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VIA CAS SAIGON 2@63 FROM ANBASSADOR LODGE DTG OOIOSOZ

T0 SECSTATE WASH EYES ONLY FOR RUSK, RAPRIMAN, BALL, HILSNAN, HUGHES ffﬂf*

0SD EYES' ONLY" FOR MCVAMARA, GILPATRIC, TAYLOU, KURLAK, MR. Wii.:BUNDY °
WHITE HOUSE/EYES ONLY MCGEORGE BUNDY, - . a o

INFO CAS HONLULU bOR ADW FELT. EYES OVLY

REF. CAS WASHINoTON 79109

1;'~WE Musr, OF COURSE GET BEST POSSIBLE ESTIMATE OF CHAQCE Or
--coup 3 succzss AND THIS ESTIMATE MUST COLOR OUR THINKING, BUT |

N\

Do NOT THINK VE HAVE THE POVER TO DELAY OR DISCOURAGE A COUP.‘_DON“RAS}T"

NADE IT CLEAR MANY TIMES THAT THIS IS A VIETNAMESE AFFAIR. L

IT IS THLORETICALLY POSSIBLE FOR us TO TURV OVER THE INrORUATION
UhICH HQS BEEN GIVEN TO Us 1IN CONFIDFNCE TO DIEM AVD THIS WOULD :
UNDOUBTEDLY STOP THE COUP AND UOULD MAKE TRAITORS OUT OF US.-AFOR?;HZ'
PRACTICAL PURPOSES THEREFORE I UOULD saY THPT VE HAVE VERY LITTLE

INELUENCE OV WHAT IS ESSEVTIALLY A VIETNAMESE AFFAIR. IN ADDITION,:gHJf“
THIS WOULD. PLACE THL HEADS OF THE GENERALS THLIR CIVILIAN SUPPORTERS, __‘

ND LOWER MILITARY OFFTCERS OoN’ THE sPoT, lHER"BY SACRIFICING - ‘
A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF ThE CIVILIAV AND MILITARY LEADERSHIP ﬁ;f“

'NEEDED TO CARRY THE WAR AGAINST THE VC TO ITS SUCCESJFUL CONCLUSION.

AFTER OUR EFFORTS NOT. T0; DISCOURAGE A. COUP AND THIS CHANGE- OF HquT,:,,?f"'
VE UOULD FORECLOSE Aty POSSIBILITY OF anwer OF THE GUN FOR THE - BETTER.l.f'J

:DIEN/NHU HAVE DISPLAYLD NO INTENTIONS TO DATE OF A DESIRE TO CHANGE
THE TRADITIONAL METHODS OF COVTROL TFROUGH POLICL ACTION OR TAKL' B

ANy RPT ANY ACTIONS UHICH WOuLD PREGUDEEE THE POVER POSITION OR SOLIDARI—;f“

urdegmln‘q
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.TY OF THE NGO FAAILY.-;THIS DESPITE OUR HEAVY PRESSURES DIRLCTED
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)34.7 I OURTATTENPT® o THWART THIS"COUF WERE SUCCESSFUL;. |
VerVH WE DOUBT IT IS OUR FIRYM ESTINATE THAT YOUNGER oercLRo, .\f 
jsmALL_eRoups OF MILITARY, WOULD THEN ENGAGE IN AN ABORTIVE ACTION 7;
CREATING CHAOS IDEALLY SULTED TO VC OBJECTIVES.
L2 UHILE UE WILL: ATTEMPT A COMBINED Assvssm NT 1N FOlLOUING
whssnez, TINE HAS NOT YET PERMITTED SUDSTANTTVF EXAMINATION OF .
" THIS MATTER WITH GENERAL HARKINS. Y GLNERAL VIEY IS THAT THE
U.S." IS TRYING TO. BRING THIS MEDIEVAL®COUNTRY INTO THE 20TH
CENTURY AND THAT WE HAVE HADE CONSIDERAE‘E PROGRESS -IN MILITARY °
A\D ECONOUIC wAYS BUT TO GAIN VICTORY WE MUST ALSO BRING THEN .
INTO THE 20TH C“NTURY °0LITICALLY AND THAT?CAN ONLY BE DOWE BY *
EITHER A THOROUGH . GOING CHANGE IN THE BEHAVIOR. OF THE- PPESENT -
GOVERNUENT OR BY AVOTHEP GOVERNMENT. :TPE VIET CONG PROZLEM IS
.PARTLY MILITARY BUT 1T IS ALSO PARTLY PSYCHOLOGICAL aHD POLITICAL. .
3. WITH RESPECT TO PARA 3 REr . 1 BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD CONTINUE
OUR PRESENT POSLTION OF K"'EPI"JG HANDS OFF BUT CONTINUE TO MOWITOR
 AND PRESS FOR MORE DETAILED ;MFORMATION. CAS HAS BEEN ANALYZING -
POTENT IAL 'COUP FORCES FOR SONE TINE AND IT IS THEIR ETINATE THAT .
THE GE;!"RALS HAVE P"\’OBABLY FIGURF‘D THEIR CHA!I JCF'S PRETTY CLOS:.LY A\JD
PROBABLY ALSO rxphc; THAT ONCE THEY BEGIN. TO MOVE,  NOT OKLY PLANNED
UtITS, BUT OTHER UNITS bIILL JOIN THEH. .WF BEi IEVE THAT VTETNAM S
-BESTluENERAyS ARE. INVOLVED 1N DIRZCTING THIS EFFORT.  IF THEY CaN’ T
PULL IT OFF, IT.IS DOUBTFUL OTHER MILITARY LEADERSHIP COULD DO SO "
SUCCESSFULLY. 1T 1S UNDERSTANDABLE THAT Thn GENERALS UOULD BE RETICENT
~TO REVEAL FULL DETAILS. OF THEIR PLAN FOR FEAR OF LEAKS TO THE.GUN.'






