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SECTION .. QNE OF THREE ·:·. 

TO SE.CSTATE WAS}(' EYES' ONLY .. FOR RUSK, ·.HARRIMAN, BALL,_ .. HILSI"IAN, HUGHES.·· 
· .. 

.. · 
OSD E.YES .. O~L Y. FOR: MCNAMARA,. GILPATRIC; TAYLOR, KURLAK,' ·_MR. \vi•i~ :. BUNDY .,. 

. . . 

WHITE HOUSE/EYES ·ONLY MCGEORGE BUNDY' 
- • ------ ---:---::---- • 4 

INFO CAS ~ONLULU ~OR-ADM F'ELT:EYEs·b~LY. 
. ·. · .. ' I . ' ' . ' 

'. 

.· '·· f 
CIA/EY.ES. _ONLY f·lCCONE, CARTER, .HEU1S·,:;·'/'·{'] . \};:";~·~>;.:··~- . · ·· 

; . • • .· • ~ •-: \ ·., •:·.: := I{ , ; ,/; ~- :l · . ... · ~ •:'"" ~\" . 

REF: · CAS WASHINGTmi 7SH09 · . ~-~li ..... - ~:~:d.,Witlci~;:t, . · f\f~·:::~:; ·(,··-~··.\:"V ·: .·-·· ·: 

· .. 
: . . 

1~. ·WE MUST~ OF COURSE, GET ~EST POSSIBLE !STIMATE OF.CHANCE OF. 
.... . . . . . . ,. 

·coup· s· succEss :AND· TH.is· ESTIMATE· Must COLOR ouR ·THINKING, su.T 
., 

. '.' · ...... 
DO NOT\THINK WE HAVE ·THE POYiER· To·· DELAY. OR DISCOURAGE :A COUP·~ DON HAS : . 

~lADE' IT CLEAR MANY-TIMES. THAT. THIS IS A VIETNAMESE .AFFAIR. . ... · .. · 
. . . . . ··. . 

IT IS THEORETICALLY.POSSIB~E F'O~ U~ Tci TURN OVER THE I~FORMAiioN·: ,:· 
• . I • , : • 

WHICH HA~ ·s~~N.GIVEN TO. US I~ c6N~IDEN6E 10 DIEM AND THIS WOULD···'· ,·. 

UNDO~BTEDL y STOP THE COUP AND. WOULD MAKE'' TR.AITORS OUT OF' us •.. FOR . ' 

PRACTlCAL PGRPbsi§ THEREFO~E I. WOULD ~A~ THAT WE HAVE VERY LITTLE . 

iNFLUENCE . ON WHAT.· IS ESSE NT !ALLy· A· VIETNAMESE AFF'A IR. IN ADDITION, : ... 

'tHIS WOULD.~L~bE .. THE HEADS OF' TH2.GENERALS, THEIR CIVILIAN SUPPORTERS~. 
. . .. . . -~ . 

•:' 

AND LOWER MILITARY OFFICERS ON THE SPOT~ THEREBY SACRIFICING . 
. I . 

·A SIGNIFICANT· PORTION OF THE CIVILIAN 'AND MILitARY-LEADERSHIP 
. . ..... ·.: / . . . 

. NEEDED. TO .CARRY THE \vAR AGAINST THE VC to· ITS 'suCCESSFuL CON6LUSION·~ 
. ,/· 

AFTER OUR~.E~FORTS NOT-1~ DISCOURAGE.A.p00P ANO tHIS CHA~GE·_OF'. ~~ART~ 

.. · ; 

WE ~OULD:FORECLOSE. ANY POSSI~ILI~Y 6F CHANGE OF.THE G~N FOR THE:BETTER~·· .:\ 

.DIEM/N~U.HA~E DIS~LAYED ~0 INTENTIO~S-TO~DAii ·Qf A DESIRE TO CHANGE· :.· 
I ·•. •-., 

iHE fRADITIONAL,ME~~6DS 6F CONTRO~ tHROUGH POLiti ACTIO~ OR TAKt.·. 

AN'( RPT ANY ACTIONS WHICH WOULD .ME't:H:IBICE THE .POI;JER POSIT.ION OR: SOLIDARI- >: 
· · · · .. · u;nd~m~n~. .. . '· ·. . .·: ..... 
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:~j4:··~::·~"··au-R:A-rttMtst ::to ~·::r·kw"AR'f''"rHis'~C'au?- "tiE:RE succiS.sF Ui ;~,·~.··,\_-"'.~"':· .. · .· .. · ·:···· -~··- .. ~ · 

. &kr~H,~E DOUBT, IT IS 6U~·FiRM E~TIMATE"THAT. YOU~GER OFFiriERS, . 1 . 
.. , 

:SMALL G~OUP~ OF.MILiTARY, WbULD THEN E~GAGE .IN AN A~ORTIVE.AC~I6N '· . . 
CREATING CHAOS IDEALLY SUITED TO VC OBJECTIVES. 

' 
· 2~ WHILE WE WILL·.ATTEMPT A COMBl~ED ASSESSMENT I~ A FOLLOWING 

MESiAGE, Ti~E HAS NOT ~ET ~ERMITTE~ SUBST~NT!~E EXAMINATION 0~ . . . 

THI~ MATTER'MITH GENERAL ~ARKINS. MY GENERA~ VIEW IS THAT THE 

u.s.:·Is TRYING TO. BRING. THIS MEDIEVAL" COUNTRY ·INTO THE 20TH 1 

CENTURY AND.JHAT .WE HAVE ~ADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS ~N MILITARY ·. 

AND ECONOMIC WAYS B!JT. TO GAIN VICTORY WE MUST· ALSO BRING THE~1 ·· ., 
' 

INTO THE 20TH ·cENTURY POLITICALLY AND THAT: CAN ONLY BE DONE BY ·. 

·EITHER A. fHORO~GH .. GOI~G CHA~GE IN THE.~EHAVIOR.QF THE··PRESENT 
/ 

GOVERNMENT OR BY .ANOTHER GOVERNMENT~ THE Vl~T CONG.PROBLEM.IS 
. . 

PARTLY ~ILITARY BUT !T .IS ALSO PARTLY PSYCHOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL •. 

. . 

3. WITH RESPECT. TO PARA 3 R.EF, ·.I BELIEVE_' THA"f vlE SHOULD CONT'INUE 

OUR PRESENT POSITION OF KEEPING HANDS OFF BUT CONTINUE TO MONITOR 

AND PRESS FOR MORE DETAILED )~FORMATION. CAS HAS BEEN ANALYZING. : 

POTENTIAL.COU? FORCES.FOR SOME TIME .AND. IT IS .THEIR ETI~ATE THAT 
. . . . . . . 

THE GENERALS HAVE PROBABLY ~IGURED THEIR CHANCES ~RETTY CLOSELY AND 
. . . . 

PROBABLY ~LSO EXPECT THAT ONCE tHEY BEGI~ TO M6VE,· NOT ONLY PLANNED 
. . ' 

UNITS, BUT ·OTHER.UHITS WILL JOIN TMEM. WE BELIEVE THAT VIETNAM"S 

. BEST GENERALS ARE. INVOLVED IN DIRECTING THIS EF~ORT •. IF THEY CAN'T ~ 
• , I 

PULL IT OFF, IT.IS DOUBTFUL.·OtHER MILITARY LEADE~SHIP COULD DO SO 

SUCCESSFULLY. ·I~ lS UNDERSTANDABLE 'THAT THE .GENERALS WOULD BE RET!CENT 

. TO REVEAL FULL DETAILS. OF THEIR PLAN FOR FEAR OF L~AKS .. TO THE GVN~·: 
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