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FINAL ·sECT ION OF' THRt\c. 

VIA CAS SA! GON 2063 FR0t1 AMBASSADOR LODGE DTG 301030Z 

_TO SECSTATE ·WASH ~YES ONLY FOR RUSK, HARRIMAN, BALL, HILSMAN, HUGHES 

· OSD'EYES ONLY FOR MCNAMARA, ~ILPATRIC, TAYLOR~ KRULAK, MR. WM. BUNDY 

WHITE HOUSE/EYES ONLY MCGEORGE BUNDY 

INFO HONOLULU FOR ADM FELT ·EYES ONLY 

. CIA/EYES ONLY MCCONE, CARTER, HELMS· 

',.REF":. CAS WASHINGTON 7,9109 

10. WE ANTICIPATE THAT~~T-THE OUTSET OF' THE COUP, UNLESS IT 

·MOVES WITH LIGHTNING SWIFTNESS, THE GVN WILL. REQUEST ME OR GEN 

HARKINS TO USE OUR INFLUENCE TO.CALL IT 6FF. I BELIEVE OUR .. 
~ RESPONSIBILITIES SHOU~D BE THAT OUR INVLUENCE CERTAINLY COULD NOT· 

BE ~UPERIOR TO THAT ·oF THE.PRESIDENT WHO IS COMMANDER IN CHitF AND 
. . . 

-THAT IF HE IS UNABLE ·TO CALL· IT OFF, WA WOULD CERTAINLY BE UNABLE 

TO DO.SO AND WOU~D MERELY BE RISKING AMERICAN LIVES ATTEMPTING TO 

. INTERFERE IN THIS VIETNAMESE PROBLEM. THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT REQUEST. 

AIRCRAFT. HELIOCOPTERS, fOR THE ~VACUATION OF KEY PERSONALITIES 

T.HAT WOULD HAVE TO BE STUDIED CLOSELY, BUT WE WOULD CERTAINLY 
• ' I 

, . 
NOT COMMIT OUR· PLANES AND PIL.OTS BETWEEN ;I"HE BATTLE LINES OF THE 

OPPOSING FORCES. WE SHOULD, RATHER, STATE THAT VIE W9ULD BE_ WILI:ING 

:TO~ACT IN THIS FA~HION DURING A TRUCE IN·WHICH BOTH SIDES AGREE 

. TO T"HE REr10VAL OF KEY PERS.ONALITIES. I BELIEVE THAT THERE \o!OULD 

BE IMMEDIATE POLITICAL PROBLEMS IN ATTEMPTING TO TAKE. ~HE~E 
. . . 

PERSONALITIES ~0 ANOTHER NEIGHBORING COUNTRY AND PROBABLY WE WOULD 

BE BEST SERVED IN DEPOSITING THEM IN SAIPAN WHERE THE ABSENCE OF 

PRESS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC, .WOULD ALLOW US SOME·LEEWAY TO.MAKE,A 
. ' . ' 

·FURTHER DECISION AS· TO THEIR. -ULTH1ATE DISPOSITIO_N. IF SENIOR . 
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THE E.!1BA·ssf':'6if'6T'HER' A~iE•R'icA'N INSTALLATI mi.s, WE. ·t~OULD PROBABLY HAVE 

.. TO. GRtlNT IT IN LIGHT OF OUR PREVIOUS .ACTION \HTH RESPECT TO TRI 

QUANG •. :·tHIS WILL. UNDOUBTEDLY PRIS.Ei'lT LAT~R PROBLE~IS BUT HOPE-· 

FULLY THE NEW GOVERNMENT MIGHT. FEEL -DISPOSED-TO HELP US SOLVE TH!S~ 

PROBLEM~.· 'NAJURALLY ASYLUM ~OULD.BE GRANTED 0~ THE SAME BASIS AS 

THE BUDbHISTS, I~t., PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT THE EMBASSY OR OTHER·· 

LOCATION. 
. . . 

•· ... 

·1~.·-·As 'TO REQUESTS FROM THE _GENERALS, THEY MAY WELL HAVt NEED' .. 
. . . · 

OF F.UNDS AT JHE _LA_ST NO.t·1ENT'. vJITH: \:iHICH TO. BUY OFF· POTENTIAL - · · ·· ';~o· · .•. • ..•• : 

. : . . . 

OPPOSITION.·· TO THE EXTENT JHAT THESE.FUNDS CAN BE PASSED 

DISCREEf(y;· I BELIEVE WE S~OULD FU~NISH THEM. 'PROVI6ED WE·~RE·: 

CONVIt·JCED· .TH.AT TH{ P,ROPOSED·. _COUP. IS SUFFICIENTLY t~ELL ORGANIZED 

TO. HAVE~ ~tiOD CHANCE.OF SUciCESS. IF.TH~Y ARE ~UCCESSFUL, 

THEY WILL. UND6UBTEDLY ASK FOR PRO~PT RECOGNITION AND SOME ASSURANCE ·. 
. . . 

. THAT MILITARY AND EtONOMIC AID WILL CONTINUE-AT NORMAL· LEVEL~ 

WE SHOULti· BE ~RiPAREd TO MAKE ·THESE STATEMENTS IF THE ISSUE 

IS CLEARCUT. ~REDICATING OUR.POSITION ON THE PRESIDENT'S STATED . . 

DESIRE TO CONTINUE THE WAR AGAINST THE VC TO FINAL VICTORY. VOA 

MIGHT BE AN IMPORTANT MEANS OF DISSEMINATING THIS MESSAGE. SHOULD 

THE COUP FAIL, WE WiLL HAVE TO PICK UP THE PIECES AS BEST WE CAN 

AT THAT TIME~ .WE HAVE A COMMITMENT TO THE GENERALS FROM THE 

AUGUST EP1S09E TO ATTEMPT TO·HELP IN THE EVACUATION OF THEIR 

DEPENDENTS •. ·WE. SHOULD. TRY TO .LIVE UP TCi THIS IF CONDITIONS tt/ILL .. 

PERMIT. AMERICAN.COMPLICITY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE CHARGED AND.THERE' 

MIGHt BE_ SOME ACTS TAKEN. AGAINST SPECIFIC PERSONALITIES WHICH WE 

.SHOULD. A.NTICIPATE ·AND. ~·1Al<E PROVISION AGAINST ·AS BEST ·\~E CAN. ..· . 
,. 

SHOULD THE COUP PROVE INDECISIVE ANb A PROTRACTED STRUGGLE IS .IN 

·. \ .. 

I 
~ 

. ' . . . . . . 
PROGREss, . t:JE· sHO~L_D. PROBABLY IOFFE~: ·ouR, GOOD_ qFF IcEs TO, HELP · · . · · ·· · ·' · 

RESOLVE THE ISSUE· IN THE lNTEREST OF THE WAR AGAINST-THE Vd~·:.' ~ 

HIS. MIGHT·. ·HOLD. s6ME .BE · : r !IN T.ER~1s · o~ -co~JcEssia· · .. ry GV,N.;, :'.-~1E :·Y .· _,. ::· .. , '· < .. ·. . 
~-· - ··: ·.• ..• :·. • . ·~: ... :,· ..:: . · .. ::.:: . .....:..;,>.·~·· .• :.~::~:··.<·: .. ; ... ~·~<.;-c.:.,:.:, .... ..:.:,~~-:;_ .. , 
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DISTASTEFUL THAN. A DEADLOCK \'liHICH l,•JOULD O?EN THE DOOR TO ·THE VC,;. I . . . . . . - . 

. I . 

I . . . 
UE .CONSIDER SUCH A DEADLOCK A? THE LEAST LIKELY. POSSIBILITY OF' · 

I 

T,H£ THREE.· 
. 

12 •. · ,qS REGARDS YOUR PARA 10, I DO. ·NbT !WOW \•iHAT r·iORE PROOF 
I 

CAN BE O~FE~ED·THAN THE FACT JHESE MEN ARE 03VIOUSLY PREPARED TO .:·. 
. . i .. 

RISK THEIR LIVES AND THAT THEY ·~JANT NOTHING FOR THEr1SELVES. IF.~ ... ·· . I . 

I; . . ·. 
I AM ANY JUDGE OF. HUMAN NATURE, DON"S FAG~ EXPRESSED OF' SINCERITY 

I . . .· . . 

AND·DETERMINATION ON THE MOR~ING THAT I SPOKE TO HIM. HEARTILY . 
I 

. . . . . . I . . 
AG:~EE THAT· A tHSCALCULATION COULD JEOPARDIZE POSITION IN SOUTHEAST · ... 

I . 

~SIA. ~E ~LS6 R~N TRENENDOUSI~lSK~ BY DOING NOTHING. 
. I . . 

IF' WE· WERE CONVINCED THAT THE COUP WAS GOING TO FAIL, I ; .. 
~~WOULD, -OF COURSE ·oo.EVERYTHING WE COULD TO· STOP IT. 

. . 

13~· GEN HARKINS· HAS READ l~IS· AND DOES NOT CONCUR.,· 
. I 
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