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SOURCE -: Eight CAS officers during· dinner discussion 

· ·1 •. The consensus was tb.c1.t the recent. Buddhist disturbances and the. 
r0pression thereof bad bad little effect in the p~ovinces outside Saigon • 
There was some awareness of these developments, however, and their effect 
in the provinces may be expected to grow. 

2. In Saigon there is only moderate basis for the public attitude 
of concern over repression, but the public attitude on the subject is 

_most intef!...se. despite this limited basis. Despite this conceJ.~n the 
. normal civil se1~ant or liaison official is doing .his job in the govern­
ment at about tho same pace ~s formerly.· 

3. Some l~aison officials have taken a very· cautious approach 
toward their ADerican counterparts and are avoiding int~cy or even 
an unco~pe~a~ive cpiri~. 

4. A senior Vietnamese official symp~thetic to Diem pictured the 
cu:r:rcnt problem by the following analogy.. Vietna.in v;ns like a child 
lozt in the jung~e and saved from tigers by a friendly father figure. 
This father figure rnised the child but at maturity insisted th~t the 
child be·a musician fo~ which the child hnd no inclination or desi14 e. 
This divergence of views a~d the fact that Diem's insistence on certain 
policies_seemed, in this Vi~tnamcse official's eyes, to be s~1il~r to the 
present p:roblem. 'l'he ·Vietnamese people, as tlle child, xetain much 
resp~ct for the father but find themselves unable to accept his injunc-
tion. · · 

5. The students .111 general, as a rasul t of recent events, will 
be more vulnerable to anti-G~T appealc and activity; not solely of a 
Viet Cong D&~ture. 

6. One source has indicated that the Viet Cong ca.n ba e2~ected 
to react to the present situation by ttu•ning to a more vigorous 
_political as distinct ·from mil!tary actioa as tho political field is 
now more fertile for their sowing. 

7.. The arLalogy was suggested thnt the da.nger o:f· an o:,-cplosion i~ 
-Vietn~ is so~ewhat similnr to a diesel cylinder. The air would be 
rep:rescnted by the degree· o:f orga.nizat;ion of the students and of the 
political elet;.e.uts •. The feul would be represented by the deg:ree. of 
morale, discipline, and tactical ability of the police and r::dlitary 
forces of order.. These .two ele~ents would th<en .be subjected to . the 
p::i:·essure of a cylinder, rep::re::Km t ;tng the q~gree :of gov~·::t·:o.:::.en tal . 
repression and public opposition thereto •. The consensus of- these 
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officers was that the nresent situation does not offer the elements 
of an e;;cplos~on in that the st-udents are relatively disorganized and 
only reasonably intense. the morale; discipline and tactical efficiency 

··of the police forces is reasonably good ~nd there is-an awareness that 
the.real. rep~~ssive acts are relatively limited, although there is 

·considerable l"WllOr _and some feeling about more dramatic rep;ression. 
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