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FROM: SAIGON 

TO: Secretary of State 

PRIORITY~ 

·ACTION DEPARTMENT PRIORITY 731 1 INFORMATION CINCPAC.42. 

EYES ONlY fOR SECRETARY RUSK 

PLS PASS SECRETARY MCNAMARA AND DC I 1 .MR·~ . JOHN MCCONE, EYES ONlY 

CINCPAC POlAD EXClUSIVE fOR ADMIRAL fElT 

1~ .PURSUANT OT INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED PARA 9 DEPTEL 53~ 
AND ElABORATION PARA .9 DEPTEl 57¢s WITH MACV .CONCURRENCE_ I 
APPOINTED.MAJOR GENERAL RICHMID,G~· STilWELL, ASSISTANT CHIEf 
Of STAff J ... 3 MAO/ AND THE C~ ACTiNG ·cH!Ef Of STATION· · · 
(ACOS) TO CONVEY SUBSTANCE Of PARA 9 DEPTEL 53\ TO DEPUTY 
SECRETARY Of DEfENSE NGUYEN DINH THUAN~ 

.2· •. GENERAl ST llWEll ANIO THE ACOS MET THUAN AT GlA lONG PAlACE 
BY· .APPO I t4TMEN11' ON THE MORNING. Of OCTOBER 1 7~ . THE MEET t·NG· 

:LASTED APPROXIMATELY. 45 MINUTESo .. QENo .STilWEll OPENED THE 
··CONVERSATION B'f. STATING TMAXNE HAD RE-CENTlY BEEN TRAVELING 
WITH ACT I NG ARVN CH 1· EF"Of' STAFF 1 . MAJOR GENERAl TRAN VAN 
DON8 TO VARIOUS SUBORDINATE HEADQUARTERS' THROUGHOUT-VIET~AM 
ANil·THAT THE PURPOSE Of THESE TRAVElS HAD BEEN TO I·NStJRE 
THAT All UNITS WERE MAKING FUll CONTRIBUTION TO THE.WAR EFFORT~ 
GtN~ . ST ILWELL AOOEO tHAT IN T!'i Is LI·GHT' . .i'H Is MEETING ·HAD ··BEEN I ' . 

REQUESTED WITH·THUAN~ 

·3~ THUAN IMMEDIATElY STATED9 . wyou·VVE .COME TO TAlK ABOUT THE 
SPECIAL f'ORCES~vv GIEN~-STilWElL AND ·rHIE ACOS .ACKNOWlEDGED 

./ THAT TH'S .. ,_ 
SE .. · REPRODUCTION FROM THIS c·opy IS 

-- PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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THAT THOS WAS TRUE AND THEN PROCEEDED TO EXPLAUN THE STRUCTURE­
AND SUPPORT OF SPECIAl f'ORt[S UNITS IN THE SAIGON AREA~ 
IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT OF TEN SPEC~Al FORCES COMPANIES, 
SEVEN ARE MEMBERS or ARVN AND ARE ~P~SUPPORTED; THREE COMPANIES 
ARE CIVILIAN AN~ ARE SUPPORTED ENTIRElY BY CASe ACOS THEN 
STATED THAT HE WAS H~ISTRUC11'ED TO INIDICAlE 11'0 THUAN THAT UNlESS 
THE C~VIliAN COMPANIES WERE Ef'FECT~VElY SUBORDINATED TO THE 
JGS AND COMMITTED TO FIELD OPERAT~ONS9 All SUPPORT OF THESE 
COMPAN~ES WOUlD CEASE. GEN~.ST~lwtll ADDED THAT THUS APPliED 
·10 THE ~ifo\P ... SUPPORTEIO UNITS ·ALSO ISQ;JT WOUlD BE REF'LEC'ii'ED ~ N 
THE LONG TERIM9 UN!D!E:R THE OO!NilO.! T I eNS SPEC i IF' I ED 11 IBY A DECREASE 
EQUIVAlENT TO SEVEN COMPANIES I~ THE OVERAll MAP SUPPoRT 
BUDGETs IT WAS CAREIF'UllY EXPlAINED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THIS 
ACT I ON-· WAS TO PlACE THESE U~ ~ 1TS IN D ~ RECT SUPPORT Of' THE WAR 
EFFORT UNDER HIS CONTROl~ · 

.4~· THUAN SEEMED TO ABSORB TH~S FUllY AND· REPEATED HIS UNDERQ 
ST-AINDING TH~T !BOTH MAP ANIO CAS SUPPORT OF SPECIAl FORCES WOUlD 
CE.ASE UJt~liESS V I ETN~SE SPE~ I Al FORCES .ARE .EF'FECT.I VEl Y 
SUBORDINATED TO TH[ JGS AND CoMMITTED TO FIElD OPERATIONS~ 

5o THUAN W~ FURTHER INFORMED THAT HENCEFORTH PAYMENTS TO 
. MOUNT A liN! SCOUTS AINI!Ol BORDER St~RVE lllANCE PERSONNEl WOULD BE 
MADE ONlY THROUGH US SPECIAl FORCES MECHANISMS AND rUNDS . 
FOR THESE PROGR~ WOUlD NO RPT NO lONGER BE GIVEN DIRECTlY 
TO COL~ TUNG~ THUAN WAS ASSURED THAT THE ACTUAL PASSAGE Of 
fUNIDS WOUlD BE THROUGH THE HAJNJOO Of VI E"'J'NAMESE, NOT AMERICAN, 
Off" I CERS BUT THA 1J' AMERICAN SPEC I Al FORCES WORKI-NG WI TH THE I R · · 
VIETN~ESE COUNTERPARTS IN TH~ PROV~NCES WOUlD DIRECTLY 
OVERSEE THIE EXPEND I TlDRES Of" T~tESIE flBNDSo THUAN WAs I NTEREST.ED 
INI.THE: AIM!OUNTS INVOlVED AND SEI0-€0 SURfP1USIED AT THEIR MAGNITUDE~ 

6o THUAN WAS TOlD THAT THE ~SG DOES NOT RPT NOT PlAN ANY 
PUBliC ANNOUNCEMENT Of' TH~S STEP BUT, If' IT BECAME KNOWN 
AND If' THE EMBASSY WERE QtiiiEifU ED, WE WOULIO STATE THAT THIS 
ACT;"£ SCO BIEE~ T MEN SINCE WE CANNOT SUPPORT FORCES NOT 
RPT NOT D~RECTLY CONTRIBUTING TO THE W~R ErroRTe THUAN WAS 

I ALSO INF'ORMED 
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·3~ 731, OCTOBER u8, ~ PM FROM SAIGON~ 

AlSO ONf"ORMED THAT THIS MATTER WOUlli) AlSO BE TAKEN tJP DIRECTLY 
WITH COl~ TUNG~ HE CONCURRED. IN THIS AND STATED THAT HE WOUlD 
DISCtJSS THE MAl-TER IMMIEDIATElY WITH THE PRESIDENT~ 

lOOOE . 

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, AT 7:56 ~~ OCTOBER 18, 1963 
f'ASSED OSO AT 8:~¢·AM8 OCTOBER ·l8s 1963~ 
PASSED C~A AT 8:¢3 AM, OCTOBIER. 18,. 1963~· 
ADVANCE COPY TO ·S/$ .... 9 ·AT 7:3~ AM_,. ·OCTOBE~ 18, 1963~. 
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