
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


AGENCY : NARA 

JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM 
IDENTIFICATION FORM 

RECORD NUMBER : 176-10037-10494 
RECORD SERIES : National Security Files 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER : . 

ORIGINATOR : CIA 
FROM: 

TO: 
TITLE : Information Report Re: Strategic Hamlets 
DATE : 2/20/1962 

PAGES : 5 
SUBJECTS : 

DOCUMENT TYPE : 
CLASSIFICATION : 

RESTRICTIONS : 
CURRENT STATUS : 

DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 9/10/2000 
OPENING CRITERIA : 

COMMENTS : NSF: Countries: Vietnam, General, 2/62, Box 195. Box 8. 

r 



~~· y .,,~,· ()...J" -g.....-· C"· 

~~~--~~~~~~~~ 

-: ·;·: 

·r-.~ lt·M: .. A_·r'.l t>-·N·.: ·.f.!· r:···p·t., .. ,(:J. 

'r-:-:. · .. · · .. ·. _: · :.:·_._ ·· ... ·:_~~~TR~liNTEUIGENCE"AG.EN(:Y ·-.·~ ~-L/ 
I -~~ -••rlcll contcdm·ln.fo!-'1~ alhmlng lhii·_Nafl_j·~~~ of.lhe·Uniled.Sia!es·within the ~ning ol the &pion~~. Tille lii,·U.S.~ ~r · .. 
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iUBJECT 

)ATE 0~ . 
NFO.· · 

?lACE.& -· VIETNAM, SAIGON (i4.FEBRUARY 1962): 
)ATE.ACQ. ·.IT :Is ·PROBABLY TRUE-THAT NHU'S V1EWS ARE AS EXPRES$0, AND THAT LUONG 
&.PPRAISAL · . CORRECTI.y .Rg'fEATED NBII'S STATEMENTS·. . · . · .. __ -~- _ 

· .. THIS IS UNEVAlUA TED INFoRMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEfiNITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE~-

iOURc;E 
~~----------.-~~~~~-~------~------------------~------~----~ 

'' . . . ~' -
1.. . NGO DDm· mnj, BR0rBE:a ~ ·POLITICAL: ADVISOR OF PRESIDENT NGO DINH 'DIEM, 

'·. -... _:.. :sTMm> oN 14 m:emlARY 1962 T1IAT m· sTRATEGic HAMLETs'. ·m()GltAM wour,.D. BE. MORE ·. 
. . . . . . .. . ·. . . . . 

:.. ·:_-:.-:<.THAN A METHOD OF ·AFFQRpiNG DISPENSE FoR 'Tm: POPULATION OF: VIETNAM, IT WOUL.D BE A 
. ,·:.. ' ' .' i ' I, ·: • 

:., · :::··'·-~IC ·sTR.AiEGl;·.FQi:m-~OF ·VIETNAM.· :.HE sTATED THAT A CwM0~.C~ 
·.:,.c.~~'_iN··V!ETNAM·.W~ S.':~SS ~ ~ C~S, ~~-FA!LED.TO TURN T]3E GOVERNMENT'S . 

. . . . .· . . . ' .\ . . : : 

::. ·-·:·· · ': · .. mw.or.QTioNARY>PaOGRAM· INTO lUtALITY. m: sTATED, HOWEVER, THAT THE caMP~ wA.s 
,: • •., • ... ·;I ;, • " • : ' 

,·D:,• :.'11 

... -: '~:· ,·-?NiYi~TIAf.J,I TRUE, Aft~ arHER. ~CT. RAD BI!:E:N-THE 'INABILITY OF_ mE CADRE To 

< ·;...,. ~ · , oP.mV.T!L :tif TD .~ON. OF mSECmu:ri m THE COUNTRYSIDE. IT wAS· NECESSARY 

-:\;_.:

1

:· .• ·;·_ .• -~~T~-·~ ~-so:•OR-:TB.-:SlTo~ON THAT THE CADRE COULD BE~ 
.• • • • • < : : • • 

:. . .. ., .· :;nr: m AREA. OF ·HIS· WORK AND. AJ'FQJUU!lD THE· NECESS.ARY PROO!ECTION. AND FACILITIES · . · . 
•·'· •••••• ' :_ ••• ' • • ..... : • • < • • • • 

-· .:·., .. < •• • .. " • •• - .... 

·.'.'FOR m-:wORI( •.. TBE·~m·HAMI.iE'm':PROGRAM WOULD.'_PROVIIE -~OF ~SE. 
\. . 
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'. CLASSIFICATION -.IIIIIHIWINA .· 

. 2. THE PROORAM · .. As.~ BI. NHU. ~ THREE MAIN- ELEMENTS WHICH WOULD MAKE 

I:·' IT- .fARTICULARLY APPROPiuNm FOR. yn:TNJ'M 

A~ ·IT w.AB···'F:tRST ·OF_ALL TM.riii.r.oNAL, REsTING UPoN THE_ BABic UNIT. oF 
. . .. · 

. VIETNAMESB SOOIETr. ·mus IT cAPITALIZED .. UPON THE Ll'iGRAINED HABITS OF·· THE . ' . . . . 

.. 
·• ... POPuLATIQN •.. 

··· .. 
. · B.·.· THE. "SECOND ASPECT WAS THAT IT WOULD AFFORD THE MEANS TO MODERNIZE 

VIETNAMESE . I,.IFE.. lmtJ ~ THAT IT WAS.· LESS . A PROBLEM OF RAI~ING THE STANDARD 

_.· ·. :·. OF.LIVING ~-OF CHANGING THE_ MODE OF LIVING. HE SAID THAT IF ATTENTION W~ 

.· . > GivEN ~- INSERTING NEW MODES. OF LIFE INTO THE ORDINARY PEASANT Is EXISTENcE I IT 

. WOUI.D ImraTABLY BRING~ CHANGES IN HIS ORIEN'XATION. NHU COMPARED 
.'';!. . . 

~ RESUJ,T OF THE ·INSERTION OF SMALL AtJroMOBILES, WASHING MACHINES, ETC~,·-··INTO 

. :·~~-·LIFE. OF THE EUROPEAlf WORK;ING CLASS WHICH HE CI..ADm:D HAD DISRUPTED CCMMUNIST 

. ·. . :· 'iN.FL-usNqg . 'OVER THIS CLI\SS. AS A RESULT' .NH1) SAID' MOST EUROPEAN COMMtlNIST 

··· ... · .. : . ~:-:-~~T~S OPPOSED MOIERNIZATION. BE ·S~ THAT ~ ASIAN C~S.T .PARTIES 
.· . . 

: .: <·· ·-c· ... :wm tEss -nmir..uGE:NT ·IW .THEIR" APPROACH~ ·.AS THEY ADvoc.m:n .. MODERNIZATION oF-
• ,, • • •• •, ·~·· , • .._... I'' • • • . • • • • • 

:·· :. ·.: 

I·:.· ... · 
: i: 

. ....... . 

ASlAN ~- WITHOUT '~G ~TRA'J:' 'IT -~otiLD INEVIT~Y REDUCE THEIR . OWN ORGAN

I2.ATIONAL .·POWER.. :.rmu -~D:·.THAT A. S~ OF STEPS .APPRoP~ FOR VIETNAM ALONG 
. .... . . . ·. ·. . . . . .. . . . .: . . : ' . . . :. ~ . . . ·~·. . . -~ .~ 

THIS LINE ·SHOULD ·BE 'MiUif•.:.Am) -A· CONSCIOUS EFFORT ·mVOJED TO ;INSERTING ·THESE. NEW · . 

. . . MODES .OF LIFE INTO VIETNAM.:_. AS. AN EXAMPLE, HE CITED ·THE·'.EFPl:CT·:oF DISTRIBUTING . . . .. . . . . .·. . . . . . 

-·· - .. · 
.. :. ·· ..... BICx~Q ·WITs; MICR~O'.OOBS, moB M.AKING THE PE.Af3-ANT .. MOBILE AND CHANGING HIS MODE 

I ' • • 

~ ~ ~- :m- ~1oj[At4x~· ... 8 .. REI~I>~ · .wo'(]U)· AFFON> · TaE. NECEssARY · 
. . . . . . . . 

•. '·. • .• •" . : : . • • . . • . • . . • .·' ~ •• ;. . ·.: .. : •••••. ~ .·: . • . ' •• . ' .. . ! t" • 

.-·._· . PRO'J.!ECTl:ON AND ECONOOC BABE. FOR: SUCH .A. MODERNIZATION: PROGRAM~ -· .. 
. •• : •• • .J • • • • • • • • • • • ·:. • . . • .: .. ·;: : • . . • • . • • • :. • 
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. . c •: . . Tim THIRD El;.EMENT I NHU SAID I WOULD BE DEMOCRATIZATION. . BE . . ... 
'· 

.. ·.·.DE~ ·rr· -~ ~ ~~om. OF ¥W AND ORDER To RURAL ·LIFE. . BE sTATEn,_THAT 

:. ·.. AT PREmmT THE: ·~·WERE ."EXPosED. To· ILLEGALITY BY TliE ·VIETNAMESE ··c~sTs 
. . . . . . . . - . . 

... 
. . AND _BY.~ OF VIETNAM (GVN) :~ 1 . BarH MILITARY Aim crnt. THIS WAS . 

:·:. - . . . \ . . ' 

: . IN PART ARE~. OF: THE. DISPERSION -OF~Tm:· P~ION AND ITS INABILITY TO ASS~· 

· ... · I~S .OWN ~($.·.. AS AN INDUCEMENT TO FORM A STRATEGIC HAMI.ET, NHU SAm THE 
·.· . . .. ,. . . . . . . 

POPULATION·. SHO~ ~ ~ -~· TBE HAMLET WOULD BE GUARANTEED THE FULL . 
. ~ . 

. . · · · APPLICATION OF .J;.AW BY ITS OWN AUTHORITIES, Tmnr MOVING IT TO!'lARD A SYS~ OF . 
; . 

_ .· . . '' DEMo6RAT:IZATIOJ{ APPROPiu.ATE TO THE ccM.ruN:rTY. HOWEVER 1 IT WOULD HAVE LITTI.Ei OR . 

,· 

• .. 

· ... · .: . ·NcY.rl:i::rnG TO DO ·wrm CHANGES OF m· GOV.ERNMENT IN SAIGON. NHU STATED ·THM' .HE HAD . .. . .. . .' . 
. . . . 

: ·. · ... ·:"-:BROUGHT OUT IN A;. RECENT. TALK TO GVN· OFFICIALS THAT ONE COULD CHANGE THE . 

·. : .. :' .: COUNTRYSIDE j BUT THAT ··TBE . APPLICATION . OF THE STRATEGIC HAMLETS' SYSTEM WOID..D 
:. . . . . . 

. ·.... .. . . . .... 
· : . DEFINITELY AFFECT "THE IEMOORATIZATION. ·OF· THE COUNTRYSIDE IN A WAY WHICH TOUCHED . . . . . . . 

.·: i. ·BASis ·FOR 9 Buri:J:>ma: 6F l:NsTI'i'uTl:oNs m VIETNAM ·To GIVE ADDITI.oN.AL sTABILI'l'Y, 

·. ·.:·.··: .. E~G.·~; coo:PERAT.IVEs, MEDICAL sE:Rvi~s~· .EDUC~ON.,. WOMENS' MOVEMEN'l'S, YOUTH· 
..... 

. ······.MOVEMENTS, ETC •. · 
. . . 

.. . ·. .: f .. 
.. 3· NHU sirATED THAT BE. HAD DisCusSED THE STRATEGIC HAMLETS' CONCEPTs· WITH . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . A GROUP oF ~ orne~ RECI!lm,Y,· ·A,Np HAD MADE ONE VERY. STRONG ADDITIONAL 

POINT TO 'rSEM. '··(flELD C~. . Fvs--7034, TDCS-3/501,110 "GAVE .AN. ACCOUNT, FROM 
.·. . . ·. . . . . ., . '. . 

. ·. A:FAIRiii··~::SOURCE.; .·OF :mm•s -~ AT THE. ~TING.) HE STATED-~ ~ . ' . :. . . . . . . ... . .. : . . . . . 
. . 

NOFORN/CONTINUED CONTROL. 
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FICATION- DISSEWIHATION CONTIIlOU 

:·. wAS AWAR!l THAT Ti:!E.RE wAS MUCH. DiscoNTENT AMONG m vARious LEVELS oF THE . . 

-~~WHICH, m: S.AID, ~ mCM_THE ~·_s APPROACH TO_THE JOB. 

ANY LOCAL ·owiclli wo F.A.CZD. ·A :PRo:BLEM·-~ A REQUEsT TO ·H!s NEXT HIGmm ·Au:.. 
. ' . ... . . . . . 

.... · . ·. THORITY FoR ASSISTANCE AND :WAS DISCO~ IF THE ASSISTANCE WAS· INADEQU:ME. , 
. . ' . ' . . . . . . . . 

.· -THE NEXT. LEVEL REQUESTED ''rBE CHIEF OF .PROVINCE, WHO. REQUESTED AsSISTANcE :mc:M'. . . . . . . . . . 

· ·. · ... 'THE MINISTRl, .'AND HAD. Tim 8JIME RE;ACTION •· . THE MINISTER MADE THE ~QUEST OF THE . 
r 

PRESIDEN'r AND WAS DISCON'.I!EmED ·AT INADEQU.Am SUPP_ORT. . THEORETICALLY 1 THE 
. . . . . . .· . . 

; 
; 

'. pm:siDEN'r SHouiD MAI<E. R:Ji:QUEsm ·oF m ·.AMERicANs :ANn m: ·DiscoNTENTED irTH THE 

..AMERICANS FOR. LAClr OF ADEQUA!IE SUPPORT. NHU .STATED. THAT THE EN'riRE PROCESS WAS 
1 .' 

' 
i . ,.: ·:·· m.ANTri..E, AND A CHILDISH, WAY OF ]El'ENDE.NCE UPON A SUPERIOR TO SOLVE ONE'S 
i 

! . . . PROBLEMS. BE -STATED. '1'H.AT IT .WAS NEcESSARY TO DEVELOP ·A MATURITY IN THE 

1· . · · ' 'vri:TNAMEsB PEOPLE so· TIIM ·TBEY WOULD TAKE TliE RESPONSIB;rLITY Fa! SOLVING Tl!Em 
1.·· 

1: 

I·. 
. . -Td.SHIFr RESPONSIBILITY FOR m·sot.UTION OF THE PROBlEM. BE· ·STATED THAT THE 

i .. ·. 
I . ."· ,,. .. . . . . . . . .. ·... . 

i· _: .. ·. :·ST.R.A.TEGIC .B.AMIET WAS 'rBE WAY 'rO ~ODU:CE .THE PROCESS ·oF BEGINNING MATURITY_ 
' . 

!".' ·. ·._··:··:·To·~···VJ:ETNAMESE.·PEOPLE.AND THE~~.~ SAID ... THAT THE. DniCIALS -WERE .. 
' ' . . . 

:· _ .· · MtJcH AMUsED AT THE .. DES~ION ·OF:~· DISCO~NT AND FOUND MUCH VALIDITY· IN HIS 
,, 

J.: 

J·' .-·_·;·.: 'mii RE~G THE. I.ESSON,· AS. ara&iwisE .THE OLD ~I~ OF DEPENIENCE uPON . 

.. ·. _· -·- pqWiRs.:ABOVE. wouwRETURN AND_. m· woLEi·.:V!cious ctciE ·OF nJ:scoNTENT woULD sTART 

f ~ 
, ·., 
' . 
~- ~ ". ... . ... 
[ .. ··. 

j·''. 
I 

I. . 
~-~--·: ... . 
. \· ·.• ·;_ 

.AGAIN. 

.. ·~ ' . 
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CL.ASSIFICAYIOM- DISSIWIMATIOM COMTII.OU 

MINISTER.Of .. ;:llf.IERIOR BUl ·vAN LUONG,· m A sEPARATE CO~ON ON 13. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . •' . . ·. 

FEBR~Y, . STA!mD ~ mro. BAD· G~ · :m:smuCTioNs. THA:r THE- s'.I'RM:EGIC HAMLETS i. · 
. . · .. · ·. . . . '" .· . . . . . . 

', . PR~ BE CONDticTJm tmilER THE . :rou.· CONTROL OF 'i'BE NEW. IN'lERMINISTERIAL . 
•.• .. · 

.. .-... ·:cOMM±SSION •. B:E· SAiil '!$AT NBU HAD SPECIFICALLY STATED THAT THE CiovERNME..'I'fr DID 
:. . . . . .· ..... : . . . 

· .:· ·-~'.NOr WISH A 'REPETITION OF T.BE ·ERRORS. MADE IN THE INITJ:.AnoJ.iJ OF THE AGROVrm 
' ·. . . . . 

. ,•1 ·•· .. , ·. . . . 

· · · PROGRAM. NHU EMPHASIZED THE NECESSITY OF EXPLAINING TO THE POPULATION WHAT . .· . . . ' 

: ·. ·'. 1 I'f WAs BEING .ASIPm TO DO AND OF FOLLOWL'I'iG VERY STRICT RULES, FOR INSTANCE, . . . (, . 

. : · .. TH.Ar·· THE POPUI.A1'ION BE A$<ED TO ASSIST. ONLY IN ITS OWN I,.OC~TY. AND NOT BE 

. ::. REQtmmn TO "dax ON DISTANT AREAS~ ·.·~ ALsO S'.rA!IEJ THAT THE PROVINCE CHIEFS 

·. · ...... ·::~:. II\TSTR~ mar Tq_ ~riB OFF m: . .ALL:··numcTioNs, rnmATING s'.I'RM:EGIC HAMLETs 
. . . . . 

AcCORDING TO ·mm OWN II:IEAS, BUT TO FOLLOW ~ PROORAM AND PATTERN TO BE 
. -~ 

ESTABLISHED . BI THE. STRATBGIC HAMLETS' COMMITrEE. . . . . . . . 

J'lELD ·DISSEM~ STA!IE ~ NAVY Am MAAG AID .CINCPAC PACFLT . · . .· .·· . 

·" , .... 

END OF. MESSAGE . · · 
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