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1. ﬁGo Dnm mm, morm AND POLITICAL ADVISOR OF PRESIDENT NGO DINH DIEM,
STA'.I!E‘D on 1h mmumx 1962 TEAT m STRATEGIC HAMLETS' PROGRAM WOULD. EE. MORE
THAN A xmmon OF AFFQRDING TEFENSE FOR "THE PUPULATION OF VIETNAM IT WOULD EE A
BASIC SMGIFORMDEVELOPMENTOFVIETNAM EE STATEDTEATACWCMLADIT
mvmmmwmmmssormscms WHOFAILEDTOTURNTHEGOVERNMENTS
REVOLUJ?IONAKY mocmm In'ro RRALI’I‘! HE STAIED HOWEVER, THAT THE CCMPLAINT WAS
omrmmmrmm, mmmmwmmmmmmw OFTEECADRETO

omnm I THE CORBITION oF INSECURITY IN THE COUNTRYSIIE. IT WAS: NECESSARY

FORTHEGOVEBMNTTOSOGRGANIZETHESITUAMONTEATTHECADKECOWDBEPMCED
'IN ‘I'HE AREA OF HIS WORK AND AFFORDED THE NEGESSARY PRO.EECTION AN’D FACILITIES
FORTEEWORK TEESMGIOEAMLETS'PROGRAMWOUIDPROVI]EBOIHOFTHESE .
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""'-".a. TEE mmmmrnmwmummmmmmmm wmcnwoux.nmm
1T rmncmmx mormm pon xmmm. o
A_'. IT WAS ms'r OF ALL TRADITIONAL .RESTING UPON THE BASIC UNIT OF
vmmmss SOCIETY. m:s IT CAPITALIZED UPON THE INGRAINED mms OF “THE

POPUI.ATION. T -

B._.'.f | THE SECOND ASPECT WAS THAT IT WOULD AFFORD THE MEANS TO Mommzn

E V]ETNAMESE LIFE NHU S’I!AED TBA![‘ IT VAS. LESS A PROBLEM OF RAISING TEE STANDARD

OF LIVING THAN OF CHANGING THE MOI]E OF LIVING. HE SAID THAT IF AITENTION WAS
GIVEN 'I'O INSERTING NEW MOI}ES OF LIFE INTO THE ORDINARY PEASANT S E}USTENCE ’ I'I‘

WOULD INEVITABLY BRING ‘SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES I HIS ORIENTATION. NHU COMPARED

THE RESULT OF TEE INSERTION OF EMALL AWOMOBILES WASHING MACHINES, ETC INTO

'I'HE LIFE OF THE EUROPEAN WORKING CLASS WHICH HE CLAIMED HAD DISRUP‘]ED COMIVIUNIST '

3 :[NFLIENGBOVER THIS CLASS. AS A RESULT, NHU SAID, MOST EUROPEAN COMMUNIST

"“""‘I"ARTIES OPPOSED MODERNIZATION. HE STATED Trm' THE ASIAN COMMUNIST PARTIES

WERE 1ESS IN‘]IEI.LICENT IN ‘I!HEIR APPROACH, AS THEY ADVOCATED - MODERNIZATTON OF
ASIAN LI.FE WITHOUI‘ REALIZING TEA‘I' IT WOULD INEVITABLY REDUCE THEIR OWN ORGAN-
IZATIGNAL POWER NHU STAED THAT A S‘I'UD! OF STEPS APPROPRIA!IE FOR VIETNAM ALONG‘
THIS LINE- SEOULD BB MADE AND A CGNSCIOUS EFFQRT DEVOTED TO INSERTING -THESE NEW -
MODES OF LIFE INTO VIETNAM. .- AS AN EXAMPLE P HE CI‘]ED “THE' EFTEG’P-OF DISTRIBUTING |
BIC!CLEB WITH MIGRG‘XOIORS, THUS MAKING THE PEASANT MOBILE AND CHANGING HIS MODE
OF LIFE TEE S‘J.‘RA‘.EGIC KAMIET, HE REI'.EERATED, .WOULD AFFORD THE NECESSARY
PROIEGI‘ION AND EGONQGC BABE FOR SUCH A MODERNIZATION PRG}RAM
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) LG, '.rm; mnnmrr, NEU SAID, woum iy IEMOCRATIZATION . -‘HE.
m:mmn IT AS m mucmon orm AND ORIER TO RURAL LIFE. R S‘I‘ATED THA.L
R ,mmsmwrmmsmswmmosmmomcmwm vmmmsm comme'rs
: AND BY G-OVERNMENT OF vm'mAM (GVN) ‘ELEMENTS, BOTH MILITARY AND CIVIL. THIS WAS
CIN S PART A RESULT oF 'mm DISPERSION OF THE POPULATION AND ITS INABILITY TO ASSUME:
s o GOVERNANCE . AS AN mnucmnm'r TO FORM A STRATEGIC HAMIET, NHU SAID THE
"popux.mon snom.n BE ASSURKD THAT THE EAMLET WOULD EE GUARANTEED THE FULL |
. APPLICATION oF LAw B! rrs OWN AUTECRITIES, THUS' MOVING IT TOVWARD A SYSTEM OF
. IQQDEMOCRATIZATION APPROPRIA!IE T0 THE COMMUNITY. HOWEVER, I WOULD HAVE LITTLE 6R
"NO.T.'HING 10 DO WITH CHANGES OF THE GOVERIMENT IN SATGON. NHU STATED THAT HE HAD
L 'f.-"__._*:taRouch oUT IN A’ RECENT TALK TO GVN OFFICIALS THAT ONE COULD CHANGE THE
- ! GOVERNMENT - IN SATGON 35 mms WITH NO EFFECT UPON THE REAL STTUATION IN THE
i:__':"'coummxsm, BUT THAT \THE APPLIGATION -OF THE STRATEGIC HAMLETS' sxsmm WOULD
;- f'ffnsmmu AFFECT ‘THE mmocnmzmom OF THE COUNTRYSIIE IN A WAY WHICH TOUGHED
m popuwrzon ITSELF. THE S'l!RA'EGIC HAMLET WOULD ALSO, ACCORDING TO NHU, AFFORD |
A BASIS FoR THE BUILDING  OF INS‘I‘I'.[‘U'I'IONS Y VIETNAM TO GIVE ADDITIONAL STABILITY,
j E G.; coomamvss, MEDICAL smmcss, rmucmom, WOMENS' Movmms, YOUTH
't:_:"":.MONrEIENTE, —_— oL .' R e | |
B '."' 3. MU s'.rmn THAT EE HAD DISCUSSED THE STRAEEEGIC mms' comcms WITH
i A GROUP OF covmmmw orncnms RECENTLY, AND EAD MALE ONE VERY STRONG ADDITIONAL
'Pomn 7O THEM. -(FIELD cowmm ws-703!+ TDCS 3/501,110 GAVE AN ACCOUNT, FROM |
W";AFAmLzmmsomcn, wm'smmmmmc ) HE STATED THAT EE
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_Jrase  FOUR

. WAS AWARE 'IHAT THERE WAS MU’CH DISCONIENT AMONG THE VARIOUS LEVELS OF THE
| GOVERNMENT, V_IHICH HE SAID, S'JEMMEP I"ROM 'I‘HE GOVERM&ENT'S APPROACH T0 ‘I’HE JOB.

- ANY LOCAL OFFICIAL WHO FAGED A PROBLEM MADE A REQUEST TO HIS NEXT HIGHER AU-

. ; THORITY FOR ASSISTANCE AND WAS DISCONTENTED IF THE ASSISTANGE‘ WAS INADEQUATE.

. THE nzxm 'LEVEL REQUESTEID THE CHIEF OF PROVINCE WHO REQUESTED ASSISTANCE FROM »
- .jfrrm -mms'mx,‘m HAD THE SAME REACTION. THE MINISTER MAIE fma REQUEST OF THE

. PRESIIENT AND WﬁS DISCON'IEﬁlED'AT INADEQUATE SﬁPPORT THEORETICALLY, THE |

PRESIDENT SHOULD MAKE REQUES’I'S OF TﬂE AMERICANS AND BE DISCONTENTED WITH THE

AMERICANS FOR LACK OF ATEQUATE SUPPORT. NEU STATED THAT THE ENTIRE PROCESS WAS
INFAN‘I‘ILE, AND A CHILDISH WAY OF TEPENTENCE UPON A SUPERIGR TO SOLVE ONE'S
" ."  PROBLEMS. HE STATED. THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO TEVELOP -A MATURITY IN THE
: ;"-"ivmmmss PECPIE SO m THEY WOULD TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOLVING THEIR
cwn PROELEMS, Um.I_zmc SUCH ASSISTANCE AS WAS GIVEN THEM, BUT NOT ATTEMPTING
10 SHIFT ‘REs’Pdm’sian FOR THE sdi.tﬁ*xon 6F THE PROBLEM. HE STATED THAT THE
v }*smmsxc 'HAMLET WAS m WAY TO mmonucn THE PROCESS ‘OF BEGINNING MATURTTY
By THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERMNT | NHU SATD THAT THE OFFICIALS WERE. |
- MUCH RMUSED AT THE nsscamzon OF THE DISCONTENT AND FOUND MUCE VALIDITY IN HIS
a smmmm- op HOW 0 ovmccm IT, HE SATD, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO |
i KEEP REPEATING THE 1ESSON, * AS' OTHERWISE THE OLD HABITS OF TEPENIENCE UPON
- - POWERS ‘ABOVE WOULD' RETURN AND THE' WHOLE VICIOUS CYCLE OF .D'I'SCOI.\ITENT WOULD START

" AGAIN.
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ok, mmsm or mmxon BUL VAN LUONG, IN A smm couvmsmom om 13

FEBRUARY, S'].‘A!ED THAT NEU HAD GIV.QN INS'.ERUCTIONS _THAT THE STRATEGIC HAMLETS'

-:'PROGRM(BECONDUGTBDIMERTEEFULLCON'BOLGFTHEWM‘IERMIMS‘ER.AL

COMMISSION. HE SM:D TEAT NBU E.AD SPECI.FICATLY STATED THAT THE G-OVERNMENT DID

NOI WISH A EEPETITION OF THB ERRORS MADE IN 'I'HE INI‘I‘IATION OF THE AGROVILLE

‘ PROGRAM NHU EMPH.ASIZED THE NEGESSITI OF EXPLAINING TO THE POPULATION WHA.[‘

T A EEING ASKED TO O AND OF FOLLOWING VERY STRICT RULES, 'FOR INSTANCE,
AT T POPULATION B ASKED TO ASSIST ONLY IN ITS OWN LOCALITY AND NOT EE
 REQUIRED 70 WORK ON DISTANT AREAS., 'HE ALSO STATED THAT THE PROVINCE CHIEFS
"WERE INSTRUCTED NOT TO LAUNCH OFF IN: AL DIRECTIONS, CREATING STRATEGIC HAMLETS
= ACCORDINGTOTEEIROWNIDEAS mrommowmmmmmpmwmom

| ESTABLIS D, B m STRATEGIC EAMLETS' comaTIEE. |
.'5. FIELD mssm | STATE ARMI NAVY AIR MAAG AID .CINCPAC PACFLT .

-~

ARPAC PACAF. :
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