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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Cantral Intelligence s 9
. . . - L3 é?’
w»

THHOUGH ¢ Deputy Director (Plans). ' Kz\\~’///

- BUBJECT: Cbronology of the Matahambré Sabotage
" Operation
. REFERENCES: A, Momorandum to the Speciel Group
o (Augmented) from Brigadier General

Lznsdale dated 14 November 1962

B. My Hemorsndum to you dated 14 Novenmber
1062 . ‘
1. Action: This memorandum is for your information and
pursuant to your requesp. »
9, Pursuani to your request relayed through Mr. ¥alter

. " Elder, set out belew are addi:ional conzents referring to the
chronolegy in referenced memorrandum,. These comments are keyed

to the paragraphs_concerning ‘wvhick you raised specific questions:

(8) My dperational Jisry reflects that Lansdale
was advised of our plans for re-run of the Matahembre
oparation on this dete. In addition, tie memorandum
dated 19 September 1962 to the Acting Director of
Centrel Intelligence xeferred to in pavagraph 10 of

]
! referenced menorandum specificolly siates thot the

information contsined ip that memorandun wos passed
informally to Lansdale on 18 September 1962.

. (10) Attached 138 tie oripinal -of the 19 September
. : 1862 nonmorendum to the fceting DCI with his notation
D . concerning briefing the Special Group (Augmented).
You will note that thils nméewmorancum reflects that the
information theroin was prssed to Lonsdale on 18 Septem-~
. ber 1962 snd that the memorkndum yeoflects that a copy
a .- theroof was sent to Lenudale. The Special Group (Aug-
mented) was, a5 you will recall, sdvised of our plans
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‘ to re-run this operntiou at its maeting on 4 October

S ¢ime it was inside.

18 October 1962 in the presence of Lansdale ig re-

Ul-h] [y
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SHRITIVE L B
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1962,
- {11) Attdched is d'cbpy of General Lansdale's
nemorancdum dated 20 .September 1862 which was in re-
sponse to the momorandun reierred to in the above

paragreph. iy operaticaal notes yoflect that tals
memoynndun, after receipt, was discussed with Lansdale

and the major question wvas whether or not the tean
could not bhave performed an alternate mission at the
lic wssd advised oxrslly that in

view of operatiomal. corditions it could not have,

(13) Attached is i1 copy of the 11 October 1962
memorandum to Lansdale.

(16) My operationnl diary reflects thet Lansdele
was briefed on 17 Octoher 1962 on our plans to re-run
the Hatahawbre Operation within the ensuing few days. .
Ur, Helms, who was preseat st this meeting, also
recalls this. _ s

(17) Tha advice to the Afttorney General on

*
: -
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flected by ny operatioaal dizry notes. Lir, lelns

wvho was also present recalls this,

(19) - Hy operational dizry reflects & long dis-

- cussion on 20 October 1962 with Lensdale, in which he
wag specificelly told that we were re-ruunning the
Matahambre Operation znd that the Matzhambre Operation
anlong with the Galefre Bridge COperation, which we
then were still consiceriny, weras the only {wo sabotage
operations which we fclt we could undsrtske at that

tine in view of the changed condltions.

(21), (22), (23 ). (24) This chronology wszs not
fully inown to Lansdalie szt the time, nox was it
fully known to Task Force W until the return of the
operational team to {0 niami uxer on 24 October,

- {(27) The 24 Octooer 1962 VWeekly Mteport which
contained the general comaent on this operation
did go to Lansdale's office ond other appropricte

nenbexrs of the Special Group (Augmentcd)
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(28) I hnve cerefully questioned Mr., Halpern,
“Executive Officer/TFW, cn this briefing and he .
" distinetly recalls advising Lausdale orally on the
morning of 28 Cctober 1¢32 that the liatahombre
Operation hnd been re-rin; that we had not heard _
from the team; had not lLeen able to recover the tean, 0.
o

and wmust: presums the term to be either. 1ost or in 5 -~
hiding' . . f N < -
) (29) The mention oi the Matahambre Operation, K

. the meeting of the Specinl

- a8 best I can recall, at
Group (Lugmented) came up in an aside, I believe
from General Taylor, whe esked in eifect, "Vhatever
happened to that sabotaje cperation'”, and wss advised
orally thet it had been re-run; that the cacbing part
of the operation had been successful, but that the
sabotage team bad not buen heard ifrom the must be

. presumed lost. Unfortuistely, my operational diary

; notes on this point reflect only that the dMatzhrnbre

Operation waes mnntioned casually at the Special Group

- (bugmented) meeting.

3. All of the commeénis contained in the chronology in
reference remorandum are substantiated either by memorande,
operational notea, or operatlonal diary records.

4, As you are aware, my memorandum to you dated 14 Novem-
hor 1962 wes prepared prior te the receipt of Lousdole's _ ,
meporandum and wus not desiguaed asA&h anSwer to it. S&et osut
below for yvour furtithexr inforanation are peritinent comments
concerning the specific points made in Lensdale's memorcndun,

AAVIATT Q¥OZ *¥ aTvwaEs amr wowa mmxm

n. Vith regard to psregraph 2 of Lansdale's
nemorendum s reflected by reference chronology,
the statoment that Opexntion Hongoose had had no
zation on thls operation since esrly Ccteber

inforn
was. patently fols Sreciiic reference is made to
the penultimate paragrcpﬁ ‘in Lansdsle’s memorandun

'concerning a roport frcm CIA which he used as n
basis for & nmemorandum dated 31 October 1952 to

Mr. Roswell Gilpatric. This referz to the tele-
phonic conversation on the evening of 30 October
1962 botween Lensdele nnd-HungeBifestChesver, Doputy .
Chiei/TFV, which is re:erred to egpecificea lly in
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paragraph 2 on pages ' and 8 of my reoference memo~
rendun, I have discuused this matter in detall with
swmChéever and he cloarly recollects that his con-
versation with Lansda.e on that dete took place =s
reflected in my reference memorandum. Puring this
conversation there was no discussion of previous
operations except & brrief discussion of the CODLRA and
"ANTORRID teams and Lsusdale did not, according to

=MPEECHEEYETYs recollection, ask any specific questions .
. concerning asseits inside or prior operations wnich o
. . wotild logically have iead to any further discussions E
) at that time of the Mitahambre Operation, &
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