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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of C3ntral Intelligence 

TEUOUGH: Deputy DirectJr (Pl.JlllS). 

SUBJECT: Chronology of the Mnta.haabre Sabotage 
·.Operation 

A •. Memorandum. to the Special Group 
(Augmented) from· Bri~adier General 
Lansdale dated 14 November 1962 

B. My M~mortndum to you dated 14 Novenber 
1062 

1. Action: This memoralldum. ia for your information n.nd 
pursuant to your request. .. 

(j) 
t!i 

2. Pursuant. to your reqHest :r.~loyed through Mr. Walter ~ 
· Elder, set out below nra addi·:iona.l cor.l.rl!ents referring to tile 0 

,. 
\ 
! 
I 

I 
! I 

chronology in referenced rnemo::nnclum, These cornmenta n.re keyed ::tJ 
to 'the pat•n.graphs conce1·ning ·vnic.ll you raised specific questions: · 

(9) Uy d'Perr.tional ·litt.ry reflects thnt Lansd:Jle 
~ms ndvised o:f our .plana for re-run of the 1b•tabDmbre 
operation on this dete. In addition, the memorandum 
dated 19 September 1962 to tho Acting Directol" of 
Central Intelligence referred to in p~ragrnph 10 of 
referenced me~orandum specifically stntes that the 
in:formatioU Contcdned iD thnt mel.'\Orandum V!D.S p::t8Sed 
informally to Lausdalo on 13 S~ptember 1962. 

(10) Atttt.ched is tl:e ori~;inal ·of the 19 SC";!ptember 
1962 PlOmorandmn to the Jcting DCI with his notation 
co11.cerninr; briefincr tll.e Special Group (i'mgmented). 
You 11111 note til::l.t this mbm.orr!ndur;a reflects thz.t the 
infor;M.:.tion the1.··oin wss pr.seed to L~nsclnle on 18 Septem­
ber· 19G2 rmd that tll.o HtHnornnci'l:u:n ro.nccts .that a copy 
thereof wa!:l sent to Lgn:;c.'i;-.la. Tho Special Group (Aug­
mented) was, aG you w11:. recr..ll, :1dvised of our plans 

. ; . 
~.: ... 

r;\_ 

l.::~:! ;·~ .-
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to re-run this operation ~t ita.meeting on 4 October 
1962... ,. 

(11) Attached 1a o. copy of General L"-nsdale's 
memorandum dated 20.Septcmber 1962 which was in re­
.aponse 'to the t'lomornndu n rc~el·red to in the nbove 
parngreph. My operatioaal notes ~oflect that this 
memql~nndu.m, after I'CC0ipt, WfJS diSCUSSed Witti ~nsdale 
and the mnjor question was whether or·nCit the te.r-...~n 
could not b.sve performed an altornat.e mission at the 
~time 1~ wns insiue. llc wr.s ~dvised orDlly that in 
view of operational. cor..ditions it could not have. 

(13) Attached is 1· copy of the 11 October 1962 
.lliemorandWll. to Lansdale, 

(16) My operationi'l diary reflects the.t Lansdale 
\1Il.S bl"iefed on 17 Octoher 1962 on our plnns to re-run 
the Uatal..tawbro Operation within the ensuing few d:~.ys •. 
Mr.· He1ms, who, was pre::;ent r .. t this meeting, nlso 
recalls this~ ' 

(17) Tha ::~dvice t'' the Attorney General on 
18 October 1962 in the preaence of Lansdale is re­
flected by my opcratioaal di..:ry notes. .llr. Helr~s 
wbo wns also present recalls this. 

(19) · My oparationn.l diary reflects a long uiG­
cusaion ou 20 October 1$62 with LDnsd~lo, in which he 
TinS specificr.lly tola that we were re-running the 
M~t~ha~bre Operutiou ~nd th~t the AI~t~hnmbre Operntion 
nlong with tho Galef1·<:· Briclge Operation, \Vhich wa 
then were still cousi<~ering:, ·were the only two ft?r•botnge 
ope:rr.,tions w!J.ich we f<!lt we co\.\ld · uudert&.lte at that 
time in viow of the cl1angod conditions. 

(21), (2.2), (23), (24) This. chronology w::>.s not 
fully .h:·nown to Ln.nsd;l:u:; ~t the time, .nor \V:lS it 
fully known to •rask l>~·}rcG· W until the return of ·the 
operational·tenm to t.1e i.!1am1 urea on 24 October • 

. (27) Tho 24 Octooer 1962 Weekly Ueport which 
contnincd tlla general cor.tm.cnt on. this operl:!tion 
did go to Lnnsdnlc'·s office ~nd 9tber approprieta 
1\U~L'lbe::t.•s of tho Special Group (Aur;mented). . 

-2~ 
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(28) I htt.ve ce.refull:,r questioned Mr. Ualpern, 
.·Executive. O:f:ficer/TFi'i, c n 'this briefing nnd he . 
distinctly recalls adviEing Lansdale orally on the 
morning of ·28 October H 32 that' the 1-!a.tahc.mbre 
Operation h::'!d been re-rt n; that we had no·t hca1~4 
from the tenm.; h&d not l,een e.b1e to recover the team, 
and must presume the teuil to be eitber.;lost or in 
hiding. · 

(29) The mention of the Matahmnbrc Operation, 
as best l can rocnll, .n1: the meeting of the Special 
Group (J~ugmented) c1:1.me ttp in· nn aside, I believe 
from· Genel.'al Tnylor, who .asked ill effect, "\fuatever 
bnppened to that sabotace operation", and wt.s ~dvisee 
orally th~t it had been re-run; th~t the caching part 
o:f the operation h<:td bo•!ll successful, but that the 
sabota!;e toruu. bad not b:~en heard from tho must. btl 
,presumed lost. Unfortu:l&.tely, ruy operation . .al diary 
notes on this point reflect only that the ~l<'!tuhnmbre 
Oper~tion was mentioned casually nt the Special Group 
(t~ug:nented) meeting. 

3. All of tho comments contn1ned in the chronology in 
ro:feren·c.e ruemora.ndum aro sub;tauti.a.ted either by meraornndo., 
operational notes, or oper~tlonal dinry records. 

4. J.s you are aware, my memorandum. to you. dnted 14. Novem­
ber 1962 w~s. prcpr..red pt•ior to the receipt of Lr..nsclnle' s 
mc.sdorandum. and wus not des1gued ns an answer to it. Sot; out 
below for your further infor:.1a.tion P.re pe1·tinent comments 
concerning tbe specific points .111ade in L~nsdale's mo1~1orr~ndum. 

n. l'fi th regard to pt~r£~.graph 2 o:f Lansrla.le' s 
oomorr.udum ss l'eflectoc by l'ef~;n~ence chrpnolor;y, 
the atato2ent that Operntion Mongoose had had no 
information on this op~r~tion·uince e~rly October 
WX!Spn.tently fnlse. Sy,ecific refercmco is :naoe to 

. the penultimate paracrfph ·in Lansdale's memornndua 
conce):niug n roport frc i:\ CIA which· he used ns n 
basis for a ~emorundu~ d~ted 31 Octob~r 1~62 to 
Mr. Rocwall Gilpntric. Tb:ls refera to the tele­
phonic conversation ou the cvcnin[; of 30 Octobor 
1902 botween Lcm.:;dule r.nd 'l.o~h:.-.. ~eDr.\:i'eeifG!ie;ev;e~, Deputy . 
Chie:f/Tl'W, which is ro~:e:t•1·ed to cpec~fic:~lly in 

.t;r,;·.;· 1 
Excln~;'::::i!.~ >.: 

Gr::::';r.i ,in~ 
' . G·!;::t;~t: i ':.~: 
~ 

1.1. 
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ppragraph 2 on pr.r;ea .. ttnd 8 of my reference .r.lemo­
·rnneu.m. I have discunsed tllis m::.tter in detrdl. with 
ut:::-·cnli·ever nnd he cloarly recollects that his con­
versation with Lnneodn:.e on that dL".te took place ~s 
reflected 111 my rcfc:rnnce memox•nndul"!l. During this 
conversation there vraa no· discussion of p~evious 
operations except a b:~ief discussion of· the COlli"""U.t. nnd 

··M.t~JJ.JYI~D· teams ond Lsnsdale did not, i!Ccording to 
:'!·~;,~¢li!$Y,;v.~e.r~!3 recolle•!tion, nslt Dny .specific questions 
··concerning CISSets ins i.de or prior operations Which 
WOUld logically have ·Lead to any further .diSCUSSions 
at that time of the !.btaba.mbre Operation. 

Attachments 

cc: Dl)/P 
DDCI 

WILLWI K. HARVEY 
Chief, Task Force W 

:"' !, • 

.. '. ····.: .. ····-: .... 
:I'IIJ 

0 

SECRET 
~ENSl}]'JE · 

' .... \ . · .. 

:~ 

·. E: 
=· 
!~ 
:~< 

! 
I 

••• > 

,. 
Elclu~~.:'' 
:. Co::;, 

·. f.~;;-. 

~hi!',., 
.fn/~'(. 
;~··f :. 

Docid:32204633 Page 6 

'!Jn,-::: 
':."'h·:··. 




