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JUSTIFICATION 

014984 
This subpoena is required to allow staff access to the 

files of informants who perhaps have played pivotal roles in 

matters that are in need of resolution by the Committee. 

Specifically, the need for access to these files is as follows: 

1) Access to the unexcised Invader Informants' files 

is needed so that the staff, particularly Bill Webb and Ken 

McHargh who are intimately familiar with the King Security file, 

can ascertain the role of the Invaders, if any, in the assassina-

tion and, if necessary, interview the informants themselves. 

2) Access to the unexcised informant file of the 

JER associate who was acting as an FBI informant in 1968 is needed 

to ascertain his contact with J ER, if any, and to interview him 

if necessary. 



ORIGINAL 

BY AUTHORITY OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

To -~-=----~~!?-~:t:-~_!?_~~-~~Y.!. ... ?.:t: ... ~E-.¥. .. 3:':~-~-~~-~-~~!: __ ~esigna ted by him: 

You are hereby commanded to summon _____ !E.~--I!~::.?_:t:_~!?-~!: ... ~~-~ f ~~!: ___ ~_: __ _!?_~_ll:! ... 

-~-~~-'?E!:~X.-~~-~~E~~-! .... ~!:}_~~~--~~-~!:-~-~---I?.~E~E..~~~-~--9! __ ~~~~-~-~~-!---~~~-~-~~~~on , 

D.C. 20530 

to be and appear before the ____ f?_§1§9_t __ ~..9..mmi.:t.J;~_§ __ Q!} ___ ~_!?§.A_!i§i.n..C!.t.!.Q!1.!?...r.. ___________ _ 

Committee of the House of Representatives of the United States, of which the Hon ... 1.9.'11..!? ______ _ 

-~-1;-Qk.e.~------------------------------------------------------- is chairman, --------------------------

------------------------------------ -------LSE.E.. . .S.UJ?.EL.E_M;:_Nl'J _______________________________________________ _ 

in their chamber in the city of Washington, on ____________ l'llJJ.r_sQ._Q.y_, ___ NQY_~.mlb~X"----9_, ____ l.9_7_§...£ 

·---------------------------~---------------------• at the hour of _______ ....9_..:.._0Jl.. .. a .... m ...... ____________ _ 

then and there to testify touching matters of inquiry committed to said Committee; and he is 

not to depart without leave of said Committee. 

Herein fail not, and make return of this summons. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the House of Representatives 

of the United States, at the city of Washington, this 

--------------- day of __________ Q.c.to..be.r _____________ , 19.J..B 

Louis Stokes Chairman. 
Select Committee on Assassinations 

Atte~ £)/_. A 
s;> ~~ ... a. 

---·-·--.. - ·--------···----·------·· ·------
Clerk. 



S U P P L E M E N T 

. and to produce any and all FBI Headquarters and 

Field Office informant files, in unexcised form, for the 

following individuals: 

1) The informant referenced in paragraph two of 

the attached June 13, 1978 correspondence from 

the FBI, whose excised informant file (170-70) 

has been made available for review to Committee 

Chief Counsel, G. Robert Blakey. This file 

is to be produced only to the extent that it 

covers the period January 1, 1967 through 

December 31, 1969; and 

2) the informant referenced as "Informant C" in 

paragraph three of page two of the attached 

August 10, 1978 correspondence from the FBI. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASBINCTON, D.C. 20535 

~~~ · 

c:f?~ t? ¥.37/ 
June 13,. 1978 

-···· - . HOUSE -SELECT COMNI'l'TEE ON. ASSASSINATIONS 
··- -· - U. S . ·· HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 

Reference is made to letter to the Attorney General 
from G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, · 
dated April . l2, . 1978. This letter ·requested ·access to FBI 
files of all informants within the Invaders organization 
during··l968 and that ·the FBI make · available for intervie\v 
FBI Agents who handled these informants . . This letter also 
identified several docum.ents from FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ) 
files concerning the ·relationship between Klan members and 
Arthur Hanes, Sr. ·, in the · course of Hanes' represe:1.tation 
of· James Earl Ray. The HSCA requested that the .FBI contact 
informant(s) who provided information in these ·documents to 
determine if these informants \vould be agreeable ·to inter-
view by the HSCA. · · 

Thi~ .. letter is to confirm that on May 17, 1978, 
at the House Office ·Building, Mr. Blakey reviewed a copy of 
the· files of FBI informants who provided information con­
ce:tn~g · the Invaders : All information ·which could identify 
these informants was excised from the files . Notes ta~en 
by ·Mr. Blakey during the ·revie·w were · returned to represen­
tatives of the FBI·. These · notes 1~ill be maintained by the 
Congressional · Inquiry Unit, Records Management Division, 
FBIHQ: . · 

The Memphis Office of the FBI has provided the 
identities of Agents who handled the above informants. · 
Since in · some cases more than one · Agent ·handled a particula~ · 
informant, it is suggested the HSCA review this material to 
determine which Agent · the HSCA feels should be intervie1ved. 
This material is· available for HSCA access at ·FBIHQ. 

Information concerning the relationship between 
Klan members and Hanes, as ·reported in ·documents listed · in 
referenced HSCA letter, was provided by three FBI informants. 
This letter is to ·confirm that two of these · inforrnants 
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... _ _ , .. 

. -. .. . 
House Select Committee on Assassinations 
U~ S~ . House · of ·Representatives (HSCA) 

.. : ~ -~- : • • • - - - · •. - - ~ • • . . • . . j - · . .. . .. . .. . ·. .. ~. . .. ::.:: __ . ; _ 
-" . .. - -·- - ... .. ... . - .. . ' . . . . . ·.-

agreed to HSCA interview and were furnished the . names and 
telephone numbers · of .. appropriate .HSCA personnel to contact. 
The . third informant refused under any circumstances to be 
interviewed py the HSCA. · 

.This letter. completes response to. HSCA letter 
number _2 .of April.: 12,.· 1978. · · 

- 2 -

..: .. - - - ~._ 
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Ui\ITED STATES DEPART.\lENT OF JUSTICE 24tJ222 
) 

FEDl::HAL OUflEAU OF I r\VESTIGATtON 

WASJI Ii:'\ GTO:'\", D . C. 20 53 !> 

August 10, 1978. 
. . 

HOUSE SELECT CO~~ITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
U. s. · HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 

. . 
. Re:rerence is made to letter to the· Attorney General 

from G. ·Robert :-Blakey, . Chief Counsel and Director, . HSCA, 
dated June 20, 1978. 

Referenced letter furnished a list of Special 
Agents of the FBI believed by the HSCA to have been involved 
in the unlawful flight investigation of James Earl Ray, prior 
to the death o:r rilartin Luther King, Jr., and requested these 
agents be made ·available for intervieN by the HSCA. This 
letter is to confirm that all agents except Rowen B. · Ayers 
(deceased), have been cleared ·from their employment agreement 
and are available for HSCA interview. Arrangements for 
interviews can be made through contact with representatives of 
the Congressional Inquiry Unit (CIU), Records Nanagement 
Division, FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ). · 

Referenced l etter furni shed a list of over 500 names 
of known and probab+e associates and possible contacts of 
James Earl Ray. The FBI ·Nas requested to determine the number 
of informants, operatives or sources on this list and attempt 
to ascertain if any such individual would consent to interview 
by the HSCA. In addition, it was requested that files of any 
such individual be prepared for revie~ by the HSCA's Chief 
Counsel and Director. On July 13, 1978, HSCA Staff Member 
Michael Eberhardt modified this reques t to include :field office 

• files concerning any such person identified as an informant, 
operative or source. 

According to a search of FBIHQ files, three individuals 
listed in r eferenced HSCA letter were identified as present 
or former FBI informants, operatives or sources. These are as 
follows: 

F tl l / OOJ 
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HOUSE SELECT COWUTTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
U. S. HOUSE OF P~PRESENTATIVES (HSCA ) 

This letter completes response to HSCA's request of 
June 20, 1978. 

- 2 -



ORIGINAL 

Subpena for _Th e._.Rono.r.ahle. __ Gr..i£fin 

B.... ---Bell..,. __ .Ai:.t.arn.ey ___ G.e.n.r.al~---Un.i.ted 

§_~~!-~~---!?~e~~~-~~!---~-~---~':~!:~-<:~-~---

W_c?:~-~~n._q~g-~_c __ ~-~-~-:-.. ---~-9...?_~_Q _______________ _ 

before the (X<Xl»l{itteJ!IDXllhe _s.elec_t ____ ~------

Committee on Assassina tions ------------------------------------------ ------------------L __ _ 

Served __________ ____________________________________________ _ 

--------------------------------------------· House of Representative• 

U .S. GOVlltHIUNT ,.IUNTING O,.,IC[ 6()--523-b 



ORIGINAL 

BY AUTHORITY OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

To -~-=----~~~-~~-~--:'?-~~-~~XL---~~---~!.1_¥. ___ ~~-~-~~-~~!:.!: ... ~e signa ted by him : 

You are hereby commanded to summon -------~!?--~--~-~!.1-~~-~e-~-~---~~-~-~-~-~!.1 ___ ~_: ___ ~-~~-~! ... 

-~-~-!::?E!.l.~X ... ~~-~~E~-~-L __ {}.!.l_~!:-~~---~-~-~!:~-~---J?.~P..~E!:~-~!:-~ .. 9.~.---!.~-~-!:};_~~-! ... Y!.~~-J::~!:.?!~on , 

D. C. 2053 0 

to be and appear before the ____ _s_~),.-~g_t __ ~_Qmmi.:t.t~-~---Qn ___ 8_$_?_C!_§.§i..n9.t.1.Qn.9.L ................... . 

Committee of the House of Representatives of the United States, of which the Hon. --~Q_lJj._g; _________ _ 

_ S .t.QJs..e~ __ __ __ ____ __ __ __ ______ __ __ _ _ __ ____ __ ____ __ __ __ __ __ ____ __ __ ____ ____ _____ __ _ __ _ is chairman, _____________ _______________________ _ 

_ __ __ __ ____ __ __ __ ____ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ _ ____ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ tS E.E. ... SJJ .P.P.b..E -~NT.} ___________________ ____________________________________ _____ _ 

in their chamber in the city of Washington, on ____________ T.ll!J.r.~Q._;ay_, ___ NQY.ero.bex ... 5L ... J.~_7JL 

·------------------------------------------------------------------------- , at the hour of __________ !)..:._Q_Q ___ a .... m .... _____ ________ __ ___ _ 

then and there to testify touching matters of inquiry committed to said Committee; and he is 

not to depart without leave of said Committee. 

Herein fail not, anq make return of this summons. 
-' 

Witness my hand and the seal of the House of Representatives 

of the ~ted States, at the city of Washington, this 

./l.:: _________ day of __ ___________ o.c.to.ber _______________ , 19 . .1.8 

-~~u~i~----c~-
elect Committee on ,A.ssassination.s 

485 



COPY 

Subpena for -'"Tbel:ron:orcm1-e--cri-tfi:n 

"lr.-""Bel.-t-;--Att"Orney--Genrrt;--un±ted 

-S-tates -l)ep&r.t.llaeD.t--of--Jgstica r-

-~&r-D..-C-r----~~-------

before the~ salect 

-eeam!~i;~ Assaseifta4;-iefte-r-­

~~-Hoese-&~ Represe&~a~i¥ea 

Served ---------------------------

------ -------------------------------· House of Repreacntative1 

U.l. GOYIRNMUT P'RINnMG Of'PICI '11-600-b 



COPY 

BY AUTHORITY OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

To --G.----Robe&-.t.--al&ke¥T--oJ:--.aA-y-&sa.J.&UAti--4esiqna ted by hia: 

You are hereby commanded to summon --------'l!he--IIORGJr~le--G&"-iff-iR---B-.---8el.Jrr 

--At.t~y--CeA~T--.un.i .. ed--.States--.Oapa&"-tment;--e-t-~irioe-r-W&ah.in.v.ton, 

--D-...G..------lOS3.0.------------------------·------·-·-·----------------------·---·---------·-·-----------·······-----------------

to be and appear before the -----Se-1-ect-·eommittee -orr-baaaafnatiorls-,--------­

Committee of the House of Representatives of the United States, of which the Hon. ··-bOUi-8------

--stokelt-----------------··------------------···--·-·-···--····-----·- is chairman, ·--·-·--···---------·------------

··-·--------------------------------------------·("SEJ!:-~pt;E-f!Elflrt-·-----------------------···---------------

in their chamber in the city of Washington, on -------------'l'hursday;--Bovember··~;-·-J:9fl!·. 

·-----------------------------------------------------·-------·---· at the hour of ·--·--···.,. 1 itO l!r;nr;··----------·---· 

then and there to testify touching matters of inquiry committed to said Committee; and he is 

not to depart without leave of said Committee. 

Herein fail not, and make return of this summons. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the House of Representatives 

of the Un~ States, at the city of Washington, this 

___ ,L.k:_ ____ day of ----------·---octcm.r----------· 19 __ 79 

Attest~ 

·---------------~--:el ----- -

485 



S U P P L E M E N T 

. and to produce any and all FBI Headquart ers and 

F i e l d Office informant files , in unexcised form , for the 

fol lowing i ndivi du a l s : 

l) The informant referenced in paragraph two of 

t h e attached June 1 3 , 1 978 corresponde nce from 

the FBI, whose exc i sed i nformant file (17 0-70) 

has been made available for review to Committee 

Chief Counsel , G. Robert Blakey . This file 

is t o be produced only to the extent that it 

covers the period January l , 1 967 through 

December 31 , 1969; and 

2) the informant referenced as " Info rmant C" in 

paragraph three of page two of the attached 

Augus t 1 0 , 1978 corres pondence from the FBI . 

485 



JUSTIFICATION 

This subpoena is required to allow staff access to the 

files of i nformants who perhaps have p layed pivotal roles in 

matters that are in need of resolution by the Committee. 

Spec i fically , the need for access to these files is as f ollows : 

1 ) Access to the unexcised Invader Informants ' files 

is needed so that the staff , particularly Bill Webb and Ken 

McHargh who are intimately familiar with the King Security fi l e , 

can ascertain the role of the Invaders, if any , in the assassina­

tion a nd , i f necessary, interview the informants themselves . 

2) Access to the unexcised informant file of the 

JER associate who was acting as an FBI informant in 1968 is needed 

to ascertain his contact with JER , if any , and to interview him 

if necessary. 

485 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTM ENT OF J USTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NVESTI GATIO N 

WASHINGTON , D .C. 20i35 

June 13, 1978 

HOUSE .SELECT CONHITTEE ON.ASSASSINATIONS 
· U. S. HOUSE OF P~PRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 

Reference is made to l e tter to the Attorney General 
from G. Robert. Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director , HSCA , 
dated April ' l2 ,. 1978. This l etter requested · a ccess to FBI 
files of all informants within the Invaders organization 
during 1968 and that the FBI make · ava ilable for intervie\•7 
FBI Agents who handl ed these informants. This l et ter also 
identified several documents from FBI Headquarters · (FBIHQ) 
files concerning the ·relationship between Klan members and 
Arthur HanE.s , Sr. ·, in the course of Hanes ' represe:1tation 
of James Earl Ray. The HSCA r equested that the FBI contact 
informant( s ) who provided information in these ·documents to 
determine if these informants \vould be agreeable to inter -
vie"t;v by the HSCA. · · 

Thi~ letter is to confirm that on May 17, 1978 , 
at the House Office · Buildi~1.g, Mr . Blakey revie,ved a copy of 
the files of FBI informants who provided information con­
ce:tning · the Invaders . All information which could identify 
these· informants was excised f rom the files. Notes ta~en · 
by ·Nr . Blakey during t he review were ·returned to represen­
tatives of the FBI. These ·notes will be maintained by the 
Congressional Inquiry Unit, Records Managemen~ Division, 
rni~ ~ · · 

The Memphis Office of the FBI has provided the 
identities of Agents 'tvho handled the above informants. 
Since in some c ases more than one Agent ·handled a particular 
informant , it is suggested the HSCA review this material to 
determine 'tvhich Agent · the HSCA feels should be i ntervie'tved. 
This material is· availabl e for HSCA access at ·FBIHQ . 

Information concerni ng the rel ationship b e tween 
Klan members and Hanes, as ·r eported in -documents l isted · i n 
r ef er enced HSCA l etter , -vms provided by three FBI informants. 
This letter is to ·confirm that tVJo of these · informants 
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House Select Committee ·on Assassinat ions 
U .- S ~ . House of Representatives (HSCA) 

... . - . . 
--

agreed to HSCA interview and were furnished the -names and 
telephone numbers--of .. appropriate .HSCA personnel to contact. 
The ' third informant refused under any circumstances to be 
interviewed by the HSCA. · 

.This letter completes response to HSCA letter 
number 2 of April: 12,.- 1978. · · 

- 2 .-

. ._,_ .... 
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U.i\ITED STATES UEP:\. RT.\lE;\T OF J USTICE 24U222 
' FE 0 E H ,\ L U U It E A l.l 0 F r 1\ VE ST 1 G :\ T I 0 N 

August 10, 1978 
. . 

HOUSE SELECT CO~~ITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
U. S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 

Refer ence is made to letter to the Attorney General 
from G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, 
dated June 20, 1978. 

Referenced letter furnished a list of Special 
Agents of the FBI believed by the HSCA to have been involved 
in the unlawful flight investigation of J ames Earl Ray, prior 
to the death of Martin Luther King, Jr ., and requested these 
agents be made available for interview by the HSCA. This 
letter is to confirm that a ll agents except Rowen B. · Ayers 
(deceased), have been cleared from their employment agreement 
and are available for HSCA interview. Arrangements for 
interviews can be made through contact with representatives of 
the Congressional Inquiry Unit (CIU) , Records r·1anagement 
Division, FBI Headquarters (FBIHQ). 

Referenced l etter furnished a list of over 500 names 
of known and probab~e associates and possible contacts of 
James Earl Ray. The FBI was reques ted to determine the number 
of informants , operatives or sources on this list and attempt 
to ascertain if any such individual would consent to interview 
by the HSCA. In addition, it was requested that file s of any 
such individual be prepared for review by the HSCA ' s Chief 
Counsel and Director. On July 13, 1978, HSCA Staff Member 
Michael Eberhardt modified this request to include field office 

~ files concerning any such person identified as an informant, 
operative or source. 

According to a search of FBIHQ fil es, three individuals 
listed in r eferenced HSCA letter were identified as present 
or former FBI informant s , operat ive s or sources . These are as 
follows : 

F''-1 1/ 00J 
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HOUSE SELECT COr.1!UTTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) 

Informant A (probable associate). This individual 
advised on July 19, 1978, that he did not desire to be inter­
viewed or contacted under any circumstances by anyone from the 
HSCA. Since this individual was operated as an informant from 
1960 to April, 1966, and there are no documents in his file 
subsequent to April, 1966, this informant file i s de emed outs:tde 
the period of HSCA interest and is not being made available . · 

Informant B (probable associate). Thi s individua l 
was contacted on July 19, 1978, and stated he does not want 
his confidential relat ionship with the FBI revealed to the 
HSCA. Since this individual was not opened as an informant 
until August, 1972, and closed in March, 1973 , his file is 
also believed to be out side the period of HSCA interest 
an j is not being made avail able. 

Informant C (probable associate). Efforts by two 
f iel d offices of the FBI to locat e this former informant h ave 
been negative . He was last reported to have l eft th e United 
States for Europe, exact address unknown. Since t hi s informant 
was operated for a brief period in 1968 , and was an inmate of 
Missouri State Penitent iary, Jefferson City, Missouri, his 
FBIHQ informant file will be made available to the HSCA ' s 
Chief Counsel and Director. All information tending to 
identify this informant will be excised in accordanc e with the 
Memorandum of Under standing. Arrangements for review by 
Mr . Blakey should be coordinated with the CIU , Records Manage­
ment Division, FBIHQ. Informant's field office file at th~ 
Kansas City Fie l d Office was destroyed during routine file 
destruction on J anuary 7, 1978 . The HSCA should also not e 
that this individual was interviewed durin~ course of FBI's 
investigation of the King assassination and results of interview , 
a long with i nformant's identity, was reported in FBIHQ 
assassination investigative file, which ~as been made .available 
to the HSCA . 

This letter completes response t o HSCA 's request of 
June 20, 1978 . 

- 2 -
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