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Sk somtl Upon learning about the assassination ‘she and her
hquand speculated that President Kennedy might have.beeﬁ
assassinated for racial reasons. When she became aware
( that the assassin was Lee Harvey Oswald, she ascertalned AyQ:r

that it was the same man that approximately two months
prior had been to the Cuban Consulate to solicit an intran-

sit visa to Russia. Having taken his name from the special

A et

documentation he presented she knew that he was married to

a Russian woman and belonged to the "Fair Play for Cuba

Committée." She checked the data in the Consulate archives
and became certain that it was the same individual who was
blonde, short, dressed unelegantly and whose face turned red

o,

when agry. The Consul had denied the visa because to
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obtain an intransit visa from the Cuban government, it

was imperative that he previously obtain a visa from the

Soviet Consulate. Since obtaining a visa from the Soviets

took four months and Oswald's Mexican visa expired soon

Oswald became excited and Duran had to call the Consul

who had an argument with him. The only aid she could give

Oswald was advising that he see the Soviet Consul, and

calling the person in charée of that'office.v The Soviet

official told her that they would have to consult Moscow

which would take four months. That afternoon, Oswald re-

turned to the Cuban Consulate and Sylvia Duran confirmed

that he could get a Cuban visa only after he received a

Russian visa. She gave Oswald her name and business phone

number but never gave him her address because she had no

reason to give it to him. She knew that phoning the Soviet

Consulate was not one of her dutiés and that if she did

so she did it only to help Oswald. She gave Oswald her

business phone number only because he would have to call

subsequently to check whether he had obtained a visa. . He

never called back. ﬁ%tﬁé‘ﬁeme*re*ﬁee—ﬂé?V@y‘@swa&é~aad
Srbeta=brranr=Novembor—2 68630 —1413) .
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‘On October 5, 1964, eleven days after the pﬁbiica—
tion Qf the Warren Commission Report; a story alleéing
Lee Harvey Oswald’'s presence at a party‘in Mexicobcity
attended by’Cuban government personnel came to the atten-—-

1

tion of the Central Intelligence Agency (Wx7427 p.94, .entry

%430, CIA #721; Blind memo dated 10/5/64, CIA #576).

of this type, if true, could negate MNarren

A Lf
€ & -
ree m LA

vEléna Garro de Paz and Deba Garro de Guerrero Galvan,

Elena's Story as Reported October 5, 1964 o S iﬁﬁﬁﬁ

first cousins fo Horqﬁib} Ruben and Lynn Duran were invited

Ao

to a twist party)at the home of Ruben Duran in the middle

of the week in thé fall of 1963. Lee Harvey Oswald wés_s,‘

alleged }o‘have been at'thisvgérty in the company of_"two‘
other.beatnik—looking boys." (Ibid.) The Americans re-
mained together the entire eVening and did not dance.
When Elena tried to speak with the Americans, she was
"shifted" to anEQher room by one of her cousins{éJ{The

memo does not state whether Elena had mentioned which cousin

had not allowed her to speak to the Americans.) One of
Elena's cousins told her at the time that (he or she) did
nct know who the Americans were except that Sylvia Duran
(an employee of the Cuban Embassy and the wife of Horatio

Duran), had brought them to the partyv.



The day after the party, Elena and Deba saw the

three Americans on the Insurgents, a main avenue in Mexico
od
17

City.{ The Garros claimed that they had recognized Oswald's

photograph when it was published after the assassinationd s +)
Sylvia Duran's arrest "underlined the Garros' certainty"”

that the m an had been Lee Harvey Oswald. (Ibid.)

Deba added that Lynn and one of the Duran brothers

had made triéghib\Texé§f (Ibid.) She added“that; even
though the Duran brotgerémﬂgaxéiwayﬁ\beén pooxr before
the assassination,-they were both dri&iﬁg'expepsive new
cars. (Ibid.) |

Thé(%ource of the-memo*&as a;witting’Central'Intellie
gence Agency asset known by the cryptonym LICQOKIE;I wﬁoﬁ).
the Committee identified as June Cobb Sharp while receiv-
ing (LICOCK'I‘E"*'s) file. Agéoraing to Elena, Ms. cobb was -

sent to her hbuse‘shortly after the assassination for a

few days, by a mutual friend, a Costa Rican writer Eunice
odio. (CIA No's 580-583; WX-7241, Entry #427, p. 92, CIA

£719) Ms. Garro asserted that while at her house, Ms.

PE

: bl
Cobb expressed interest in the Kennedy assassination.( One

night Elena's sister Deba, who was visiting, got drunk and

told the whole story. (Ibid.) Claiming to be a CIA agent,

Cobb suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell
their story. (Ibid.) Elena stated that when Cobb's suggés—

tion was rejected, Cobb stated that she would arrange a meet-



ing with the CIA Station Chief. (Winston Scott was the , ;ﬁif
Mexico City Station Chief in 1964). The meeting did not

occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to leave the Garro

-house evidently because she kicked Elena's cat. (CIA

No's 580-583; Wx7241, Entry #427, p. 42, CIA #719). A

notation on the memo says that(ﬁ?l {Licookie I) never‘ie—

gained 'c_onta'cg with Elena Garro de Paz. (Wx7241, p. 94,

Entry #430, CIA #721; Blind Memo dated 10/5/64, CIA #576).

Tﬁe(ifcdpkie memo was not inserted in either the
Eléna Garro or Lee Harvey Oswald "p" kpérsonality)‘files
but in a local léftiét and‘Cuban project file. The Com-
mittee learned about the memo from Wx-7241, a thonologi—- B
cal history of the Oswald case prepared by Anne Goodpasture
4for the CIA in 1976). The memo was found in December,
1965. kSee' Wx 7241, p. 94, CIA #721). (Stanley Watsor>

found the memo. A marginal notation on Wx7241 says, "Why

was this not sent to Headquarters?" (p. 87, CIA #714),. The

Committee has been ablg to determine that the memo was for-

warded to heédquérters shortly thereafter.

B avhy-.. j . e IS SO S
Biography. (3 4 o o) LT
= The story was told by Elena Garro de Paz who was ....._. 2

born of Spanish parents in Puebla, Mexico on December 11,

|
+ 1 1917. (All information in this section culled from Bio-
i graphy Dta form prepared by Charles Thomas.) Ms. Garro

attended the National Autonomous University of Mexico and

; . H e . L R
i ‘ 5 - g R IR Famt T e e KAl [ -
i : BN I e DR E -

L . PR a4 J : :



iatér did graduate work at Berkley in California and at

the University of Paris. In 1963, Elena had long;been mar-
ried to Octavio Paz, a career diplomat who is also one of
Mexico's finest poets and leading intellectuals. When |
Octavio was named Mexican Ambassador to India, the couple
separated by mutual consent. Elena's daughter, also named

Elena, has always resided with her mother.

Since Elena spent seventeen years of her early life
in Europe she had a rather un-Mexican objectivity about

‘,_her native land and had a reputation for being one of its

more articulate detractors. At the same time, Elena was

considered emotionally committed to a#gy aspects of Mexican T
life and made an important contribution to its artistic
'development._

In the 1960's Elena became a significant writer.

-Hogar Solido, El1 Rey Magd, La Sefora en su Balcon,>Ventura'

~Allende,_Andaise por las Ramas, Parada Empresa, and El Viaje

are plaYs that have had appreciatve audiences in Europe,
where they were translated into German, as well as in Mexi-
co. Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume

called La Semana de Colores. The Literacy Supplement of

the London Times has called her novel, Los_Recuerdos de

Porvenir, "a spendid success." Critics have said of her:
"For Elena Garro, there ‘is no¥ frontier between reality
and fantasy; in any case, the latter is a second reality—-

perhaps more intense--to which one may penetrate without
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passport or forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness of
a literature fired with passion, flavor and life.;é'Many
people who knew Elena have asserted that the frontier
between reality and fantasy is also difficult for her to
distinguish in real life. (Biography Data Form on Elena
Garra de Paz prepared by Charles Thomas.) |

Ms. Garro, for many years,.was an active worker in

- the Confederacion Nacional Campeéina (CNC) , ‘the agrarian

arm of the Partidé Reformista (PRI). Because Ms. Garro
was a tirélessipropagandist and agitator on behalf of the
poorer Mexiéan peasants, she was on close personal terms
with and enjoyed the respecﬁ of peasant leaaers from all
over the country. (Ibid.) |

Elena was considered a witty, urbane and opinionafed
woman with an unflagging sense of humor. Her forthright
opinions and sharp wit,tended on occasion tb ruffleAfeathers
. in Mexicg, kut her important social, literacy, and political
connections rendered her faily immune from serious counter-
attack until 1968} Then, Ms. Garro was forced to flee the
country with her daughter, Elenita and her sister, Deba>
Guerrero de Galvan, in the midst of the student strikes.
The House Select Committee on Assassinations has been unable

to determine the exact reason Ms. Garro had for fleeing

Mexico.
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Before her disappearance from Mexico, Elena was

well disposed toward the United States and had beéh friendly

with Embassy officers. Her hroad range of significant
bersonal friends, the views of many important to the
American Embassy, made her a useful Embassy target. (A
"useful Embassy target” is a person deemed important enough
because of acquibntances to merit frequent contact, either

witting or unw1tt1ng, with Amerlcan Embassy off1c1als )

e
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_ October 12, 1964 CIA Memo for the Record

On October 12, 1964 the Chief of Covert Action('Jim

{Elannéfy;)wrote a memo for the record reporting that Elena

Gafro de Paz had told her story to Eunice 0dio. (The Com~-
mittee has not been able to determine.if Elena Garro told
Ms..ddio the story personally or if Ms. Cobb related to
Ms. Odio what Elena had told héri_who reléyed it to ("Tich-=
bOrn"léfiéhborn wés Henry P. LOpez"cryptonym. Mr. Lopez
was  a wiEting asset WhO'erteiﬁ?bpagan&é:piecestfor“ﬁhe CIA:)
After careful review of his CIA file, the HSCA has not
Eeen able té establish:a link_from(%r. Lopeé)to either Ms.
Odio or Ms. Garro / 6n 10/9/64. éf10/12/64 memo, CIA
#596; Wx7241, p. 87, CIA #714/

The story is not as detailed as the 10/5/64 version.
There is no mention of Deba Garro Guerrero Galvan. The
story, perhaps because it is third hand, differs from the
previous story in two areas: The party was at the Cuban-

Embassy, not at Ruben Duran's; Elena talked to a Cuban
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- Embassy official, not oné& of her éohsins”about‘the‘threef1 ;,
Americans.

Attached to the memo. was a note fro

the Chlef of Statlon, Wlnston Scott, which read,v"DO‘foﬁlfh”:
‘want me to send the glst of thls to Headquarters’“' Scottf"

then noted that the memo should be flled The flle 1nd1-;dn

'catlons show that the memo went 1nto the Oswald'

and the Elena GarrO'"P" flle.'(Ibld )

g November 24 1964 CIA Informant Report

On November 24 1964 a Central Intelllgence Agency .

'41nformant (The House Select Committee has been unable to :7h'%¢7&

i S*“C l\ 23 Mf",_,’cqr‘ ‘w Py

s fz:.r

determlne the 1nformant s 1dent1ty) reported 1nformatlon

(memo from Wlnston Scott to the flles, re: June Cobb

11/25/64 cia Nos.;592 593 Wx 7241 p. 88 Entry #404

M
CIA “715)<he—had—%earned fro “LICHANT/

LICHANT I s flle the Commlttee determlned tha

Elena clalms that

;;;é - ”-'the day folloWinc John F:,Kennedy'a assa551natlon, Calvlllo
| escorted her and her daughter to the Vermont Hotel for
prctection; see also December 25, 1965 Thomas memo_forf
more information on Manuel Calvillo.} The informant as-
serted thatrJune Cobb was an "American Commnnist"»who
'rented a room from Elena Garro. (Memo from Winston.écottv
"to the files, re June Cobb, 11/25/64, CIA Nos. 592~593}
Wx 7241, p. 88, Entry #404,CIA No. 715) The informant

also .stated that Elena tried to talk to Robert Kennedy when:



he was in Mexrco because . she had met Oswald "and”two
friends (CUDanS)"at a party at Horacro Duran s house.»d“"

~(Ib1d } In addltlon, the lnformant clalmed that Elena

also told her story to an Amerlcan off1c1al at the Eme

bassy, who clalmed to represent the Warren COmmlSSlon.< o

_(Ibld_A' The Chlef of Statlon noted that he had asked

’M“,Tto pursue the story (Ibld ) bUt there is
" no lndlcatlon that-ﬁieﬁﬂﬁf—i_ever complled w1th thlS re—f'“ﬂr*.”

__quest (HSCA Revxew of Cla551f1ed CIA Documents )'
‘.é'.[“f;‘b‘s O(,JA Ac(,"ﬁS ’ : : R :

(ﬁ)November 24, 1964 Elena Meetlng w1th Mex1co Clty Legal

Attache Offlcers

N R ' Elena and her daughter also told thelr story to i' .

the Mex1co Clty Legal Attache.' (The Legal Attache 1n g;

'-j 1964 ‘was Clark Anderson ) They recounted the same story
‘ o §,4u¢ c45b Sk N X
L prev10usly glven to“‘

The date of the party
was glven as September'30. October l or October 2 1963.
(FBI 105 825555 Report Dect ll 196d entltled Lee Harvey yg.'
OSwald pP- 1) 'The agent who wrote the report ( | | |

) noted that Lee Harvey Oswald could not have
been identical'with the American allegedly observed by
Mrs.‘Paz at the party if this party were held on the even-
ing of Octobervl orAOctober 2, 1963. (FBI‘103—825555:
Report, Dec. 11, 1964 entitled Lee Harvey Oswaid, p. l)
FBI 1nvest1gatlon of Pre51dent Kennedy's assassination

had established that Lee Harvey Oswald had departed Mexico



VCltY by bus at 8 30 a m.. on Octber 2 1963 when Ms.
Paz stated that she saw Lee Harvey Oswald walklng on
_ Insurgentes. (Ibld p 3)

Elena was questloned regardlng the 1dent1ty of

cther persons attendlng the party at the Ruben Duran home Fy%‘*“

7ffwho mlght have been 1n a. p051tlon to observe the three t;:ﬁl

‘TﬂfAmerlcans Elena stated thatiln'the course of the party

ed'"Alejandro Tat the ;f -.n;;v

S B M‘lﬁq . L 3 —rf..
e gt e S T A
- party and danced w1th hlmS)QIB*ﬁ' p 3) The daughter dld F‘£7

"fjherndaughter met aayoung; an n

S : (.LJ;H
'}not take the calls and ‘as-a result Alejandro _wrote T

- e - U;

*hﬁseveral letters to the daughter.v Ms. Garro exhlblted

.fatwo of the”letters, asuwell as a bu51ness card whlch 1—’}{1

- fdentlfled the young man as Arlo Alejandro Lavagnlnl Stenlus.fl'

V(Ibld.; .3)

’ The letter whlch Ms. Garro sald was the flrst wrlt—‘HJ

.H;ten by the young man“to her daughter bore the date Septem—i
'l.ber l 1963 and the Mex1co Clty Post Offlce postmark Septem—w'-

f‘ber 2 1963 When Ms. Garro was. told thls she commented

'that the Communlsts probably had fac111t1es for fa131fy1ng df“’
"rpostcards; (Ibld.)
: "To.investlgate'Ms. Garro's story further, the
‘Federal Bureau interylewed Ario Alejandro Lavagnini'Stenius
yon'Noyember 27,‘1964..(Ibid.'p.4) Lavaénini recalled that
~ there were approximately'thirty.people at the Ruban Duran

r'party,'few of whom he knew. He recalled having met a Mexi-




‘LHe was: famlllar w1th.the'appearaﬁee of Lee Harvey Oswald

1dent Kennedy but otherWJse had no knowledge of hlm and

"the assa351nat10n“

?fiflnformatlon wasf

:*fMex1co CltY Statlon {}V“*“” »% C'A ﬁ »

T :

l__can”girl who'had recentlyvreturnedlfrom'livingfin ?rande.;7

He was unable to - le the date of the party, but felt lt

*fwas probably early 1n September because of a heavy raln

"!whlch occurred as. they were leav1ng the party about 2 00

(Ibld p 4)

Lavagnlnl noted no‘Amerlcans present at thlS party.j
‘physical deserigtion” :

";;because Of PUbllCltY follow1ng the assa551natlon of PreSl“fii?;

LR

“@y‘had never seen hlm except for news photographs follow1ng _Tg_wfh

7(Ib1d p;_4) Levagnlnl was the only

person 1nterv1ewed bydthe FBI who attended partles at ;

the Duran house 1n the September—October tlme frame..'

~ - Ffb’ ..
There is no 1ndlcatlon on the document that thJ.s-»_.L

1ven to the Central Intelllgence Agency s

. harles Thomas Flrst Meetlng w1th Elena Garro Where Leei IR

'Harveyfoswald is Discussed

On 12/10/65 Charles ThOmas,‘a political officer at’

the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum about a conversa-
tion with Elena Garro de Paz. (CIA #586-587, WX-7241 Entry

No. 4254 p. 91, CIA No. 718.) The meeting with Elena had

been about other matters but she mentloned know1ng Oswald

" Thomas noted that she was reluctant to talk but did. (Ibld )

Elena's story reported here is the sameﬁ\but with

' more'detailquggjthat given in the Licookie memo dated refs/cy
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LQ?%?E#-' She sald that General Jose Jesus Clark Flores’e
, e :
a frlend of Rubin’ Duran Q,,SllVla Duran, E%/eblo Azcue

f(Cuban Consul ln Mex1co Clty), EmlllO Carballldo (a pro-”l

'Communlst wr1ter~fr1end of the Durans), and a Latln Amerl—:“'-

&

.

can Negro man w1th red halr (unldentlfled) were at the"

'jfparty. A marglnal comment by thlS entry in WX—7241

d1d Elena;.now rbout a red halred Negro’" hff:"t'”

'Mpl7Elena also told Thomasﬁthat she had later learned that

7_Sllv1a Duran had been/"Oswald's mlstress whlle he was,ﬁif717 L

1’there~ff'(A note by thls entry 1nFWX—724l says,d"How

-dld Elena Garro know about SllVla belng the mlstress of ;jd
'thswald?? Thls 1s 1965. ) The Mex1co Clty Statlon dld not - ‘hﬂd
vhear about the Oswald-Duran "affalr" untll July 1967 -

dﬁreported lt.f /After rev1ew1ng

/flle at the CIA the House Select Commlttee on Assass1na-lf"lr
(.ll
tlons has been unable to determlneﬁwho
: : who ey hastr Co
'c1ated With:éhatnhad knowledge about Sylv1a Duran or Lee }

’fIRING/} was asso—'

'Harvey Oswald 7 | | S |
Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had gone
to  the Cuban_Embassy on November 23, 19632and shouted o
"Assassins".and other_insults at the Embassy employees._
(CIA £586-587, Wx7241, Entry No. 425, p. 91, CIA No. 718)
That same day a friend,iManuel calvillo, an_official in
the Gobernacion, took her andther daughter to a small hotel

in the center of Mexioo'City; (Ibid.) They were kept
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'~fthere for elght days ‘under the pretext that they were 1n
danger. (Ibld.) 'Elena clalmed to have told Calv1llo that
A ;she wanted to tell her story to the Amerlcan Embassy.
‘slr(Ibld ) CalV1llo dlssuaded her by telllng her that the
':.Amerlcan Embassy was full of Communlst sples. (Ibld ).
'%ﬁdElena sald that some of the other people who had been at
l?;the party were taken to Veracruz where they were‘"protected"?hi
'h'iby Governor Lopez Arlas. /Ibld' The House Select Commlttee‘ﬁ
‘ﬂ“was unable to determlne the Veraclcy of Ms. Paz allega—yd
S . S-“— Hsea rn.usi—t’r.{-.a.« - Elen Ango De Fez! Anqd—u«s
'.tlon / She sald that Ruben Duran, reportedly “protected"

_by General Clark Flores, was very prosperyous and was

dr1v1ng a blg car. /CIA usss 587 wX-7241 ‘Entry No. 425,

' p. 91 CIA-NO.'7187 Elena also clalmed that Ruben Duran

'V;told her months after the assaSSLnatlon that he was not -

f:breally a Communlst and that kllllng Kennedy had been a
7'mlstake. (Ibld tne House Select Commlttee on Assa551na—~

g tlons has not been able to determlne whether Ruhen actualyxcgﬂlbrﬂl
LT Seedseq Frms T - ’““7**"'1

_dspoke to Elena about the assas51natlon *“Ruben 'Duran clalmg '
,f(g{C((.Acs —{4«..4’ K Il«nl /(m,,“g., fed becm a wmist-ke . si n(c.

he had no reason to: /" bc kcé e s muetureme~t . » -

Charles Thomas circulated a copy of the=€h&f%§%=£hﬁr
‘o .,.c-(vr“’“} Cleinss q(lr7t-4"‘“5 dontebe o fromdo 7
mae'memorandum in the American Embassy 1nc1uo1ng the Cen~
tral Intelligence Agency's Mexico City Station to aid
them in their investigation of the John F. Kennedy assassina-.

tion.‘,éfhe House Select Committee has determined that the .

Central Intelligence Agency recelved the copy of the Thomas




. C’"” .

. ) - E . [(%" -

—13- 4/ww‘“" w.a. E' S
oS wff_ ‘

‘ ,Hq/: )

‘memorandum prior tolDecember»ZS,-lQGS; Seeibelow;7h-The;r

|
|

: : A '
COS wrote a note on the memo'which—sdys: "What an imagina-

tion she has!?! Should we send to Headquarters?"»;The Of—lf?l'

ficer replied “Suggest sending. There have been stories'h
-:around ‘town about all this,.and Thomas is not only person “f;fbVJf

.fshe has talked to...If memory serves me, didn t(i

'nrefer to Oswald and the local leftists and Cubans 1n one'

v'of(her)squibs7" (C1a No. 588 note from SW to Cos. )

-

The Mex1¢o City Statlon called the 1nformation in

2T Thomas 12/10/65 memorandum of conversations to CIA Head;

~ quarters (Cable from Mex1co City to’ the Director, Mex1 5621
date out off my copy; CIA Nos. 584~585) The cable reported
‘that Elena s story would be checked w1th(lICHANT/l) againstv'}

i

‘Tlthe production from the Cuban surveillance operation _and'f A

: Other_sources.' (Ibid;) Winston Scott wrote, next to the»gﬁf”7°~
~routing indications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Tho_jicl,

mas if he'll 'follow»uplf Get questions from Anne G / Anne: -

i v N
'Goodpasture7 Please let's discuss. Thanks." CWﬂ‘/

After the December 10 memorandum of conversations,
Sulcestar h c‘érls ~ A5

rwinston Scott (Chief/Station) and Nathan Ferris (Legal Ameff
' T N L |
Attache) called C Thomas for a meeting. They asked him

accovrnt

to geL a more detailed replay of Ms. Garro's story._ At
this.meeting Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI
had fullj responsibility for any further investigation in

the Oswald case. (State Dept: letter from Charles Thomas
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mately two months after the assassination two "Communists"
~ personally warned her never-to reveal that she had been
- to a party with Oswald. (Ibid.) Deba, consequently,
would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell
her story 6n November 24, 1964. (Ibid.) | |

Elena said that a few days after the assassination

 Emi Carballido took the Durans tQ,Jalapa,fVaracruz and

.~ -"kept thém-gut of thg/way/ﬁﬁﬁil the initial shock of the

t off." (Ibid.) The House Select Committee

/
T .
has been unable to confirm Ms. Garro's allegation."

S \' -Elena also alleged that shortly after the Assassina-

tion American named June Cobb spent sever days in her

been sent to

house. (Ibid.) She said that Ms. Cobb ha

i Elena by a\putual friend, Eunice Odio. AIbid.) Elena

% claims that w"le'Ms. Cobb was at h house sﬁe ekpressed

f%an interest in the Kennedy assasgination. (Ibid.) Deba,

N Visiting‘Elena one runk and told Ms. Cobb the

entire story. (Ibid.)

obb wanted them to go to the

.) Claiming to be a CIA agent,

American authorities.

'Cobb suggested that eba go to Texas to tell their

Ms. Cobb was
leave the Garro house; evidently because she

kickegd Elena's cat. (Ibid.) (%he House Select Committee on
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Assassinations has détermined{thatj
'a CIA asset in 1964£>(Supra p. 3)

ena claimed that Ruben Duran visited her circa

Pte

the end of January 1964. (CIA Nos. 580-583;7 Wx 7241, Entry

-

$427, p. 92, CIA“#?IQ) ‘He was wo;riéa that Oswald's visit

to his home mighttbe’discoverééAand that he might lose.

e

his Mex1can c1tlzensh1p. (Ibid ) Ruben told'Elena that

it had been SllVla who had gotten hlm 1nvolved w1th Oswald.

}

(Ibid.) Ruben added that he was not really a Communist

- - : _ o .
and hdd opposed the assassination. (Ibid.) (Ruben Duran
ST V .
Xdenied the Story._HSCA Interview of Ruben Duran, ’
v p. » JFK Doc. # )

Elena said that she.had told her story to Noe Palomares
of\the Gobernacion about six months after the assassina-
R _ ’-tion. (Ibld_) He advised agalnst 901ng to the Amerlcan
Embassy ‘and told "her. that if she did anythlng at all she
should merely wrlte an anonymous letter. (Ibld,) 'The
Commltteeﬂspoke to Mr. Palomares who denled'Ms.tGarro's
c;aim. (HSCA interview of Noe Palomates, JFK.Doc. )
| Elena stated that it was "common knowledge" that
Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. (CIA Nos. 5804583;
Wx7241, Entry #427, p. 92 CIA #719) When asked who could
verify the allegation sﬁe could only remember one_person
who had told her this. (Ibid.) Elena claimed that person
was Victor Rico Galan, a "pro-Castro journalist."” (Ibia.)

/Victor Rico Galan is dead. The Committee could not verify
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Ms. Garro's allegation. Sylvia Duran denied the allega-

tion. Nqnethelessf(iIRING’3f§§féiﬁﬁa35et)reported the

same story in 1967./

| During.these conversations Elena also said that

she‘“understood" that Oswald had been in Mexico more than

once. (Ibld ) -i : | ‘

/The HSCA. -has been ‘unable’ to determlne the exact date. /
~ Subsequent to December 25, 1965;%Thomas wrote in

. the December.25,~1955 memo that Elena had found her

calendar'end.had iecogstruéted the date of the pafty‘as

late Sep£ember aﬁdtnofzeagly-Se?teﬁbereeéEIAfNes. 580-

583, 'WX;7241. Entry 427, p. 42, CIA $7197 When Thomas

went to Ferrls ‘office ahd infdrméd-him,"Ferris replied

that Elena had given the late September date when she had

.originally reported her story at the American Embassy.

_(FBI Report 9/30/69, pp.3—4; JFK ‘Doc. No. ) However,
Mr. Ferrls explalned to Thomas that someone who had been

oS
at the party had stated that there were no Americans there

(Ibld ) Mr. Ferrls did not tell Mr. Thomas that Ario
T W tl“f' inferuews
Alejandro Lavagnini Stenius Ferris had prosdded this in-
formation in 1964. (Supra p. } Mr. Ferris suggested
({1»’1«.& ;,\//// '#‘(v,).
that it was not necessary for Thomas to pursue Ehe—matter

since he considered the Oswald case closed and had heard
'all the rumers before. LFBI Report, 9/30/69, pp. 3-4,
JFK Doc. No. _/

The State Department forwarded (the same day) a copy

of the Charles Thomas memorandum to the Central Intelligence
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Agency's Mexico City Station to aid in their investiga-
tion of the John F. Kennedy assassination. On the first

page of the memorandum of conversation Winston Scott wrote

"Shouldn't we sent to Headquarters?" Someone responded,
"Of course.” /CIA Nos. 580-583; Wx 7241, Entry #427, p. 92,

CIA #710/

l/larﬂ‘””" TR e -«~~J¢ o Clena

N
. +

P \\\-) » a’ ‘ )
1 December 27, 1965 Legal Attache Memo to the United States

>

.Ambassador re Elena Garro

NeAlon Ferris e e
On December 27, /1965 the Legal—Attache hﬁd'ertten

- a memo to the Ambassador reportlng that Elena and her daugh-
b 4L¢uw<13#ﬁwkz¢
ter were interviewed on 17 and 24 November 1964. / Memo /;%*?’”;%
. . . e Ed (.
/ o

“to the Ambassador from the Legal Attache, 12/27/65, CIa
#578; WX-7241, Entry #429, p. 94, CIA #721./  The memo
MM’/Q‘GA"

said that Elena and her daughter furnished 1nformatlon simi-

’ V v . ’ W :..¢6QVV"‘(-—J‘;'—V{J
-+ lar to -&hat in Thomas 12/10/65 memo. (Ibid.) The memo

’further stated;’"lnquiries conducted at that time (Novem—x\\

ber 1964), however, failed to substantiate the allegations

-]

7

viously checked out without substantiation, no further ' !

made by Mrs. Garro de Paz and her daughter. In view of - N\fa/
' : <
(

the fact that Mrs. Garro de Paz' allegations have been pre-

action is being taken concerning her recent repetition O?_ﬁ\&
those allegations." (Ibid.)

The Legal Attache forwarded a copy of the memorandum
to the Central Intelligence Agencv's Mexico Cityv Station.

(The House Select Committee has determined that the copy

was forwarded prior to 12/29/78. See below.) Winston
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~ Scott superimposed superimpesed a note to Anne Goodpasture

‘on this memo which read, “Can we send in aAreport to |
‘Headguarters 'dismissing' our cable?" Goodpasture re-

. sponded, "Done." (Memo eo the Ambassador from the Legal
Attache, 12/27/65, CIA $578, WX-7241 Entry £429, p. 94,
CIA #721) The cable Winston Scott wanted dismissed was.
Mexi 5621 {Supra. p,' ) - -

' on December 29, 1965
A cable wrltten by Anne Goodpasture/reportlng the

- Legat 1nterv1ew w1th Elena and the Legat offlce s fallure.

- to substantlate Elena’ é story was sent to Headquarters.

- (Memo from Mexico City to‘the Director, 12/29/65, Mexi

~5?41; CIA #575; WX-7241 Entry #430; p. 94, CIA #721).

The cable pfomised to keep Headﬁuarters advised if any
further infofﬁation were to develop. (Ibid.) ‘m{Z//*

R o ' ‘ ('LICOOKIE s/10/5/64 memo is attached to-this cable.
WX—7241 expla;ned this in a marginal comment, "This docu~
ment @y‘LICOORIé)was not in.(Oswald's file), but was'copied
from (a project file) and attachedvto Mexi 5741, 29 Dec
65." (Ibid.) : :

sfﬂfhdk ‘ : , :

A note.s&eertgposed to this cable by(%llén White>
stated, "I don't know what FBI did in November 1964, but
the Garros have been talking about this for a long time
and she is said to be extremely bright." Anne Goodpasture
wrote that the FBI had found Elena's allegations unsubstan-

tiated but that "we will try to confirm or refute Ms. Garro

de Paz's information and follow up." Win Scott wrote,
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~"She is also 'nuts.'" (Ibid. CIA $#574)

CIA Investigation of Elena's Allegation that She Created

| A Disturbance at the Cuban Embassy on November 23, 1963 *”#cu gh”'
On February 3, 1966 Anne Goodpasture forwarded ‘g;(/k#A
Thomas"December 25, 1965 memo to the Cuban section&;ifh'
 an aftached ngte‘asking themvtb check whether Elena was.

"seen creatlng such- a dlsturbance as they clalmed lnAEfont
L TA is appecent et whe Ml

o,
T

. ’ . o Fee s
of the Cuban Embassy." (Note from Anne Goodpasture to ché:;fﬁhif
. ! o . - K . s Cdrbf‘"#{'
“"Cubans," 2/3/66, CIA No. 579; WX-7241, Entry 428, p. 94, c,m~ ‘(
' ' . : : ' o v Elrne b
CIA #721.) o  allegebens]

" One Cuban section officer responded, "No bells ring
with me." Another one wrote "Me neither." The third of-

ficer wrote, "No pictures either." (Ibid') /There is no

lndlcatlon that éhe penetratlon agents in the Cuban Embassy)
were querled about Flena 's allegatlon. Ibid., that there
are norp;ctures‘ls reasonable since ElenaAClaimed that

the event happenedﬁ 1) on a Saturday at 3:00 p.m. When
"the Cuban Embassy was not normally photographically sur-
veilled; and 2) the "disturbance" occurred inside the Cuban
compound. JHSCA'ExaminatiQn of the CIA Cuban Embassy photo-
graphic Surveiliance showed no surveillance on 11/23/63.
(Claésified Summary of Staff Review of CIA Documents, un-—

dated, p. 3, CIA %£763.)/
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‘Legal Attache 2/23/66 Memo to the United States Ambassadof

Regarding Elena Garro's Allegations

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a‘memo to the
Ambassador reporting that "extensive investigation"®
failed to disclose that Oswald had traveled to Mexico
prior to September 26, 1963 ahé'that'no information had
developed that would show that . he had not been’ in New Or-
leans in the early part of that month. /Memo from Legat
to Ambassador, 2/23/66, CIA #571; WX-7241 Entry #455, p.1\95,

CIa #7227. The memo reltereated thet no further action

_wasvbeing'taken by the FBI because Elena's allegations had

'not been substantiated. (Ibid.) The Legal Attache fowarded

o this mems

~a copy to the Central Intelllgence Agency s Mexico City

Station. (The House Select Commlttee on Assassinations haé'
been unable to determine when the:copy was forwarded to
the CIA.) A marginal comment made. by Anne Geodﬁasture_next
to this entry in WX-7241 says., "How can it be ‘ascertained
that Oswald did not travel to Mexico prior to early September
1963? There must be some basis for Eleha's reporting.

(Ibid; refereﬁced to Thomas' 12/25/65 memo.)

- Charles Thomas 7/13/66 Memorandum of Conversation re~Elena

Garro ' e

On 7/13/66 Charles Thqmas/ﬁiote a memorandum of con-

versation reportingﬁthéé Elena had told him that she had

,//'

received anffﬁVitiation to visit Cuba from Ambassador

Juo jpﬁn Hernandez Armas. (Memorandum of Conversation by
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Charles Thomas, 7/13/66, CIA #565; WX-7241, Entry 460,

<;\i% 96“,CIA n723) Elena gave Thomas two letters to sup-
pox

her clalm. (&Ibid.) She said the ltters had been

dellv red er home~by a driver from the Cuban Embassy.
(Ibid%;\\The\envelope gavesher address as Vermont 38.
— . Sy ,

——

(Ibid.)  Because of her stay 5%*the Hotel Vermont she saw
the letters as a threat and was frlghtened. (Ibld ) (The
HSCA has determlned that the Cuban Government\iﬂzlted

. ElenexGarro to visit Cuba due to her .literary talents;

‘sée Biography.)

Legal Attache Memo to Winston Scott re Elena's Allegation

that She Had Stayed at the Hotel Vermont from the Day After

the AssaSSLnatlon until November 30, 1963

On 10/13/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the
CIA/COS repertlng that a rellable_confldentlalvlnformant
had‘reperted'that the records of the Hotel Vermont ais-
closed that "Elena Paz, housewife\ﬁrom San iuis Potosi"”
had registered at the Hqtel Vermont on November 23, 1963.
She left on November 30, 1963. (Memo from Legat to Winston
Scott, 10/13/66, CIA No. 564; WX-7241, Entry %466, p. 98,
CIA £725; Thomas' 7/13/66 memo.) (The House Select Committee
on Assassinations has been unable to determine why the
Central Intelligence Agency and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigations waited until 1966 to ihvestlcate this aépect
of Elena's story.) The Memo said thaf-fthe above individual

may or may not be identifiical with Elena Garro de Paz." (Ibid.)
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Charles Thomas"12/25/65 memo, states, "She (Elena)
and her daughter did not personally register at the hotel.
She thinks Calvillo registered them as relatives or friends
of his from San Luis Postosi." (Memo of Conversation by
Charles Thomas, 12/25/65 =P 3( cIa #582) "The entry for
the 10/13/66 Legat memo in WX~7241 bore the notatlon,

-Y"Thls is what Elena clalmed and no one would belleve her.

(wx-7241 Entry #466, p. 98,_c1A £725)

Y

" Charles Thomas' September'BOQ'l969 Letter to State Depart-

‘ment and Legal Attaches Response

:No. further reportg on Elena's story was generated
until'1969'when Charles Thomas was selected out." ("Se-
leoted_out" is a phrase_used when an officer is retired

""" after havingbbeen in one grade'for the maximum period of
tlme and is. not con51dered quallfled for . promotlon to a
| o At b1
hlgher grade). $hea7 ‘he wrote a memorandum to the Secre-
.tary_of_étate which 1ncluded a cover letter stating,
"Since I Was the Embassy Officer in Mexico who acquired
this intelligence information, I feel a resoon51b111ty
'for seeing it through to its flnal evaluation." . (Statew
- Department: Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers,
.Secretary'of State, July 25, 1969)

Charles Thomas' memorandum stated that "he got no

reaction from Nathan Ferris and Winston Scott" regarding
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"his memorandum of December 25, 1965. (State Department{
Letter from Charles Thomas to William Rogers, Secretary
of State, July 25, 1969) 1In addition, Thomas wrote that

the only person to speak to him about the December 25,

o 0

1965 memorandum, Clarence Bomstra (Deputy‘Chief of Mis-
sion; State Department, Chief of Afgirs at the time of{.
 vPréSident~Kennedy's‘assassinatiqh and subsequent Oswald
invesfigation) told him ﬁhatAOswald'had not been in Mexico
on,the_date given for .the party!yJ(Staté.Department: Letter
frbm Charles Thomas to William Rogeis; Secfetary-of State}
july 25, 1964) . Thomas'noted that even when he reiterated
,thét Elena had not changed her story but rather that she
had now given a more accurate account, Boonstra stated that
the daté waé wrong and dismissed the entire affair. (Ibid.)
7+ % ohe Mexico City Legat's Offiﬁéf Nathan.Fer;is,.in
reply to'Thomas' leﬁtér and.memorandum, assérﬁed that
. Thomas' office had been advised by memoranda dated Decem-
ber.27, 1965 énd February 23, 1966 that since Elena Garro's
.allegations had previously been investigated without sub-
stantiation, no further action was being taken chcerniﬁg
her recent repetition of those allegations. (FBI Report,
9/30/69, pp. 3-4, JFK Doc. No. )  In their report,.the
Legat's Office concluded that either the Counselor for Poli-

tical Affairs &id not routzs the memoranda to Charles Thomas

or that Thomas did not recall receiving them. (Ibid.)
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Thomas wrote that when he went to Nathan Ferris'
office to lnform him that Elena had found her calendar
and had reconstructed the date of the party as late Sep-
tember, Ferris replied that Elena had given the late Sep-
tember date when she had originally reported her story at
. the American Embassy. (State.Department: Letter from Charles
‘ Thomas“to Willian'Rogers, Secretary of State; Julye 25, |
1969) " Thomas noted that Ferrls explained that someone

whchad been at the party had stated that there had not
been any Americans. (Ibld.) ‘He wrote that he had assumed
that Elena could have clearly been mistaken about the identi*
ty of the Amerlcan she saw there, but never doubted that
she had seen some Americans. (Ibid.) Thomas aii;;gd that
Ferris Zﬁggested that‘it-was'not'necessary for Thomas to.
pursue tne matter since he considered the>Oswaid case
closed and had heard all the rumors ;before. (Ibid.)

The Legat Offlcesreolﬂed that Mr. Ferris had not -
told Thomas that someone who was at the party had stated
that there had not been any Amerlcanngrese4t L. (FBI Report,
9/39/69, p- 4, JFK Doc. No. } Theffééort asserted that
.Thomas had been told that it would not be_necessary for
him to pursue the m.itervany further since Elena's story
had been investigated previously without being substantiated.

(Ibid.) In addition, the memo stated that Thomas had been

told that Elena's story was considered a closed issue not
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that the Oswald case was closed. (Ibid.)

House Select Committee on Assassinations’

Elena Garro's Allegations

The House Select Commlttee on Assassinations investl—lg;

- gated Elena Garro' s story both through flle reviews and
 personal”;nterv;ews1 The'Commlttee requested_and rev1ewed
othe,CIA;s, FBI's and StateQDepartmeot's files, wﬁen

available, on Elena Garro'de Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz,
eManuel Calvilio} Noe.W.>Palomares, June Cobb Sharp,
Victor Rico Galan, Eunice Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia

Durao, Ruben_Duran,'Betty Serratos; Horatio Duran, Eusebio

Azcue, and Emilio Carballido. " Only the Elena Garro de

Paz file contained information on her allegations. Though

" . all the names listed above played a role in Elena'Garro
de Paz'sstofj, not one'of their files includea a'reference
to Elena Garro de ﬁez; |

Furthermore,.the House Select Committee on Assassina—
tions requested and reviewed the Central Intelliéence
Agency's (LICOOK];E T, LICHANT T, LIRING 3, LIHUFF I and
fICHBORN)files. ‘Once.again, not one of the files included
a mention of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select
Committee on Assassinations learned thatc'ICOOKIE I was;>
e

June Cobb Sharp 6vho) first revorted Elena's allegation. _

(Supra, p. 4) The Committee also learned thaq{LICHANT I‘>
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(@a%)Manuel Calvillo(@ho had\éiena Garro and her daughters%
in a hotel the day following the assassination. (Supra,
p. 13) He also told Elena that Sylvia Duran had been ar-
rested before this fact had become public knowledge. (Ibid.)
'Since%%?;ilé reviéw was inconclusive, the Committee
N T
decidedAto arrange interviews in Mexico with Sylvia Ddran}
- Elena Garro,'Elenita Gérro, Horacio Duran; Ruben Duran,
'Lynn Duran, Emilioc Carbillido and Béﬁty Serratos. The
_Mekican Government informed the HouSE'Seleét Committee on
Assassinations that Elena and Elenita Garfo disappeared
in 1968‘during the student>uprisings ahd have never re-
tdrnea to Mexiéo. The‘dfficials stated that Elena and
hef daughﬁer might be ih Spaih. (See Mexico City Proce-

dural Write—up Trip l.) The Mexican government reported

that Emiliq Garballido could not be found. (Ibid.) Thei
others were interviswed between Juﬁe 1 and_Juhe 6, 1978.
(Ibid.) |

Betty Serratos, Lydia Duraﬁ, Ruben Duran, and Horatio
Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing type and

therefore did not attend any of. the twist parties at the

Duran homes. (See: HSCA Interview of Betty Serratos,
6/6/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. ; HSCA staff Interview of
Lydia Duran, 6/5/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. ; HSCA

Staff Interview of Ruben Duran Navarro, 6/6/78, p. 16, JFK
Document No. ; HSCA Staff Interview of Horatio Duran

Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFX Document NO. Y. When
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Sylvia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita.Garro ever
attended twist parties at the Duran homes, she recalled
Elena attending one twist barty at Ruben's home in 1963
when the Garros returned to Mexico from France; (HSCA
Staff Interview.of-Sylvia Tirado Bazan, 6/6/70, p. 90,
JFK, Document No. ) All the Durans denled that Leev
Harvey Oswald had attended any party at one of thelr
homes. (Strlag 01tes.)

The Coﬁmittee next asked the Central Intelliéence

T L

Agency to arrange staff 1nterv1ews w1th(%ICHANT;Hg0‘

Calv1llo), LICOOKIE/l (June-Cobbé} along w1th a'list_of‘
other assets who ﬁay'have had information related'to Lee
Harvey Oswald's trip to Mexico City. (
Tﬁe Central_Ihtelligence Agency declined to aid the Com-
mittee.in this aspect of>the5investigation.

The Committee-returned to Mexico'City”andvattempted
to locate June Cobb Sharp and ManuelﬂCalvillO. (See‘Proce~

dural Write-up Trip 2 Mexico City) _The results of the Com-

1/

mittee's work were as follows} 1)=The Mexrcan government

\(..f \x

told the Committee that June Cobb Sharp received a tourist
permit, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she entered
Mexico through Nuevo Laredo. She asked, but was deneid,

permission to represent the magazine, Modern Mexico. On

June 21, 1948, she received a courtesy permit, number 25556.

Furthermore, the Mexican government explained that she dis-
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appeared in 1954 and never returned to Mexico. (See Pro-
../f’\// ‘? //‘,,LJ/ J

cedural Writeup Trlp 2 Mexico City. ) Tﬁe Committee belleves

P
that there is a p0551b111ty that thls information is incor-

rect. Céccordlng to Ms. Cobb's CIA flle she worked for the
agency as an asset 1n Mexico from 1961 through 1966’> (CIA
Repo;t, 1965, June Cobb flle, 201~ - ) Elena also

AN |
-;ij ' stated that Ms. Cobb resided at her home in 1964. (Supra

’\ 3 -

P- 7% 2) The Mexican government told the Committeeb

‘Tik that Manuel Calvillo did not llve at Cuohtemoc 877-5 as
,V\AF‘OIN(C,( 'H‘{V/‘ ¢
the Commlttee had-sfated. Their agent in- charge had spoken
LN at L_)r\(L H[{I‘\UCL (_“‘ ‘J’//o
\\g%\ to the superintendant at the apartments‘ y re— ; Apar*W%AU.

Y d et
”AS b(hcv(cl—;’\)ff_\((( ‘r‘&téf nf(«\) (C-VS

. twenty—fiéme—years—who sald that no Manuel Calv1llo had

ever resided there. When Committee staffers gave the Mexi-
can government Calvillo's pen name, the Mexicans gave the
 1same.answereTZ'(See Procedural Write Mexico City Trip'Z.)
)ﬁgi//é;e Commltteefls ~cpaite certain that Mr. Calvillo iivaﬁ at

P ok least onbl 776 :
/// this address since it acquired the address from a recent
q» _

\

CIA document. (CIA Report, 1976,.Manuel Celvillo file,
201- )

- The Committee believes that there is a poesibility
that the Mexican government received orders from the Cen-
tral Inteliigence Agency to refrain from aiding the Committee
with this aspect of its work. (See Procedural Write-up

Trip 2 Mexico City.)





