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BERNARD LEON BARKER 

BIOGRAPHIC DATA AND CHRONOLOGY 

CRYPTONYM: (AMCLATTER-1~ . 

PSEUDONYM: {spencer 0., Tertel!ing) 

PERSONALITY TRAITS: /. Howard Hunt praised Barker in his 
book, Give Us Ttiis Day, for his eagerness, efficiency 
and complete deqication. "Overall his help was invaluable." 
The individual J{lg.o first recruited Barker in Havana 
lauded his enth~iasm and his "puppy-dog loyalty" to his 
case officers, but found he was inclined to indiscretion 
because of a "belliger~nt" pro-Americanism. Another CIA 
officer,(David Morales told Chris Hopkins in a 1972 tele
phone conversation tha Barker was a "lou~outh" fho 

(MoralesJrecommended terrt!inating 'in 1962. Morales1was 
concerned that as a result of Barker's Wa ergate involve
ment, he would "tell the authorities everything he knows." 
Indeed, Barker tended to broadcast his affiliation with 
the CIA to the members of the Cuban exile community. and~.: 
anyone else who might have been interested. This was 
tolerable prior to the Bay of Pigs when his assignment 

2rl'" 01.: ... < .. ' J_._ 

as liaison between the FRD and the CIA was overt. However, 
post Bay of Pigs CIA acti v±ties in the Miami area . _ 
required a more covert approach. Barker was:; 
told tostrengthen his cover as prize fight manager and 
use "cut-outs" in his attempts to gather information 
about the activities of the exile groups. Gradually, 
he was to cease all direct contact with the exiles. For 
a man.who had a "love'{of.the game", and an even greater 
affinity for the.more overt techniques of investigation 
and interview, it became increasingly difficult to find 
a niche in Miami CIA activities. By the time he was 
terminated from CIA employemnt in 1966, he had been 
involved less and less with gathering information on 
Cuban exile activities, and had spent the greater part 
of his time debriefing recent refugees: ·from Cuba. 
He'· never seemed to adapt to the more covert requirements 
of his job nor was he ever able to establish :the collective 
exile community perception that he was no longer affiliated 
with the Agency. 
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CHRONOLOGY: 

Classification: · SECRE<p 
--------~----~----

(This form is. to be used for material extrcxted 
from CIA-controlled documents.) 

BERNARD TIEON BARKER 

-

-
-

March 17, 1917 Born in Havana, Cuba. Parents: -

1936-1938 

1940-1941 

1942-1950 

July 29,. 1947 

1950-.1951 

1951-1951 

1951.,..1955 

') 

1953 

20C01D2 

Father - Name unknown. Born 1/2/98 in 
Columbia, Tenn. 
S9,.nders, W.S. - Farmingdale, NY listed 
as Barker's other parent, presumably his~ 
mother, who is mentioned elsewhere as 
Mrs. John English of New York~ 

Attended Farmingdale:High s·ohoo;L, Farm-
ingdale, New York. ~ 

Attended the University of Havana. J' 
Seryed in the United States Army Corps. 
Attained rank of Captain. Flew sorties ' 
over Germany· until he was shot down 
and taken as a prisoner of war. 

Barker is issued an American Foreign 
Service identification. card. Valid 
until 7/28/49. Occupation listed as 
importer. 

Sergeant in the Cuban Police Department' 
in Havana. Hunt says he took the job 
at the request of the CIA. During this 
time he cooperated with Jim Spears, 
FBI representative at the American Embass 
in Havana. He also assisted Treasury -
Department officials in breaking a · 
drug-smuggling ring. Received a commen 
tion for performance of duty· fo£ escort~n 
Mrs. Truman on a visit to Cuba. . . ~ 

Owner of farm in Pinar del Rio Prov~nce, 

Remington Rand Corporation 
(Job unknown) 

Dr. Mario Iazo assisting Barker with 
citizenship problem. Compiled file for 
Barker. ··' 

Classification:-------

Classified by derivation: -.,...---

.. -.; ~ .· 
~:·· : >A 



BARKER 
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November 25, 1953 Travelled to United States, entered 
at New York City. Sought legal as
sistance from Edward Bennett Williams 
in Washington. 

1955-1958 

1959 

(No date) 

April 2. 

April 14 

August 

September 

October 

Marianao Municipal government 
(Job unknown) 

Dr. Mario ~azo to~d Bark~; hi~ "servi~e~ 
were needed to fight Communism." 

' POA requested b for the 
use'of Barker as informant in Havana. ' 
Personal associates listed as: 

Dr. Mario Laze, atty, Havana 
Dr. Miguel Alvarez Miari, Pro

fessor, University of Havana 

Also noted in one instance that Barker'~ 
recruitment originaLly handled by. .J 

POA granted. ~ 

Barker's activities in Havana for the , 
CIA not identified, other than they 
"organized a group to infiltrate the ~ 
Cuban government", according to Barker. ' 

Message sent fran Marcos Diaz Lanz to 
Frank Fiorini, asking his help in escaping .
fran CUba. , 

Reichardt requesting information regarding 
Sanjenis, who was fired. from the no. 2 spolt 
in· the Cuban DIER and nCM expected to arri 
in Miami. 

Pedro Diaz Ianz file routed to Hunt. 
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October-November I ;: 

J 

M:::troos Diaz Ianz in abntact withg 
and Red:dlardt. Known as "Bernie. Rei 
~ identify himself to Maroos (as David Mor e) 

reports "close and apparently un- -
s e relationship with people like 
Frank Fiorini," despite warnings that he 
talks too ITO.lch. 

November 15 to 25 Barker travel from Havan~to Caracas, 
activities unknown. -1960 

January 15 

January 18 

April 

May 

1::· ... 

Barker's -Evac&uated to the United States by Air 
Attache transport plane. Evacuation ' 
completely covert. Later said he used 
Cuban pas umentation at 
urging o that it would not 
effect cit1zens 1p. 
(No documentation in tile to substanti
ate use of Cuban passport or that Bark 
was ever issued one.) . 
In another instance, Barker said he left 
Cuba too qu&ckly to obtain any documenJ 
tation. 

Met in u.s. by Bernie Reichardt. 
Obtained Spec' r sta s from INS. 
Turned over t who remaineJ 
his case officer unt1 Lay. 
Shortly after Barker:':s arrival, Reicha 
requests assignment of Barker to P~~:§~~. 

····:RUas his assistant. · · . 

~·:dications that Barker became Frank ~ 
Bender's representative in Miami at , 
this time. 

POA re9llested for use of Barker i~ u.s~ 
as an 1ndependent contract agent 1n ' 
political operations. Joe Piccolo's 
name noted as ca~ officer. Barker to 

Classification: ' 
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BARKER, 1960 

May 

(No date) 

____ September 

Nov.ember 

1961 

January 

200010? 

Classification:· sEcRET 
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f 

maintain continuity of contact with 
Varona's group, et al. 

Mar ase officer 
for Salary $300 ,. 
per 1n capacity of 
local representative of cover group 
working with numerous contacts 
under directi~n of Senior Case officer' 
Project(JMARCJ 

Meeting between, Barker, Varona, and 
"Douglas." Varona complaining that 
Barker "_spoiling" Artime; also objects' 
to Barker's attitude of treating all 
FRD leaders alike since it makes it 
difficult for Varona to take lead. 

Ba~ker n restless • II Proposed to Bender
that he might be utilized at one of 
the training camps, but believe Barker 
best use is as assistant to Hunt. 

$5000 fr:an "private" source passed to Pr1 
Diaz I.anz to repair B-25. Frank Fiorini 
listed as one of Diaz I.anz' pilots. 
(Note: Ht.mt had requested that arcount fr:an 
CIA headquarters for Diaz Lanz.) ~ 

:;Barker talked with Sanjenis who accuse 
(fnu) Goudie of sabotaging the militar 
effort and putting loyalty to Justo 
Carillo above FRD interests. df 

impressed with Pedro Diaz Lanz' , 
s1ncer ty. Proposes propaganda tour thru 
I.atin America. 

Barker's wife, Clara Elena, obtaining 
POA for use as translator with her hus4{ 
band. Case officer named - Joe Piccol' 

Hunt investigating report from Customs 
that Frank Fiorini told them in December 
1960 that $2800 furnished by the CIA ~ 
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BARKER, 1961 

Mayl961 

June 1961 

July 

July 17 

. ,.· 
.. ·. '" 
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Classification: 

was paid to Customs to retrieve the 
B-25 confiscated earlier from Diaz 
Lanz. Fiorini mentioned the CIA 
agent involved as "Barker." Also said 
Pedro Diaz Lanz preparing for goodwill
tour. 
Hunt's investigation disclos~d that th 
.$2B00came from a personal loan to Pedro 
Diaz Lanz by Saralegui. Barker said 
he met Fiorini on only one occasion 
with a group of people, and did not 
see him before or since. 
(From Pedro Diaz Lanz file) 

Barker reporting on meetings in New 
York City of CRC leaders. 

Bcp:.·ker contacts Hunt as "last resort" 
to straighten citizenship status. 
Barker no longer case offic ed, but 
~andled arinistratively b 

formerly Hunt's adininistrat~v 
assistan't. 

Barker trav~ls to Washington'to see 
Hunt: work on citizenship problem. 
Hunt introduc arker to hi next .. 
case officer, f JMWAVEjf 

Barker reporting re: Brigade prisonersJ' 
sent to negotiate ransom. (Reinaldo 
Pico one of the two in the ~en~an 
negotiating gro~p who r7fused to.retur
to Cuba as proml.sed. Hl.s defectJ.on 
from the group caused some animosity 
from other eixles. Originally ·,cleared 
for Approval in September 1960. Reporte< 
to Barker(ori7:;'JGCE:ifn;·l963 ·and .JURE inJ 
1964 .) In 1969 reported to be working 
in Venezuela for Minister of the Inte . 
ior, where Luis Posada employed.) 

Barker reports that the prisoners are -
fed well and morale is high, but they 
are bitter toward the United States. 
Barker reported to have had difficultie 
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BARKER, 1961 

August 4 

August 17 

September 21 

October 

october 21 

1962 

January 17 

March 16 

March 18-28 

April 

August 

Augusb-December 

J 

I 

20G01DJ 
Classification: 

Cuban exile who are venting their 
wrath about the Bay of Pigs fiasco 
to Barke+. 

and Hunt confer with the Generaf 
Counse , CIA, about Barker's citizensh 

Barker's contract extended. Pay= $400 m· 

Hunt requests $500 per month retroacti~ 
to November 1, 1960 for Barker. · , 

Barker meets with Jose Miro Cardona at 
Miro' s request. Miro yearns for "good ' 
old days with Bender· and H:am:iHto:it'~,n 
Miro's friendly attitude toward Barker 
deemed suspicious. 

,., 
OVerflight over CUba with Bill Johnson, i 
:FObert swanner, Frank Fiorini and. Alexan 
Rorke as participants. 

Parole expired. 

INS has file o~ Barker as of this date~ 
Reports nothing derogatory. ~ 

Travelled to Caracas, Venezuela, ostenJJ 
bly for fight of Doug Vaillant, prize 
fighter·who Barker manages, but went 
to apply for immigrant visa to U.S~ ff 
Contract extended one year, over s1gna' 
ture of William Harvey. 

Regular progress reports for Barker's ~ 
activities begin. . , 

Contacted Aldo Vera Serafin. 

J:nvesti;g;ati.ngl. A'l:pha; 6:6·}:;'e&ittac.ting ·- ·. 
Santiago Alvarez, Jr. 

------------------------------
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BARKER, 1962 

October 

November 

November 11 

December 

.. -- i963 

January 

February 

April 

- - -
Classification: · __ s_Ec_RE_T. _ ____, __ 
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;_·:..-· 

Investigat.ing Orlando Bosch and Alpha ~ 
66. Gave verbal report regarding Veci~ 

~irst report with Fiorini as source. 
Fiorini source of reports almost every~ 
month from this point on. I' 
Investigating Rorke's activities through 
leads from Frank Fiorini. 

Very tense month. Return of Brigade ~ 
prisoners. Orange Bowl speech by KertneJr 
Kennedy's statements accepted in general 
by exile community, according to Barke~ 
report, except;with right reactionary 
elements knwon as the "Palm Beach crow 
who are developing a plan of attack 
against administration policy. 

Barker told not to associate with Varo~ 
and must deal with exiles through cut
outs. ~ 

Barker reports re: operations by Rorke, 
and Fiorini; rift in Brigade 2506 caused 

by Enrique Llaca. he 1 
Report from Carlos .Hernandez that 
was invited to join a new Brigade orga i 
zation,. 
Barker also reports on operations by ' 
Rorke from information given by Bill 
Johnson and Frank Fiorini. 

Barker takes a "Cover" trip to Puerto 
Rico, involving two weeks vacation and
a prize fight. Met Bernard Reichardt 
who was surprised to learn Barker's 
citizenship problem had not been taken 

care of. I 
Barker reports on the arrest of Evelio 
Duque in Rorke's boat, VIOLYN III, fro 
information given by Fiorini. 
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May 

May 24 

J 

May 24 

June 

Jme 
Classification: 

20C012G 

Barker reports Fiorini to participate -
in air strike over Cuba with Diaz Lanz 
brothers~ a tempest is created in Miam 
over the withdrawal of monetary .. S!,lpport 
for Jose Miro Cardona and the CRC. ~ 

Barker planned to use the good offices 
of Manuel "Cuco" de Leon or Luis Somoz 
/to see Manuel Artime in Nicaragua. 

. (Miguel de Leon Rojas was interviewed by the ~ 
FBI on May 25, 1964, in connection with the tJ' 
investigation into allegations that Quentin 
Pino Machado was to have rescued CSWa.ld after -
the assassinatiori and arranged for his trans-
FOrt to alba. Miguel de Leon was named as a 
source of this infonnation. Miguel de Leon 
is a fo:rmer Congressman fran CUba, living in 
Coral cables at the tirre of his FBI interview., 
He told the FBI that he heard the story at 
the bane of Sixto .Mesa, a1 though he could 
not remember who had related the episode. He 
said he was aware of the fact that MachadO, 
during 1959, had been app::>inted by Fidel Ca=-s 
as OJban Ambassador to Nicaragua, that he · 
sequently was declared persona non grata, and 
that he had served in Mexico on:;a CUban assign-
:rrent to investigate activities directed agains) 
the Castro regi:rce. ) 

Marcos Diaz Lanz trying to patch up differ 
ences between Fiorini and Pedro Diaz Lanz. 

Barker reports Frank Fiorini informati# 
to the effect that Fiotini received tw 
phone calls from General Clare Chenaul 
in California, regarding participation 
in anti~Castro activities. Chenault ' 
sug~este~ the exiles cont~ct the Chine 
nat1onal1sts to request ald. . 
Barker also reported on the Diaz Lanz 
brothers. He also reported that Pedro' 
Martinez Fraga, an officer in the CRC, 
would provide him with information on 
that group. 

Marcos invites Fiorini to join raid agains~ 
CUba on 6/15. . , 

I Classified by derivation: ----
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July 

J 
,,·;...· 

l 

July 28 

August 22 

August 21 

August 

September 12 

September 24 

Fiorini, Marcos; and Pedro involved in p~ 
to drop anti-u.s. , anti -ciA and anti -Artime 
leaflets over Olba. Fiorini to act as co
pilot and unidentified person was assigned 
task of making press release · frcm Mexico 
City. . . ~ 

Pedro Diaz Lanz intercepted on his way to , 
Weir Williams ranch in preparation for raid. 
Faid rescheduled. ~ 

Barker contract extended one year. J' 

With the cooperation of Fiorini, Barker' 
able to:keep the Station informed on 
Diaz Lanz activities in time to thwart 
plans. Also turned up possible lead 
toward penetration Julio Lobo activities 
Reported on creation of the JGCE, with~ 
Reinaldo Pico as Secretary of Labor. 
The report by Barker lists all the 
group's officers with red underlining 
the names of Felipe Rivero Diaz, Sormer 
Brigade member, and Pico. ~ 

fJohnso~}informs Barker on plans for ' 
~strike against Cuba using napalm bombs. 

· Cance£lation date on letter from Mario'lf 
Coubi to Bernard Barker, British Embasl' 
Moscow, USSR. . 
Coubi reutrn address is Apt. 3208 West 
Marina Tower, 300 North State St., -
Chicago, Ill, Photo attached dated 8/ 
"It seems ages since we last rriet, and 
a matter of fact it is, but I hope you 
won't have to read this twice to find 
out where it came from." ~ 

Classification:------- , ·211f0·t .,,, - ,. __ ;;..., 
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BARKER, 1963 

September 

. ' 

November 5 

November 14 

November 25 

November 14 

-
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Barker receives information(from 
Pico)regarding the.JGCE and Paulino 
Sierra. 
Jack .Griffin said to have been working -
with Bosch this month, making two 
strikes over Cuba • 

Pedro Dia.Z Ianz makes a speech criticizing ~ 
President Kennedy. _, 

Pico is approached by Ray who is seeking 
unification of JURE with Sierra's group,. 

Barker reports regarding persistent 
rumors that Ray produced the defection 
of Carlos Franqui, a Cuban who fled to 
France and reportedly received $200,000-
to $300,000, This considered to be 
consistent with an alleged plot of a 
deal worked out between the United 
States and the USSR to overthrow Castro 
and establish a Tito-type government ~ 
acceptable to both super poowers. " 

Barker's name appears on CIS censorship 
list. Barker under investigation as a
possible CIS agent. His mail will be 
intercepted and he will be under sur
veillance. 

Barker receives information that -
Mrs. Eusebio Mujal had been approached 
by a u.s. agency with a request that 

November-December 

she send her relative, Regino Boti, a 
member of Castro's cabinet, a_merno offer· 
ing him the provisional Presidency of ~ 
Cuba if he would act against Cuba. I' 

{Pico} reporting to Barker re: JURE. 

1964 

February Barker's contract extended one year. 

fJohnson1 arranging support aspects for •· ... 
Classification:-------
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BARKER, 1964 

M~y i.26 J 

1 

July 20 - August 21 

August 7 

October 1 

November 24 

~.,;;· November 18 

December 

strikes against Cuba by Bosch of the 
MIRR,. who is :.planning a strike over 
Havana. The plane to be used was pur-
chased in Arizona. . ~ 

(Pico)reports he was asked to join JURE., 

'Barker is polygraphed in connection 
with the investigation of possible CIS ' 
ties. Nothing derogatory found. 
Shows he still feels great. affection 
for Tony Varona. He knows llowin 

ersonnel by true name: 
Art Avignone, 

Barker in New York City receiving basi 
tradecraft training at the request of 
Desmond Fitzgerald. ~ 

State Department reaches the decision , 
that Barker lost his u.s. citizenship, 
must wait five years then apply for 
naturalization. 

POA granted. 

Notation in Pedro Diaz Lanz fil oA-..7. Droller~· .... 
"Bender never met Lanz. " \ '"':t 

Reported by INS that Barker file has 
either been lost or misplaced. 

Mara:>S Diaz Lanz reportedly engaged in ~ 
arms ~ggling operaticn using <;Uias "Pec:rro ' 

. Garcia." Marcos a :rrember of Minuteman m 
Florida. Made anti -Johnson statements that 
is Johnson elected "they'', meaning the ~ 
Minuemen, would have to rrake anned revolt. , 

Richard Zaragosi tells Barker he would 
assassinate Castro 12/20/. 64. zaragosi~ 
reportedly affiliated with Rolando 
Masferrer and the anti-Duvalier Haitia 
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BARKER, 1965 

1965 

February 

April 

1966 

January 

April 

July 31. 

August. a 

1.972 

(NO datel 

19.74 

• ' I ' • 
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Contract extended one year. 

Receives informati?n :e~arding a raid ~ 
by the MI'RR from F1.or1nl. and Johnson. , 

.Receives information regarding the 
ransacking of Varona~s house. ~ 

Barker reportedly has theory that Casti' 
using the bolita racket to fund agents 
in the u.s. CO expresses concern that 
Barker may becoming too involved with ~ 
underworld elements. J' 
Barker recieved 4 threatening phone call: 
from an individual ident.ify. ing himself~ 
as "Jerry Walker." 
Pico also recently received threatenin 
phone calls. 

Barker re~6rtedly has ~ large n~ber o~ 
contacts In the community. He l.S now 
used primarily as a refugee debreifer. 
Some of BarkerJs contacts are (suspecte~ 
underworld characters. J' 
Barker~s contract to be extended thru 
7/31/66 and terminated 7/31/66. 

' 
Terminal bonus $1500. 

Barker to move to Chicago to work with 
Rauland Corporation, a subsidiary of ~ 
zenith Radio Corp. J' 

J.,avi.i/1. Mora'les} tal)C;ing abou~. Bc;rker f 
~a:ys Barker w. Ith tell authmat1es ever 
th1.ng he knows. 

Memo in DCD - instructions not to talk ~ 

Cl 
.f. . Barker if contacted. 

ass1 1cat1on: --------
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BARKER, 1976 

1976 

1977 

2COO:l3~~ 
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Barker sent a letter to the agency · -
3/31/76 for which Chris Hopkins does a 
name trace on 3 individuals, presumably 
mentioned in Barker's letter: -

Father Jose Leonardo Vazquez 
Father O'Farrill 
Marcos Diaz Lanz 

:r.mita I.Drenz alleges .that P.eiro Diaz Lanz ·
and Frank Sturgis were involved in the 
Kennedy assassination. 

r, 
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