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i\ ·s . .:s i~~-~s. / r'/ ?~'r nL.Y'J ,.-; r/...-) so 1 r< p, (. ~ r:·· ~ 
\...._... r ~ • \ """:"-;.:..-•..-··-

-"-'l'SS!:JE:,.L .... :.eu~ 

A (;- P, i r\! ._s T :r::. 1. \'1 ~:::· / ~''" ~\ :: ·-,-r.:. /-~ 
. ~ < ·' ~-fO.... ... ~:,....-r.- \....• ._l\\'-~A..._/ 

~ rAA2l foai,CPI?-ce . · 

(t) The attempt o E the United States government 

to assassinate Cuban premier Fidel Castro.~~ 
. . 

as other foreign lea 1ers during the tu:rl;m J eRt c3eGa€1e. 
· $Q..riot>~f.· dl luri.JI!/J tit., 

~the 1960s sboE:kaa American tflL~ 
. ;J. &.U\\5 

c.Lti~. tfuen sot~-r-e ~.s disclosed that the Central · 

solicited and receiv~d the assistance of various 

su.Gh acts as a...~ ~nsb: ument of fcneign 

po~A~S-!=le-e-~~±on-. 
. . 

(-.:t.j The effec.t-an ;i......i.JH:.lueaee ef t-hese aetiorrs 

d~o.:t;.....s.:toP-r-~:~ewe¥e ::-;-wi Lh invoking the disdain o"f · 

"~ . ,__,·.. ~ h . 't' t.= AmerLGaa puw~re-~nu~WVLLUo T ese assass~na ~on 
!~~) ' ·.· 

.·attempt~ gave birth :o the·~ theory that . 
• . . 141.$-'f. l,;g. J-R • • ' . .()- . 

F~del CastroAorchest~ated the assass~nat~on of~· 

President ~~ in .~retaliation 

for the plots on his life. 

-:··. 

.;,, 



---,2 --

. ( 3) In its Final {eport published in· April, 

1976, the Senate Sel· !Ct Committee to .Study Government-al 

t .to Intelligence Activities 

(f) In this Repor :, . the SSC focused on bro operations 

of the CIA may have provoked Castro into 

retaliation. ·First, the SSC documented tne joint 

effort of the CIA. ani Organized Crime to eliminate 

Castro. Second, the sse examined the nature and extent 

of the.CIA AMLASH Op!ration. The SSC concluded its 

analysis with the stttement that "{t/he Committee 

believes the investi ration should continue in c.ertain 

areas, and for that :eason does not reach any 

co.ncl us ion;. ;, 1 

an 

I~1ot the purpose 
........ ---"··. ~ 

of tl:li s mated a 1 to · ~~ review detai · (\ 
, . t.O ;/ 1 w rr eo i.u..r61.-

the CIA-Mafia plots,-'' >r of the AMLASH operation1J ·te--
·..;...t._ h~&bJ,· b),. all, h.{) . ~ LA..> ; J/ 6--R ~ ti . 

'SesoTve all .of· the c mflicting viewpoints of the 

SSC and the CIA in r~gard to the importance of the 
. 'l . . 

operations~ -~~t~u~s~u~b~j~e~c~t~an~~~u~r~les-~tTu~n~tq~~~~ 
~'·""'-!o.'oe>, -p.t;o+s. 

In ;tead, this ma..t:..e.J::.i.l first seeks-
~~ L-Oi )J 

_ .. _._ 



.\!;¢1 present a~~ review of the C!A · 

operation AMLASH and of the involvement or potential 

involvement of organ: zed crime in the CIA operati.ons 

. against Castro durin< 1960-1963. From thi~ review/ i·t ·' 
1..0; II ~~-=~ C\~ '~i.-e rVD ~.-,; 6--'--e T, ~~~-o 
certain &~~~l ,d-~c..l'.USJ.-GR-s-a-re-theR-:~.w.n · · 

conce.r-nin.g.. the natur• ·, scope, and 

these operations. 

II. BACKGROUNI I MATERIAL - RELEVANT SUMMARY 

A. CIA-Mafia Plots 

(~) The genesis o · the 

~ ..c.Hmi.na-1 synd .. cat 

0? P . YI.Ut;~ 
U~1lizatio~of the un~·L~U 
()t-"&ln~? .... cO ~ . 
y the CIA to attempt to 

assassinate Castro L placed by the 1967 Report of the 
G:he• e ""'f let .;; ~ 

Inspector General11 a(> occurring during a conversation 

between the Deputy D .rector of Plans, Richard Bissell, 

and the Director of : ;ecuri ty, Colonel Sheffield Edwards . 
. D.cb--

These plots extended from~l960 until early 1963 and 

4 can be divided·into :wo stages. The first ·stage· 

occurred from August 1960 until April, 1961, arid \ 

can best be termed.a; Phase I or pre- y of Pigs 
5 

period. From April. 1961 until ~~~CIA 
. /l.Y~· A.,~b._, tJva ,/- . ~·· c9'p.i--~ u'l"tS 6 
-~~~ t. 

'"~-"'· 

._ .. :· 

3 

. ' -· 



(1) I.n late l96i l :he CIA decided to renew 

the CIA~Mafia plots, then creatin~ Pha~e II, and 
7 

or early 196 3. kept them active unt_l late 1962 
("':\ 
{~During the in_tial stages of Phase I, Edwards 

.assigned the specifi: task of locating the proper 

persons to 

,va..tz.; '"~ a..-t2 ~~!!.X:~~ . 
agreed that~!!' ;;hould contact Robert A.~ 

~~~'tt..fl ·E..!J . . . . 
whom the CIA had preriously used in several covert ~ 

.·. . 9 - e~ 
operations, ·to recru _ t the necessary personnel. (lt~,~>-"' r.t..J 

· ..:JOhN · lOaJl" O II 
( q) l-1aheu subsequ. mtly contacted11 Roselli, 11. \"ho 

in turn recruited tw> persons itial 

as "Sam Go_d" and says 
·;-

he, along with Maheu. later discovered the true identities 

of these persons to >e Sam Giancana and Santo Trafficante, 

respectively I 
12

f1110 •1tlf'/l., I' a·IJJ'(J .;, ();?.(f~iz.:.Jl c6~ . 
. . (10) .Afte~ meeting several times in Miami and deciding 

upon poison pills as the method of assassination, the 
.:t:C:rR ~~, (S · . · . . •. 
~ Ie ispe:t:t. ·lds that Trafficante made the.· 

arrangements for the assassination of Castro with 

one of his contacts Lnside Cuba on one of the trips 



. . . . 13' 
he allegedly made to Havana, Cuba.. ·This contact 

was ·~ a Cub m offici~! who held a· position 

close to Castro. 14 

::t::.6- R 
~!} The .J.!H37 IG R ~ then states that Roseili 

passed the pills to _'rafficante·.ls. 
f-i"le S l.Lf"'>ofZ.+ ~ 

told ~~lAthat :he_ ~ills .were 

Ro-selli subsequently ·. 
· ~ Cuha'>\ cfP-U:..Q 

delivered to e~ 
\k ()...~ •?1 ~~ . 

in Cuba.l6 -~ app trently retain~d the pills for 

.a few weeks and then returned them since he was unable 
. .. . 7 -t-....&k.:Lio..~ . . 

to fulf1ll any plan. - -~ was no longer 1n a 

position to kill cas .ro because he had lost his Cuban 

post. 
18 

-\t.t C,u1oJ.,. *J.JI 
/12) With~ una >le to perform, the s \ . -\-4 dicate~ 

looked elsewhere. R- )selli next told 0' C:nneH, 
. . . . 

sometime during earl' 1961 ,· that Trafficante knew 

a man prominent in t 1_e Cube~t~~m~ .. ~~~-tl..-?1-:k:•"&vc} 
could accomplish_the jo ::-~?.nke± A!! I"" L • de 

-Ve~ Ti.c;eeeg(l,.,!t- ~fu:receiving appr·o~al., Trafficante 
. 4~<.U. p.v . .!lo-r, 

approached uearrrr ab>ut assassinating 
he 20 

reported that ¥arona was rece tive. · 
-¥- _,·"""-¥'1"01. 

Castro and 
·:t:& R 

The l.Q67 II!:! 

that -0 ,ec;,~~ 1n distributed pills 
21 . 

·eventually 



r,J) This activity conclud~d the pre-Bay ·of 
\! .:I:&R.,. 

Pigs phase of the pl>ts. The 196F=l@R does not 
1\,c.,h;. ... .<t..O.. 

document anyj\attempt to ~ administer the 

pills to Ca~tro .. 

Qlf) The ~ IGR 

of apparent dorm 
Gl.. c I A a,ae;o.-1-) /24., 

Harve~'lin appro 

:elates that after a period 
22 

Bissell direct~d William 

November of 1961 to . .u 

· reactivate 
. . 23 rhe Su.ppo·P_I- ci.,.(:J ·~ 

the CIA-M•fia plots. O'C '""ell/\t.herefop.e-
24 

introduced Harvey to Roselli. During-this phase, 

the CIA decided agai 1st usin~ Giancana or Trafficante; 

instead, a person re ·:erred to as "MACEO" entered the 

plot as the per,son W!O would help provide Castro 
25 

contacts. In addi:ion, the 
~e. 

the services of·~ 

still utilized 

~~~~~+~' 
~ S') Even though t 1e plots no longer inc 1 uded 

Trafficante and Gian :ana, the CIA admitted that .. ,.,. 
;q{,""/ 

· Roselli most likely :ept them informed~. The~ 
:::X:.b-R 1'\0~ · . 
MTITl&iJU.~ ~!:f. that "Lilt would be naive 

to assume that Rosel ~-i did· not take the precaution of 

informing higher-~ps in the syndicat~ that he was 

working in a terri to :y considered to be the private 

: . . ·. ·.~· 

-:-···.··._ ... _;,. ,, '·. \ ~ . ,· 
~ .. , · .. 
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27 
domain of someone el: :e in the syndicate." 

WtVV . · · (lq __ In_ ~~ne of 19'~~rted to. Harv~y 
· .~1~~-d a three-man team into Cuba 

with the general ass .gnrnent of recruiting others 

. to kill Castro, and, if the opportunity arose, to 
28 

kill·him thems~ves, maybe through the use of pills. 

In September of -1962 Roselli reported to Harvey 

in Miami that the "mt·dicine" was reported in place, . 
. · · . ~u... t.u.btMv ~&_, 

that the three-man t< ·am was safe, and that .X:e 1 1 '"4 _,t.ut~ 

was prepared to dispdtch another thre.e-man team 
29 . 

to infiltrate Castro s bodyguard. In December, 

1962,· Roselli and Ha:vey agreed that not much· seemed to 

be occurring and by J 'ebruary, 1963; Harvey terminated 
30 

the ·plots~. 

B.· The Las Vegas lvi: ·etap Incident 

(1V _The~ IGR <.lso mentioned an event tha~ 
occurred during Phas< · I of the CIA-Mafia plots 1o1.l:H:-d'r 

resulted in the firs dissemination of the details 

of the plot to persOJ,·s other than the ones involved 

in the operation. OJ• October 31, 1960, Las Vegas 

police arrested Arth·•r J. Balletti, an .employee of a 

Florida investigator named _Edward DuBois, for placing 



g 

31 
an electronic bug in a hotel room in Las Vegas. 

Mahe he surveillance and possibly the 

wiretap of the subje :t involved and that t:taheu probably 
32 

and the CIA. acted on behalf of G.ancana 
{,., VG). The violation of the wiretap 

the case under federtl jurisdiction 

statuteplaced 

and the FBI soon 

began an investigati· m. In the course of this 

investigation, Maheu informed the FBI that he 

instituted the surve.llance on behalf of CIA efforts 

to obtain Cuban inte.ligence through the hoodlum 
. 33 . . 

· . element, including G .ancana. · In its efforts to 

prevent the prosec 
!A,M hll.D GLI 

unidentified indi 

CIA eventually told 

.on of Balletti, Maheu, and an . 
11 ~ &:u.tztu; i" t:k.L ~.u·, lle ~~ · · 

1al known as J. W •. Harrison 1\ the 
. . . . . .·. 

:he Justice Department the de~?ils 
J ' , . 

of Phase I of the CI\-Mafia·plots tokill Castro~ 
-r(U.., (\",()~~ ~tcc,v..tw\r.l~ . . 
,.~can.~ be reltted through the following 

<./ 

' . ·' ........ , 

., .. ·: 

.}.··.:. 



memorandum frorri J. ·E· lgar Hoover to Attorney 
34 

· General Ramsey Clark (quoted in par.!)": · · . 

Blank letterhead 11emorandum 3-6-67 

TO: . Attorney Gen• ,ral 
FROM:. Director, FB : · 

TOP SECRET 

/Attorney General R>bert K~nnediZ indicated 
that a few days pri· >r to /5-9-62/ he had been 
advised by the CIA :hat Robert A. Maheu had 
been hired by the C:A to approach Sam Giancana 
with a proposition >f paying $150 1 000 to hire 
gunmen to ·go into C 1ba and kill Castro.· He 
further stated CIA tdmitted having assisted Maheu 

·in making .'the "bugg .ng" installation in Las Vegas 
which uncovered·thi; clandestine operation and for 
this reason CIA couLd not afford to have any action 
taken against Gianc ma or r!Jaheu. Mr. Kennedy stated 
that upon learning :IA had not cleared its action 

·in hiring Maheu and Giancana with the Department of 
Justice, he issued Jrders that the CIA should never 
.again take such ste>s without first checking 

· · with the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Kennedy further advised that because of this 
matter it -would be rery difficult to initiate any,. 
prosecution against Giancana, as Giancana could 
immediately bring o1t the fact the United States 

·Government had apprJached him to arrange for the 
assassination of Ca;tro. He stated the same was 

·true concerning any action we might take against 
Maheu for any vioia:ion ih which he might become 
·involved. . 

( 
.\ ·. · · · ··,he.·, de.~.J 

\l{j In summary, t 1.e Las Vegas wiretap ·$::3-:IFU .:::LJ 

'•.-

forced, the."CIA. to ac mowledge the existence of . the ... 

CIA-Mafia plots to nJn-CIA government officials 



- {0-

~nd provided the fir;t occasion for participants 

-to_ manipul~ te the op !ration . to prevent prosecution. 

c. Robert r1aheu and the Long Committee 

(20)The next majo~ event related to the-CIA­

Mafia plots occurred in 1966 when Maheu used his 

involvement with the CIA to avoid testifying before 

Senato~ Edward Long' ; 3~ommitt~e/which.was investigating_~-~ 
invasions of privacy. The attor-ney for M~ /'Ali· 
Edward Pierpont Horg m, informed the Ho1:1se Seleet:-

Committee ~ 1atiens (hereinafte:r tJ::ie "Committee"""): 

that Maheu contacted him during the fall of 1966 and 

said he was going to be called before the Long 

Committee in conjunc:ion with the Morganthau investiga­
o (,. )$a. 

tion. Maheu then informed Morgan.of:the plots and 

suggested that any t~stimony might necessarily reveal his· . .- . 31~ - . 
previous covert acti ;i ties '"i th the CIA. Morgan 

then contacted Senat)r Long and Lawrence Houston, the 

General Counsel to t1e CIA, to reiterate Maheu's 

concerns in an appar~ntly successful effort to block 
. . --3-5-G..; 38 

any testimony. 

. . ' .. 
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D. Roselli Effortsn :o Avoid Prosecution 

f.;;tl) The sse relab:d that in May, 1966, the FBI " •' threatened to deport Roselli ~for living in the 

United States under .tn assumed name unless ·he 
3
q 

. ;-;3-'1- ' 

d . . . . f h f. , ff . cooperate J.:n an ~nv. ;st~gat~on o t e Ma ~a. 

The SSC then states _hat Roselli contacted Edwards 

who subsequently spo :e to the FBI ·in regard to 
3'S. tfD . 

Roselli. 

The sse repor_s that Roselli again contacted· 

CIA sources in an ef :ort to thwart prosecut-ion when. 

Roselli was arrested for fraudulent gambling activities 
¥I "'*-

at the Friars Club i 1 Beverly Hills in 1967. Roselli 
; 

contacted Harvey, _wh > 

"';;).. "'tS.. 
to represent him. 

was no longer a CIA employee, · · C~1.L 
' U."~U.C.:{t'$\ ~--~ 

Harvey subsequently attempted 1\ · 
1.{3 -.4-J. 

to influence the CIA into preventing the prosecutiiJn. 

The Justice Departme1t, however, subsequently convicted 

Roselli for a violat_on of the interstate gambling 

laws.~4L.\ 
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E. Debut of the Reti~iation Theory · 

. • (J-3) The genesis o E this . theory can be attributed 

to an interview that Premier Castro held on 

September 7, 196~wi:h Associated Press reporter 

Daniel Harker. In t1at interview, Castro-warned 

against the United States "a ng terrorist plan~ 

to eliminate Cuban l~aders." He. stated, according 

to Harker, that Unit:!d States leaders would be ·in danger. 

if ted any attempt to eliminate the leaders 
.z..tt) . . I ~r..'7. . . . . . 
early J muary, ~dward Morgan approached coli.l.rnn ,_,t of 

Drew Pearson, relatel the background of the plots,· 

posed the possibilit{ that the plots could have provoked 

a Castro retaliation and asked Pearson inform 
-4-4- (no No. ~· 

Chief Justice Earl W1rren of the operation. 

Warren subsequently informed Secret Servi 

James J. ~who in-turn notified the F 

irector 
4-§..._ 

informed the Committ"!e that Roselli initially approached 

him complaining of ex:cessive FBI surveillance ever/.0\ 
. lt:UI "4-6.. 

since he had been in<Jolved in. this p·atriotic venture. 

Roselli also i~forme1 Morgan that Castro.had retaliated 

for these plots . by assassinating .President ·Kennedy.· 
,: 

,,.,. 

: .. ·. ~· .... .... . 

w··~,, 



:.'· 

' -\ 
{J,).! After receivi.1g this information the FBI 
~ ~· 

decided not to ·furth• 'r investigate the allegation. ·-. 

Following the publicttion of the Jack Anderson 

and -Drew P_earson art .cles of March .3 and 7, 1967 1 

hm.,rever 1 where_ the t: teary of retaliation first 

gained public notori· 'ty 1 President Johnson ordered 
. f:t... ·-zv.-;n, 

the FBI to investiga .e the matter. he FBI 

consequently intervi· 'wed Edward Morgan on March 20 1 

:-:;_-;. ll-9. . 
1967. · Morgan info :med the "FBI that he repr~sented 

clients that were re tsonable individuals who entered 

into a project that :hey understood to have high 

governmental backing and involved the assassina-
51./ "5'0-

tion of Fidel Castro. r'J.organ then stated that· his 

clients had reason t> suspect_that Castro learned 

of these plots and. k.l],ed President Kennedy in 
. . '5-:155 

:tetall.atl.on. 

(/Ja). The FBI inves :igation resulted in President 

Johnson acquiring a >ersonal interest in the 

retaliation theory w1ich prompted CIA Director Richard _ . ) . . ~2..,::;' 
Helms to prepare a r!port on the assassination plots. 

F. 1967 IGR 



.. -- - I 
. I 

' i 

· · ot- · ® ,.J 1. · · .· I 
! 

( 'a1.( J~SJ~, --! 
- \A _ w_l6 . !: 

I . ~ ~< -, ··4 

·A: Ll . ~c.-t'"W" .. 
.., 
. i 

. . l 
·i' A ·'\r11)· i 

( . I 
c~~~-~ J · \·\A-t .. , 

r.,1.- .wt· ~ !.hrJ ~·I 
V\ ~, · ,~ ~e tf 1 -~ 

~1-· . c;"l I I 

· I :mf ~7055 

I 

I 
! 

. l 

Docid:32273547 Page 22 



.·.' .. -

(~1) On March 23, L967}Director .Helms ordered 

. the CIA Inspector Ge1eral to prepare a report on 
. . . S} '5-3.. 

the CIA assassinatio1 plots. This report detailed 
. p16.t'l~ 0.\,6 Co..:..:t",e 

the accounts. of variJUS CIAAoperations against~ 

including an analysi; of the CIA-Organized.Crime 

plots and the AMLASH operation. The IGR also 

examined the 1960 La> Vegas wiretap incident. 

(~~) ... In reference :o the AMLASH operation, the 

IGR.related AMLASH's activities in Madrid, Spain 

in late 1964 and e.ar Ly 19651 where AMLASH was meeting 
-.56 '5! 

with Manuel Artime. noted that 

Rafael Garcia-Bongo, a former lawyerAfor Santo 91· 
55 

·. Trafficante, was in •!adrid, Spain in March,.1965~ 

Bongo claimed to be i_n·contact with dissident Cuban 
.· ~b:D' 

military leaders, in ~luding AMLASH. . .. 

G. Anderson Article3 

(z~) In 1971, Ande cson. once again published 

information promotinJ the retaliation theory in two 

articles dated Janua r:y 18 and 19.: ·These articles 

exhibited more detai 1., relating that several assassins· 

made· it to a rooftot: 'Within shooting. ·distance. of 

Castro before being :tpprehended,.. that this event 
. ' 



( 

occurred in late Feb:uary or early March; 1963, 
p. 

that Robert Kennedy tt least condoned the i2IA-

Mafia plots, and tha: Roselli delivered poison 

pills to be used in :illing Castro to a contact at t.a I 
·6G-· 

the Miami Beach Foun:ainbleu Hotel on Mar~h 13, 1961. 

:H ," Roselli deportat on 

(3r.::.) I.n 19.71 1 the . :ame year that Anderson released · 

addi t:i:onal inforiuati• >n· on the plots, the CIA contacted 

the Immigration and : laturalization ·Service, Department 

o;f Justice, in an at .enipt to prevent information on 

CIA operations ·from· J,efng disclosed in the event INS 
I . 5"'7 (~ ::l ' 

The (I A 
15 C,.~MCiJlhV bri::n~c;Jht deportation ) 'ioceedings against Roselli. I 

~ 1-!u pro+«--~ ~ 
. 1 \\ • e The SSC stated in it.; Interim Report, ·released in o \- . i n-t" ' ~e r<C. 

< r • .;..J 
So~J~..cc..e-' ~,~. 

v"Yldhods. 

. . . 
the deportation order was' sd.'ll 
.. . ~~-~~- . '. 

Noyember, 1975 1 that 

. i:n the p;iocess of be ng. 1i tigated. 4Jfin August, 

1976, authorities .di: :covered Roselli's butchered 

body stu;ffed in an o 1 drum and floating.in Miami's 
.. ·@ 

Biscayne ·Bay. His colleague in the plots to kill 
,:r. 

Ca.stro, s'am Giancana had. been shot to death in 

his· home in June, 19. '5. 
. .... ' . ' . :. ~ . ~ . 

' . . . . . 

; .. ~ . 



I. The Senate Selec: Committee To Study 
Governmental Ope ::~.tions \"i th Respect to 
Intelligence Act .vities 

{_., ·' 
~l) In connection with its mandate to investigate . 

the full range·of go1ernmental inteliigence activities, 

the sse "examined th~ performance of the intelligence 

agencies in conducti1g their investigation of the 

assassination and th~ir relationship to:the Warren 
ID"f~ .... 

Commission." In A)ril, 1976, the SSC published· 

its Final Report (Bo)k V))which 1in essence 1faulted 

the CIA for its errocs of omission in not informing 

the warren Commissio1 of the CIA's on-going plots 

~;;;;;;;;IIL!iltiPI'IM~!lill1F'e&8ii!!!!IIIA. the Life of the premier, Fidei Castro; 

(} "J...} · After reviewing the details of the CIA-Mafia 

plots, ·the SSC state :i that "Castro' probably would : 

not have been certain that the CIA was behind the 

underworld attempts" and that it would have been 

unlikely that Castrc ·would· have distinguished the. 

the CIA plots with the underworld from any plots 

sponsored by the.cutan exile community and not 



affiliated in any wa· with the CIA. 

(3 3} The sse ident .fie·d the AMLASH operation, 

however, as being "c early different" from the.under-
&1<> ffa-

world plots. The . :sc -stated that AMLASH was in· 

progress at the time of the assassinat"ion, that it 

could clearly be tra:ed to the CIA, and that AMLASH's 

proposal. for a coup :tad been endorsed by the CIA, 
(, 1 ./;/;4 

the initial step bei1g the assassination of Castro. 

The sse cautioned, h· >wever'· that it saw "no evidence 

.that Fidel Castro or others in the Cuban government 

plotted President Ke:1nedy's assassination in retaliation 
~~J". 

for U. S. operations against Cuba." 

(3~) As related in the Introdu.ction to this material, 

the sse did not reac 1 ;:;_ny conci us ion because it · · 
·. . Gfj'-:m;rc · 

believed additional .nvestigation needed·to 
·"if sl(. ·Fe P ... cC: 

J. The CIA 1977 p::tse _ rt 
1' ,. ~JVL <0;.){. 

{3-.5.) S.f:..ul'l~ the ;enate criticism 

-~that Book V Ctused in the media~ the CIA 
ICf 17 e.­

prepared a cornprehen ;ive report in ~ dibsigned 
i tWt'~ +i".~<l--fe.~ . . •. . . 

to ""'fii_ :!'!,;;o at least ·1ithin the .CIA, .the ~ritical 

.. questions.po~tulat~d in.the SSC Final Report. 

._ .. ,, 



.dentifies a principal theme 

·of Boo~ Vas the pos ;ibility that Castro r~taliated 

against the United S:ates for attempts on his life 

and that the CIA ope ·ations may have specifically 

d 
,M,qJ h . 70 71 . . 

cause ~sue act1Jns by Castro. ·In respond1ng 

to this theorylthe CcA decided to perform the 

following: 0 'II"'\. 

1) to conduc: ·a ·information 
and opera:ion e Cuban target to 

.identify tny a ity that might relate 
to the as;assination of President Kennedy, 
and 

2) to review the possibility that CIA 
:·activitie; against Cuba did, by their 
natur~, ·ctuse Castro to order the assassina­
tion of P~esident Kennedy.~~?/ 

.,.-~·ft. 
( 3 1). The details o: the ~ are thoroughly 

related in this mate~ial because no source has 

. . ---------.. ---- ~ previously ~blicli.>. ~eleased themt -~ 

1. Syndicate Op~rations 

(~ ~) Before analyz i.ng the AMLASH operations, the 

CIA first related ne~ considerations pertaining-to the 
IFR 

syndicate operations. The~ refers to a series 

of articles written )y Paul Meskill and appearing 

in the New York Dail{ News in April, 1975 .. 

. {~f1i.J,l. '. \~ v In these arti~les Meskill described how 
al::.o · 

Frank Fiorini, ~ k :~own as Sturgis, allegedly 



/ 
.; 

. ,. 
.,l· 

J 

o. -i6;.,.,.:r ' .. ~m:.;.s .,.t G:t;;t.-c 1 
. fl 

recruited Marie Lore 1z1 to spy on Castro and 

. how Sturgis kne\~·. Jua 1 Orta ·and planned to: use him 
73 ~ 

.in a bombing assassi 1ation· of Castro. Meskill . . 

asserted that Sturgi; claimed he had ·been a hired 
o pec£L+ ,·,.rt:.. . 

·GI.!i'ewetirwn- for the CI \ for at least a decaae and that 

Sturgis was in touch 1vith all the <;:a~ino operators~-J1 

in Havana during the period of the Castro takeover. 

In another article o 1 ·June 13, 1976, Meskill related 

the claim of Marie LJrenz that in the fall of 1960 

Frank Sturgis, actinJ for the.CIA, gave her two. 

capsules of poison p)wder which she was to sprinkle 
.... · .. ) . ~ 1.; 

in some food or drinc of Castro. 
t_ ) · · . TF!l. · · 
('(o The writers of the -~were quite conc.erned 
+~ -H"I>!. oo.me o.f -the... t...<b.:tn off,c..Ji\L l'lvcl~ if! Ph:J.sei oF 

with ~. assertion> bE;! cause fil&;M$41 li!iiiii> had · +h' plats 

. fPublicly~rfaced.J in connection wi.th a Castro assassina­
n.:: .• dG l . ""' . "'" Oa~·f;"> r Q\•: ;N .. "'\U.. < ~~ • .J " 

tion plot before the SSC re~ the. CIA- ~'-. 

organized .crime plo~ 3.
1
;;;:)t-hus ·Lite. assi91r11t~-to . 

. <;:}i'H'.'\1 / . . 
. poison""Ca:s:t.:J:::~-t y{"-ttre-'"1:rf'f'f'an·::-:t:mre"l~~~q9 

wh.Q:::ID.aY-ha.z:.·:e~ . ~ :i-k4~~k~~r.om~tir~amb'i~'n9'· 
. . · . th.s t ... b;t.n oHH .. ,,.L. 

:i.~ The pas :;ibili ty thatil~ was involved 

in assassination plots other than the CIA operation 
. ,7,. 

also attracted the attention of the CIA. 

•·· ···,' 



10 / ,r-

.· {'-!/} ·rn reference .o Sturgis' allegat~on f,hat he 
.. ~-~ . 

. had been a hired~==- for .the CIA for a. decade 

the 
T 

· asserted that "he was in contact with 

some of the CIA Cuba·' employees in the Jl-liami area, ·
7 . . --~1 

·but had no direct re .ationships with the Agency." 
-rFR · 

The ~ recognizes ·t: tat Sturgis, through his gambling 

activities and relat .onships with various casino owners, 

may quite possibly h.tve known Orta, and also raises 

the question of whet: ter Sturgis may have been a source 
. . . . 

of information to·ca :tio regardi~g Orta'i p~rticipation 
. . . . . ~78 

in any assassination plot. ·. 

{q.;.j In reference :o .the Lo.renz-Sturgis poison pill 
""r~f;? ... 

plot, the ~ ~-· >:t.S!.c;l.J:;h.eJ.il!l.il.i!.f...~.!:Y.,...aLth o
7
t
1 '•. rn.- lr""M",...o,·oo'lk1r., c'.l.l(.f•\.!1r..· ~ .:;ic--f-~.;.i<llle 

. ~. ~--... -~-----· 
to the details in tR: ~ 18 October 1960. FBI 

The CIA concluded th.tt this Octob~r date is too early 

for the· CIA syndicat., operations and that therefor·e 
8 . . 'S!i 0 

the syndicate may ha· •e been acting independently. 

(1f3) The CIA also :oncluded that ARt"' is ~ :: eM,.. 

the Cuban exile lead..,r active in the CIA syndicate 

operations~ may have already been active in olots 
. ~-ill 

)'!'ith the Mafia when :he CIA approached him. . 

_, .. 

:-,_ 

.. :·, 



(4LJ) 

)\" 

(';\/_.. 
'fl The CIA cited b1o · FB: memorandum as support. 

·.First, a 21 December 19.60 memorandum pe-rtaining to 

underworld support f< ·r some Cubans, and second, a 

18 January 1961 memo; andum relating an unconfirmed 
-theCM.'oo..<> ·~•· c..lc.tde?' 

report that ~ w< s one of the Cubans receiving 
-~S<t~ 

support. 
,_--- .T.. . . 

The CIA.jfurth• ·r! acknowledge,V'that although 

the operation with tl.e Mafia was suspended.after 

the Bay of Pigs, it < ppeared to still be in progress 
' . ~gj 

re-activated in April, 1962. when 
TFR. 

The~ summaJized its position concerning 

non-CIA sponsored sy1 .dicate operations in the following 

passage: 

It· is possiblE that CIA simply found .. 
itself involvEd in ·providing additional 
resources .for independent operations that 
the syndicate already had underway ... /-I/n ·;· 
a sense CIA m;y have been piggy-backing on 
the syndicate and in addition to its material 
contribution \as o supplying an·aura of 
official sanc1 ion. · 81 

2. AMLASH 
.IFK 

The -~ state~ the SSC suggests that AMLASH 

was possibly a · Castr<, agent assigned a. provacation 

. _.,·. 



'l'l.uA 

'"i ").._, 

r.i··-

mission -wl:l-:i:Ch ~16uld :hen j'ustify retaliation, ·or, 

in the alternative, ~hat AMLASH .was a security 

risk through ~h d'tails of the plotting may have 

surfaced~o Castro t JUS providing the impetus for 
65~ - TFR. 

provocation. Addi :ionally, the ~cites the 

SSC as holding that .n either case, AMLASH should 
~d~ 

have been reported t > the Warren c·orrunission. 
T..r-,:;:;,. - - 87u 

_The D. conte 1ds neither theory is correct .. 

s-tating that the relttionship between the CIA and 

A..IVJLASH before the de 1th of- President Kennedy "1as so 

"unsubstantial and i 1conclusive 'that it provided no 

basis for AMLASH/1 t> feel that he had any ta gible 
- - eg: 

CIA support for plot:ing against castro. 

In support th J - proceeds to -narrate the 

Agency's .understandi 19 of the- operation. On August 17, 

1962, the case offic~r for AMLASH _reported that he 

"!_Fia!!l no intention ~of giving A1-1LASH/_!_7 physical 

elimination mission: 1S requirement :but recognize 

this [ii~_l something 1e could o·r might try to carry 
81--- -' -- ' 

- out on his own initi 1tion." Headquarters replied 



the next day, "Stron· rly concur that no physical 
.. . . . . «~ 
elimination mission ; >e _given AMLASH/1." ·From 

August 29, 1962 unti september, 1963 the CIA states 

it did not have any ·:on tact with 
.·. -ln'f{ 

AMLASH. 

.On September ' 1963 the CIA re~eiv~d the I 

following cable: 

AMLASH still 'eels there on_ly two ways 
accomplish ch tnge either inside job or 
invasion he ~'alistic enough to realize 
latter out of question. According k~~HIP, 

. AMLASH still .twq..i,ting for U. S. reveal 
plan of actiot.'!iP-!.'I·CJO<., . · 

The -~t,.nc;;tes that t te SSC interpreted "inside job" 

·as referrlng to' an o >eration against Castro; the CIA, 

however, says it ref· 'rs to a general commitment concerning 
. . ~ . ···.n;::r2. . . 

how to effect change q .3 • The 5it: also states that. at 
' . ·.. .' 

this point.Book V sars."characterization of this phase 
~ 

of the AMLASH operat .on is disp.uted. "tftr· The CIA ·· 

contends that any di ;pute~in the eyes of the 
~qs­

ssc. 
. Tf'1L 

{'-tO• 

The:.~ next :omments on an interview of· 

Castro by AP reporte~ Daniel Harker in which Castro 

said that. anti.:..Castr) terrorists had the support of· 

·< 



&.,.CJb . -·7 . 

lH 1"}1-
u. s. leaders. Th ~ 'i:G'R states that the. Book V 

implies that Al'·iLASl:i; L may have. reported ·to· Castro q•7 
~. 

what the sse charact!rized as assassination plots. 

The CIA respon~e is :hat "Castro's remarks at that 

time could not have ;temmed from anyth'ing said to 

AMLASU/1 by CIA offi;ers as they proposed nothing 
. . ~Cf~ 

and undertook nothinJ." I 

On October 11. 1963 the case officer "'~tilta 

headquarters and sail that AMLASH/1 claimed to have 

the necessary people and equipment to overthrow 
~ .· .. 

Castro without U. S. assistance. 91 !'n October,~ 
· . 6u.hi,\e +" ... ~· s~-l>· · ~ 

1963, Desmond Fitz§er1ld met AMLASH/1~~~./~ 

At this meeti~g the :IAmaintains that Fitzgerald 

rejected AMLASH' s. ~e 1ue~t for an • a~sassination wea~on: .. 
specifically, a high powered r'ine with a telescopic 
~ TFR . ..,... 

lens.IO/ The ~ co1tends that at this point it 

was clear that AMLAS I .was informed that there would 

be no U. s. assista_n;e until after the fact)which 

is contrary to the· s;c statement in Book V to tlJe 

~that it was u1certain.how AMLASH interpreted 

the put-off by Fitz§brald. 
;·:· 

. •··. 



.( Gr 
On November 1 1, 1963, Fitzgerald approved_ 

informing AMLASH/1 t 1at he would be given a cache 

inside Cuba and t~at a high-powered rifle with a . 
. J..4.4-

scope would be inclu·!ed upon request.ru> -On 

November 201the case officer informed M4LASH that 
. 10"/~ 

he would be receivin·r the meeting he requested. .. 
•+%-

This meeting occurre I on November ·22. _I~ 
Tl=:-f( . . . . 

The~ summa·ized the significance of these 

contacts with AMLASH as rel·ated to the contentions 

in Book v in the fol .mving passage: 

Whatever the :elationship with ~~ASH/1 
following the death of President Kennedy, 
there is evert indication that during 
Pre_sident Ken u~dy' s life ·AMLASH/1 had no 
basis for belceving that he had CIA support 
for much of a1ything. Were he a provocateur 
reporting to ~astro, or if he was merely 
careless and Leaked what he knew, he had no 
factual basis for leaking or reporting ~ 
actual CIA pl )t directed against Castro .1 () ~ 
Finally, in r ~p_ly to the SSC allegation that 

. . 

the CIA inadequately responded to ·the Ivarren Commission's 

request for _all possLble relevant information~ the 
T'fll.. 
i6ilit observed: 

.. 
1.·. 



; n fo?..CC­re. 1 l 

) / .. ~ 
'0 .., ( •. 

While one can understand today why the 
Warren Commis.: ion limited its inquiry 
.to normal aveJ,ues of investigation,· it 

.,('.: __ .:..l'!QJ!.~.<:L):t~X~.---~~: ':,e;?:.~t::SJ._(t~I§i!Dthe. credib i 1, it y 
'. of 1ts effort hcid'it taken ·a broader view 

of the matter CIA, too, could have considered 
in specific to·rms what most saw in general 
terms - the P<•ssibility of Soviet or Cuban . 
involvement i: t the assassinatio·n (JFK) because 107 
of tensions o the time •.• The Agency should ~~ 
have taken ·br•Jader initiatives, then, as well." 

K. Recent Anderson . ,rticles 

€;~ In September .976 and October, 1978,~Anderson 
~ 

again published arti :les ~ propounded the retaliation 

theory. m:- In add it .on, for the first time Anderson 

fPublicly\rev'ealecy th tt John Roselli .served as his source 

for the re.taliation :heory in all of the articles 

pUblished through th; years • 

. f~v Th~. Septe~ber 7: 19761 artide appearing. in 

the Washington.Post :ontains all components of the 
~ o;..fid{? ,,. , 

retaliation theory~ 'l:'h:±:s:.·states: 

Mafia mobster John Roselli may 
have taken th= secret of the· John F. 

·.Kennedy assas 3ination with him to his 
death. He wa3 brutally murdered a 
few weeks ago, his hacked up body 
stuffed into :m oil druin and dumped 

·into Miami's 3iscayne Bay. · 

Before he 1ied, Roselli hinted to 
associates th3t he knew who had arranged 
President Kern.edy's murder. It was the 
same· conspire: t_ors he suggested,whom he had· 
recruited earlier to kill Cuban Premier 
Fidel Castro. 

By Roselli's cryptic account, Castro 
learned the )dentity of the underworld 



contacts in H tvana 
to knock.him >ff. 
altogether wi ~out 

·Kennedy \va·s b 'hind 

who had been·trying 
He believed, not 
basis, that President 
the plot. ~ 

The Cuban .eader, as the supreme 
irony, decide I to turn the tables and 
use the same :rowd to arrange K~nnedy's 
assassination according to Roselli's 

.scenario. To save their skins, the 
plotters line l up Lee Harvey Oswald to 
pull· the trigrer. 

Roselli co tld never be pinned down 
on names or d~tails. It was also difficult 
to assess whe:her he knew what he was talking 
about or whet1er he merely described what he 
thought might have happened. Certainly the~e 
is no real evLdence to support Roselli's 
story. But t1ere are enough curious circumstances 
to justify telling it. Here are the facinating 
highlights. 

The ruggedly handsome Roselli, a flamboyant 
mobster with mderworld contacts in Havana I 

.. '""' . ., ..... ,. ,, ,-., was· ... recruited by the Central Intelligence Agency 
in. i966 ·-to ·as iassinate castro. He had no · · · 

-authority, hovever, over the underworld elements 
in Havana ... 

They were mder the loose 'control of Florida's 
Mafia chiefta1, Santos Trafficante. His gambling 
enterprises i 1 Havana had. been closed down · 
by Castro aft ~r the 1959 revolution.·· .In fact, 
Trafficante h1d been lodged for a period in a 

., 
I 

. Cuban jail,· a 1 indignity that didn't endear · .. , 
Castro to hirr. · 

After Trafficante made it back to his 
~lorida.haunt3, he left part of his organization 
beh:i;nd in Hav 1na.·. Some ."of his henchmen even 

-·managed to de ;relop· contacts ·in Castro's inner· 
circle. Thes:! were the people Roselli wanted . 
to use to knc::::k· off castro .. 

I 

, . 
. I 



.... .? '6 -

But Rosell-i d .dn't have the stature 
inside the 1'1afia to make the necessary·· 
arrangements wit 1 Trafficante. So ·· 
Roselli called i , his patron, the Chicago 
godfather Same ( lomo) Giancana, to deal 
with Trafficante 

As Roselli's 1ssociates tell it·, he 
persuaded Gianca1a that it would be to 
their advantage :o win the good will of 
the CIA. Convin :ed, Giancana fle~<l down t<;> 
Florida to make :he preliminary arrangements. 

Once Giancana and Trafficante set it up, 
. Roselli used the Havana underworid to plot 
Castro's demise. At first, they tried to plant 
poison pills, su>plied by the CIA, in Castro's 
·food. The pills would have made it appear that 
he died of natur1l causes. When this failed, 
snipers were dis >atched to a Havana rooftop •. 
They were caught. 

The word reac1ed Roselli that some of the plotters 
had been torture I and that c·astro had learned about 
the whole operat_on. 

The CIA callel off the Roselli operation in 
March,· 1963, but recru'ited ·a Castro associate, 
Rolando Cubela, :o murder Castro. 

In an impromp:u, three-hour interview with 
Associated Press reporter Daniel Harker, Castro 
indicated that h! knew about the attempts on his 
life and warned :hat U. S. leaders also 



might not be sa:e. That was Sept. 7, 
1963. 

·According to Roselli, Castro enlisted 
the same underwlrld elements whom he had 
caught plotting against him·. They· supposedly 
were Cubans fro 1 the old Trafficante-organiza­
tion. tvorking ·lith .Cuban intelli.gence, the·y 
allegedly lined up an ex-Marine sharpshooter, 
Lee Harvey Oswa .d, v.rho had been active in the 
pro-Castro move tent. 

According to Roselli's version, Oswald 
may have shot K'nnedy or may have acted as a 
decoy while oth 'rs ambushed him from closer 
range. \'1/hen os· 1ald was picked up, Roselli 
suggested; the mderwo·rld conspirators feared 
he would crack tnd disclose information that 
might lead to t tern. This almos.t certainly would 
have brought a .1assive U. ·S. crackdown on the 
Mafia •. 

So Jack Ruby was ordered to eliminate Oswald, 
making it appea- as an act of reprisal against 
the President's killer. At least this.is how 
Roselli explain· 'd the tragedy in Dallas. 

Sever~l 'key c:i.officials b~lieved that CaStro 
, was behind the . :ennedy assassination. "' · 

It has also b 'en established that Jack Ruby, 
::indeed, had bee 1 in Cuba and had connections 
in the Havana u1derworld. One CIA cable, 
dated Nov~ 28, .. 963, reported that "an Amertcan 
gangster type n tmed Ruby" had visited Trafficimte 
in his Cuban pr .son .. 

. '· . ~ . . . . ~- ·:" 

....... 
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III. ISSUE Al:ALYSIS 

A. Preface 
C. .. c;·.- v-..:..k:kr-'- , , 

/51J} The-@~ inve: .tigated this material to . 
"., · .. > /~C..n~,c~ I 

determine what concl·tsions ~be ~t·aPre'd c II"'Q.U.)vt 

ihi? !,(~i~. 
concerning the naturo', scope, and ~ 

of these operations. In this regard, various 

issues are presented in the following sections, 

subjected to analysi. ;., cme =then resohed assora&ng 

tg_avai 1 abJ e ev4ti!efte• -,-p-r~tiollS and 

tl:i.e most Jo.g.ical jnf,•rences r 1l · ec.-,.,_~ttu.., \5'// To fulfill th .s process, the ~ reviewed . 

material from numero 1s governmental sources that 

pertained to the per;ons and operations relevant 

to the investigation 

1. .. John Roselli · .. 

2. ·Santo Trafficant! 

4. Sam Giancana 

5. Robert Maheu 

These persons included: 

-\ principai .·.in" crA..:..o-.. t;::. 
--------~operation. 

-_principal in CIA~~.C. 
operation : 

ptincipal in CIA-O.C. 
operation·· 

principal in CIA-O.C. 
operation ..... 

principal in.CIA-O.c.· 
operation. 

__ ( 
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)' 

6. Michael McLaney 

7. Samuel Benton 

B. Norman Rothman 

g; John Martino 

10·. Edward P. Morgan 

.. 
11. Edward K. Moss 

12. Dino Cellini 

13. "Richard Cain 

14. Charles To urine 

15. Rafael "Macho" G!ner 

'I c\-t;..+",.i-
16. 

. , c1 t:." ~ .+.., r, (lt<t-~li 
17.~~1\1.. 

.19. Angelo Bruno 

20. Sam Mannarino 

-) I I .• /!('. ~.::1: Is f 
/.~h~; _ (.l-}5!--l''ti rs· _r· 

_ :n,l:'_....u,,l,~":.-..(~ ?._,);·1·u_ . /. c\:•.\uj•:J 
I?:.!J;~C!-'~LJ,..; .:(. 

- ):,'.·:,· .. ·'J·., .• -.. £-, .... ,.. {_~-.-~.-.• ::. ~~ ·.' ',··'.!~--'· • ' (" • 1 ~ .. ; .. • _-T~v ~- -- - ~ .... ,J~:·: .. :~J;t~..::~V 

515.-~-,-\ ;~~T~-::.,: ~--·~ui· . .:\~: 
cr 

:r,-. i~k:.L . '"~ ·*u,;;. . .-·;·P·- LJS~-~··tA· .•. :,. • 

hu~·i.v•A: . 

0£~~;-~: i !~-~-4:~: c ;·! :-::·-f~­

\&J.:v.r ~1} · @ i,~ ~\ c( ri-:: I ph r ~'·:· 
- ~./\/El~;. .. :t-~-- (~{A. .... ;' ... t:~l..t) 



21. Kelly l'!annarino 

22. ·Edward Browder 

23. Joseph Merola 

24. Arthur Balletti 

25. Dominick Barton·' 

e~\c~ C.t(_l.,:;(. I .• Cz..·~··~·L .. {..(._i+l(.t:~·-
,;...\.::A·-, .J .-~~ i:- f 

\,... ~t.• • Loe.$ .. 
U(..(.;lll vrn 

- ..\~JQ .. -,'~t .. pt\V!-1\(. c..~?~-:_:·.~{--1··{_ {,J,(. 

t::.A.e.. ,..)-~~- c~ ~) _.. (;.::.,: ! ;: 

' ii<C-~ pfe oJ.. €.oJVIO. O.u.q ct"-'-:'. 28. Luis Balbuena C tlzadilla - "'~...........,. 1.:1 ---
rni yc;....-· . 

. 2 9 • AMJl.ASH 

30.- William Alexand !r t-lorgan 

WbCVY\ 0 H;c: i ,;, l 
31.· ~ 

32.. Jack Anderson 

33. Frank. Sturgis 

34. Fidel castro Ru 'iJ 

35- . V ,·<.A-or E~p·o.-.osa..,. ~ c:r I10.I'Iderz_ 

~~--
3~ _ fY'Ie'J'f!-r L(.i..nSK'a 

.. --- .·. c""l ; . 
. \'v-1- Q..._-\-•• - _ ,1,~-;-ir- 0 

~~t~n1Zc6J C.,(<..otrn-(.. 

UJ('e. 



.. (' .- \,!,I"! (f-/,) I .po~·'.;)tv~····' ··. fl d+u \."''' 11. \vhereve; ~"'Ctr.::de < nd desirable,. the lt~le'A \~···· .. "·'v •·· ·J 

either·interviewed o: deposed these persons or 

subpoenaed them to g: ve testimony before Committee 

members. 

The governmen· sources \vhere the HS~ Cc .. , ... ~tf.:J:.c.; 
requested and review• :d material were: 

1. Central Intellig• ·nee Agency 

2. Federal Bureau o' Investigation 

3. Drug Enforcement Agency 

4. Department of De :ense 

5. Department of Sttte 

6. Department of Al :ohol, Tobacco and Firearms 

7. united States Cu ;toms .. Service 

8 •. Immigration and ~aturalization.Service 
.. ;::·-

9. United States Se 1ate Committee on Inteliigence· 

10. United States Se;ret Service 

11. Chicago Crime Co nmission · 

12. Chicago Police D~partment 

13. New York Police Jepartment 

14~ Public Safety De?artment, Organized Crime 
Bureau, Dade Couaty, Florida 

15. Cuban Government 
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j 

.. - -.r. ; ... 

{f:;l} In the 

~ 
majori :y of instances, revie\v 

of~ material at t1ese sources and 
-K'-'- .. 
~ statements 

from individ~als wer~ not pertinent to any 

assassination plots 1gainst Castro, parti~ularly 
. ~~ . 

the CIA-Organized CrLme ~the AMLASH operations. 

Further, 9\il~most ~~ :elevant information acquired 

was already known th :ough the sse ·investigation 
I6-R Oft\& TF'.R • 

and the CIA :Hl~S':e~ ~- fii!!fjp-~. For this 

reason,the_;oll~wing analysis 
It""/ ~-~-­

ev•d~ 
represents con~~kGnS 

principally derived :rom information substantively 

the same as that whi ;h the sse and CIA ,pr;;i·~~~-;;-J. 
. ··-·····-···-····-- -~·-·-· ·- .. ~---·····c;:.::::.,~ti]:.L~----------.--

considered~ Consequ ~ntly, the ~ investigation. 
·.· ~AtHU'iL. ·. 

resulted in addition1l~corroporation of this informa­
~-

tion from a diversitt of sources./09 -~ 

tE:I--be.....d-l:'-a~J.:.le- ~~rn:r.--
B. :r s.sues ltert'O!i"'!''4:R ~ "'fhe 

AMLASH Operation 



\ 

\. 
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/~ 

that the AMLASH oper 1tion w.as not designed to be 

an assassination plo:.~ As already indicated, 
Tl- [-<,_ 

the 1:997 !C!l:K conclud!d that AMLASH had "no factual 

basis for leaking or reporting any actual CIA plot 

directed against Cas :ro" during President Kennedy's 

(b4) Joseph Langos :h, the Chief of Counterintel~igence 
for the CIA's Specia_ Affairs Staff.in 1963, the 

component responsibl ! for CIA operations directed 

against the Governnie1t of Cuba and the Cuban Intelligence 

Services, offereda :ontrasting view to the teptimony 
TI-~- ;11-&.~ 

of Mr. Helms and the assertions of the 1977 I~ 

Desmond Fitzgerald h ~aded the Special Affairs Staff I I>.­-tW . . ~·'1"7_":' 

~was responsibl~ for the AMLASH operation. 

In an affidavit to t1e Committee, Longosch recalled: 

·.~i~~"~~~~~l!lil:l!llim.'l!lli~\li'Hi'miil~m:~~~~-~~._,m .• ..., 



/'r/he AMLASH >peration prior to the 
assassination of President Kennedy was 
characterized by the Special Affairs· 
staff, Desmonl Fitzgerald (sic) and other 
senior CIA of:icers as an assassination 
operation ini:iated and sponsored by the 
CIA~~ · 

_·qf Langosch<""turther\_:~ )ll_e:_:~ that as of 1962 ·it was 

highly possible that the Cuban Intelligence Services 

were aware of AMLASH and his association with :the 

CIA·and that the inf)rmation upon which he based his 

conclusion that the ~ASH operation was insecure 

was available to senLor level CIA officials, including 
-x t&£-1/G. 

Desmond FitzGerald. ! ~ >- · 
In response t) Langosch's sworn statements, 

this Committee recei;ed the affidavit of Kent (CIA 
· · 0... .fc >to, e.,- GJ:A e'""plo'le.:.. 

pseudonym) L. Pol·loc <1. £ • Pollock "served 

as Executive Officer for Desmond FitzGerald during 

the entire period in which he was Chief ·of the Special 

Affairs Staff ... and discussed with him the AMLASH 
111 

operation ai it progressed. Pollock specifically 

.contested the assertLons of Langosch stating: 

To the best oE my knowledge, Mr. 
FitzGerald cc .1sidered the AMLASH 
operation to Je_ a political action 



((//). iy He 

activity with the objectio f 
. organizing a rroup under ~ AML-AS~I/ I 
to overthrow :astra and the 
Castro regime by means of a 
coup d' etat. I heard Mr. 
FitzGerald di ;cuss the AMLASH 

·operation freruently, and never 
he~rd him cha·acterize it as · 
an assassinat.on operation. Mr. 
FitzGerald st1ted within my hearing 
on several oc:asions his awareness that 
coup d'etat o:ten involves loss of 
life .. ~ llg 

. . I) 
also stated: 

Desmond FitzG~rald did not characterize 
the AMLASH op!ration as an 'assassination 
operation'; t1e case officer did not: I, 
as Executive )fficer did not, never discussed 
any aspect of the AMLASH operation with Joseph 
H. Longosch; :he Deputy Chief, the other· 
branch chiefs and the special assistants 
could not hav! so characterized it .since 

:. they did not mow about the pe·n (the pen 
~as specially filled with a hypodermic . 
syringe in re>ponse to urgings by AMLASH 
for a means t) start the coup by killing 
Castro.) The case officer offered the pen-".' 

·to AMLASH on :he day of President Kennedy's 
death. · Ar-ILA.S f rejected the pen with 
disdain.-~ 

/l;l 

. :_} 
··. 
' _) 

·. -=··-. .-i: 



nJl r ....• ' 
v~·CJ·l...l..''--' ,. 

, . 

In his intervi.ew with .the. Com~ittee, Premier 

Castro. set forth sorr, ~ reasons StJ.f!•fSO£ ti!Hi!if"" 

~-the reasoning i~"\ 
s pe,....su.o..s i V"C • 

statements I\ Castro ;aid in part: 

That was insa:1e. From the ideological \ 
point of view it was insane. Arid from \ 
the political point of view, it was a \ 
t-remendous in5anity. I am going to tell \ 
you here that nobody, nobody ever had the \ 
idea of such things. What would it do? \ 
We just tried to defend our .folks here, \ 
within our ter-ri tory.. Anyone who subscribed j · 
to that idea ~ould have been judged insane... I 
absolutely· si :::k. Never, in twenty years of / 
revolution, I never heard anyone suggest nor ! 
even speculat~ about a measure of that sort, .I 
because who c ::mld think of the idea of / 

/ 



?0 
-· .:.; 1-' 

organizing th! death of the President of 
the United St ttes. That \·10uld have been 
the most· perf !Ct pretext for the United 
States to iri.v ~de our country which is what 
I have tried :o prevent for all these 
years, in .eve ·y possible sense. Since the 
United States is much more powerful than 
we are, what :o.uld we gain from a war 
with the Unit·!d States? The United States 
would lose no :hing. The destru.ction would 
have been her'. I:Z.o 

('76) Castro also· added: 
'· 

I want to tel _ you that the death of the 
leadet does n>t change the system •. It has 
never done thtt. 1zl 

(7U In this inter•iew Castro also commented on 

the speech of s·eptem 1er 7, 1963
1 
~h has been cited 

throughout the years as an indication that Castro may 

have assassinated Pr~sident Kennedy in retaliation. 

Premier Castro asser:ed: 

So, I. said so 1ething like. those plots 
start to set 1 very bad precedent. A. 
very serious me - that that could become .,c . 

. a boomerang a rainst the authors of those 
actions ... but I did not mean to threaten 
by that. I d.d not mean even that ... not 
in the least ... but rather, like a warning 
that we knew.; that we had news about it; 
and that to s~t those precedents of plotting 
of -other coun:ries would be a very bad 
precedent ... sJmething very negative. And, 
if at present, the same wo.uld happen under 

. ! 



the same circ1mstances, I would have no 
doubt in sayi 1g the same as I said (then) 
because I did 1.' t mean a threat by that. 
I didn't say _t as a threat. I did 
not mean py t1at that we were going to take 
measures - si ,Jilar measures - like a 
retaliation f >r thaL \ve never meant that 
because \lie kn ~w that there were plots. · 
For three yea·s we had known there were 
plots against us. So, the conversation 
came about ve -y casually, you knm"; but 
!.would say t1at all these plots or attempts 
were part of :he everyday life .p .. 'J, 

f,-1"'1:). .·~ ~ . .....!..~~--~~~~-is 
\ t;f'o Some · reas.on.:L.J:). -.-.. 

sp.eculadve-1 may be Jf some. assistance, h;@.@e. It 

does not seem likely that Castro would make a·veiled 
. r~r.'l 

reference to assassi 1atingAAmerican leaders in. 

retaliation. for plot; on his life if he was actually 
a~ · L 

planning~ contempl1ting such acts! Qe·would.want 

to call as little at:ention as possible to himself. 

Rather, it seems Cas:ro was attempting to display 

his public dismay ani knowledge of such atte 

in an effort to prev !nt their .. continuance. 

together with an abs,nce of any evidence implicating 
H .. see'"".> prl)bc,i.blc:.. 

Castro.in the assassLnation, tae Ce~mittee eelieoes 

.. . ·,_ 

.. J 
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//-:;~- ~-~-~.-r..,c·~) .;:;~ -~::~c;;::bcb !A· )\ -i )'\!.\ _..... ~- ....w. 
, 1\ ~~; _/. \,.: __ ,.~!_ . .( h:;: ~"1'.,1 ... ~ c (.,_ i·~:!...-r.c.o_:(- ~ 
i. .. 

\. __ _(:?t> ~C.D L~~~~-~:Ju~~l"~~lCt ~~i~~~~-~ :.::~·~:~~--~~ C~t:.-/~~~;--
··----- that this incident, \ hile displaying Ca~t:~~ s ) · 

·displeasure at Ameri' an activi_ties, doe~_ 

implicate castro in 1he assassination. 

(1!-f,l T..fle-C~ ~ol.ie"es "'!here are additional 

reasons to discount <ny.involvement of· Castro ln 

the assassination wh: ch are also compelling. ~ 

C~%~~ei~~1rhes~ reasons, while persuasive, 
a_jc.o . ~_.Q~~ . 

are ~ necessaril: · speetrl:a-t-l:'lfe""; ·. 

· (iJ~) First,_ Willia11 Atwood, Special Advisor to the 

United States Delega .ion to the United ·Nations, was 

involved in diplomat.c efforts to establish a frame-
' ll~ / 

work for detente dur.ng the fall of 1963. Atwood j 
. - . - . 

told the SCC that r-1c ;eorge Berndy, an advisor to President 

Kennedy, told him thtt President Kennedy was in favor 

of "pushing· towards m opening toward Cuba" to take 

Castro· "out of· the s Jviet fold and perhaps wiping "'hut 
ll~ 

the Bay -of Pigs and naybe getting back to normal." 
. 

Atwood also arranged for -a French journalist, Jean 

Daniel to meet with <ennedy pripr to a scheduled 
12-) 

trip by Daniel to se~ Castro. Daniel·and Kennedy 

·, i ·. 
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) 

L 1-" 
" 

di.scussed the prospe :ts for reestablishing 

United States-Cuba relations and Kennedy asked 
!lb 

Daniel to see him af:er visiting Castro. 
fi l'\ It- so,..,.,.."-4 ..£ .k~~ 
\'lo; ~s-.:;~~~ ~ that such efforts 

to establish a peace:ul 'coexistence betwe~n the. 

United States.and CuJa would have hampered any 

desire by Castro to 1ssassinate Kennedy. . -t·k{ 

('
,.,
1

1\ i ...._ < AJ>-·-e,::."-'"-·)'J +~>c tUJ.:::.tv-tJ:.,_.: _ 6(} 
1 '1 Second, tha-C ;J.ffil!ll.tt.ee L·larlsg be.J.-.i:ev~ 

1 
, ; , 

. i+ c.t~•J il~< or~~~'·~".,.,.~":." 
~ leaders of the United States,~President ' 

Kennedy supported a. Less hostile a'ttitude and positiori 

toward Cuba. Even if Castro felt the relations bet\.;een 

Cuba . and the United >tates were bad under 'the Kennedy 

Presidency, there wece legitimate reasons·to suspect they 

( .... ~\ 1 1fJJ , ., 

would have been wors~ under any other administration. 

) 

~~; ·~/ssuming that ~LAS! was :not an assas·sination 

plot.during the life of PrEsident Kennedy and that 

. Castro unco_Le;ed
1 
it

1
s existe n,ce and scope, ~ 

. . i . 1 ~ .,..n,u: •L·•) ~.o., 1-.J;} :,(..~ 

~~that Castto ~ould ~ have been provoked 

in a manner sufficient to induce assassinating 

Presid~nt Kennedi in retaliation. 
F~..~..~ 

.. , 1at.ssuming that AMLASH \\las an assassination 

plot during the life of Pre;ident Kennedy and that 

Ca_sftro uncoyered i_~;>, ~xiste 1ce and scope, tJ'I~ 
1 IS Sf/// lJ.''''·''~I'S'Y.v\· · . · 
~sflthat ea;gtro: •ould ~ have resorted to 

assassinating the President of the United states in 

retaliation. 
r-

I 

I 
I 

.... --; . vr:J.l:J~" . - ····~- -- ··----
~. ·&cr·rn.::: .. p .. o .f. 5(A..;'>' ~,..,.,.« .... ~!" 

Thus, with the ~respects of renewed diplomatic 

relations in the air a~J the knowledge that Kennedy 

possessed a more favorcble attitude toward Cuba than 

other military or political leaders, Castro would have 

NW 47055 Docid:32273547 Page 51 



had every. reason to 1 :ope that Kennedy maintained 

the Presidency. Fur :her, ~~ 
t"lOt . 

~~e th~ elimiria :ing Kennedy would~necessarily 

have favorably alter· 'd the United States' operations 

and ties toward Cuba 
. if ~v~ no-1- A-1..0\-

In addition, t~--~~~3;;~e 
p;wbable. -1-N:vi 
dees=wat-9e~~ve Cas .ro would have assassinated 

.President Kennedy be :ause such an act, if discovered, 

would have afforded .he United States the excuse to 

destroy Cuba. The r _sk would not have been worth 

it. 

~a-~~a· s;;c;::;;;c_rilii* ~l!!!!l!bm ;=t;Q -:The CIA-Organized 
Crime Plots 

1. Scope and Na:ure of_Plots ~~ 

a)· Ros~lli K towled e of CIA Sponsorship 
. -n...; ~ Lk (:;..:..,i 
James O'C ~ nformed the Committee 

that Maheu told Rose .li he repre-sented an international 
. -. . ~ l"a."=> 

group of clients who had vested interest in Cuba. 

Roselli, howeve·r·; te ;tified to the SSC that l>1aheu 
·-fl,..,_~~ 

told him from the be rinning that ~10 m .. ;J;l was with - ';( : .,__ ....... 
-1-H.-

. -. the CIA. 1'2- '1 Maheu c mfirmed this· account to the sse. · 
' . . . . . 

_Maheu also stated in a deposition to the Committee that 
·_ . ·. . . . : .. it.a~c..\....U.6 . 

Giancana knew at the time that e•c nmmn1 was with the --CIA. 1 ~~ Further, Trtfficante testified to the 

,&•: 
-. '! 

-. -.. •; 
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Committee that Rosel.i informed him that he, l;:,o 

· Roselli, was operati. •g as an agent of ·the CIA. 

(80 The weight of the evidence indicates that 

Roselli, and thus Gi.mcana and Trafficante, knew 

the CIA was behind ·t:,e· assassination ptots at an 

early stage. This D•c6gnition of CIA initiation 

is important:-~l!§a it shows th-at Giancana and 

Trafficante and .thus organized crime knowingly 

became involved. with the CIA. 

b) Disco· 'ery of True Identities 

(~ ~) Rosel .i art:anged for the entrance of 

Giancana and Traffic.mte into the plots and introduced 
. -tk ~ . ·. ""+!'it- ~ 

them to Oi' I -~ a "Sam Gold~' and "Joe." l3l 

conte.nds he .l~arned :he true identities of these 

1 

persons a few months after the operation was in progress 

when he and Maheu sa• 1 an article in one of the Sunday 
~ 

sections of the Miam. newspaper. 1)~J This article 

supposedly pertained to ~fganized crime in the United 

States and contained pictures of top hoodlums, including 
.·:·~ 

Same Giancana and Sa tto Trafficante. 1·3"1, · In the 

~ 



'I(-·. 

*-'- ~1-fcJ ci '-o 
~ .IGR 0' CoumoN s :ated that the article 

<M"'1 
came from the Parade magazine ! ;, •I in the Miami Times. 

Maheu also contends :hat he did not know the true. 

identities of Sam Go.d and Joe until this article 

~ ''" 4 ,c,.~ ~ appeared. 1y; 0' @eft!'!· !':P.l. also stated that this incident 

occurred .after the "·1e were up to -our ears" in the· 

operations and conse• [Uently ·the CIA decided to 
~ 

progress forward. l}b 

_ ~3) The sse condu· :ted a search of supplements 

to all· Miami newspap• 'rs for the requesi te time 
. . ._ . ""M'& 

period and could not locate any such-article.l37 
' . . . . . . . 

The Coriuni ttee con seq· tently. searched Parade magazine 

for the fall of 1960 all of 1961, and all ofl~62, 

the years which· spam,ed the entire ·operation.· The 

Committee lear~e~lf~·\;,:,1~~ ~~~~~lfvu~l, 1962, Parade 

published an article entitled, '~government's 

crackdown on orgarii z( ·d ,lrime," wri tteri ·by Jack 

Anderson, which cant< i:~ a listing of the top ten 

hoodlums in the coun' ry as well as several photographs 

of.inobsters; includiJ.g Santo Tr~fficante. \:1 The 

a~ticle focuseJ on ~-e· efforts of Attorney G~neral · 

.. ·; 

.··, 



Robert Kennedy's ca1paign against organized 

crime and mentio~ 10th Giancana and Trafficante. 

Although thi~ Parade article appears 
t!t . Sc...;>r-cJ- e.,l~l/J . - . 

to Correspond with·J'S 11 and Maheu's description, 

it is over one year past the beginning months of the 

operation. Indeed; it occurs nine months after the 

completion of Phase I of the plots. Additionally, 

neither the SSC nor the Co~ittee has discovered 

any other article p· 'rtaining to organized crime in 

Parade magazine or :he supplements of any Miami 

newspaper for the a .leged time period. · _,1 
.v...._ ~ '-"f'f'C'-1-~ ~ .Jet[;~ vl.o.-lrz.u= 

. It appears oJ.. 21 1 l and Maheu are 1~ in 

an attempt to lci~k :or an ·~~ post fa~to reason fb;--
. . - -- --- '-.-· 

·continuing the operttion after the introduction of 

two of the top orga 1ized crime figures in the United 

States. Implicit i 1 their contention is that while 

the CIA wished to s >licit criminal sourcei to 

assassinate Castro, it would not knowingly have 

recruited any figur~s from the top-ech 
~.. -i:kL· 

organized crime. 131 Additionally, 



statement .that_ "we 1·ere up to our ears i·n it"-is 

even more difficult to fathom since according to the 

~ IGR _the operat: on was in its embryonic st"age 

in the fall of 1960 arid no pills were. even delivered 

until app~oximately February or March of 1961. 1 
~ Without addit: onal support, the ~I::~ 

does aQt. heliov~- contentions of Maheu and -tJ.u_. )~ 
~ -

E);j eum=H~ ~Jof.. be-l \e. Vo.,V~\e. , 
F W1 ... tl..v'<) -

(gl:.) 1\ Thj$ CIA plot to assassinate Castro was 

necessarily a highl~ volatile and secret operation. 

Once Roselli introd1.ct¥d additional contacts into the 

scene it is not log: cal that the CIA would have -­neglected to verify the identities of such principal-s·:-·· . 
- '--

On the contrary, it is more believable and more 

probable that the c: A ascertained the true identities 

of "Sam Gold" and ", oe" at an early stage and 

conscious~;gres: ed forward i~ the operation, 

confident that thes( two persons,-in the words 

attributed to Colon( -1 Sheffield Edwards, were 
-~ 

individuals "tough ( nough" to handle the job. ~~0 _ · 

~ .. . . ' 

-; 



c) Roles of •rincipals. 

t) Phase One 

(r~colon ·1 Sheffield Edwards assigned 
bla-~o......"~b· 

O'e:at ~Fi the task >f finding someone to. assassinate 
-..;.,.~ ~ 

Castro. l"'ll ~~-=O:!:eo!-ilie-±1 both decided to 

utilize Maheu as so~eone to recruit persons to 
.. _- ~ n~~~....t~ 

effectuate the oper ltion.l'-1.)... O"'E .titer± also 

described his role 1s the liaison to the CIA and 

confirmed that all ~eports or information would 
~ 

proceed through him to the 
-'dJJ..~~ 

Agency.~~} In addition, 

G'e=~~-fi said he a:ted as a "babysitter" to RoselliS· 
he c::od 

with him to occupy his time to ~·remain~ 

insure that 

(c?J There 

~ 
Roselli was fulfflling his role. J "l·'f 

is a di>crepancy over _who suggested 
-~ 

Roselli for the ope ration ,!.,IJ- but in any event, 

he was recruited be:::ause he had connections with 
~ 

persons who could h mdle the assignment. /!.fl.. 

_ (8'i) Conflict ari-s :;:,s. ov~r the role _of Giancana. 

Roselli informed th: sse that Giancana was only a 
~-

"back-up" man·. I It 7 I-E sl:iei:H:d · ee :Rete a tl:la.&. Giancana 

was murdered four c :tys before Ros_elli made this 

statement. Mahue, however, described Giancana 



as having a key rolE and characterized his· job 

·as "to locate somem e in Castro's entourage who 
~ 

could accomplish th1. assassination." 1<16 Joseph 

Shimon, a close fri! nd :of Roselli \vho had knowledge 

of the plots at the time, stated that Roselli contacted 
·.~ 

Giancana to pr·ovide Cuban contacts /'if Shimon further 

characterized Gianc. ,na as only providing contacts, 

specifically Santo · 'rafficante, and not as an active 
-$lii- I S"t:J 

participant. 

(qo) The most soun ! analysis is ~~t~_iancana €ei..i:J 

served ~as ;- pe-;;;;~ {oselli could approach who could 

then make the neces;ary contact into the Cuban domain, 
. . 

specifically santo :rafficante. Roselli, who ·.FBI 

files indicate repr ~sented Giancana·· s interest -in 
· · . · . · PtDt"c.kl\ . 

Las Vegas and_was s1bordinat~ to him, would4not Y 
directly contact th ~ organized crime boss of the .. "tuban 

and Southern Florid i area without first ··.contacting 

his ~uperior, Gianctna, who would then make any 

·: n·ecesaary arrangeme :1ts. Both Giancana and Trafficante, 

being bosses of twc organized crime domains, would 

have. the means, pov; ~" -~ •. find stature to arrange. for 
( 1111 . . .... 

the_assassination./ fter contacting Trafficante, 



~')f.-.; ~~-

who h'a"ii'e the influe tee to recruit the neces<::. 

personnel to~~ perform the assassinat 

Giancana probably \v tS not an active partici::· 

the process of poi~1ning pills or actually _ 
-<'E e.- I 5" I 

the assassination . 

.(C!)-) The role of T ·afficante, the only liv::. 

major organized cri te·figure involved in th(;, 

is a major source o: conflict. The ~ .. IG\ 1.; 

several references :o T.raf_ficante wJ'lich ·cha•.. ~:· ·. 

his function. In d .scussing how poison piL · i 
. \ 

be given to Castro, it states that "Traffic<\, :."-. 
. . . I •\'\ 

the courier' ) was i 1 touch with a disaffect<~. · 
. . . . . . \ 

. . l 
official with acces; to Castro and presumab},, 

.. ~\ 
wort that would enaJle him to surreptitious~· 
.. - -~. . . ·. .. · .. -·\· 
Castr."l :J.J-. Later t 1e report states that "Rc ' 

passed the pil~s to Trafficantei" and that ··- ~ · 
S-p~~ . 

reported t ~ at the ills had bes. ~-
[tk C...hun oH;< ~ F fu o{(,u.<lL -'· 
to ~in Cuba." IS- 3 After ~lost his p,c._ 

in the Cuban governnent and could 
:r;(:rR.. . 

pills, the -._says ~'Roselli to 

Trafficante knew of a man 

movement who might lO the 

~ ....... -. 

:·:-

''-' -.: ··.· 

----::--;:·-~·-. 

.· . 

---



I •. l .. .:...-·,, · r .. - A-'·-1· • 

0.. (c.(:i . .t.f....'v~·..,;/\; V 0 ;5S 
·Ji:-:P.l' 

him as (Rcvtemis. ae Jl.! :..J;.POa-9 The following 

·passage further con irms Traffican;:e's ole: 
. . [:;-~ ... ; ~ C.L \:, 

Trafficante aJ •proached Ver~ and 
told him that he had clients who wanted 
to do away wi· .h Castro and that they wou!.<!., . \~u.\J.:~.~;! 
pay big. money for the job. ~-e&a~-n;-··-L "'"' :A 
reported to h. tVe been very rece.ptive, since 
it would mean that he would be able to buy 
his own sh~ arms and communications 
equipment. 1)"" . · . . .. · 

(0 3) · Trafficante b ,stified in public to the Committee 

that Roselli asked :tim to as an ·interpreter 1 ;;.- '7 
~ 

between the America. t operations and the Cuban contacts. 

Trafficante denied . tandling or carrying any poison pills 
1 'D ~ .' .. ~ Cu.boA.ei;~·.j tS1 

used in the operati· m, denied recruiting . 
t\..a ~ Q~\( I ·L· ,·c;D ~~ . . 

and denied recrui ti ;g-.~ In his Senate tes·timony, 

Roselli confirmed T ·afficant Is role as tha.t of a trans-
/&/ 

lator. . . . . 
{, ,.\ T!·~ \...p\v.;·.\ (\ .... ...-.' , . . · · . · · · ·. {.fi.J ~ Gonne u, ho· 1ever, informed the Committee ··:that 

Trafficante was· the person in contact with Cubans in 
-~ 

Havana./~~.Giancana partially confirmed this in the ~ 
' . . . 

IGR by identifying roe as. a man "who ·would serve as L · 
. . . . ~.rb3 

a co~rie:r: :.to. C.uba a 1d make arrangementsi.~there •. 
1!' ...... S"·'\"1 P"' ·- dJ-r.,.l;- 1 . . 
O'CsR~l also confLrmed that he was the only_CIA 

conduit and that if the~ IGR states Traffican.te · 

~~ t .· "' . 6~-; . ~ : . 'r:- ~< .· .. _e:\ -·v +~ Le....vl.'-"" •(;···';\ {,(' ~{1,, r) , .. A.c~l.-u ....... , •. -~1·'-V .. :o_ .. ·<_ .· 
J J. .. 'ifJ --....,_ . U ) d' .,.- I . \~ . · / ·. . · ·- .~, • 

· · ).. l>J::_{ .,, .. · U.A.U'I to .<J]"J, 1£'- ltoofc:-~ -<rur:;ii.-•· .. (,r·.l- ···-. . a,~> .. !,f ~ -~,~~j)A/7::-~ -~ ·~:xJU · - . . .. 
t"' -" ""- - ~ · . t · . " I . · · 



" · .. 

i . .;t ... ·· 

contacted or procu1ad the assassin then it 

~ccurate1y reflectE the information the 
·~ 

CIA r~ceived./64 

( q~) n----J.-s-±nte~ ti~ ~e 1975 and 1978 ,. 

Congressional testi many of. Roselli and T-rafficante 

cprroborate each other1but remain contrary to how 

the principals repcrted the f~cts in 1967. The 
. . 

evidence lst-rbng"iyl.J n5;L:hc;_ates) that Traf fie ante was not 
. --~-· . . . 

merely an interpreter but an active participant in 

passing the poison pills and in recruiting the 

potential assassinE. This is important in dramatizing 

the deep involvernert of organized crime with the CIA 

in these plots. Ora can understand why Trafficante 

today wishes to do\\ nplay his ·role; the facts,· however; 
ev~-~~ 

simply do not suppc r-t his assertions. ·.The ~ 
-H-.. e · 
~ICR,· 

testimony from Anbeffi-o 

is not aware of any 

CIA assassination flats to kill Castro and denied 
. J(pS' 1-k-

involvement in their operations. ~ a is obviously 
~~.o1 lel/;'::l.~-lau!L 
lyi!'l§'. ~ 

------::;l'lt ,, .. 
__.....---·~cution for pel: 'JilrY/'if possible 1 \'lould 

d , A-~V \ ve_ !fJ 
/I\ '\..Vol .tee. inves ti g ati:r.;;l:n.. '6/'"'· t ~ . . . {II · .:------.;__-----

. --------~ . 
.... .... ____ ---·-··-----------~-----:----· -----

·.' ~-- ·. -.: ::·~---.:-:-:~ r·~-·"e:'"~-:~~-: --
- .. -· ·; 

HW 470!1!1 Doc I d.: 32273!141 Page 61 
-. -~· ... ~--. 



2} Phase Two 

~ . r~ ~.I ~~l) In Ph .st Two William·Harvey·assumed 
~~·~ . ~~ 

o-'-e®e., 1 1! s role .1.,._, Giancana and Trafficante .were 
~ 

no longer involved . n the operation . .JC,'/ The 

IGR states that Ros• :lli remained as .a prominent 

figure and worked "• lirectly with the Cuban exile ,
01 

~1/.:.V 
community and direc .ly on behalf .of. the CIA." 

(q~) Although the 

f:. ' 

n:Hi'(~-
GR does ~vt.that Trafficante 

~ . 
was not involved in Phase Ir,l!:'ilit contains this 

caution: 

Trafficante w. tS one of the principals 
in Shef Edwar• Is Phase One of the operation. 
He presumably was not involved in Phase Two 
under Harvey, but we cann.ot be sure of that. 

. · . le.u.!O'I"] After all, Tr. ,fficante was the man who brought 
[..f.k Cu.Joc;,... ~de"- .o;.,--'\le~a;,~ into tl!e operation ·la~e ·in Phase Om~, 

an + nu'la wa:: one of the ma~n play~rs dur1.ng 
Phase .Two .110 

is reasonable to assume that Roselli at least •:(ept 

both Giancana and T ·afficante informed of the 

operation's progres.:. 

d) Delivery·, •f the Pills 

q {I)) Neither . t: te ~ IGR or the SSC pinpoints 
. ~ s "'f f'O'l + c..k.u.() 

the date on which a €1:tiieM delivered·the pills 

to Roselli during p·,ase One of the plots. The chain 

of custody, as alre tdy mentioned, was for Roselli 

to deliver the pill: to Trafficante. The subsequent 

_.:-::· 



... ----------------...._ 
'\ 
i 

/ 
/ 

./ 

steps remain a mystery but Roselli reported tot'~ 
~ ~!Co~ 11 that _the J ills had been delivered to 17/ 

-tL.. Cu...l:l£u. c~{.t;<ll.. ~ 
~in Cuba ·in: 1atl February or early March, ·1961. 

vo I) Joseph Shimon informed the Committee that he 

and r.1aheu travelled together to Miami to the 

Fontainbleu in f.ilarcl , . 1961, to \V'itness 'the Patterson~ 
-1-4.9 

_Johansson fight. 11)' Once there Maheu informed him 
~ 

of the plot to assa! sinate Castro. 113 ·Shimon also 

says that during th: s trip he attended a meeting 

where a poisonous l:quid to be ~sed in th~ assas•ination 
'i-5-l tT-f 

was passed. 

4D}J Shimon is pro! ably the source for Jack Anderson's 

column of January 1~ , 1971, which· fixes the date of the 

passage of the pois< •n at the Fontainbleu as March 13, 

1961. 

{~t;3) 
'-· 

In any event, it appears eertaiH that the CIA 

did not pass any pi. ls, poison, or assassination 

weapons before Febr 1ary of 1961. The fall segment· 

of the plots only c"nstituted. a planning stage; no· 

one 
I 

v 
undertook 

J:l 15 

R . .(.,.:.t:,Q,."'-t \ 1.-tt, ...... n " 

any ·OJ •erational activities. · 

• _·_.! ·--~~~--~ •• ~oril~---~~lj~-~ 
llflTE'!~r"'"" -.~ .. -

I also understand that 1h~re was a question of poi~on 

which wexe supposed to be transported to Havana. 

was ne~er any evidence they uere transp~rted there or 

the United States. There was never any evidence 
. . . 

. . . 
. - . . 

tha~ this plot e~er left the Florida rnainland.·and if it was 

2881 indeed an assassination plot, it was misadvertised to m~ 

2882 It because I had understood it ~as an effort to see if· a 

il 
2883 ~!connection could. be made bet:.:?.en the Mafia in Florida.and 

.· !I 
.I 

2864 r the Ma:fia in Hav:anac ·As to t:te best· o."£ .rny .knowledge, ·the 

:..-...... _____ ), . .· !i-G·d . a 
. ?.88""51 connecti.on~e~ ... ii;:.;~.:m,~~':.:.: :.: 

'7055 Doci~:;!I227:J.:i47 ·f:iiMGQ. · .•. ·~--~ :,,._.-•. ~,-,., 
-·-·--· -·-·-----~---·· .......... -- ... --1M~. 
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e) . Location ',f Trafficante 

(t65) To supper the description of Trafficante 

as a courier, the g;-~;p IGR states that •;tA/t that time 

the gambling casino: _were still operating in Cuba, 

and Trafficante was making regular trips between 
~176 

and Havana on syndicate business." 

The Committee has obtained some evidence 

indicates tha Trafficante was not travelling 

to Cuba during this period. No records available to 

the Committee from NS, State Department, or·the FBI 

reflect any travels after February, 1960. During this 

tfme, the FBI maint tined physical surveillance on 

Trafficante.l ·Tra 'ficante testified before the 

Committee that he o.tly made two trips to Cuba after 
· CuM, 

his releas·e from th·: Trescornia"prison1 in August,· 1959, 

and that these trip; occurred within two to three 

months -of this rele tse. Additionally, considering 

Trafficante' s reput· :d top position in the La Cosa 

. Nostra, it seems· .mo :e reasonable that Trafficante would 

send a representati re to Cuba to conduct any· business 

·rather than risk be.ng detained by Castro again. 



.. -Qo1) If Trafficanb · was actually travell~;,g 
between Miami and H ,vana, the implications are 

interestin~. He wa; either willing to risk being 

detained again or h.td acquired assurances from the 

.Cuban government re• rarding his safety. In any 

event1the presence ,,f Trafficante during the fall 

of 1960 in Cuba rai::es the possib'ility of a rnol"0 
Ct::>ope.n:.~.+ive-
~-- relationship between himself and. the Cuban 

government. than \Pre •ioilslY\.1>..§!1._~,._y~/. Such a 

relationship during the period when Trafficante 

was scheming -to ass.tssinate_ Castro invites the theory· 

that Trafficante wa.; possibly informing the Cuban 

government of activ.ties in the Miami area in 

general. and of the :>lots in particular. , 

for such informatio. t, Trafficante could 
- . ·' ' . 

lost gambling opera :ions as well as support and a . 

Cuban sanctuary for the smuggling of contraband 

the United sta :es. 
~;..- (t.A..A.-

enormous ramifications 

J; such a theory has not received -
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any information or !Vidence· in this regard .. · In 

aqdition, the avail tble evidence indicates 

· Traffic~nte was not travelling between Miami and 
-1 f. /s · (e c....o 5:1n ·, oz. cJl . 

Havana although ~ ~itt-e&--.reee~e:i" that 

Trafficante could mtke such trips and not disrupt 

his normal routine .n ~liami and Tampa, thus possibly 

undermining the eff. ,ct of any surveillance. 

f) Verona's 0 :her Contacts 

(t {f1) As previously related, the FBI forwarded 
.. ~! 

to the CIA a memora: tdum 9!Q 21 ne·cember 1960 revealing 

that U. S. racketer :s were making efforts to finance 

anti-Castro activit .es and subsequently forwarded 
. . . tJ . . -ua1- . 

· another memorandum· m 18 January 1961 ~ associated 
~~-~~ ~-179. I ·. 

1\ Vel!'eaa with those s .:hemes. 

(po)· Othe~ sources w~re al~~ providing assistance to 

Verona to conduct a• 1ti-Castro operations·. At the time 

of his introduction into the CIA-Organized.crime 
Cu. \;Ia."' Eo",.. \C.,. icc.~.,..- W ns OL(...-\- i 1.t ; AI 

plots, the CL'\ mail· ~diR'3 uentil'la thl!'ett§R tfle 

-
Revolutionary Democ:atic Front and the Cuban Revolutionary 

~fu~:..r...~ 
Council.;, 80 'ie:s:e:aa informed the_ Committee that the 

purpose of the coun:il stemmed from an agreement with 
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· any information or e' ·idence in this regard.. In 

addition, the availal•le evidence indicates 

Trafficante was not :ravelling between Miami and 
; +- ·s rec ... o :0''' ?. e,p · . 

·Havana although ~~rdt±ee reeegrtj;ze:i that 

Trafficante could ma:e such trips and not disrupt 

his normal routine i1 Miami and Tampa, thus possibly 

undermining the effe·::t of any surveillance. 

f) Verona's ot~er Contacts 

As previously related, the FBI forward~d 
~ 

to the CIA a memorardum SA 21 December 1960 revealing 

that U. s. racketer1s were making efforts to finance 

anti-Castro activitces and subsequently forwarded 
,;._~ -Uo1- . 

another memorandum ~~ 18 January 1961 ~ associated 
~~·~)u..J.J.A... ~ 179 

1\ Verel'l:a with those s• 'heroes. 

(p6) Other sources were also providing assistance to -· 

Verona to conduct a11ti-castro operations~ At the time 

of his introduction into the CIA-Organized.crime 
Cu,IJO.."l e·,... \(.. lc:c.-<Oie..- w 1\S AC::...-\ 1,,-c.. ;;.~ 

plots, the CIA ua:! · ~eiR~ HaJi'iUta elotrsttlj'R: tR:'e 

Revolutionary Democratic Front and the Cuban Revolutionary 
~ Ra.~tt,.~. 

Council.J. 80 Va e informed the Committee that the 

purpose of the cour.cil stemmed from an agreement with 
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the American goverm1ent. to invade Cuba and ;JJ/ 
. -~ 

establish democrati·' control of the island . 
. 4-N. Cu.\JQ.II\) ..uJ..tL J~ 

(r u) Adding to the support for 'Ze!'e it :II'" \<lere the 

promotional efforts of Dina and Eddie Cellini who 

reportedly were_ \>'or: .ing through a Washington, D.C. 

public relations fi ·m; Edward K. Moss and Associates. 
t-Ie.~ 

Moss had· previous C A association-s. was supposedly 

acting as a conduit for funds supplied by the Cellini 

brothers with the u: tdersta.nding that this group twuld 

receive privileged .reatment in the·Cuba of the 
"'i!!ii!t I '8 ,;u .. 

future. · 
"*''-~"" .wl.r.. ~ G 0·) In his _ testim• n1y before th·e Commit ~a.· 

also described a me• :ting. 

Meyer Lansky in Lan: :ky' s .home in Miami in· the summer 

of 1960. ~~ Lansky·.:aid he had business interests·~··in 

Cuba and wanted to : telp the Cubans fight Castro, 

destroy Castro; and try _and establish a democratic 
. . . "1::@3/ ?'Y 

government. . · . 

Qt3) The logical i tference to be drawn from this 

is that the CIA, ;Pf ranized~ime, and other persons 

·interested in remov.ng the Castro regime all settled 



! J.·· 

i ' 
' ·. 

-t\\e Lee~ ~ J..u.. ~u-..-
1\ . 

upon del!o e: HI., prob .. bly independently, as a person 

who had the potenti. .1 of uniting the multi tude of 

exile groups to -ove:·throw Castro. Additionally, "ttu. 
~~!;. 

VC??"EB a' :s reported c'• •ntacts 11li th Organized crime· 

raises the possibil. ty that he was involved with 

them in a plot. to k. 11 Castro before the. evolution 

of .the CIA-organize< crime plots .. If this t11as the 
-t{.,_ 

case, then Traffica1 te's recruitment of the 

CIA operation would result in providing official U.S. 

sanction to an alre< dy existing independent operation. 

The CIA recognized 1his in stating>·~ is possible 

·~ ~ )..ap../b.A. 
that~ already was involved in independent . 

operations with the criminal syndicate when first 

approached prior to the Bay of Pigs in March 1961 

!. ·'J.~) ,· 
;.~J~~~-/ : 

·_ . . \, to carry. out the _Ca: tro 
' ~ 

Assassination./ !S. 

g) Introduct:on of "Joe"· arid "Gold" and 
·Related E· ·ents 

~~~~) The timin• of the introduction of Giancana 

("Gold").and Traffi.:ante ("Joe") is important to the 

analysis of the" trw· role of organized crime in the 

,Castro assassinatio1. plots. ··This 'introduction, . 



,...----~ . 
together with other related events., lfurthe~-~-£9:9-~!?.ts..i 

the thesis that the CIA found itself involved in 

providing additiona. resources for independent 

operation that the :yndicate already had commenced. 

I ) . ~115 According to .he l.~ IGR, the entrance of 

·Giancana and Rosell occurred during the week of 
:~ 

September 25, 1960. tl?::; In contra.st, the SSC did not 

.assign a precise _da:e for their eritrance because of 

conflicting evidenc. ~ between the ~ -IGR and Maheu's o?·,·: 
/

3 -:Jlit3 
Senate testimony wh.ch set the date after November, 1960. 

The sse did conclud ,, however, that· Giancana was involved 

in the operation· du :ing October because of the Las 

V~gas wiretap incid•nt which occurred on October 30, 

and because of the )Ctober 18, 1960 FBI memorandum 

revealed Gian;ana had told several people of·. n~ 
3.>~/0i.l 

his involvement in l plot t'O assassinate Castro. 

(11') Although thes ~-two events ~h the sec cites 

may support the inv)lvement of Giancana during 

October, they also Lnvite speculation of independent 
.. ·, 

organized crime ope cations. The October 18, 1960, 
.... 

FBI memorandum is p 1rticularly applic~ble.. This 

states: 

.. /5 juring a r ;cent conversation with several· 
friends, ·Gian:::ana stated that· Fidel Castro 

.· ~· .. 
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was to be don.' a1•ay 1vi th shortly, said it 
would occur i 1 November. Moreover, ·ciancana 
said he had a .ready met with the lvould-be 
assassin on t tree occasions, the last meeting 
taking place. , >n a boat docked at the Fontainbleu 
Hotel, Miami leach. Giancana stated everything 
had been perf 'cted for killing .Castro and that 
the assassin 1ad arranged with a girl, not 
further descr.bed, to dr6o a 'pill' in some 
drink or food of Castro:'Mf-'j:: /fr . 

Since~ "t'l'l'E! 1"~67 ~.the poison pills, 

which the CIA prepa ·ed at Giancana's request, were.not 

ready for delivery. mtil late F.ebruary. or early· 

March, 1961, it is ~fi~ doubtful that Giancana' s 

November, 1960, ass tssination plot.was part of the 

CIA operation. Rat1er
1
it appears that organized 

crime already had i:s poison plan in progress, using 

a mistress of Castr) to accomplish the deed, when the 

CIA(~fri~it~~~q")e; ;;-ed the see~. ·organized 

crime then occupied a perfect posi~ion~ • lf their 

private plot succeeled, they then would possess 

far-reaching.blackm1il potential against the CIA 

~' W&~ they .could ex!rcise at an opportune moment; 
.. . 

If.their intrigue ftiled, however, they could then 

assume ~he position that they were only ex'~cuting 

the directives of t 1e government .A-1-...:Ji t:.:.~~.L.::Y /oss:6 Jf 

.)-kJJ. c..,.t....l..A ...j- ~e_. i fL ; "•I 0 ( v·e"'" "'~+ A. "i.. \:)\ (C.t_\(. ~·.-.G:. ~ \ 



h) ~'Siidb.l~ 
Richard S::tin 

) 
t.:tu..J~ . .::..:.i.";.Af.t.t: ~~ ~7-tl·v· .. ..p-·f 

( I_ I~. The '"a:!;!g ___ JZ3!.:!_a' that Giancana refers to in 
;..,va\v..:d 

the October 18 memo may have~ Richard Scallzetti 

Cain. Cain, in con1ection with the top Echelon 

Criminal Enforcemen~ Program, informed the FBI . . 

of his criminal act_vities and· close association 
~ 

with Giancana. 1~0 C1in admitted that he had 

~rked)for Giancana and ·bee~ on his 

payroll while he wa; a member of the Chicago-Police· 

Department from 195)-1960, director of a private 

detective age~cy _fr>m 1960-62, and Chief Investigator · 
. ~~ 

192r for the Cook County Sheriff's Office from 1962-1964. 

(11aJ . . 
Several of CaLn's activities during the fall 

. of 1960~ together WLth his past experience, support . 

. the proposition tha: if Giancana was involved in any 

Cuban affairs, specLfically an assassination of Castro 

independent of the :IA plot, he would have recruited 

Cain to assist him. 



(ol)) First, Cain m. i~:~7~-~_:_:.:_~~~~f c~~-~-~~~-:~~Y-.) 
·providing informati• ,n:-llto the CIA concerning his 

foreign ventures, a practice Giancana may have 

promoted in an effo: t to gain possible leverage 

with the CIA. ·In a CIA memorandum to the FBI dated 

4 November 1960 CaiJ. supplied the following informa-

tion in his first contact with.th_e CIA: 

1) that in ·: 950-52 while in Miami, 
Florida, l~ initiated several telephone 
taps on v .. rious Cuban revolutionary 
figures m cder the supervision of William 
Buenz,· a J•rivate detective who had·contact 
with the ·J,atista government. 

2) that on 0• :tober 2, 1960, William Buenz, 
then oper. :ting out of New York City, 
met with 1 :a in at 0 1 Hare Airport and 
offered h. m $25,000 to travel to Cuba 
at "the re•mest of former President Piro 
to instal telephone taps on various 
Cubans, aJ .d 

3) that in 1'•59, Constantine Kangies, a 
former at orney for the Cuban 26th of July 
movement, inquired whether Cain would instruct 
Castro A~~ officers in the use of poly-
graphs.~::t. .r,.r JqJ.., . 

. . 

seems more . than· ':oincidental that Cain 1 s· approach 

to the CIA to suppl: · this information occurred 

simultaneously with Giancana 1 s meeting with Roselli 

and Maheu. fcain su: •sequently volunteered inform~tion 
to the CIA during 1 !61-63. 



(1), 1~ Sec~nd, on No··ember 2, 1960, a confidential 

informant .told the :;ureau that on October· 20, 
!'!~ 

1960, ·serapio. Monti£ o, the·former head of the 

July 26 Movement in Chicago, met Richard S. Ca{n 

in the office of Col .stan tine Kangles, · the former 

attorney in Chicago for the Cuban 26th ·of July 

.Movement and former counsel in th.e United States !'1). 
-~ 

for the Cuban Goverl .ment headed by Fidel Castro. 

Cain indicated ·to K.cngles that he had (:lients who 

wished to get news : teres and photographs out of 1Cf 1/- · 
-~ 

Cuba concerning reb•·l activity in the Cuban foothills. 

Cain(furthe~indica· ~ that he wanted to cover this story 

and was soon ·going·· o Miami in an attempt to enter 

Cuba, and that Jack Mobley, a Chicago columnist, and 

Bob Ajamian1 of Life magazine, had knowlegge of this 
. ~ 

venture. tq5' 

0 -z-3) 
Cain 

Third, on Novt·mb~r 2, 1960~ the FBI interviewed 
. ~,q(:, 

in Miami at th•: Sands Hotel, Miami Beach. 

Cilin said .he was a ··epresentative of Accurate Detective 
l&f1 ~ 

Laboratories, . r : .ife magazine, and sixty-four 
1'1 or:- .. ..· . 

other newspapers. :. ·. · After providing information on the 

military armaments n Cuba, Cain said that the 



Resistence movement had eight hundred men fighting 

.in the Escambray Mo1ntains and that.he was· awaiting 

the opportunity to. >arachute- into .the ·Escambrays 
~~q~ 

to take photos for ,ife. Cain said that Antonio 

de Verona gave him :he information on the Cuban 
~ 

armaments. ?"~" 

~d-~ When Cain's p.ans to visit .Cuba, either to 

install wiretaps fo: former President Prio or to take 

photographs of rebe. activity, or both, are considered 

simultaneously with Giancana's presence in Miami)~. 
{;rJArJ!~r.lfl~l' Cl\:i-i··R...G . 

~reference to th~ assassination of~ in November 

. and~ Cain's app:oach to the CIA, the true purpose 

-and possible interr~lation of these events become-

even more suspect. The wiretap assignment and the 

photographic story nay have beencovers: Giancana 

may have been attemJting to send Cain to Cuba to 

supervise the poiso1ing attempt on Castro. Cain 
o..uno;.cu""~ 

. bel01=1~ to La Cosa Nostra,_ spoke Spanish, had 

extensive contacts Ln Latin America,·was well-versed 

in sabotage and inv~stigative procedures, had been 

on Giancana's payroll for four years, and apparently 



was attempting to a~rive in Cuba by approximately 
. ~ol . . 

November, 1960. Fu:ther, Cain's referenc~ . 
. . .y,...,_ C......b.:u.rv ~ .).J..d~-l..u_ 

in his FBI intervie ~ to- ':fT?Rilil
1\iia ol;i'e an-a I the 

per·son that the CIA concedes may have. been act'ive 

in independent orgatized crim~ assassination plots 

against Castro prio: to his recruitment by Trafficante 

in March, 1961, rai;es more suspicion .. 
c~ ¥~>Cr>.L... &...s!. ~ ...J.Lo-*' . 

( \ hese. eventS :l>iiT 1\ . I 1 ET~ indicate 

~hat Cain may have Jeen the "assassin-t6-be" whom 

Giancana referred t) in the. 18 October 1960 FBI 
oR.. 

memorandum, en he mty have been t~~t man ~---··· 

for the operation.!- -=:a ' ~o:VW t_h_a_t_t-~ 
G~·ysis is ob.Yi.Qus ~L.~_Peculative. _ 

·. ~) Cain couid al >O have. provided· another. service 

··to Giancana. ·As ·al :eady indicated,. a second person1 

called J. W .. Har+iso 1, allegedly accOmpanied and ·-~·· 

· assiste~ Balletti i 1 the wir.etap. Although the Justice 

Department figorous ~-~~}"'Pur7;;d"this investiga~io}' and 
. . -·-·---::~-- . . . 



. rt r _... 

- a 

prepared to indict :he principals, no one could 

determine who Harri ;on was and no partici fnt. 
. f.J I 

would admit to kno\v .ng his identity. 'tf e is no 

doubt he existed: h ~ signed the hotel register a~ ~a.),. 

accompanied Ballett. on the fhght to· Las Vegas. 
\-- . . 

~ DuBois, the pr .vate investigator J'.laheu hired 

to conduct the surv!illance. ~maintained 

that Maheu arranged for J . .W. Harrison to accompany 

Balletti from Miami to Las Vegas to assist in the · 
. . ;;t03 · .. ~~"i\e ~-rpo<l.t ~ 

operation. Ma-heu d .rrieEI tl:iis.. ~ e±GM!!'fE!!i.J.; the 

CIA liaison man, in'ormed the Committee that whoever 
- -~.,;to"f 

Harrison was he_was not a CIA employee. 

(j_;..~ Cleariyi so:meo 1e .arranged for Harrison's presence . 

and knows his true .dentity. Since DuBois and Balletti · 

. acted only as the·. i 1struments .of Maheu, it seems logical: 

that they \•muld hav ~ revealed Harrison • s identity. in 

the face of federal prosecution if Harrison were just 

an employee of DuBoLs with rio connection to the CIA. 

or to the associate1 of Maheu·in the CIA operation 

against Castro. Th1s, Bailetti and DuBois either did 



3 

not know the identi y of Harrison or felt that 

the surveillan.ce to pacify Giancana 1 s concerns &na.t. 
\!"! fk ~·~t Y"~ 

Pl:t:yJ.l.ie. MGQrri-re was- .Aal.vi.Rg aR affair ui Lh BaiF Row'a.iif 
and to uncover any .JOSsible leaks regarding the operation. 

Roselli confirmed th· ~se two accounts in his Senate 
. . ~c1'D7_: ---··--- . ~--------·-·--· ________ ..:. ___ ... ..., 
testimony. . Shimon ;furth~nformed the Committee ...;.r· 

. ~----·- . 
that Giancana told lim he paid $5,000 for the Las zor 
Veg~s operation.·~·· .,._ :-·. ·.·-· 

(i3o) Assuming that Maheu did provide for Harrison, 

he ~ ~ did ;o at the request of someone else. 

Maheu did not have. my reason to independently prefer 

one person over an~ ~her: th.e CIA or Giancana, however, 

did have such a per >anal interest.·= Giancana Is interest 
· · pe("s~l ~!---- . 

obviously stemmed f ~om his (!~lationship ~ DI~.M:e) 

and it is probabl~ :orrect that· Giancana requested 

.··j: 



-t-h-e 
Haheu to bug ~~-room. This personal interest, 

could have prompted Giancana to direct Maheu to 

use -a person of Gia 1cana' s choice; Cain fits .that 

role perfectly. He was a skilled electronic 

surveillance techni :ian and was in Miami during 
wh•e-"' 

late October and ea :ly November) ~-;as the 
_p ... , __ , __ ,_:t -v 

debarkation point f >r/, H'i\rrison an_ on their 
. - 1.!'3 ~ rM 

their trip to Las V!gas. 
,-... o.. d(.p0)ih...;, ho t4 c,..,...,.. 1 H-u... ~ 

denied any knowledg ! of Cain t'\ \vhen shown several 

photographs of Cain from the late 1950's and early 

1960's, Arthur Ball~tti also could not identify Cain 
--~- •' 

as Harrison~IO Th!se ·denials do not detract from 

the theory.that Cai1 was Harrison~ if no one would identify 

Harrison in 1960 th)re is no reason to expect any 

change in testimony. --- - ~ - - . , ·
1 

·~_ · 
.:::t::..... \-c..l..k., wu·eJo...r lnC.lG ~f) 

Th had a ~interest in surveilling 
<::.<il"'S ~~Cii'"C -t-A~.d:s, A A->-J ~~H3). - . 

-because of :he 8 October 1960 memorandum where 

Giancana discussed tn assassination plot against 

Castro. The sse- co tclud~ that .this memo caused the 
- ~~ 

_ CIA to be concerned~ determining if Giancana 

was leaking informa:ion on the CIA-organized crime 

plots. _This may be partially correct, but as already 



indicated, the FBI i !emorandum depicts a plot 
uff~ 

substantially in pre ·gress and involving a. girl ~ 
('~t.-<.Y'\ (.>-L /<Y~ ..:... . 
doe.s-no.t......r.essmfl..l.G tl .e October status of the CIA 

operation. The CIA could have been more concerned 

that Giancana was il .vol ved in a separ·ate assassination 

plot 

its nature and extel.t. 
WA~ +i-1<:- ab 

·1~.:.·· 
were· two-fold. Fir: t, ~~re ionship with Giancana 

+"'-'... . 
might have entailed ~ learning of· certain c1andestine 

activities. Second olilillll&a!wa one of the "several 

frien~s" in .the co~~rsation related in the 18 bctober 
. ~ 

memo. Cl-_1 L · 

( ' . \J3t.!J. The CIA interc st would also explain why a wiretap 

was installed ... Mah• :u informed the. Committee that he 

only ordered physicotl surveillance of the target 111 . 

~and could no understand why anyone installed 

a wiretap since the p:dmary intent was to check on 
· +he tN .s ~M £1.. \ /'Y' ~t+ +.€>'~'"· . · . ~:.;.:).1 z.. 

~EIP'~a~J. .... •Ua.J.I:; .'I:Ll tb ,Bo_w,q.n. · ·· · . 

\t35) Physical surv• :illance and a room bug would, 

admittedly, be more than adequate to uncover any ev·,d-c~t~C:-<; : .• 
1'\-A.-\-ter. 
~- If, howeve. ·, Maheu also. wished to investigate 



,,: .. r: f 
the possibility of Leaks in the operation as well ~ 

·as the possibility lf Giancana's involvement in an l i ~ 
independent plot, t 1en the use of a \ll'iretap would ·.~~ 

have been logical. .u G · .. t. 
1 "'C. ~:--u~-\ r•-.u;t;tt,.._., J " 

~~b) Assuming t~at investigating -a-~~ \vas not _ ~ 
the primary focus o: the Las ·Vegas _operation, it cap ' 
• ~,-,..,.- ttv<.-~l \!s c:;........, ..:.c;.v;;-~ o!{..a.. ~l:ta.i::<J J M tl'J'?"~ •P , 
be argued that dire ;t surveillance of ~;-.,.muld · 

-<:,. 

have been the_ optim1m method to investigat~ ~ 
fr~i l/ . . . 

for ~~ leaks and cnformation that Giancana may have 

~ 
.. ~ 

[Oiild~.' 
-Uiil~. This, h Jwever, would have r·un the risk 

of incurring the wr1th. of Giancana and his possible 
he. 

departure from the :IA assassination plots if a.s~ 

detected the surveillance. Through the cover of · 
. . ~ ~ .......... --~~ 11 M~i ... a....:.. «$~~-A 

surveilling~ IJr a ·possible~ \"ith J~, 

information on the 

assassination plots for a reason which met the approval 

of Giancana. Indee :1, · Giancana probably always believed 

h ·h. d' . . .. ~~~~ "~ t at l.S 1rect1.Ve to l.nvestl.gate a"-ijie::t '" c e c~ 

was the only issue 'involved in the surveillance. 



In any event, the o: >jectives of both Giancana 

and the CIA could htve been achieved wheth~r Harrison 

was a Giancana choi :e, specifically Cain, or an 

After the Las Vegas operati~n backfired, the 

CIA obviou~ly deci~•d to continue the assassination 
· -+A• Sv . .pr<"12~ Ck..e ~ 

plots. · This indica :es that O!JJe \rl:l~elt the 

.security of the CIA organized crime· plot had not 

been seriously brea:hed. Additionally, it possibly 

indicates that· the :rA determined that even if Giancana 

was involved in an .ndependent operation, that it would· 

not hamper their ef'orts, and that all interests could 

be re~ CIA ·continued on the same .track: 

~ely go~~)ed" with ~~anize.d c..r.im .. · . 

i) The "girl' in the 18 October 1960 F5:C:. 
~1emorandu 1 ·-:>:: 

~3~ .In this memo( ;iancana spoke of a. girl who 

was going to drop a pill in some food or drink of Castro . 
. 'ti . 

This format is agai1~contradiction to the CIA 
. · · . · 1 -\lt. C.U.il111h o~·~-~ P. L.. 

operation which. ini :ially relie~ on .,J C"TRta, a 

secretary in Castro's prime ministry, to administer 

the pills.· 



,. 

r,·LI/}) The identity )f this~'girl"referred to by 
\ . . 

Giancana has not be!n ascertain1but it is reasonable 
. . . a.. 

·to assume that Traf Eicante was in the ~ position 

to recruit a mistre;s of Castro because of his numerous 

contacts in the Cub1n gambling and prostitution 

of a girl is quite Logical and further supports the 

involvement of orga1ized crime in an independent plot 

(;;J;Ji....G~Ae.&~~.GI-&R.;;Ht''/c 1e Agency "may have· been 

piggy-backing on the syndicate and in addition to 
. I 

its material contribu :ion was also supplying an aura i 
• ; . ' ..,,. ..... ..:!' 

~ci~~-~:!~~ . ~!?1}_: _____ ... -... ---------~·-·-----· 



·--' 

Articles en Frank Sturgis 

indicated ]n Section II Paul Meskill of 

the New York Daily tews wrote ·several articles in 

1975 and 1976 conce1ning activities of Frank_Sturgis. 

The~~ a.rticles (:fu";:U d··~~~l::..c:.!::J the theory that 

organized crime was involved in independent Castro 
. . 
assassination plots. 

. Ql\3). 
this 

. .. . u~ rt4filfAi4ti C. m~ ; ·· 
t(l~;~ )·~~l-.("~ : .. /, .... };;, .. :: .... ;' ..... : . .!:.· ~~.:-.:·;._ .. :· L>~·.::-..,_!.r_)( 

-The follmving ·e:en-s·idera-t:-:i:orisA·em.in~r...;,m-· · 
~-k'l ~~ ;o 

th~ory; a-ftd. mar~ thoroughly respond -to the allegations 

in the Meskill arti:le~: ~--~-t;; 

First; organi~ed crime 

independent assassi1ation plots against Castro prior 

to any CIA involvem~nt in late 1960. Such plots may 

have been in progre;s when the CIA reactivated its 

'plans to kill Castrl irt April,_ 1962. 

~US) Second, organ Lzed crime could quite possibly 

have been directing activ'i ti'es such as those descr;i.bed 
. . . 

in the New York Daily News article. 

Q~) Third, Frank ;U.u~gis most probably established 

contacts with organ czed crime through his gamblin'g 

associations and prlbably was used by them in some 
· . . · ~(;.....,\) . : . 1'16 '1". CA!:i,ll'l<lele.O 

capacities. This dJes not~ that he was a member 
ib .. 
e-f"'"organized crime·. 

I 

.>· 



. . . 1 
tt ... W("'· c-lf.'-l.A 

GU1) Forth, Frank iturgis probably knew Q.vea 

and could have been involved with him in ~ri assassina-

tion plot. Since S:urgis is not a reliable source, 

however, his allega:ions are suspect. 

~~~)Fifth, accord.ng to the ~~~i-:­
~$ available evide 1ce, the CIA was not involved 

·. . -ti.u.<A.:..\oc.~~.~ . 
in any operations w .th ~ prior. to late 1960. 

(i~I:AJ Sixth, Sturgi; was not necessarily involved with 
\( ~ Cu.hcr.M ct· ~ . 
Lorenz or ~in a plot to kill Cast,ro. He may have 

· ttu, ~.v.Ju<J. ~i! 
learned of plots. in mlving 1 and possibly· Lorenz 

\k...C~~..\ ::... ... o-f..I.M-
in Miami after ~,arrived there in 1965. 

Additionally, the April, 19751 Meskill articles 
11"1~11... 

did not r~ the >turgis-Lorenz plot to kill Castro 

with poison pills. · It is only after the publication 

of the sse Interim ~eport in November, 1975, and the 

Fin·al Report in ·Apr i..l, 1976, that Meskill describes 

this plot. Thus, S:urgis may have combined accurate 
, , tL......Cu.hJ....L~ 

information obtainel from ~and other Maimi sources 

with the facts the ;sc presented and then fabricated 
. u.~i "} . 

the Lorenz story,~tJgether with other evidence such 

as the 18 October m~mo, ~ can~tunately 
in appearing both 1 )gical and beiievable .. 



k) Implicati• >ns Arising From Phase Tv10 4t 
t:he Elr _ t q: ~-

·vs-.D Significant· d. fferences are apparent beh1een 

Phase One and Phase Two which reflect upon organized· 

crime's motivation .md seriousness in fulfilling 

its part of the bar·rain originally initiated in 1960. 

~5a) First, in Pha ;e One, Roselli and his colleagues 

demonstrated their .1bility to execute the contract. 

on Castro by naming their source who was, indeed, 

in a position close to Castro. In Phase Two1the modus 

operandi and the ab lity of the assassin or assassins. ~. 
. . +iu. u....ho,.. .t4JJJ... ~ ... 

· ·. becomes quite vague Harvey reported that VCL ~ .. 

had an asset in Cubt who had access to someone in a 

restaurant ·which Ca ;tro frequented who could .administer 

the poison. In .rune, 1962; Roselli reported to. Harvey 
~ ~~- ·. 

that had' dis: >atched a three man. team to cuba 

to ·recruit persons :o kill Castro, or to kill him 

themselves, maybe w.th poison pills, if the opportunity. 
~ '. ~~,, 

arose.~/~ Harvey·stid they had no specific plans.~ · 

(i Second, as al:eady indicated, the cast of the 

organized figures i 1vol ved changed. ··Maheu,· Giancana·, 
'•. 

and Trafficante all~gedly retired.from the ~cene, ~ith 
.·;.r. 

. ----~ '-.; •. : .. 'l( 
<·; 
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.a "Naceo" assuming the posi tic:_n of Traffica~"t'e'~ .1-l. 
'\i..l6.tba" e,_•ic. Ru.J!.v.... rt-t.. C 1 A ...., ·f"'·'d. ,_ .• ~ C.O~-'?,lf .. k 

Roselli and V:er01'~ remained. JJl~~~a.es 
. ,'n .Su.'7J'-'-·t.~·""'·{ 

· ~~-a. t:hat t :1ese figures, at least .. Trafficante 

and Giancana, were <ept informed of the progress ~f 

the plots. 
..... ., 

(/S'''·U What is puzzling is the introduction of a 

' person simply referr-ed to as "Maceo" into a highly 

sensitive and covert CIA operation without any 

apparent attempt b:~ the CIA to check his background 

or ascertain his icentity. It seems extraordina~y .. 

that the ciA would propel the plots forward .without 

performing any sectrity check. Indeed, it seems 

more logical that <t least Roselli and Harvey did 

ascertain the iden1 i ty of Maceo. and for wh~teve.r 
. . . l;s-.v·~ 

reason decided to vithhold this iriforma'tion.~Further, 

)~·~~~"t~~~v~-: ~~-~,-~,~--~·~-:··~~--·'>~~···~-•··~·-··-··•:-~·~~~"~~~:·:·_. 

ri·aR': characterizes M lCCO as Roselli Is man, it is- :_< ___ _ 

r 

more probable that ~raffica-nte, who had· recruited 
\'---.... __ 

all the Cuban perso mel Wreviously~in the 

attempts and who maLntained the most complete network \ 

· ·• of cuban allies in Uami and Cuba, provided this 
a.tc; v........:;t- co.:i. t,..? ~ {.U-<4~C•I"-':c0 

individual. If .thi; speettlatioR is aee1:1rate-, then it 

; displays Trafficant ~ again performing a direct role 

· during Phase II, a· Eunctl.on every source has denied. 

·~" ........ • ....... -···-·-~---~ , .... __ . ., .-.-- ... -~~·~·-· ····.-. 

I J 

'· 
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· (1?~9 A related iss1 e is \vhether ·"phases" actually· 

. e·xisted or whether i he operations ·to: kill Castro 

encompassed a conti1 uou.s time .period. As previously 

indicated, the CI~.l recautions that the plot was 

dormant from the Ba; of Pigs until Harvey assumed~ 
. !' 

direction in the spling of 1962. Both Harvey and\ 
t{..... . CJ...u.b 

stated, h< wever, that Ha:J;"vey '1 took over 

a going o~eration." Considering. that Roselli was· 
, ... ~-•··~· ... -••o-:,::;·=:,.,_ .••• ~-·-··•-~ ~~ 

'?able to i,.!!ll11e~-~te!Jr_ mobilize his forces in 1962 in 

response to .Harvey'! reques :· __ . J_ .. :__.-
•••••••• '"';:·:·•--:-- •<" ·:.-··.····-.... ,"J' ............ - -~·"" .,~.-~-

. 4.wobil~zatil >n. invol~ed -~a, whom 

Traff~cante recruited i:1 Phase One, it--seems reasonable 

to assume that some of ·he individuals in Phase One 

were actively attemptinc · to kill Castro after the· Bay 

of Pigs and probably un· il the advent of Soviet 

solidification. These ' f forts, however, .may well·· · 
·. ·--~-.::: .. ---·· ... 

have ·be.en ·conducted wi trout CIA knowledge and ~t.J. . ..£.:~-:­
'~ support the theor} of independent organized 

crime plots. -
... _;. 

'•,. ..!' .· 

\ 



Phase Two 

In retrospect, 

the _ambiguous modus operandi, the.-lack.of identity 

of the potential as ;assins, the total re~iance of 

Harvey on Roselli f >r a·~y information,_ and. the 

seemingly apathetic desire of the CIA to corroborate 

any information fro 1 Roselli, all converge to.posit the 

theory that organiz !d crime was not seriously attempting 

to assassinate Cast ·o ~ follo'1;in~~ th~ solidification 
. . V)rJj Sf :;;r.., _:J--1-vA /~C~-...{1 

[of Soviet influence in the Castro regime. llTrafficante, 
··-

Lansky", and other C1ban casino owners must have realized 

by the mid-1962 tha: the "golden goose~· of Havana 

had laid its _last e Jg, and that fortunes _·were to be 

made elsewhere. Ce~tainly, history shows.growing 

_Lansky infiuence in the Bahamas and Las Vegas 1 

Trafficante project; in the Dominican Republic 1 and 

burgeoning bolita o)erations in Florida arising from 

the influx of Cuba·n exil~ •. Further, organ{zed crime 

may have determined that the new Justice Department . 
-~"1"}.0\' 

crackdown~~ not have-permitted the 

... wide open" Cuba of the pre-Kennedy era even if the 

United Sta~s _qad s1cceeded in -ousting the Cuban 
. f'J!/" 15'9) . 

regime.~C nsequently, whiie the United States 



•:. 

- ~0 --

government, specifi :ally the CIA~ still possessed a 

. ·viable interest in lSSassinating Castro, organized 

crim:j~~ 
2. · Motivatio t qf Organized Crime to be 

involved .n\Plots . 

(/"1.-i>) Despite the r· :asons just presented to discontinue 

attempts to kill Ca ;tro, organized crime still had 

strong incentive to string the CIA along. Specifically, 
. . . 

this incentive was :o establish a relationship with the 

CIA for subsequent tse in .th\varting prosecution for 
Vf:qt! I 0\\ So . 
~sre~te~ffenses tnd thus blunting any Justice 

Department proceedi tgs against organized crime. 
i b ; ) ::r:;:.-b- ,a..u .. -~ .. £Uee..L; .. _ . 
(I ~y ~~~~'that organized crime, ........ . . . 

while always recogn .. zing the benefits of establishing 

a relationship with the CIA,.finitial~as also f 
, . . e. 

i seriously. _in_~~r.e:_st; \ in assassinating Castro to ~~gain 

lost territory .. As already. indicated,~~.:!:; .. '*~-~ 
· proba.\Av. . . . .. · 

~this desir ~llebbed with the solidification 

of Sovief influence and other factors just mentioned. 

After this occurran~e ~~organized crime may 

only_ have put·· forth the "appearance" of involvement 

and good faith in t 1e plots to-~ a . 



--· 

relationship with ~te CIA. Indeed, the CIA· 

prevention of prose :ution in 1961 in the Las 

Vegas '"iretap· incid· :nt would have given Maheu, 

· Roselli and Giancan 1 .confirmation of the value of 

such a relationship and impetus .for continuing it 

in 1962 even though the assassination of Castro 

may no longer have >een a viable alternative. 

(t C:>J..) The actions o: Maheu, Gian~ana, a~d particularly 

Roselli _in the year; _following these plots support 

this theory._ As reLated in Section II, these 

individuals actuall' did use their CIA affiliation.~ 

and knowledge of th~ plots in attempts to hinder I? 
. ~~ 

law~nforcement pro>ecutions arid objectives. 

(J&~ The success o E some of their efforts verifies the 

tremendous blackmail potential they possessed·. As 
..... ~·· 

Sam Papich, the FBI liaison to the CIA, commented in 

May, 1967, Giancana and.Roselli had the CIA "over 

a barrel" because cE "that operation" and he doubted 

that the FBI.would ~e able to do anything about either 

Giancana or Rosellj because of "their previous 
-~ 

activities" with tt= CIA.~1&' 

~~at'&[!t~~d 

J:il:;;iii& tll!ii. ~~~~§J'"lfM~ac:rsttaw._ 



(/61) In an. interview with the C )mmittee, former Deputy Director 
', . -fR.t. ~ c\ h\o .. <.U. ~ruJ).) 
of the CIA Richard Bissell discu ;sed ~~~. stating that he 

· had come to feel ihat the threa~ of blaCkmail by the und~rworld 

figures involved had constituted the single greatest danger in the . .,q 
plots. d._._,_ Bissell, as Dep.ut ' Director for Plans, had been 

personally involved in the planncng and authorization of the CIA­

Mafia plots in 1960-1961. :;J._:;~ 0 Bissell had not been interviewed 

by the Inspector General's Offic~ during their 1967 investigation 

of the plots, and thus·his recol .ections and views·were not contained 

in the Inspector General's Repor:.~ ~--
{/6~. Bissell told the Committee that he believes he and other 

. -Agency officials should have bee 1 more cognizant of· the possibility 

()f blackmail by the· organized cr ,me figur~s involved in· the plots. ::>..).)._ 

Bissell stated, "We _didn't 9ive_ Lt sufficient attention at that 

time. It was unwise. We orily tho 1ght of the possibility of black"'" 
. -....,_:),., 

mail later." d"'--:::2 The former Jeputy Direct9r recalled that the 

CIA's main fear at the time had )een "some sort of unfavorable 

publicity, if by chance it leakel out," rather than the potential 

ramifications of entering into s 1ch a sensitive relationship with 



. \)"2-
--oJ 

po~verful criminal figures. ;)J J_ Bissell \·lent on to stat·e: "I 
. . . 

kne\·1 it was serious~ ·r knew thesE were Mafia leaders ... And I knew 

they were in a position.to make \ery damaging revelations about 

the Agency. But \ve thought it wa~ all under control." c;).J..f" 

(;&;) While Bissell stated that l e and his colle~gues had not 

realized the potential for blackrail when they first enlisted 

l'lafia leaders in the assassinati< n plots, the CIA off-icer who" 

later assumed .control over the cc ntinuing plots has stated he 

I 

was well aware of - and fearful <bout - such a possibility. ;;;J.;JG 

William Harvey, the clandestine ~ervices agent who coordinated the 

reactivation and continuation of the plots in 1962 and 1963, 

testified in 1975 that he and thc n Deputy Director Richard Helms 

had concealed the existence of tl.e a~sassina~ion plots from CIA 

Director John McCone partly out c ,f concern ·aver the potential 
. . 

for such blackmail. In his Senab: Testimony'· Harvey stated that he 

and Richard. Helms decided not to inform McCone about the. plots: 

• . • until we reache• l the point where it appeared 
it might come to fruition • •r had a chance to assess the 
individuals involved and d· ,termine exact1y the problem· ~,. 
we faced, including the po :sible proble~ - and it was a 
very, or it appeared to be and in my opinion was, at that 
time, a very· real possibil .ty of this government being 
blackma-iled either by Cuba tS (exiles') for political . 
purposes or by figures in · >rganized crime for their· own 
.self-protection or aggrand_zement; which, as it turned out, 
did not happen, but at tha · time was a very pregnant 
possibility. ~J 

Upon learning partial deta.ls of the plots, both Attorney 

General Robert F. Kennedy and FB[ Director J. Edgar Hoover had 

immediately. recognized. the distu ~bing leverage -the participants 

in the plots had gained through :heir involvement with the CIA in 

the murder attempts. As noted e1rlier, Attorney General· Kennedy 

was partially briefed about the )re-Bay of Pigs assassination attempts, 

authorized during the Eisenhower Administration; .May
1 

®) 1962. i)jf 

Upon being informed of the plots,• Kennedy had met with FBI Director 

Hoover to share the information ~nd to voice his anger over·the 

CIA's action~. ~~ In ~;emc~andum of their conversation prepared 

on May 10, 1962, Hoover stated that Ken.nedy had angrily noted that 

the CIA's use of these fig~res tad resulted in the possibility that 

. __ _..;~ ·~ . ..•.. ::~ . .... · .•. ~: 



.i/ .. 

"the CIA was in a position where it could not afford to have 

""). '-o·· any action taken.against Giancan1 and Maheu." -<.J Hoover further 

noted that he had bee11 greatly di.sturbed over the Agency's use 

of thes~ individuals, ~tating, "[expressed irea~ astonishment 

at this in view of the bad reput 1tion of Maheu • ·. . ·The Attorne·y 

. . . '?I General shared the same views." •7-V 

.{jt;,~J In his interview "{ith the. :ommittee, former Deputy Director 

Richard Bissell stated that he h1d been distressed over_reports 

that CIA Director John McCone hal never been. told about the Agency­

Mafi~ as-sassination plots during the period in which they were 

occurring. · .:::23 ~ M~Con~ had bee 1 appointed Director of the Agency· 

by President Kennedy ·in. November of 1961/ thus serving- as head of 

the CIA during·the last 15 month;; in which the plots were continuing. 

--~3 3 In .his Senate tes.timony in 1975, Richard Helms (who served as 

McCone's Deputy Director during ::he period in which the plots were 

continuing}· stated that·he could not recall telling McCone of the 

.existence o.f the. plots ·while the { wer~ occurring. ~.~y .. Helms went 

on to state that· he ,;was trying· ::o scratch my head as.t? why I· 
.;.· 

didn't tell him at the time and ny surmises are the best I ·.can 

come up with .. I am really surprL;ed I did not discuss it with him 

. at the time." ::.J.,jJ""· McCone's fa r:-mer Executiv~ Assistant, Walter 

Elder, told the Senate that McCcne had once notified Deputy Director. 

Helms· that "assassination.could not be· condoned and would not be 

approved," and th.at .the ·Agency \\:t.S never to become involved in such 

activity. ~J.b In his Senate t2!stimony, William Harvey stated that 

Director McCone had once personally told him that the. Agency and 

u.s. government must not engage i~ ~uch ~l6ts aga{nst'any fqreign 

leader, and further, that "if I got myself in valved in .some.thing 

like this, I might end up gettir:::r myl;lelf excommunicated;" .::::>3?'. 
As noted earlier, Harvey went or _to testify that he and Helms had 

withheld their knowledge of (anc personal involvement i.nl the murder 

plots from Director McCone, part ly out of fear "of this government . 

. -...~./) 
being biackmail~d ... b~ figuxes in org~nized crime . ,.· ~v 

mf 47055 Docld:32273547 · Page 94 



Pb.V Speaking· of the failure of Helms, Harvey, and other Agency 

personnel to inform Director McC :me of the plots, .former Deputy 

Director Bissell told the Committee, ."The Director should have 

been informed .. This was bad I anc shouldn. t have gone' on." .. ~9 -...... 
Bissell, who left the Agency in January 1962, stated, .".The Director 

should know if his. subordinates - his top subordin~tes - are in a 

position of being subj_ect to bla:::kmail or .are in fact being bla~kmailed 

by Mafia figures or anyone else. This is very bad." eV{O Bissell 

commented that "in something that sensitive, involving national 

security, you shouldn't have that potential of blackmail going 

unknown to the Director." cP-fi 
~7~} Bissell told the Committee that he would not have become 

involved in.the early plots witt:Jut then Director Allen Dulles' 

per.sonal authorization, stating, "!f Dulles told me not to become 

in.vol ved in such- a thing·, ·I kno"' for sure I wouldn't. ·You can '.t 

disobey· the Director." .;:?~~ sr eakirig of Director Mccone's 

reported notification of both Rjchard Helms and William Harvey 
. . 

that the Agency must not become involved in assassination :activity, 

Bissell stated, "I. cannot say. wt at McCone's reaction wopld have 

been if he found out. about such ~ violatibn of his ~ishes ai the 

time/! do know that Helms woulc have been in a most uncomfortable 

position, but. I can 1 t speculat~~. 11 ~-43 The former Agency official 

stated, "It's wrong. Obviously ~enior officials should follow· 

directions, especially on someU ing' like that. 11 ~~ Bissell. 

further commented, "If McCone tc ld Helms and Harvey not· t6 get · 

involved, then it -rai·ses _obviou~ ·questions about their actions 

I would rather not speculate abcut this. I don't know who gave 

what orders to whom .after I lef1 . ". ~if..) 

·~ JQ . Speaking of. the CIA 1 s wi tl holding of. all information pertaining 

· to the existence of the CIA-undErworld assassination plots from 

the Warren Commission, Bissell 1tated that the Agency probably "didn't 

think it was relevant I would gtess. 11 ·c:Jlf.f, ~isseli further stated,· 

''I can 1 t believe the potential < oncern over blackmail by the Mafia 

people would have been allowed 1 .y the Agency to serve as a reason 
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for s~ielding the existence" of :he plots from the Presidential 
AILu.t.1-Jt.l.-;s 

Commission. 0'4] Hen..-eve-F, Biss ~11 added, · "I guess . you couldn't 

absolutely rul~ out s·uch a possi )ili ty." Cl.'fJ' 
~7i) Asked if he believed that :he Agency would have .informed 

the Warren Commission .of the CIA plots if there had been substantive· 

news reports ai the time linking Santos Trafficante, Sam·Giancana, 

or other organized crime leaders to the assassination of Pres.ident 

Kennedy, .Bissell stated, "I can': speculate what it wouid have 

done. I would hope so." .:X'-\q . B Lssell went on to state that he 

·believes that i.f the Agency actu tl_ly· suspected· such Mafia involvement 
. . 

in the President's murder, it wo1ld probably have informed the 

Warren Commission of the CIA plo:s. Bissell stated, "They wouldn't 

have liked to. But ·I do think th 'Y would hav~ told Earl Warren. n ~50 

Bissell stated his belief that .h td ·the Agency found that Traffica.nte 

or Giancana had been involved in some way· with President Kennedy's 

·assassination, it would.have inf,rmed the Warren Commission of the 

,CIA plot·s against Castro, ·even· t 1ough such information would· have 

led to the disclosure of the Age1cy's own prior involvement wtth 

these same Mafia. elements· in· ass 1ssination conspiraci·es. dSj· 
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3. Retaliati< .n Theory ~ 
o.) !Ze>u.l h .,.~; tJ...;... CL·.,....~·.., 1 rn1eJ4 .-

(n3) The Committee found no evidence that these 

operations provoked Premier Castro to assassinate 

·President Kennedy i1 retaliation. 

(I 7'1) The Commit tee also ~ found no evidence that 

Castro ·knew of CIA ,po.nsorship of these activities 

or even knew .of the ,r existence prior· to the death 

of President Kennedr. ~ discover 

agent William Harve f, attorney Edward P .. Morgan·, ~et~..f.:x· 
r. o. ·.. n~LU'-'!. • · 

4~~"- "tt;"f(. W"' 1-i:rfl.t) • 
and reputed mobster John Roselli were ~ sources 1\ ('-·'" 
:::I::+ see rn.s cer ta..V. ~ · · 

'l'hes.,Commj ttee J:ias. c etef?!ftined that John Roselli was the 

person who informec Harvey and Morgan about the plots 

and the retaliatior theory; thu·s; only one source, 





.. f;.-... ~ 

\. ~~ "t..2-.:.... -·· 6-'(l 
(, :;...,. . . 

John ~oselli, actuaLly existed. Further, John 

Roselli supplied al~ information concerning the 
. ~ S""-'\o..p.e-..... t c.J.....:..,.6 

operation to the
1
{I \ thrc:u~h e~ ther J;;u,.s&:::e:l€ermell 

. . Q 1 ~ q; ::t;Jp-~·.b;;oc> . 
or W~lll.am Harvey. 'l!lr. £nmm'·~1!:ce- rr~t 1he 

public disseminatio1 of the details o£ the plots 

correspon.ds remarka >ly to the efforts of John 

Roselli to prevent· 1is deportation in 1966 and 1971, 

and to prevent his >rosecution ·for illegal gambling 

activities in 1967. These coincidences olus other . . ., ,:· .,.c···. . ... 
. _,A,h <{;~A.( ~-·· .&, ~ • • 

ev ~dence h.aue. .!J;:d .,;... ::.he ~t li'*l ts ~·d'e'. that 

John Roselli manipuLated the facts of the plots ·into 

the retaliation the)ry in efforts to force the CIA 

·to (favorably\_interv ~ into his legal .affairs to prevent . 

the further disc los .1re of the plots in general and the 

retaliation theory in particular and to prevent 

further waves of pt:::>lic paranoia. 'Ffte-'Conanittee notes tha:t 

Jrn some instances JJhn Roselli was successful. 
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~J ~_LtrM"CL"~ 

~ 1l) . Even assuming that. Castro did ascertain 

·the existence of th·! CIA-organized crime plots and 

that the CIA sponso:ed them and ignoring the 

belief that Roselli fabricated the retaliation theory, ·,+- •..S s-1-·, tl 
the ""eram~i·tW•• tJ l~ .e"@i nae;s~ unlikely that 

Castro would have r!s~rted to ~ssassinating the 

President of the Un ·.ted States in retaliation for the 

-reasons indicated it the AMLASH portion of the Issue 

Analysis section. ;pecifically, these reasons are: 

1) the prosp!ct of exposing Cuba to 
!invasion md destruction would not have 
been wortt the risk; 

2) 

3) 

the acto~ changing a-leader does not 
necessarily change the system; 

Castro rna r have recognized that among.1 

the leade ~s of the United States .. :Kerinedymll~ 
· maintaine 1 the least hostile. approach . IJ 

towa):"ds C 1ba ;_ and 

· 4) the growitg prospect of detente between· 
Cuba and· ':he United States \YOuld have 
refrained Cas.tro from assassinating an 
American ·)fficial. . . 

4. Related 0 rganized ~~hri ties 

&1q} The Committee reviewed.l\evidence that ~ 
raises the possibility that various organized crime· .. 

. I.Nfii..L 

figures~involved in attempts· to assassinate Castr 
· . . t-flc ~v o.f ltv. 

unrelated to thell CI !\. · · · 

:-.· 
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o) N ou)V\()Jh ~ ffv·fYii rrJ 

~?o)_ To· _ascertain . tore information about organized 

crime Is knowledge a: >OUt Castro assassination plots I 

. the Committee inves :igated Norman Rothmanjwho was active 

in operating variou; casinos in Cuba before the Castro 

takeover and who co tsequently maintai-ned associations 

with org~nized crim! and the Batista regime. 

&K iJ At various ti 1es, Rothman s_erved as manager· of 

the Sans Souci and :opacabana Clubs ih Cuba representing 
--:+.~ 

the interests of th ! Mannarino brothers of Pittsburgh 'J!S"ij-
,f . . 

-~ ~~lJ FBI files on ~othman indicate that a: proposal 
al ~~e,Hj( 

to kill Castro was'\ nade to Rodfuman as a "quid pro quo" 

in which Rothman exJected to avoi~ imprisonment for 
.;6~ .. 

a 1960 gun running :onviction. During an FBI inte~vi,w, 

Rothman stated that he had been in "personal contact 

with White House at:orney Harry Hall Wilson, as well 
. - . . . . .. :::::;? ( -·-

.as Assistant At.torn ~y General John ~enthaler,. both 

of Nashington, D.C. ' and members of the Kennedy 

d 
. . . CJ,-5( A m1n1strat1on: ·. 

Gc~) 
' Miami on April 16, 1978, Rothman expanded on th~·~ 

_In a depositiJn to the Committee taken in 

theme to include a 3eries of mysterious telegrams 

sommoning him to th::! Nhite House.for a series of two 
-~-t· 

or three meetings ~~ began in Attorney General 



office wi:h members of his staff and 

·continued· in a conf;rence room where Rothman's 

assistance in provi ling contacts inside Cuba was 
-rl' . d>l 

explored. At the l1st meeting Rothman says that: 

"one of thein 1appened to discus·s /the 
assassinatio 1 of Castro7\-ri th me, -but n6t 
in a technicll·way. Y~u know, just in a 
casual way. That is about it~ I cannot 
for the marne lt remember it WOrd for \<lOrd 

-~~tO because it i > too far back." ~fl 

~~e evidence suggestLng such an approach· by Robert 

Kennedy is entirely uncorroborated and makes no sense 

when.viewed in light of the.Justice Department crack­

down on organized crime. Further, it se~ms extremely 

doubtful that any ~~eting w1th Rothman on this topic 

would have occurrec at the White House. Consequently, 
. . . . . ·!s . . . . I'+ N y 
~ ~omm,ttse seli~~s 1t h1ghly unl1kely· that~ 

S:,.tlt! ~ .. 
1\ even<oc~urred. =i;J./Vcu•.v.. .li.J.-J(A hd:u .. ~ ()I..L Afn.Li'M/1-. 

b) Ct:*t ~~acw ~ ~ ~ t.tw· CI/J-O,~·i<J 16S) The Committee alsorenewed evidence which Gw.-...<. . 
~I "_/ . 0~""'.\. 
indicates that orgc:nized crime may have been aware of 

. . . ' . 
the AMLASH operaticn during its existence. 

Q P6) The ~ IGR identified three name links between 

the AMLASH.operatic~ and the organized crime operation . 
. , ... ~-~.:...:.:..--· 

The . IGR did not sui ficiently· analyze, however, 'i that . 

the common denominc tor . in two of the links was Santo 

Trafficante. 



a I 'Link One 

f/ ~''j) . In !'!arch, 196 , the CIA received informafion 
· \ 'bot-h 

that~a high-ranking military figure in the Castrd 

regime and a former personal secretary of Castro 
~·~ 

~ wished to defe· :t~ '?he military off~cer was 
o Amu; ~~~ 
~-s-ee~ s •(:>J:E,.\Sill and the forme-r 
~~ ... m(') ofi=,~..,,·L · 

secretary was ~""'*~• ':t!i~ used in 

Phase I of the CIA-• •rganized crime plots. As already 
· revealed 

indicated,. the ~ I@ documents/that Trafficante re-
. · ·-H...t ~ c~~L,i:>\... . 
cruited~"' . · 

li 2~~ The cgmw,i-QQee- A:aB act~~ Sthe~ than 
\,; · · · . · . tlt (M.bCUtl D f~, ttl'l L ·. 
the coincidence of I •Oth ~"'-and AMLASH seeking 

infiltration at the same time there is nothing to 

suggest a relations! ip between the two men·in attempting 
~ toJO . · E".<...•SH ""'~ 

to assassinate Cast: o; ~~mmon denominatorll~ · 

Trafficante ,· Rosell. , Giancana or any other membe .. r-s 

Of the American ga~·ling syndicate. This link is 

~J Link .Two 

(; ffXy In mid-March,_ 1965, Rafael Garcia Bongo, a ~ 
Cuban lawyer· whose l •rather Occupied the prestigious 

~ 
position of Ministe: · of Sports in Cuba, contacted"CIA 



?. .. 
·tj d-

s-tati0ia flC£ S'eRR:;orr .i: 1· Haeii:a-- to inform the _agency 

that "he was in con:act with a group of military 
-q;O -

officers who were pLanning to kill Castro.''f' (:::!;.~ 
-:-.... ~~ 

I~tii!P'9.~~T:~?);,·· it quickly became clear to. CIA 
Arntt\Si-t 

employees that Bong J' s reference was to eul oW: a and the 

group of military m~n Nho were alliedwith him in·attempt-
- ;J_&/ - - _ ::::cG\1:. - +<-... .,-F.e.. -

ing to depose castr J. Although the ~-and ~"liiili-Wfili.-
~ /.:'l.·y~.&.M~ a:-•-...J . . -

RE!I~8111ftR; are- silent ~~ attitude toward Bongo's 
. -;{:.__ c p'>, ' 

information, it must be as~umed that ~did not 

respond affirmatively since the AMLASH operation was-

in progress at: the 

of delivering arms-

Cuba.· 

. -

time and Artime w~s in the process · 
_ -t'-u- e.J.~ o \C • .:u ... L'~ . 

~aches to eese1a's people within 

{jq~) Interestingly, Bongo identified himself to Agency 
\ ' .,..h.Q (eprs.:;.: .,.,.JJ r:S:!j$1\ :::::!'.91- -
pe_rsonnel a!ij a lawy "!r ~ the Capri Hotel and· Casino 

6J>-tl ~ . ;q &cJ.J . --
in Havana ;who had J:: .=en jailed in __ ,:rulyJ ~for a 

period of 75 'days, allegedly as ~ i~prisal for-
Ce>Ol. - . 

representing Santo rraffican«. Bongo's utilization 

of th'e short prisor' term to establish his "bona fides" 
~G.(.; 

is questionable . ..;r;e... Trafficante was in jail during. . · 
·.,:......:.~-:-:;..;. ....n..; ··~ 

August1 1959/ .. Fo~ the Cuban govern~ent to wait-~ 

years to exact retl ibution for. that- representation~ 

~- . Possibl;r, Bongo was in~olved in approaching 
1\ 

Seems V.N h Ke.\"f o 



.... -

the Castro goyernme •t in 1962 on Trafficante's 

(19~) One aspect of the Bongo-Trafficante relationship 

~ ~deserves :uller treatmentfirl-lhough ~t is 

doubtful that anyttr .. rig moie than st:~ppesition can reS-l,llt. 

~.z::r;;~lli>-.,j 1M! t&,!i£ s IBif!~ ~- As already indicated, . it has 
,' ·~ 

been reported by Ja ;k Ande;rson that·....:..-~~~-·~ 

secret source until his death1 John Roselli, had reason 

to speculat~ that.~ lbansforigi~i'J.-;\recruited)by ·'san~o . .......... __,. 

Trafficante to kill Castro were "turned around" and 

sent back to the UnLted States where they were directly 

involved in the a~~~ssination of President Kennedy. 

If this line of hypJthecation is a~pted, then the 

trip--
o-\-he...­

E1eti4 by E Jngo could assume _some sj ,.; s:t:e:r 

implications such a3 the possibility that Bongo's 



.. i #~ 

(!: _f-. -4-
real purpose in con :acting the Ma)r1J :ii'cal i m v1as 

-~to arit as a do~ble _tgent for Castro in as~ertainihg 
> J .. , :_:i 

the ,na~1,1re an~ scop ! of the AMLASH operation. Castro p--..-ki?,; ~ 
.Q,~'- .£( .... &.t.;~ -
d~i~- became aw tre of the Artime meetings \vith 
/)tnLif-S/1- _ 
Qa' l3 in the fall >f 1964 since the _list of charges 

,4-muwt 
upon which ~ \v mt to trial in 1966 began wi-th 

these ~....:!• id meetin1s. If-Castro had begun his 
/1/JU .. P.-J 4 fp 

suspicions of ~E!:la.. role \llith the CIA during 
1<-} ~$' 

late 1964 or early ~, it is likely that he would 

have begun counter-.ntelligence measures to confirm his 

fears -~h could htve led to Cast~o sending-Bongo 
IJI'l. ~ --Ht4 - -1-+le Trzl'\{}iw.ok 

- te 5 __ • :im to con tact the Agency. · Given 
.- &M'I\O n: .. b_··hCMS~•-!', - _-
~:eteo be B&ft~e. it -can be postulated that 

/t.-iJ<-<1---f A.., "!>"'"'-'¥ 
TrafficanteA.wa.s-awa~e of Bongo's true mission prior 

-- "' \CA.'>r oJr s~ ~ 
to. his _departure or' became knowledgeable ••M!! · baiJ;:ed 



.0_J.)_ ~ ~iv 'n the extent of Trafficante's 

high-level contacts within the exile community and 

the low-level secur.ty in the CIA exile operations, 
.j'~"\J/-~...1,'\..!. .· . 

it is cwt; Sl+i~ log.cai that Trafficante_and_other 

members of the unde ·world knew, in some fashion, 

part or all of the ~ASH plot. The question 

becomes: So what?. Short of being able to blackmail 

the government abou: the.rnodus operendi of the 1960-62 

events, the signifi :ance of mob knowledge of AMLASH 

is not readily appa ~ent. 

(t £!3). I~~·;~:~nt ~ was a double agent, working for 

the CIA but actuall' supplying information to Castro, 

then another scenar i.o emerges. It is· then logical 

to assu!ne that Cast ~o knew of the AMLASH and CIA­

organized crime ope ::-at ions from their inception .... -

As mentioned earlie:: iri.this material, Trafficante 

cou.ld have received a sanctuary and assistance in 

· smuggling contraban .i for s_uch information. ~s also . 
· · -fi?~J KnoCA;ia(q!f. 1""...6-t:-4~/.) ~-f. ~M 
discusse~ ·earlier~~. the -Corfun.~ttee beliell'e'S I ·:; 

c · . ·l • J, ~- ···~~~~ · C-45/rU::> 
~ ~iu;ss~§.a:En?J·tl'Jge:zef·£I:& 'I rs::raefti.p 

o_# WJNt tr·J~i~ <IIi~~~~-.·:c.~:. flll. ieoi""""=:Jji;z 
~Jt!;§if71b~ t!:9 kill President 

. . . 

~ contemporaneous knowledge of the plots would ~-
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c) Link thre ' a j.!l.; 
(
. ;j ~ttri.w.. , .. Je,..~~~"'ff-~ ~ 
!0,). The SSC r~•that information contained in the 
X' 6- ((._ . . r 0..-.- OJJ.i.., - CoAfrv (u.b-'M) • , 
~from "A," ~·nsfl§Hornznekz: 9 .J:;.a-i-se&~ 
the possibility tha: a link e·xisted between the 

lL~\3 \ 
~ 1 j l 
~ """ • <d I 
'~ "::i 3 • AMLASH operations a 1d the 1960-62 CIA plots to -'1-... 

'i. -E' ', . . . "?b-.... · . ~ ~ I a~sass1.nate Castro 1sin~l:.:~~~~~t'world contacts":'"' 

·\ <r_ ~ \ Qillt:.) A review of.:...t 1.e ~- ~does not 

~ ~ '\~ ( f sustain ~ ~~~;t\conject~·~~re is no· 
\-;.fi \-l ! :::r;crf{1 kule11e\1 
\..,; available evidence ::ited in the -Her :Pet. to suggest 

~~ J ~j~ that "A"~~~~ had knowledge of, 

::\]"-1;' I~ 4 or involve.ment with,· any of the syndicate or Cuban 

\ c:::r . . exiles who particip .J.ted in Phase I or II ·of the 
\ I ~ 
\. 1 sination plots during 1960-62. 

·'-....._ __ .. / ~ ~ J:.l::. R. ~ 
~~rpon the ~ tentative 

~~~~~{;~} ' 

of. ":-~arne links" between the 1960-62 

organized operatior. and AMLASH intrique, and expand 



the amo~phus nature of those."na~e links," ~hich 
. :an llf a. pM · ~~ 

included "A," .otheory "A" was the 

conduit through \vhi :h the ~yndicate became kno\·.rledgeable 

of both the AMLASH >peration and the initial CIA 

efforts to eliminat ! Castro. 

Q0.7) The only ~ ! 
5()..,.1-... a. i'lex0 

~~.basis for ~-v·s-~ 

~ between ANLASH a1d the 1960-62 CIA syndicate plots 
''A" ·.L) . · e,ld-c 

is based upon ~~speener'FL~ activit 
.· 01~ ~;... . 

in June-July 19630 r+ricli><q;!n• I v= ex~. 

~his involvement wit 1 anti-Castro exiles and "underworld 

figures" who were C?erating the·guerilla training 

camp in New Orleans in July 1963~ 

QqR) . The. "underworld figures" reference relates to 

Michael and Willian McLaney1 who have been considered 

organized crime affiliates by some law enforcement and 

CIA plots to kill Castro.or into the AMLASH operation . 

. A review ofthe Jure-July 1963 activities of McLaney ,'\.A,, . . 
and~ SsF~i:RB!H- leadf'only to the inference that 



Ci. (;1·. ~ . _.,., 

~heir operation was a private limited venture 

with no. agency or s ·ndicate support and very little 

chance of success. 

Since the Sentte did not ~interview 
\'A'' 

either of the ~1cLan "Y brothers or \9 In; Ssf,li!'l"l!!l \21!) 

. ~nor ask princi Jals of the 1960-62 plots of their '1-1, • • I • 

knowledgeztor re la ti Jnship to McLaney or· E'*f · s ~ ~ 
· -#,.J.._ • . ....,.~ uw·•""'"' 

~;Pl. question of knowledge 

of the full range c f CIA Castro piots ~\~s~d g.:m ~ I at lc, 
/rnesh'~. t- -~ · 

@~a11S a ma-~~~n~ . 



l 
\ 

\ . 

Mik~ Mc~a~ey': ties to organized crim~4have 
/HVes"flJ..'t~ _..... . . 

been ~~\-lithin .federal law 

enforcement agencie:. since. the 1950 •·s,!Gil! No solid 
~u-t•> . 

evidenc~ has linked him to Trafficante, Roselli or 
0 • ~-(..{ '-'6 \o~ . 

G1ancanar :i~Mc: .aney has been most frequently be.ero/ 
0 L·.i t t{, fhf,..J 1 ;- . . eo W-lA....i. o.. ~t. b-i<:-~<.A..w-....; 

mentwned ~""'.,Lan ;ky"'~-.¢ . To ~ 1!19~11 
o.r-:-IJ p···"' • p<>-1.1 .... +W: . 

McLaney ~ the~l9 ;o-62 plots, ~ requires a series 
-\"(';t* 

of~~~~ include: 

V(~) Heye ·Lansky was a plotter with 
Traf 'icante, · 

(!:).) McLa 1ey was Lansky's "action" man; and 

·v (3) the rarious underworld figures acted 
~. . in c mcert in promoting anti-Castro 

"'-~:::.' ',;~~{i;':i:~::. 
aret'~q _supp_?r_!:a )le with fa.ctsa nsequ~ntly 1 .a~-+£ . .(];:( -is r;~~E ~~os......,"l{.o~~\~ ""po!.s,IOOI~ ~A 
~~~ vael::ot :SpiHe-e;.e-

link. r J .,. ·• r.• "" 'S ().e.c.\."~h!: 0 'T '..0!-t: il.• 0'"\0 ~-~~'H\I(.A#"'\ 0 

(_(to.i) As indicated_ ~arlier, both Sam Giancana and 

. John Roselli were It .1rdered: sain Giancana was shot 

in the basement of 1is home in Chicago in June, 

1975 ,_. just prior tc his scheduled testimony before 

the· SSC regarding t~e CIA organized crime plots; 



·' 

.John Roselli's butcaered body was found inside 

an oil dru~ which WIS floating in Key Biscayne 

Bay, Florida in Aug 1st, 1976;~ shortly 

after his testimony before the SSC regarding the CIA~ 

organized crime plo :s. · 

(~.u3.) Various theor ~es have surfaced concerning 

why they 1t1ere kille l and who was responsible. One 

theory relevant to · :his investigation is that Giancana 

and Roselli were kilied because of their participation 

in the Castro assaslination plots and the sse attempts 

to elicit informati)n on the plots. In this 

regard, Trafficante has most often been the person 

assigned responsibiLity for the· deaths. On the other 

hand, the Justice D=partment informed the Committee 
. ·-

that it believes th1t o~ganized crime performed the 
+o R_ . tf.a.t · 

murders m1a t!o.at th = reasons"were unrelated to th·~ CIA-

. d · 1 ~~G organ~ze cr~me p cts. 

0-oa.._D The Justice [ =partment is still. investigating · 

both murders. The :ommittee has not uncovered evidence 
. :::!:+ I j ..C.d (, C. :' \ 

relevant to solvins these murders. -~~ 

Jjoc r tr 1 "'"' '"'~· howe" er, that a variety of motivations 

inspired the deathE: These motivations included 

internal mob confU c·t, especially in the case of 

Giancana, and partjcipation and knowledge of the CIA-



orga~ized crime plo~ s. 

-· · ~.o.s) ~--
The<-~tt~cl!im't'd'@!i"S h 

t~ ~-e~ 
~tha· Trafficante approved-of and 

assisted: in the mur<.erC of a:l:'::::3~ John Roselli. 
C-0-i.l.~(' 

Trafficante' s moti v .. tion -w.~ have been :to. maintain 

a low profile in col .nection 'irli th the CIA plots and 

to prevent disclosu: e of other unknown persons 

involved in the plo ~ as well as nther operations 

and activities whid1 an investigation of the plots 
.. · -r;:. ;j rne~ "11-Ai 

might uncover. To!:le-~does not 1!-aJ j s.Veo.-1!:~ 

such activities 'irler' necessarily connected to the 
. . . fo.,t ! ,, s--f-o, . ._,_l'..c .• ) 

assassination of Pr·:sident Kennedy. ~-
.. 1.\.~-to· ~ 

-Trafficante may hav :ll~a :Vert relationship with 
-tl~ 

Castro~ may hare entailed his running contraband 

through _.Cuba .into t 1e U-\,.ited States .. -.,-------;:\-_-.-. --~ L. ___ , ___ , 
.... ~~-a~) .. · . 
~Consequently although the deaths·o~ Roselli 

O,.fi!: '£~~ . 
and Giancana ~ ~ related ~ to 

assassination of P:esident Kennedy. 



f.c. 
c.--r:A 
<r~~~ 

0 . ,.., 
Act1ons ~ ConcealiJ g 

o(~ -\·hR.. 

....-~~ a...J 
-~Reactivation~ 

Continuation ef ~~ i ssassination 
.~:;; ... ._ 

Plots~ 

Attorney General Robert F._ Kennedy 

(c"JO'J) Fa~ . o.-r-.i . 
\. _fl.iii.<I""!"~ggbh~eejl·J:or.s~~~~s e: amination of the CIA's use of 
oe'(p.nrz-e.:.(l &v..~ . · .. 

the ~ in assassination cons} iracies against ~ Castro, 
e.vic.lOr>ce. · .See-'~~""~.s ·.to r...._J ~ tl:otk"-t.hsL ~~ 

the €.Q!l!ID:~~-~ib.:q,:,s.~lJee~lfTS:tili~ei ;;;J:>¥'1\Ir€hle Agency ~~9~9~..JW~..b 

the continuation of those plots in 1962 and 1963 fro~ Attorney 

General Robert F. Kennedy. fl- /J · A. + . ·- () · & . 
'l \ a.\ VJ..P-~ ~.~CI Au -~VI ...Ll-, I~+ . . ' . 

t;:.o{J_j A~ ~~i:i!>J'i.S~de..tJ;t:~~n!?iit'l e.m..$...~n__a;,.t:ewlie'ilie:G;a"t!ia.€_0..IDJD...~t~ · 

J:-rure~og.e_~J:::.e!l'i'Re:m.~~m;th·elli!C:...>J~t n:de~l'i"l:\'ile.m.u~ae-~R"le;l!-§.J) Attorney . 

General Kennedy had been told·o: the pre-Bay of Pigs phase of the 

plots during a CIA briefing on I .ay 7, 1962. CJG7 Rather th<im 

the CIA volunteering this inforr :ation ·about the existence of such. 

plots, the meeting had come abo1t when Attorney General Kennedy had 

inadvertantly learned that the <IA had secretly utilized the services 

of former. FBI Agent Robert Mahet and Chicago Mafia leader Sam Gian-
2(:,!/ -yt,_;., ~ ~- ~~u.t . 

cana a_.year ·earlier. ,_.__ · !l<__g_J a~~~n-e:<m'.<l!i" 

· M.a'~-~'!a..~Jl- during the com se of a wiretap· prosecution against 

Maheu; a prosecution· the _Agency had warned might "result in most 

damaging embarrassment to the uS. government." ~6y 
~0'9 During the ~~·brief: ng· ~~~:!!~§.~ 
~ CIA officials Sheffiel<. Edwards and Lawrence Houston in-. 

forned.Kennedy about the Agency s use of the underworld in a 1960-

19Gi. plot to assassinate castro d) 70 w:dwa!!ii!:-~. Sllilll'lmiim>'!l'mM~•~~i!m!@ 

'~miit~l;l@~-ee~hem$•~q:_a)!~~~~~ 
As the CIA's own evidence and iJ,ternal records ·of the plots has 

shown, as well as the Senate cm~ittee's investigation of the matter,. 

Edwards and Houston told Attorn•·y General Kennedy that the assassi-

nation efforts against Castro h. d begun during the Eisenhower Admini­

stration, had climaxed at .the t me of the Bay of Pigs invasion, and 

"had been terminated completely " ;)Jj 

.... · .·,...·:;;:,"§ 

> ··:;_;::;;~t,:~1 
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-:-· /DLJ 
. .· . . . 

. .· . 

{j;-16) Yet,·. as the. CIA an~ Senate evidence 

Committea's investigation has ccnfirmed, 

makes clear, and as the 
- Or'I\C\11ti..Ji C\i'.-...e, 

the CIA~~ plots were · 

actually being reaci~ivated and jntensified at ~he very time that 

Agency officials were telling Attorney General Kernedy that they 
. , . , 'l-1,.-; .:c&R. 

had been 'term1nated.' ~ _1 Jn the ~~~gnaGenea~ 

Re)?:0;r.,.~~~. j t was noted that 
~ 

The Attorney General "'as ·not told that the gambling 
syndicate (assassination) cperation·had already-been re­
activated, nor, as far as \· e knm.,, ,.,as he ever told that 
CIA had a continuing invol\ement with u.s. gangster 
elements. ;;.. 7~/ 

.
(;;._1 i) While_ noting the accuracy < nd veracity of the p·r~ceding 
\: ..I6-R. . . . 

conclusion ;from the ~~·~.~~~ 
. . . . . .:::c: & R... 

~~ other sta1 ements in the ~eB:e.~R'e~l;lb . 
Secvn ,·~4 .· . · c.r A 1..o 

that ~ee~attempt to justify. excuse, or even deny the Kqew~~~a 

concealment· of. this important i1 formation about the plots from 

'Attorney General Ke~nedyhpwv<... )<.e.IIJ -~. 

~\l-) La~ren~e Houston, the CIA'~ former .gene;al counsel~· tes~ified 
. in 1975 that Attorney General Ktnnedy had voiced strong anger over 

· · C::I:A . . · . · 
the ~s use of the Mafia d1.ring his briefing by Edwards ··and· 

Houston on May_ 7,. 1962. · ll_J'" l.ouston, who testified that while 

Edwards was familiilr with the p: ots, he (Houston) \V"as not, stated 

that Kennedy had specifically o: dered that he be· personally notified 

before the Agency ever c.onsider. ·d utilizing ·organized c'rime figures. 

again. m Houston testified: "If you have ever seen Mr. 

Kennedy's eyes· get steely and h.s jaw set and his voice get low 

and precise, you get a definite feeling of unhappiness." . ..;[zz 
·Houston testified that Kennedy had stated, "I trust that if you 

ever .try to do business with or rani zed crime again - with gangsters -

you \vi11 let the Attorney Gener tl know." 27J> Former Offic"e of 

Security Director Edwards simil •rly testified that Kennedy. had 

demanded, "I \·Tant you t~ let me kn01v about these things." .;;i_.7j 
.r . ttt!J/ .~.-r,.r.? .· .· . 
(~l3)In the I~~~, it 

was noted that Attorney General Kennedy believed tha.t ·as a result 

NW 47055 Docld:32273547 Page 115 
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of the m~eting, he would be tole 6f any such future actions 

contemplated by the Agency. The Inspector General concluded, 

"From reports of the briefing, :t is.reasonable to assume that 

Kennedy believed he had such a <Ommitment from Agency represent­

atives." :J8t) 

~FO. 
\'lent 

. . . ./.' 
~~eweM~, the : nspector General's Report then 

t.,i1-Ale.~«· . 
on to conclude} that Edward! had "probably acted properly" 

in concealing knowledge of the :eactivation and continuation of 

the Mafia plots from Robert F. Lennedy. The CIA Report stated: 

~i5) 

The gambiing syndicat• · operation had been taken 
from him, and, in retrospec:t,_ he probably acted properly 

_in briefing the Attorney· G• ·neral on only that aspect of 
the operation for which he had been responsible--and of 
which he had direct, per so: .al knowledge. ,).~/ · 

One page later in the. Repo: ·t, the Inspector General· went on 
. . 

to state!~ "the Attorney Ge•~ral on 7 May 1962 was given a 

full and ·frank ac"count of the A rency' s relations \'lith _Maheu, 

Roselli, and Giancana· in the ca ;tro operation •.• " ...7J'..t.. 

--~~~,.~~~~~ 
-rl..c. ~e. ,,;.,t...,$1 ~ \~ . - - · . · · . 
~in the Inspec ~or General's Report~ the· official-

· · . - · _ _ de~s-\l'"(i.:te. o.. la..c.K of 'Uood ·.f.,;-11-,. 
Agency document on the. CIA-Mafi t assassination conspiraciesp The 

e ;tatement that Edwards "probably 

acted properly" in concealing.t1e continuation of the murder plots 
.· j S . M IS ~~ 0. "Gi . ·il'l C' )((..UA.-..\.:tlc: • 

frorr .. •.-torne_l• General KennedX.,)! ~~·:!iim&i•eEl'i) 3' 
.r C::r 1<-r;;----~~-. ... - . 

~ iM>!Hoib~ ·Further, the ~ :~ description of 
· o..lso 

the briefing on May 7, · 1962 as ''full and frank" is !il~ 

untruthful, in.light of the rea::tivation and continuation of the 

plots~ under the direction of Deputy Director Richard Helms, 

CIA agent William Harvey, and f-' 1fia leader John Roselli. ~ 

~~""~~·h'E~~~mstA~.:i~ --flv, ~,.,JJ.,.._~ --"' . - ··-··---·-- --·-· --- --·-:-wli~ C...il'o'\Sccl-c.w•-1 

~~~~ is all t_l1e more disturbing ~ 

-~ that the Inspector General 's Office kne\v that Ed\·rards' m·m 

assistant was then still invol\ ed in ~he plots, \vith Ed\var~ 
,..--- - -

:~.~-~~~~-~ .. --~~~~-~-~~~-~~-: __ :~:?._)~~~he Inspector General also 
knew that Edwards had personally prepared a fraudulent internal 

. . . . . ·....:::. ~-:~ 

=====....,..;;;;;;;;;· mxcm.~* .ai.:a:o-t_"t:GiiZi!:tz"ii'ii"tOC~JiS:aSi~Plt~~~a;;.~ 



'11' ~-...--:_. I u ~ , -

memorandum for the files, in \.,.hjch he ~hat the 

assassination plot and utilizab ori of John Roselli was being 
"1 ~ 

dropped. J-~l~ . 

(n0 The "implications of the I:;-m ~§l~E!tl~SOoiii'~ conclusions 

about. the adequacy and prop.riet) of Sheffield Ed\ ... ards and. Lawrence· 

Houston's May 1962 briefing-of Jttorney General Kennedy are serious~ 

The Inspector General's Office vas C!"l:"e-a~ cognizant of the fact 

that Edwards had withheld - and the.reby concealed - the continuation 

of the plots from Robert Kenned~, and more import~ntly, that this 

.concealment of information conc(rning the Mafia murder plot was in 

direct disobedience· to the AttoJ ney General' s·_ personal direction; 
.• . 

· ~~fft'he-Uffiiiiii~t"'tre=e-:-:v'""~-=e'"'"w"'s=-_-:s~u::-c=<=-h---;;.~;;:;~=-::: ~ disobeyal of. the Attorney -----7 . . 
·· General's orde_rs to be of utmos1 seriousness, particularly-in 

the gravity and nature of th1 operations in uestion. 

'lth±-1-e 'fbe concealment of tl.e reactivation and continuation of 
CrA-

~\l!WJj!!!Mafia assassination 1 ·lot :from Attorney General Kennedy 

Kennedy - was picootme 

Inspector General's 

app.a~ant endorsement and justif. cation of such concealment ir:. . 
. c. fc;o ~)(1'.,.,"'1\' 

the Report p:t;"epared for Directo: · Helms_ ,in 1967.· ~s even-l!IQ.:t;~ 

-~~f,.,~s~, 

~ !o) The Agency's ~1-- wi thhol• ling of information pertaining to 

the.CIA-Mafia assassination· atb!mpts from the Warren· commission 

. (whieh -never ~'tlt sucl:'rm [tters -in-1-9-64' becomes all the more 
io~jl!l'l~C)eo~~l~~ .. ·_ .. · .. · .... _· 
~~)when the. withholding of_ the same matters. from the Attorney_ 
... ·---~·-
General (who did ·ask for· such i >formation in 1962) is ~~Wii~' 

~t these two seperate witnnoiiings and concealments may have been 

-~directly connected is a_ possibi .ity the Committee believes cannot 

' \.. .... be dismiss d 
(~ ·iq) lvhile the propriety ~ ~ these Agency actions in 

1962 and 1964 in~st be seriousl-y questioned, the judgments and 
.:I: (:,-R. . 

statements of the )!~~~must-be \.,.eighed 

just as seriously. As the most important. embodime-~t ·of internal 

checks arid balances within the \gency, the Inspector General's 

Office is intended to serve the function of conducting official 

inter~al reviews and investigations of potential wrongdoing and 

\ 
\ 



\n \<tv>'-"--~ abuse. "'!L.~~~(j;\1~ ·The find ngs and judgments of the Inspector 

General have lorig been integial to ~he continuing integrity and 

\•/ell being of the Agency Is oe_er. tions and rcti vi tiez .. ~~lm 
.. . ·- . . . '14- ( ~~~~..,4.,..,;·\t..!J ; 

~mi11--_;k1;sJ;a'elilf.i'B!~fi0~f.iEl!:lilft<£l;,;t1a~e-.u~t'a"if'.J.l<: -;;ra~i~:~~U1;.he judgments reached 

- x~ 
by the Inspector General in 196. regarding the propriety of t • {) , .. "-t· 

·C. t• -
Sheffield Edwards' actions in tl e briefing of Attorney __ General 0~'<'' ,,.,f_ .• / 

· ~<-{ .!'ii;:f j,.;.,.;~;/ f{,,_ h-v-'·C;(,..;:.) 0\- -tJ.-11- '.).' (.~ 
Kennedy about the assassination plots in Nay of 19 62111 <P- To. State \.J 

in.l967 that Ed~ards had "probal ly acted properly" in withholding 

the important information that le did,. and to characterize the 

May 7th briefing as "full and flank," repres~nts a mistake in 

judgement, aild-depa-:t=-~k-om..:..tr.l th-~-s--as-seriu'crs-a~e­

Cernm-i:-t-tee---ha-s-.fo.und-.in-:-i-t:s-:--i-nve-! t:ig-crttcm-or-t:h-e-~L.~j'l§"~~ 

drx-a-ss~nat±orr-p:J:otsJ~ ~.former Director ·Richard 

Helms ~ ~ described (I~ "not • • • very savor·y.:95. 

. 1~cJ7(ob ~~afu~3. .... j{ is r 

~· 
·------~ . . . .. . \. 
\ 

. * ~~""tbe vie\11S and conclusions . 
reached· in the 1967 Irspector General's Report do not ne- \ 

,.---~ cessarily :e~lect the judgment abou~ such rnat~ers by present l 
/1::[+ 'S~'~ k ~Agency ofhc~als. ~l~Y,§!!f~IIIIR~~~e;!;e ! 
\\ ·~ , . ~ that a principal authc~ of the 1967 Report has served as ! 
-,~,bk).;:! ~'-:'_:::~_::=_!.../the Agency's official liaison to the Committee durin'? ~h~ I 

\ course of its investi~ation, coordinating Agency a7t1v~t~els I 
\ and responses relating to the investigation of Pres1dent 
~ · Kennedy's dea~ · 

--·----~ 

........ ~. ~- ·:··~-. ::· ·. 
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. 6"!) ,.·:.-~· ;_~·~.-C:..":' :--;. . .._ ~:- .,·::· .. '-'_t~.t~..o;-_ _.. . .:_,:::_.~ 
IV. c-9NGLYS..I.o~ s . 

A. AMLASH OPERATION 

. (~ill.)) l. 

(;;..."l 1) 2. 

;-he: rc i :> 
!IlH-B-e6~ ~'"FlttBS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE 
AMLASH OPEruTION PROVOKED PREMIER CASTRO 
TO ASSASSINlTE PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN RETALIATION. 

· ~,·5-.t-'..t-- i : r ... t..t_._;.tt.c.u;......:t -r.?.9:..,,;J..\:;•<--<.c.. '• I' . • 
~mi-T~ ~AS··~EBN rABJ::E TO ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER THE AMLASH OPERATION _PRIOR TO THE DEATH 
OF PRESIDEN~ KENNEDY CAN BE CHARACTERIZED AS 
AN ASSASSINJTION PLOT. 

(2- 'l...:.t_-) 3. _ASSUMING THJ T AMLASH WAS NOT AN ASSASSINATION 
PLOT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND 
THAT CASTRO UNCOVERED ITS EXISTENCE AND Sr,OPE, 

-..,.~~-~IT IS HIGHLY-UNLIKELY 
.THAT CASTRO IIJOULD HAVE BEEN PROVOKED IN A 
MANNER SUFFjCIENT TO INDUCE ASSASSINATING 
PRESIDENT KINNEDY IN RETALIATION. 

ASSUMING THJT AMLASH WAS AN ASSASSINATION 
PLOT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
AND THAT CA1TRO UNCOVERED ITS EXISTENCE AND 
SCOPE, ~ S!'IHH 115:8~ !8SII!lii'!!IAS IT IS SiLll­
UNLIKELY TIDT CASTRO WOULD HAVE RESORTED TO 

. ASSASSINATfi,' ,THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
IN RETALIAT:ON. 

~~~ANY KNOWLEDGE ON 
THE PART OF ORGANIZED CRIME OF THE AMLASH 
OPERATION OJ ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN ORGANIZED 
CRIME FIGURI S INVOLVED IN THE CIA-ORGANIZED 
CRIME PLOTS AND AMLASH WOULD NOT ALTER THE 
CONCLUSION ~ HAT CASTRO WAS NOT INVOLVED IN 
TilE ASSASSII ATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. 

-



B. CIA-ORGANIZED C :IME PLOTS 

(J..l.)) 
\ . 

( ') .• •·) ... , ...... 

~~\..L ... ..\.. 
1. ~ 1~ NO EVIDENCE THA'r THESE 

OPERATION ; PROVOKED PREMIER CASTRO TO 
ASSASSINA''E PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN RETALIATION. 

Ti..t..A_,t .,;,, ' . . 
2. -~Mil4&I.:~ NO CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE 

THAT CAST (0 KNE\v OF THE EXISTENCE OF THESE 
PLOTS DUR NG THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY; 

t;()t.:f~~l:~~- .L~};§.T..EQ . .Q,!.Q_bJ!'~.R~L9J~ .. .:±:ru;_~R EXISTENCEt, 
· .,... 'D~~~~~CASTROprol::ob;y 

WOULD HAV; ~D THEM ~THE 

3. 

. 4. 

5. 

CIA. 11+\r-j\)~tC.{ -1--o 

ASSUMING ·.'HAT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT ;I 
KENNEDY T !AT CASTRO DID LEARN OF THE EXISTENCE·. ij 
OF THESE 'LOTS AND THAT THE CIA WAS SPONSORING · J 
THEI\1, 'l'{olil ~~.IT. IS":UNLIKELY 
THAT CASTW WOULD HAVE RESORTED TO ASSASSINATING 
THE PRESIJENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
-::r:-\- 1 J- _)I _,.._,.,.$&";-j \' 'Y..~.C;'l5 · 

. ~~~ THAT ORGANIZED CRIME 
WAS INVOL!ED IN ATTEMPTS TO ASSASSINATE CASTRO 
INDEPENDE~T OF ANY CIA OPERATIONS. . . . . . A ·. 
T~M~~~ d PRINCIPAL 
REASON WH{ ORGANIZED CRIME PARTICIPATED IN THE 
PLOTS WAS TO STRING THE CIA ALONG AND THUS 
FOSTER A ;ROWING RELATIONSHIP WHICH COULD 
SUBSEQUENrLY BE EXPLOITED TO PREVENT PROSECUTIONS 
OF THE OR;ANIZED FIGURES INVOLVED IN THE PLOTS. 

6 •. ~~ JOHN ROSELLI· USED 
THE FACTS OF THE CIA-ORGANIZED CRIME PLOTS TO 
FABRICA'J'I:: THE RETALIATION THEORY IN EFFORTS 
TO PREVENr HIS PROSECUTION IN LEGAL MATTERS. 
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Ibid. ·a:t· 69 .. The 1967 Insf ector General's Report took note 
of the leverage that those involved in the murder plots had 
attained as.a result of their association with the CIA. In one 
section of the Report (pages 128-129) titled, "Should we try 
to silence those who are t<lking or might later?" (emphasis 
theirs) the Inspector Gene1al's Office noted that one or more 
of the conspirators, most likely john Roselli, was then leaking 
information about the plot~ to newsmen Drew Pearson and Jack 
Anderson. The Report discu~sed the possibility that Agency 
pressure could· be brought to bear on Roselli and the others to 
preserve the secrecy of the past assassination plots. The Report 
went on to note that, "NonE of them·would have compunctions 
about dragging in his CIAconnection when he was.being pushed 
by law enforcement authorities." 
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