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'1uRe: ~ . Otero leads

- ‘Some’ 1nterest1ng new developments have come up. relatlng to .
>~ the.Rolando Otero leads and I thought it would be d' - good. 1dea,m

- to-organize.(for both’ of us) what we have so far and where ;‘“

L we, should ‘go with it. ;

1[F1rst of all, there are. deta1ls in Otere s background wh1ch may
be sxgn1f1cant1y related . to what we're. 1nterested ‘in. Gtero
' was first tried last August in Jacksonville in a Federal’ court
on chargés relatlng to ‘nine bomblng incidents he is. alleged -
- to have: commltted in Miami on October 17th and’ December 3rd
.. ‘and-4th, 1975. As Federal agents’ 1ater sdadmitted, the’ heart .
of- the1r case was based on information- supplled by ‘Ricardo”
- 'Morales. Morales never. testified at. that trial’ because, I
oa ccordlng to Federal" prosecutors, he 'wasn't avallable 4
.. Morales was working at that time (and ;still. is) .for. the
. Security Section' of the ‘Venezuelan' pollce department Yet
..“while' the: trial was going on in Jacksonv111e Morales traveled
~_regularly between Miami and Caracas.. I had no- problem locatlng Es
- him myself (I got the:number of the. glrlfrlend he ‘was' living b;
. “with here).and just missed him one weekend before’ he, returned .
© ¢+ ..to Caracas. He dropped in frequently ‘at:the Little Havana A
‘dAct1v1t1es ‘Center: to’chat with his -oldfriend- Rafael V111averde
“a guy with heavy 1nte111gence connectlons . BRI s

I didn't pursue Worales at the timeé because what I wanted ‘to
- talk to.him about then wasn't pressing. Morales hlmself has -
{“:an interesting: background He was once a member of Castro's .
-. ».Intelligence Agency (G-2), defected and became a hlghly trained
- . explosives expert and contract agent for the C.I.A: worklng ‘
~. openly: for the Agency as late as - 1965 in thé: Congo ~He was very .
. close: to Bay of Pigs leader ‘Manuel Artime. and‘a member of ©
. Operation 40, the special- 3553551nat10ns unit. He was ¢harged
with at. least one murder here but never tried. ~ In. 1968 he.
- was arrested for'a:series of bombings but he became an F.B.I,
“* informant and was never‘sentenced. He was the ch1ef government’ .
" witness in’the 1968 trial of Orlando Bosch, who was:convicted - . -
» “and sentenced to 10 years. (He was paroled in 1972, Sklpped the .
~country and was free until his. arrestein Caracas’ w1th Veciana-- =
.. dssociate Luis Posada. this year-on charges of blowing up the ’
. ‘Cubana Airlines plane in Barbadoes. Morales reportedly set" him ~
fiup for the arrest, whlch may be Just protectlve custody ) ‘ E

!.gWhat I wanted to. .talk to Morales about last year was- an. 1tem 1n"'r

a: transcrlpt of a tape recordlng that emerged ,in the. Bosch tridl Ce

:t‘iof 1968, In a secretly taped meetlng with BOSCh Morales talked |
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W, about ”a fellow named Hunt" who 'gave $15 000 to some-
'fkrepresentat1v351of Cuban ‘Power ‘to place bombs " Bosch
. » later assumed ‘that Hunt is the "one of the. wells," but
AR wonder about that. N ' .
i At any rate with Morales never being called to testlfy in 3 -
5f30tero s Federal trial, :Otero .was found not gullty of - every
- count., That seemed to really disturb the F.B.I. -dndy ’
' doubt, -1ts ‘trusted informant Morales, because 1mmed1ate1y
f}@afterwards ‘the Bureau and Morales teamed up with State.
jvauthor1t1es to smack Otero again with the’ same nine’ charges
’j}thls “time-on a State Tevel. And this. time the trial was held
“not in an urban settlng but in the back ‘country of Florida s
*;;Panhandle ‘where most. of ‘the jurors, although employees of".
o EgliniAir: Force Base, were . actually residents of Alabama,p
. red- blooded Amerlcans who- knew the’ dlfference between: the"
- +good-guy -F.B.I." agents and .some crazy Cuban bomber.’ Never-n
_rtheless, Otero was found gu1lty of. only one of the nine
r,ichargeS' that 'of plac1ng a bomb in.a'locker at Miami. alrport
-“The- prosecutlon had presented a, locker handle’ with his. ;
“thumb:print.on it., - Otéro's lawyers claimed that’ Morales had
enough- sophlstlcated C.I:A. training .to know how :to ‘transfer -
a print -and ‘that if Otero.could not be linked to ‘the- other‘“
bomblngs only Morales‘could have done them. I think Otero
‘made a s1gn1f1cant p01nt in his defense. -when, after- adm1tt1ng
. ‘he'was a fanatic anti-Communist and.terrorist; he said ‘that -
.any -bombs’ placed within the United States were of" propaganda
~value. only ‘to Castro. Nevertheless, Otero was found guilty on.f
that one count and, for that single charge, g1ven 40 years., o“

‘._Now all of that may be important in terms of the 1nformataon
. ~. Otero; is. prov1d1ng us and where it is going. Although -the
-FiB.I. seemed to be out'to get Otero, a- Bureau ‘reportiI. got -l
\e*1nd1cates ‘that strange th1ngs happened early in 1ts"efforts  ;-*”’
hfto gather 1nformat10n relating Otero’ to the bomb1ngs.7 ‘ 3

~‘Also relevant, may be this: In 1975, Otero says, ‘he was"” 1nvolved fﬁ

L ER e plot to- kill Castro in: Venezuela.; That plot, he says,
o was pIanned ‘without the support ‘or: knowledge of the C.I.A.
** One of: ‘those. 1nvolved in the plot was Otero's.friend. Hector
‘“fSerrano./;Early in January, 1976, Serrano caught a_ Tuilor tHat
- heyT ‘Antonio ‘Gonzalez and Ciro- Orlzondo were. going.: to be?
. wframed by . the F.B.1. 11nk1ng them to a“connection: ‘with" Otero

. and:the: bomb1ngs. Fearing that, Serranc went.to’ the F.B. T, and

j,told them his story. Sh

;'Accordlng to the F.B.I. report, Serrano told the Bureau that
-Gonzalez had béen in touch w1th Arturo Cobos, descrlbed ‘as’
""a Cuban known to have contacts in ‘the C.T. A "
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QThls is. what the F.B.I. report then sayS"”Cobos furnlshed the
. name. 6f Bernardo Torres...as the man to call with contacts: on
' -a high-1eével with the C.I.A. in Washington, D.C. Torres .. "

advised’ Gonzalez that he contacted his ' source .in the C.I. A

" and.learned that the- F.B.I. is aware. that Rolando Otero d1d

nf_commlt the ‘bombings, and- that Otero's three fr1ends,1C1ro _
‘"Orizondo, Tony Gonzalez and Hector Serrarno are going to be‘

" framed- by, the F.B.I. for their involvement in the same
‘bombings. ‘Gonzales stated -that on:January 14, 1976, the

:j?fC T.A: was sendlng a man down to Miami, Florlda ‘to. arrlve
= at ‘about 12:30 p.m., January 14, 1976, “to 1nterV1ew ‘these -
. men, who. should get to a 'safe' house 1n Miami unt11 the .

o C.IVA, man. arrives."

.ftWhat ‘happened then was this: A fellow by the name of. Mlke Hallz'
’Lsuddenly shows fp - in Miami. He. gathers together Otero's -

‘fassoc1ates ‘and -takes them to a "safe house" where, “he : assuresl

wzthem, they'll be safe from an F.B.I. frame up. -He holdsthem

there for a couple of days.during. which time. they are visted
by Ricardo Morales, who fills them in:on the'details'of Otero's

E involvement. ‘With the ‘bombings. Hall’ then gathers together
‘a couple:of Otero's tape recorders, a typewriter ‘(which, he

'yihlnts, may. have been used to write notes relating ‘to the
. ~bombings) and a few other pieces of equipment and leaves

town with it. all That's the last anyone sees of the stuff

- oY Mlke Hall

4h0tero s attorneys later discovered that there is, 1ndeed :
"Mike Hall. ' He supposedly is a Treasury ‘Agent in the aneapollc
. bureau of, the Alcohdl, Tobacco Tax and Firearms Division... -

':quls telephone in St. Paul 612-725- 7092) He wouldn't. talk

'Labout ‘his actions but said he used to- be the ATT&F. agent in:
~’charge ‘of the Miami office until 1974.° He said he received a =
~+call from an old "informant" (Torres). who supposedly wouldn't ==

. talk. with” ‘anyone else in ATT&F except" him.© So he 1mmed1ately '

flew in' from- ‘Minneapolis and did his stuff. I hear the' F. B 4  4:r

“'has filed .an- off1c1a1 protest about his 1nvolvement.

{Thls is the way I read the 31gn1flcance of Hall's actlons
- “think he (and- whoever he works for) wanted to make sure that

[whlle Morale's was. helplng the F.B.I. to build its case agalnst ;
. Otero, the Bureau didn't. stunble across’ any untutored witnesses

- or ev1dence ‘that would" have.knocked the case out’ early. Hence '
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Hall's quick visit ‘to. Miami, the. "safe. house” bit and"the -~ .

.gatherlng of the ”ev1dence.”

What I flnd 1nterest1ng, con51der1ng the p0551b111ty that OterO'

~could be out for- revenge, is that he doesn't put in such a
~likely " candldate as Moralesinto ‘the Kennedy assa551nat10n,;
:vespec1a11y since he admits he ‘'doesn't have any ‘hard- evidence

. .relating to the names he did give us.  And he seems to have ' -
" been- acqualnted with Bernardo de Torres only perlpherally,» he‘

othersless so. In addition, what he did give us he. readlly

'admlts he got from a third party
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What we have_so far on Bernard de Torres is this: He”Showed'

. up in New|Orleans very early.in Garrison's 1nvest1gatlon
*"clalmlng he ‘had important information. - He said he was
a private|detective inMiami and wanted to help.. .Garrison

recalls he mentioned the name of State Attorney: Rlchard

~~Gerstein as. an entree. Miami- newspaper. clippings at - the~-ro

“time describe Torres as the "military coordinator .of = ' (-

]f:Brlgade 2506." He refused to comment-to reporters on his

" role-ini-Garrison's 1nvest1gat10n“ '"He said some of the v
ﬂ”angles were 'classified,!’ such as reports of an Oswald . :
+visit here.”i My personal opinion 'is that, from my experlence,
'fanyone who .comes up withi'a story putting Oswald in Miami C

is a source of- mlslnformatlon ]- However, according to the .

-clippings: “Torres was among :a group of .ten Cubans who .
"~ helped- Secret Service men" protect Pre51dent Kennedy when he
m.v131ted Miami- four days before his a553551nat10n.”

The latter is interesting because the only one: who ever had a

'story of- localites assisting Secret.Service men here in Miami

on-‘Kennedy's visit was. Jerry Patrick Hemmlng, who™ says he. also..

" was ‘involved in that securlty effort.  Miami Police: reports.
~ list Torres as an associate of Anselmo Leon:Alliegro, an old
pal of Hemm1ng s. Police once Found a quantity of exp1051ves

and weapons in Alliegro's home. Alliegro said they belonged
to Torres.

iTorres also has a connection with a. bouthue that is owned by
another Otero 1ead Norman Diaz. Diaz is the father in-law -
“of-Miami City Comm1551on Manolo Rebozo, a close associate of

Manuel Art1me s and a former member of 0perat1on 40 hlmself

-Today Garrlson feels that  Torres was one of his early sources

“of misinformation. He ‘hasn't yet checked his files -on him, ‘but
Lffrom recollectlon he says whatever 1nformat10n Torres prov1ded e
" never .went anywhere. The latest cllpplng I have on Torres reports

that he was going to be-summoned to" testify before a- Federal
grand jury-in Washington investigating the assassination of .

ﬁhChlllan Forelgn M1n1ster Lete11er.' That was early thlS year

-:_yI don't plan to . approach Torres until I run the full c1rc1ej'

around him. It's the little things that make ‘me..feel he may be

~ _important. Otéro,; for instance, told me that the source of his
.11nformat10n Juan .Adames, the fellow he was in the® Broward County -
"Jail with for a brief . perlod ‘visited his, Otero's, girlfriend °

when he was out for a short whlle last summer,. Bob Rosenblatt,

jOtero s attorney, was recently talking to her and ‘asked -her
" ‘about it. . She said ‘that Adames dropped by just to tell her how

~ “tmuch he wa's in-sympathy with Otero's: plight and that he ‘would
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try to help as much as péssible,.  Sheé said it was just a: brief

5soc1al visit. Yet, she volunteered, he. did happen to bring up

“the name of Bernardo Torres and asked if Otero had ever mentioned
~ him to: her. (Adames knew that Otero has been :in regular telephone
r~contact w1th her from"his Panhandle prison.) She said- she told

&
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>_Adames that she did not Xnow Torres and that Otero’ had only
-’p01nted him out to her once in a movie theater.

'_-It seems to me that Adames may have gone out of. hlS way ‘to g,.
~ - check on whether or not Otero was passing around. 1nformatlon ,
~which he, Adames, may have let slip to him in the’ cameraderle
qof a prlson cell. ;

11}Meanwh11e, I finally found Juan Adames. (a k a.. Juan Isador
“Juan: Tappia; Victor Manuel AIonzo. ). (D:0.B.: 7- 15-41;+born: ‘
‘Dominican Republic; 170 1bs, brown hair, brown eyes, 5’9” tall)j;’

He is:in the Dade Correctional Instltutlon a State prison

L in Florlda City, about 35, miles from Mlaml. He* was arrested
“ine ForttLauderdale in June, 1976, on forgery and worthless
_ gcheck charges. So Otero's story about ‘meeting him in the -
 jail there checks out. Adames bonded- out for a brief =
° period last summer, was brought back for trial, was. found
‘ gu11ty and” sentenced to 18 months. |

'fAccordlng to 1nvest1gators in the Broward State Attorney s
‘office, Adames ‘is a sophisticated c¢on man. ' Yet he now

desperately wants to get out of jail and has been cooperatlng

.. with them. - One of the areas Adames is ta1k1ng about- 1nvolves
-, individuals.who conspire ‘to rob armories in order to-sell or-
exchange the weapons for narcotics, 'small time" ‘hoods* ‘with'.

«1nd1rect ‘connections to organized crime. . Adames. said hé was .-
mt‘worklng with such a gang’, ‘casing targets by photographlng them ‘
.- in.-advance. ‘Adames claims . he is a professional freelance . g

photographer. When investigators asked him how he ‘got, 1nvolved”

- with the’.gang, Adames said that one of the members happened to °

see in his’ apartment some documents which belonged to. a close -
friend of his in the armaments business, Bernardo de Torres.ﬁs',
To show the investigators that he was telllng the .truth, '

. Adames produced a sheaf of ‘documents which’ obv1ously belong
-. ~to Torres. They deal with the sale of weapons to the: Mex1can:x‘
. and -Columbian- governments -and to the DEA in Mexico C1ty
““Torres is listed on one of the documents as "Director of
' -Operations:” for Central and South America" for the M111tary
?wArmament Copporatlon.

"ﬂThe Chalrman of the Board of Military Armament Corporatlon is f:
'Lour old frlend M1tche11 Livingston. WerBell ITI., -

The pieces are coming together.

»@I'm follow1ng up, planning to approach Adames~ undercover.a Ke
“soonas I get a chance, I'll send you copies of all the key -

Lv-qstuff I have on WerBell. The. 1atest word I have is . that ‘our S
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‘old. 544 Camp St. buddy, Gordon Novel, is living on WerBell's -
,gestate in Georgia. Small world. ' T
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