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E}CE:CUTIVE SESSION )
EXECUTIVE SESSION.

sLz Comn I TTEE ‘ 4
el BUSENESS MEETING
_ S
1

/%55 FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1978

4. House of Representatives, /<)

Select Committee on AsSassinations,ﬂQ

Washington, D. C ad
g? The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:40 a.m., in
fbom B-236, qé%%éé:%gaées Capitpl, Hon. Louis Stokes,(éhairmag)
presiding.
Present: RepreSentatives Stokes, Preyer, Fauntrdy, Burke
Dodd, Edgar, Devine and McKinney. 5
Also present:.ﬁi,Rd'Blakey, K. Klein¢, M. Goldsmith, J.

Smith, E. Berning, G. Cornwell and S. Brady.

M—‘\—-—s

Chairman

T Me- Stokes. A quorum is now present. The committee will
be in order.

The Chair will recognize Professor Blakey.

Mr.Blakey. Mr. Chairman, the matters fhat will be broughf
before the committee this morning deal with the substance of
what procedure of investigatioan; would be appropriate
therefore that the meeting be in executive session.

Chairman
M. Stokes. The Chair will entertain a motion.
Mr. Preyer. I so move, Mr. Chairman.

Cha Trwean ) .
%ﬁa Stokes. It has been properly moved that the committee

BXECUTIVE SESSION
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go into executive session .for reasons stated and the gierk

will call the roll.

97;’15. -l?erning. Mr. Stokes.
Chairmay

%m; Stokes. Aye.
Ms. Berning. Mr. Devine.
Mr. Devine. Aye.
Ms. Berning. Mr. Preyer.
Mr. Preyer. Aye.
Ms. Berning. Mr. McKiﬁneyL
Mr. McKinney. Aye.
Ms. Berning. Mr. Fauntroy.
Mr. Fauntroy. Aye.
M;. Berning. Mr.’Thone.
@o response,.’]
Ms. Berning. Mrs. Burke.
Mrs. Burke. Aye.
Ms. Berning. Mr. Sawyer.
E\Io response;b
Ms. Berning. Mr. Dodd.
E\Id .responsej

Ms. Berning. Mr. Ford.

[@o response;}

Ms. Berning. Mr. Fithian.

&Io response_.)

Ms. Berning. Mr. Edgar.
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1 and dQﬁgingvit again. Then you lose the umbrella and you can
2 see the President. _ _ .
) v ‘
3 ‘%VWe have photographs taken by other people immediately
’ 4 after the shooting. Evefyone in the plaza is facing the
5 | knoll, running in that direction, and the umbrella man and
6. his friend are the only two people standing facing the
7 complete opposite direction and then the umbrella man is
8 sitting down, which no one else is doing. That is why the
9 || critics have focused on him so much, though they have never
10 | seen this particular photograph.
C‘Ia;k‘mar- v ] ;
11 « 4 M. Stokes. Mr.Devine has offered a very good suggestion.
12 Mrs. Burke. Could I suggest a resolution that would
) 13 authorize thel¢hairman; in his discretion, to approve the

press release, consisteht with the dignity of the%committee,

iia 15 not involving the committee in an umbrella theory and consist-
B : ‘
5'5" 16 ent with Time-Life's permits.
: _
i / 17 Mr. McKinney. I would so move.

a . Chaivma, : . - % :
el 18 2 Me. Stokes. You have heard the resolution. Do you

» Y S

[T ) oE

AT want a record vote? '

[ 5 5
o 20 Mr. Blakey. I don't think that is necessary.

B . .

] ) .

. 21 There are a couple of matters of information you should
& -

‘v be aware of.
of g 22 ,

LTI

§’;j 23 The committee is going into court on Monday in Memphis
o .

w .r- 7 3 # 3 . 3

.Q?f 24 to examine the records of a hospital dealing with

,':;;". ;’

25 ||’
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There are two other matters I would brig? to your”atten—
tion. One is an outstanding issue. FormerrPresident ford
was a member of the Warren Commission. Some.time in the
next tqé%ﬁiﬁégqé%ﬁx days he probably oﬁght to be talked |

to and I would soliégt your advice on the way in which that

N
e

occurs.
If he is in town for another purpose, it might be

appropriate to have an executive session in which he could
' 2

come in and talk about the‘WarrenvCommissioqénd his role on
it.

" If he is going to be in Colorado for any period of

DocId: 32266680 WRage 5
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;WOdlg,it be advisable for the cbmmittée, with due dignity, to
;élease these to the press with an effort being made to
solicit anyone who could iden't-ify the individuals?
Q?Tﬁéhumbrella man is in no sense a central figure in the
committee's investigdtioh. He is a central figure in the &
critical literature. The argument is made that he had an
umbrella on a sunny day and that the umbrella was raised
just befofe the assassination and was soméhpw a signal
relating to the assassination.

If it were possible to identify him and have him come
forward, it might be one way which that aspect of the
critical literature could be explained.

Our ability to identify him simply'by showing this
photograph to people in Dallas is limited. If we release
it to the press;, - they could obviously give it nation-wide
circulation.

There are plusses and minuses if we did this. It might
appear to some credible people we are pursuing the umbrella
man theory, which lacks a certain credibility.

On the other hand, if these are printéd and we indicate
we don't know who the person is, I suppose oné of the first
things that will be raised is, "Why didn't you give it to the
press earlier? We could have identified him at any time."

I don't know that there is an easy answer either way.

I also don’t know that this is a terribly important issue,

but if we were to do it} it probably ought to be done now and

e 6
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it would require a committee resolution to make them public.

gﬁ\i might add it might also require the permission of Time-

Life, since they are their photographs.

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman.

Chairman N ﬁ

M. Stokes. Mr.Dodd.

Mr;Dodd. I have read that one'"Thirty Séconds in
Dallas." 1In fact, they even have it that there is a gun in
there; that YOu open .it up and it fires. I just wonder how
mahy theories there are. i'know the signal theory and I know
about you opening it up and somehow there is a trigéering
mechanism in the toplof the thing. Those are basiéally the
two.

Mr. Blakey. Yes;

Mr. Dodd. The former having a lot more support, I
presume even among the critiés, than the latter.

¥

MrSBlékey. He is one of the mystery figures. It is the
kind of thing‘people want explaihed.' Why would a man have an
umbrella up on a sunny day?

Mr. Edgar. va we have that picture with us?

, # _ ‘ .

MrSBlakey. No; we don't. It is part of the Zapruder
film. You can see right below where the.President is. It
actually raises just before the assassination. These are
éeparate pictures. You can see therumbrella laying right
here to the right of the light post. This is indeed an

umbrélla man.

DocId:32266680 Piye 7
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1 37:¥r. Fauntroy. The thing that has always puzzled me about

2 this is, with all the attention focused upon this theory,

3 we have had no one to come forwatd(from Day Ong)to say "I am
". ' 4 he."

5 With respect, thereforé, to the questioh, shall we

6 bpublish this'in the hope of finding the person, I tend.

7 rather tovbe pessimistic aboutﬁie prospects.

8 ’ Mrjgevine. He looks like he is 65 years old in that

o || picture. That would make him 80 today.

10 Mr§Fauntroy. No; that is not the man.

11 The question is, what public relations value is there

12 to feeling that we are pursuing every lead? I just don't
‘ 13 think it will be prodqctive. If people have been talking

14 about the umbrella man and he hasn't come forward ;?

15 Mrt Dodd. TIf that is oﬁr only public pronouncement, I

16 think it is going to focus an awful lot of attention on this

i one single aspect of the thing. It makes it look as

- ‘though we place a lot of credibility'in that.

Chaivman . - ;F |

19 nNﬁ; Stokes. Mr.Edgar:!

20 Mr.‘Edgar. One of the sugggstions I would have on a

21 public pronouncement would be to make, on the first or second

22 day of public hearings, a major emphasis on this photograph.
‘ 55 That way you would have major TV coverage with a statement

24 that at the beginning of our hearings ;} and this is one of

- the unansweted questions ﬁr I kind of agree.with Walter, if we

DocId:32266680 Pape &
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go out:to thggﬁblic now on this one picturé, people will
pick that up and say; "Oh, they are only pursuing that idea
and théf thought."

qy It would have to be handled Véryfwell.

§r§§C¥inney. Obviéusly if I were "the umbrella man"
and all of a sudden people Wgre writihg about‘me} I would
be the last person to come forward.

A president has been shot and who wants the FBI, Secret
Service and. everybody eise pburing over them because they
were sitting there with‘an umbrella.

This is the first time we have seen this man's face
and I think we should say many of the critics have mentioned
this umbrella man and we have found no vast importance to
it, but here is his face and would someone pléése come
forward and tell us if they know him?

The individual himself Qould be crq;y to come forward.

Mr. Blakey. This is the first time there has been a
picture -of him from the front. In the past it has always
been ayperson from behind.

If the background was giveh to the newspaper people
and the statement was madeQ "This is only one among a number
of things being pursued by the committee and it is not of
central importancé to us, butvis a qUeStidn raised by the
Sribice mnd it is a matter of some interest that he be

identified ;?
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qp Mr. Devine.! Have we other photographs we could have

identified at the same time to lessen the focus on this one?
Mrs. Burke. I suspect there are other photographs.
Chalvman ' E . _ A

AMx. Stokes. When you reléase this photo and ask the
press to find-out for you whb’he is, doesn't this lend
credence then to precisely what the press is saying? "See
there, I told you; they haven't found out anything."

I think you just invite that reaction from the press.

Mrs. Burke. Of course, we could indicate we have found
a photograph of the umbrella man, which nobody else has until
now.

Mr. Devine. But we would want to talk to him as a
witness rather than as a suspect.

Mr. Fauntroy. It would be nice to clear that up one
way or the other.

Mr. McKinney. One thing the critics will say is that
they didn't follow up the umbrella man.

Mr. Dodd. They are going to be saying things for the
next hundred years. If we go into this thing with that in
ﬁind; we will be basket cases.

Mr. Fauntroy. The idea of a fellow having an umbrella
on a sunny day that is.opened‘upijust as the President is
coming.by 2

HMr. Goldem. Th.

Mrs=Purieen This photograph is after the shooting.

He is calmly sitting there on the curb.

e 10
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g]al\jr. Fauntroy. This photograph is after the shooting.
cﬁﬁgf"Stokes. Yes.

Mr.McKihhey. He is probably lifting his black umbrella
to indicate some protest.

Mr. Fauntroy. After he is Shbt he sits down and says
"Well, let's wait here."

Mr. Devine. Do you know what was the temperature that
day?'

Mrs, GoldemiTh,

Mpeo—Bukdkews About 65.

Mr. Devine. Some people have an umbrella to shield
themselves from the hot sun on a hot day, but 65 in November
wouldn't apply.

Mr. Preyer. Mr. Chairman, would it be possible for Mr.

'dréft
Blakey to &Eatsap the

proposé to use to release this and see whether it would

BEopeses press release they would

meet with your approval?

I agree that how it is presented is cfubial. Of course,
it could be misinterpreted regardless of how it is presented.
We are going to be a loser on this one any way we go.

It does have the thrust of a new photograph and if it
is presented in the right light so it doés not appear we
have  boughtvthe umbrella man theory, it might indicate the
committee's desire to be thorough and follow ﬁp all-leads.
Otherwise, we could be accused of not following up an obvious

step.

DocId:32266680 Pgye 11
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77Mr. Devine. Must he be identified with the umbrella?

Mrs. Burke. We could say this was a man whoSe photo-
graph\we have and we have not been able to identify him and
if anybédy knows him, willithey please’ﬁrite us. |

Mr .McKinney. Are there any modern.bhotography
techﬁiques that will upgrade those pictures?

/‘!r. © “Smrt'f/u

ST

No. This is about the size of a pinhead

in an eight by teh: It has already been enlarged and en-
hanced and the grain is caused by the lack of information.
There is no information there. If you saw the original
8 by 10, this is maybe just a éﬁ;;;nch 7% the umbrella man
may be qﬁé inch by éZ; inch and the photograph is eéﬁ%t by
-
Mr. Dodd. If you use anything like that, you are going
to get confusion over which one you are talking about.
Cﬁafrman
A Mrn Stokes, Time-Life has never printed this picture?
It is just something that was in their files?
Mr. Hakey. Yes.
Chaivman e
a M, Stokes. How do you establish the fact, Micgyy
that it was a photograph taken after?
Mr. Goldsmith. If you saw the rest of the picture,
you would see in the background péople running around, up
the grassy knoll. There was a series of seven photographs.

This is one of the seven. You can see people running in the
é

backgfound. It is just mass confusion. The photographs before

e 12
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the assassination, people are standihg there watching.
ga‘Mr. Devine. How many seconds per. frame would you
estimate?

Mr. Goldsmith. I couldn't say that.

Mr.Devine. Each frame is supposed to be in a second
segment. Is this just a straight‘photo and not part of a
motion picture?

‘Mr.Goldsmith. That is right.

Chaivrwman .
0M§.Stokes. What does Zapruder show the umbrella man
doing?

Mr. Goldsmith. YOu can only see the umbrella. You can
see it opening up, being raised, lowered, raised again,
simultaneous with the shooting.

‘.Zym&r

When &apsee pans in you see the umbrella go up and
down but you then continue watchihg the PreSident and you lose
the umbrella.

Chairman . L.
A MB.Stokes. What is the proximity of the umbrella man
to the President's car?

Mr.Goldsmith. He is standing on the edge of the curb.
I don't think he shot the President.

c")élllfmdn . . .
an M#e Stokes. We have this man sitting down while you
say people are running around all behind him with the
President having just been shot. He is raising his umbrella
and then calmly sits down?

Mr. Goldsmith. He was raising and lowering the umbrella

e 13
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time, it might be appropriate for three members of the
committee to go out and see him. I would suppose that prior
to cont%cting him in a formal sense, itwmight be appropriate
for the chairman to call him and outline for him the general
areas of our interest and concern.

9? Most of the éther principal figures in the Warren
Commission and cabinet who we have talked to, of all of them,
6bviously President Ford presehts a special problem.

Mr)[bviﬁé. I know he has accéptéd an engagément at the
Danny Thomas'Hospital out there. |

I could iﬁ;luire and find out when he will be in the
Washington area.

Mrs. Burke. Given our financial situation, if he is
here, it would be preferred if we could do it here.

Mr. Devine. He will be glad to do this without
publicity because if the word'gets out we are going to questioi
him, it would be difficult. Perhéps he could be met somewhere
6ff the Hill.

Mrs. Burke. I am sure that could be arranged.

Mr.Dodd. This doesn't relate direétly to President

Ford, but are we going to bother with inhabitants of the

2
car =-
Hr. Bls key.

#f

We have talked to Governor Connally.
We have not talked to Mrs. Connally.

Mr. Dodd. Are we going to pursue that in the committee?

e 14
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%ﬁ_@rs. Burke. It is likely Governor Connally might be a

witness in the hearings. We didn't feel it was necessary
to present him to you in executive session.

Mr. Dodd. We will be apprised of what he will be
saying. -

Mr. Blakey. .Absolutely.

Mr.Dodd. There is no reason to call Mrs. Kennedy, I
presume?

Mr.Blakey. I hadn't thought about it. I have not
talked to the former First Lady.

Mr;Devine. I can anticipate a gi£§t/on
from President Ford,??hét’do you want to talk about?ey

Mrs. Burke. If you are going to make thét phone call
what we should give you before hand is a briefing memorandum
where we outline for you the various areas. Frankly, I think
the ‘committee probably has a duty to, in addition to going
over how it was formed, and the pressures under which it
worked, airing what came out of the release of thé FBI
document. That is, had“:Cohngressman Ford served as an
information conduit for the FBI from the Warren Commission.
There are memoranda written by de Loach indicating that is‘
the case. I am aware £hat the newspapers or, I think it is
CBS, has talked to President Ford about that and he has an

explanation for it. I do not think that interview has been

aired. I believe it waS_NBC, iwhere Carl Stern talked to him.

e 15
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§? We will be able to qivevyou a memorandum.
Do I sense a consensus on the part of the committee
that is the way we should proceed?
Mr. Devine. It doesn't make any difference to me.

However you want to do it. _
Chairman : This
a M& Stokes. It would appear f(that then)is the way we

should proceed.

Mr. Blakey. Ehere'is one other item I would bring
up at this time before I suggest we go into the briefing and
that is if the committee wants to discuss the memorandum that
I circulated to you with the suggested date for the King
hearings; the Kennedy hearings, and the King hearings again

x
: ! .

in the public meetings H I thlnkgﬁr. Edgar, you wanted to
speak to that.

Mr. Edgar. I have a couple of questions, or one specific
one that I need to raise and that is, Floyd Fithian and I

. : '[)Cd seé

have been fairly active in the Kin%@g& and we have tough

. . . AR
elections and we may be counting £ %py votes or ene—hundred
votes at fd94 o'clock in the morning. I hotice in the
schedule the day after the election we are scheduled to be
,Rerc )
lmmered at niyne o'clock for a public session. I think that is
inappropriate.

Mr. McKinney. Let's call it impossible.

Mr. Edgar. I would rather come on a Saturday or make

one of them n?%e to tyégbe or n?%e to §£§; to make up for the

e 16




10
11

12

14
15
16
17
18
19

- 20
21
"' 22
23
24

25

DocId: 32266680 P4

23

loss of hours. The Wednesday after election doesn't seem to
be a good day for any of us.
9?3@3 lakey. Would Thursday after election?

‘Mr. Edgar. I think I could probably make it by
Thursday if I am not packing.

I would urge not to use Wednesday.

Mr. McKinney. ‘Ike consensus is unanimous that you are
right.

Clahman ’ _ .

Mz, ;Stokes. Is there anything further?

Mr. Dodd. I would like to use a few minutes to discuss
his. I have discussed this in the past and I have mentioned
it to a few people on the floor over the last couple of days
about the scheduling itself. We are looking at the week
in August and then the full moﬁth of September. I know,
Bob, you have. expressed the feeling that it would be almost
impossible to conduct public hearings and be through by the
3lst of December. I would like to rdise for purposes of dis-
cussion hereif%hether or not we want to proceed with this
intensive public session in September.

Two, whether or not it is possible to conduct more
shifts on part or all of this until November, December and
write up the report simultaheously,-if that is possible.

Mr. Blakey. .

Mes——Burke. Let me out line the strategy involved in

setting this up. We are obviously dealing with problems.

If you push it in one place, it will push out in another

je 17
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direction. I think the first two things that have to be
said is that the committee has to begin its public hearings
before the end of September on both King and Kennedy because
we will have to come up in September for additional money to
go thrdugh December.

Q?While I am certainly not an expert in politics, having
sat.through the hearings and the floor debate on our money
bill the last time, it is difficult for me to believe that the
floor would give this committee more money unless it had
started its hearings.

I think preferably we should finish our hearings as an
integral presentation on both sides. It is just not possible
to do that before September.

In additieh, the King hearings would have a special
problem with the appearance of James Earl Ray. We can
‘anticipate that he will present new material of some kind and
therefore we probably ought to get him out of the way in
August and then finish up the King hearings in November or
we will have the oppo;tunity in September and October to run
down anything he says is new.

If we don't begin in a substantial way demonstrating
our competency, our professionalism and our serious dedication
prior to the votes in September, I doubt that the Congress
would finance it. This means, in my judgment, we would have

to begin in August and September. Then I think in September

e 18
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we should finish Kennedy as a whole, so that people can watch
it as a whole and not have it broken up.
?/‘y(r.Dodd. May we go off the record, Mr. Chairman?
C;WMLT ' l »
a M Stokes. Yes.
Eéiscussion off the recordi}
Chalrman
M=, Stokes. Back on the record.
Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I have no further business
to bring before the committee.
Chgivman

» Mz, Stokes. There being no further business before the

stem meeting is adjourned subject to the

committee,
call of the Chair.
[@hereupon, atcll:30 aime,sthe committee adjourned, to

reconvene at the call of the Chairi]

vy

e 19
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gaigr.,Edga . Aye.

.Ms. Berning. Seven ayes, Mr. Chairman.
Cka:'rma,,' . .
oM, Stokes. Seven members having voted in the affirma-

tive, the meeting is now in executive session and all members
of the public are requested to remove themselves from thesroom

Mr. Edgar..

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairmén, before we move to the agenda, mg
I inquire as to one of the agenda items, is ﬁhevscheduleffor
the public hearings?

Mr. Blakey. Yes.

Mr. Chairman, there are several items for general

. discussion, two of which could require a vote. The main

issue before the committee, or the main question before the

#

committee, however, is th%haturé and character of the hearings

that will'be held next week at night. I will not discuss thos¢

things on theirecord here, but at the conclusion of theg;eting

we can go into a briefing off the record on them so I would hog

the items of business could be handled as expeditiously as pbs“

sible so we could get to the main issue which is next week's
hearings.

The first issue I would bring to your attention and
solicit your adviée deals with the Ray family.

As you are aware, of course, the committee has referred
to the Department of Justice and the/ﬁarole ﬁbard the question

of John Ray's perjury before the committee.

ge‘ 20
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4
§? Thé Depaftment of Justice has informed thegygrolélﬁoard
they are cohsidering presenting the matter to the ﬁrand/Jﬁry
and ask'the/ﬁaroleléoard to suspend his parole for a period of
at least a month.

The ;ﬁrolé ﬁbard has indicated to us they wogld probably
not grant him parole if the Deparfment of Justice decides to
charée him with perjury.

There will be a meeting on Tﬁesday at two between the
staff and the Departmentvbf Justice officials to discuss that
matter.

I would bring to‘your étteﬁtibn one other item in that
connection. Evidence developed"beforél£he committee indicates
that Jérry ﬁay probably committed a fraud on McMillan
having to do with checks and other matters, Carol Pepper and

) ‘ _ ¥

Jerry Réy made available to MrgMcMillan,leading Mr. McMillan
to include in writing his book that the family was a conduit
for funds while James Earl Ray was in prison. It turns out thd
materials were fraudulent.

Withou£ going into the .details, that transaction constituf
féderal ‘wire fraud and is a prosecutable offense.

The issue I would bring to the committee this morning
is Qhéther it might be advisable to refer £hat matter to the
Depértment of Justice for possible prosecution.

I solicit your advice on it. If we did settle, we would

have to have a committee resolution turning over to the
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Department the basic testimony we have available to us
indicating Jérry Ray's invoifrement in the effort to defraud

McMillan.
Chal‘rman )
A¥£;'Stokes. Mr.Edgar.

—

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, having'sat fhrbugh both
héaringslhaVing to do with John Ray and Jerry Ray, unless I
get more information, I would think that the John.Ray perjury
should be pursued and the Jerfy Ray thing ought to be just
noted in our report and not rade an issue of unless we find
more éignificant evidence against Jerry Ray.

I think we just muddy the waters by going after each of
these~cases,bor.this one case, in térms of wire fraud.

I think our issue is trying to sort out the pieces of Martin
Luther King's death'and I think the pressure on John Ray

may be.of Value in helping to break the case opén, given some
of the new leads we are pursuing.

I think we still have to keep pressure on Jerry Ray
but I don't think that pressure is harassing him, which may
be perceived as harassment in terms of a wire fraud issue.

‘That is just a personal.feeling on my part.
Chairman
AMB.Stokes. Are there other comments?

Mr.Fauﬁtroy; He stated my predisposition on that question

also.

Mrs. Burke. Mr. Chairman, uhfortunately I was not at

the hearings so I don't have the background information on the

DocId: 32266680 Ps
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1 wire fraud.

2 qatgrjglakez. What happened is that McMillan, an author,
3 came to the Ray family to find out more about James Earl
. _ 4 Ray and the relationéhip between him and the family and during
5 the course of those contacts, Carol féppér 7%.James Earl's
6 sister_;} and Jerry Ray, sold to McMillan phbtographs they
7 had bought from:-the Salvation Army and portiohs ofbher check
8 books in which she had entered back-dated interest under two
9 theories. One is the photographs were of the family and that
10 the back-dated checks, or check interest, were designed to shov
11 money'ﬁas coming out of prison and through Carol Pepper's
12 account, and this played a part"in McMillan's book.. He
. 13 paid money for those items and he in fact was defrauded by
14 the Ray family. Mrs. Pepper indicated before the committee
15 that these entries were fréudulent.. They weré, in effect,
16 férgériéS,
7 Mrs. Burke. I would reserve on the issue of the wire
18 fraud, but T do think, haVing had to read the long, involved
19 statement in the LOS'Angéles Times about the assassination
20 developments %} most of which were based on McMillan and his
21 claim {r I think that one way that strategically, if that
22 information?'when that is brought to:the public light gEpsm
‘ 23 @mmme and made clear the Justice Department can do with it
24 what they want, that the whole attitude and approach toward
- the committee and the hearings will be different.

DocId: 32266680 Pdpge 23
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7
ﬁﬁ:gr. ggggg. My suggestion was not to cover it up at all.

My suggestion was it is something that we need to have up

front ih our report, up front in our discussions as we go to

public debate and let the Justice Department take it if they

wish from thére, but i don't think that it serves a purpose

to tie up our lawyers now in trying to Hanalyzé and share

with the Justice Department the information at this stage‘

of our investigation. I may be wrdng.

Mrs. Burke. I would agree with that.

I think thé timing is very bad and could very easily be
done at the conclusion.

Mfgiauntroy. I would like to reiterate, hbwéver, the
view that we must pursue the perjury charge on John Ray
vigorously.

Mr lEdgar. May I speak to thaf, Mr. Chairman?

Chairman , :

My Stokes. Mr. Edgar.

Mr. Edgar. I think that is a really key thing if I am
reading John Ray right, and the testimony we have gotten
from theMRay family. I don't think he wants to spehd many
more years in prison and I have a feeling he has not been
cooperative withlfhe committee and its investigation and I
‘think shortly after we pursue this perjury we ought to get
back to John Ray and have him back either before the committee
or meet him in some context where he realizes he ought to be

very factual and honest with us in terms of his involwvement.

DocId: 32266630 PJ}
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I think that is .a clear case, where we have three or four
witnesses.
C"d;rmon

Mam Stokes. Let me ask counsel if any analysis has been

=n made with reference to the

made or any‘evaluatidn
extent to which the p&as

testimony of the sister-to the effect they

did commit fraud and so forth %i how it would materiaily alter
the b6ok itself.

Mrgglakéy} I would have to péss on a'feal analysis of
the book. The argument is made in it that with regard to the
relationship of who ﬁay waé and the relation with the family,
that is not~supported, but I would have to pass on a careful
analysis of the book.

I think the point that would be made by the proSecution
can ultimately be méde by the final report and the prosecution,
that the Ray family is not a reliable source of information
and authors who have'relied on statements by Jerry Ray or James
Earl Ray, or Carol Pepper, have seemingly relied on-an un-
reliable source. 1In fact, there:has been fraud committed
against Mr.McMillan.

Chaivman : '
oM Stokes. Aside from the fact that this information
has been developedrin our hearings, has there been any other pu
1ie’. acknowledgement of this?

Mr. Blakey.  No.

Chairman
M Stokes. This will be new when revealed to the publicH

lie 25
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'Cﬁgr. Blakey. That is correct.

Mr. Fauntroy. And is it not a fact that we have found
no basis, no other eﬁidence that checks in fact passed?

The bank records have no trace of those which are
noted ﬁf rather ingenuously, to me 7} on the bank book which
was shown to McMillan. . I still have not figured out for
myself how she put those two $1,000 éntries in in a
fashion to make them look authentic and vet the bank records
show no trace of it.

Mr. Blakey. It was a matter that probably ought to be
taken up now if it is going to be taken up. The staff has
no special interest in pressing it or not pressing it.

I understand theﬁsense»of the committee is that we
reserve it for the finalmreport;

The statute of limitations is such that we have a year

after the final report in which the Department can pass on the

prosecution. The;e is not a time factor.

Let me raise with the committee a second question.
You have had passed to you éopies of photographs. The source
was from TimefLife. They are enlarged. The individual you
see sitting on the curb there is the so-called "umbrella
man," with a front view of him. It would be possible if
you knew him, I suppose, to idéntify_him. These pictures
came into our possession in this form only a week or so

ago“and the.issue'I preSent to you.for your resolution is,
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and 4Qéging it again. Then you lose the umbrella and you can
see the President.

(27We have photographs taken by other people immediately
after the éhooting. Everyone in the plaza is facing the
knoll, running in thét diréction, and the umbrella man and
his friend are the only two people standing facing the
complete opposite direction and then the umbrella man is
sitting down, which no one else is doing. That is why the
critics have focused on him so muéh, though they have never
seen this particular photograph.

Chaivman _

4 Mm.Stokes. Mr.Devine has offered a very good suggestion.

Mrs. Burke. Could I suggeSt a resolution that woilld
authorize the }fhairmah, in his discretion, to approve the
press release, consistent with the dignity of the committee,
not inv6lving the committee in an umbrella theory and consist~
ent with Time-Life's permits.

Mr. McKinney. I would so mové.

Chairman .

Aa¥s. Stokes. You have heard the resolution. Do you
want a record vote?

Mr. Blakey. I don't think that is necessary.

There are'a couple of matters of information you should
be éWére of .

The committee is going into court on Monday in Memphis

to examine the records of a hospital dealing with Lisa

Stevens.
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S Aane
g? All of you have received telegrams from Mark fgmd asking

ybu to waive your congressional immunity as the price of a
consent of turning over the hospitél records. You should be
made aware of the legal position of the staff.

An . |

Mark £yéé-has no standing in law to participate in
procéedings at all. He was notified of them as a matter of
courtesy. You should also be aware that it is the position

of the staff that the statute régulating the control of access
to hospital records does not apply to a congressional com-
mitfee; that our subgégna would be adequate and that the
court would be so infofmed but that we are obtaining a court
order to do it to make the hospital administrator feel befter.

; Aane , :

Mark s==d Would have no standing in that proceéding at
all.

| There are two other matters I would bring to your atten-
tion. One is an outstanding issue. Former President Ford
was a member of the Warren Commission. Some time in the
next théié&;%%;ﬁégﬁy days he probably ought to be talked
to and I would solicit your advice on the way in which that
occurs.

If he is in town for another purpose, it might be
appropriate to have %p executive session in ;hich he could
come in and talk about the Warren Commissiod%nd his role on
it.

If he is going to be in Colorado for any period of

DocId: 322666380 P%
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