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. EXECUTIVE SESSION
COMMITTEE BUSINESS
Thursday, July 13, 1978 .
U.S. House obeepreseﬁtativés,
Select Committee on Assassinations,
”]ifj;Washingtoﬁ,"D. Ci |

- ThesCommitteefmet,qursuént{tégnoticef~at 10:50 o'clock a.m.

JO,Iin:Room 1310),Lbngwdrth:HQuse Cffidé“Building;;the Honérable"

Louis Stokes'(Chairmén of the‘CQmmiﬁtee) pfesiding;
Present: Representatives Stokesf(presiding), Fauntroy,
Dodd, Ford, Fithian,,Edgar,:McKinnéy and SaWYer.

Also préSent: ~G. Robert Blakey, T. Howarth, E. Berning and

" R.. Morrison,.PrOEessional Staff Members.

TheﬁC5airman.: TheACommiﬁﬁee wiiivcéhé to ogde£..

The Chairlﬁill recognize Mr. Blakey for a statement.

Mr. Blakey. Mr. Chairman, the subject to be brought before
the Committee this morning basically deals with the nature of the
inyestiéatipn. It would be appropriate to go into executive
seséion.

ThéuChairman. The Chair will entertain'q.motion.

Mf.‘Fauﬁtfoy..SQ move.

“The Chairman. It has been propérly moved that the Committee

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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.1 | go into executive session at thi% time for therreasons‘stated.
| 2.A_"'TThé.Cierk will call the roll. - |

, }3 o .Ms.'Berniﬂg, M£. Stles{

: . " 4|  Mr. stokes. VAy*_'e’."

| 5A  Ms. Bérnipg.‘M;;,DeQiné.

6| “( (No respéﬂéé{)

7 g Ms.'Befning. Mr. Preyer.

:.81  i_;.(Ndvté§pon$e.f  T

20 ,_Ms.ngﬁping;_zMi;_Mcginﬁéyjﬂh;;f;

1 vv’.1Ms.?Bé£nin§;;Mr. Fauﬁtf5y.:“H

12‘ Mr, Fauntro§; Aye.

13. s Ms. Befnihg. Mff Thbne.f

14| (No-resééhse;)

.IST ) | Ms.Bern@ng. .Mrs.‘Bﬁrke,_f

16| (No response.)

17 | MSQVBéfﬁing.. Mr.;ééﬁyé?;

18 Mr. Sawyer. Aye.

300 7TH STREET, S.W., REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345

19 Ms. Berning.'_Mf. Dodd.
20 | - Mr. Dodd. _Ay;.
2] Ms. Berniné. Mr. Fbrdm
‘ '22 ' Mr._ -‘-'].S‘orévl.>' Aye.
| .23 - Ms. Berniﬁg. Mr. Fitﬁian; 
24 - Mr. Fithian; Aye. | |

25 . Ms. Berning. Mr. Edgar.

_ : ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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two immunities.

 The

§ We may move on to something else and then come back to

this?

Chairman.  Any'que$tions?

Do:sweihave: .a'motion?

- Mr.

The Chairman. It has been properly moved, then, that the

... The

. Ms.

Mss.

(No
Ms.

(No

Mr.
Ms.
(No
Ms,
_(No
‘Ms.

Mr.

Ms.

DocId:32266685 Page 5

" The

Ms;?

Fithian. I so move, Mr. Chairman.

| Committee authorize the requested immunity order. .
Clerk will call the roll.
Berning. = Mr. Stokes. = .

Chairman. Aye. "

Berﬁing. Mr. bevine.
respénée.):
Berﬁiﬁg.vuM%. Mckinney.i
respdnSe.) |
Beiﬁing. Mr, Fauntroy.
Faﬁﬁtiqy{7»Aye; H
Berning.'.Mr. Thone.
res?onse.)

Berning. Ms. Burke.
reséonse.)

Bérning. Mr, Sawyer.
Séﬁ?ér, Aye.

Berning. Mr. Dodd..

‘Dodd. Aye.

ERECN RIFPORTING CIMPANY, INC.




-y i - Ms.‘Berning, Mr. Fofdb
2 y;{ - Mr. Ford. 1Aye._
3 - Ms. Berning. Mr. Eithian.
'~ ‘ ' 4-.2 - ‘_Mr._ Fithian. _Aye. |
g SI '1th.'Befningg. Mr. Edgar.
L’:’ KT Mr. EBdgar. Aye.
§ 7 .VMS; Berning. We will suspend the counting.of the roll
fé 3 toall;unti;;é~éubaequent“time; andgﬁefuill oone:baok'to theif

T 1roil cailge
;f;'_zqé: *3C'Mr;bslakey;f Mr. VChalrnan, the next and probably most
:.g'iitédlmportant ltem on the agenda.ls the Commlttee s supplementalr
? Afi% funding request..
. % i3 i ‘ ~ The Conunitt-ee has before it a 'memorandunl outlinin‘g the
_ % .Ed?.natufe of that“request,vcoubled ulth a number of supbortlng
:.g 'isé-pages. Bas1cally the outllne is where’we have been and where {"
y'g 15% we‘can reasonably expect to go between»now and December 3lst. ]
'; }7% The budget has been cut by the staff really about as deep ;
g ?SE as we can. I thlnk it is fair to say that it is razor thin E
; !9§ with the expectatlon that we go through December 31st contlnulng
§ ZOE both investigations, frankly, or at ‘least keeping the options E
e T _ |
. €Q§§E%21§!oben to.continuedthem both right through December; It is §
‘- :75:—\1 12 % particularly _fmportant on the’King side that that option be '

7% kept'open.

oy - I note that over the two year period what had been
i3 %estimated as a $5 miliion budget, would be, if this supplemenﬁal

i ALDERSIN ITIORTING CTMPANY. INC.
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i were adopted, be only 1.8 percent off the orlglnal estimate.
2 ?In fact, I would;commend on the record Tom Howarth for hav1ng
o _ 3 estimated the budget o) well on all occaSLOns. If the House
' ' ' - i had given us the. money. we had orlglnally asked for, of $500 000,
,g" Sw.the only amount that we really would have»beeh off was_the
dé . & || value of the basic}sciehtific.projects,vahd that,'ihdeed,.was
g 71 a matter brought to their attentionvat'the-time. .We_didn't.
§ & |include it in the original budget because ve did not kow in
f;;‘Véluqanuary-anddfebfuary exactl? What those;figtres would be?v
n;?fTQE. " We dld, T remember spec1f1cally Mr. Preyer lndlcated to théﬁf
‘g Ei?“that we would probably come back for a supplemental on that.
-% aZE So in effect, what we are doxhg is comlng back for a supplemental
’ é i3'{ on the sc:.enta.flc projects, and the relatlvely minor cost
Ei\iig overrtn whlch 1s prlmarlly attrlbutable to the cost of travel
= . - :
;%- ijg and telephones.j '!
< : : - N , , i
‘? 164 The Chaimah."ﬂguéstidn's of any members? ; :
.%' iz | o Mr;vFithiah?. ’ 1§
S : i .
; 5 Mr, Fithian.. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
&
£ 1;% I would just ask that Mr. Blakey and Mr. Howarth provide
§ 2C§'us with some information as to what happens in December. I l
% havenft gotten all the way through the budget, but obviously i
: ; |
; our whole investigation will be done~and public hearings will é
‘s% be done; wé will still.have.the heed for staff to do the lé
:ié reportihg, etc.,_bﬁt.vaould trtst:that the phase out - |

1 - - . .

i . 2 5 oz : ;
;E ' Mr. Blakey. In the best of all possible worlds, which
‘ _

: ALDERSOMN REPCRTING STMPANTY, 1nNC.
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and quit. = Because this is not the best of all possible worlds,

-certainly a relatively small'figure to maintain a.skeleton
_force, to process the report through the agencres, through-
Ethe Government frlntlng Offlce; and to transrer ltS flies

.to wherever they will ultlmately be'transferred .ThlS budget
- aims to end us at the end of thlS Congress when technlcally

'our llfe is. over w1th anyway.

lCommittees. .For example, all of our bills won't come in
in ﬁecember.forfthe month.OfyDeoemberff¥éuthere‘will have to .

‘be therkeieton‘forcedaround for 60 to'QOﬂdays just to7proceSS

. ) ) : V i
this is not, we will end on December 3lst, hand in our report,

the likely-result_Will be is that the_Committee Will havebto gc
back to the Congress for probably 90 days extenSLOn 1nto the

next Congress and spend an as yet undetermlned amount of money,

If, in fact, we determlne in December when it will
be approprlate to. determlne that there is a need for a w1nd~up

time, thls 1s a practlce virtually unlversally followed by

the bills, but what we are talking about is a relatively routlne
v B
process of cleanup in the next Congress,_certainly no hearingsﬂ

certainly no investigation after December 3lst.

The Chairman. ~Mr. Fithian?

Mr. Frthian;. And.one:further‘question;'v_ _ | _:f.:

Might:it be posSible to never have to go.back to}the’a
House for that flnal mopplng up operation lf we could get

House Admlnlstratlon srmply to taﬁe on the respon51b111ty of |

ALSERSOMN RIPORTING CSMPANY, INC.



! | payment of the remaihder of the staff to finish out the.

g purely routine?

[

A'Hr.-Blakey‘;‘No, I think What_happens'is that all'.'

I'eS

,Committees'of the House die at the end of the Congress, and

,é;. Sgltechhioally eferYdsommittee-aroundfhere doesn't ekist for one

é .5 }day;fahdbthen‘QOu’muSt be‘reaﬁthorized'in the new'Congress;

§. 7 'Thls Congress cannot bind anythlng beyond the 31st.

éix:?id ’ Mrfﬁgyghlan-f No, I understand that.: I,dldh_tthakeijI

; _ ?i?gﬁestigﬁfeiear,“obViously. 3 b |

2 0| The House Adninistration Committee sometimes lumps in

i§5 ff; a-WholedSerieslof”:littie*ihéidentai htyﬁerexpenditﬁres;;rather.':

? 12 Il than to retain or ask that‘thistommittee_he reconstituted for |
. :gs 13 _( a'ny'part of the next Congress, do 'yod follow' me -- in other

-%VIM ! words, whoever was dOLng the mopplng up exercmses would.be

& , 7

_é .{dé_employees of the House Admlnlstratlon Commlttee.  : : .‘}

_? .f5ffdh;h Mr. Blakey. T suppose that could. be done.‘ Itfwould -

; 17} probably be»just as 51mple to have thelcohtlnulng resolutlon

- . 1 .

g 53% and put us 1n, and hav1ng explalned at the tlme thls was

@ |

E 39i mop-up. It would be appropriate to have our life contlnued fox

§ Zoi.legal purposes so that the staff could represent the Committee |

,(tgz;?!% ih negotiations.with'the agencies. That is what I think may

N
fof

happen; The-Commitment has always been from the agencies to

o

i
|
l
!
i
|
| !
disclose the information to us subject to a review before 5

¢ |l final declassification. The memorandums of understanding are

between this Committee and the Department of Justice, this i

by
~
3]
n
4l
u
0
z
u
i
i
o
%)
i
P
0
0

; CMPANY. INC.
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|
! Commlttee ‘and the CIA. It would be appropriate to have thlS i
2 »Commlttee flnally‘negotlate those p051tlons.- ‘
. o 3 Mr. Edgar._ Mr. Chairman.
| %; - The Chairmah.: Mr. Edgar;”
§ 55' Mr. Edgar. Just a.point folloWingvup on Mr. Fithian's
5 él oomments};I would.hope'.that some teséarCh has been done on
g d7 'egactly_how to do what YOu.are talking about, because;if I
é hahdreﬁémbefjthetlaSt”twodCongresses; weftooktthe firstttwolﬁeeksf“’
-q ¢ Iof Janﬁary off and- the flrst leglslatlve day was not untll ;_
.; '}d'{mid—Jaﬁﬁary at the_earllest, 18th, l9th 20th, and there lsba
ZE -gf%igreatdeal‘of otoanlzatlonal work that 1s done there, and T
% _zzg would hope that we wouldn't find ourselves in a position where
. é If i we:ld‘i:e on the'315t and. have;vto ask _oht staff to.‘b‘.e. voldnteers
é i for a month.. |
Z o N e .
% lié‘ - Mr; Blakey. It is unllkely that the staff would, glvenb i
%' lé%{the hlstory of the last s1m11ar request.. Nevertheless,dthetefi
{ ‘72 has to be a resolution 1ntroduced by House Administration.fot'f
e i : : ¢ ; ,
g za@ all Committees, Judiciary on, and it would be,appropriate oo I
£ ‘;E put us in there, and it Wled»Se extremely unusual for us to i
§ 20} be:taken out.. It.would require a vote for us to be taken 2
Eﬁ?iﬁ;EYE oht.  And if it is-put-simply‘as clean-up, which is what it wo@ld

)J’ >4 5 : A ) . X i o N ) ) : . !
‘ .':.!/"*‘-\’J ‘¢ i be, I doubt that it would present an issue of controversy. ; :
= g " The Chairman. I think maybe what Mr, Edgar has in mind 3

is a paY'lag'system that occurs in January.

Mr. Blakey. It is oniy a day and every Committee suffersg

i
P
2l

!
DocId: 32266685 Page 10 ALCERSON RIPORTING COMPANY, INC.



: 10-
| T
":uit;,'_This Committee would be no dfferent than any of the b'}
4. othiars, PEC A T LT T
- 3 .The'chairﬁan. Well, Qe'ﬁéuld undefgo a period where in
‘ _ . il th.e .De’moératic Caucus we go thrdugh the: §r$ce55 .o_f e]j.ec'ting‘
SR . . R . : '
é. 5"Q»Ch.a.:'u:meﬁ of ¢ommitteeé, etc., and so fdrth,,and-until such.
PR - o j o T R _
2 5% time as you havéapprbval of that, thére'ére'nO'Coﬁﬁitteeé,
= . A
& 71 don't believe, in operation.
S 51 . Blakey. The staffs continue from year to year, it
'f ?;“Théytafesﬁaid bbﬁtinuous>from year.to:year, -
S L ) aaet Gt the Shaff oftities Bedanss, the Jurisdiosion”
g: ?fi*éﬁa tﬁé.aﬁtﬁéfi£§.fof ﬁhé:$taff;xf$£ ﬁhé éoﬁmi£tee:§é§svf%5mA
i' ‘22 Congress“to Congress. |
' g = Mr. vBlak.ej'f. Nd.._ At ﬁhe‘ beginning :o.'fv léabch. C.orﬁgre.ss. 7'
é ¥‘§ there must be a-ﬁew, iﬁ fhe HéﬁSe, a neﬁ~resolution creating, 
%. ?iéAeach Committee gnew, ihcluding the Jqdiciary'gommittée- It g;
fi ?Tdv Th¢ ¢hairm$n:"Thaflis.éhé{first ordéfyof buéihesé? !
g ?3: Mr;wBlékey. Yes. | i
|
; s% Mr. Howarth. Also, of course, they have to put in a i
: !
g 0  re§blution to finance the Committees on a £emporary basis, ;
21% which cove;s all COmmiﬁ#ees that are in_existence. If you E
::§ récéil; the_resqlutioﬁvcontinues theFCoﬁﬁittées.more.or less é
?jggat the same level of éxpenditurefthét théy had thé previous %
2:% year until the House acts on their"funding resolution for the §
25%%current year. So all‘Cémmitﬁeés have to be extended E
g
| ALSERSOM REPCRTING COMPANTY. IMC. :
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Ll

1 financially. I mean,.no Committee haS'any_funds until this

7 i ‘general resolution is passed.

3.4 The Chairman. As that applies to select$comﬁittees,
.‘ e vi' standing committees I can undersfand-havi_hg ‘to be funded in that
5 | way, but how about select committees?

s 'Mr. Howarth. Well, it is in the resolution. It has
7 || happened each year. That is how we had a problem, if'yQu

| remember the first year, last year, when we were reétricted “3 o

20024 (202) S54-2345.

(
o -

to about $83,000. I mean, it does'cont §l1 committees.  So

DL

‘the thing is we wduld havertoﬂbe;creatédfégain'like-any other
committee, but ohceIWe‘were’cféatéd;'we*wddla”come'under the
general funding resolution.

The Chairman. Anything further?

4| ' Mr. Fauntroy?

1S?V: ‘Mr, Fauntroy.b Mr. Chairman, I am not sure that this is |

REFORTERS BUTIDING, VASHTHGTON -
a

'3 | the point at which you would’wént’to;cbnsidér some améndments,'

| | |
! staff so that we come in at this level, but I think that it !

|
|

i | _ _ » | i |

; !7% but I héﬁe now had an:oppoftunity to look o&er this budget

% ?SE and I would agree-with counsel that it is razor ﬁhiﬁ, but in

g !9% that regard, we certainly have to commend the staff for the

§ 2ci very tasteful way it handled the very difficﬁit task of reduci&g
I

is perhaps too razor thin a budget to take forth at this time,;b

&

and particularly in light of some of the things that I am ?

24 | concerned about in the King investigation. I feel we need

234 a little more latitude for some contingencies, and therefore I |

: ALCERSON RESORTING CCMPANY. INC.
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12

| |
IE would Smely recommend and will make a motlon at the approprlate
?2 Htlme to add, oh, a $60,000_cont1ngency fund,_that would brlng !
o 31 it up to'$750;006 and would affordéus some latitude to carry
‘ s ‘odut what apbeared to me to be potential‘ly:_productive follow-up
é' 3E leads,that we are now continuing to pursue;' | o
_é é L mr;*Blakey, ﬂThat4Wodld be very nseful;'Mrt Faﬁntroy;.
g '7 Obviously what we don't Spendbwe will give back. This
.é ’d%‘Commlttee has a unlqne hlstory of lnffact;dnothspending'money-
; $ | given to it. We turned bact $450 OOO the flrst session, and
;.,{déhlf therevls a llttle flexrblllty ln the budget, that shouldn'th
,g' f!é'cause an& trouble.} | | R | ¥
-? 12 \ . Mr. Sawyer.» Why not make it $100,000 so we go $790 0007
. :25 .!:-.»Hi I don t l:Lke those round flgures l:.ke $750 000 You never blll
%&izd% legal bllls that way._ It always looks too_arbitrary.
-é_ 153 . Mr., Fauntroy. I would have no objectlon to that | T suspecta
; léé.that once’ our subm;ssxon is made; those.of our detractors in
; l?é the press;w111 say“lt ls.more than a half,mllllon dollar l ;
é Esg request,  If it got up”to $750,000, they would say three—quart%rs
< ) |
g 19 | of a million. So $790,000 wouldn't make much difference. i
§ @ A The Chairman. And they are probably going to cut us somei
| yfggﬁ;ZIE an&way, so.I think that whatever the,Committee feels is abpro-é
| ‘ ffz—fj iz éi_prlate ought to be entered as the budget flgure. o _' I
:Séi Mr. Blakey._ I mlght add, Mr. Chalrman, this budget was :g.
24? not.framed wlth a notion that there_was need to cut lt, as_ |
25 | {ndeed, the last budget wak niob Pramedl With ¢hs nokibn Hht thefre

i
i
'

PORTING CTMPANY., INC.

m
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ASf?'the budget proposed by staff

et -?é_ ‘The Chalrmani You-are’talkihg]ahout aytotal figure of .
s R s o L el ot o T LT s
.g.-m-§y$79o ooov e

% .jfiﬂ Mr. Fauntroy.. wézagé”téiking‘ahcué‘ah£¢£51'fi§ﬁrédafdy'
5 _ : _

_i iz %_$79o,000. |

. , % i3 : The Chalrman.. .' Is there any discussion'>

i, g ; If not, then the Clerk will call the roll
ig ’51 | yMr,~Ford.ﬂg.Thls is on the.$790,000? It rs on the

%l 1; i;$790;600 ratherdthan the additionai?f.d__ h;f?i'

a7 | The Chairman. The ﬁotion is for-a total figure of

300 7T STREET, S.4.

@

(0] .
(&}

€
A
-
[
)
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3 1 $790,000

~The Chairman;_

Mr. Fauntroy.

Ms. Berning.
The
s.
(ho
Mr. Berning.
(No

Ms. Berning.

‘Chairman.
Berning. Mr.

response. )

response,)

13

1 l.was room to cut it.

As I say, w1th the reallzatlon that thlS is

I is rlght and ‘Mr., Sawyer, we ought to have some: leeway for
some_contingencies.~
If it is therefore appropriate, Mr. Chairman,

? I will move that we add the contlngency item of $lOO 000 to

for the submission of the budget.

Mr; Stokes., : -
Aye‘, -
DeVineo T Ll

Mr. Preyer.

Mr. McKinney.

ALCERSSM REPCRTING CTMPANY, INC.

3 a barebones budget, your flgure of $690, 000, I thlnk Mr.,Fauntr
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14

?.; : 1y (No respOnQé.)
?ji:.’ 2 - Ms. Béfﬁing. »M;; f&dhtfoy.v*
; 7w ' 3  Mr. Faunﬁroy.- Ayé.

‘ + i Ms. Berﬁing; Mr. Thone

g 5  (No response.)

(. ,. ' ) .
s o Ms. Befning. Mrs. Bﬁrke;.
g’: 7 (No ‘response.)

Sosl M .-"Berv_n_i'ng..-z- M:.-_.'.'__'Sa‘wyef_._,
| < S “Mr. Sa;wyer; ,Ai/e.. |

il . Ms. Berning. Mr. Dodd.

HASHTHGTO,

i f (No 'ré.séohs.é‘. ) :
“ - 12 ]; Ms. Betning. Mr. Forc“i.
‘ | f; 13 ; Mr. :Ford; Pass.
g ’41 - -_Ms-. Berniﬁg. Mr ‘F_ithi'an.v
g b ~ Mr. Fithian.: Aye.__
% 18 l . Ms 'B:ernin.g.j, Mr. Edgar |
% zr% Mr. Edgéf;"No;
g s : Ms. Berning. lFour yeas, one no, and one pass.
&
; 13 : Mr, Blakey. Mr. Chairman, I would suggest it might be
oW f appropriate to take that vote over.
Zﬁa’:\;ﬁ;‘” E fhé Cha;i#man. All right, then‘wbithout objection, the
s ’

) G2l 2 y ‘ : [ "y . ) .
‘ < “* | previous vote will be expunged from the record, and the clerk

h will call the roll.

+)
. [A) A

' Ms. Berning. Mr. Stokes.

23 | ;

4 | The Chairman. Aye.
;;
|
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. Ms.

(No

Ms.

‘(No
Ms.
(No'
- Ms.
o

Ms.

Ms.

Mr.

Ms.

Ms.

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

Ms.

The

Mr.

Berning. Mr. Devine.

response..)

Berning. Mr. Preyer.

response.)

Berning. Mr. McKinney.

response.)

Berning. Mr, Fauntroy.:

Fauhtfoyt Aye§73. 

_Berning. Mr. . Thone.
reSponsé,X "¥ 1ff

Berning. Mrs. Burke.

response.)

Berniné; Mr. Sawyer;
Saﬁyér. Aye; |
Berping.-er;Dédd;
bodd. - Aye.

Berning. Mr;‘Pord.'_

Ford. Pass.

Berning, Mr., Fithian,
Fithian. Aye..
Berning. Mr. Edgar.

Edgar. No.

Berning., Five ayes, one no, and one pass.
Chairman. - What is the parliamentary situation?

Blékey. .That is sufficient, Mr. Chairman.

ALCERSON AZRPCRTING TCMPANY, INC,
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-state that.thelresolution.pasSes: .
dinithe affirmative; the resolution is adopted.
,awaltlng-the arrlval of Mr. Preyer's proxy. In that-interim-

-1t mlght be approprlate for me to note for the beneflt of

the Commlttee-several ;tems. One, Charlle Mathews w1ll be by

effort myself to spe01allze people and I found i® juet simply |

i Mr., Mathews will certainly be around for you ad he will ask
i you to:set'out your preferences one through 17, I will come

iback and shuffle them to try to maximize your preferences,and

16

*Now,vwe have:one vote in process waiting for --
The Chairman. Oon" thls, also?

h Mr. Blakey. I am sorry. It would be appropriate'to
~ The Chairman. All right, then, five members having voted

Professor Blakey’

Mr Blakey.' Mr; Chaifman, we have.one”vote-indlpr¢Cess

to see each of the members individually to discuss the questlonA'
of spec1allzatlon for the upcomlng Klng and Kennedy hearlngs. W

The hearlngs have been outllned by subject matter. -I made an

wasn't approprlate for me to do lt w1thout gettlng your judg—"

ments flrst about the areas where you would llke to spec1allzep
' _ _ l
and with a clear idea d when that material may come up in the

hearings.

By the end of this week or certainly the middle of next, |

then come back to YOu with a tentative list of speoialization,

and then you people can work among yourselves to make sure |

ALCERSCN RIPORTING COMPANY, iNC.
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States District-Judge in the Southern District. We would be

| facing a situation where ‘the Attorney General might well be held
in contempt,'this time in contempt of Congress as opposed to contemn

'ofvcourt*inﬁthe Southern'District.

ThexChairman. I seel. '

Mr‘-Blakey. It would be a veryrinterestiné contempt. We

“would have one or two,chOices. We could'either recommend to him

-7that he prosecute hlmself for contempt,_or that he app01nt a-

specmal prosecutor to prosecute hlm for contempt, or that we
brlng hlm before the bar of the House for a hearlng on contempt
I add, at'thls p01nt; that-thls suggestlonvls no mallc1ous

on my part, as much as I have indicated on the record that I

would like'to see this COmmittee have an inherent contempt, this

isn't one belng pressed by e for personal reasons.

Mr. Ford Mr. Chalrman, Whlle we are waltlng, whlle we

_are waltlng I would llke to know lf 1t would be all rlght for-

thlS Commlttee to move 1n‘a‘d1rectlon where startlng Monday
night with the briefing of the full Committee and the Committee

members, that we would be able to bring at-least one of our

. people, a staff person connected with our office, inasmuch as

we are moving into the August( you know, the public hearings,
if wevare going to do that('I‘personally would like to'have a
staff perSon.that I could‘WOrk-constantly with, you hnom, here-
ithashington while I'm back home in the district.

Mr, Blake&. There would be two eiements;'Mr; Ford, inasmych

. ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
Page 18
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as . we talk about the hearlngs and theplans to use unclaSSLfled Lo

_materlal there would be no problem w1th the staff person belng
present. If we wanted to summarize the investigations as
they actually are in both King and Kennedy, and we got into

classified material, the staff person would not be permitted to

|| be present..

Mr. Ford. Well, we could ask him to leave, but I think

.iat:some-point we”ought’to.bring them inlnow.iﬂFOr:my sake;[yoﬁf

{,know, I need a staff person worklng w1th us to be brlefed on

certaln lssues and certaln thlngs that are 901ng to be brought

gout.» If lt is all rlght w1th the Chlef Counsel along w1th the %

Chairman, I would llke to see us next week some time to have the
permission to bring staff.peoPle £, TN

"Mr.tBlakey. 'Ekcept for one area, apart_from-the classified

‘question, which we coula reveal, except for one area on King,
:lt mlght beaporopr1ate. I woula be moSt'reluctant to,_at the

1 dellcate current stage of the lnvestlgatlon on the Klng srde,hu

tollncrease the number of staff people aware of that investigation,
Forvexample, the entire.Committee staff will not be there, the
entire Committee staff has not been made aware of, indeed, the
entire King staff has not been made aware of our pursuit of

certain conspiracy allegations. We have not had a leak up until

this point.

Mr. Ford. I don't see any problem with that., We can tell

the staff, you know, when they have to step out, you know, or

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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certain information they are not privy of or what have you.

 this. It seems to me as we prepare, Mr Blakey, for the publLC’

‘hearings, that segregatlon of materlal of that which can and

:vstaff in any event.' That has to be carefully done and done ln a
tlmely fashlon;‘and all'I would want, qultefhonestly, and
*obv1ously for my staff person 1s to work to help me coordlnate

- and prepare for ‘the. publlc hearlng,’and;therefore, as we go

our staff or permit our staff to have access to that which is

;no doubt gomng to be used in the publlc hearlng.‘

22

',iThe Chairman. I think Mr;»Fithian is seeking recognition.
' Mr.. Flthlan. Than& you, Mr. Chalrman.

o I just want to strongly support Mr.‘Ford, and I want to say

that whlch cannot be made publlc is lncumbent upon you and the

along, you will have to segregate the information and the material,
in any event, and as you segregate by”section, by parts of inquirie

by parts of the investigation, it seems to me that we could have

And I am only concerned about the’ publlc hearlng at thlS p01nt
All of us have carried the classifled section ourselves on the
Committee. i am only concerned about the public hearing anyway.

-Mr. Blakey. Insofar as we talk about the hearings, there
is no groblem; Insofar as we talk about the full investigation,
the personal staff people would probabiy have to be on a'revolving
door; in and out;:in and out;‘and Qhat I am questioning here is
the utility for them coming and asking them to leave over major

portions of the briefing. It might be more appropriate to bring

—he , (

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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the staff people innwhen-we focus squarely on.the‘hearings, as

-indeed we7will, as soon as‘specialization is fully completed

Mrr Fithian. So you are saying that thlS Monday night
session might not be the best ‘session.
Mr. Blakey. It might not be the best time to begin.

Mr. Fithian,"I am not quarreling with that, but I just want

- to join in'on saying I want to move a staff person in soon. I

“don't want 1t to be two days before we' begin public hearings.’

Mr Dodd Wlll the gentleman yield on that point?

Vlsuggesting here, and E. think informally we have: all discussed With |

each other here the neceSSity to. have some sort of help, particular
during the.public hearing proce;ss.A I think'most_of us had a
staff"person.assigned'in_our own offices.some'time ago to this

area, and then in my own case, that staff person has left my

: employment, and I don t even know what they are dOing, but I think

-1n the case of everyone else, I mean, they haven t done anything,

you know, for a long time‘because of the nature of our hearings.

I was curious myself about trying to bring someone on-to
work with me over the next three or four months, and it raised
through the Committee, the staff;,.the possibility of going back
and maybe getting some ofvthose people that we no_longer have
with ﬁsﬁ I realise there are particular special problems involved
with that, issues that Mr.:Blakey.raised that I think are entirely

legitimate..

I would Mr; Chairman, llke to support what Harold ls L

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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7be.able,to have.sOmeonevwork with me,'if there is‘a'possibility

- of getting someone from the Committee,.that the Committee'is aware
_of, that would be a good person to have, that they may have dealt
w1th or someone they would have brought on or dldn t because they

. reached a level they couldn't bring anyone else on, and’I just :

'.of resources to go to to get someone who would have a.- good worklng;

_knowledge of the thlng before we beglnr

hare}absolutelyygoing'to*have:tofhave“it;

“that are being placed on us as individuals7during that time period.

24

I would 1ikeﬂtodadd as a request here, since I would like to

would like +to be able to haveusomeone,.and I donft know what pool

.:ButAI‘wou;d l;ke to endorse Harold'saooncept;fNI“think'we~__'

Mr; Blakey. One of the things that fsygoing to'habpen or
is happening isvthat:seniorvstaff counsel are beingvassigned
precisely the areas in whlch each of you w1ll be spec1a1121ng,:
and you w1ll be dlrectly, personally brlefed by the senlor staff
people.- <y o | | |

Mr Dodd | It getsﬁmore'oomplicated”thantthat, Bob;f.we
are going to have, you know, we are gofng to have our own local
press in addition to what goes on here, and calls ooming into
the office, a;d what are you doing, and we as individual members
have to do all of that in terms of what was actually said and
what wasn;tyiand'we have to provide not to be hit with it.

I think we are being awfully shortsighted in terms of the demands

And:I'think as much knowledge as these people'areggoing to

ALIDERSKJNf?EFKDRTTNGECC»ﬂPAﬁfY,”QC.*
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1 | have witheut encroaching on the very senSitiVe'areas you have .
v2'.xoutllned I thlnk is really somethlng at thlS p01nt. 'I'think We'
3; Vare probably going to have to have, and I would support Harold's
‘ 4 idea, and I would add only to that that I would l:Lke ‘ s'ome personai
5‘ hw1th the commlttee comlng up w1th someone who could be helpful to
6 | me persOnally that vaould put Onvmy own paeril_during this period.
_z o The Chairman; I see no preblem inbworking'that out. |
_dfali_1‘:;‘ﬁrfﬂDQdd,defhaueda request}zMr,}hChairman:~Iﬁw-abdutd
_?.=,duringrthesefbriéfin§.sessions,you.aredtalhiné aheut_havingv-
:;iQf-:informaipbriefing_sessrunsvhegdnnind_en”Monday%'or'atﬁleast
zilhﬂ.haviné?bneHon;MendapfahautWhere”thingslarelhdﬁhat‘ahput"asfwe'
12 eventually pull the thing tegether, wherevwe have gottenvthe

13 | areas ef“specificity where Weiarelgoing'to'be_working, to have

14 | sort of cellrmeetingsvwrth that staff person.fron that committee?
15” : Mr. Blakey Let me outllne what will happen. ﬁevhave" |
]édd outllned August and September, 1nto l7 subject matters, coverlng
7 } the entlre Kennedy hearlngs and the flrst phase cf the Klng

18 »hearlngs. They have been assigned to senior staff people to

300 7TH STREET, ‘S.W., REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345

19 outline in detail. Those outlines will include the suggested
20 text_qf the narration, the suggested witness lists,znd the questions
21 to be asked of the uitness, our recommendation as to whether

. | | 22 eros_s' ‘éxamina_t:.lc)n would be appropriate ofvthatf Wi‘t.n'ess,‘ and if

23-,Across examination is‘appropriate; what it should sound like,athe
24 specializationvof at least two members of Congress on that witness),

?5 whatdareas those two members of Congress might want to raise with

" ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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- this witness} allbof the exhibits and demonstrable ‘evidence that'
I might be'introduced on:thatbday When all of that is outllned

’_and the backup material that supports it is put together and

fhis'staff in that area.

;Will be poss1ble for any member of Congress tO'come'and'readf'
‘directly through all .the bOOkS,vln effect, preView the entire:-d
“set of hearings.fOnce it»gets'outlinedvWIth thatrkind_of specificii

it &illfthen’be:possibie'for:the‘entire.cohmittee to sit'in;a

questions should be asked what questions should be done on

certain days. By spec1a1121ng like that, it should be . p0551ble

'day becausefhe'knows'What is'coming'up and“probably in;the context

of the hearings, not necessarily missed because major roles will

T 26

the speCialization has been cranked_into lt,.v senior_staff ‘person

_will come»and=work with the Congressman or the Congressman and

The books Wlll be prepared on each of the areas so that:it

strategy session on exactly what the hearings'look like , what

for avmember of-Congress to.choose not to be_present’on a certaino

be played by different people on different days, although ®me time

will be reserved for, probably under the five minute rule, for
each member to ask any questions any day.

Well, I am sure you can remember in the hearing involving
Mr. Nosenko,'how'frustratingﬂand ineffectual questioning of a
significant uitness is under the five.minute rule. You get your
first question in_and it_goes on to the next person.: The defector

really was wiped out by direct and cross examination and then

LY s

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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' 1 totally fegained_ his posture and lco.mp'osure, and 'fi:ankly began
o to g:.ve the tdp :ie\iel; he gained the up'per: haﬁd 5 dealing with
3 ;the Céﬁunit‘téé bec;a.use 4he,.tal_ked all the "ti“m'e and the._‘Committee only
‘ - télk,ed five minu’.tes_."_'
5 : So that i'f:' we can évoid‘: Vthat kind of situétion in ourv hearvi_ngs.,
6 -wé would be much .b‘étter o_ff.. _ |
7 Mr. ._‘,Chairman, it mightA be appr_opriatg at this time. to
8 'E..refsﬁme the roll call o“n" »v'the lmmunz.tyquestlon o
 ' 9 » o ',I‘hé Cha;ir.mafn.. : ,‘.'T,h‘e...Cﬂle;;];.__:vf}i'l;l_.i.nf:c‘:rr._ri,M.r.':f_'M:cKinney at _ﬁhis_
1| Ms. Berning. There is a resolution to confer the immunity
12 fhat you hax)é beforue you. Mr. Fi;thi‘an made tﬁe motion. We have

3| a _vote;

300 7TH STREET, S.W., REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345 .

14 -~ Have you‘hadv Vé _chance' to lo.o.k. at it?-
- 15 . @ Mr McKirrme.‘y._v Yes.
' 16 B 'vI‘hel Cbha'.irmén}_: : Z_.&_lilvxfig'ht.:,‘ contlnue the count
17. | Msb. .Befning.;. Mr -Mvc‘:Ki.x.m'ey. Aye.;'::-u |
18 Ms. Berning. And Mr. Preyer.
19 (No response.) -
20 Ms. Berning.. Eight ayes, Mr. Chairman.
21 | The""Chairman.. All right. Eight mexﬁbers having voted in the
| . . 22 | affirmative, the immunity; order"j..s:‘ granted. |
23 _ "Mr. Blakey. There J.S néthing else to bririg before. the

24 | Committee at this time, Mr. Chairman.

25 Mr. Dodd. You will let us know:.about the meeting on Monday

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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20

21

. ‘ (’ 22

23

24

25

10

eh

13
14
s |
16

170

28
night.
Mr. Blakey. Yéé. '
The.Chaifman;‘AlL right, if‘ﬁhe:e‘is nothing‘furthef-to

come before the Committee at this time, the Chair will adjourn

the-méeting subject to the~céll of the Chair.

(Whereupon, at.ll:35'o{Clqck a.m., -the Committee°:ecessed,
subject.. to the call of the Chair.)
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