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'\EX-EetJ'F--PJ.~S-E-5-S-I-0-~~ 

c() ....... i flee. · · '·-..::· 
( BUSHffi'SS MEETING 

s-- "Jf-

November 15, 1976 

_.f.. 

Lf.S. House of Repr~serit~ti ves ~ 'nz)i:iJ·. 
' · • • < '. ·, ~-. ' •• ·,,: • • • >. ' . . : · · . ~. ;~: : ;;_ 

select committee ·c,ri · Ass·assina:~i'on~; ro: 
,:- . . -- ~-- "5~: 

,·· ·:··· . 
,... ~ · ~ 

Washington, D. G~ - tl 
_ ... "" .. .-""'1.'-- ·:::-

:;.:;...--· :. ·: ,, ,. . •~\ . --'; . 

committee proceeded into executive session ·at. - '1 () ~35 
,.:. 

in f..oom 2310, Rayburn House Office Building, -~~e' ·' 

.{~~?~. J~ Thomas N. Downing <fh~irmari} pr~sidin.g. ' 
· - -~· ., <; :,.--

· ' :·:,,:; < Present: Representatives Downing, (presiding} , ·. Devine, 
; .. - -' : 

.: · <Go~2:'cilez, McKinney, Preyer, Thone, Stokes, · .. Eau~·-troy ; Burke, 

Dodd; Ford, and Anderson. . . . 
.c_-·; ·/-.. 

.... · Also present: 
· .. :· ·:->_ .. . ·. . ·. --~ . - ~,·-;, -, 

_.;·l~.re.~fqr; · .. Kenneth Brootenp j6unsel; Donovan· L ~ . ·_Gay; _ _phie~ ·.·· 

_;·;~~~s~~rc~er; Richard Feeney, Billie Gay Larson,':j~f=be~·c=a · Mar:~n, 
•:• ::./ornmittee. jtaff; CQs E~un'EiB"? Christine Groden~ . ~-~b~~t · Gr6d~n.,· 
~;·:_N·ult~nts; Gail Beagle, Bruce Gwinn, Percy Har;et'; _ Jo~ ·:· . ·: 

.. -.. :r . 
Vicki Peckham ~dministrative fssist~nts ;:·.:· Peter ... D .• . · ·:· .-

.. <'is./a't;r/e. ~ - · ' · .. · 
Robert H. Maloney, Henry Spring, J'eg~;}:ss _istants; . 

· .. '.-.· fe:~e:~rgess, ttaff /;;z:: s:::i::::~s~~:;, ~ / 
. . ' : , , .,. 

;• . . --·~·: ... , .. ' '· ~ ; '' 
. ' '• . ' 

:. .. · .. ·-·~.' .. . .. 

.· . .. :_ 

.... 
. .",' -; · .... , 



. .; :· ... ·. 
. ' . ·<· . . 

. ·,-. ·_ · 

.. . ·· . . 
... . ,. 

9l_fhairman Downing. For the purposes of the record, i 

would like each person . in the room to identify themiel~~s 

with their title. 

Mr. Burgess. Quentin Burgess. I am with Mrs. ·Burke's 
.-.:. 

office. 
- :··, 

·-· . -. 
' ~~ ' " . ._ .. 

Mr. Maloney • Robert Maloney. Congre s sm<:m ·st-okes •.-· 
' •' 

Ms. Beagle. Gail Beagle, Congressman Gonza.lez'~ office. 

Martin. Rebecca Martin, with the commi:ttee·'' sta~·f .• 

· Mr. · Gay. Donovan L. Gay, committee. staff. · 

:.. ' Mr. · Sprague. Richard A. Sprague, chief 

· Mr. Feeiley. Richard Feeney, committee staff .• : ·". 

Ms. Peckham. Vicki Peckham, Mr. Thone ·~~ .. o_f _f :ice. "_. .. _ ~-
_.: .... 

· _ _.-.- -

Ms. Larson. 

·, · · 

Billie Gay Larson, comm±tte·e _· stci-ff'_. · . ·.· . _- . , _ ... 

Mr. Lennon. Peter Lennon, Mr. Dodd's skaff' • . ,.: . 

Mr., McGee. Joe McGee, Mr. McKinney' staff. 
-'· ' . ' -~ : . 

Spring. Henry Spring, Mr. McKinney' s o~ fiqe. : > ·; · 
,.- . ' 

.- . . 
Ms. Grodeno Christine Groden, consultant. < 

Mr. Groden . Ro!>ert Groden, consultant .. ·- . 
··: 

' ) ~ -

: . _:.- ·., ··. 

Mr. Briggs .. William ·Briggs, Congressm~# . Fauhtroy's . s,taff. 

Chairman Downing. The first item on the exe6utive 

will be a presentation by Mr. Sprague~ 
' .-_ : ;,. . - ~ . ::_ 

Mr. Sprague. 
. . ,, ' . , ·( ' ' . 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Select ,. 
, . . ,l , , ... · 

.· ' -·-: 

I .. would like to take up what has A:>eeri :d.one·· up 

. .. ': ~- - . . . 
-·-:: .. ··.·.·, . ..._ ... 



' .; -~ ~·:. : 

··· ·Q ..•. 
'"· ... . ··: . 

··;··:··: 

.··• .. 

' ' ' 3 

point, what analysis has been made by the staff with: r ,e.gard 

·.· · · . .... 

to what the needs are of staff in the direction of the . 

investigation. Suffice to say that in being asked to 

chief coun~el :and director of this investigatiori~ 

I have entered upon those duties with a number of· assU:mp.tions. 
... ·.· . <_.:··;·./: ... · ~ ...... ' . ( 

The 'first assumption is that. it is the intent; of the ·congress 
·, ": .-.: .. ··:,....' 

·resolution on the investigatio~ of th~· , t~o · 
• . •• •• • < • • •• 

· a'ssassinations of Dr. King and President Kenned~, · ' .to ~ $ee . ~-. . . · . 
. . 

... that 'the investigations . are done in a thorot1gh ,profes.s-ional .. 

the kind of manner that can withstand, as it ought 
.· . ·.·· 

·.· ; '-

searching analysis as to what has be·en done 01'l .. ''a · 
day~by-day basis. 

. . . 

. 7/ ·_with that in mind, I have also accepted:_ the bas:i9:.·> 

assumption that since one of the reasons tha'1:· the~e ... . · 

2. 
investigations have come to pass is that -~· . , .. · 

·' .. -;' . 

.. · ~ <·,; .. 
. . · ... 

· · ~hairman Downing. Let me interrupt, Mr·. Spr~gu~. · · 
~ . 

Anderson has been appointed to fill .. in the .y{icancy 
. ~ .. ' . 

Ma~ · ~ ; · 
occupied by Congress~t Talcott, and he is oh _hl.s';··. way 

.. 

now, so if you will just desist for the mo:ment, and , 

. ·. ' ~ 

will wait for Mr. Anderson. ": ,·, ·~ 

· ~hort recess:) ·: . . 
' . ·. . . ' . ; 

Chairman Downing • . The committee will ag·ain come t~ 

. ·,' 

addressed t,o the Speaker: "As a resul.t .- of 

~ ., ~ . 
· ... . ·:··, 

. .... .. . ..... . •, ~- .... . ·' ' . • 

.:> 
' ..:· 

·. : ~- ·. ., 



resignation of the Ho~~ Burt L. Talcott for the 

Select Committee on Assassinations, I now make the appoint~ent 

a of the Honorable John B. Anderson." 

- , 

Docid: 3d;6:6ai5 :;., 
•, _ •··. ~- :- ' ' : 

. - ~ 

tf/ Mr. Anderson, · welcome aboard. This coffimittee is very 

to have your talents. 

Mr. Anderson. Thank you very much, Mr. 

Mr. Harvey. Percy Harvey from Mr. Harold . Fo~d ~ s stJ:if+. ~- . . 

Chairman Downing . John, Mr. Sprague is ·just _b~-gihniricj:, · _ 

presentation. 

All right, Mr. Sprague. 

Mr ~ Sprague. Mr. Chairman, if I may, I will just~ --

start from the beginning. 

As I was stating, upon taking this position as chi~f 
., ;· . 

·counsel and director·, I have taken it with a number -of 

assumptions which I think I ought to state preliminarily., 

is that the Congress of the United States, in passing ';; 

resolution for the Select .Committee on Assassin~~ionE!; 
. ' 

intends that there be a thorough, hopefully de'fini.tive 

· :investigation with regard to each of the assassinatiohs ,· - ~: . 

Martin Luther King and Pre.sident Kennedy. 
· ,' •, 

... . • ... · 
Secon~ I have made an assumption that- on~ of · th~ 

~ , .. ; _ . . · . . , . . ~ 

that these investigations have come into >beipg is · 
. . . 

>~ that questions have arisen, criticism has arisen, wJth , ·. : : . 
·- ~ - \:' -

-: .• .. --. · · 

regard to prior investigations, the extent to · which , other '·: ; 
• · , I • . • • .- ' •· ' 

ag~ncies of government, particularly the jxec~_tive ~ra~ch . .. 

~'; O.f :·go_verrtment, participated. in · those pre'r~m.i~ ·- inves-tigations~: 

' . ;· . . 

'/ 



s • 
. . '.• 

and the extent to which those other agencies withheld 
:·.: ~ 

information, or did certain acts that perhaps indicate . · .... · ·· 

' 3. destruction of documents affecting the results of the 

·. ·4 investigation. 
' ' 

. ---~ -~: . 

CfJ I am not stating, saying whether those things are __ 
. ·.,_ 

or not. I want to say to this committee . that I have _;;· 

no conclusions, I have not the slightest opinion, tlfth·· ·. 
··. . ..... \ :' ·., 

;regard to either death, with regard to any wrongdoing by .. 

. ·.· g _! -: ahy .:t9'encies of gov~rnment, with regard to any inaccuraciE?_S, 
; ~:- ::- :.~~; -' . . .· . 

. ·:. · .. -. 

10 '. with regard to what has been developed in the past'., :I :: tak~< 

.the function now to be to thoroughly investigate and: > 

. ,. _ ,: .' ascertainwhat is the evidence, indicating who in fact 

0 were the participants in either of the assassinations. ·· 
-~ . . 
. . ~ 

Is there any additional evidence that was not k11own . __ _ 
., 

·earlier? 

In addition, is there any evidence indicating that.· 

" ' ., .. 

:there ' may have been participation in each of the assassi.n~.tions 

more than one person; and whether or not any a ·gencies , :: 
. ·--- · - -~ .. . . 

. ':::.:':_ ._:_ government have impeded attempts to ascertain the,' an:!;\:i~rs : :: 

-:;!··. 
those questions before? 

With that again being an assumption on my pa:r~-~ .I ;tak~ 
... ; __ ·: "-·'• 

· , ·.- ., 

q > 22. 
... _-: . . ,._. 

' ' ' ,, ,· >: 2~ : ' 

it that this Congress would not, in authorlzirig hhis 
.·. ~-(_. . :· . . .,. 

_· .. · ~ ·)_ 

investigation, have as its investigators the ~gencies of 

.- .-. _•:..-:_ , .• .. 
the ·Federal Government that perhaps might be .. par.t · of~ the 

. ' \ - .... . ·'· ,· 
:··- .. 

investigated. By that, to be. specifip , :,:it· seems_ .. · 

. ·.- .. ·· . 

' . 
;-. . . 

~- ' .. . 

»'oc~'d.: i2266B:Iit ' P gii'>1 . :, ;_ . . , ,:----: ,:· ' . . ·.··:-·:.-_ 
... -. _, 
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. . . :·:--: ' 
· __ .. , · .. ' 

·' _., 

to me that what has to be for this investigation to be • . 
. ·.· ' 

thorough, at least attempt to be definitive, is an ·indepen.d'E?nt 
. -~ . . . 

investigative staff of the Congress, not beholden t .o any 
. •, 

other agency of government. Again that is one of the 

assumptions that I have made in arialyzing what has -~o · b~ 

done, and making a determination to recommerrd : to . y<;>u : a~ . ·, · 
. . ··.' . 

t ·o • what kind of staff is necessary for this invE7sti.~atioll@ 

I , ,(i{Il , not stating whether or not the Congress · was ~awa::J:'e as · ·, · 

·>·.to wpat really is involved in the investigation of twp. ·: · 

homicides, two deathso It is not something tha~ y()u do :with 
.. --.. 

three investigators and two file clerks. 

a .· 71 Upon taking this assignment, I have instituted . a number. 
. ,_ .. 

. of .measures, and have taken certain actions up to th,is ' •' 
. · '.·,· 

poi-nt; one of which was to be in touch with agencies· S)f · · 

. the J'xecutive ;{ranch of government, the CIA, the b'epatttnel).t· 
t :. 

,, 9f .Justice, who spoke in behalf of that depa·rt{Il€mt an,~·· t·li·e 
-···.... . . :. 

. -',_ .' 

.. : ::pl3I, .· to initiate reque:sts for access to material· :in : t:he:i,:r , .•· 

.. · ' "/ :--· . 

-: .Possession • Suffice to say that the indications up to this 
. · ~-

point have been that of full cooperation, and !might say _ 
-..! . . ·• . .. . 

' '• . 

that in speaking to the representative fro1n the CIA, he . 
_-.. . - · ~ : . 

advised me that just at. the initiation of our 'iz:vestigation / 
- -:!. :- . .... 

the CIA has some 64 cartons of documents for examhi~tio~· ·.· '. • 

-~~.: . 

.. . . 
·· and review, which points out to some extent· really . t _he( . 

. ·;_ ,' 

size of the task that is being undertaken h~re, .. bec~use · ... ·' 
.· .. .. ·'· ';. . . 

·are dealing there with just 

. _- ;< ; • · •• • • • ··.: ... : . . 

~~e.-.e.y 
one h 1 aneh 

·· ·' 

. ,• .,· . 
'.·., · ...... 



0 

7 

franch of _government in terms of a mass of materials. 

YJ In order to investigate, it seems to me that ther~ ; \ 

must be a review made as to what has been done up untii ti6w· ~ 

I do not see how, in loo~ing and deciding the directf6hs 
·. , . 

togo, there can be any intelligent appro~ch withb~t, f indi'~g 
. -· . - : -· .. _ .. ·· ' ... · . . ...,_ .. 

. Zlj.ili 
analy~ ... 

. . ''. ·.· .· ,; :- · / ;nt~, : . . .· ,.: 
it, dete.;-mifiBi!WiMJM . in 

'tr~ o .-.de ·~ · ·t'o '· ·. · 
be done,~~:· . 

. ':;·'~--~ be able to make· a determination:·~· what. else · ~as·· . ~-

·' .. ': ·. 

Ea·ch of you has 

out an approach in each of these two cases. The' .' : 

I think was raised as to why should we procee.d :on · 
. .·. .-· 

, .: : 

both~atters, the two assassinations at . the same time? 
' • ~ - ·c- - , . • ._· -~ ·.-

.... 
~ .; 't• \ . 

With regard to that question, let me res.pqnd -as follow~ .: · 
. · __ ~ ,; .- :. . ; ~ 

I tnink it important that we proceed simultaneously; for > · 

·the rea..son that, as I look at it, as a hom~cide inVe~t:lga,to+.:. 
' : : ' . " . ' .. . •., -~- . 

prosecutor, we are being called to the scene .·of two honii:C:ide~> 

.. really 13 years later and 8 years later 0 

. ··- · ·: 
I do n'Ot . thin~ -· 

is in the interests of this Congress, if it means ·what . 
... - .. _ .... , __ 

·it said, investigating the matters thorougl:lly, that thEL .·· 

Congress ought to be part of any further delay. 

·. •. 
•• • • < . ·.:. : . 

24 
... here as passed by the Congress, that authoritd,.es .. in_ ·Tennessee ·:: · . 

.. : , ._ 

haye destroyed some documents relating to the s .urveilL:i.nce · . 

• ."• r 

--·.: -,.:-.:. 

D(tlJ_Id : 'j:Jd~d~t;/> . : . . 
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on Dr •. King. If that be so, and I have sent an inve!?tigative 

team down to Memphis, it emphasizes the fact that ani delay 

one of these investigations is not really in the 

inter~sts of the Congress to do a thorough job • 

... .. 9J There is another reason. As again an investigat:or 

homicide prosecutor, to me one of the essehtiais:<in _:a . 
··. ··, ··'). 

:thorough investigation is not to have a time i~~i.t~tioh. · ·, 
. . 

''"··· :. '· .'' 

a different species of animal than ·theCongress .. '·."; · . · · 

to have say the unemployment statisfibs ~n~i6hi~~~ ~ 
. . . ., . . ; ~ , .·· . 

from Thursday and you can get it. You cannot iri< tn~S. 

matter by ~x months from tod~~ -~}:. ori-~e 
.p~t a limitation, a time barrier, that is destructive ·:of 

·investigative team, because what happens, and T ·speak .. ,_: 

. . . . ··"' . . /'' . 

from experience here, the areas of inquiry, tqe::, peqpte ••. 
,,. ,.. .. I _,.. 

~re being subject to the investigation,~th~f / ... -.. 
. ~ > 

lirnftation as a point where they know . that if\hey · get . ' . .. . . , · . ' 

,;., ' ' 

if they get lost for a while, if they tie . yo~ ·up -in.· 

for a whil~, they can really end up · p~ev~ntirig the 
.. ·... .. ; ;· ;: 

-·. · __ .. : ·-- ~- r·: .: · .. 
concl\lsion of the investigation. I think it wouia· be a ·.· : 

and again . my main assumption is that · :Whiit · is ,. -. 
. . .'. ~ ·, . 

int~nded here is to do a thorough job, p:rofessioi"l~i .. jpb; 
· ···· ·, . .· . . 

can be, to start imposing ·some b.:{rri·e~ of . 

tim~ If we were to proceed, for example, · in the . Ki~.g 

., . ' 

·. . . -:f:~ . . 

.. . _;• ;"' .. 

first, there would be a great p~sh'to. . ~et that 

up, so \-le could get on Kennedy(!) ~ . · .If .·. 
·:·· : ·: ' 

:·' ••.. ' . .:' .. : ·. 
; ' . . ·~ 

.. ·· ,,. '· 

'··· ... ·• 
~· ~· ... . 

'.J.: 
- ' 
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were to be proceeding on Kennedy, there would nonethele~s 

_a push to get that wrapped up, to be proceeding on KiD;~ 

that kind of pressure ought not to exist, 

·. j:hat again in our main thesis of doing it thoroughly, we · 

be willin·g to do them both. 

_.-_.: <f/Now what do I mean when I say "thoroughly"? . I '' am awa:r·e . 
· . .: __ .. 

Mason on TV, ··· and the appearance t;.hat · y9u ··start ; '· .. · -

< a~-S-r;oint ~nd yo~ . go to'7'oint z""and it is a nice Pat~-
- -:. - .. · .. ·. ·. ·-· 

am not that good an investigator. I have ~. ·:never beeh. _, 

do that. 

: I think a great number of questions have arisen -l.p . 
' · ·· .. 

ea~li :·case I which I will get into in a moment, which . 
-~-~ . ,, . 

un'f~J;tunately make the . public question the integrity: of'-: 
. - .. "- . · .. ~ 

,. .. · ' '· -\- · -

., ' .. ,. : . ' 

Quest-ions .. hcive .:beeri 
. . . ' . ·'' . government, the integrity of officials. 

> • • • . _.-.· 
pn each of these cases going into. the thoro_ughne~s ;: 

.. -<~ 
~ -· . :;··-.. " , ; 

investigation" .. · For my pa:rt, as ·your · chi~f,; ;coup.s'ei· 
, .. · .· .. :'-

I feel that it is necessary in the _ 1-nv:~~ :tiga_i . .ibn . 
.. : . ~ f.'·-:. 

willing to be patient and thorougho I never can: tell 

, wh.ether a street, an avenue of an investigat~on ·. is 
-:.-. . · ' 

whether it is in fact not relevant until I 9'() : · ·aown : · 

street. 
. ·.· . , . 

What I think is required when we talk about· a thorough .·. 

inve.stigation is a willingness to take up the areas ·-·of: 

materiality, to be willing to .gof.opwn those <:;- : . 
• • ~:.- .; • r 

-~· ·~ .... -.· 

make a determination when we get .dow!l .ther~~ · yes, . 

_,_ ·. 

I i, ·. ~ • . ~--
•. -·. · 

'; .-:_ ; _ -: •.. :·; ... ~ 

.: 

. _: 

' . . . ~ . . 
1 , _ 



··:· .. , : 
· - !!' :_· . 

· -.'.\ ~ -:- -· ~ · .. • 

. . 0
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we,::: found out in no way aids, in no way is really 

ultimately relevant to what weare seeking, but if we 

are un~illing to be that tho~oU.9h, then again I say thereis 

no reason to be engaging in this investigation. 

·,';(.9J To do it in a manner where we do not seek .and in"!;:'end .. ' to 
~- . ' · . . ·i.( 

definitive and thord}igh from my own feeling rrieans 
.:. ,. ··. 

·-~~ l! ' 
~-' • \ -··r • 

·really don't do it in the first place. .I am awclie tha-t - ~-
I ,_. __ , 

are people in the .Congress who perhaps felt. th;a.9 _no,,· · 

thes.e investigations ought not to be _ pursued, · for v~tFi.o,us : 

':(~~~as~n~~ But my point is . the Congr_ess has decided· " t9,<~~q_: i~ ,:- -
-,., :tl : --~ 

I think that there is literally a vested .. . irtter.e$t · in ·.• 
, ;.? 

member of Congressj whether he . was for it. or po':t· in .·: _ 
. ,: _," ; . · -·~ - :} :. ,_ ... · .. 

the first instance, .. that i:i( it is to be done ; . it ·rimst b€r 
. \ . ' , . .. -

.-· 

done thoroughlyo To do it in a manner that. ·is _goi~g· _ ~9 . , 
.,,·-. 

·raise a.s many questions as have· been raised ;u·p to 'now· is.-· .. -
. '• . : ~ 

. ~ -
~:~~~~defeating, and I .w~uld u-rge the members .of · tli.i~ 5· 

-.· · 

_~p~lrtrittee not to participate, just for your owri sake al)d . 
· · ... '· • 

"·· . ' . . . ~ · 

the sake of the Congres·s, in an investigat·i~n that :is· . 

. · j :G-st going through an appearance for the sake :of' appearanc:e, . . . 

the desire to do it thoroughly. · 

What do I mean when I say "thoroughly"? Let me _ bring~ 
( .: 

attention a number of matterso In the brief period -. ., 

.:time that I have been working ~on this matt;er, not -onlY_ 

through concepts of what kind of . an drganizatiop ·is ·,._ 
· , -· . 

. ·· ' 

.. 

to do a thorough investigation, revie.wih'ifcapp1ications., '· 
. . ;- - . ' . _,. ·' 

: .,_· 
. __ ;..· 
•.· 

.. •: :,.1 '''(·· . 
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11 

1 and not getting them all reviewed yet, trying to interview 

2 people, trying to take up questions with regard to the 

3 commitment of the Congress in getting space, I have sought 
-, 

'4 to get some investigative effort underway. I did not see· 

5. why, just because I happened to be sitting doing some house-

6 keeping chores something could not be done in the meantime. 
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· . . ' 

' ., •: . ·. ,:: .. 

- , 

' . 

When I switch over, as I am now, to the area of. President. 

· .. 23 · · ~ennedy, we are obviously here talking about a matter :: th~e ." : .... 

. · 24 ·has been investigated, that has been analyzed by God knows · · 
'·· ~ ' 

· .. 25 · how'many .people; how much as been .written on it, I could not 
. ~ ·_ .. 

. , ;.: 
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0
·. ·.·· 

even begin to guess. 

1/ We have the additional problem ~- and I do not look 
,., ' 

. upon this investigation as merely critiquing what has been · ._, 

done. before. It seems to me that the mandate is to find 

o:ut what is the evidence and where it leads. But obviously . 
<- : < 

w~ have to look into wha,...,.t has beeri done, and we have it in our 
V' 

here. 

In the Warren Commission investigation they had a 
.. . 

"· ·· ·.·· . g ,· staff, direct staff of their own, of 83 peopl~. ThE7Y had, . ·. ·. 

.. ;· :::_' ' 
, 10 . ~n addition ;;- and it is the "in addition11 that 

. ..,. 
counts -- ls·o 
.. ' - .~ · 

ll full-time FBI agents assigned to that Warren C.ommission :: · 

12
. with . all of the secretarial and supporting personnel necessary 

. -- . . . . · ~. . . 

·13 . 
· .. ,,.. : .. -

!q . - . 

; ·: ·.· .~ :.: , .... : 14 

ta.· 

' -·· .. ·· 
.: ' . l9 

. ·' . ~ .. 

those 150 full-time agents to operate. · In addition, they ~. · 

· .. , 

gave, · again, all of the clerical and supporti.~g personnel 

for those additional people. 

They had, in addition, 60, six-zero, full-till).e professional 

from .the Secret Service ~ssigned to work with the ·warren : 

.commission, again with all of the filing, clerical,_ back-up . 

. . 

personnel that they needed. . -; ; , . 

. .The Justice Department has told us that .· they put fo~r 

and would not have fig~res for us as· to what,·. 
0 ··_;, ··· 22 

-:. ,. ' 

, . ·' :: .. :; · .they had in addition, or the clerical and back-up dat.a . . ·. 
· :. 23' 

.·.·· .• :·i_:,.,<·.-·; ·-~ . . r • 

_:. :-.~~- -: 

' ' 

The State Department advised us that they· gave certain. 
. 'I . 

full-time .support, but did not tell us of the number. · 

. , .. _ .: : 

.· :, 
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- -- 1/ The Internal Revenue Service stated that their Intelligence , 

provided six staff years of , support. I do not know -, 

---.-_ . 9 . 

what that figure means. But what I am pointing out is, · this··-

involved in the Warren Commission investigation. 

We are talking here of an investigation that is 
.·: · .. .. ; . 

not covering just that one assassination, but covering two . . 

So that when I talk, as I am going to talk to you _abqut · 

. a staff need of 170 , one-seven-zero' while that may s'ound to 

. . -. 
the experienced people around Capitol Hill and the -people in . 

the Congress of the United States as a big staff_, ' the . determi

-nation of big staff is only made on the basis: . W~Iltit is <" _-_ · 
12 larger than what staffs other congressional dollllilfttees have. . -

· 13.' __ B.ut I urge this committee not to evaluate it on that;: 
;,. ; 

14 .basis, but to evaluate it in terms of the job to be d~ne> the · 

15 need that exists . 
. ~, ·,, .... 

16 Let me say again, I do not want to keep repeating myself,· 
.: "'~ 

17 you do not know me . · I ain not: giving a figur~ - tha·t is . a 'padded 
. . . 

figure. I am not playing the game of saying -~ · "Here is ·half 

, ·· · 

·· · · 19 , - again what I need." going on the assumption that it will . be .· . 

cut somewhat and then I am ending up with what I really need. 

Now I consider, again, my function to effect~vely be 

22 your counsel, not to play that kind of game, hut to . lay out . 
. •. 

·pr€:cisely what is the need. And I will, as I say, get into a . 
· . ' i 

24 breakdown of wh~t one-seven-zero means. But compare -.- 170 · 
... 

· .: . . ·· .. ':. • . · . . 
with what existed viith. just the Warren . Co~issi~n and we have ' 

, . 
.. · .· ·.· 
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task not only of reviewing the work that they did, but 

has come to the fore, and again we have threshold areas 

0'" · .. ·. ' ' 

-··. 

inquiry in the book that we have for you here, in the 
. _ · : .. , .. . 

and assassination of President Kennedy. But it 

has come to the fore, for example, that there was . a des t1;uction · · 

document, at least , by. an FBI agent, and letme say, 
.. _., .. ~- -. . 

. ··.· 
1 ·even there, I am advised that the Department of Justice IIJ.ay , 

. " ~ ., . ·• '... . . ~ 

8 shortly be prosecuting that FBI agent for , perjlirj, ·although it ' 

,. · 9 .· :i,s interesting to note what that FBI agent said was that 
' . -·.·· · 

;his destruction of a particular document relevant . in the :·· · 
:., 

.. 
· · 11 .Kennedy · assassination was based upon orders that he got from ' 

·· t2 

0 

17: 
18 

19 

.;;. 20 ' 

: •,· ·'.: 

. '. • '· 

·. ..· .. 
.. ._-. ; .; ·, .. - ·I .· .:·· 

Doci~· : 322668;1 5 · 

>. · <fl ·The question in my mind is the invest:igator _h :e,re , •. L ' do 
.... •.'' 

to be locked in by someone who is charged :with 

before we have had even an opportunity _ to· be in:t~r..;. 

him. 

area of our government's attempts to assassinate forelgn 
.. :;.· 

. l~aders, particularly Castro, was an area th.at was not . made 

to the Warren Co1nmission. . So again we are talking : 

of an investigation that goes into what had been ·· 

done, but into many, many areas in terms of area that has .· come 

t:o the public attention since, which I dart.ay :~ep;·esents · . 
of the reasons that there is a public disq1,1iet .. ·· · 

' .. 

,· 

•-.;~!:~;· : , It is - interest:i,ng, and we have it . in . bur report to_ yo~ .; ; 
· "' · ' 

.- ·~~!--- .. ·.·-· . · ~ ' .· : · · .· < • • • 

. ·, ... ' •: . -, 



·o ··· 
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.. · .. 

' : ., ~ 

' ·• ~· .. · 

• ; .. ;_ -. 

-~ ·. -•;_ 

. . _ .. : . .':;_:" 

.. :· ~ 

14 

15 

Patty Hearst disappeared, was kidnapped, with all due -: 

respect to the Hearsts, as compared with the magnitude of 

an : investigation as to whether or not other people are 

involved in the assassination of a president, where that was 

a civil rights thing, but in t~e . months' investigaticm by 

the FBI in the kidnapping of Patty Hearst, the FBI alone, not --, 

': talking about state agencies, spent $2.6 million. > That is 

we got from the FBI. 
·, '- ... . ~· 

when we are talking about what is necessary_ in an .-· 

get back, you do not just cmnpare _it: What' 
... •' . ' -~ -

.. . ~ . 
. - . . I 
does the -- I 

.. ,:- . :,.· ·. . 11 

'· · 

am sorry I am not that familiar 'with. congressional 
. ·-•··_·. ·.- . . I 
comnn.ttees ---' . . . 11 what does the Agriculture Connnit-tee have on its · 

That cannot be the approach here . . It .. has to be on the 

be done and the need . 

We have other documentation in our reports ~uch as just 
· . .:. ·· ·-. 

16 . 'the House Impeachment Co!nmittee, it had a staff of 174 
.. _._; . 

~ .. . 

' . 17. members. There was not the need, not investig<:ting the . , ·:.· 
.. . 

18 complexities and the mass of material and the areasinvolved 

~ . · ) 19 and the travel involved which is called for here. in that 
... . , · 

20 

21· 

· : :.- '" 

connnittee. That exceeds what I am asking this cominitteeto 

give its support for in terms of a staff. 

As I say to you, frankly each time I havesaid this I · 

23 · ertd up really feeling when I am talking about a. sta.ff ·of 170 

,:~-~- is being such a minimal figure that when . som~body . · r~acts ·. : 

th.:ft is · too much", you cannot do .this' job. ' 

:- · 

. . · 
' . ··._:_ . 

. -- . . -· . ··-- · ·, .. _,_ · ... . 

., •· . 



.. · ... 

And I _would say to you, and I mean it, every bone of sincerity; 

: · .. ~.... . . 

··. 8 . 

· . ·i · .. 

. 12 

, do not tarnish this House of Representatives or yourself 

by/ commencing an investigation with not the -facilities to do 

a thorough job and you are not going to be able to do . :lt ·. 

:with· less then the minimum figure I am . talking . abotit .. :-. · .. : 

9/Let me = you how that breaks down and, again keeping 

in mind what I have been talking about here, · just think how 

minimal it is. 

In each of these two investigations I am ~alking about .· 

I and we have a chart on the last page of .the booklet that · 
l'f 

is before you ~ of the two investigative teams, ·basically 

Kennedy and King. I am talking about 15 investigators on . 

· 13 ·.· . each, attorneys that is, and 25 investigators .. That is 40 -. 

.... . : 14 
. _ people on each. 

- 15 
- .· . ......... If anyone is going to think that th:a:t' is . too mammoth _\ -

-:--. ~ ... . 

. . :16 'a size · investigative force, they just, you know, ' a.re not . · 
. . , ___ , ) _. .. .. _ 

. . ·.17 realistic. 
. ·.: -._ . 

-, , -. 
. . . 

18 , · Forty people, getting into the complexities of each of 

. ~ , .. 
. ,-.9 : 

these, ·is as minimal a squad as you can hope - to have . 

. . 
.... . ;· ., 

· . .. ' · 

.· ·· _\ 

· '· . ' 

20 Right there then, between 40 and 40, that is 80 people, · ._. 

right there. Would you really think you can do it on le.ss? . ··-· . . 

0 ··-. _, ::· 22 ·no not attempt it. I am not talking about cleri~al .-
: •'.··, 

.. . · 23 . 
"·' . .. . ---:r ·· _:• . 

0 
. ,.·-. _ _,_~ . 

24· 

, __ ' 25 

. . . ~ ·. 

<·: Let me alsO s·ay this, from the investigativ~ standpoint, .· 

to do a thorough job does not mean merely going - to some 

w'itness and saying.~ to him "Coine · before o_ur ~~bcommi~tee or 
·, .· 

. :-~ 
_. . ·_. ,_._.· 

·-·:_, . 
·.- . . ; _·-. ·' 

. ----. :.~ .. _;~ ~---~: ._ . _ .. . __ 

a~~ ::3:tf' ,· _i ' . 
' .-. <: 

, . 
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and relate what you have to say." That is not ·the · 

.way, in my opinion, you investigate. To investigate means 
~~ . 

-:{'··· . 

) ~ield . interviews, it means being able to analy~e what this 

saying, to be able to then check the areas of 

corroboration or the areas to disprove what he is . saying.· 

\j:i,: '.:~ ·w· It is only when that information has been. tested that '. 
.. ' .. 

:·there is then, in that instance, reason to then bring him ·· . · .. .. 

8 
. and have him under oath, let 1 s say, before a committee- or a .· 

There is another way . in which the committee aids· in the · .. ·•· 
. . . 

investigation. Obviously, when we talk to people they do pot : 
. <"~.~-. 

· -· .· 12 ·have to talk to us; they can tell us to go jump. in the lake. 

. . _.13.: 
It is important to be able to then ~ay, "Well, -you do . not want :• 

-.14 . . . __ ; . . ~ -

to talk to us, fine, we · are subptenaing you befor~ ·a sub com-: 
. :•. _, ~-

. i~-

mittee of the Congress of. the United States, ·_ ·. and · that 

going to testify. 1 ' 

... << 17 . 
•· .. . So it is a device to ' bi able to use in th~'in~~stigati~e ~~ 

' process; hopefully along the line as information: is developed . 

to be able, perhaps, to also use the terms "public . heari~gs" · 
. · . .. ··-. -~ . 

~ .. 

' 20 i{ ~hat is developed is developable and does not thwart · the · 

21 .: continuing investigation and is in the area that ought to ·· 

b~ imparted publicly. · · ·-· 

·.· 23 . But you need to have, to do an investigat:i,on, the ability. 

~4 - to ' put p.eople on a polygraph if they would agree t~ <fo 'it. :·:.. .. 
_,.··· 

. ~ . . . : ·· .. ;• '• ) . ' -.-. • .. -::· ... 

happen to · think .the .polygraph is .. gospel;: I would 
.. · .. 

... ~: .-.:. { ~:: ·-. . ~;: : : 

Doc:(~= 3226~81'~ : ·· .. ~:~;~-':i•:i;!)~:~:-''_ , 
-.·. 
' 
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to see its use in court speaking as a prosecutor. Bcit 

as an investigative tool, and also with the stress evaluator, 

because some people will not agree to go on the polygraph 

.4 but you can be recording what they are telling you and you 
,_., .. 

. :~·· · . ~ 

can run it through t1:H:~ stress · evalu£'tor. These are very, 

6 very' helpful i~vestigative tools. 
. ~ -

. . ~ · 

: -· 
. . -,_ ~ 

~ ·~ . . 

. 11 
· .. 

:~ ~ .. 

. -. -~ . 

' · 

15 
·~: ' . 

20 
·•' .. 

'~ · .. 

21 
, .. . ;· .. ,:: 

' : ~ ... 

22 

- . 

•. ' 24: 

. · ..... 

···,·· 
na-cii'd~· -322668u( 

: ,:, ' . ' 

.(/)if you- will permit me to . digress here. a moment, in the 

murder case, with the FBI, we had a woman 

was a conduit, she was not the initiator of the )nurci.ers, . 

was not dowri with the trigger people; we got het ~d go -- . 
·_,-. ' 

on a · lie detector test; with ari experienced polygraph operator · 

. the iesponses that the subject gives are unimportant : '- As ·. · · 
.. ·-- ., .. 

·a .ma::tter of fact, · the subject can remain mute. because what 
. . ' . 

get is the emotional respo:q.se. The answer. is ·meanihgless. . . -

With the expert polygraph people we not only, by the " . · . 

of a polygraph with that young lady, were able to get :: · 
. ~ . : . 

.. 
. I . 

of' her information N not that she was saying it at fir~t · 

~lush, it was finding out really whit she was withh~~ding _-/; ·•• .· 

and· a good operator is not confined merely to. just the . answer' .. ··· 

he can ferret into what it is you are withholding_ from us. if > • 

-he asks hi.s questions well. We were able to ascertain that .. -
,::;· 

this young lady's own father was the one who recruited her 
' ..,: '!' 

We were able to 

·ascertain that she in turn recruited then her ,.husband. · We 

were able to ascertain locations that the conspir'atprs met. :. ' . 

, · 
. . , •' ~-- .. . 
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' 
We were able even to ascertain the dates, the motels, =not 

on the basis of what she was volunteering, but pinpointing .it ·. 

3 . 
in questions . 

. 'llso what I am saying to you is, to do a thorough investi-

gation, this area, a polygraph-stres:> evaluator unit· aga;in is 

necessary as is on my original chart, to be .available .to each 

7 . ·-' . . . - . . 

of the investigative teams whe~ they have a need, when they 

8 
can put someone on the polygraph or run them throughthe 

stress evaluator to be able to call them there. Again, ·· you 

not talking about clerical people. 

I must address myself now .to one other major area on · .. 

organizational chart here . 

Speaking as a prosecutor and as a lawyer, r ·have found 

'that when I have two secretaries, items get filed for me · in 

about . 22 different fashions p. and the way in which one secre~ .·: · 
' · 

· ·· --· 

. 16 · tary, the heading she files something under ; we never remember . 
• f ,;~ • • • 

. . . . . 

17 later when we want the documents and I end up finding there 

18 is something in one file that is relevant to something in 

·l9 another file and we, unfortunatelyp find it out after the. fact. 

20 . It is necessary in an operation of this magnitude, ·with· · 
;.· 

the documents that we are talking about ~- and I will use·, ·· 

I . . . . . 
for .example, just the King plea of guilty -- that any document;" 1'1 . . .·. . ... 

. that we obtain, we are being inundated by people -sending us · / 

information now, but there is a .need to get, for example in 

the Kennedy case, access . to files, information; in t;:he . :··.· 

. . .~ . 
-~- ' ... : .. ·.· . · ~. ..:. . . . . :·· . 
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·King case the investigation, the court records; these should< 

not .come to individuals on the staff, they will get lost. It 

is necessa.ry to have a document control unit so anything 

that comes in, addressed to me, addressed . to anyone else on 
.. 

· the staff, it does n6t co~e to us; if it does it ~ili never • 

be correlated or used . It is necessary to have an.operatiort 

here that these items that come in must come to a central ' 

8 ' document unit, which must note, obviously, the dateof . ·. '' : .~ .... 

.. .. 

·. receipt, they mus.t separate out in its initial evaluation, .... ·. · 

. Kennedy on the one hand, ~ing on the other. 

~ <J}There has to be a research group to analyze ·that 'document, · 

not only for purposes of a master filing of the docl.llllent, but .. 

t.J : · fo.r purposes of cross-references, knowing where th£t is ' to 

be listed ~or filing purposes. 

Again, that is a small part of it. This document may . ·. 

r~fer to .six different people. We have to be able to cross;. 

.'··-' 17 .reference that to what we already have in. Tha:t guilty 
-- - ·,: . 

. 18 plea of Ray's must be cross-referenced to what we already ·. · 

. :. . ~· .. 
have in so that the use of the name Bridgman,)the us~ of the 

name Sneed, the use of the name Galt, so that when we have .. a , 

exists. 

This is a mammoth task for it to be handled properly. ·· 

Not Only cross-referencing things · as it now appears; but the . .. 

. that we already have in have to now be recro$s- · 

:: • . 
· .. · . .. :.: . 

-., - ; . 
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.referenced so that they show the later documents that come in. 

WWhen you realize that we are talking just in the Kennedy 

case of tens and tens and tens of thousands of documents, 

. · . . · t 
·literally, the size of this area just bespeaks itself _withouA' 

further elaboration. 

As a matter of fact, I submit that what , we do need here, 

only is this research staff, the document control •unit, 

but we will need, as I think they used in either ~h~ 

impeachment staff or the Watergate investigation, . we _ought to 

' < 
use in combination here, not intead of because t do not like·· 

' . ' 

give up thinking power by ·people, but in addition I think · 
. . ' . ' . ·- . . 

ought to have and use a computer to aid us in this recros.s·.,.. , 

· referencing problem. 
. . 

What does this unit do. when they finish? That document 

that came in,let's say addressed to me, is not going . . to go 
·. ' .. ~ _ ~:-~; ; -. ·- : . I ,·. . . . . , .. 

rigJ:lt: into that file and sit there; it has to get ~...: . it ·.will· : . 

not do any good if it came in today and it g1sl!;J.to ~e· ~- ~~nth · .: 

It has to be a unit that can operate andhasa 

sufficient staff so if it comes in today, thi~ cros~-referencing • 

documenting is fast enough so that document gets to ine that . 
' . . . . 

same · day. I mean you need that for this investigation . . ·: . 
. - · . . 

You are going to do this with three file cl~rks ·, -you 

going to do' it · with six people? To say it is to . point 
'; _ 

that you need to have an adequate staff. 
. ' . 

What else do I envision here? · Make no mistake about _it > 

.• ' : 

·- · ·._ ... · . 

-~ ;. . 
. ·- -. ,: ~ ·, 
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46 
are . 

at least in my own view, there - going to be many legal 

hurdles thrown at this investigation, raising broad, in my 

3 opinion, constitutional questions, going into the power of 

--.· --.~- .4 subpoena, contempt power of the Congress. There is going to 

. ~ /--· 
be a constitutional question r~~ised as _ to the power ·of Congress .5 

- ' ~ -·. ~ -

·, 22 ' 

be investigating here at all, particularly in the case of 

. I . . . 
a legal staff to aid 11- you know, · when we . nee_~-

issued, for example, I _do not want the investigative 
~ -: 

some investigator there preparing a sub~ena and he 

do it in some, perh~ps, poor fashion. 

We want one legal unit, so when the investigators- need 

~ 

subp~ena prepared, it is not done on a hit-or-miss ' basis, 
......... '· . •. 

we have some legal experts who are preparing them for --e?ch · 

one of our needs. 
. . ....-,, . · . . .. . ' ·- · 

They just say prepare a subJ(l!ena a!ld it_ 
/:.~·-. - .-. 

i~--:- done uniformly on a basis that we know will withstand . · _· 

I submit one of the things we need now is rese?rcl). ·, .• 

_staff so that the resolution recreating this co~ittee in · 

_the forthcoming Congress is appropriately bottomedto with-

stand constitutional attack in the. court . 

. What kind of staff am I talking ·about? · Again,·· do not ·· 
. ·, ~ ,_ . __ 

. get any idea that _ J~ am just trying to pad a big thing,. __ · I am 

:talking about a staff of four lawyers and a chief deputy, 

·_,-. 
. -... ·' " t •• 

' :· 
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f/Another area, because it cannot be ignored; security is 

. :~ 
a problem, from a twofold standpoint: 

' 3 .. o ···· One, my own concepts as to wha t is done when we are 

professionals trying to do job, not having leaks~: . Our ' .own 

. . ' : 
. . · . .. 

·_._ --. , . 

: / ; 

8 

.·investigative effort. must have adequate security .' It will not 

do me any good, for example, if, as I just happened to ~- · -

in a matter I will raise with you shortly j_ we sent some-
11· 

.body ·out to Denver to interview somebody ; it would not do the 
' · - . ' · .. 

investigation any good if there are leaks of that inf~rmation 
.· .,· 

: '.. · . .... 

~· .. ;. ~r, whe~ we get reports back, all of a sudden they axe · 
. -~· . 

. appearing in the Washington Post or any other news media. 

. • ··': .12 '- -:. · . 
T.hey ' haveto be on the basis of our own security . . - . .-· _, 

-.... . ·. ~ •' ' >) . ···.·o : 13 . 
.·. ~ . 

~. In addition, we obviously are going to be _.going into c · 

; .· .. ' •· t4' '' 
· .. · areas with branches of · the (xecutive /ranch of gover_nment · 

15 
. •,. 

17 
·. - ···; ' 

18 

.. . ' 19 
,J, .· . ,,:' . . 

.· 21 . 
~- .· 

· ' .. :' ·' ,: 

that· are security problems. I have taken up, ·· as I say, with 
. -_ , .· . . . . ' 

the- CIA and representatives of the Department of Justice my 

views in terms of our right to have access and their response 

has been pretty much along the same line, of a willingness 

to grant access, stating that there may be some ;i.ndividual • ·· 

situapions which they would like -Jr they do not want to say 

that they refuse to turn those matters over, but trey ·would ·' 
.- .· . . 

o · 22 . · rather take them up. on a case-by-case basis, ~hether they 
.· ~ 

_. , . .. 

0 
·: ., --. · : '' . 

-~ ·. . .· 

·25 
. . ~ - . . . ~ .... 

~-;- . ' 

feel that the disclC>sure of the identity or the disclo.sure 

of themeans of securing the information may present a P:anger 

:ln ~ terms of an ·ongoing mattet;'. 
' : •' , 
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· j.Ywell, suffice it to say, I have no desire just to make 

a big point, md I am perfectly happy that we proceed ori a · 

professional basis and take those matters. up on a case-by-

case basis. 
· .- : -. 

6 
Obviolfsly, for example, if there is a document ·.t:hat ·they:· 

· have a name blanked out, or the means by which the information · 

. . was secured and it says in that document that it was sunshiny 
8 . 

in Houston or in Dallas on a certain day, I . have no .· desire • 

get into a demand that, "Oh, I have to know who that is , 

and the means by which you got it." 
11 

:_ . But, on the other hand, -let's suppose there should be . a . · 
, . . .. • 12 

: do.curilent where there is a statement, the name is omitted .. 
~3 . -
·.-... _. -.,. -_ .. ciild t :he means ·by which- -the informa-tion is ·,<)btai.ned, --_ :: i~_ ·:whic·h :-: 
14 · 

. _,._; , --·: 

. . ' . ' . 

i., .• •. 20 

.' someone is saying that they -were present at a meeting . and 

say, an · assassination plan o.f President 

discussed; . then .that would be the other -side of 

line . 
·, .· ·- .. 

Yes~ on a case-by-case basis I think there would have :: 

be a demand and a fight to get that informa.tiori.. :_ . : · · · 

So we need to have our own security operation :": ·Aga_in 
:· 21_, 

> ;. -.• being perfectly blunt with this committee, I think tha f' a preyi~ . •• 

22 · ·.·o· ... , : - -.~-
. / ' . . ous committee of the Congres;s of the United $tate's, by ·. · . .. _ -· ·~ 

' . 23 . 
" .~. . yirtue of what appeared to be leaks of information, not only , 

. . . 

harmed the area of inquiry but, from my own poi11t :of · ~:iew~ . 
25 

; .. - ._ . . 

· harm~-~ just the standip.g ·· and the stature ~£ . the· Congress :of 

.. . . . . ~; 
. : .: . . · ... - . .. 



7' 
:· ..•. : 

; . ·. 

>' .,: -11 · 

.. o·· .. . ~· ·· · · ... . -- . 

.... 
:'. < ' ' .· 

: ~ 49 ···· 

United States. 

· 9/ I think that everything that this committee and this 

does is going to be subject, in years to come~ to 

inquiry, and it ought to be. And I repe-at, . I 

want -this staff and I urge this staff to think of it in that 

. sens~, and to have it done in that dedicated profes-siona(( .. · 
;' -. . 

manner. 

We need, therefore, a security unit to assure the 

~he /xecutive jranch that' yes' we have proper security .,:.· 

control for our own area as well. 

I have in that document that is before you further · 

to this _point I have not yet talked about ''-. 

not talked about just some of -the other 
I . ·· .. . 

So that this figure of - 170 · is ~ - as a 
. ' 

I really do believe as you listen to me the :_ · 

really ought to be in. your mind: Can you do this kind 

17 of a job with even 170? 

.•. : - ~ 18 I am stating that, yes, we can attempt to do it, but do ·· 
. . ···• ~ 

· : < 19- not cut it below that because, if you cut it below that, you . · 

; ;. ~ ~·) ' 

;,:.·-' r. :'·, 

·---,-

. ~ . . ,. - ,' ; · . . 

0 
,. "' . ~ .•. 

are just making it impossible. 

We have felt a desire to present to you ~- : because in. my 

.view, when we talk about these investigations we ought -to . start~ 

with what we are talking about, the two murders. It· was · 

Why have two subcommittees? 

presentation- in :any mariner of some effectivenes 
. :· .-' 

· ... ·.-:~ .. . . . . . . . ' •' -- ·· · . 
'·. · : 
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that there is a recognition that we ought to proceed on both · ., 

and it would facilitate the investigation if there was a 

subcommittee that was really staying on top of Kennedy, if 

there is another subcommittee staying on top of King. 
. . 

.: ::///Now, what I also urge, end I have it in our report' · · :r 
.think it important, however, that the entire committee b.e · , , 

:'· .·· ... 

7 
kept advised. I do not think # the question was raised being 

on the subcommittee as to what one does that limit in terms ,, 

. ;;·. 9 of the other? It ought not to. 
. . . . . 

What I would urge is that ·: · . 
. . 

there should be a meeting of the full committee~ I would say, .· 
' . . . . . 

· at least a minimum of once a month, where we can be brought ' · 

.upte> date so that the subcommittee in one isbrought up to 
-.- . ~ - . 

date as to what ·is happening in the other. 
._ ... ·, . 

', ,' . 

I think it important tha·t it be a team concept; nothing 

. political about this. It is an attempt to find out vvhether ·. 

16 or not there were other participants, who are the participants 

in two murders. 

What else do I urge on you? I have sent to each of you~ 

and I thank Mr. Devine who initiated the request, · ancl r _-

really think it was a failing on my part not getting it ' 

before the initia'tion of the request Jv. ~ut I 

have sent, of those that have presently been employed or those·: · · 

commitments have been made to bring on . the staff, · 

and the positions of the people so far · employed. 

·: . . • ~ 

· Obviously, within the budget that pres:ently. exists, I · · 

.. · . . _· ·. :, '· 
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be recruiting the kind of staff to be doing this job . 

.. . . . . · .;. .:What I have been seeking to do is to recruit the people at 

· the top who are going to help guide these investigations, 

:the :deputy chief counsel for example, in Kennedy and in King. 

Cf/The reason in my mind ~- I happen to be very much :inter-

in a team effort to get a good job done. I do not ·. ·· . 

want to just recruit a staff and then bring in a deputy chief 

counsel. I would rather, with the wealth . of talent that is 
, .. . 9 . .. · .. 

·available, have those people on board and have them participate . · 

· ,· __ ·· ' .' 

. ··• -· 

1.5 

.. . . ··. 16 

1.7 . 

. 18 

.. . > 19" 
.. ~ ·"" 

pickirig the team thc[t is going to work with them . . 

. } · . ... Now it may not appear to you gentlemen from reading 

resumes, but let me assure each one of you, again in . 
' -' . . ,. ·-

of getting to know me~ of the people -employed, :not . .. · · 

anybody that I knew before I took thi-s -position . .• 

· I have .been in homicide ·work but * I have had 'contac'ts in · .· 
; ... .... · 

Pitila:delphia. I have not looked upon this as just ;getting . 

friends or people -that I knew on board. 

I have actively sought to recruit ort a natioqal base · 

p(;ople that I thought could be the cream-of-the:.:crop talent · ·, 
- . ·. , . 

.2o· .. 
· ~o do a thorough professional job. That is what . I am _seeking ·. 

2( to do here. 
·' : o _,- · 

·' 

As you look at these resumes, I do want ·to say, I do 

one of them. They are people that I ·have interviewed • 

·o -·· only, upon interviewing them did I make the decision, 
·--~ ._ ~. 

but I made requests, I suppos~ to prosecutors ., . other people 
. -· :· . 

·. ' ~. ~ - . ,· 
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the country to get evaluations of them. That is what 

T am seeking to do. Hopefully, if this committee wil'l ac.cept 

my· r.e~:ommendation as to what I say is a minimal kind of 
'· ' 

'·st:af f ,' what I wi 11 then do is go on with the planning , . the I 

filling in of the detail of the ~ctual number of people, in 
6'- \ :_\:···'-' 

_ d~cuments, in research, ·and be able to come back to ·you at 

15 

your next meeting with wh{:t,that total budget requirement is . 

. _{//You know, salaries is just a small part of this thing. 

not dealing with a matter th~t is just here in · 

As I say, I sent out a team to Denver ina :·. . ~~ . 

will take up in a moment; just to do that cost us 
· ··, 

to be going out interviewing, interrogating. . -

If this conunittee through its subcommittees must have· · 

hea:r:;ings in various parts of the country, just the "travel 

investigative /expenses, are a tremepdous part 
' ... _ 

.. 16 - which have to be included in a request for -.. -

l7 

hope is that if this committee _approves in . 
' . ·-:. 

• t • • . , ·.-. . .. 
. concept what I have said, that I be directed to submit to 

. . : 

20 yo\1 by the time of the next meeting the detailed' really' 

21 · appropriation request that is required to do this job . . -,. 

- ending it here, really, point out again the detail 
_, .. · 

23 t 'hat: is necessary. 

0 ' - 24 
•'• 

I start from scratch in both of these homicides. ?I 
; - · · . 

• .. ·-
assure ypu, ·_ you are hot dealing with someone who has · 

~ ' ·. 

.· ·~ ' . 
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or opinions. I probably know less, or knew 

about both of these assassinations than just about anybody 

in the country when I first took this position. I .found 

I 
looking over the film you are about to see -- something · 11 

I had not even known, for example, 
f ·.· 

in the past H · · 

at the time a photograph was taken by the Associated ,. · 
:;.;:. _ 

1 ·· Press of President Kennedy being shot, the photograph :tak~n · .. · .. 
. ~-: .·· ·' 

' ·.S · · from the front of his car going back, that that photograph . 
. .. . . . . . · .. 

. sho:ws the doorway of the book depository in Dallas ~ arid · ·---

·standing in that doorway there is a person that, when you look!': 
5-·- ; . 

at him, appears or looks like Oswald. 
I . . 

And this ~- and I am 
...... -. 

·. ·' 
. 12 .:riot saying anything that is new ~- this was brou.ght · to the ~, · . 
; - ~ . 

< 13 ·· 'attention of the Warren Commission. The Warren Coll)IIlission . · 
- ~ ·. . ; _._ '• 

1'4 . 

15 

. .. 19~ 
' ·· .. · 

·determined that that, in fact, was not Oswald . 
. \ 

~ - -·' 

, ·· 

· :. i.t.-:.),~ Obviously, if it was Oswald! and he is standing in the 
• • __ J_, 

. .. 

doorway at the moment President Kennedy is assassinated, _you · 
. ' . . 

· canimagine what questions that raised. 
_ _ ; , ·· 

l, ' 

· ~ They determined, and it is in their report, no, that was · 

not Oswald, it was another individual named .,Lovelady, who ' : .. 
.,.-. -· 

·-·< -·./' 

·also worked at the Dallas book depository, who did .bear an ,·_ 

· · 2l . . ama~ing resemblance to Oswald. And Lovelady looked at · that · · 

for the Warren Commission and said yes, _ that is · 
. .. ·· ·-

. · __ · .... · 

· As a result of looking at some of the film that . you • · ·~ • ·. · 

to see, it turns out thft Other film was: take~ · as 
. · . ..,;. 

. -... · ~ . 

.: -.....: •_'.:, ._.· 
... - -: ·--

_ ... 

·· .. .. ·· 
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we'i/ . 
1 ·~ ,·fome other fi~ e~ minutes later, I am told ,4 
2 this has to be documented and examined. In the additional 

,,. -,' 

3 _,. , . 

; -. · 

film which was taken, there is a picture of a person who, 

as you· look at him, looks kind of bearded who has, ·. to say the 

·. 5 least~ a couple of days 1 growth of beard. I was · advised 

by the person who is exhibiting the film that in that ' 

exhibitor's opinion this bearded individual in fact . ~as · 

Lovelady. 

9. Well, obviously, if Lovelady has a beard, and as YO'l.l· 
l . . . . . ' . 

can ·. s ·ee in the picture of the person that appears to be Oswald, · lo 
, .. . . -

11' . it is of someone who is clean-shaven, it raises questions iri 
' · ·.· 

··i2; ·my mind, can it be? What about it? 
. . . ' ' . . ' 

1~ .· ~course, the first thing to find out i~ is -·this apparently . 

. _ ~. l4 . .bearded person Lovelady. If he is not, theri that . aven:ue · is 

not an avenue of innnediate.investigation. Subsequently; we 

·:. 1s. will . get into that a.s well. 

; . . 18 
. ·. ~ . . .'. 

. -! . ,j'· 'f• .- .. ·· 
. · ·.·· ' ' 

19-

'· ;., zo . 

21 

·~ '· 
. · .. . · . 22 

,· . ·: ,' ~ .> 

In addition, this bearded person is wearing a certain·. 
. . ' • . 

plaid shirt, black, red, it stands out, you will see · it in · .. 
·_ ,.· : 

.·the picture. I dispatched, as a result of that I sent some 

people -'- we found out where Lovelady was. The last he wa·s 
.· ·. If 

·known was in Dallas. We traced him to Denver. I sent out 

·some peop:Le to Denver to interview Lovelady. • And Lovelady._ 

.was shown this additional film, the new film, . if. I can call · 

'it that. Sure enough, Lovelady and his wife both see : it and 

.·· . : "Y . 
say, . es, t:ha t is me . 1 1 

· And his wife goes on to · say .that . 

· · , ' ; 

.. ..... 
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. LoVelady hates to shave, she always has to be on him to 

: shave, and so forth. And Lovelady said,9}'You 

n the 
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are the 

' ~-. 

when· I .was 
. ' .. . :4 . 

.. . . day of the assassination. Nobody ever asked me. 

·; . ~- ·, - ·-. 

5 

6 

shown that original picture where I said the r-oo\" alike of -

_ O~wald was me, nobody asked me, really, what jacket. or what :' 

"
7 

-Shirt I wore that day or anything 'al.-o.l.!.t my~ance.':'?-' -/ , , 
. . 

8 ·CfJ·· Now, do not misunderstand, I happen to be a big_ beli~ver · .. . 

9 ~t~at to be thorough and detailed .Jr and I am not saying . fro~:> 
.. ,. f' this that in fact that is still . a different person than · the ·.-_ . 

. ··. -.,· 

fperson of the look-alike of Oswald who was photographed ~ · What 11 

.. ·12 · 
.I am now doing, one of the things I am going to ask, ' we want :,· 

... . ,> ·:· 

. ~ .. 

. . · 13: .: to su'bpiena the Associated Press negative, the original 

:. " '14 · negative that they have, and we want to arrange to .have 
·, .':-

15 ,this :photograph of what appears to be the loqk-alike of · oswald 

··· t6 . 
· blown up . 

·; ' 
.. _ -. ·. 

Obviously we want to see ' what kind of shirt .was being · ~·: ·· ·· 

~ \. 1~ worn, we want to see ~- he could still be the same person· 

zo ··. 
. _·-_, , · -

, . . . 

at?:d the beard may yet be in that picture, althovgh it does · · 

not appear to be at the initial thrust of it . But what I · ·' 

am saying to you is, this is the kind of detail . :that is , : .· 

_involved in doing a thorough investigation. If it is - goipg · to · 

way that reflects credit, it has 'to be done 

'' \ ' . -

·.; To d'o :i.t in a way with inadequate staff, ·not .{.willingness. 

:··· .. 
:.., • 
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be thorough and not a willingness to be professional ~bout 

it, you are going to be subject to searching inquiry, an 
· ; . . 

Warren Commission has, for my money it means 
· ... · -}; 

do it. But if you are going to do it, do it 

.:thoroughly. 

, .. ~l;::' ~- - -W We do have this film. If there are any questions I will,' 
'·-7:. ;'i' ' . ... 

happy to answer them. Maybe we might recess for lunch. ·.· 
.. . . . 

£hairman Downing. Thank you, Mr. Sprague. I feel sure 

are questions. We will probably take them in order and · 

to 12:30 and then adjourn for lunch. 

. ·· . .. ,._ , _· . Mr. Gonzalez? 
. .:..-' ,: 

. . ' 12 
::.-;_._ 

~ .. •. .· ' . 
Mr. Gonzalez. We had a brief discussion about how we 

.-_, ' 

13 insure continuity. One thing depends on the other. ·I 
,· --. 

. . ,, ~14 -' ::;·~hink we have · learned as we have gone along, I think you -., ·· 

. . 15 
.. --:.·_: •· 

18 
.. -
. l9 

' 21 

·. 22· 

-23 

aspects of the congressional procedures that -,· 

not have been too clear to you. 

We do have some questions th(:t we will have to direct ._at 

proper time to the leaders of · the House . But at this .-- -
. ·. ' 

not know if the fact is clear that you cannot really. 
·~- .. · 

There is really no way we can insure . ,_· . 

to people that have forsaken a job in . order to ~get . 
· .· -, ... oe' • 

on with the committee until we know exactly what is going to . b~ ·. 

dope by the 95th Congress in providing appropriat:i,ons ·. ' Ari~ I ·· ·· 

• • -,! 

I do not know how -to resolve it. 

· . ' 

.. .. -. 

·; •: .. 
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o// Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, with regard to the statement ,' . .=:. 

by Mr. Gonzalez, he is absolutely right. And let me state 

:' 3 · that of the personnel that has been recruited ~- this is a 

- :' .o: < 4 •. skeletal kind of recruiting I am going into . ~- when . you look 

. . .~ ·-

· ' --

' \-: : 
at this resume, I have recruited people who are giv:ing up . 

:· .- . --;· . 

6 . _good positions, who are coming here as profession~ls, really;,·, 

7, with a kind of faith and confidence that the Congress intends· 

8 to do a thorough job. -~ 

9 . Chairman Downing. Mr. Devine? 

. . · .. ·. 10 

1l 

12 . 
·.: · ·:' 

... . . · 13 ' 

18 
:, ·. 

'-< . 

Mr. Devine. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I will be very brief, Mr. Sprague. I am extremely . 

impressed by your presentation. You have been sit.ting there : .. · 

for 1: hour and 15 minutes right off the .top of your head .: . , 

us a very fine analysis of why you think we •·-· ~hould .go· 

direction you are seeking to go, and I find .very : 

area of disagreement. 

I 
_: · ,, 

You point out about polygraphs~lie detectors, ypu_ 

recognize immediately it is merely an investigative _tool, it.· 

conclusive. 
~ ·. 

I have three questions that perhaps you qan answer . · ·-.··-. 

:,rapidly . . I am concerned about press releases by an,yone 
._ .. · 

·. conne<;!ted with this investigation . . I had to fly -to Miami 
.. . - . --~ - i.'- . 

. last week one day and back the next, and read -in the Mia~~;·-

· Herald all about the · fact · that, ·as I indicated to you e·arlier, 

_this is · going to be a massive investigation; it cot1ld be a -. 

·,..... '·.- ··.-·;-· . . 
~· ' : 

_·· »~p±-~-r;~:i~:Gaii .·. 
. . 

a;ge : 37-~· 
~- ... . ' . ·'.--:- .. · 

.• ... .. ·. 
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career for many people, with no termination of the number of 

persons- involved. And that raised the question, · not particu-

,'this connnittee is doing. 
_-_ .• ·, 

--- ·lf/ I hope that we do not have press releases by the . ·execllti~e 
. . ' .,. . 

by staff members or by corrnnittee staff. i -think 

we ·should determine policy on who is the spoke~man and who . 
. ' · .. -~ .·_ ,• 

should talk about what. 
~ ·. · .. · . ':\ 

.-The other thing thO occurs to me, if in fa,c t the --

Congress does provide the funds to give us 170 or more persons, 

-0 
\ 12 : 

-· - - what are we going to do with the bodies? Do we 4ave· a .place_--_ ~ 
: __ _ _. .. 

~ - to· he~dquarter them? 
t-;·· · 

If we have met -that particular problem~ 

:- maybe you have an answer to that. 
-: .. .. 

, --~hairman Downigg· That is in the general area. -
Mr. Preyer? 

Mr. Thone. How c3.b6ut that first question? 

Chairman Downing . Do you want to respond? -· : 
- -

Mr. Sprague. Yes, · may I respond? ,.: .... _ 

Chairman Downing . Certainly. 
:_·-. . .. 

Mr. Sprague. With regard to the last question f_irst, 

inadequate temporary space in ~~· House . ·. . . . we ·ao have an 
- ... -J/ •• :1. 
~nexi, :t'ight now, really just three rooms, but _t-ie .are ~- -

m~king arrangements to get additional temporary space right 
.' \ . 

- - --.-to it, which I th:i,nk ·will be adequa t~ for _ the remainder __ 
- - -__ >-/ -

. .! ·. 

: --: \ . ·~~~~;-~· 

J>o¢i(l!:~~266-~ 1~ P.i~e :ni·--
... . -·-. 

:··-: 

' · .. : :~ . . 
·: -_. 
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of this year with what is do-able with the limitations of 

budget for this year .. 

. 1/ What I would request, and do need, if the corrnnit.tee 

. would feel that what is being asked is proper, I think there 
-.; ., ·-. . · 

·. should be the initiation of a request of the Architect to . 
. give you the place for these numbers of bodies, . and questioning 

rooms as well, with the new Congress. That ·is on the agenda · 

.·which we will take up as well. 

With regard really to the first question, I think that 

·.·the only spokesman, really, ought to be the chairman and th~re .. , _ 

ought to be a press aide to whom those inquiries from t:he .· 

.. press . goes, so the chairman is not driven crazy by the demands. 

I may say this, and if there is criticism; T accept it; ·: ; 
. _.,_:- · . 

. . l4 · ·While I have not spoken of the investigation or the material 

·that I have laid out here~ what I have said publicly has been 
. -~ . 

on the need for staff, and the numbers of staff. ·. That I have .·· .. 

·. 17 . ·done on the basis that I thought that there is a certain · 

. · :. 18 public education involved . This has nothing to do with . the 

.. ·· · 
.direction of the investigator information developed, but I ... : · 

· do recognize, well, 170 in my opinion is minimal, it sounds 

· ·tremendous when someone hears it. 

.0 
I really thought it would be of aid, even to · the corrnnittee 

the Congres.s, if members of the public heard . not from a : · 
.. ... -·-• ;.., __ 

0 
. . . - . ;. '.. 

·congressman but someone who is, I do hope, considered .a · 

·. , . _,-

.. :_-.-._.· -/':. · . . 
professional, as to whati : is the professional need for staff. · 

',"_. __ _ ' 

\-.. _:_;._. 

'· 
. ,. --. : ~ ~ .. ~ .; -"~~{.-· __ .:· \; 

; -_·. ::- ~ -~ • . : .1-• .-·.' _: .' ,:- . . ---: 
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7 .· .. 
That is the reason, and that is the area that I have spoken' 

about myself . 

··.· . 9J fhairman Downing. Mr. Preyer? 
-

· Mr . Preyer. Well, I agree with Mr. Devine on the . splendid . 

n~;ss of your presentation, Mr. Sprague . I agree with you 

. entirely on the importance of this being a definitive in;vesti.~ 

gation, and that if it is not done right it is better' not .to 
. 

do it at all . 

. ·· Along that ·line, I would be interested in the strategy:·· 

of how·. we convince Congress of that and what role we .as 

··{ndividual members should play, if any. 
. : 

: . . . . 
-~ .. 

Should we let all of this suddenly hit the Congres~ ;cold , · 

a report in December? "/ ·' . 

.. 
Maybe that is the ·way to give it maximum .impact. · ·• Or 

anything? Or should we among our colleagues · , . · ·. 

informally be talking about the needs for staff such as you 

ha·ve indicated here? 
:. ·. :;. 

What should we be doing right now, if we agreewi'th you · 

. that this is something that ought to be done, which I do :- .. . · · 

.agree with? 
,·_ ·· -,. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Preyer, the chairman and I ha~e met· . 

• with. the Speaker, I guess I should not say the Speaker, · 
·.:·,_ . . 

probably the next Speaker of the House and the pres~nt . 
·: ::-~ -

_Speaker, really for the purpose of laying out, not in the( 

, - ~ 

_ ..... _ 

just did here, but the concepts and the kind of · 

·, : -· . . .. 
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staff that is required, because in my view a big mistake 

would be made in just thinking that we just drift along. 

9 What? Organizing now for something 
I 

in January? I 

' ... , -· ...... . 

· think, and here I urge this corrnnittef 4- I cannot do every-

. ·thing; you are the congressmen, you ~re the people ~xperienced .· 

on the Hill, not me. 
I ., , 

I am willing to knock myself out. > If 
I 
I . . . . . 

you want~ I will appear before 435 cdngressmen, one-by-one; 
I . . 
' ' 

and go through the same presentation \so it is understood. 
I . . . 
I . ,.··.· 

Hopefully you would feel that that is1 not necessary. .But 
I 

. .. ~ 

feel it is, I will do it . 

; 

I think it is important that on 1a nonpolitical. basis, 

which is really what this investigatiFn is ~- you eannot , 

I · i · 
urge that strong enough /f tha.t reallr th~ leadersh~p all '· .; 

· ~ro,und, both parties, be brought into\ recognizing -what : .. 

·,. 

· hopefully you do, and that it is understood that, yes , we wilt .· 
I 

·get this kind of backing and that; ye~, we will get what: is - .· 

· the required appropriation. 
i 

I think the groundwork for that thust be done as of_: ,. ·· 
I 

yesterday, not tomorrow. I think it !las to be worked on now; .. 
I 

One of the things that I read ri~ht now, 
I 

new Congress ... .. 
. ", 

. did not until I came down herekthat ~hen the 
I 

convenes in January 3, there is an interim of time .· in.· which. ·• ' · 
I 

i 

When\ Weil, I really do think that 
1 

,_, things have to ,ge~ going. 
· .. 

we are talking about 

I 
these two assassination~, we cannot b,e in the . 

·.·--. .· .- -·-· · .' .· 
,.· .. - .· . :·.: 
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posture of telling investigators, you may have to go out 

Denver or you may have to go to Toronto, or may h~ve to. 

somewhere else, th;At stop, stop the investigation cold 

because we need t~, th~e weeks, a month, for the reo~gani-
. (7"- ...._,} 

zation of the new Congress. 

1/ I do not think that that would even, just the appearance 

of it I do not think would be appropriate for the Congress. 

What I would urge this connnittee to do, and I do not . 

. know what: to do, but it is to get involved or take the 

the leadership so they understand that ~ought 
_, _., 

·to be, so there could be introduced H. R. 1, H. R .. 2 perhaps," 
......... '-"" ._... 

H. R. 3, something where there is a continuityand we can be 
~ 

the posture of getting the kind of staff lined up. 

Obviously we cannot recruit all of the people now, 

only be recruiting a few people. I think it has to 

innnediately. 

Chairman Downing. I will get with the Speaker to = ·- see 

can be done to provide this continuity. 

It strikes me we have two ways to go in the resolution; 

Irriinediate action on the request by the connnittee for mone.y ~ 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman. I also have one ·other connnent. 

I do not·look upon this as a career matter for the staff. 

will be nice to work with you and I will appreciate it, 

I have other fields to go to back in Philadelphia.· 

This is, in my opinion, a on£:-shot operation, which is 
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than the usual continuous committee. It is to 

do both jobs thoroughly. 

:·_:;:9J I have stated you cannot put a time limitation. When I 

speak to juries in murder cases, where we are going to lock . 

· them up, juries like to have some idea how long they are · 

going to be confined for the length of this triaL 
,, 

- : . ' . 

.. . : .. 

Well, I give them an approximation, saying, but -if I 

afonth, do not at the end of the month jump up _and say, 

Sprague, you promised us the case would be over tod~y~ · ·. :· 
.. ~_ ... ·, :_ . : ; ·_.,;.; ---. 

In that sense I do not think there can be a time lirrtftation. 

on 

that we could finish the job in the · ~~-ye~r . period :· 
I . . ,\ 

next Congress. I do not .. think that it _· ought to be 
: ' ·' 

and · on and on and on, and with the kind of staff I am 

e. 
hope we can do a d~finitive job . 

. ' . -~ ': . 

_ _..¥hairman Downin_&. Mr. McKinney? 
,. ' - . . ' 

· .. , 
_ .. : ' · 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, I hope you 'will excuse my 

I am pretty impressed by your presentation.- I do have 

problem. , .. .. 

... 
. . c: . · . 

Most of us are wearing about six hats at this table. I 
--~- . 
. . ; . . . . . . . . 

think it came out at the Senate hearings that ~jl!ik~ I 

do not want to add to the staff. But I do .think that our . 

ie'putations are going to ride on this, every person. at this : · 
. . ·. _ .;; . 

looked at as a buck-pas_ser, a ... · ' t 'able is going to be e~ 

'' . . ~,. ,'' ·failure; - -~ anoth~r ~&of . those sort of whi.t~washers · , or 
. ' .· .. . 

•:.· .-

'··.·-· 
, · ... . 

.. : •; ' 

. ' . . . . 

··-;- . , .. 
., 



~they are going to be looked at as people who did a thorough, 

·~definitive job. 

·); •. \M' . . . . . . ~-~......,...,.. . - . . ~ . ' ·. . . 
._:·r--~!t_. ~e{~~l!l~~-e!l~:Eta>~~ws~&awCNe-mi~a~F."a.wl@.~enY~~iil . 

. e~e.OOmmo~"'®S..l!.y~a'l!l1k"'i~ta~~..W~1@>0~~~~-
.·<·: ·Cff!. . E . . . 

·-~--~ I really do feel, without interrupting your flow, that( 

going to have·to have as members someone on this 
1 

c:oirimittee that keeps us from being just innocents. 

We are not a jury, we are not sequestered to hear 

. We are going to have to come in here with 

background behind us and some continuing knowledge~ 
:~ . 

I do not think we can take your staff and keep pulling. 

all the time to get the background information. It 

to me the Senate Committee tried it without indiv;ldual· · 

and found out it just could not be done if they did 

not·have a continual liaison person with your operation, 

pa_rticularly on the subcominittee level. 

With that I will stop speaking. 

¥hairman Downing. Perhaps that is a good suggestion. 

May I respond, Mr. Chairman and Mr. 

That sounds nice. In my opinion it is not workable 

_instance, and I will say why in a moment. 

was desirable here, and a __ gain one. 
il\'· 

·. . . /-~\ 
the reasons for the subcommittee, is that what: ·I intend'-::-::. ·. 

that. on a weekly bas·is each member ·of the 



!; ,_. 

is fully advised as to what is going on and 
. . 

going to take that burden, the deputy chief in Kennedy 

that subcommittee, with me, is going to hav~ 

;.; the responsibility of getting together and giving · that 

.· . information. . '-... . 

·',;~ I think the obligation is ours to furnish it weekly, 

to having a member of each congres~ni.an' .s staff, · 

standing or sitting by, for this reason: Again, it is <1 · . 
. . ~ : .. ·: 

_.-; _. , 

I had a meeting, for example, going over this 

film, and the person out in Denver, Lovelady, .· if · in· 

be sitting in on these meetings :c:lnd having . one :· . 
. ' _': .. _ -: 

·representative from each congressman sitting iri t;:o discuss :;_ . ·· · 
1;.- ·. 

congressman, it becomes an unworkable operation ~ 

The investigation phase here, in each case,· is not · only, ... · •. 

somebody . in Denver; 'it has to do with New ,orleans, 

do with Houston. · The only way that a staff member.~ ': ·. 

congressman could then ·be knowledgeable on .his own 

· .. would' be if he was to sit with me and the chief . deputy in<.-
··./ • . 

. , ' ; literally every one of the overall operational matters' '.and . • .· 
'· 

< •' · .:. • 

Dooi~! :3:~#66a~5:. F · 

mean that we have 12 staff people sitting in . ther.~ : · .. 
· ... 

think it would be unworkable . 
·. ,'. ~ ,: .: . ,,. 

. What I would rerest, at least, is that in s~arting out~;. : . 

. ,· at least you attempt it ' initially the way in' which. I suggest~, .k, . 
· ·-. ' · 

' • where ··w~ .have that . burden and keep ea~h _subcommit~e~ fully 

. • . . ·. 
i . : .. ~ 

. \. ,. 

.·._,_ ; 
·. · .. ·· .. _.-.· ,_· 
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a weekly basis. If that does not seem t~ do ~t~~ 

then we would have to make some change, but I would 

that we at least attempt it that way. 

:. - , 1 
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~fhairman Downing. I would advise the members 

are trying to close up by 12:30. I don't want .to 
··; .-

6B 

-:,:; " 

short. ~ve can come back to this. If we could . wt·ap 

up in 10 minutes, it would be good. .,,..: 

Mr. Stokes? 

' .· .. · . :- ~ 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you, · Mr. Chairman. 
-. · ·., . 

Mr. Chairman, I may have several questions;. 

Chairman Downing. Take the tim.~· 

Mr. Stokes. Thank you very much. . -: ~ . . - ... 
. ._· 

Mr. Sprague, let me join with my colleag11es in commending 

you for the presentation you have madea I would concur .in 

the analysis you have made withreference to the absolute ·heed· 

'for prpfessionalism, not only by the staff but by this 
· ·, . 

. '; ,1 4 . · ·'Conse·quently I would be one who would certainly support· 

you need, in order to br.i'i;g this investigation, 

lG. .this massive type of investigation, the type of staff that : 

, .
17 

. yo1.1 need. This makes me really wonder why you want to make · 

·.-• 

l8· 
-~ · · .. . 

1-9 

20 

.21 

. . this type of presentation in executive committee rather 

than in open committee. 

It would seem to me that such a pres~ntatio~ ~~ould have 

J:lad value to the public at large, and would perhaps commence'.· · 

helping to mold the opinion of the public at large~ as to: 

the massiveness of the job, 
I c111J 

the need or necessity for · 

~rofessionalism, 4 the kind of staffing that would . be required~ 

I wou].,d like ~your comm.ents on that;. 
. -·- . . · 

. · · ... -·: , 
-,, · .. 

" 
'. 

._.. , 

. . . . . . 

·, :/ I ... ,· . 

. . . . . 
~ .:' .,-_,. 

.·' .. 
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.. ·r:;} ~r. Sprague. Mr. Chairman and Mr. Stokes, I do tl).in'k · 
-:::; . #A ... 

· that the laying out of what is needed in terms of staff ·· is 

_ .. desirable to present to the public, and as a matter · of .. f .act 

that is the reason with regard to public press c,onf~rences 

· and interviews I have done that. What I thought would be 
. ~- . 

undesirable would be to raise in a public posture at this · 
. : . . 

7 'point even the questions concerning the guilty ·plea of.Ray 

. 8 or the question in terms of a photograph. tn the do'cument · ' · 

we have submitted to you, where we lay out threshold -· 

- questions of inquiry, I thought maybe there might be some . 
. . ' . · . . 

-~-- questions raised about that, that it would faci},itate \ ahd :: · .. 

be desirable that that kind of detail not be said publicly,-
. ' . . 

_ .. . o : .. because I do think that in terms of the appearance of really 
. . 

. -~ .. . 

professionalism, that the avoidance of saying that kind of' 

·thing publicly is helpful. 

Now I did not know how I could be really·maki!lg the .. 

presentation to the committee this morning without 'at the 

~arne time getting into some detail of what was found out · at· · 

- the threshold. I thought it would be more rneanin_gfui to 
' ' 

the committee to get that kind of detail as well .-to understand 

·: . . the presentation. If I could have made the pr~sentation . in .-_-·.· ·· 

just the numbers, and I would be glad to do it again without 
.... · 

getting into the detail, I quite agree with you. 

Chairman Downing. I take part of that . responsibility. · 

ri ~as a decision I made and looking back on it~ it may have 

>•.t'." ('. 

9P.lJ~jJ ;2_~~6al:5 _,· Ji~ .. ' :.-. 
, _,_ . 
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been better to have it made public but that is some~hinq that 

is up for qu~stion now. 

,: '?// Go ahead. 

}9/:.ttr. Stokes. . Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
<::. 

,. . . -· 

Mr. Sprague, my next question has to do .with the degree .. 

of staffing that you have done thus far in your recruiting. 

"\'i: 

Of course one of my major concerns, in an area 
.. · 

I am quite sensitive, is that of min6rity appo~ntment. 
. . - . . 

I realize this is a skeleton staff that you ha~e put together, . 

I have read the resumes that you have subinitted ·to us, 

have some very serious concerns with reference to ·· 

personnel thus far recruited. Particularly t l6okatyour 
. . 

staff recruiting in the area of attorneys and investigators, "an ·· 

· ym:l> •. ~orrect me if I am wrong, but other than BeJ.ford .Lawson; 

.are '•any other minorities on that list of 11 thus far employed? 

Other than Belford Lawson in the 11 that you have effiJ?ldyed 

. tl~~s far, are there any other minorities? 

Mr. Devine. Are you talking ~bout black minorities or 

ies.2 
Republican minorit11f, ... , 

Mr. Sprague. Are you just asking about attO'rneys, Mr. · 

Stokes? . ···. 

· · Mr. Stokes. I am concerned with attorneys ·and investi- · .. 

gators, :th~ list of 11. 

. Mr. Sprague. Mr. Lawson is the only black member of . . . 

presently employed. However, that . is not to : say ,he 

.... ,··, : · 

,.,. . ·. · .. 

. .~. 

· : .. . _,.. · 
~ -' .. . : 

.·-., . .. ;., 

. . .. 
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is going to be the only black member, and we are interviewin~~ 
·-· ... . 

others, and I ' have been in touch with Mr. Fauntroy ~abou~ 

3 recruiting black members. 

6 . 

7 

' 11 

. '12 · 

17-, . 

18 

·20.' 
.. , 

21 

">91. Mr. ~tokes o ;. -- ·!! , -: _ ? Tf 
In the case of Belford Lawson, . whom ;r · 

to know and I know he is a very busy la~yer. ~ · probably : · 

3-of the top counsel in the country ~-

. Is this the son? 

Mro Sprague. Yes; this ·is the son, Mr. · Stokes • 
: .. .., 

.Mr. stokes. He is being employed full time then. 

Mr. Sprague. .· Oh, yes. .~ .. · 

Mr. Stokeso I couldn't see Belford Lawson being einployed 

$20,000 • 
' • : , _·;:.'' 

\. Mr. Sprague. FulL time , as will be the requii.-ements ·_ 

·for each member. ' ; . · ,_ · -; 

Mr. Stokes. Let me ask you this. In terms of the 

selection of those who are going to act in the capacitY 

._ of acting chief counsel or deputy chief couns~l, in both the_,·. 
·, 'mves"h!8tD.,i; • 

.·. King and Kennedy aemllie!lbl::s:t were any blacks cons id.ered . .in ~·. 

te~ms of those appointments? 
' . . , , 

. _ .. : . . 
·, ---:· 

. ; , - _. ._ .. _: 

Mr. Spragueo Yes, they were. 

Mr. Stokes. Can you give me some ide.a about how many?: 

Mr. Sprague. I would say approximately four for those ~ 

positions • . I am not talking about other positions where 

under consideration. As a matter of fact, · one .: of 

th~~ reasons I h~ve held ~p the filling pf· the position -o~ 
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deputy chief counsel of the ,.Legal fivision right now . is 

am trying really to get a black attorney for that position. 
·.· 

Stokes. So that I understand, you are not saying 
. ' ~ : 

any difficulty or trouble finding q\lalified legal · 

' 
talent in the black community for these positions. 

_ ... _ 

- . 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Stokes, I have been having some .. 

. ·· 
I have as a matter of fact contacted numbers of , 

and urged them to submit, and I have specifically 

black attorneys with criminal experiencE"., to me. 

. . ~- Now I would be glad to sit down with you and dis~uss : : 
' j 

of the people that were considered here, and _ re~lly ! ~ 
. ·- . -

. . . . 

_:, the reason why they were not put in the position of ·deputy 

I feel pretty confident that in discussing that, 
·. 

: you will concur. ~ .-.. : . .. . _, -_; ; 

' < ··-.. , ' 

There is in my opinion, and I think I have made _ it quit_e 

cl~a:t as a matter of fact in my discussions, certain~y· .. again: 

. ·'17 with Mr. Fauntroy, I want to see the st~ffiq~ her~ 

balanced. I would not" fo:t example, want to see .-: 

a black investigative probe and the Kennedy~ :' 

I want to get people of all races. I want to get 

on a combined basis • . 
·--·. _ _ . 

·-_o Hr. Stokes. Neither would I like to see that~ - but I. 

a concerted effort, of course~ -in balancing 

0 :. staff to see that we do get and provide an . oppdrtunity 

. - - . 

of .the talent that I do know exists, and I · would be . .. 
:-_ ~; 

'· '. 
. . ' . . 

•, ·., 
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very happy to work with you on this, in terms of your 
., . · .. ' 

qVcli·/tfb/~ }qwye.rs., 
finding ~ and I will be glad to discuss the matter 

with you outside of this hearing. 

Sprague. May I mak~ one £urther response, as a 

of fact a~ong that same line. Some of the people 

I 

chief deputy spot, as you noted from New York, they 

request obtained the names of some experienced 

attorneys and investigators. My problem there-· is - not 

at all. I really wo~ld like to get a more broad bas~. · 
: .. ... 

do not want to have everybody from one localH:y of. the' . 

I would like to have the staff reallyrepres~nt 
--~ . 

. base. .· .. · 
., 

Thank· -you, Mr. Chairman. 

Dmlming. Thank you • 
<>-', ' . 

The hour of ' 12:30 has arrived, so we will vecess ,until. 

-· · ' 

. 2 if that is convenient. · These booklets that you · have in :., 

of you are fairly sensitive as they contain not only 
. . . . - . - . . ' 

the mode of questioning ' and line of question:i,ng of cer.tain · 

·: I 
~ •; • •:; , ' - I 

witnesses, but it also contains the names of. the witnesses 
. . 

whlch w~ propose to investigate, and for that. reason I . believe 

~ ' that when you leave today they ought to be turned bac~ to '• 

- . 
If you want to see them in the meantime, .·· 

it _.Js perfectly proper for you to go· into :the comm~t~ee 

room to see them but to let this material outto the pJ::e~s 

thel. investigation. 
: l . 

If you will-bear . with me, . 
, ···.'. 

l ·: 

' - ~-

. ~- ' . 

· .. •. 
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leave it here and somebody will be in the room, Mr . . Feeney, . 

you will see to that. The room is going to be electronically. 

swept while we are at lunch again, and we will come back · 

and .resume the questioning of Mr. Sprague and gp forwaid 

with the 

···· .···•· . 9/The 

rest of the agenda. 
:' ~- . 

press is going to come in and ask me ·questions. ·.• 

it all right if I say that the number of 170was ·mentioned, 

and : that we spent all this time explaining it? ;- <. -~ 

·. ' .· ·. ·. 

1;ar. McKinnex. 
;:.... -_. -- -- I suggest that Mr. Sprague explain ' some 

the technical reasons for the depth of investigation. ; · ·: 

Chairman Downing. The committee will recess until ·2 

'§h~reupon, at 12:30 p.m., ~he committee was r~cessed~ 

reconvene at 2 p.m., this s.;tme daY,] 

. :· · .. , 

. ·. : .. •' :~ 

·_,,_ 

,' , · 

•" _,_ · 

. . . . · 

. ·.· . 

. r· 
i -r . 

. ,. 
: · , ' ·· . 
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AFTERNOON SESSION [ 
4 • ,... 

. ·: . - .. 

/ (--2-:-4-9--}:;>711):-:"')~ . 
J 

9~hairman ·Downing. The committee will come to order • . 

0-- . 
. · · Are there any people in the room that have not been · 

to the reporter as to their name and staff 

' ~- ' ' 

The committee will come to order. 

At the time of the recess Mr. Stokes had finished hi~ · · 

of Mr. Sprague. I now recognize Mi: • . Thone· • .. 

No questions. 

. ... Chairman Downing. Mr. Fauntroy? 
. ' 

·-·'· .. . ,"~-' · ... ·. , · 

Mr. Fauntroy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

0 
.. . 

Mr. Sprague, I simply have one question to .\vnich I 
. . . . . 

to react. 
. ·: ; -~ . -

You are aware of the fact that a great deal ·of suspicion , 

been directed at the staff in 

to the Congress, and you . ~ - ... 

. 18 
of the allegations that would go to the staffing · ... · . 

·. · :: ._. ; of the Warren Commission, in terms of information leads that . . 
,.. . J9· ; ·; 

·;: w~re not followed, in terms of questions -that were not . 
·>'., · ·Mve ~ee~ , ·. . . · ·.·.· 
) asked)that certainly it would appear should ~~d, , ang in >; 

20 

.... 
' ~ . ~ . 

:• ',· .. 

., 21 ' 
'-~ --~~-; < . . >< 

·, :' some instances allegations that materials and evidence :th~t./ 
22 

made. , 9-yailable was not in fact noted. . . .. .._,_ 

0 As we prepare ourselves to do the thqrough investigation.;> 

you have · indlicated· llll8l ·. . I . . . 
. , ,, · ·-1 . . 

I ·' 

we must do, I am concern.ed ' alsofz· 

·: ~ . 

I' . 
r 
~ 

l).actd:: 3226661.5 '. ·. 
, • .. -.. 

<. _ .. ' 
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about staff, and for that reason I was certainly supportive 
. ... . 

of the agr~ement that staff should be hired by you, siribe 

going to be responsible for the investigation. 

however, I have receive{d a number of question~ · ,._ 

at least one staff person, Mr. ~obert Oz~r, un the 

of his conduct as federal prosecutor in the St~te -· 

relating to a Supreme Court judg~- -_ 1' IIDJ 

to new$paper accounts that have been made a~~ilable 

· ·to me, he is accused of having engaged in investigation by 

,··: .rrorism, and- f1~"t/~sponsible for- . something 1 that_. you call -· 

guii~ by announcement, so much so that - ·,the · Na.tion< 

· ·' · · · .· hils 
· gazine J a!!. taken note of his conduct, and numerous u 

'• ·> ~ 

in MiGhigan have taken note of it._, neg:atively, 

I / 
I believe i1 you may correct me if I am not right . ·-;:; 

the sugge;stion of the .Michigan Bar A~so.clatiori , _ . ._ ;;c 
~ : . - . 

· ' 
I 

. he was -
•., . 

l 

from the 'position of investigator. 

·cfl I raise that question for two purposes. One is that we · 

c:l~-,; 
want to be careful that we'\ not subj~ct · our$elves -· .·· . 

an investigative committee to unwarranted criticis'm for . 

overzealous, and employing tactics that may n~t .. , . . 

up to the eye of scrutiny and fair play~ w '·' .•.. k ;-. I 

ilrtJ 
the question because X would wonder what you would . /1 

. of having.)to assist you in the hiring of. a _large . . ; 

think is necessary, a personne.l committee of 
I 

·· .... ~ 
·. ·.- . 

· .. _. --· . . 
. -. :: .. 

' : ' 
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this committee, to assure .-;a not only .- your concerns . ·-

· that you get the very best, and we want that, but also · 

our concern that we not be e~posed unduly to both political 

. pressures and to po~sible embarrassment up the line. •· 

< · 9Jr··· gpraque. ·· Mr. Chairman, Mr. Fauntroy, with .regard · 

the t~o parts really to that question, I tdok thi~ ' : .. . -

position on being assured that .the determinat:io~ as · to who '. ·· 

to hire would be made by me, for the reason .that · i:r:t my ·view 

should not be tinged with selectio~·on: a· 
-~· ... _, . . '~' 

the sense as an investigator I am · 

for the staff and the team work.· . Jt bf course 
.-._,. 

be impossible to do a thorough and pr6P.er ··investigative 

people that have been put on who I do not'approve: 

··. I s ·ay that preliminarily a 
.· .•. · _ .. 

. I think that it has come across as a high - :~atermark 

inception of this .coriunittee that the committee has>. 

been willing to really turn over its own power fpr hJ,ring . · .. ·.·.·. 

personnel, to ke~p it ori that kind of a level; ·and r :· think 

a ·mistake would be made to go back from that.. I am certainly 

con~erned, and I think that the question raised that people 

not to be on the staff, however, that in any way could 

reflect upon not .only the integrity of the staff . but ·really _· 

committee, the integrity of each person on _the committE;!e_, 

is ' a point that I would not quarrel with, and would have-hot 
· . ;. 

_. .. ,·· 

slightest. obj
1

ect:ton let's say when there. :is somebOdy , . 

~ .. . ~ - . . \ 

. . : ·- . ·· . . 'f . . ... 
·.,_ . 

.. :_ · . 
. - .. 
' . 
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that I think ~easures the test for putting on the staff, _~ 

if there is let's say a personnel committee then to submit 

that name for let's say the personnel's committee determination 

opposed to it being initiat'edthe _ other · 

' way around, which I think would be wrong. I _would : have· 
_;_· .· ,·: 

no objection along that liri'e::; :: and I think that still meets 

high level of selection, so that that is my :' _ 
' ,, . 

r· • . 

-:: ' -..: 
., ' · 

With regard to Mr. Ozer in particular, let me .say that 
>·" 

. _._. f : ~~ 

aware and was aware, upon employing him, of .the '· 

- _,_ ,. 

. . . _. - -,··. 

~- controversy that has occurred as a result of his prosecution 
~ ·. ' 

justice of the Supreme Court in Michigan, and.in 
: ·, . 

it, I ascertained certafn facts • 

. Mr. Ozer has been a prosecutor in the Departm~nt of ·~ 

for a number of years,- heading strike force~ . in 
·-_._ · .. . 

·Phi+adelphia and .Buffalo, before being out in the . Mfcpigah 

From the knowledge that I have of him, he. has · always 
. ' . ' 

-:...· · . 

and I think · it goes without question, an excellent.· 

investigator. . ' ---

:. 
From some observations of my own, this is before· ·,,. 

1- · ·. 

here, I had knowledge of his prosecuting some cases, 

my own view he is not quite the trial lawyer that : : .· 

r .·would like to see. That is riot a reflection . on . him. : He . . 

····1· 

is a good investigator but he ought to let other ~eo~le . , 

cases. That is all I mean as to ~hat~ 

' . . , 
l 
I . .1 

L 
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·_ 9 However, in the situation in Michigan, he uncovered 

~ evidence against a justice in the Supreme Court in ~ichigani 
,,-~- ; 

_._,- '; 

S. for which he then tried that justice. The justice was 
' · -~ - - -~ -~ . '.. . . . 

;f:_acqui_tted, but convicted of perjury charges arising .from · · 
;o, \ 

·;;·: testimony before the investigating grand jury. I had been . 

that Mr. Ozer had made statements to the news ; 

~edia, particularly Newsweek ~gazine, which subj-ected him 

to admonition from the Department of Justice for -having - ··. · ·, 

spoken to that magazine. I had also been advised . that·. there . 

·:·· had ·been allegations made that his use of the investigating 

been in a heavy-handed fashiori. 

I guess I must insert here, having been a prosecutor., 
' . ;- . ' ,-' / -·. - .: ~ .. 

I am very used to the concept that when you . .proceed 
" ,, . 

individuals who were placed in a f·~irly · · .. 
-~- ' . ·- . 

with a politfc~l organization, cou~ter-: -
... 

. . ~ . ·. •. . . ... . 

the prosecutor · many times are made. · .. As 

a matter of fact 'I think I even do a disservice there _ _- Many 

of really what occurs in prosecution; it heed nob.. 

in a high level in a political organizatio"n, the . 

a counterattack against thepro~ecrit6~, so 

that for allegations to occur is not something that . moves ., . . 

one way or the: other. 

· What I did do, I sought information from the Department::~ 

!:'of Justice today, and they have submitted a lett_e,r ' ·· which I · · · 

- .~::~ ~~~e, which I would be glad to make available, .tha~ while .: ·. 
' ' J ' 

. . . ·. . I . . •·.. ·. . •. 
the Department ofi Jus:tice · thought . tl)at Mr. OzerO ou·ght not tq';; 

, , . . ~ . .-. ~- - . 
f' 

l 

( ·' 

: . ' ·_. . :. · ;:·~· 
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his sta:tement to the news media, they did investigate 

the grand jury, and found that there was no 

·imp~oper use or nothing high-handed or impro~er in that • 

'f) In addition, I have here a letter, which . is fro~ 
• 1.' • 

Ralph Guy, Jr., the District Judge of the United 'states 

District Court in the Eastern District of Michigan, .which .· 

I would be glad to just make a part of the record, unle'ss 

would like to have it readG 
.. ... . . . ~ ' . . . 

~- ~ - . ' .. ~ 
Mr. Guy was the ~ ~attorney at- the very · 

CT~ 'eJ--- ~-

time that Mr. Ozer was heading a strike force in Michigan, 

giving rise to the allegations • In this lette~ J~dge Guy 
~- .. 

fully the thoroughness, the total integrity of _ the 

by which Mr o Ozer did handle .that very matter· ~h:ich ; 
. . . · . 

. Guy, . then the ~e:s attorney, was fully · knowledgeab· -e 

arid he endorses him and backs him up completely • .. ·.: .. . I say 

~-· that really in response to the question that you have raised. · 

I might say that in addition, and again I -cannot $ay thi~ 

strongly, to do a thorough job here, the i~t~grity . of 

personnel and the way in which they are viewed i$ 

important, and I have spoken to Mr. Oze:c, because . I have · .. 

aware, even from Judge Guy's letter, that . Mr. Oier .. 

·· sometimes is not the most diplomatic individual iri going 

on his investigations, and at this point he is representing · 

tone o~ . what1 one must do • 

_, ·: 

· .. · · . . ~~ . ·. 
. ' -~ . 

' . 
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·c;; Suffice to say that from my conversations with him, . , 

and looking into these matters, I was and am satisfied ~s - t6 

integrity and ability, and his intent in not doing 

would be a disservice to the staff or .thi$ · 

( .. · . :· 

· With regard to the statement that he made to the news , 

media, what he said was a statement after the defense counsel 

statement. 'I'he defense counsel, after the , .. · ·-·· 

conviction of the Michigan justice, made the 'statement . to · .. ·~ . 
_,· ·:;·:' 

.. 
.. .... · 

the news media that well, the justice was acquitted of the . . 
. _., .-.· 

·substantive charges, and it was a technicality, that he was ' · 

convicted in his perjury charge. 

Mr. Ozer' s response., which he then gave, .which he 

··. perhaps ought not to have done, but it was in· respo11~e to . 
·. , :.; 

··: that .that Mr. Ozer said "Well, it is not an acquittal. · · A 
.· .·: 

of the Supreme Court has been convicted of a . 

case," and that is part of what led to that news 

. I feel confident of Mr. Ozer's integ~ity and · ability •. 
• I . . ... ·;.. 

,Mro Fauntroy. Mr. Chairman, I am satisfied :with Mr • . ·· · · · · 
·a ,;_ 

I did not intend to g~t itito a specific ~ · . ' ;· 

justification of this particular employee, but to make the · 

· , po,:i,.nt that perhaps a happy . medium between our desire ...... to . · 

have· someone on staff and on the other hand not · haying any ·. · 

role· in .at least looking at staffe) ._..:·your ~ormulation of .:.--~· : 

. ·-.·_.·. ·. :
·. · .. ·. 

_; ' 

. -.; .. 
.. --,, 
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· the proposal is acceptable to m~ ~at is~ that we have a 

committee to which you could refer, because there · 

be things that the members of the Congress would see = 
and perceive immediately that might not occur to you. 

9} Chairman Downing. Thank you, Mr. Fauntro·y • . 
- ~ ~ 

Mr. Anderson? 

Mr. Anderson~ Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Sprague, as you have noted this committee 

,•' 

. . · .... .. · . 
~ .. • . ~ . 

' -~ ; ' . ~-- • ' :· _,; : 

investigation or a probe which is UnJ:>recedented 
·-_:: 

_.. ~·. :: 

. history of the Congress, and being without< any ·.'· . ' -· ·, 

.. _:; 

therefore to guide us, it is difficult to make an . 

and evaluation of the staffing requirements, as .· 

the proposed. table of organization -that is . ~- . 

me. .. '· -~ . ., ·; .· 

- • ; ·,· 

I am wondering with respect to the Kennedy and, the _ 
·: . ,' 

task force, where apparently about 35 percent: of the 

would be l~wyers and 65 percent investigators, 

be about the ratio, is there in fact some 
.· . . 

for that in the manner that the Senate Watergate : · 
. .. .. . 

was organized or the HoUse Impeachment Co~mittee? · · 

did you arrive at those ratios? Is there §orne· rationale? 

Mr. Sprague. Mr~ Chairman, Mr. Anderson, :·I do not have 

rationale with regard to another committee'. ; It was just > . .···· 
.· .· 

~ - . . . 

{/my own thinking process here of about one la~yer with each · . .. 

. \.two . to three investigators working as a team, and I· was 
.. . 

': · · . . 

·. { .. < ·.· 
.. :· .. ~ .. ; ' 
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trying to ·figure the number of teams that I thought would .. :be \ 

necessary. The inV~§tigative talent, the lawyer tal~nt tha~ 

3 I am talking about here, is not just legal. They ar~ to 

part .in the investigaton as well, and from pre~ious 

working with lawyer-investigator teams, I have tried to. use 

- -
~pproximately one lawyer with t~o to three investigators. 

·· 9) ~r. Anderson. Very briefly, you have already ~ad a 
;,:, 

with Mr. Stokes on the question of the ef:forts whj_.ch · 

' •-. . ',, . 

made with respect to minority qiring. ' More· · 

q~n~rally I am wondering, and not in a great · de~l 6f . detail~ 

·.that wouldn't be necessary, how do you go abdut ~e~ruitirig· 
...... 

personnel for an assignment of this kind? Do they largely 

you, or do you go to them, and if .so, to whom do 

Do you have recourse to certain pr~fes.sion.al · · 

·. organizations that put you in touch with pe·ople? 

I would just be interested in a very broad,general · 

description of the process. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, we have had hundreqs · of 

:'·applications sent in to, which we are in the process ··of > 

. What I wanted to do and have done, to _some _ 

the people that I thought would be . i~ _the ·senior · · . 

··· . po~itions, I wa:nted those to be people that I have . gone' . · 
' ·, . 

. . . ~ . . .· 

out and x:~cruited, who were not just people who had submitted 

applications. What I did do here, I have contacted lawyers, , 

contacted judges, I have . contacted prosecutors around~ . · · 

. ~ -: . . . .. ::. ·\ . 
. .,·. ; 

.. ·· : : · 
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the country, and asked them, and I put to them, that we are 

trying to get a totally dedicated professional ~taff. 

Would they think about it and submit namas to me of peopie 

upper achelon. What I wanted to do, whan r · ~ot . the 

in the upper echelons, I wanted them to go ' through 

..... · .. ~·t .. hese applications that we now have, and cull f:roii\ them and ,' 6 

up interviews then of those people, but in the tipper 
_,._ - ~· 

echelons it was my initiation of inquiries. When I was. 

· , " ') ' ' 

·. ·V . 

9 . :; ·given names, I then made other inquiries of people · that 
'' .. .:.. : 

.· •. 10 · had had contact, worked with them, and as a result of .that, · . 

. them arranged interviews, and from those intervi~ws that . ·:. · 

•' ' .·: 
. ':'; ' : 

I 'did personally, I culled out those in the uppe:r echelons. 

.. f//·Now of those people, I have turned over to · them at this 
13. 

. ....... . 

14
. :,\ point the applications that have come in, and · have ·asked . 

... · . .' ~ . 
' ' ' 

.. JS rt themto go over these applications with me, after . they-_· 

·.'._ .. :. 
, ·, , . . 

. "· . '} . 

., ;: ··have weeded out those that they think ought to be weeded 
. . ~- . ~ . .. 

and our thought is to then arrange for interviews with 

.those people. 

Mr. Andersono Thank you, Mr. Chairman • 
-~ 

Chairman Downing. \Mrs. Burke? 

Mrs. Burke. Thank you. 

. .' :· 

> ·. 

I also certainly want to commend you, Mr. Sprague ·, on ·· 

your stat~ment to this dommittee. One question h~~ been . :· · 

bothering ~~. You ind:i.dated that one of the reasons .we had 

hc;ive . inqependent inv!=\stigators was because those .traditional 
. ... 

,' ' 

.··· .. :_ 

. I 
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agencies that we would draw investigators from would 

possibly be a sorirce of a great deal of the inVestigaiion 

3 and review. 

C/1 Do you see any problem ver.y specifically in th~ FBI .· · 

5 coqducting the investigation of the staff~ if those ~tafi 

'.·. t8 

19' 

20 

22 

'· -· .. 
' -~ 

that bothers me is the possibility that something might · .·· 

be in . the profile of a potential staff member that would 

'. not be disclosed, but could be disclosed at some future 

,~ · time if it became necessary to discredit this : committee • . . '' . 
. . . 

· Mr. Spragueo To answer your question, yes, . that , is an ' 
- ~ 

· area of concern to me o I have I. guess two thoughts · in · 
,_,' -\ 

l:"esponse. One is that whether the FBI or any bthe~ agency 

4 
is asked to do a backgr~nd check, in fact they cari do ·it 

whether we ask for our purposes or not, and if in fact they · 

do it, and obtain any information . that th~y subsequently 
J. : · 

want to use for whatever purposes to discredit, they are 
' ·. ~ 

f:tee to do it. There is going to be nothing secret about ··· · 

' · . 
who is employed on this staff, and there is full reign for · 

· anybody to check their background, so that the problem of 

: , __ , 

. ·. . ~ .. 

,. , .. 

anyone releasing information, that is going to ·. be whether . 

: we utilize them to do a background for us or nqt • . ·· .. 
.. ·-, 

~ . .. .. · 
Secon,d~, I hav.e considered whether we ou.ght to ask th~ 

~ Defense Intelligence Agency to do a background -check in lieu . 24 .. . . . . 

25 
of .the FBI, but I really thought that the1:e is no r.:eason to 

• •• > 

.-· -:: __ 

· .--· . 
: ... ,· .· 

,· . · 
~. . . . 

. ,J)J.b~:jli ·3~266815 . 
,;. . --~ . :: --~ ~ -" .: .- ' . - ---. - - ' 
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avoid it. The background check is not for the purpose of 

that agency then determining for us whether we will : acc~pt 

or reject that employee. It is information. I am all for 
· , .... ,. 

·- .. . . . 

the FBI get all of the information that fhey can·, 

it over to us, for us to have it for evaluating 

we want that personi not asking them to do it~ 1~ · 
- .- '.· : 

achieve anything because they can do anyth"ing. ·.Why 

not avail ourselves of that. It doesn't bother me~ I do 

see that that is going to interfere in the least, and 

. :-

' your concept that maybe they have developed something in a 
. -~ . 

. . ' background check that they are not going to . turn over, 

~ ~nd to use it at some time, if that wa~ to be~ that can be 
;..'!, • 

. . done anyway in any event, so it seems to me that·.if that · 

/is the reason for avoiding having the FBI do a backg.round · 

it really doesn't hold water. 
/ ,, 

9/r guess I also have this feeling in my mind with · . :.· 

.: ~ .· regard to it, and the reason that I do not say let another · 

• I 

agency do it. I said earlier the goal is to do a thor6ugh, .· 
. ~ :-, -. 

d~finitive job. I do not want to be in a position, and I 
-.·. . . :\.· 

suggest the committee ought not to want to be, that an avenue .. 
can subsequently occur. I don't even . want to 

. . . . 

time of this committee or the staff' .. with a public :'' . . ••.. · 

.· .. debate how .. c_Qme this committee and its staff did not allow ·• · 
; ' ... 

its personnel to be subject to an FBT check. It is a waste 
.. 

. . . \ ~ 

~6£ energy to get into, and with a broad bodt of th~ publ~c .. 

. .. _ 

-·.-·. \ ·-. :::-:. 
:-' --: 

~~#.~·({;,_j :i~~68~~;;. ·· ... ~~~ ·; 6,5\ ... .-.,·. 
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it doesn't mean that much but they are going to think . that 

:" . · · .. 2 that is of some significance. Why avoid it? I see . no . 

3 reason to do that, and so my feeling is yes, let's haVe 

·that check. 

·: ·:. cJ)Mrs. Burke. That answers my question. 
•,' __ ;. _,. ·.!f! - I ·suppose . . ·. 

, · . 

:: orie of the reasons some of us were very concerned about . 
,;.•, 

. .. . .. . 

? particular members of the staff is the possibility of itS : . 
. ··- ~· 

in a political context, and I personally am 

. 9 . ·\ ·very concerned that we do have staff people .who have b~en • 

and who will not leak a lot of things to the · 

to agencies. ·.; .. :· 
• :• < 

As I see it, our credibility is going to dep~nd upon 
.· : . .. 

level of the staff, and also the security of ' tne ·staff. ,·; 

Mr. Sprague. I couldn't agree with you more, and this ·· . · .. ·. 

into the area of staffing. . You know people ask how · .. · 

do you make judgments? Well, it is difficult, and · I assure 
.' • 

this committee that I feel very deeply the burdenthat is 

.1·on my shoulders in terms of not letting you down, not lettin<~r;;: 
:':{-' 

the public down. . '_, _ ·. 

. . 

. I do feel it. I feel this .obligation to do a thoroug~ 
... , 

};-job, and that includes . a sta.ff that isn't going, tO let any ,,· 
. ~· ....... 

;'of us down, and it is looking into their background~ 
-.. ~.{i' 

;-,. 
. -,. . is evaluating them, sizing them up • 

I hope I end up being right in that task. 

Burke. · . Just . one further question. 

' . ~- .. 
:: . . ,.._:-

. .. ... :·· .. · 

. : ,' · 
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7V Is it still our posture that all staff people that are 

hired will be on a temporary basis, or are we now sayi~g 

that all staff people from this point forward are permanent 

- • ,, ·· 

·, 9~hairman ~owninq ~ There has been no decision, but I . 
. . \ . 

: ~ j~~t assumed that they would be permanent, unle~s _they ~idn't 
. : ·. ..- .- : ..... 

. · prove to be qualified or for some reason had to be dismissed. 
· .. · . 

:· .· ,. 

Mrs. Burke. I see. 
. . '- . 

· Thank you very much. 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Dodd? 
•' ;-- . 

Mr. Dodd. Thank you, Mre Chairman. 
. . ~ : . . 

Mr. Sprague, I also join my colleagues· in <;:orirrnending 

: ... you for your statement this morn~ng, for your outlining of . 
· .... ,·. 

you envision the role of this · committee .and- the problems · 

. _you are, going to have in tacklin;u these two assa$sination~: . . 

': .€he ::inve.s€J.gations ~- Rib I have a couple of questions > .. 

have been raised at least in part, but I:~··· · 
.·:.: i ·. ·_ · ·~ 

satisfied with the response. ·-: . . -~ 

· One was raised by Mr o McKinney regarding our individual ·. '· 

~~- t~~ "'"~~etb . .. .· 
staff people that we have as ~embersJt I am . sure you · areaware 

two other committees in addition to our obligations: in · 

our district and so forth. Aside from the financ·ial 

problems, what will be the relationship as you see ' it between 

staff people and the commit:tee staff? · .. 

. . -· ·· . 
. ; 
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Cj/vr. Sprague. I think I ought to make clear .the role that 
' ' :;. 

see of the committee itself and the subcommittees, - because 

· 3 ; \ it may help really explain the way in which the investigation 
'<. :-·· 

· .. 4 · :If proceeds. 
~:;:~, -

I do not see the committee or subcommittees :Just 

5 ;>·sitting and being given transcript after transcr.ipt, to · read, 
: ~- _, . 

' 6 being brought forth here to testify~ There · 

7 - · going to be a need here for members of the ' c;:bmmittee;; 

--·- a . :-:~:-_·_ two_ members at a time from each of the _sub·commi tte~s- ·, · .. to · 
..... , 
,' _··· 

9 ,j.:have to go, for example, to Dallas, to have to go to wherever 

13~ 

. . 

. : 14 

·:. -17 

-t'for p~.rposes of at times taking testimony, when viitnesse·s · · .· 
_:J~l:·· 

.' are not otherwise taking testimony. 
'. · . . · 

.. ' 
There is going to b~ more of an investigativ~ role .; - ~ 

committee and the members of the committee themselves 

parts of the country • 
. ' ' :~ . .. , · . 

. That is not going to of necessity mean a committee 

J ha~ing a staff member just read things. 
:j;.· 

~:f1~·~:- .-.:·. 
~/ can operate, for this committee to be successful as I . . . 

... , . ' . ~- :- . . "'t:'·'' . . ·.:--

~:.;·'~nvision it, you are part of the investigative t~am . really~ 
18 - . ~- ' 

,·_, 

):Cand we have to deal with you on a direct one by one bas;is, .... _-19 ·.s, 
; . \~-~· : ___ _ ·:--

. · .:.:. 
20

. j~ a11d we can't deal through intermediaries. . _ _ ; .... 

?(.{~!\. ··.---~ ._, 
Mr. Dodd. There are obviously going to ,.be occasions . when :'·; ,~ -... :·· . .. , 21 

. , . 

.. 
22

. ;~(;:'~~terial is coming· in whe:r:e each one of us.·~- .CjOin~ to· .: ' 
~0 . . 

24 

~; ~ant to designate our own staff member to be responsible for 
-;:~' _" •,'· ;- '. 

·. ~.this legislative area, and t.here are going to be _nymerous 
·.::,5·_,: . 

<_ o~casions . that will arise where because of our . oth~r : ... 

: ·-,, . - -=·+ .. ·· . . 
: ~--. 

::'n~.¢ ta\ ai.266a15 . 
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obligations we will want that staff person to be in _contact 

the committee, to determine exactly what is _going on, 

is coming in and so forth as a conduit. 

- ~_ .. /fl!:J.r. Sprague. Fine. I would be happy for any individual · 
·-: _:~ ·_:_ ··.· . ~ -- ~·_~ "-._. 

>. that any member of this committee designatedj instead of 
·: ,_·. · . . ,. 

directly with us, if you want someone else in · touch 

us to be the intermediary, fine, as long as it is 

you have designated. That is no problem whatsoever. ' .' · 
' ~- .. 

. · Chairman Downing. Let me intercede a minu.te. I th_ink .·· 

have got a good point, but it ought to be · limited to. 

He ought to be known to the committee. · 

Mr. Dodd. You are anticipating my next question, · Mr~ · · 

Chairman Downing. Go ahead. 
. .. ,.,. .. 

Mr. Dodd. You then run into the potential problem 

_:::·:that Mrs .• Burke has raised, and that is of coUrse by : 
;: .. 

' ,. :- .' ; _ ... · . 

) 'designating someone on our own staff you have .:.fJIIili-· 12 · :-= .. . ... 
:::.- .. · . . 

,yaddi tional people who may not have had checks done on ~heml!) 

'-~~\--- Jjou increase or open up the possibility of l'eaks_,·.a .· 
-~" :~~: - . •,,;• ~. . > ' . . . . , 

~; fi' &.-a and I tD wonder_,. what you are thiJ1king about in 
_:[;;\ 
:> terms of that relationship, more than just what •' the' daily 
. :.:.~:~:~. ··• 

.i: . 

Mr. SJ?rague. I guess my response to that'would be 
. ~. . ... 

£ that the information that we would be conveying to the 
. :::·.·~. ·,:; . . : . 

..... . ~ .. ~ ., 

.. ·: · 

-· · ..: 

. -~ ., 

·:! . 

, I 
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that person had not been himself cleared, it was proper to 

let's say clear and something of a more sensitive natura ' 
; :' . ' . 

occurred, I would want to take it up directly with members 

. of t)le committee, unless you arranged that that .intermediary.1· 

was himself cleared • 

(57 
·(/It would have to be an area of a certain · balancing ' ·. 

what it is we are talking about. . . :· - ' ~ 

\ .: . 

.£hairman Downing. The gentleman ·or any member of the 
.::;. 

. . . .· ... 

that matter could designate a name now or 
--._ .• _·-; , . 

he can, and we could have that man or woman cleared~: : 

Mr. McKinney. Mr. Chairman, could I interject? 
.·" •(" 

My whole reason for questioning was that I am being · 

. -.perfectly selfish. I see .. one . staff member on my _staff> 

:- Spending all his time with me, staying on 'top . of thiw ·~ 

: ~~:~it~ · frank,ly rep~e~enting Fairfield County, Con~~~ 
; '; · ~, .. · . .;:; 11 s w (H'' . 
···. I can't ~ over 700 letters a week with the staff 
(' ' -

-~ ': 

that I have now. I guess it is being self ish with !TIOney • . . · 
t -~ . ~ 

~~ . . . , . . 

I don't know whether Chris was aiming~that dire.ction. ' I 
• ' • • r •. : 

.. ,· 

· don't ' know if we should designate one person-.. ~·~·e=r>elf&~-/ 
·· · f..,,.tJ,evomDre.> ; · . _ 

~t~ke:_ the whole bi~~be-~re~ I don't know -how I . am 
ht y ptesen 't:::. . .. .. . 

to take one person out of -film fstaff ~ · ·. 

Mr. Dodd. If the gentleman will yield back _I wasn't . 

· ~alking . ab<?\l"t the finjncial problem. We a:r;e talking .·. ' 

of 170 staff people to this commit.t .~e • . ·· We add 

effect 12. )llcre staff people in terms of the request of . . . 

;. __ ' ' :· -, · 

.. _.- . 
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•· 1 the House Administration Committee. We then are going to·_<· 

0 . 
jeopardize the effectiveness of the committee staff -

· 3· -:,}~1 111'6 from a financial standpoint. I understood that 

one of your real concerns. You may want to 

' 5 ' : ' respond to that 0 

, ·:._ .:o/!}r. Sprague. Could I say this, because there may be .. 
'• ·, .,. _. 

some area of confusion here with regard towhat detail do · 

to have information. Let me give as an example 
'. ···. 

I may use the Yablonski murders, 'at . one point ._ 

.. 10 in that investigation, for example, I had people in Kentucky 
• . 

· · 11 , int~rviewing coal miners for a certain purpose. • Well, I 
. ' 

: , ll . did not need to know the specific questions · asked :of each 

· ... o 13 miner and the specific responses. The sumina:.L"y that I 

· '· 14 · ·.: needed to know, just . to let me know~ are th~y ·proceeding o~ · 
.·· ·, . ; 

: -this thing, are they askingthe questions about certain 

: funding, arid what is developing took ~ minutes · of my . 

time to learn things of that nature. • .. _ •• . > 

· Now if this committee wants to know every little point, 

•" 

you are going to be having your time and your ,. - · 

int¢rmediary' s time just taken up on detail that t think is · , . . · 

be a waste of your time. 

0 Mr. Dodd. So I don't drag this out any longer, . · 
. . ~ - . . 

might ask Mr. Sprague -@~ __.,,..,.,_.b 
o ··· .. . thought .- to thefhairman' s suggestion that_: .• we ' _· · 

-~ ~,:. _ :'d.e:signate someon,~ £hould .it be someone · who; will' be with . ' . . 
. "' . ::. , · . ·. . . _.. . ·;_ -·, 

' . ' 

o •• · ,· •• 

~- - . ···:. ,}·,:> 

- DocTd: 32~6@:1:5. 



, __ !. 

D~ctd.: j:~~66ais/ Pa 

93 

this all the way through? ¥kat relationship ~-- want 

have with him through our office?AJ t &&Ml\lf· I think 
) ... ; .. -· .• 

. -.·- ' ·. ·,· . . 

would be helpful to us to have some clear idea,because . 

· this is something we are all · going to do. I guarahte~ · · 

we are all going to have a ~taff person assigned t9 . this~ 

r ·would like to know how we deal with that, so that we :don't 

infringe upon your efforts or the committee 9 s ·effo~t-s ~ and. 

the same time we will be kept fully abreast of w~at is 

_ .... 
: .... . ~ .. 

,, :, .,.. . --

I shall do so, though a9ain let •·· 

repeat that hopefully this is going to bea team effort, 

_;; -· . -~-- .. 

! . .:- ~ :_: . 

' and I know for my part the importance of the task • .. t·really · 

intend to see that each~ member bere is ke~~ "ad~ised and 

are discussed with them, and frankly ·to the exten~ ' 
. ·; .: . 

can be done without going through intermedia~ies, 
-· . ,.'· 

to try to do ito 
·., , ·; ), . 

.Mr. McKinney. If I could interrupt without kiiling . 

whole subject, I would agree with you. I .would wa~t- · 

·' to be at every meeting, · but the mere fact Of the · matter is ··· 

IaWJ . ' 

-: that ~~~ trying to be ranking member of . the District · 
. : \. 

of Columbia Committee. I just picked up the .Washington Post· 
. ~ :. . ' ' · . . ... _ ·. · - ,. 

saw that one of my agencies is in terrible 

All hell is going to break loose. _- We need something · 
. , Artd_, it.- . .. .. 

you understand the way we liv~ ~ is tough . 
. /vl!y . . .. : . ' . ...~ 

l::?E:cause I s .till don't~ und~rstand it after Bx 
-. '• · , 

. - ,. · ,·_ 

. . . ' ;,-_. .. 
· .·._.._ 
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who sits next' .to. us who says " Hey, · boss, ·· 

remember," becasue we are going to be a team, and .we ar.e 

. · going to put our final stamp on your decision, and I kJjow · · 

.·what we are going to do. We are going to run to greet the 
' '. · . . 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, from commi ttee .•· 

meeting to committee meeting, we are going to go to . you:r · . · 
·-·. :: 

b.J;iefings and we need one guy like Hank: "If you ·are going . 

·a ; to let me forget one thing on this corninittee, we are dead,' . 

need you." 
r:1 tep Is , .e.· ~~·tJ-~f- · ' 

. ~::o/fr think this is what we need, not --~ so much · , 
·slrW~ ~~tJ- "e. ... 

·asA .. to remind us that we are not meeting with the American .'' 

.·Legion and the Boy Scouts. We are talking about_ the .. 

:. assassination of Martin Luther King. We want . someone who . · 
. ' . < 

k~eps track of it. 

'. · · .. 

,_ .. -·: 

£hairman powningo Counsel will take this under corisi- , 
:.. 

¢ierationo 

Mr. Sprague. One last thought on that if I may. · When ·. · · 

. say attending these meetings, I really think · .our . obligation-

. __ . .. 
... . . 

.! is to keep you advised without even meetings. I think · we 
'. ' ;_· 

an obligation to keep you advised on an independent .. · ·: .··· 
\-',,.' 

We have to make it our business to get to you, not · ~:_: 

.. with the formality of a 1neel:ing o That to me is p~~t of 
. ·: . ~ -

function here. 

···:- ,· 

·' c<•. 
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CJ // .;:.r. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, if I may indulge, Mr. Sprague,; ., 
. - -

other small question and then I will stop. I think -it : 

. ; .· · · . is important. It has to do with the media and the pres.s. · 

·4 ~: I might point out that in the last week or so I called . 
. . 

{ Mr ~ Sprague prior to a radio interview, to talk wi:th .him · 

' . ~ 

6 ,;::>'about what I should be talking about and what I shouldn't 
~ . 
· ·-·-·-~ 

· · -· 7 'be talking about. I got a letter today from someone, else, .' 

8 

15 

- '16 

17 

hidden information allegedly, and I am . sure ., 

of us are going to be inundated with this kind oi thin~ 
; ._ .. ~ ::-. . -·-

..:-: ~ and I would like to see some of either unwritten rule, ;~ · 
- ;.:::<~-::: :: . . 

.: . .. 

~~;;~_~entleman' s agreement or something, wherein those of us _ . . . : 
\ ~-- . .,,.." '·· · · . :: ·· 

.. , .on the committee don't want to unwittingly be the. cause .of --. 
~~; : , '· . . . . .· . ' 

:- .~::: ~ . . . . . . . 

;,f ·this team effort suffering -- as a result of a media plciy, not · 
· .. ' :~ ~- . ' . ~ -· 

'.Lin an effort to in any way sabotage the committee's work, .:· _, 
-·.:<~: 

~.: but we may be the source of information that shouldn't_· 
... ;:: . -. 

··rbe made public. 
. ·-· ' ~ . ·• .• :. ,. . 

._·'{if .:-. 

_ I think you understand what I am talking about. I am 

. . . . 

:.fsure all the members do on the committee , and I wonder if .·. 
' ' ~ . . 

; '• ; -~ ' 

. -you might be a little more clear as to how we should handle ·:. 
~-~ .. ~-·.· . . . . ""' - ~- .~, ·.. ' . :··.' . 

, : . . ' , . 

. t.t:tat.. What should be done, so that we don't sabotage th:is . . -· 

. . · . ' 
:, ~~~;~< .; · .·.· ' 

.. - ' ' 22 · YJ:;· Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman~ responding t~ the question; · 
,_ .. /:i'~-- · .. 
---- ~-~ 

-:it is really repeating what I said before, that I would hope 

-~~~::h'a t it would be agreed that it is only the(¢hai~man and ;:,. 
~-~{ -__ 

-.~ _ the press _ aide to whom inquiries from the press · should_. come, 
.· __ ·:-< 

.;. . ·,;:: ; . ~~-
· :,. ... : . 

,. •·-_. ; 
., . ..~ _ 

.. .. :·"· .. =::·\~. : .. ~~ ~·'i~-

()~ ;t(I ': 322-~fi·~:i§;· .. p\{~ .. , tj;*·~~ ,i~', : ~. :: ;;:t·~ ~ .· 
1, . _ 

' ;.,\ 
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who would speak on behalf of the committee and the sta,ff, 

or of course anyone that the jhairman would designate to ·: 

3 .•. make any speech. 

·· ' . · 4 ··.. .:1/ As the investigation proceeds, even with the . inquiries 

the press out . there when we recessed for lunch, . I 
:. '. - ·~ :: . 

would like to see as a policy that there not· be ariy c 

discussion even by the J'hairman or anyone with regard ·to · 
. ' : · _-, . . ~. 

. :, 11 . 

·. 18 

1.9 
~ · ·.-., . 1 · · ._ 

the evidence is as we are proceeding. I thigk . that~ ' 

is just the wrong · thing to do. 

The scope of what I think is desirable at the n1'oment, 

I would hope that the fairman would ~~~ha?s .•. ~o~dt}r.( - ~: . 
think there is a matter of public education. involved 

now, having nothing t._o dowith where the investigation 

· is proceeding, but I think there is a need to let the . . > ~ 
·. . · .. >·': 

public know, if my figure of 170 is a figure ·accepted by , 

committee, as to that kind of educational processto 

. the public, so they understand that that is really rtot a 
' ~:p~ ,>, 

big figure. . ' 
-~ ·: . .-. 

Now that has nothing to do with what we are going to 
.. ·-_ ..... 

look into; for example, on the questions asked, are we · 

going· to examine this alleged report by J. Edgar . Hobver, . and 

follow through on whether it went to the Warren Co~issi~n1 . 

the CIA allegedly did. 

I do not think there should be any tesppnses 6£ that.( 
. \ ) :. .: . 

That is what we are investigating. --..... 
, · .. •. 

. :• . 
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YJ Now hopefully from time to time when things are 
.. : .. · 

determined on some definitve basis, then the committ$.e, 

< ~~he ,.¢'hairman, might decide to have a public hearing, and_: 

-present some testimony, but beyond doing it in t~at . manner'· 
. . 

and beyond just an educational process for the_ public _ as. 

. . .. 

the financial needs are and the size o~ the · staff~ . 

it detracts from the dignity of this investigation 

"No, we do not know of the FBI memo" or · "~e . ~ ~ 

going to go into this or that CIA file." I think th6se 

not to be. 

Mr. Dodd. I thank you, Mr. Sprague. · 
- . -
Mr. Chairman, I thank you for allowing me ;to ask 

Chairman Downing. You are welcome. 

Ford? 

· Mr. Ford. Thank you very much, Mr. Chail:-1llan. 

I have two questions of Mr. Sprague • 

. -One as Mr. Dodd mentioned earlier, I would like -t.o· kriow · 

it is possible since we are talking about approximately. ' 

J70 staff people, each member of this committee, · is it .<. ·• 

member of the staff could .be assigned to 

member of the committee? .·· . --, 
' ' . . 

Mr. Spragpe. · In my opinion that is impossible . really, 

reason being I am not misstating it when I .S<:tY that 

figure is a bare bone figure. Even . to come down 

\ j" 

' ~- . . . ' . . -. . . . :'' 
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that 170 by 12, is putting it in a most difficult 
. ~- .· . 

situation, but, second., in terms of the staff, this .· is · - . . 

staff that is doing an investigative job for you, for . the · 

' having, determining, when I get a report from som'ebody today, 
--/i .... ·. 
--~ .. .. 

~, that something is occurring in Dallas, and I want to sit 
•' 

with my top people to review that and find out what is · to 

Ought I to be calling 12 aides of 12 . C6ngress~en · 
_.. , / . . } . 

sit in, before I then review that and decide ' whatto 
: ' · ._: . 

I get that underway~ I am getting a 

matter? Do I do that~ It 'is ari 

··:' 'unworkable thing to do it that way. _- _;, ,. 

,~;·y· "_Wwha1;: is workable, and I repeat again, is the obli.gat.ion 

·; .on me to keep this entire {ddnmittee advised . as to what. is 
AA0 .. . ,. 
-~ · ... going on. I repeat what I said earliero Try it my way-. 
;: .. _ .. ·. 

ir:. If it doesn't work, fine. Then we will do it spme other way. 
):·;.:;-:--. 

~r. Ford~ One other question. 

I missed the discussion, but how will . you divide the · 

~~ivide the staff at all? . ,. . . . . . 

Mr. Sprague. There is an organiz~tional dhart ip .th~ · 
->~;~::::· .'':_ 
·,.·back of that book that I have there, and in brief it · is 
_. ~7:.~:' ·_ . 

- -; ,... . . ··. ~ 

attorftjts and 25 investigators on each. · · · ... · 

. . ;· 
. ~. .·: .•. 

·. : . ·. 
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Chairman Downing. That .was gone into this morning,· Hr .. 

Ford. But if you have any specific questions, feel free to 

go ahead. 

Mr ~ Ford. I yield back the balance of my time . . ·.· 

Chairman Downing. Thank you very much, Mr. Sprague. 

· You have been very patient and I think you have explained~ in 

depth your feelings about how this investigation should be 
. ' -• 

. conducted. 
·· ·-

Now Mr. Sprague is asking, and I think . heis entitled · to, 

. whether we accept his concept of how the conunitte~ should be · 
·.'t 

,: 

sta:ffed, and I would entertain a motion now from.someone .· 
:.,.:-.. 

· 'a~cepting the concept or discussion or what.ever·:ybu .want<:: : . 
. , 

Mr. Gonzalez. Mr. Chairman, I would like to move· that the 

commit: tee, in affirming its earlier approbatio_11 of Mr._ Sprague . 

. as . the general counsel and chief of staff, further ; that . . ··• 

a:c.cepting his organizational chart and - ~- ·:· · ·· 
,.. .. ' 

·. presentation as to the staff organizational matters in accord..: 
! 

ance with his reconunendations. 

Chairman Downing . Thank you. 

Do I hear a second? 
,7"_. · - · -

Second? 
. ,. · 

Mr. McKinney. Second. 

Chairman Downing. 
. ·· Hrs. 

• · Burke. 

All those in favbr? • ~ l 

- ~~ ... 
~'( :-

Mr . . Chairmau, I would jl.i;~_..t · like to asR one 
·.: , j .· .· ' . . I \" 

\ ... 
::"\ 

··,·,. : . • ' , .. 
1-' ' . .. 

---------- . .. :l' 

. ·:- .• _ < .' . J ' • ~ • • , 

,. __ ;_ , 
. ' .. · .. 

•.' ' 
- -~ . '• ' -.· . .''· . 

:'" . . 
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•1··-·. ·:.-. ......... - .. -.. •· 
··-: "" _. ; .. _, .. :. 

· How does this organization anticipate we would 
· .•.. 

we be holding hear~ings in the subconunittees and 

information brought before individual subconun:i;ttees and ;·. 

then, .1;t the end, the full committee would meet, or · could ' we 

bit of clarification? 

I think the organization seems excellent except ·r am not :' . 
>: .. 

I understand how we plan to proceed. 
•. ;: ~ ' ·. ' . 

~hairman Downing. All right. . . . ' · ·'· 

· Mr. Sprague, I turn that one over to you. ·. I have an -i· 
. . ~ ;, . . 

answer, but I think he can tell you more succinctly. :, . .. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, as I see it, with ' each of . ' . ' . . . ~ . .. 

' - ~~{."t:;: -~, . 

. t,~he two subconunittees, the investigation which· i~ -. und~r ·way. ,; .· 
.... . _io--· ~· / • _: .: • 

. ;..- ... .-

in greater measure. Of course, _ I ·Jllu·st - ~ay" there .· 

much investigative effort with the limitatio~s : in _' < 
•, .·, '. 

" th~t we have now. It would really- only . be at the ·· 

of the year. 

It is, as the investigation proceeds we would be advisi11g.i 

of the subconnnittees as to e>eactly wh'(t: ·ar~ doing _.·······.·.· ··· 

,~'With people out in the field and discussing with that ! '• 
·,. ,.-, , ·" .··. .. 

;- ~upconunittee whether or not at this juncture there is any_: 
. - .....-\ . . .- . . .. 

where we need to use the subrtena power of~' 

.. ·' ' 

and bring people before the subconunittee 

· for -purposes of obtaining their testimony and, in addition ·, 
. . . ' 

·, 'd.i:H~uss.ing whether or not we have developed certain material .. ; ,.,}·' 

·..: 

.. .:-.' 

: . . _·.-: . 
.,- .. .-_ 



') 
0 .. " . ' 

. , · ~i • 

·even · though we have developed it out in the field and we· ·got 
~ -

it '1\villingly and there was no use to the sub.!t'ena . power. 

of what we have developed, we · ought 

connnittee hearing to get that f-ul~y on the .. ~ecor.d . 
. ·'*· .. ·. : .-. . · .. -.· 

oath in front of that subcommittee -~k~ep _ing. in ~ind! · 

6 . that at 'some point there would also be a decision whether 

be a public hearing. But that is why I ~a-y .·: arid: · 

I said earlier, the function is to keep the .· .· · 

·. supconnnittee constantly up on what is going on. . - · -: .. : : 

· ·· : ~It is not just a matter of a subconnnitte~ ~ittingand 
' . ·~ .. 

. . · •, ~- .~· . 

being hauled in to testify . . . .. ~ 

_Does that answer your question? 

s 
__ ]:1~· ~urke. Yes. 

. . ~ .... 

As you see it, then, as the subcommittee is informed, ·· 

a private, not a public meeting, as we _go through? 

. ·. ' 
".!·. 

' _Mr. Sprague. Yes, with a determination th~n m~.-d~, _,.taking:· 

up with the chairman, really, of the entire colnrriittee, . 
. -·. ·;· · , 

whether or not certain informationwhich : hasbe~d 
.. ·. _'· 

ought now to be put forth on the record publi9ly . 
.. .-

Let me illustrate again what I mean here. -·· · Maybe this · .,._;. -·· 

would help explain at least . my view of it. 

·. I related earlier about the information about this · . 
. .. _ -·-. .- · .· .. :_. - -. 

It would not be appropriate just to convene _a· 

a subconnnittee in the Kennedy assassination just . . .. 
. ·:_~ ... ;~ :·<·- . . ~ ~ · ~-

: t ·o subptena Lovelady from Denver and have him testify. 

.. -· 
-. : .. ~: 

-._ .. . · . · 

.. . :.-;: • .• •• i . _· . ·, -

. '. :-. .-~ .. . ,. 
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.0 
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first step is to go out there and interview him and find out ·· ·· 

what does he know? What does he say about this other photo-

graph? 

"·._.·:· '/ 9/Now we have gotten that information. But that does not 
': ·· '"' 

-
negate what is in the original Associated Press photo. ·· ,We 

ought not to be just wasting ;our time and this gets back to 

how busy the committee members are in other things. 

We now have to examine this original AP photo, get it 
.. , . ·· ' /•: 

blown up,g~t it looked at, find out wha:_t is there. tt 
:-··-;' · 

~ .. ' . ~ . . 

turn out that that in fact is still a picture of Lovelady. 

That ends that area and we will make a report of 

subcommittee, but there is no need to have taken the time 

·.in -the .hearing. 

: > Let's take the converse of that. Let's suppose_, .. as we 

proceed here and them make that blow-up of the AP pho~o, lt 

turns out, absolutely, that the . person in the photograph .just 
' ' 

. _; .. 

·has no beard whatsoever, · that he is wearing a different .. · · ·· ·· 

shirt than what Lovelady is wearing minutes later on a photo 
. ·.· .. ··· . 

that is established; at that point I think that the subcom-

mittee might well want to consider, with that kind .of 

bringing Lovelady in, bringing in the experts 
. _.. . . 

- and the blow-up of the photographs, and having ·a h.e·aring. :.: -· 
. . . ' ' . 

' .;~_ .. 

getting that on the record, they then might determine .: 

is of sufficient interest in the public . ar~~.- ~,it _d~es~_ 

interfere with the ongoing investigation; there might ·· 

; ; ~ . :. '. 

' -. · .. · -. ... : t_.'. ·-.::. 
· .. : . . •,· 

' -. .. 

.. 
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be an obligation to present that at a public hearing • 
• ! ,. 

· q} T~pat ,is my view as to the way in which these matters , 

proceed. 

- S 
Mr~ Burke. I see. 
~ - ~~ --

. . . ~ 

.. Chairman Downing. Do you understand? 

. - ~'s 
Mr ~ - Burke. Thank you very much. 
;tJ\ . 

· chairman Downing. Thank you. 

Thank you, Mr. Sprague. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, before you proceed~- may . , 

I request, . however, because I · could not help notice tha·t it · 

was stated that some material had come in, as I said earlier, :·. -
·-· ... · 

.. ·. -·. 

document unit is an important ·.unit in this ,investigation · . · 

I would request, Mr. Chairman; that. each member: of . the . 
. . - . 

;, committee, l.f they should get any information oratl.y material '· 

·, .. . : . 

to them, that they forward that or a copy of it to me · 

then that will go_ into our document unit, for :that· 

. _cross-reference thing of which I have spoken. 

· -._ Chairman Downing. That is a good suggestion·, · ~r. Sprague~ 
.. :, ··. 

pope the committee members will do that. .· 
\,_, -· 

Mr. Devine . Mr. Chairman? ·.· ,; ·· ·. 

Chairman Downing. Yes, Mr. Devine. 
: -~- . ' 

.:·.I 

Mr. Devine . In order that we proceed in order · and ·· 

':/ -C .. .-t: 23 :. __ :Properly, I notic.e _in the- minutes of our meeting . on·· Septembe~ ._-
···;J , . 

·zg it was agreed that the chairman be given the authority _- to · 

a person or persons to head the overall. -a.dministration"-:. 

··_, ; 

.· .. ··. _. _ . . 

. I 



legal investigative staffs of the committees so.' lo!lg .. ;, 
- ~ ;~ - . ' . '. : . : . 

actual title of a permanent positionnot b~ · given~ 

word "acting" be used in whatever ti.tle is ·· 

in response to a question raised down there •. it says ~· ! 

employment could be . made permanent only upo·h confir--

matiort by the committee at its next meeting . Lam merely ~·· _ .. 

·.rafsing the question whether formal action is nece-ssitated ·.· .· 

· by these minutes today as it relates to people. that Mr. > ... 

:. ·,, :, . 
. -.. . :~ 

. : ·. ·· . . . 
' . ·I 

Chairman Downing. We have already taken formal action< . · · 

: -~ . 

,., . .; _-, _. 

Mr. Devine. Individually~ _ yes. 
.. . . . . · _ · /rt<;~i:< -

I am wondering about the other persons whose resumes;;/:,·: · .. . 
. . . ".. . ·:·. ~ ':. . . ·~ 

submitted, or do we want to reserve on that until, 

, , a -later meeting? 

· Chairman Downing. Let's reserve on that. 
·· .-: 

:·::;::)-~.:' : It was my thought that should be limited to chief 

3~~~nsel and/or staff director. top-flight positions; . w~ : · ·wo~ld. i ~ ; 
. ' 

to do it right down to clerical help. · Let • s ·reserve •· 
., , . 

if you will. ' .. ~' .• 

. ~-

Thone. You did not vote formally. 

Chairman Downing. The .motion made by Mr. 

0 
has been seconded, that we accept the presentatiorias 

' ~ · 

all in favor signify by . 
· .: ' ~-

" I. 

·· ·.: . -
·, . 



aye; oppo_sed, no. 
\ -, ·· : .· - ,-, 

9/ Th~ ayes -have it. Thank you. 
: :. 

- . 
' 

Now, the next item on the agenda is the showing of the 

film. A little background on this film. 
... .. 

and take this route, Mr. Zap ruder and hi~ sec_re:t~;-y _ . 
. . ~ ..:-~ '• 

' and picked up his 8 millimeter Brownie movie· camera 

fortunate enough to get a position of prominence, 
. 5 -.·. 

could view the entire scene. I believe he was 
::·; ··: ··:"-' . . - :_· . ;· 

standing on a pedestal supported by his secretary. : In · any -, 

'event, this is one of the few films of the entire event. - ' .·· 

Now there were many cameras around tha t day .• · but appar-. 
-~ . ' : ' . 

. . 

shooting stopped, they very wisely fe1L .to the 
.i· . 

15 
'grotmd or for other reasons did not keep a cont~num~s . f~lmirig 

18 . 

-... , 

of. the event. This film 

"' sold it to Time-Life, who 
: :,_ -·· 

has quite a 

kept it s/x 
history. _ Mr. -· Zaprude~Y:--. 

or srflen year~ and.' 

' ,_· . 

sub.sequ~ntly, for reasons · of their own, sold it hack to ' _ , . "' 

.···· .. · . . ' 
_ .. 

: Mr __ .• _- Zap ruder' s son for the sum of $1. 
1~ ., .,.._,. 

been shown in television , I think, . and maybe some.-' _ 

you have already seen it, but it is, I believe,' a starting:. 

0 -
which everybody must see and make their Own: judgment :·,; 

they do see. 

0 
film will be shown· by Mr. Robert Groden . I do · · . . 

' - ~ . ' 

the room . 

. ··· .'->· .. :_.~~--"//:*·:, 
- ~;:·.J_ . .. ~- - - :.~ - -~·-··· -

:. -· <.-/~L·: : ... :>:. :: .• _.- ·:--->-

~ - ~·o:9i« .~.3~~6'6~f:5 
. ':· > . 

.J · 

. - ~ 
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9J ~r. §prague. May we send for him? 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Groden is known as a film expert, · 

expert in photography. In addition, he has .been a ,. 
. - · . . . 

_:student of this matter for the last e#en · to tf*e .yea,rs. -

.-. .So if Mr. Groden and his assistant will come in, we will · 
·-- .. · . 

. ' 

. _dim the · lights and see the film . 
· .}-

:.~ ... 
-_:;: . . 

We also ask Mr. Groden to narrate as he goes e1long what 

are seeing. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, one correction . .. It is more 
. . . · 

the Zapruder film. He has put together a nuinb~r of films ':: 

slides and single shots taken at that time. 

·chairman Downing. Thank you. 

l§ f~lm was shown J 

.. -_ .. ; 

-· .. : .. : 

. _;_, 
·, . 

Chairman Downin'g. .On behalf of the committee, · we want ; · 
. ' ·' ~ ' \ . 

you, Mr. Groden, for a very good presentat~on ·~ · 

Mr. Groden. Thank you. 

Mr. Gonzaiez. There is one question I have~ . '• · .. 

The policeman who had drawn his gun and ended up on · .. 

was he ever identified in the testimony? 
•.'' .. 

Mr. Groden. Yes, sir, he testified to the Wa,rr'en : 

I am unclear as to his name. It may have -b~~n 
·• . . 

' . . 

Smith, but I am unclear as to which one it was . 
. ' '\, 

know. His testimony is in the volumes of the .·Warrerr ·, 

_Committee. , , · . 

. . ·-;.,~ .. 
•' , : . 

. _, .. 

DoWning~ _ Mr. Groden, will you please stick 

'· :·"'- < ' ' ,:,:~.! -~-~ < .:-, ? ·: 
· D{>o,IJI,!• 32~~6af.5 . .. ~tt¢ ;\~~ -. 

. . ·= :: . . 
I , • . • ·, ' . . ; 
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·•· .s~ around to see if the corrnnittee has questions? 

.. ·· :f/y.r. Thone. Who is the gentleman and what is his · interest 
---

here? I do not know that I got that. 

Chairman Downing. Suppose you tell him, Mr. · Groden, 

yo1,1r background. 
6 

Mr·. Groden . All right, my name is Robert Groden; · t .. -· ·· 
. 7 . . --.· . . 

reside in New York City. I have been researching the pJ:loto-

8 

9 

. · ,, 10 

. ,- ·-. 

•J t ·· . . . . , . . 

purpose of trying to raise interest in some of the unanswered .: 

: .f,: . ... - ~ 
questions contained in the photographic evidence. 

0 ·.!' •• --

.-13 - ' 
Much of the evidence that you just saw wa_s never viewed · 

: _ 14 . 

18 

20 . 
.-_. 

2t . 

0 

0 

·- · 
D_p p_:tj(;;_;~-~ fi 6'~ i5. 

·the Warren Commission. All of it was available to them .• 
. · .. 

. The :Warren Commission as a body never viewed the films that 

-you · just saw. 

The Zapruder film, perhaps the single most important 

. piece of evidence, was never viewed at all by the . entire .-. 

Commission; indeed, there is only evidence that three or four · 
· \ ___ . -.. _. ··_ · 

actually saw it. They did deal with sections 

·of, the film in slide form, but in all the millions 'of words 
· ·, · 

. ;n _the Warren Connnission report, there is not one mention, 

word as to the backward · motion of the P;resid~nt' s ·" -_·.: 

very peculiar point. 

was asked to appeat her·e -and present to you the 

. . ' 

p~:~ ./~fii ' ' .•. 

. ~; . . 
' . . : 
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. photographic evidence as I have been able to compile it . 

. :. There is more evidence available. · I know where a lot of it 

is, but it has not been available for study before. ·· And tha.t i 

·who I am and that is why I am here. 

·9Jpr. ]levine. What has motivated you durlnil these · .~#en 
who finances your study? 

-,.·_ 

Mr. Groden. Nobody is financing. I ha,ve rever received 
.. .,_ .• fl . 

penny in assistance for finding the films, inakip.~ the _ 
. · ... 

or any of the work. I have done it ptirelyout · of a 

what has happened, a drivirig curiosity and · 
.\ 

What happened to our President? 

I wanted to know. I happened to be in the right .place at ., .· · 

time to obtain prints of the films that you .Just ·· · 

' . 

The original films are available, I know wh~re they are. \ · 
) 

If there is any question in your minds at all as to the _. . .. 

· valiclity o; these films, the originals can easily be. checked. 

of some of these, the most important ones, ·· do e~dst .. : 

National Archives. The prints can be verified for . · · 

easily. 

Mr. Devine. Are you employed otherwise? , 

Mr. Groden. I was up until a few weeks ago.. There ·was 

'a conflict between my job and doing this work. I am now 
' .. ~ 

uPeiP.ployed. I am trying to go into business for · inyself. But 

·:~~~~er ele/fn years, it seemed to me this was far · mar~ .impottan.t 

. than a Job that would not allow me to follow thrbugh· ·ah thi's 

: - . <" .• 
· · . ... 

.. · 



120-

type of work. I felt this appearance was more important · 

and we had somewhat of a disagreement among other things, · and 

unemployed. 

' 9J Mr.. Devine . 
-:;.: '. : ,.-~- - -. ·_;- .!!!. _ '$E . A 

How did you sustain yourself ,dm;.ing these 

·- - ~ ' • ' ~17/en years 'l 

Mr. Groden. I have done photo-optical work .as my ·: · · 
' . . ' 

> 7 :profession since 1969. I developed the technique's which you-

. 8 

: . -. 

·' .· 9 

-:. 10 

11 

ts 
.. -· . . , :." . 1.6 

. --~ ··. ~: 

.->' 

. saw here dealing with 8 millimeter blow-up. liquid-'gating . . 

·I am proficient in step-framing and other photo-optical 

. . 

I made my living at that for several years ~- I was fortu- . · 

in having the type of machinery available tom~. because : 

no way I could have .afforded to do this ·work. > Bench;, · 

this type of work runs to about $50 an hour~ The _ 

' 
single rotoscope version that you saw of just a close-:-up of 

~:h~ President's head took about @e hours to · shoot ; one ' 
' ·' 

· frame":lt a time, refocusing every frame, repositionipgthe 
~ . . 

exact point. · -· ' 

.. These are in some cases done from the original film 

_in some cases done with a first-generation copy of the 
.· ··. 

even _ in the blow-up cases where zooming in, . ip that 

area, would have been physically impossible. · 

-techniqUes are known and verified and t~e-y· have in ... · ... 

I . believe last year an a.ttempt was done to rec~eate it · 

.· · -. .' 

. ,'. 

' · . , ... 

·--. :--'-· 
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by the CBS television network show on the assassination. 

Again, the time consumption here would not allow the same 

_type of work to be done, and this has been my specialty over 

·_ , · . ' 4 _ · the years, 8 millimeter blow-up . 

. . 5 

. ; ~· · . . 
6 

8 

22. 

. \'·:w ~hairman Downing. Let me ask -a very importantquestion . 

_Have you done anything to alter these films so as. to 

give a wrong impression of what you see? ···. ' 

Mr. Groden. Absolutely not. The film . tha t you .. saw 

at the beginning was requested to show the authenticity of the 

film , and the frame sequence. All I have done · to the · filrn · 
~ .· .. ' 

is liquid-gated it to clean it up. I will describe th.:it , . 

very briefly. ·. ··: : . · - ~ · 

~ ·.. ... . ';: · ... . . 
As the film is photographed in an op-tical pr~nter ·;from 

· ; '. 

original film to the raw stock or the unexposed film for ' 

the duplicater, light passes through the film. If there 

are·. any inconsistencies or imperfections in the filni, such 

passing through the film . If you take a low-oxygen content. -. __ .·. 

_ liquid and coat the film as it is being photographed; . it 

.. tends to make the light go in a straight line . toward the dupli.;; . 

This is liquid-gating. 

The other technique ~ two other techni3ues I used; -
:. >.: 

.. '. one is step-framing, whereby you photograph each frame more . 
23 

-than once to slow it down so that, as it is viewed, : you com-<· 

prehend what you are seeing better. 

• .. ·· 
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1 9l 'The third technique I used was rotoscoping, which~ is 

2 taking a point of reference and in the aperture, as you · · · 

3 photograph the film, you reposition each frame so that the 
·:·. 

4 same point of reference falls on the same ~pot. .·This' way. · 

5 you eliminate the shakiness of that hand-held camera and 

telephoto lens. 

. Other than these three techniques, there has been 
. . 

8 · absolutely nothing done to this film. The order of f:t;'ames 

as you saw them is exactly as they appeared in the camera . 

10 · ... or:iginally. Nothing has been added, nothing has. been sub~ ' 

11 tracted. 

fhairman Downing . Thank you very much. 

· ~· · Any further questions of this witness? 

• ' !' 

·,'· . 
. , ... 

Mr. Stokes. In your presentation you made ref~rence · .. 

15 · to some filmed interviews that you have had with wi~nesses .and 

' 16 ~hen you further elaborate upon what happened to the ··.;, · ·· 

';· 17 .. witnesses, et cetera. Are those film interviews available ~o· 

18 . . · us? 

, 19 . . Mr. Groden. Yes, sir. I did not mean to giye the 
·.,.,. 

'20 impression that I had done those interviews. Those interviews . 

'21 were· done by Mark Lane · and a professional film-maker, .I believe 
.... :- : 

.. 22 · his . nai11e is Emile D'Antonio. But I am not sure of the .· 

23 . exact name. 

,.•. 24 The film, when edited down, was released as rush to 
\ ~- . 

25 in which many of these interviews do exist .. ··: .There are 
. ~ . : '' .. 

· ... --· .. _, . ~ . . : <:- .. : 
. :, . ~: 

;'• '· 
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··· : 1 also numerous outtakes or sections of those interviews · which 

,._ . 

·· , .. , 

were not inclt1ded in the film, which I have not . seen. _But . 

itself is perhaps the single most important do.cument 

witnesses and what they had to say . .. 

Xj) I had thought that perhaps if the film and . the outtakes · 

e. 
:_were subj ec~d to a psychological stress evaluation,· it might 

.· .. . ' 

establishing the validity of the stories that ·:3-ppear 

the film. 

~r. Stokes. Thank you very much. ,r . 

Chairman Downing. Further questions? 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman? 

Chairman Downing. Yes, Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. A couple of things. '·. _· . . 

The letter, letter or document, I guess af,fidavit regarding 
. . ' 

regarding Oswald§ ,. !;-

Mr. Groden. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dodd. ~- was that not: eventually s~own to have been 

by Mr. Hosty, and in fact the Dallas Police · . · 

D~partment® lhere was some speculation as . to whether or not· . 
·. · .. · 

. · . . 20 . _;· they should be shifting blame from them to the FBI, aAd · 
': . ' .~· :.· . ··.· ' 

·.;,, 

21 · ·;·:':therefore that affidavit was questioned 
te,ti I'IOH.'J (Jf tJ,~ 

. . ' ... 
to have been : . · · . · r. 

•,· .. · 

... ·~~ ;·~ from th¥fficer who overhearq. Mr. Hosty make tha·t . 

. ., 
.· '.: 23 

Mr ~ Groden. In this particular case, and where i .t deals 

tha.'t particular document, I am not sure. The document 

. _, : 

. . ~ . : . ;,,, ' I ' ' 

•.· '···'·· 

· ..... '. 



:; , 
-· ·. . . ' ~ . ·' . . 

--. ·· - . 

.. _' ... ~:. -~· 

5 

6' 

-··--.7 ' 

9 

. 10 

.. 11 

. ·-.. 12: 
.-=. ··. 

17 

124"'' 

itself is one of . the few exceptions that I went into; away 

from the photographic evidence and into documentary evidence . . 

I do not know of ·such a history of that particular document. 

--
But what · you say may indeed be true. .. __ ,_ 

'-;:· '//.Just as that document appears in the report, . that is the 

·way I · dealt with it. What you said may be true and I do n~t -·- · · 

claim to know one way or the other. 

_M-r. ~odd. How about w: tl ~ us the dent on the 

chroming on the inside of the limousine, in which President .. 

Ke11nedy was travel in~ Was that dent ever . determined to have · ._, 

b.~~n caused by a bullet or were there statements or any , , ; 
·. ~ - : . 

_sort of testimony that later surfaced which indicated that that ...... 

ha9-been caused by something -entirely different? 
· .. _: 

. : -:. 

Hr. Groden. As far as I know, it was never established 

.-that that bullet fq that that damge was -caus·ed by- a _ bulle.t '.-
.. 

I · believe there has been testimony to the contrary, but it ·_.-.· 

has never been established to a certainty how that dent ·-_ . 
. ... .. 

And certainly no evidence has ever come . forward · - ·. 18 got there. 
. ,,-

·-. 1~ ·· 

' ·' 20 : 

. ' · 

as to the damage to the window itself . 
. ~ .· 

Mr. Dodd. Lastly, with regard to the movement of PresL~ . 

' .-.. · 
· · 21. · . demt_ Kennedy, being forced back and forced forward -, did yo~ _- · 

22 happen to speak to any pathologist or ballisticsexperts or 

23 
. . 

p~ople who would be experts in the movement of ahumaq body .· 

.,_: _. 24 upon the impact of a bullet? 

'. 25 - ~- - .. · 
Mr. ·Groden. Yes, sir, I have. I have sp9ken to ~everat~• 

~-- .. . 
.. . . _· ._: : ' -~. . . . \-.. ~ : ' . 

• ' .. ·-

I -·· 

.-. . -
. · "' 
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I have heard the testimony of pathologists, 

pathologists, and a great many other people, hunters·,. 

are familiar with reactions to bodies as they 

are struck by bullets, both human and animal. And the only. 

instance that has ever come to light whereby an. 

effect would hold true, as to the transition of 

from the bullet, would be in something called ,. 

rigidity, whereby there is immed-iate stiffening 

body and a violent reaction going in any possible given< . 

It would not have to go backward or forward, 

any particular direction. 

fllBut the one characteristic of this particular· phenomenon~, 

have been told, is a stiffening of the body. What we are 

in the film is not a stiffening at all but,'rather, a 
. . 

The visual thing, and that is the only way· ... 
I can deal with it, visual reaction is that the President 

was struck and forced or physically pushed backward away· 

the source or whatever it is that caused him to react .. ·-

Given the other evidence, including the fact which I did 

mention during my presentation, that approximately 23 

behind and to the left of the·point of 

the President's head, a large piece of skull fragment 

and it has been pushed backwards from the point 

and away from the the grassy knoll, --exactly .. in 

with the movement of .the President's 
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Ironically enough, the e~act motion of the President's 

body from moment of impact until he hits the seat behind hipt, 

'2. ;3 it is in an exact direct - line with the grassy knoll, . both 
·; . . . 

4 .... the end o~ the stockade fence and the end of the retaining 

·walt', on an exactly straight line . 

. (fj)Again, there is no absolute proof that the shot. came .· - ~ 
. . . 

that point. But the President respond-s, or seemsto>' 
· .. ~ ~ 

respond, on such a way that it seems quite strang~ .. ·:·Certainly 

you have all seen the reaction of the President's ·body ', it · 

seems quite strange that there was never a formal mention 
. ' ... 

. . - . -
the travel .of his body in the Warren Commission r~port . 

I do not claim to know the answer why there was not ; . but .. 
· .. · :' f ; . . ..•. · 

. visually, photogra.phically, and according to the .-preondeuance 
. - ~- · ' ..... i 

·. of eye and ear witnesses, a't lea.st one shot did c:6me from · · 
. - . ~ 

. the r:i.ght front and that is · the only way I have : b~~tl able ·· , , · 
. . . 

. to ~eal with it, that and · thephotographic evidence. 

ghairman Downing. Thank you, Mr. Dodd. 
: - ·~ 

· Mr. Faun troy? 
· . . . , . 

·:': 

Mr. Fauntroy. Mr. Groden, in the body of lit~ratm::-e · 

developed over the past 13 years by people who have · been .: 
·. . .. # . 

beenJ ~11egedltya nuinber of · 
' · 

•-· looking into this matter, there have 
wlsi&. 

-photographs_, have either been ignored or suppresse?J or in ., 

some instances destroyed. I noticed in the course· of your 

; presentation a number of films which apparently were not the 

Zapruder films. 

-• ! .· . . 

'·. __ 
. •, 
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... tJ!Mr. '- '11.:::: Groden. Yes, sir. -
Mr. Fauntroy. Were any of these films, say, the . famed 

-''"babushka. lady's" film? 
: \:• .. ,·· 

- ~ .:: . .. _ 

> !. • Mr. Groden. No, sir, none of those were the famed 
. . . . . 

"-hB;bushka lady's" film. 

I believe you described that film quite correctly. >The · 
. . . ' . 

· "bB:bushka lady" was a young lady who appears on the opposite - •- ·. 

the street from Zapruder. For years the critics 

she was there in many photographs and films ·B:nd that ·, · 

to be panning the President with a mo.tion ';.·; 
_., . . 

. picture camera. From where she was standing at the point of 
: ... ~- . 

'f'he impact on the President 1 s head, she would have· filmed · 
__ ._, . ,. _ _ 

entire grassy knoll area . .. ~ :· - ~-.- ; .. . . 

·;.o · 

I have an unconfirmed correspondence with s~ve~al· people • 
/ '. 

Texas who claim to know who tpis young la.dy ~s a_nd that she · · 
·._ ,_ 

in fear of her life, but she described in exact deta:it · · ·· 
·:·· : 

·the "babushka lady" was, what she was · wearing,· and ·· ., · · 

single aspect of what had happened. This_ lady makes the 

which is as yet unverified, that she was approached . · .. 
' . . ' . . · 

after the assassination and that she had· uriprocessed 
._ . .. 

f~lm, it had not been processed yet; that two people had . . . 
;·': 

. . . 

her, one of which she later tentative.~y identified 
.. · 
.'.• 

else, and I would like to not go into 'that at 

exact point, pending further investigation. 
X· •' 

;_, . . : 

claims that this film was taken from her by two men · 

.' .: .;:, ·_ ~ 
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represented themselves as being FBI agents. The -film 

. then to have been processed and then returned to her. She-~ · 

of the ~l'l - or the film again , and the film 

\-:7/,·: The story may be true. it may be a fabrication; ,_ clearly -· 

was somebody there taking a film, from the action tha,t ' •-. · 
' -. : ; > -•. -•. . 

.:- ; .... ;_ 

see on the film. We have never seen that particular film : 

several others . .· .. 

. .£lr. F'auntroy. Do I take it that 

.··;: 

photograph that you showed of the figures . behind· the 
· .. _, 

· f~nce;was a8Bt the Mary Moorman photograph? · ,·.: . 
. ' • ·· .. , · 

. ... -·· •.' 

· ·. · Mr. Groden. Yes. The rather grainy blc'ick ·an'd white 

photograph was the Mary Moorman photograph, ·· the -.._ :- ,. 

' . ' 

The first one, <;iS .alleged ' by . 
,. 

. . •.. .·z:. 
Moorman or Miss Moorman. I am not clear _which ,-,;( _ 

• . . .' 
-.';. 

_Mr. · Faun troy. Ms. ·.·. · 

'.,. 17, .·-'· 
Mr. Groden. Ms. , okay, Ms. Moorman. ~ - ~ t.o have shown... ' ~'' 

. 18 - ' the .depository window that Oswald was alleged to · have been :Ln . 
. __ , .. 

___ ,_, ••• ,_.r. 

19-

23· 

'·~ 24 

25 

This picture was taken from her along with the second . one by . 

th.e Dallas police, and later handed over to the · FBI, and had· ; _:,. _ 

returned to her, at least for years -it had not. 
. _-·,. 

··· . Everyone who originally saw that photogr apl:l said . it did :. 
·:··. ' . 

indeed show the depository window at the exact moment, or 
.. ·.· 

aro~nd the exact moment that the shot was fired. Sine~ we -·_ hav~ 

.. not. seen · the photograph, there is· no way to deterrpine . whether 

.-.: ·· _ .. 
' , ' 

_.-:: 

-... ::·_ .. 
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" • .. 

anyone, Lee Oswald or anybody else, was in that photograph . 
.... 

But she did take a photograph which she turned over ·to the ' 

Dallas police, and we have never been able to see it. : 

·.· ·.,:~ Nr. Fauntroz. Thank you . 

Chairman Downing. Again on behalf of . the connnittee ,·- T 
·, , .. . 

to thank you, Mr. Groden . · I think this · is a pr.oper··, ·· ·· 

start this investigation and you have contributed ·, 
' ·· . 

I think to the connnittee, both you and your assistant. 

the committee thanks you. 

Off the record. 

' friscussion off the record] 

' : . . ·· · .· ··• ... · 
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://) _ ~hairman Downing. Restate your caveat as to film . for 

purposes of the record. 

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 

,;; _l: . ~.hfnk I ought to make it absolutely clear thc,it the ' 

' presentation of the wifiiess that we just hadhere: -was/ only 
: ·· .. . 

acquaint the committee at the threshold with photographs 

the scene. In no way are we presenting that witness .. 
-_ .. ; 

for any conclusion, inference, his interpretation: of : shaqow~ ,, ~ 
. . 

' . 

ti:ings of that nature. That is why we are contm~ncing · the 

in~estigation. It was felt that it would be helpful ~o ha~e . 

, .. 
..:.' .. 

at the beginning of the scene of the .crime, 

we are going to present in the case of Dr. King as -

Obviously we intend to get all of the photographic :· 

that is available, the originals, .arid have them ·'· 

for subsequent presentation, but this i~ no~~. 

was not thought to be taken in any way: .as pres~nting · .. . 

in terms of any . interp~tation or concl;usion. · ·: ' 
·.-· -· 

The only thing I do want to say, that where· ther~ was 

out of a Mro Lovelady who app~ared .to have a .· 

of beard and a striking red ~nd black~ shirt; . 

our investigators did fly out to Denver ,and,. presented 

picture to Mr 0 Lovelady I merely to ascertain from him .•. 

. ,· 
the person with that apparent beard andbla,ck and ~hite 

. : , .. • 

has indicated that yes, that i~ so. That .in·n~ 
.. . " 

indicates .that that person that appears .t ·o be simi-lar · to • 

. . ··• __ ,._ ; 
~- . . . 

·. • .. . 

·_ ,.·, 
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1 Oswald is not yet Lovelady as we are going to have to 

.2 investigate th:at photograph and blow it up into a larger 

_. "· 3 .-· thing and have it examined. 

9 

10 
. .. 

. ,, ; '' 

12 

. ·· lT 

. . ~·. 18 

l9 .· 

. . . 

I do want to repeat that what has been presented is 

just the preliminary informational pictur~, so to_ 

us back to the scene, and I fdr one. do not 

' aCcept any conclusion or interpretation. 

!:;1r. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, I don't understand then. 
::., 

... . ~ . 

···.· 

. r~coginze we are not reaching conclusions by· seeing _these 

films but I don't understand why we have a closed session 
.. . , '· 

. ·.: · 

·when viewing them. It is not a conclusion. No one. 
·. . . ... ~ : 

'•.,. .. 

,· stating in fact this is exactly what happened based on this · 
. . 

:: par'tiCUlar WitneSS I testimony e I don' t see ·what. w.e are 

jeqpardizing by having the meetings open. . · . . 
· ' ":~ . . ... 

I am willing to listen to a reasonable reason why~ I 

not trying to be diffi~ult ~ I just don't Understand why ··-

it ~hbuld be closed. . ·.:· 
. ..... . .·.·· 

· .. ·, .. 
Chairman Downing. The great problem here is _that l.f ~ .. ,. ' 

,. 

it is open, the witness is going to have to omit ~eferences 

wh,ich he might have made if it was not open. In . other -words, 

I don't think it would be proper in open tq talk -~f .Lovela:dy. · 

_ He . has a right to some privacy until we are ready to .ge-t 

some basic evidence from him, or several of the other · 

things which counsel mentioned this morning. He would 

have to withhold those, and that I guess is . the basis . . 
,_ 

' . , 
··. · .." ', 

, .. .. , ' 
- .. • ,, 
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i 
the closed session. 

· 1/Now tomorrow we have the King assassination slides, .the 

..-::7 
for subf.ienas. I don't see anything that. · 

come up from here on in that would really .warrant a 

unless counsel disagrees with me. 
I ', , ~. • ' , 

h
. e. . . 

Do you see anyt J.ng on thft remaJ.nJ.ng agenda? 

Mr. Chairman, I would just like to ask . .' 

·..:""1 
a question on the authorization for subti,enas • .. Are you · 

.. . 

talking about the names of people whose testimony we want 

preseJ;ve? 

Mr. Spraguee Mr. Chairman, not quite at this poiht~ 

are a number of agencies such as in Tennessee who 

1:6¢11- .. .. ~ . · . :·· ·. 
that they will supply all of tm~r,; . materJ.al to us. · 

want to be protected and have a .· s,ubrfl}n~· . served . 

them, so what I am requesting is the authorization of : · 
. . . . . . ., 

. ~-' :· : : . · .. .. · 
committee to be able to serve those sUbJ?i'enas~ _ :·.· .: .; · 

'.· .· :·. . 

·· I am told, for instance, that . the Associated Press on 

one photograph that you have seen here of this one 

to be Oswald in the doorway is . glad to 
. ·. _....... . ·. 

over for examination, but they want a subpiena 

on them. That is the category tl).~t I am talking 

Mr. Thone. Mr. Chairman 1 I don't want to sta.rt where . 
u \.- .... .. . 

·. "~::)j;:> .. ,.: ' . . . 
. I left off this morning, but I think ~~PoA..cl is. absolutely 

·-· .. .1-~IJ!-: - · .. - . ..~- ·-:·: . ~ - . . 
_ ... ,_.'; __ ,_: , ' . 

: ,;::orrect • . Mr. Sprague, you said before that what we real.l,y 
~; : :~ . 
-:.:;·.:.! ·;_ .:· 

·-\ . ~~:~:-(\t~ ,• .. 
,. 

·-.. ' 

.·· . 
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need now is an educational forum here to acquaint the public 

and members of Congress with what you are going to need and = 

, wherewithal to conduct a thorough investigation. I think 
:- . . 

-" we all agree with that. I thought we had a brilliant 

opportunity to do that this morning and we clo~ed the doors· 

press at that time. 

·: .CJ/r appreciate that occasionally you may have some real 

. sensitive material, and at that tim7 hopefully at .t ,he end · 

of the morning or into the afternoo~ ~ you can have a 

< . ·16 · ·~ vote and go into executive session, but it would still seem 
' . 

to me that we are missing a tremendous opportunity here to 

evolve or to consummate this educational process that you · ::o 

.\, .. 
talking about~ I thought you did a very, very ·· 

job this morning of dramatizing ,to the . r2:..member : . 

committee here on why you really needed this 170-man. staff, 
,. . . ' : .. ,, . . 

of which_, of course_, would be lost to .the ~ublic • • _: :-; ·-· 

~r. Sprague. Mr. Chairman~ in respons~ · to that, I do 
: -- . 

think that the presentation as to · the need of th~ ~ta£f,~ ~ 

size of the staff, is a different area, however, from -

actual nitty-gritty of the investigation, and I frankly '.- ... 

. .. wonder to what extent it appears as though ~alking about the · 

of investigation and the gathering of evidence .. 

is conducive, as we start an inv~stigati6n. I 

are two different areas. 

' -
Gonzalez. May I say ~omething in th~t i~spect? 

. . . ' . . . 

. ;' . 

· ·.: .. ·· 
' .. . . ' •' ~ 

. . . ~ 
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·YJ I believe every mem]:)er here of the committee has" a · 
( .. . 

similar feeling if you want to have everything out in the . . · 
' ' 

all. Neverthele~s I will point out one th~ng that . 

~~happened this morning that might have been inhibited~ had 
, . . - . 

had the press present, and I think that would ·have been > 
' ·. > 

thing that they \vould. have hung their hat on; .·and that 

t is . the inference that the leaking out of that ' memorandum .· 
·.- . 

' · ·· .. 

suppo$edly from J. Edgar Hoover came only after a .:tequest had. 

made by you and the staff from the FBI. 

Now that is what they would hang their hat on, .and . then ·! ·. 

. . . . . ·. ~ 

would find ourselves pitted against the FBI from the ver;y __ 

:;t~ outset. Why go into that? 

- -~_:. - ~ The press isn't going to accuse us of hidi~g afiything 

~~: at this point • There is nothing to hide ahd they know -it, · 

1 but it is essenti~l that we distinguish between the proper 
: ::~_;·:.> ' ;·1 
\>area of free and open · discussion, without giving ·.;_ . field d~y/~ " ' :: 

. . ,~ . 
:· · . 

some distorted reporting ()f seg1llents of that . discus~?ion. · 

~hairman Downingo I think that is well stated, Mr. 
.. - - ~ 

' -~:~ .· 

L' Gon.zalez. ., 

Mr. Stokes? 
·. ; .. · 

' • . .. , . · . 
·: -:··, ' 

. ·· . .· . 

Mr. Stokes. I have so~e further discu~sion on thi• , 

} point. I have some real problems with shrouding everything:,. 

_·, in secrecy when you are constituted in order to make · an ·' 

'i: investigation by the Congress. For instan.ce, this afternoon .;: 

that. was shown here, I failed to see a~ythin4. 

~ ' . 
. . ,-· .. ·. ·: · - . - . : 
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about that movie that was of a sensitive nature that should . 
. . . - . . ·~ . . ' . : . .' 

· have been withheld from the press or from the America~ . pub'lic. 

I don't see any difference in that film and this book · e~~itled 
. . . . or ~~ tl,;: ·~ f,e.,. 
· ~'Cover-up, "A this book here entitled "Betrayal,·~ ~ti!l!D · book 

. .· .. 
. . : . ' . 

here entitled "The Umbrella Man," in which all ty~es.of 

theories are advanced with reference to the.murder and how 

· it occurred and who might have done it, et ceter~- a8id .Jt · . , , 
·· just seems to me that unless someone can show me what :• " 

' . was sensitive about it, in terms of the investigation, that. ··.· 

this was an unnecessary portion of executive session, .and > 

I would further question, 4!151!iil:R!ie the constraints of an 

. ·executive sessioD(jl 'vlnat am I to do this afternoon if :' the _pres? 

~)),~pf!e~s 
::;-~ to call me and ask 1m!t about. this movie. What constraih.ts ·· .- .-~ 
;_: .-

:. are upon us with reference to a movie of this type? ·· : . 

•- P, ~hairmJn Downinq. There are no constraints. You were 
:: .. :,··. ·= ~ -

.·shown the movie, and you are free to make any comments 

/ you want on it • 

Mr. Stokes~ Then tell me why it should have . been ,- -· 

shdwn in executive session? 

-Chairman Downing. Because at the time we didn't . know . 

I didn't know what was going to 'be shown. Looking . 

on it perhaps it could have been. 

Mr • . _Sprague • 
. . ~ . ~ ._.\:· 

Mr. Chairman, may I respond to that? .-, 

Chairman Downing. Please do. 

If I ·may, and I apologize . if I appeat .· to 

,_·, 
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be a little too abrupt with the committee. I do not mean . 

to be. I thought that part of what we had at least _suggested 

this .morning was that statements to the news media would 

-- ., only come from the Jlhairman or the press aide for the committee 
'· 

someone designated by the Jl'hairman, and it would seem to 

me that that is the answer to what Mr. Stokes just raised • 

. 1J I hope we do not get into the situation ~rankly, where · 

8 everybody here comes out of a meeting and gives hi_s . · • .· · 
. ' . 

interpretation of one item and somebody else gives ,:' a di~fere.nt . 

. interpretation. 
. . · . ~ . ·~ - . 

' 11 ', Mr. Thone. Mr. Sprague, let me interrupt if i may .·· .·= 
: . -; __ •·. =~ ---. 

· right there. 

0 13 You have 12 members here. We have got seven -Or ej,ght , 

. , _14 .. . · m~I!lbers of our staffs here. Mr. Sprague, you :have been 'in · · 
~ '. -: ·-

,-·· :. the prosecution business quite a while in Philadelphia~ . There 
!., . ' · .. 

< .16 
. i~ no way that statements are only going to come frorq . ~ · 

Cnairman Downing or from yourself on an investigation.: like .· 
'· .:.· 

this. We are just kiddijg ourselves if we think that that .. , 

c 'is ·going to happen. I~/ just won't happen that '1ay. · · .. That is 

~nother reinforcement for having your open hSaring; becatise .. 

then you stay a\vay from the rumor and the . twisting and the .· ' 
. ; _· ·: · . -. ' ..... 

·o turning and everything else that will inevitably follow·. · .. . ,_·. 

Mr • . ~prague. May I get to the second P?-rt of ·my 

there? 

There again with all due respect, when · it · is point¢d : . 
.. . . - ~. . " 

; . -· .. ... _ . . · 

:· -. 
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out let's say a book here "The Umbrella Ma&~trayal," ' . 

these different books, they may be written by individual 

authors for whatever their purpose, but I do thinkwhen . 
' : -. ~ . . 

4 t?SO~ething appears before the Congress of the Unit~d ~tatesj 
.'\,:.· 

8-: 

9 

r that is -what you are, there is a greater significance .·to 
:\-'"' 

f/ I think that if you think that just to present , s6·methi~g 

let the public in, it impedes our ability just to hear ' ' ·· .. 

an.d review things, some of which may not be of rirlich ·value;< · 

'> 1a·· >·some may be, but if everything that you are going ·. to have . , 
;'/., 

is going to be subject to just the public . looking at · 

you are going to be trotting the news media in here, · 

think you are going to do yourselves a disservice . · 
· ._, . . 

. . 
_. :·- . ·, :"· :_ 

tbu have got the imprint 6f the Congre~a of the United .: ' 
·-· · 

on what you d9, and th<: presentation of matters · ' 

·:. non.etheless on a public basis gets a certain greater 

·; : ~ _--: 

just from the fact that you have reviewed it· 

looked at it here. It almost comes acro~s ·~s though 

have seen fit to give this a certain higher level of 

by the presentation _before you. · 
· ·• , : .. 

Now I am not saying that there doesh't cbme a time when ~ 

·seen certain matters, that you rna~ n~t make . a 
.. ·. · .. ... 

let's have a ·public he~ring. Let us ~resent that ~~ .J ·. 

: ' :· _. . :- - . ·. '·. 

forum, but I .don't think that · yOU· are · going to·, •· . 

. :--
. ~;. . ::· - , . . · 

~~~~-, 1.~-~ ; ·. 
. : . ~ ·· .·. 

' ·' : ·. ' ~ ... · 

· .. . •. 
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help an investigation by just starting out and saying let's~ . 

have everything really public here • 

. Y!£::Ir. Stokes. Mr. Chairman, may I respond further to tha:t? 
', .. -- :~. .:: -- . 

I think it is going to be necessary then · for this committee 
,. 

adopt some type of guidelines with reference to 
.... _ 

we go into executive session and when we open it t6 

public. 
. · ... 

I would disagree with Mr. · Sprague in the sense that 

presentation made here this afternoon, when pr~sented 

'12 ~embers of Congress, is being presented to - ·c~~g~ess 1 
- ·r .' .'. -

the public has a very real vested interest ih ~earing~ · 

inquiries of this type when we were constituted for the 

an investigation on be;half of the . , 

American people. · ·. . ~ .: 

I . would be the first to say that we ought ·to go in . _·: : ~ .; . 

. . 
exe·cutive s ·ession when there is something sensitive to . the 

total investigation that might in some manner be dis;ruptive :: 

·or ·have some adverse bearing upon any witnesses to . a:ppea~ - be~br 
~ ' 

- ~ .. ' 

._ C3: ,¢bngressional committee, but obviously the maj~rity of thab . 
... · .• 

which we have received in executive session today, .· there 

- .· ··... . -n;,tA:;,~, 
has~ 'been ~~ · sensitive, nothing of an adverse nature· 

·, ·.. . ~ -~~ . 
. . ·· 
.· 'in terms of the public or witnesses, and it would seem. to me·~;,· · 

· thg.t we hg.ve spent a great deal of the American pu~lic's . 
. , • ' 

. 'time in executive session which they ought to hil;ve been .:a 

. . . 

. par.ty to.-
. .- _ _. ; 
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·1/ Mr. Devine • Mr. Chairman? 
3 

Chairman Downing. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, I generally almost without 

exception favor open sessions, open hearings, and I. didn't 

~ - vote to close this one. 

I might say I however, that the atmosphere in which . we .· 

the basic information from Mr. Sprague and viewed · 

>:.the films and so forth was in a very orderly business-~ike · 

·I think if the press had been permitted here, · we 

had a .carnival-like atmosphere. I don't· thib~ 

: · bee~'~& 
Sprague could have been as candid as . he ~a~11 · .r-

are in a posture today of building our ·foundatiori, 

> the basis from which we will launch the investigation~ · ' . .... · 

I think it is perfectly proper to do this in . executive 

-You know they have waited 13 years aftf?r one, -- _,. ~ 
•' -· :: :; .. 

8 ·years after the other. I think we need a few more d~ys . 

the . public~ 
.- . . ·-. . ·. 1 

. ' ' ;t. ~;'/l~i'1-e. . 
is in the public interest and -~ I . thin~~~ a · ..•.... 

feet on the ground before we open to 

respectful image of the Congress to have our hearin~ , ,. 
. 'tA~ . he.;, ri,:t · .. 

< tomorrow as we did today, and if you want to open~4111P at . the .. 
. .,·· 

. · ;, 

. conclusion of the basics, then let Mr. Sprague and youJ or · 

.. 
wants to make any statements necessary, but we al;'e . 

building a foundation here today as I see it • 

Chairman Downing. There is merit on both s.ides . as 

is~ . · . I tend .to go slow in closing up. 
--~- . 

._;· 

:--.. ._.·. -. 
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CJ/oo you see anything tomorrow that possibly should be 

2 discussed in a closed session? 

3 pr. Sprague. Mr. Chairman, of course I echo what Mr. 
,. · ·-... _-: 
: .. • . 

. .. . 
' . . 

· · .; 

· Devi_ne just said. I think that the presentat.ion,_has been 

; on a more professional level just because we have been tn~ 
... ,_ 

··· executive session, and I would hope that we would .conti~me 

in that vein. When I notice on here authorization ·fot 
. . ,.,., . 

subwenas, I do not think it ought to be a public discusi:;Oion 
. ~- ' . ·: . ' 

in terms of the issuance of sub~enas. I note that one · of 

' th~ are~s yet to be discussed is taking up with the leadership 

in . the Congress ahead of time now getting, mak~ng sure that 

there is the appropriate fundingo 

,:·.·. 

· I am not . a ,~ember.. of Congress, but I question hbw _much ~ . 
. '· ~ . 

a discussion of that nature . would be really helped by ·· '_' 

··· • ..... , 

it publiclyo 
_-.. . .. 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. Chairman, may I make a sugges.tiori,? 
. . . 

-~ Mr. Stokes hit on a point that I inte11deci to · 
. -- , (._... - ·• 

I see here ~o~e question in all of our minds about 

e 
Whfn we should or should not be is closed session. : 

maybe the first thing we ought to do would be to 

· ' have some sort of criteria laid out. I think inore 

, .M:r: ~ Sprague, in terms of when you believe we shoUld and · : . 
. . . . : . 

sl)ould not be in closed sessiori. There may be -a different ·.· . 

set of guidelines we ought to be following tl)an what w~ •· · 

'. tr.iditionally follow in the Congress in terms of· having 

.... \ 



·.·.· .. ·•·· · 

, .. .. -

'', :ti)~_t.(f.Ji2-66a1~ -.. 

. ·~ .. 

closed sessions. Traditionally, and my more senior co],leagues,, 

be in a far better position to talk about .this 'than • 

but it has generally been when it has been national security 

sensitive data involving the personal lives of pe6ple 

that has been invoked, and I think you- are talking about ._ 

that is entirely different. than what we ha~e 

traditionally followed in the Congress ih terms -of -closed · 

ses·sion rules. . ·;· .. 

--9/ I think before proceeding maybe we ought to have ·_t _hose 

c,riteria laid out, discuss them and then make a decision <: 

whether or not we ought to proceed in this m~nrier ~ - - --- - · 

~hairman ~owning~ Chris, suppose we do this: _. - Let :·-:' 

and I get together - and try to come ·up tomorrow 
. . 

·,;.-_morning- with some criteria that would be acceptable. _· ··· ·· . _._ 
. . · 

Mr. Dodd. I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

: ~ · .. . · 

Chairman Downing. But anyway we will · tr::( to come up ~ -- -

by tomorrow morning. If it is ruled ciosed ·and you ·-

make a motion to overrule the Chair, you are ·.__ · -.,. 

to do so. 
·. : ' 

One other thing. Please leave your folders <>l'l your 

will be picked up by members of the staff, -_ , __ 

They will be brought tomorrow. -if you want 

f . b' . ;2. I there 1.s -no o ]ect1.on ·I? 

Mr. Fauntroy? 

Fauntroy. I am concerned that we hav~ ~ - ! lit~le 
. .. . · . . 

.· .. . 
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better grasp of . what we are gbing to look at than w~ have 

had today coming to the meeting. I am anxious to feastupo11 

· what you have in mind in terms of what we look at. I just 

· wonder if it is that big a riSk for us to look through . · 

::(this material. 

w~hairman Downing. It is, Walter, because you have ·got ·.· 
._ -·-- ~ . 

-~ 
by name to be subrj!enaed, and you have got the ·. 

and mode of questioning of certain witnesses. 
'~. ' . 

Don't you agree? 

Mr. Fauntroy. No; I didn't even know that that was 

.- ., 
. . ;_. . 

Chairman Downing. You can see it any tim:e you want : . 
. . ·-.. · ," . ' . 

but I think ' we ought not let it get out, because those ... 

will not cooperateo 

The staff has informed me .that this room is nbt_open . 

but we will find a pla,ce and will not:i,fy you • ... : : 

The committee is adjourned to meet again tomorrow at · 

o'clock in a room to be designatedo 

f!!.hereupon, at 5:20 p.mo, the committee was adjourned, · 
,.. · 

reconvene at 10 a.m., Tuesday, November 16, 1976J .· 
, . . · . . .. . ' . 

.. , . · 

.. ... : ~ . ···.-
.:_;, , 
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