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1-1 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

CONSIDERATION OF Ai'J AMENDMENT TO THE RULES 

OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

House of Representati~e~~ 

Select Committee on 

Assassinations, 

washington, D. c. 

11 I 
1 The committee met, pursuant to notice at · 4:00 J? .tn.; in 

12[ room 304 of the Cannon House Office Buifding, ·· Hon._.Louis 

13 , .Stpkes, ,jphairman of t~e <;·ommittee, presi,ding. 
' ' ' 

Present: ·y 4 I 
(fl. I 

Represent a ~j ve s stokes 1. presiding)., : .. Preyer.,, 

I 
I 
I 
I 

j 

I 
I 

~ ·· ·. ! Fauntroy, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, E(lcgar~ Devine a~d S~l'wyer. £ 1s : · · •. , · · 1 

·g. !j: Present also: G. Robert Blakev, Chiet Couns·e~ and I 
~ 16 :1 . ' 4 ! 
~--· - - ~Director; Gary Cornwell, -Deputy Chief Counsel; I. C. Ma.thews, 
en 17 I . ·j 

~ t:' ' .· :·1 Special Counsel; W iLI,iam Cross ., Security Officer; 'Elizabeth : I 
- , I r ;· 18 I Berning, Chief Clerk; and Marion Wills, Depu.ty ChieL. Clerk~ I • 

. I 
1= 19 1 . · J 
: · • 

1 
Chairman Stokes ... A quorum of the committee being _presen 

1
_ 

. ~- :20 ~ 1 at this time, . the committee is called to order. I ,recogni;ie l· 
' "'1 I I I 

' I 
I . 

•• ~~ • 11 Mr. Blakey for a statement with reference to th·is . . 
. ·r. ~-' ~~ 0 ~ 22 ·' j

1

. Mr. Blakey. There are several matters that could . be-

)3 ··!I brought up. One of them, I ·suppose, technically shoui'd be 

i 

I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

b 
' 

·2• li' cons ide red in public session about the deals With the change 
,, 

25 l! 
·11 

II 
. . ~ 
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Mr. Ford . Aye. 

l>1rs. Berning. Mr. Fithian. 

Hr. Fithian. Aye . 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar . Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. There are nine ay es, Mr. Cha irrnan. 

Chairman Stokes. Nine members having voted in the j 

ff · · h · · · - 1 d · · . I a 1rmat1ve. t 'S meet1ng lS now dec are ln BXeCUtlV~ S'SSlOr 

and all members of the public are asked to excuse themselves 

10 I from the room. 
! 

I 
I -. :z:: 

c .... 
u ::: 

l 

t 1 I 
t! I 

Mr. Blakey. Let me see if I can present the problem to I 
. ;: 

12 
you as succinctly as I can, although perhaps I s~ould begin_ ' II) I 

. · ~ 
13

1 with an apology ~to . the -committee · for bringing about a· . :m~et±ng 

"" ' of the . full committee on such short notice. 
:-.. ~ '4 I 

I .' f ,. E ! Obviously·, there has been · a recess and sqme of the . 
: ·, ~ -: IS ·1 

·. ~ - ll m_embership has been gone for the last week and this is 
a:: : 16 ' . 
. ..,; . il .the first o.pportuni ty that we have had. 

. · . . ··· I 
J:eally, 
. I 

. ! 
' ;.:;_ .· .11 II . 

· The problem has come up ·during the recess in .our ef'forts ·l1 f" I l'g I to work with the Central Intelligence Agency in pre[>a ring < I 
!: · 1_f ~ hearings. The problem really goes as follows: In the centr at 

~- 20 I case study is the Mexico. City issue. . The Agency has -~given .~s 1· 
· · . I . . I 
~ '21 : complete access to· everything in this area <arid th.i$ · incluae's 1 

v:....~~ i'l 
. ~ 22 :. the nature of the surveillance that the Agen~y .·had.' of the 

,. ::''-
23 

J! Russian and Cuban Embassies. 
I· 
I 
' 
I 

'I !. 
24 il 

They had photographic and electronic surveillance of, botd 

,, 
2s. !I 

:1.· , ·-: " . .. a 
. •. .· .. . .. !1 . 
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-~. .II 
~. 16 II 
::: I 
": 17 I 
t ! 
"" 18 I -~ t;; .. 

iS 19 I 
: ' ', .. ·;; t.20 

I , . "lJ . I 

~~~:\.'1 0 .- ·b<_ ?2· 
23 ll 

:1 

in the rules. Nevertheless, the reasons for the cha~~e 

rules goes to the heart of the nature of our current 

investigation and consequently, I think it would be 

1-2 

I 
I 

in the j 

I 

appropriate for a motion to be made to close the meeting. 

.The chair will entertain such-~ mbtionl1 

I so rnov~. . 

Chairman Stokes. 

Mr. Fauntroy. 

Chairman Stokes. It is ~oved that the meeting go into 

executive session. The clerk will call the roll. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Stokes. 

Chairman Stokes. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. Hr . Preyer. 

Mr. Preyer. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. McKinney. 

fThere was no response.) 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. Mrs. Burke. 

fThere was no response.) 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Sawyer . 

Mr. Sawyer. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Dodd. 

Mr. Dodd. Aye. 

I 

I 
I 
I 
! 
i 

I 
I. 
I 

. I 
l. I 

i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 

II · 
}4 ·!r 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Ford. 

. 25 ll 
: ll 

. .. , '.H 
• . ;j 
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1-4 

places. This covered the crucial periods of time, more or 

less, and that Js a big question, more or less. And I now 

have to say that the person alleged to have been Oswald went 

I in the embassy • 
5 i 

i 

6 I 
7 

' I 

I 
Nevertheless, the Agency never came up with a photograph 

of Oswald corning in and out of the Agency. Indeed they sent 

back up to Washington the wrong photograph. This has given 
8 j 

1 rise to the whole problem of the mysterious plan. 

9 II 
The significance of the issue of the investigation 

to i I 
1 literally speaks for itself. If Oswald did not go in and i 

! 1 J apply for that vi sa, and someone else did, then it is obv io~s I 
12 I that Oswald had an as soc i:·te. If he had an associate'· the 

13! single assassin theory is in real serious trouble. · . 

14 ! What we need to do is to pursue _ i-n our hearings /·or yOur I 

15 
! benefit our ability _to understand what went on .down in I1E7xicoJ

1 " il We have witnesses scheduled for the hearings and we how. asked \ 
16 

1,'1 the Central Intelligence Agency to make available to .. us .· those! 
ti ! I 

! materials dealing with the surveillance, which ~~e Hi_l1-,se,nsil 

!8 I tive and they go right to the heart of sensitive sou.7'pes and I 
19 I I .

1 
methods. But the Agency prefers not to disclose :~hetri. 

c: ' i 

I , • I Now, they have no obj;ction to the st~~f looking'~t th~m~ 
~~ 11 ;, and they frai\kly have no objection to this, commfttee lo\)king j 

. -.~ 21 jl at them and they have no objection to us, at leas~ .fn . . dealing l 
23 il wJth Agency employees, using or pursuing these ma~ .t~rs . in the J 1 ' .. . 
2< II hearings, but then they say to us the following: ''But _.what dcj 

II 

~ 5 il 
il ,, 
il 

'I .Pa.gJ 6 ' ' Docid./2!2266912 ' 
, " . . 
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I 

I 
you do about Rule 11?" 

I 
I 
I 

: I 
I 

. 4 I 
Rule 11 of the House says that all comrn it tee ·o·~··foc· · ·'tumh;' ee_n.Htosu. :-:l 

are property of the House and as such all membe~~ ~ 

.. i 
5 .·'j 

have access to them. We say, well, our response to :.them. l s at 
. I 

i 

6 I 
follows: 

I 

"What do you want me to do about the r-ules of the· 

Bouse of Representatives? I cannot change them." · ·. 
7 

And their response is: "Well, why don' t ·_you adopt, · I - · : 
"' c 
c 
"' . meaning the committee adopt, a rule that look~ l{ke . the Hobsel 

· 8 

9 
Intelligence Committee's rule on member acc~ss?" I 

10 
.. I 

So, we looked at that very carefu'lly and the r.ule ' o·f ' ~he l 
i 
I 

! I i House Intelligence Comrn i ttee provides roughly as follows·: I . .. , .. . 
. ~l I 
.;: .· 12 , Members can have access to documents in the posession .or the 
,,c; .. , ! ~ 

· .. , : §:~·l,}7,· ' 1 ·· House Intelligence Committee under ter_ms and · ·cond i'·t.·ions ~s~t 

>~.;·; 14 j,.forth by the House Intelligence Committee up .,to· · ~~~ _tnclu~.i~g 
. c:r. .. · I 

l 
I 

~:. · .!'de.nial of access. That is, we can set-out the' exact - language 
c:: .. 1~ . . . . .. I 

' · ·~. > ,1 ~ cfl for you but the House Intelligence Committee's :~Ule .exp~ ~ i: itlt 
~ : II authorizes the House Intelligence Committee to deny acce;ss to~ 
Ill . 1-, . .. , ' , . . . '· .. .... ' -· 

~;· 1 a member . .. ·.. , · : I 
~ · 1.~~ :j. And I said, . or our response to the Ag.en~y is ~~ fol~ows: I 

- ~ ,· 19
1 .. ,You cannot seriously expect me to suggest ~~ _:'~Y · ~?·rnffijtt~e. th, 

. _ ···~ . 20
, I adopt ion of a rule tha ~ is on its face incons-i,~i~n t with. Rule I 

. . . -'21 i 11 ?" I 

~ ·~~:· . ~ !~ , ca? you. · . . . ~ 
0 . ~. 22 ~~· . And they said, "Yes, we .know that it fs iricons .istent but · 

n ·1 if' you give us at least as much protection as , the. ·House · 
. . i' 

24 !!Intelligence Committee gives us, we would hve .nop~oblem . with 

'25 il . i, 
0 

il 

il 
I, 
·a 

. II 
I 
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: I 

turning it over to you." 

l\1y response is that "I cannot do that. 11 

I I cannot suggest to this committee that you.~.~ a_. a.-·opt atule 
4 I. 

· ~ . i that is on its face inconsistent with Rule 11~ The Hou~e 
"' I .... s 'i ··. . 
'";' · i Rule, after all-- I am talking as a lawyer, your la,wyer I 11 

. · ·· · ~ , o :lguess--the rules of the House are explicit·. The :·ru1e·s ·Of . ~hi · 
c 7 
N commit tee are explicit. The resolution of this comm-itt_ee 

' N 
c · ' c . 

c 

.8 

9 

%· to 1 

. ' ~ · ! 

explicitly says .that your rules must be consist~nt with t~e 

rtiles of the House. , .- I 
So, I cannot suggest to you a rule like that rule . .. 0f the I , , . I 

<.:J . i 
· - ~ !l 1 House Intelligence Committee. I 

· ~;"·· ;12 I I played around with language with Jim Wolfe ahd. :: we came 

, J~ :: I :e w~::t::: :::::::::n::g::::::~ t::: :::. m:::st::.t~:::: Of .I 
.. ~:·., i· access to any member but it conditions that· access to_. ,·.t-fie . 

15 !I . • . l :· · lj · ~ime, place and manner by the following proce.dure: . . - ~hat :a . 1 

: : . 
1 ~ II member would have to request access in wt i ting a:n~· t .he. req.uesJ 

~ 1i I . ·. . . . . I 
I would be taken up by the full commit tee and, if th'e ·. full 

1 t . l I 
~· ·18 I cornrni t tee voted to give the member access, he would ·get it I 
~ . 19 I then and there and, if the committee decided that undez; . the ·I 
·i '·<20 ·I c_ircumstances the committee member or the members should . not I 

, . · > ..;1 J .have access, it would cause the· question to. be taken back up I 

~~-. !'o~ the Bouse Floor. ! 
· ~· F, · . .... .. · .. .. ! 

1 Of course, if the House Floor in effect. r~af firms . Rule ·11: 
23 i · 1 

'I I: in this case, then our rules would nermit th.e memb. er to ·· have 
24 il ~ 

H . 
. il 

25 .' il 
tl 
:j 
It 
a 

· · II 

. i. 
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2 access. If the House Floor says that the members should not 

have access, then of course it would be the resolut·ion of the 3 

' 

4 Floor that would deny the member access and not our _. ow.ri ·rules, 

5 'i 
Basically, what it would do is that it would cause the 

6 

7 

8 

9 

i House of Repre sen tat i ves to take a second look at tne· 's<:ope 

; and impact of Rule 11, not as an abstract question of ~ 

I 
· ... ·. .. I 

1

:

1

;

1 

principle, but as a concrete instance' where if wha't •• a:ehes •. _c_,·_ mr·_. __ .:-_e·
1

_.· ·_mbbeedl_ 
wanted access to was something that could b~ fairly - ._ . j 

-! as the 11 family jewels, 11 then it would be the burd~~ of- the I 
10 

I I I 
! full committee to say that it is too risky to tur~pve~ this 1 

! 1 imaterial to this member. i 
i I 

12 ,.. It would then provide a. mechanism for transferr}ng ._ .that 
;; l 

·:·- ~ ; . 13 ! -decision to the Full House Floor and t.he Full ... House Floor 
' I . '. . - . . .· . ' .:·.-. ··-1· -::~;·· ~- ... : .. ·- . :. 

_ ,_. ~ .. 14 1 would then be in a posture of debating the ·.issue· in the -

' " : ~ · ' !.concrete context, that is, the specific request of a .spec:i;ic 
d . ~ 1.5 I 

"· :·; t · · · !hn~rnber to see a 
·· a: t· .I 

::;; 

0 

!attention 
v; ·· 1i I 

I . -i : !actually revealing it. 

specific document, and yoJ .. Co.ui'~ · bring _to ·the I .·. . , ... . I 

! of the House the nature of that -doc'urqe.nt. '.Y/·ithout 

;] . 18 I 
- ~ --

; ' VI 
If, of course, the House votes to reaffirm Rule : ll ln 

· E= :19 I · .. 
~ 1 this instance, access would be granted. It 'i :s ·· my, ju~grn~nt 

' ~-·, 20 I that the Agency would buy this rule as gfv·i~</ _uie; ·th!' ''ni;;x fmu~ 
,.;~~.)1 !1pr:?tection of the disclos-ure, or the routine and au,tornatic l 
~ I ,. I 

.· ·. ~ ·22 i! disclosure of the more sensitive methods, to · 4.35 ' peq l'l,e • simply~ 

2::3 !ion request. 1' 'I - -
I: 

'24 !j· 
I, 

. 25 II 
a 
il 
II 
;j 

The choices are hard. 
i 

If we do not. adopt it., I ;thin.k thei 

. . " . 

II 
Dooid: 3226fi912 ·. · Page: ~ . 
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I 
I 

I 
Agency simply will not permit us to explore sensitive sources) 

and methods like the Mexico issue in our hearings and the onl~ 

way we will get the information out of the Agency i~ by a ver~ 

sensitive declassification process in the Agency first. we 
I 

need to have the information over here to work with it. 

If we bring it over here to work with it and cannot give 
7 

them some protection in the context of Rule 11, they will not I 
8 

9 

10 

i 

11 
I 
i 
I 

12 I 
I 

I 
I 

13' I 
' 

14 I 
I 
{. 

! 
IS ! 

give it to us. That is the dilemma you are in. 

I am prepared to discuss with you the exact l~n~tiage of 1 

Rule 11 and the exact language of the Intelligence Co~~ittee•~ 
rule, and Mrs. Berning has for you the text of the rule I 
change. I 

Mr. Sawyer. Would it be feasible to enter into· an 

agreement with the Agency that gave them·the right t6recall 
~.· .. ,_.~-·-· '-"'""' , '·'·· 

at. any time they want the documents covered by tt1e. ·ag~ernent, 
.- ' 1' 

II so if they were advised that there was now a •request .to 
ro .

1 

. . . I 
rev1ew 

I 
I them, 

li I I them? 

we would get a binding agreement and give it b~ck to 

l 
18 I I 

Mr • Blakey. We discussed that with them and the kind 

· 19 I feeling that they had, and that we had, was tha~ once they 
I 

20 I give us the documents to work with over here, including· 6ur 

! 
I 
I 
I 

of I 
I 
I 
I 

"1 !I OWn transcripts--in Other WOrdS 1 if We have a ClOSed Order 

~~ ~., !i examination of an Agency employee over what was 99ing on. in 
·~·1. .. ,,. 

I 
I 

23 J Mexico, it is hard to argue that our transcript of . 1:ha t·. 
'I 

24 
II hearing is a document that they gave to us and they can 

,, 
25 ll 

11 ,, . 
il 

II ALDER;i;ON RE?OR1-:!'IG cCM?ANY. INC 
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I 
2 I 

'\ 

!.._ 

recall. And I think we just have to bite the bullet , arid say 

31 that once we put it in our hearings, it is our.s. 

~ I Then Rule 11 is explicit that what is ours be1 ,o~n~s- · to th 

I House and that is every member of the House . 
s '! 

6 ·I 
We tried that, Mr . Sawyer . 

Mr. Sawyer. I just threw it out . 
~ .. 7 
._,;.,;. ' 

;:.. 
e 
c .-..... 

, . . 
Q 

.8 

9 

Mr. Fithian. Well, then, Bob, what you are saying . is j 
that if we get a document that shows some very, very __ s~~aitiv 

aspects of surveillance and we make that a part . of our· record 
. 

. :z. 
o · 

'"' . u 
- - ~ .;; .-. -
·-= ._ 

10 I 

! 
i 

! 1 I 
I 

~- - I 
_,,,:: .· . 12 I 
... z _ I 

when we get ready to fold up shop, in our recotd~ i~ c thi~ 

document where we require the maximum security, a~dthe · .. ·· . . •, .. ,. 

in'ability then of the Assassination Committee to ·make.· · 
. 'f: 

available to the public our record falls seridus·ly .. into: 
. ' . . . 5 · 13 

..... '·. 

< ~ .: !4 
cr.'.. 

·!qUestion first. : ._ .. ,,,,·.-·:··•.•·· · .: , . .. ., 
cz:: 

"" ' -~ .: · lS 
! 
! 

Mr • Blakey. I think that is true. Ther~ are ·cer.ta:in' 

· ··.: :: ·. t :,-: .. II things, arid in other words when we are dealing wlth · w·hat.-
cz:: . t6 !I · 

I 
I 
I 

! = .. j· ha~pened in the assassination, everything canno.t oe !1lade 
"' 17 

1 
. . , . I · t ! public. If we begin dealing with the way in ·w:hich : certa i,_n 1 

~ - . 18 I .. . I 
t; . things were learned, I think we have to re.cognize .. }ha·t tha:t 

1 

.. t-· 19 I · h · · · ·.. · I •: .. . :I pr.obably, unless we can conv1nce t e Execu,tlve _. Dep_qrt;:ment to .. · 
·. g·· ... 20· .,,.. I 

.., .. · -· · 1n effect declassify it, it will not come · out. · .. . . I . 
·' ' "!·) I 

· ·~.-~·· :,, ·,'·_-- lr~ ,.-: ~~ ; -- v< J. .. '· 

. ,· ~ .,· . · 23 il. 
'I I: 

·. 2, _!I 

. ·' ' !, 
.. 25 !1 

. . ',, 
ll II . 

. ;j 

Mr. Fithian. It will not what? 

Mr. Blakey. It will not be made public. 

Mr. Fithian. What physically happens to it· the~? 

Mr. Blakey. Well, it would be part of our; r .ecord and it 

·. ' · . . ~ - . 
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1-19 

·I 

will be in effect classified in our records and our records I 
will probably be turned over to--r suspect the best repositori 

would be the House Intelligence Committee. · 

For example, the Agency had a surveiilanc~ On ihe.Russiaj 

Embassy, that is a wire tap, and the phy~ical ~urveilance~- a ! 

photographing surveillance, a sensitive surveillan'::e .to ~he . 

highest degree, and it poses potential problems t:pr ~the 

existing Mexican Government. 

Mr. Fithian. 
t 

I am in full support of the ·proposit-ion . an9 

I want to see, once you go back to Cornell and we. go. back to I 
I . ·::: 

0 .... 
<.:; 
::: 

i 

11 lour committees, w·hat actually happens to that? 
!:: I I 

!'tlr. Blakey. Those documents will go to the. Intelljg~nce ._,, ~· 12 I 
i · ·. ·! Committee who will look them up like the othe~r doc,urnents tha:t 
. q 12 1 . 

".:::·· ~ 1 ,: ri. ;! 'they have. The other answer is I to the ·degree- tha.f . a I 
~> 1 queStion comes up, who was the person who, applied f;~ the~:_;J;~4 
~ 15 -!, . . . . .' 1 
~- II' application in Mexico City, and can we believe. wh.at th·e Agenc,',rl

1 

c:: 
16 ·,~l.tell s us, w.h1' ch calls :;: I immediately into guestio'n the nat~re o~ ! 

111

• li ! thE! ir surveillance, the wire taps and the photographs .and as . i 
t;· I 1 

'~; !8 ·1 we can talk in a minute about what carne out in Cupa. l 
e:, 19 I The Cuban Government has provided to us as a witness the 1· 

,.. ·I 
·--~- 20~jman who filled out the visa application. I 

·· · "',;.· ! Mr. Devine. Those are free from the Freedom ()f ! 
~~··;, . 

Q · ·· ~ :: :l ·:::::::::::e A::~m:::e::ey are in the custody Ot the !, • 

... ,.,: 
Because it is in the possessl.on of Cong·_.re.s_ .. s i 

24 !I 
I, 

. 2s !I 

il 

0 

:; 
. . Jr ... 
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2 which is exempted from that. The witness given to ua in ~ 

3 Mexico, who was in Mexico at the time, says that his _. i:n_ern6ry i 

i 
4 I .. . that the person who filled out the application was . not the 

,. 

Now, there is a lot of corroboration that we have to do I 
6 . 

s ! -·1 
I 

s:ame person who Jack Ruby shot in Dallas. 

7 

• - · v ~ 

and verification of that, and he gave it as his - besf me~ofy I 
I 

8 
! and "I am not saying this is what happened, but it' is my ~ -

i,, memory of what happened; the person who dea,lt with . ~e. is ',n,ot 

1 
9 

-1 the person that I remember," and the ages were diffe-r.ent .and i . ' . '• } -· ! 

a·· 10 I the weights were different and the heights were diffexe'nt and I 
-- ~ . !r i the facial shape was different. . j 
'<il I I ;; . r{l If there were two people in r~exico City·, or\(, .of :wtrich .wa1 

·· o.- ·'· - ~ :··· 13 '.' 1 Oswald and .. one which was not, there were two people_,' for · _ ~-
.- -.~ : . ~ .· ,:·

0 I conspi-racy·. . · . j 

0 

0 

., 1(· ·. ·1 - W~atever else we have seriously- undermin~·<h -· i ; .:_ we be::~. iev 
: : '·.: i·; ~ , : 

15 

irtha~ testimony we have undermined the single a·s~a:~ _si'n ·th~9-ry .\ 
: : 

16

11 so, it is right at the heart of what we have to ·do 'now ;.,: to: geJ 
VI 17 I . . - - - . I 

. ~ , access and be able to use the photographs . the A~ertC:y :·to.ok ·~ of I 
. ·f. l~·:hthe people who walked in and out of the building, j 

~,- .. 
1.~ I . For us to get it, they have to either dec lass ~~y -i_t .or . ! 

'::;· · 
20 I they have to give it to us in such a way t!lii t the.y :are . I 

7S_~--~- - ~~ 
1

1
1 
reasonably assured that some exercise of discretion ,: ~ill -be i '-rill i ll· made before every member of the House gets immediate acce:ss t~ 

. 23 ! it. . 1, 

.. 

ji ~~~ . . . . . !,~.; 24 Mr. Faun troy. I have two questions. It is my 

i, . " . 
25 II . 
. il 

!I 
It · 

, . i'! . 
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i 
I 
l 

understanding that CIA is willing to risk a Floor procedure? 

Mr. Blakey. I 

- I How aoj 

Yes. 

My second question, therefore, is: Mr. Fauntroy. 
I 

you distinguish the House Intelligence Committee and.its rules/ 
I 

from that of our Select Committee? 

I 
I 

Mr. Blakey. Well, I think the House Intelli~en6e 

Committee rule is in opposition to Rule 11. They·- have adopted! 

a rule in contradiction to the Rules of the House. 
9 

10 

I 
; 

I 
\j lawyer, I say tat and I cannot suggest to you that }'ou adopt 

!I their rule. Their rule explicitly says that the House 

! 1 

,.., 
·~ 

13 

i<! 

15 

16 

i7 

ra 

19 

20 

'2 1 

·; 
:1 
if 
H 
li 
'· il 
ll 
il 
I! 
lt 

'I I, 
!I ., 
ll 
ll 
il 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
! 
i 
I 
' ; 

Intelligence Committee can deny you access to a document in 

their possession. 

Rule 11 of the House says that if it is iri pos~essi·on, 

they can cohd it ion your access, time place an? manner but- th i sl 

cannot deny it. I 
I 

Mr. Fauntroy. My only concern 1 Mr. Chairman., .therefore \ · 

is that we get access. Now 1 if we can get access through th i sJ 

means, that is fine. but if we cannot, if the House 
I 
I 
I 

Intelligence Committee can do it, for the sake of our ~andate,j 
- . I 

I have no objection to adopting their rule. I 
I 
I 
I 

Mr. Saw}'er • That is the way I feel about it, · too .• 

Chairman Stokes. Do we have a copy of the House I 

~ I 

:.I ,, Intelligence Committee Rule? 
~~ 
~-..:::::,··:;=:r 

. ;,.~ 

'~ / ~ ......... 
22 

2:3 

24 

.,~ 

-~ 

li ,, 
il 
:I 

i! 
:; 
!I 
!I 
\II 
I. 

a 

i\ 

Mr. Fithian. May I come in here? I am not the· care·ful 

stickler on this, Mr. Blakey, but it would aeem to. me that we 

a 
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2 might be able to adopt a rule just simply saying that in the 

3 

I 
~ I 

.. , 
i 

5 'i 
I 

6 I 
7 

8 

9 

10 

handling and for security purposes in the handl ~ng .. of - · 

documents from the Intelligence Committee, they shali be. 

handled in accordance with the Intelligence Committee ruies 

for the House of Representatives. j' 
Mr. Blakey. Of course, then you go and rekd that and yo 

I 
go to Rule 11 and Rule 11 controls the detail. 

Mr. Dodd. Could I ask one question there? I _arn 

I 
. . . - .· . I 

see us do whatever can be done to gain access immedia'.tely·to l 

concerned about really_ one aspect of this. 

:b' i 

;: · ! 1 ! t h i s info r rna t ion • of us I My real concern comes here, that --all 

. ~ - 1 ' z _ <'12 c here have !flade a pledge that at the conclusion .of :·these 

0 ',•·. " ~y lJ 'I hearjng s O!=Xt year I that we would make publ i~c aJ...l and ·.c any. 

: ~ : ~:14 ldnf~rmation· that helped us arrive at the resul'ts:we .'ha:ve •.. 
,V; I 
·co:: I 

~'- ~ ~ - 'Is i, that information would be available to the public·. ,. 

~ -··. ' :1 ·: ... w '· · · · ; •I 

· cz::.· . 16 il . . .· I 
_ :0: .·· · 1 .then 

"'. . ·t7 I . .. . i 
t !.commitment that we felt was important. I d~ ·not .. _thin'~ we I 

·~ :} a I anticipated this kind of a thing facing us, arid' ~~at_'i$ my i 
e: . "19 l I 
,.. . \ 

1 
principal concern at. that particular juncture~ · 

· -- ~ - 20 . i .. ·I 
I ' Mr •. Blakey. The issue arises like thi~: . •· The process . I 

. · · .· ' · "' 1 1
1 
tf{at we have ··-. · 1 

Q ' ~J2 :
1

1 i~ is access :::n s::::: ::r::g:i~:l:s:::~st;::e:r::·::~esf:::: 1 
. . . ~3 1 1 t~ - write the final report, suppose we want~~ to tell trie ' 

I . i ' l . ' . ·. · 24 · !1 American people about Oswald in Mexico, and · the~ pnly , way to dq 
. il 

' 25 il 

• ... ; .. : 

' ·· .. 

0 

. ; . ~· 

-I am , torn, myself, ovei::_ the desire to get _ at this, ahd 
1. ,• ' 

' · , _ ·. 

faced with the dilemma of having to renege on a _.~-
. . ., ' 

II 
. 1\ 

;J 

. 'I . 
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1-14 I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
it is to tell them about the photographs and the wn:e taps. 1 

We have been right up front with the Agepcy and to sa~ , '_'Y~u . i 
guys may have to bite the bullet when we get ·· d()wn . to · .the end, I 

I 

the nature 6f the surveillance goes to the . he~rt of th~ I 
! 

information and we cannot make a conclusion without . i~d}ca t i ng ( 
. . I 

· the heart of the information, and at that time ~we will ~ake I . . . . . .:. i 
the· appropriate request of you for not access .but disclos~r .e. "j 

' ".· ! 

And the Agency says, "Well, we recognize that ptoblein and! .. .... . · . :·· I 
we will see if we cannot develop words that· let·· u~. ai'scictse I 
enough in the final report to protect oar sensitivi .. so~t~is 

:I 
·· ~: 11 !I and methods." ! 

~~ :1 i 
f: 

. ~ 12 II Hr. Dodd. · What you are telling me is that we are: not I 
:·,,.:: · .. , ii being asked at this juncture to make a commitment : ~s .... to ··what . 1

1 

. ··:· ;.:: 13 II 

: ~ , '<~~ ui"[i~ately "we will do ,.:;th the information ,at th~ ,:_:i'me ,.:., make ] 

. ~., E . iF the final report. 
- · ~ 15 !, 

:1 
!I 

- ~ · . t6 !I 
" 

.. :? . 
....... ... :~ ·· 

.-..: 

Mr _. Blakey. Yes, the agreement reserves all 
.:. ~ i 1, ' 

Constitutional rights to both sides at the final ~tag~~ Wlth 
·· ·::: . '- il 
~· I! r the Agency I that is disclosure. 

' - '" . . • .. , 

The only question now is 

· ~ 181 : acces·s. 
. ~, . ' 

. . ~:: ;9 ! if we need it to tell the American people 1 r ·;: think __ w.e . 
~ I 
~ · ·20 1 fight for disclosure. 

I 

I 

! 
I 

I 
I 

l 
I 

!• 
i 
I 
I ~ ~ 21 il C.hairman Stokes. Having read the Inteiligenc~ 

~~~ _ij Committee,' s provision, you are lucky if CIA is -~_v~illing to take i . :~K 22 II . . i 
l'l this provision here that you have drafted, because this j.s not ; 

~3 :,. 
'!l anYwhere near as s tr ingen t as the one of the ·. In tE?:t1 igence , · 

2 ~4 ·. !I . . il ., 
., ~- H 

. : '·, . .. ... \1 

:i 
\i 
'i 
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1-15 

Commit tee • 
i 

Mr. Blakey. The Intelligence Committee actually says, andl 
I 

I am reading now from subparagraph 2, when it says, ~Such I 

action as the committee may take including but not lfrrii:ted to j 
I 

I 

i 
I 

approving the request in whole or in part or denying the 

request." 

How can the House Intelligence Cornrni ttee den.y the · requestj 

when you have R.ule 11 which is explicit and it says and I / 

quote now from Rule 11, "All members of the ao~se ~hall hav~ I 
! 

access thereto." It is explicit. 

I 
Our resolution says our rules have to be con'sistent with 1 

i 
the rules of the House and the rules of the house ao0no~ ~eavej 

any·. if's and's or but's. But the requested rule· is ,tha.t :it I 

I 
brings into operation the Floor of the House pr iot : .. t.? the . 

.. 

members access and thus they will· take their charices on .the 
I 

Floor of the House denying a member access, lf we think it is I 
worth fighting over • 

Mr. Faun troy • And your fear is that we•re we to· oper'ate 

under this rule that we would run the ris~ o~ b~in~ o~~rruled 

! 
i 
I 
I 

I 
·- t9 1 ·· ·~ · ·by. the House and there we would have to give it·~ 
"' ! . 

I 
I . 
I 
i .c. ',, 

.~ · .• 20.1 
. i 

. ., ,~ I a 

'risk! 
I 
! 

Mr. Blakey. But the Agency says they ar'e willing to 

~ ~<' ~1_1 
;-,.('_:-~. · . ;I 

Floor confrontation over an individual access and if· they 
.,,__~ · ·_:,· 

But they are unwilling to run the r *sk 0... .L-~J. ;:"l · :1 lose that, they lose. 
' ,'lf..,~ _... !j 

... :3. \1 of having the decision automatically flow from the _rule· of the 

0 

•I 

ll 
,_ 24 ll House itself. 

. !I ., 
.:.; ~ :j 
. ..,;. ... ,' 

:I 
!I 
II 
;j 
'i 
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1-16 

Mr. Preyer. You do not want to release it because the 

3 11 man •s conscience tells him that this should be made available 

i, to the public. I think at least they have a crack at that 
~ 1 

public opinion mob elicited by them. 

Mr. Blakey. And I would say in a routine matter' .that the 

rule ought to be absolutely construed in favor of a membe.r 's 

access. 

There is very little over there now that could riot be 

turned over t6 every single member of the House, if he was 

iO adequately briefed before hand, but the deeper we get into 
!J 

! 1 il some of this, the more sensitive it becomes and the· more it 

!2 i,!' depending on who makes the request and what he announce.s 

I 
I 

' I 

lSJ 

i 

II 
II 

:,_ 1'3 
'~ . 

before he makes the reql!lest, which you might w.:int to 

'-'· 

.... 
,Q:; 

. 
:: 
(/1' . 
-~ 
;w, '· 
~,·.· 

e-o 
(/1 

i= 
r--

c:: 
c:: 

11 · reconsider. 
1

1
: ~~ · · Mr. Preyer. When he makes the request to :the committee, I 

:i we would have the right to impose conditions on access at that\ 
~ I 

16 ll time? ! 
17 

18 

L9 

10 

! 
I 
! 

Mr. Blakey . i Our rules now provide a very str1n9en t 
1 

. . I l situation, only he, and cinly written, and only in a; de~ignated! 

.I room and no notes taken, and of course subsequent disci'Osure j 

I i 
1 is a violation unless he does it with your majori~y ?Pinion. J 

.. . ·•· ':!J ! In other words, he cannot come in and look. at something I 
...... ~--··!! 

~' 

Z~tr, :i
1 

and then disclose it against the will of the full committee 
,a,:~~~. 
;-~· .ii 

'"' ~- ..,., i! publ ically and all he can get is access to it. But I th.ink 
O.J 

il that they have a fear that the ethical viol.3tion,,.by. a member 
24 ii 

ll 
'I 

., ~ !! 
• ..~ 11 

~ ! 
:I 
!I 
;j 

. ,!I 
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2 of not living up to your majority rule might not be a · 

~ sufficient deterrent to the disclosure. 

• ... Chairman Stokes. I have a question a.nd maybe Jim Wolfe 
. . 

. is . the proper person to answer the question·, but.: each time we 

I 
r· 
l 

N ;, 
. /·. : t 

~ :·-' 6: il amend the rules, do we then again republish . our o ru~es? i 

..,... 
N 
c ,. 7 N 

........ . 

..... ' 8 c . 
c:· 
N 

..... 9 

·-·- . 0 
~-

I 

·•.II. Mr. Wolfe. All we have to do is add an amehdffi~lit :tO '_ the I 
i end, and we now have our pamphlet with one glue_d' _amendm~rit on · 1 

,! it and we will have to glue the new amendment . on at · th~ ·· end . ! 
:.! I, ·and we will not have to republish them. 
: ' 1 " i 

Also previously--and I do n6~ know. ! I. 
. ! Chairman Stokes. 

. . ~ -- · : J ' !I " whether it is required by the House Rules ornot~---but , we .did 
I 
I 

I 
I ·:-:·.· (..'; ,· 

~ 
"". · ·14 l put our rules into the Congressional Record, and qt:·e 
C! I 

§··, :l~· \ ainenaments reouired·? 

· ; . 1 4 ~ :jL - ·; · Mr. Wolfe. Not necessarily. I do not ·thin:k.·::.we . . are ·, : 
. · ' I . ''·. 

:r. . I, g · 
1
_
5 

, . necessarily required, and they are public in the sense t~~ -J: 

t" II e·very person who gets a copy of our rules will get · a · 'copy of 
1

: 

16 
\1 this provision with it. 

vi . 1T ·I 
• I 

-. ~ I Chairman Stokes. What about House members~ 

I 
I 

I 
I 

.. ·I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
! 
j 
I 

~ ' ¥ 

· ·.· r~. 18
._- 1 Nr. wolfe. If the House member wants acce·s$_~ it .has ,._ not 

I 

I 
i · ~- . t91 happened yet, bit they have asked us somet~_me?. -pn J:pe phone 

c: . : .. . · .. . ! . 
;; ;;, : 20 •!-how to do it, and we would send them a copy : of ··th_e_·. 

I 
rules . an(j I· 

. . .. I . 
..,;~ . ~1 J! the rule dealing with access would be at the ·end . . · 
-~~~- - ~ i . 

. I 
. .·. . I In the same : 

I 
,(.;:;,;;; +~ T way the Intelligence Committee's rules are publ'i<::, our: ru~es 
:u~, \ ~~- 11 
·.s· . . ' ··· . il 

. ·. 2:3 !I obviously would be public. 
il 

' . ·. 

. · 2' \I 

'I ;! 
.25 i! 

:• ;I 
:I 

> ' . , , 

Chairman Stokes • Are there ani furth~r qu~sti6n~? · rf 

·,; . ·.; . : '·. (! .· . ... 
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! 
I 

not, the chair will entertain a motion. 
. I 

3 Hr. Preyer. I move the adoption of this 'rule arr:endme.nt, j 

Mr. Chairman. I 
' .. 

I 

. i 
' '· 5 il 

. i ~ 
;I 
;I 

Chairman Stokes. It has been properly mo'led ;th~t .the JJI 
rules of the committee be amended as per the rules .. arriendment i 

"' Q. 
N 

"' ·0 
. ,C 

·~ 

· c 

.-

. 6 Jl 
,I 

7
11 

now before the members. The amendment is as follows:· 

13.11. Members who desire access to restri6ted, 

\-. ·S, including classified and confidential, or sensitiv~. 
I 
! .. 9·'! information that has in addition been designated,by the .. 
i 
I 

1Q I 
I 
I 

Chairman as primary information, shall be require~ to reque$t 

I 
i 

i 

;j . i 

§ !1 I 
I 

-' I < 
::. 12 I 

.: .... ·.·_11 
% ·1! 

.:;_,: 13 II 

.~· :• >1,J

1

.· 
-o::: reqt:1est. 
:t· t 2 . IS ., . · · 
c ·:: : committee shall forward the member • s request, toget.her with a 'ti q ,, . 
Q:; • 16 'I i recommendation and report of the committee, to the House.. If 
~ I 
VI• J71 the COmmittee did nOt grant the member'S request.·~ the rrl~mbe'r 
~ l 
~-" :.raj shall/ have access to the primary information only subsequent 

"' I 
19'1 

I 
. 'i= 
: -c:-'. 

such access in writing to the Commit tee. Each such r~qv~st byj 

a -member must be considered by the committee, a ma.joti~y bei.'ng! . . .. I 

I 
I 
I 

present,, at the ear 1 iest opportunity. 

·The committee may, by record vote, grant the member's 

If the member • s request is not. granted, the 

to a determination by the House that the membe'r is request 

'~ 2o.l should be granted. ·-·. 
! Mrs. Berning. Mr. Stokes. 

Chairman Stokes. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Devine. 

Mr. Devine. Aye. 
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2 
Mrs. Berning. Mr. Preyer. 

3 II 
! 
I 

! 

Mr. Preyer. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. McKinney. 
' I .. I 

I 
..., il 
~- s ij 
N 

I 

II 
...... ...,. 'l 

Chairman Stokes. Aye by proxy. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Fauntroy. 

Mr. Fauntroy. Aye . -N II c 7 I N . 

I . ._ 
~ 

~ .. 
8 ! ·.c ... .. 

c: i 
<:" I 

.. ~ 9 I 
I 

Mrs. Berning • Mr. Thone. 
.... 

tThere was no response.) 

Hrs. Berning. Mrs. Burke. 

c I 

I . i 
10 I -.: i 

IThere was no response.) 

;- il c.; 
=· ! 1 " ;-; ~ il 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Dodd. 

I 
Chairman Stokes. Nfe by proxy. 

Mrs. Berning. r-1r • Ford • .,:-,. 

.. 
Mr~ Ford. Ay-e. 

' 
.. 

Mrs. Berning. Mr. Fithian. 
.. '• 

• • • J 

Mr. Fithian. Aye. 

f'Ir s • Berning. Mr. Edgar. 

Mr. Edgar. Aye. 

Mrs. Berning. There . are ten 11 ayes, 11 Mr, .• . ·Chair man·. 

·j: .··.1 ~ - i Chairman Stokes. Ten members having . voted . in 'the 

r-- . ·- ;. If 
e .,. •

1 

affirmative, the ·rules amendment is adopte9. 
~-· · 20 \ .., , 

Mr. Blakey. There is one other matter whi~b it ~ay be · 
~ . '2J !I 
~~ . :1 appropriate to raise, particularly while ever·ybogy is here. 

-~- i : ·. lj It is a very sensitive matter, and we ought to --g~ ~~ - · some -f~el 
. ,23 !i 

il from it. 
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1-20 .. · .. 

the ocean. 

So, at certain times we went to the beach and faced the 

ocean to have conversations. 

Chairman Stokes. I am glad that you clarified .that. You 

can get the wrong impression. 

Mr. Fauntroy. I was about to become very di~'gusted with l 
that and the rested look that you had when you retur:ne.d. I 

. I ~- I 
. ... .. Mr. Blakey. The tan covers the bags under' : my,: ~;ey .. e_s~ ~ I 

Cha·irman Stokes. While he was watchino the .~~,-1t·ed ··· . • -·-< .. 1
1 

_ _ 

st·ates, you saw the latest maneuvers - of the latest M.IG fig~ter 1 
200 -yards off the beach. I 

Mr. Blqkey. It was 200 yards. 

Chairman Stokes. It was some ciisp!ay of its agility. 

Mr. Edgar. Did they know you were there? 

Chairman Stokes. Yes. 

Mr. Blakey. The issue raises as follows: our rules are 

explicit for no electronic surveillance and by that' I .m~an not 

:1 even the wire tapping which is obviously beyond · the ::paJe.,:<but 
; ) 

'i '1 no central recording either. 
23 :! 
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As all of you now know, there a.:e two info.rmant9 in the 

,. -: -_ 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The'. item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: . 

File Designation 

Date 

From 
-. 
To 

Iri:,;th~ ·i review of this file this item was 
.t ¥;;;~:~rr< · 
r~'~r~cted. Restrictions on records in the '~ational 

• ·~ ••. ,_ .• -~ - ' f 

in.g~neral and specific record group 

av~ilable•for examination. The item identified above has 

be'~'~use" it contains: 

D Security- Classified 

0· Otherwise 

Authority 

Withdrawn by NSCA 

'.Johri
1

f.· :Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act of- ;199.2 
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1-29 -

Mr. Blakey. The Supreme Court has decided a .casE:f .. ori this 
• I 

and they have set up the rules that should be followed in thisj 
. . I 

kind of a situation and it would be possible for us to , follow l 
I 

those rules and not invade the attorney-client privileg~ .. 
. : . I 

I 

Chairman Stokes . . I was aware of that general pdn·ciple. I 

Mr. Edgar. Given the information that we h(iv.e so far -, I j 
i 

think we ought to put this in our thinking and think about it I 
. I 

very seriously before we <jet involved in any kind .of ~ctiqn .a til 
this point. So, I would suggest tah t we mill it ·over· in our 

I 
I 

minds and keep it within the committee structure · and de~l ~ith i 
. I 

' I 
it at some future time, because I think that there · are $Orne 

... ~ . 1'-
::. . •. l~ ! . Very 1 Very SeriOUS questiOnS.: 
. .. I 

. 0 ···a::r,l <;~ I,· deci~;:~ ;~:k!:~e. They · are e~tremely . serious, no ·.~a'tte[. what!' . 

... !<! 
. I . ,.,. .:~ E .· · !1'. ' Mr. Edgar'. . If I wou:la ·· hav.e an opportunity: ~ to vote now, rl 

t · IS .· !,. . .. ! 
~-· . ·'·if' wot.ild vote i··Ho. II • --+ 1 

·~ ·· .. · 16 ill I 
Mr • Blakey. Whatever · decision you make you run r1 sks and! 

; 
17

1. it is not something tat.has .to be decided today, but ' : ~:t · is· ·· ' - I 
!i... . · ·1 . I 

- ~ 1
·
8 ·1 something that has to be decided next week. · I 

~ - I 
- e:;: · 19 l Chairman Stokes. I think the gentleman . is absolutely . , 

'"" .. · · . I ; 
~ · io· i r.ight, that this is something that the committee .. n~~ds tb I 

. I I 
:8.~.;/l~: ~~ think about , and have further d i a 1 ague with . one another on ; 

Q · ··~· . 2:::: i\ and then we can entertain it at some later date. 

. 
23 

i! t-'lr. Edgar. Before we adjourn, I would like.to reit.erate 
I 

0 
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i 
helpful in the next week or two to have at least an ~our 1 

meeting of our committee to bring together all of us to get a j 

i summary report of where we are in terms of status with· ~~ch of ; 
-- . - I 

the investigations, the foreign contacts, the process · bf -¥:'here ! 

w.e are going, and I think we are in need of that at .this ' 

point o .. _____ -

Chairman Stokes. Your comments to me were brought - tp 

attention of Mr. Blakey ... -today and he is going to follow 

·through with that o 

I 

I 
i 
I 
i 

the! 

I 
I 
! 

Mr o Blakey o There are a number of dramatic de'.,;'eiopme:nts 
2 i 

. -~ - . · ! I /1 ·that are occur ing day by day, and I am finding it a proble_m I 

~ 1_2 J. being brief, but I have obviously no problem·w it~ - keepin9 you I 
.'/· ~- - ·' •<. ' ' ·_ . ' j · 

I;,; 

people up t~ , . ?ate and we can certainly do that 'f!lthl_!l the . next1 · 

week • . 

<:;:hairman Stokes. --- There being nothing further at this· 

time, the meeting · is adjourned subject to the call of· · ':~he 

I . , _ 

• -1%. io~ ·-- ;1·1! 
• - -~ ·k' . 

-:-: . ·i 
chair. 

v: . -1/. ,j 
!- .... . , · . i '· . tWhereupon at 4:55, the committee adjourned supject· to 

0 

0 

. ;.J .; , · • 

-·~ , ··HJ the call ·of the cl}air o} 
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RULES AMENDMENT 
(a majority must be present) 

RESOLVED: 
' ·'·. 

The Rules are hereby amended, by adding a new 

sebtion 13.11 to provide as follows: 

13.11 Members who desire access to restricted 
(including classified and confidential) 
or sensitive information that has in 
addition been designated by the Chairman 
as primary information, shall be required 
to request such access in writing to the 
Committee. Each such request by a Member 
must be considered by the Committee, a ... 
majority being present, at the earliest .. ··~· 

opportunity. The Cornmi ttee may, ·by record . 
vote, grant the Member's request. If the 
Member's request is not granted, the 
Corrunittee shall forward the Member's re
quest, together with a recommendation and 
report of the Committee, to the House. 
If the Committee did not grant the Member's 
request, the Member shall have access to the 
primary information orily subsequent to a · 
determination by the House that the Member's 
request ~hould be granted. 
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