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In R!!ply, PleaJJe Refer to 

File No. 

~ ,_ r--, • 
/ , •.·;· .c·r . · ·. · ) .J 

I ' i'Y . 

UNITE'ii STATES DEPi\.)t.TMEN·T . QF ~J:J'STI.C~ 
• ' '! • • •• 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 
May 21, 1964 

1 Previous investigation has reflected that ~he 
M<;>vimie -to Insurrecional de Recuperacion Revolucl()naria . 
GMI{lR)' s an anti-Castro organization of. Cuban exiles 

. 

c:tq~ rt .. e .. l'ai .in Miami unde. r_.· .. t.he ... ·· leadershi.·p o·. f .. ,_ .Dr ~JL ... _ r_l!A._,9.2....,.,...,._ F/0 
c!J;· :A¥i.~.!.;..~., . On May 11, 1964, MM T-1, ··a Cuban e~il~ w~o ~~--~ 

is f ena·ly to. some of Bosch's close . associates, furnislied C Ll b.e: 
i,nformation reflecting that · Bosch had drawn up ,plan$ fQr · ~ - ,,-....,.,.,--· · 
joint sea and air raid designed · to sink the .t'Las Villas", 
a 300 foot Cuban freighter which_ was scheduled· to have 
recently depa:rted Marseilles, France, · for Havana, CUba, 
with a load of heavy equipment such as railroad- stock · 
or bu-ses. Bosch planned to have this ·attaclt t~e place 
off the coast of South Florida, utilizing a Qertram' s .. 
speedboat equ:i,pped with a homemade to;rpedq and an air.pl~n~ 
which· would drop napalm during a . co-ordinatec;l atta~~ ·on . 

n.the "Las Villas". · ' 

Current Developments 

· · On May 12, 1964, Ml'!,~:;:• qtanley Schachter, U. s. .F/C.J 
Customs,. Miami, Florida, advised it h~ee·n verified · · ·· 
thr(.)ugh investigation-· that.: one '-Theo~!~l!_rimade ·arrange
ments o~ May 11, 1964, with .J3ertram's . Boa'fy~ra; Miami, to 
obtain rental of -a Bertram 25 foot speedboat atS:OO A.M. 
on May 12, 1964. Through subsequent · surveillanc~· by U.s .. 
Customs this speedboat, pe~ring Registration FL~3696, w~s · 

09IfFIDEIU lftfi 
Drn'lP ·] · 

.Excluded · ftsm autam;+i.Q.. 
!lewrJ.!l~adl:ng aad.., . 
~asSiifjea*ion 

l· ~~.._______:___~_______,___ __ ___..., 
t 
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Re: MI}tR 

determinttd -t ·o be on the night ot: May 13, 1964, .a.t Lake 
W9rth, Palm . Beach; Florida, · a short di@~aace ·.south of 
the Lake ,:Worth .IIiletwhich connects the Inland Waterway 
with the .AtlanticOcean. · Mr. Schachter advised. tnt two 
men were observed on boar ' thief 'speedboat, one of ' wllom .bad 
been---identified as Orlando am·irez, who, accorcJing to 
MM T-1, is t.~e MIRR ·_ bomb ex~ rt. ~ . · . . 

O!l May 12, 1964, Mr. -Schachter also advised tha~ 
as a result of investigation and ·surveill&.nceby U'~ s. 
CustOms in t_he neighborhood ·of:· a hous~ loc:'ated near N. w • . 
29th Avenue . and 9th ·· Street ; . Miami , . it -was . determine a that 
on tile, night ()f .· May ' 1r, .1964, some unidenti..fied CUbll.iis · 

. left .. this' ;resid~nce, . went to . a boat :house locat;ed :iiear . 
Miaai ·· International Airport on ··a iake ' and··returned t ·o the 
same residence later1 tha:t ·night ·with ·a homemade t .orpedo . 
in ·a ca.r-.dra:wn tr.iler. ·This torpedo vias · seized.·by :U. s. 
Cus.toms agents on the morning Of · ltay 12; '1964 as .n:r·., ·· 
Oi•lan(lo Bosch Avila and ODe Mesa; a ·cuban, were . transpol;"ting 
it by . car trailer ·_ from the house · located on N. W. · 29th · : · 
Avenue :·to the ·coconut :Grove ·area ._of · Miami. · Mr. Schachter ' 
described this torpedo· as b~ing ' about nine ___ f'et lollg, .. a:f)o~t 
two ·feet in diameter and constructed from a· modified airplane 
wing tan~. This .torpedo ~ad an outboard· propeller .and· on .· 
top· an aQ.apter for a radio a:D.tenna~ · whicb. ' appeared to be 

· part of the .mechanism intended to ·make it . . operable by · 
electronic. dire.ctiorial co·ntrol. ·· It also contained an 

· electric motor, battery ·operated. The . nose of t~e torpedo. ,. 
contained space ' for explosives but it was not loaded. 

("".. .. . ' ·- , ·.. .. · · .. . ' ' . ' " ' . ' 

On 'May 12, 1964, MJ4 T,~l advised that the MIRR 
·. plann~d to ' use several walkie;;,.talkie, units . to . maintain . . 
· cOmmunications between . the Bertram speedboat, ·· the attacking 
· a;Lrplane and ground personnel· for this. operation. He · · ·· · · 
· identifi'ed ·the wa.Ik:ie..;.talkle as a. Cadre Model c;;.75. · It 

was determined that these units ·· tran$m~t on .27. 085 ·megacycles 
and r _eceive on 2_7·. 54 megacycles. ' 

' . ' 

()n May 14, 1964, MM T-1 reported that the MIRR 
now plans to use a floating ·explosive mine as a substi tut·e 
for the torpedo which was seized by u.s. Customs. H~ f3&i
thi"s ·mine had been 'tra:nsported _ to Palm Beach . scf t:tiat·: the ·. 
Bertram · Speedboat could . plant this· mine ill' the direc_t path 
o~ the< "Las Villas'' in connec.tion with the planned attack 
on this' vessel. ' .. . ' ·.· ' 
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Re: . MIRR . 
_ ... ~ --- .. -~ -~ 

MM T;;.l stated that Evelio ~lpizarX~ez had : · 
been makiag .dally. flights in a 'Cessn ' ·airplane 'from Mi~i 
.to ' the ·.Palm · Beach·· a.rea,- · surveilliil.g tne sea "lane~f off ··tb.e 
coast: of- South . ~Florfdain order to ' l ·oeate . the. t1Las ·villas". 
D ... T~l · an:tfcipS:ted~ :·however,:: that these flight&~ woulcf be . · 

. discontinued temporarily as· the MIRR · had. ·_received,. l _nforma_.;. 
tion · reflecting that the· "Las · Villas" would no~ arr~ve off 
the coast of South Florida · ui:til later in the week. . . . . . . . . . ' ' . 

' . 

On May 15, 1964~ Mr .• Schachter advised that U. S;. 
CUstoms -had ascertaiiledthrough appropriate _cliarinels that 
the "Las Villas'' .departed Marseilles, France~ · C)n May 4, 
1964, and p~s·sed the Rock· of Gibraltar 'OD May 9, 1964~ ... 
destin~d direc'tly to Jlavana~ -on . the basis of ··_ the · rep'orted 
speed of ··the '~Las · Villas'' as being ten · miles;~ .. pei" ·hour .. it · 
wa:s anticipated 'that the ·"Las· Villas" would ·arrive . off 
the Florida coast about May 22, 1964·. .. 

· ()n May 18, 1964, MM T;;.l advised that .: Bosch had 
instructed -that aerial_s1,1rveillance flights to locate the 
"Las Villas" be discontinued tempor11,rilf .and that Bosch had 

: ~reli hi.s plans to inciude a: daily look~olit by boat in 
th.Ef vicinity ~- Fowey ·Roc . : Lightho1,1se, which _is · located ·· 
at sea about lt' ·lJ!..t!es ·sou ast of Miami. MM T-1 said that 
Qap_!..ai~ Francisco~nandez 

1 
erna1lde~ ·, who : was skip~er :of ;::-/cz., . 

the "Ebb Tide" durJ.:.ng' the unsuccessful December _28, . 1963 _ . 
MIRR sea · ..;. air raid, is in qhargeof thelook-out boat. 
Hernandez will conduct this surveillance daily ~n . the 
vicinity of . Fowey _Rock in order to ' spot the . "Las -Villas" 
as it proceeds ·.s~uth tow~rd ~vaJia. Upon lo.cating 'the . 
"Las Villas", Hernande~ is scheduled ·to notify1 by radie 
the other participants so that the air - sea· ·r,aid can be 
conducted as originally planned. ;·· 

On May 18, 1964, Mr. Schachter advised' that the 
Bertram speedboat,·mentioned previously, had been. return.ed 

-to Miami on ·May 1_6, 1964 and is presently under surveillance 
by U. s. Customs in Biscayne Bay . .. . It was also· determined 
by U~ s. Customs that rental of this boat had been continued 
for an additional week. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
norconclusions of th~ FBI. It is -the property of the FB~ 
and is . loaned tp your agency; ~t and its contents are net 

. to be dfstributed outside your- agency • . 
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Previous investigation has reflected that the 
Movimiento Insurrecional de Recuperacion Revolucionaria . · · . 
(MIRR) is an anti-Castro organization·of Cuban exiles 
headquartered in Miami under .the leadership of Dr. Orlando · 

_- ; '1 , , .• 

Bosch Avila. On May 11, 1964, MM T-1, a Cuban exile who :.: . 
is friendly to some of Bosch's close associates, furnished · ;: · ·". 
information reflecting that Bosch had drawn up .plans for , ~ • · . _·_ 
joint · sea and air raid designed to sink tbe "Las Villas", 
a 300 foot Cuban freighter whicb was ·scheduled· to have· · ·:,- :" · -
recently departed Marseilles, France, for Havana, Cuba, 
with a load of heavy equipment such as railroad stock · 

,· .. 

or buses. Bosch plann~d to have this attack take place 
off the coast of South Florida, utilizing a Bertram's . . , 
speedboat equipped with a , homemade torpedo and an airpl~ne ·: 
which would drop napalm during a co-ordinated attac~ ·Qn . ' .,.·,·, 
the "Las Villas", · :,: · · :- ·· 

! . -~- ,• 

Current Developments 

On May 12, 1964, Mr~ ~ &tanley Schachter, U. s. 
Customs, Miami, .Florida, advised it had been verified 
through investigation· that-one .Theodore Fuller ·made ·arrange
ments on May 11,-·1964, with .Bertram's Boatyard, .Miami, to · 
obtain rental of a Bertram 25 foot speedboat at ' S:OO A.M •. 
on May 12, 1964. Through subsequent surveillance by ·· U. s. : · 
Customs this speedboat, be~ring Registration FL~3696, was · · 
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Re: MIRR. 
· ·: .... 

. ,. ' '. · · 

. determined to be on the night of May 13; 1964, at Lake 
, . Worth, Palm Beach, . Florida, a short di.stance south of 

the Lake .Worth Inlet which connects the Inland Waterway 

. ;. · .. : 

with the Atlantic Ocean. Mr. Schachter advised thit two. ; · 
men were observed on board this speedboat, one of · whom had : ·: .. 
been- identified as. Orlando Ramirez, who, accor().ing to ·· 
MM T-1, is the MIRR bomb expert. . - .-~ 

~· . . . 

4o , ·, ~ • • l o, 

On May 12, 1964:, Mr. Schachter also advised that :. :· 
as a. result of investigation and surveillance by U. S~ . · : · . : · ~· 

·. Customs in the neighbor_hood of: a house located near ·N. w • . ·· ·· . . 
. 29th Avenue and 9th Street, ·Miami, it was determined that · ·:. :. 

on the, night of May · ll, . 1964, some unidentified Cubans · .- ·. · 
left this residence, · went to a boat house locat-ed · near · . . .. . 
Mia.Iili International Airport on a lake and returned to the . . .. · 

· same residence later ' that night with a homemade torpedo ' · · 
in a car-drawn trailer. · This torpedo was · seized by U ~ s. · : _. . ; 
Customs agents on the morning of · May . 12-, 1964 as Dr. · · · . ·. · '· .. . . '( 

. Orlando Bosch Avila arid one Mesa, a Ctiban, were transporting · : . , · · · 
it by car trailer, from .the house located on N. -·. W. · 29th · . · · · i 
Avenue ·to .the Coconut Grove area of · Miami. Mr. Schachter - · · .. 1 

·. described this torpedo as being about nine feet · long, about 1 

two feet in diameter and constructed from a modified airplane ·. ··· · 
. . wing tank. This torpedo had an outboard propeller . and on :: ;. · · · . . 
· .. top an adapter · for a radio antenna, which : appeared to be 

· part of the mechanism intended to make it operable by .. ·. · '' · 
·, . electronic. directional control. ·· It also contained an . . .. , ··· 

·'. electric motor, battery operated. · The nose of the .torped() · .. · 
··contained space for explosives but it was not loaded •. 

I 

On May 12, 1964~ MP.t T-1 advised that . the MIRR 
planned to use .several walkie-talkie units to niaintain 

. . . communications between .the Bertram speedboat, the attacking 
· airplane and · ground personnel · for this operation. He · · · 
identified t he walkie-talkie as a Cadre Model C-75. It . 

j 
'i 

! 
·, 

wa s determined that ·these units ·· transmit on 27. 085 megacycles . 
and r~ceive on 27.54 megacycles • . ·.· J 

On May 14, 1964, MM T-1 reported that the MIRR 
now plans to use a floating explosive mine as.a substitute 
for the torJ>edo which was seized by U. s. · CUstoms. He said : 
this mine had been tr_ansported .-to Palm Beach so tliat . the ·. 
Be:rtram· speedboat .could plant this mine. in· the direct path 
of ·the "Las· Villas" ·in . connection with the ·· planned attack-
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Re: MIRR 

'' . ... c?' 
. ~.... . . 

. · 

'. ' · . ' c?; .. ·.·- ·. . ·'· 

. . 

MM T-1 stated that Evelio Alpizar Perez · had . . 
_been maklng daily flights in a Cessna airplane from Miami 

. ' ,. 
: ····.--;:· ... . : ·· 

·~ ,·. ' 

. _,. 

, --:· 

' · .. 
4 1 o,'' ' t 

:. ~ . 

to the Palm- Beach· area, ·surveilling the sea lanes · o:f:f 'the . •;:,' · . _ 
· coast of South ~Florida in order to locate the "Las Villas" • .• . __ . - :_~--J>_&_·;·_:f·_· 

' .. MM T-1 anticipiited, ·however, that these flights· would be ··>· .. ,_ . 

. ~i~~o~!~~:~~i!:m.~~~~r~~~ ~~~!h;1~~!! "h:~~~~c:~~e~r;~;:r::; : .,:_. · __ ... ·. '· -_.,· . ·.·······-'_:_:i __ :_._~_._:.·.:_~-~_'_._:.~:_ .=.·-;.:_._~ __ -.~--- ~-~ 
_ · · the coast of South Florida ull1til late:t;" in the week. · · :_· --. 

· ·. . Oil May 15, 1964~ Mr. Schachter advised that u. S; •. ~ . ·- ' - ~·-;~j{; _ 
_ . Customs· had ascertained through appropriate channels that ·.:: ·.·.- ._,_-,: __ •. ::_{ ____ -... ~t.;;, 

·.· . the· "Las Villas" departed Marseilles, France, on May 4, ·· " . 
·· · 1964,, and passed the Rock of Gibraltar on .. May 9, 1964, ·· . _.- .:: -· •.: ';:_: 

destined direc'tly to Havana·; ·on the basis of. the reported · · -· [·: -:·· 
speed of the "Las Villas" as being ten miles ;:; .. per · hour it . - " -· . _[·:'' 

.. _- was anticipated that the nLas Villas" would . arrive off · . ::_ ,· _. ;, ., . 
_·-_ the Fl9rida coast about May 22, 1964·. · ·: : · ·· ·.1 

. _· , .. 
On May 18, 1964, MM T-1 advised that BOsch had ... , .-. _ .. 

. . . ~:- : ', .. .' 
instructed tha_t aerial surveillance flights to locate the .,, · · . 
"Las Villas" be discontinued temporariJ¥ and that Bosch had . . . 

· ·· - ~~red his plans to include a d~ily look-out by boat in · 
the vicinity o~. Fowey Rock Lighthouse, which is -located · · ;. ·. 
at sea about 11 miles southeast of Miami. MM T-1 said that 

. Captain Francisco Hernandez Fernandez, who was skipper of ·; :_ ; 
the "Ebb Tide" . during the unsuccessful December 28, 1963 
MIRR sea - air raid, is in charge of the look-out boat • . 
Hernandez will conduct this surveillance daily in the · 
vicinity of _Fowey·Rock in ·order to spot the "Las -Villas" 
as it proceeds south toward Havana. Upon locating the · 

. . '. '·. 

. ,. 

"Las Villas", Hernandez is scheduled to ·notify by radio if. . . ,-, 
the other participants so that the air - sea r.aid can be .) . · 

· conducted as originally planned. ;-· · ' 

On May 18, 1964, Mr. Schachter advised that the 
Bertram speedboat, · mentioned praviously, had been returned 

· to Miami on May 16, 1964 and is p~esently under ·surveillance 
by u. s. Customs in Biscayne_Bay. ' It was also determined 
by U. S. Customs that rental of :this boat had been continued • 
for an additional week. 

This docum~~t contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is . loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 

. to · be · di'stributed outside your -agency. 
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