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RE: CUBA'S RELATIONS WITH SOVIET BLOC COUNTRIES
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Another named was MERCEDES RODEIGE 26 years of age, who

is studying Metallurglea Eggin@@ring in Krakow, ,Poland.

AL

Cubans Poorly Impressed with Russlans

MM T-2, a recently arrived Cuban refugee associated
S with boat-tullding, the fishing industry, and Cuban life along
the northern coast of Oriente, Cuba, advised on Septéember 2,
1964, that with the excepticn of & sméll handful of psople,
the approximately 400 families who réside in Puertoe Manati,
Cuba, "&re opposed to the Communist regime of FIDEL CASTRO
and opposed to the presence of Russlans in Cuba. ‘

MM T-2 stated that frequéntly when a group of’
fisnermen gathered, one or moré Russiins may be included
in the group, at which time they would invarliably drink more
than the Cubansg. If some of the Comminist Cubans present
wanted to extend themselves to be hospitable to the Russlans,
they would sometimés offer the Russlans Something to éat with
their drinks.  On occasions thisg would be 'a can of Russian meat.
Thé Russian sailors would invariably réfuse this) meat with an
emphatié "No” and say sométhing which phonetically sounded 1ike /

WJ@ﬂ'J@u"i CIf this was not c¢léar enough, the Russizns would
point to a dog in the street, thus indicating that the tinned
meat was dog meat, :

MM T-2 stated that he and other boat bullders and.
fishermen once observed a Russian boat in Puerto Manati and
were very unfavorably impréssed by the Communist system,
Hé stated that evén the local Communists found it difficult
to defend thé Russiansd. He stiated thebe was one long table
on the deck of the Rusgian ship and the éréew ate on the deck.
The Captain was the only person on the boat with a radio, ‘and
the crew wag not allowesd in his gquarters. When the crew went
ashore, they were accompanied by an armed guard. .

MM T-2 stated he and some other Cuban boat
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RE: CUBA'S RELATIONS WITH SOVIET BLOC COUNTRIES

carpenters observed an oliler with a very dirty and badly
burnéd arm who complainéd and tried to avoid having to
work'. In the sight of géveral Qubans, he. was threatened
by one of the Rusgian supérlors who ralsed a heavy wréncéh -
over-his hedd ag though to strike him. This credtéd a very
anti-Russian aﬁmgsph@re in that Small co&stal town

MM T-2 furthér recalled that oné of theé 1g@ding )
A local Commtinists in Puerto Marati identified himself to the
! Russian ship Captain as & member of the local Caban Communist
: Party;”hg‘undmubtédly”@xpa@*@@“td“b e invited aboard theée boat ~
but instead was woldly rebuffed and told t@ keep away from the
ship.

Further Evidanue oﬁ Cubarn - nuusian Digcord

_ VM T- 35§5 former Cubin with aome thirty y@ars“
exp&”i@nvﬁ as botira private and p@lic@ iﬂvestigator, who
maintains contact: with some Wuban sources, kadvised on o BKHEQ'
; - September 21, 1964, that until approximstely six mohths ago,
: one fr@quently gaw around the ¢ity of Havana and” 1t8 ‘subarbs
busesd fi1led with Russians who were being taken to plades -
I of public récreation such as varks, ,beaehea, and restaurants.
i | In such pl&&@s, the Russians. mingl@d"with the people with the.
g hélp of otheér’ vaan&s'wh@ adcompanied them, or Russiane who
i’ gpoke ‘Spanish. 'The groups were always directed by some Russlan,
; who acted as the lb@d@fo _ )
However, over ﬁ%@'paat 21% or ‘é¢ight months, the"

‘ above cugtom hai been diacontinued and the Russians aré no
; longer geen at places of amiigzemént, not even on the beaches
where they were formerly the most obvious.

M ~? notéd. that in Lomas del Cura, located on the
highway which runs bétwedn the towns of "Tapaste’ and Jaruco =
in the Province of Havana,there 18 o Russian camp "locdted about
twenty kilometers away.fram the north coagt. This camp is
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