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LATIN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES  blassiied by -

] \ shortages, the Cuban Government has instituted a rationing system. The ration s

| @eclass?ﬂy om: 0
Vicious Circle

)

Cub&wdespne assistance from varios Sovietabloe natians»deaves much to be
desired. According to these two sources, increasing Government control over
the means of production and distribution has resulted in a shortage of food and
'; consumer goods, which in turn has brought on more controls and the vicious

H circle of an even greater shortage of items available to the general public. The

i reaction of the people, the sources say, is a combination pof black-market
acts o sabot age, and desperation fii Cghts to the United Stagessv(] xﬂmo D1a
HAV nd Rolando De La Cruz astgnsda gqulfrgo, forril) - M t ] 10
: upan Revolutionar olic a1r e :
-{ Defense ommﬁttees Handle Rationing 26/61, re ..Forelgny Economic Matterks);”) .
According to the first of these sources, the items which comprise the -
{ basis of the Cuban dally diet are both scarce and rationed. Part of the difficulty . g

; in securing proper food in Cuba, the source reported, is its scarcity. The rest .
’ is the lack of organization in its distrbution. In an attempt to combat the food ’;’

rards are issued to the publie through the Committees of Defense of the Revolutmn

Generally, there is one such committee each block, and different cards are

used for different types of items. (Dia;‘zﬁlvl airtel 10/26/61, re ""Foreign
Economic Matters = Cuba')

Inferior Imports

The poor organization in the distribution of food--causing shortages

i in some markets and surpluses in others--has given rise to a situation popularly
k lgmwn in Cuba as Venta por lailibre. .. -Thig means the sale of a product without

! Goveriiment. conn;’ol, or the BEPK market; | yne of the answers of the Cagiro
regime to both thd shox'tages and the resumng black market, the S0Ux said, is

{‘fo"m—’—hm ik {fuportation of supplies fypm Sayigt-blog nations. The inferion ‘quality of
Lo Inany of the iwydrted items, however,, h& ailegedly caused growing disc(mtent

‘oach
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Q. AMONg the, 2 people of Cuba. f{«;;x G &
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