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InlloJrmation reeei.v~re " o f~~~u'!'~ ~ban[nvesUgatoUSw'no have 
recentll.y arrlvad in the Un!ted State ndleates that the economic situation in 
Cuba ... -despite assistance from varlo s Soviet ... bloe nattons ... -!eaves much to be 
desired. According to t hese two sources, increasing Government contx-ol over 
the means of production and dtstl'ibutlon has resulted ln a shortage· of food and · 
consumer goods, which in turn has brought on more eontx-ols 'and tbe vicious 
circle of an even greateit shortage of !tealS available to the genelra! public. The 
r eacti.on of. thepee.pAe, the. sources··· sayp is a combi. naUonJlE~· b · · k..-market~· ~ngp . 
acts oh.sabota.ge, an4 despe:r~tion fUgbts to tbe UnJted St~ · mili. ot Diaz rfille: 
HAV ~~,nd RolandoDe La Cruz c-ast~~~~~ if~~f~t~~~I~;~oli~~n~irt~l t~~/ : 
Defense~mmittees Handle Rationing 26/61i re "Foreign Economic Matt~~g~") ,i 

According to the fir$t of the$e sourees, the items which eompx-lae the ~ .• ~ 
basts of the Cuban dally diet are l)otb $Caree and rationed. Part of the difficulty i. 
in securing proper food in 7ubap the source reported, is its scarcity. The n-est Ji 
is the lack of organization an Us dist:ribution. ltn an attempt to combat the. food ; · 
shortages, the Cuban Government bas instituted a rationing system. The a-atlon aJ 

~,-.... =-· -tard.s are t. ssu.ed. t. o·. the pub···Uc .thlr.· ougb the C. ommUteea of D.efense o~ the Revolu.tio~ . ro enera!ly, there is Qne such co.rn~tt~ee .. . ·· each block, and different ca:r4s are . . I 
~ te. sed for different types of Ue~S.-[.LDiaz M airtel 10/26/61, re "Foreign~ I 

.· ~ .c:.:.'> ~ Economic · atters = Cuba"} ()!(.) \ 
11 ~ > 8/ Inferior il1lPQrts . I 
~-j The poor organization in the distribution of fooo·-.. causing sho~tages I 
·1 in some markets and surpluses in otherso;o•has given rise to a situation popu!arly 
\ t_m:.~ ln Cuba as Venta. por l!!f:lJfpre~1 ; :::'f~~~ llleans the sale of a product without 
: §bve~mnent~ ~9~.t;rol, or the ~It m~ke~A,·~, @ne of the answers of the ~~tro 

:o n ~~gi.me to both 'UiN sbortages and the resulting bla~ market, the s~\J!~ said, ts 
1wnt liiie on.P10r~~pp !?f suppllesRJpll\. S(\yt~~t,~l~~ ,nations. The tnferi~·-qtta!Uy of 
fahan __ many of the i91P£Irted ltems:-~however~ hal:Jtabegedly cause; glt'owlng diecont~nt 
-1·,. G'd ,-.~ . . ··. on·. g th~rpeople of Cuba.. . / ' Jl) fYi ...,~- 4 '1 r; /) · · .. · ·~ · .. .-... ... :,, : \ ·. · 
.oac h ,.,.·- . f,,·. tf,../ ~~ .. (~~r \ ~~ ~Jt,;;; .... _ ·\-:)· , .·' 
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