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0 ... . 0 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

O~AE: AUG 
241977 memorandum ___ 

REPLY . DIC, NEW YORK (100-88368) tfn 
ATTNO 

. fJ sEc·· RE ......... _. ~.-.·~·· CON DENTIAL _ 
JOHN ORioNCPITTMAN ~~ /. jl/\· ... \.. ' 

suw<cn ~-~U~L R I~~~~i~bAiig~=f ~ ~ 1
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TO: LrNITIATED 6/17/77 >_j ) 
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-30067) 

ReBuairtel, 6/17/77, and report of SA DANIEL H. 
9-/ LUCKING, dated 3/28/74, at NY. (U) 

~ /J~ l r_.;/ Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM, 
:
1 captioned and dated as above and classified ''-eonfidenlial~ 

i'\ 
l \~' 

: ~ 

I J 'll 
: <;_) ~ ·--

No 
report that 
activities. 

information has been developed since referenced 
subject is involved in clandestine intelligence 
(,91[~) 

Subject's activities are covered by Bureau assets 
targeted against the CPUSA. ~[U) 

As a member of the Central Committee (CC) and the 
National Council (NC), the subject is in a position to • W 
formulate policy and provide leadership to the Party and, _ ' j/~ 
as such,ltalls within the criteria ts.r a full investigation , ·.r., 
consistetrt with FCI guidelin~ That he is not in the Parfy'~ 
top echelon of leadership an is activities are limited 
bf;his liviiilabroad, P~:(MAN should be investigated as 
a~riority ~subject. ~) 

UACB ~progress letter will be submitted on the 
subject at the appropriate time ,:. )Jt5(_U) 

f / / ~F !N"'l'rwATION co:·l!AINP::D 
,p raJ ~./ ;,;·~'-'I~~ 1·3· u:;~:-ASSI FIED EXCU! 
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1~;-~,:;- c:1:10\liN OTHERWISE. 
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In Reply, Please R efer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDER AL BUREAU O F I NVESTIGATIO N 
New York, New York 

r. 
AUG 2 4 1977 

John Orion Pittman 
Internal Security - Russia 

o~~~ tf~~=~t~J~~7~~2]{§) fi'r"!"' I NTI'O F.,V) TTDN CCN Yt, nnm 
1~:--:·?~"' 1:: 1 ~: ,_;~~~::~·\S:: 7 Ff .g::~iJ :Ci:f~~l 

Office of Origin: New York 

Date Investigative Summary Prepared: AUG 2 ;2 1977 J//f~'f</ = 
Classified by5. ~ ~) 
Dedassify on: OADR '::)/"#. Basis for Investigation: 

Investigation is based upon authority of the Attorney 
General to conduct full counterintelligence investigations 
of leaders of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA} pursuant to 
the Foreign Counterintelligence (FCI} Guidelines. ~~~ 

The Communist Party, USA (CPUSA} is an 
arm of the international communist move­
ment dominated by the Soviet Union. (U} 

• 
Investigation to Date: 

Since February, 1974, the subject has resided at 
Thakurova 3, 116-16, Prague 6, Czechoslovakia. He is the 

• CPUSA's representative on the editorial board of the "World 

'

• Marxist Review", the theoretical journal of the international 
communist movement headquartered in Prague, Czechoslovakia. 
One of his main functions on the editorial board is to prepare 
CPUSA activity reports for the Kremlin. J-e>(U) 

He was elected to memberships on the Central 
(CC}, CPUSA, and the National Council (NC}, CPUSA, at 
21st National Convention of the CPUSA, held June 26 -
1975, in Chicago, Illinois. V1(iU 

Committee 
the 
29, 

CONFID 
CLASS IF 
EXEMPT 
DATE 0 
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John Orion Pittman 

His foreign travel includes visits to Bulgaria 
during the summer of 1974, the Soviet Union in July, 
1975, and trips to~and from the United States (US) in 
1975 and 1976. 1>CA) 

The March 30, 1974 issue of the "Daily World", 
an east coast communist newspaper, characterized him as, 
"dedicated to strengthening the unity of world communist 
forces in accord with the struggle advanced by the Soviet 
Union for peaceful coexistence, social progress, and 
socialism". Following the Soviet line of propaganda at 
a meeting of the Utah District, CPUSA, in November, 1976, 
Pittman stated, "The CPUSA must warn fellow citizens that the 
Pentagon is searching for a doomsday weapon in order to 
reverse the balance ~f power and that thermo-nuclear war 
was a danger. " y> [01 

Pittman's party activities include attendance 
at a meeting of the Utah District, CPUSA, on November 22, 
1976; a meeting of the Central Committee held November 19 -
21, 1976, in New York City, and a meeting of the Political 
Committee, CPUSA, held May 5, 1974, in New York City. No 
information has been developed that he is active at the local 
club level or that he h~~ made any public appearances on 
behalf of the party. ,C;{~) 

Objecti.:ve: 

Will continue to confirm and assess the leadership 
and policy-making role of Pittman in the CPUSA. ~) 

Will remain alert to develop any information in­
dicating clandestine intelligence activities, foreign 

' travel, e~ousal of prop!landa, and contacts with Soviets 
, . ;,':>r. oth~r crite:ia cc;mntry nationals.~ <?n th~ parto~ P~ttman,(:SJ 
'· ~h1ch 1n o mat1on m1ght end to conf1rm h1s cont1nu1ng role 

in the spread of the international cominunist movement. jJt"J 
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Air tel 

CON:t~ENTIAL 
To: ADIC, Nb~ York (100-88368) 

From: Director, FBI (100-30067) 

JOHN ORIO£~~TTIY1AN 

1 -Mr. M. J. Steinbeck 

6/17/77 

• /.A:. IS -~ R (CPUSA} (CC) 
Vi/ Q"ULL INVESTIGATIOl'_r\ /}.-) 
- (Initiated 6/17/7~ ~ 

Reurlet 6/3/77. 

Pursuant toG::ci Guidelines, Bureau authority is 
granted to conduct a . full investigatioi1l of supject V.1ith effec- C.s] 
ti ve date of this communication. Ina~uch as captioned has been· 
the subject of a continuing investigation, there is no needJ:o 

G!ubmit the 90-day LIU1 as required by :t:CI Guidelines IX A 4,LSJ 
page 1~ As instructed in Bureau airtel 5/19/77, ~:tf~ 3, cap­
~ CPUSA," you should~~mit annual summary LHl-t~ 9/1/77. 

MJS:kem ~ fA 
(4) \:!l YJ; 

NOTE: 

~1r. Thomas Grady, Investigation Review Unit, Department 
f Ju~ice, has advised Bureau field offices should not submit 

~ 0-da~LHMs on CPUSA members who have been the subject of con­
inuing investigationfufior to FBIHQ authorizing full investi­

gat~on pursuant to FCI Guidelines. Review of captioned matter 
determined full investigation is warrante~)~ ~ 

Assoc. Dir. _ REC-1 ! tf/J .--- ~-m? 7 .-~-~iff~ 
Dep. AD A an. _ 
Dep. AD lnv, _ 




