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~J~l(' ;::c:::, D::o (::::::: ~P: 
'DATE: 4/23/64 

SUBJECT: - LA COSA NOSTRA 
AR ,... CONSPIRACY 
(00: New_ York) 
r. , ..... 

Re San Diego letter to the Bureau, 12/6/63 and 
2/24/64, captioned as above. 

INFORMATION SET FORTH IN THIS LETTER SHOULD NOT BE 
DISSEMINATED TO ANYONE OUTSIDE THE BUREAU, AND SHOULD NOT BE 
INCLUDED IN . THE DETAILS OF ANY REPORT. ' . . . . . 

-- -· · Under date · ~f 12/13/63, the Los An~ele~,' Division 
advised that LA 4448~C~TE had advised that the following 
weil known San Diego figures are not 'mem~ers of the San _ 
Diego "Regina": ~ 

JOSEPH E. MATRANGA, CII No. 984601 

FRANCISCO ISADORE MATRANGA, FBI Noo 4120l9B -
. 

JOSEPH ERNESTO MATRANGA 

SALVATORE BOMPENSIERO, FBI No. 337538. 
-

This information was based on informant vie\'ling 
photographs of the above individuals -furnished Los Angeles 
by the San Diego Division. 

- -
At the request of the San Diego Division, the San 

Francisco Division contacted VICT9.R F. BUONO, f~rmer SD 923-C 

9: ~~;e~~~~A79;-~61T~~~ RE~r!~~) RQ!l j i r!f (I i(' 
1 ..... Los Angeles · ( .92~1;1:12) (REGISTERED) . , t:} A-5 "J .-(p 
2 : San F:ancisco~(92:593) ~ (AM ~ REGISTERED) l _- V . 
3 . San D~ego 11 . ~92 229) _ . - ~ 

- . . 1 ,... 92~19) ~ (JOSEPH ERNESTO MATRANGA) 
1 - 92 .... 76) {SALVATORE BQMPENSIERO) -~-

THC:vr · 
(11) 

----
... ~--APR 30 i964 

t 
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SD 92-229 

who is riow in Folsom Penitentiary, exhibiting to him 
photographs of the folloWing which were furnished San 
Francisco by San Diego letter dated 1/22/64: 

MARCO LIMANDRI 
-

FRANK BO~WENSIERO 

JOSEPH 'J. LI:f.'IANDRI 
- ., 

JOSEPH ERNESTO l>'IATRANGA 

I 
I. 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

f:: 
j · 

JOHN PRIZIOLA, Detroit Hoodlum, FJ:th r-in-law I g;, : 
. of JOSEPH _ Eru:m:STO r-mTRA_NGA:• . . _ _ {! ~- t - . 

BUONO, ·on -. 3/24/64, advised he knew "FRA OMPENSIERO _ 
very well. He stated that BOMPENSIERO "bucked" - 0!\fY MIRABILE 
(nm'l deceased) · for control of the rackets iri San Diego followipg 
World War II, ~.and BOMPENSIERO has always been close to the 
MATRANGAS t. BUONO stated that it was his recollection that 
MIRABILE and BOMPENSIERO made an agreement whereby BOMPENSIERO 
operated North of Broadway in San Diego and rJIIRABILE ope~ated 
South ·or Broadway. This was prior .to the time BOMPENSIERO 
was sent to prison on a bribery conviction in 1955. 

BUONO did not · recognize the photograph , of MARCO: 
LIIvlANDRI, but stated that he . first . met JOSEPH J"~MANDRI 'f' _ 
in San Bernardino through oife RALPH SPEZ-ZANO · cPrfo'n~tic _), _ 0 f\ ~"~--~ 
a bail bondsman. LD'IANDRI was then said to be act~ve in v~ _ 
narcotics and prostitution. _LIMANDRI later came to San Diego. 

_ . JOSEPH ERNES~MNGA was believed by BUONO t~ __ 
be the head of the young Italian hoodlum element in San D~ego, 
and his brother, GASPARE MATRANGA, was once thought to be the 
enf-orcer and strong man of this group. 

PRIZIOLA was not 1 known to BUONO. 

_ BUONO -;Jas· asked to identify "ARNATO" or "ARNOTO" 
(Said by LA 4448-C-TE to be the "Capo Regime" . of the San 
Diego group). BUONO stated that . this riame was familiar 

·:""- . 

- - -- --- - --- - - - ------- -- - -
I 
I 

-----,:---- -- _ ___) 
'· 
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to him in some: w~y,_· but_ he could not definit~ly state- whyo 1

• 

~- He, suggesteQ. that many 'times Italians vse the -mai'deri rj.ames _ . · 
of the_ir _ motlfer~ as nfcknames and that this niight be),_,tru~- in _ ·.' , 

this case •. He could not connect -this'_ name\w~th any known 
irl(l.ividual. ~ - _ : : · __ . · _ -._ ,·1 ··-· .•" 

~ '' ; ·-..~ ': ' ' 

. Informants ,of ~he ~s_an Di_ego Office. conta·cted ,to 
1

1 

. < .-.. , ···/·-';} · 
date have been unable .. to identify ''ARNATO" or "~RNOT0 11 .i ·'- -_, ---·---":·: 

SD l08o~pc,- v'J_l:10 ·is. of Italian descent ·was. of· the ·;opinion that-~. · ~I',,:·-· 
- ':ARNATO" in, Sicilian meant 11Another", b~t could ident:i,f.y no , , - .· ;.-· .· ~ ·· 
on~ th;i.s name. called to·. mind. · .· - , , · _: · -. . t. -:

1
\r,<:- _ .,: 

. ,. , Concerning information relating. t~--JOSEPI[~ERN~STO ()~~-~-: · 
I MATRANGA and. his brothers, ROBERT NEWS ONE., Serge a t', ·.san Dieg(). "'·.: 
··county'Sheriff 1 s Office, has advised that.·aABPA I TRANGA.is.' ,~/ 

su.trering from arteriosclerosis, is crippled an considered '_ ·:-·- \':_: 
·emo~ionally unsta.bl~ ~ He ·/is no longer· on frie~dly pelat~ons . ~ . : ~-
with his brothers-. · / ;r - • • •. ·:. 

0 
\ ' ; I •, 1 

_ . Although LA 4448-e-TE has stated def:Lnitely 'th9t ;-' ·- ~~--_,, :.:; _.jf 
JOSEPH ERNESTO MAg;'RANGA is I].Ot a .member of ~4e San Diego · ~: _' .; . , . . . 
"Regina 1'.; SD 1080-PC,, has:l avi e'd as follows: _ · ·.:./. t,.lt _ ~-- .'-.'. ·- ·,· 

• • I. . . . -I c~ L -- ·_ · .• -. 

7 

• • I~_' early 1963;- r.1 HAIELLO, bar~ende;r- and _.-~rrarci ·.-~I> .. ·.-~,.· ~-
boy for the M{\TRANGAS, told AIELLO! s wife -that.;..AJ;E;LLO and', · .~~ ... 
JOSEPH ERNESTO. MATRANGA had· goh~ .. to Los Angeles tC( . .'pick .,up >-... ·,_. ·_·-~·-:\I 

~ ~ome mqney- in a suit!3ase in a }J.otel ro.om there.; , ·l\1AT1tANGA-' _ .· - ' - ;. 
. _J1).et ·with a- gro'up · 6~. un:i,a~ntified mez:· wr10 ~ppa}:'ent~y 111;aP,e :1t_, -< .. , : /'1

'
1 
< 

. , rough for him, and J.ndicated they dJ.d not trust hJ.m• > They · . ' · -.- · ··. 
' wanted to know who else lknew he -was meetingl with them; . . . . - : . .1 . : 

. ' , Ili(\TRANGA' 1 t'old them no one. else .-but AIELLo, who'. W?s then: Wel;it:¥Eig. ~· ~ · .. ;. ~ 
outside 'the roomo MATRANGA th_en· brought -AIELLO into the .. I'~· . _· '. /. ,'i'i 

. room,, '-identified him and youched' for) him.' AIELLO told.'his;· ~--. <-~ ->,: .). 
' .--t-Jife that he had now been identified to the ·gro.up and was , _ . -. · 
. , ,''.cali~ht i~ the- we-bb" wher~by 'he w_as required 1to 'take_ many·., -.-'-- .· ,-. ·" .. \·.1 

. risks .witi:out extra. COJ:npensatio_n, ;f.rom _!V~{I'~N?Jl.,.; . ' r ' ' . ./. ' . .-. - ·~- ··< Lj 

, Somewhat similar information was obtained· fr.bin -:' ~-: ~~- ',' 
• • • • ' , F - ,. I ',· ' ' • ' . • 

A.NN MARCELLO, niec_e of_,rlfrs. A:):ELip, ·and an employee of the, :: .. ' _ , 
Pacific T~J.ephone- Company at ~an Diego;, who furnished this., . · · :_ ,.... r, 

.. . . ' 

. '. 
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~ ' . ' I' ,I } - ' ' ~ I I - ; I~- -~J \ . . ..... ', I~· 
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SD 92-229 

information to a Telephone Company Special Agent • 

. ,., _ JOSEPH ERNESTO MATRANGA and lfRJ.\NQ_LS.C..Q,...J:~...,. . t!l 1:, l f 
A~ANGA-are ~rried to daughters of Detroit hoodlum _- JOHN ~" 

- PRIZIOLA, and ~t may be that the t-1ATRANGAS have a -group of 
hoodlums over whic.h they exercise some control without being 
actual members of the La Cosa Nostra. 

i ·' 

An -attempt was made to develop-MIKE AIELLO as 
an informant, and although at first he appeare¢1. to.be 
cooperative, he refused to furnish any information concerning 
his own activities or the activities of the rllATRANGAS. 

~ - ~- '. . · .. 
'\ ' By lett __ . ated 3/24/64, the San Francisco Division 

advised that ANGEL0
4 

IN9, reported "CAPO" . of.,.J~_.._J;...s.__,.,Q£g,.§., 
G !i9stra, ~?n .J~J3~,.....Qill££rnia, had been~iego sometime 

ih January, 1961i, and · cont"a"'"cted SALVATORE and FRANK · 
BOMPENSIEROo The purpose of _ th~·s !ont?ct is ·not known; 
however, of recent date SALVATO~ - J:.'IPENSIERp, who had 
licenses for The Corsair and. The Spo, bars in downtown San 
Diego~ taken away from him by the Califorrtia Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Commission; is said t"o' be ""buying control 
of local bars in the San Diego, California, area using 
other persons as owners· of· record, since he cannot personally 
own a liquor license. 

In this regard PCI JACK m•JENS · GOSS advised that 
SALVATORE BOMPENSIERO was purchasing \"The Carousel", a bar 
and cafe in El Cajbn, California, arid .pointed out that 
BONPENSIERO was there every day redecorating the ba_r and 
getting . the place · ready to reopen it. However, a che.ck of 

· Alcoholic Beverage Control Corrmiission records at San Diego 
.revealed that this bar was licensed in the name of .JiRQ.HIE 

-~~NA, 2016 Anaheim Street, Long Bea_cJ::l, C~lif~r-nia, on 
f1- 374/64; a i1013DMPENS'"IER0''"'s·- name':"ctd'e"'S"""""not''"'"appear"""'ti:'i""t'he re_c ord 

at all. 

Informants in Tij~n , B. C., Mexico- are Tollowing . 
the activ __ it. i .e. s ___ o __ f __ J_ASPERE JO TRANGA4 who·'~ been idenl;ified 

h
as a ItLEl~~J!..,Q;b,..J,g.,, .. qg,~~.Jr~t~~ .. ~ b LA 44 8-C-TE. His activities 

ave nov . ueen exveni::>·Ive. vv · uave • ,. 

--~4 

----------- --- -
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. · A'r.rangements have·-. been made With the Los - [\ngel~s 
Division1 whereby _IJ\ 4448-G-TE ~±ll.come to San Diego t6 renew 
abqua~ntances' \'J.ith ' pe~~ons ·known to him in an ,eff'ort to ''bbtairi c. 

current information conce:t:>ning the '!Regina" ,at San Diego anq. · 
the identity of "ARNATO". ,... . ._ 
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