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DIRECTOR, .FBI. 3/13/63 

- Attention: FOREIGN LIAISON DESK 

RICARD<D DIAZ.,;t,l\Nz 
PSI - .CUBA 

RICHARD v., BRAHM, MONEY Oldsmobile Company, 5SQ last 
McDowell. R,oad., :Phoenix, ad;vis~s that he has an ;ndividual work
ing for him as a car salesman . .by tA.e nam~ of RICJ\IU)O :DIAZ, \'lho 
is a CUban. Mr. BRAHM st.ate& that he. e:i'ees not have a full 
background picture ef th±.s ind1 vidual,. but regards him highly 
at thj,..s time· as a sale.s:tnan~ and h.as reason to believe that he· 
could be· of assistance to our office in Quban matters. Mr. 
BRAHM explained that E>I.AZ reportedly spent some time in prison 
in. C~ba by reason of the GAS'I'RO dominance in the affairs of 

·' CUba. 

. · Mr. BRAHM furnished the following descr1JPtion and 
. . . ~background of DI.A.Z., as it is. contained in .his file.:-
r:- . . ~' . ~ a . . 'I . Name : 
t ~~ . Re.sidence: 

:._· ~ 8 f?b __ ·.a_t·_e __ · of Birth: 
~ z u: ") Height : .· 8 en ex: 

.., en ~ Build : 
- ~a::::c:co . 

'~ 2 ....J~· Weigh.t: 
· · to-- u · Age : 

'j
1 

:$ z Educa t1oh: 
' ~ __, 
.\ 0::~~
·~ o-~ 
1·\ ~ ::=~ Social Security ·Number: 
\~ LJ...I L.U r ~ . 
\_lJ ~ 1-· 
,· ..... ' tw <r. 

!) !C.;. · ·;~~. ~ 

' 3 - Bureau (RM) 
·. 2 - ·Los Angeles (RM) . 
\ 2 - !fliami (RM) . . 

2 - New York (RM} 
1 - Phoenix · 

CLC:mss 
(io) 

,._. 6 C/ 

~ ll MAR 271963 
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RICARDO . ])IAZ . 
62~ ~. 2nd Street, 
Phoenix, Arizon.a 
Novemb$r 1~, 1931 
5 1 lOrt to 5 1 11'' 
Mal.e 
Slender 
145 po\ln~.s 
In the .30 1 s 
Reportedly · has a degree from 
the University of Havana in 

· CUba 
569-66;;.3351 
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References: 
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SH~ HARDEN; 
Selznick S1;;Ud16, 
Los .Angele·s; California .; 
W. R.. tal,J..,IAMS, . 
204 New .Jersey· Avenue, 
Gleri . Burrtie:~ MaryJ;and; 
Report~Q.ly work~d ·as an auto- · 
mobile· sale.sman ili Culver 
City~ Californ!a. 

The Bureau, Los Angeles, Miami and New York ap~ re-
quested to. search :psi • s nam,~ tm:-otigh the general 1nd1.oes of 
their respective offices. Los Angeles is also reque.st.ed ~o 

. con.duet a credit ariCl criminal check against PSI. 

. , . A_review of ~he _ newspaper morgue of The Arizona _Re· 
ptiblic disclosed. an article written in ·tn.~ February· 22.i 196B, 
1ssu~ of the paper. This article is set ferth verbatim .as · 
f<Pllows: 

''l:"<\lid just what I had ta ~o." "And what did Ricardo 
J!>1.a~ have to do? · 

''Fashion a knife from .a sppon, · kill his prison guard, 
and navigate 1.00 miles of open sea in a stolen sail• 
boat. 

11But it freed the 31.-Y.ear olp Diaz., now a Phoenix auto
mobile salesman, ~rem tne Cuban revolution he embraced 
before :i.t turned <iown ~he eommtL~ist pErth. 

"Now Dia.z, whose full name i .s Diaz.,-l,anz, is afraid 
someone will consider him a hero. 

"It was expediency," he said. ".I was like a. pig in a 
pen. . I nad to get out. It was my brother w}l.o was the 

~ero. . . 0 
His brother if%, Maj. ·:p~dro Diaz La~!,'., chief or the 

Cuban air force/ who be.came'": <rtmrnc'1iibt,ed With the . 
revolutio~ in July 1959 and tsld._ the wor.ld or Fidel 
Castre'· s ties with communism. 

"Ricar4o was a social w0rker in the Castro regime. He 
was thrown into prison without explanat::ton. He was 
b~aten and. kicked. .Some of his ribs were broken. 
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"Twenty months later, last Sept. -~8, h.e escaped from 
~he Isle of ."P:tnea. He. slew his guard during one of 
thej,r daily health waiks on the i.sland. 

nA night and. day la.ter he landed at Key West~ - Fla. 

!'Ricardo was a revoiutionacy and a¢qua1ntance of 
F.idel Castro at th~ Universi~y of Havana. Ricar(lo 
has a master 1 s degree in. soe}:i.ology. 

''But he took no part in the abortive revqlt of July 
26, 1956, at _the Havana police barpacks;; nor in 
Castro 1 s landing af'tE!r :his r~turn from exile .• 

urn f'act, hi.s family had been among the favorites 0f 
the Batista regime, and Ricardo had a paper-shuffling 
job in a Havana gc;>vernment tourist agency. 

"Ricardo said: 

"He· doubt:a that Castro had any Co~st hE!lP until 
after his successful return to Cuba from Mexico. He 
landed with 17 men and meager supplies. 

-
11 Castro didn't need aey help from Russia. 

"Cuba was overwhelmed With hatred of the Batista 
regime and re~dyt'0r revolution. It had been talked 
up by th~ students t;~n<i young intE!lleetuals of Cuba 
for years. 

"But there was ne> leadership.; no planning. Cas~ro 
didn It provide j_ U ei.ther • 
n ·. . - . . . , . . 
But the sheer audacity of his attack on the police 

barracks tabbed him as a man of action. And his suc
cessful return thre~ years later mad~ him the· man of 
the hour. · · 

nBy the time Cub.an.s iearned he_- had betrayed them to 
commtUlism, it was to~ late. 

"So wbat are the plans of a iearned young man W1. th a 
dream of equality for everyone,, a yo\lng man who had 
a hand. in an abortivf! attempt at a' bright new world? 

"I want to make a lot Qf money 7
11 he sa1.4., "fliaybe ' . 
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a million .doliars n .. . . .. .. . . 

:.:,.o.~---- - ---

'! .. . · 

nHe's made a :pretty fai·r start in. the oapitaiistic world. 
b\, 

"He asld a new car .his first day at Money . qlCI.qmobile·, 
fCi>ur ·in the first two weeks.. But he's })ad t .o ~work 12 
hours a day te do 1t'1 .. . . .t f 
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