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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE8TIGATION 

•DALLAS 

REPORTING OFFICE 

I 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DALLAS 
TITLE Of CASE 

/ . . 

. ... v · 
JOSEPH FRA,CIS CIVELLO, aka 

OAT£ 

I
INVI!:STIGATIVE PERIOD . 

3/9 - 6/ll /65 6/24/65 
~ . 

REPORT MADE BY 

IVAN D. LEE 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

AR 

\ 
REFERENCE: Report of SA JOHN B. JIO!'IS, dated 4/9/65, at Dallas. 

\ Dallas letter to Bure·au, dated 5/27/65. 
- p -

ENCLOSURE ; 

TO BUREAU 

Original and one copy of letterhead memorandum characterizing 
informants utilized in this report. 

LEADS : 

CHICAGO 

AT ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 

1. Will ident ify current subscriber to telephone # 968,-
1662 ) 962 ~4666 , and 877- 8107. 

APPROVED 

COPIES MADE: 

r ' 
\~ ~ Bureau (92=2824 ) (Bne:=:=-'2) 

l = USA, Fort Worth 
2 Chicago (92-351 ) 
2 Hous t on (94-192) 
2 New Orleans (92~40) 
2 Dallas (92-36) 

DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT 

AGENCY • •• .••••• ••• • . • • • ..••••••• • - · -- -----··· ·· · ·· - - ·- ··· · ···· · -- -- -- - - -·- - ·· · ······ ··· 
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DL 92- 36 
•.. 

tSubscri.be r;s t((}) t he :following numbce r s: 

.BR 6 ·=4497 
BR, 8= 5257 
BR 8=9717 
BL 4 =0151 

0 

2 . Wi ll t hereafte r attempt to ascertain purpose of 
CIVELLO us contacts with subscribers o f the~H~· m.lim.bers 0 

ADMINIS''li:'RAT1!:VE: 

It is noted that t he :h :nvestigative period overlapped 
that of the previous r ep((})r t; howe ver, thi~ report contains informa­
t ion wh ich was receive d :from auxilialry offices af t er referenced report 
was d icta tedo 

Spot s urve·i.llances conducte d by Bureau Agents on JOSEPH 
CIVELLO a t hi:s residence ~ 4809 G\\llfstream 9 Dallas~ at at his 
brothe r us liquor stOJre (Airway Liquo1rs ~ 3122 West Mockingbird 
Lane ) indicates t ha t CIVEL.!L.O spends rnost of his t ime at the liquor 
s tore or his res ide nce 0 Surveillan·c.e ma inta].ned on CIVELLO while 
a t t he liquor store indi cates t hat he is usually conversing with 

. h is ·brother 1 CHARLES C!VELL,O ~ and h is bJro>ther "~ in=law, ROSS MUSSO, 
who usually accorrmtpanies CIVEL-LO from hi.s :t'es i dence to the store. On 
t he days C!VELLO has been o bse!lrved a t t he l iquor store, he has not be en 
observed to use the telephone a t the store . It was also noted that 
he did not have any vislttOlrs or converse with anyone ot her than 
customers making purchases at the store . 

Detective H. M. HAR'1l\ Crim.i10.al Intelligence Section 9 Dallas 
Police Department» adv ised that i n survei:JLlalllces t hat he has con­
ducted on CIVEL,LO g:s .r esidence~ he has nu-ted that usually the wives 
of: CIVELLO and .ROSS M1USSO remai.n a t t he r es i dence m.os t of ·the time. 
He s tate d. t hat he has nev~r OJbservred the lr''e :s idence whem all of 
t he oc c upants have be e n absent . 

.!DENTI'rl OF INFORMA.~'!'S 

Info rmants DL "li"=l is DL 27l=C? DlL '1'=2 is DL 135~Cp 
alnld DL '11\=3 is HO 1082-C . 

'!'he foll owing i.nfrormants who a re acqua inted with gamblers 1 

bookmakers 9 and c :riminal elrem.ent in t he Dallas ar ea c ould furnish 
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DL 92=36 ... 

no i.nformation to i.ndi.cate that CIVELLO i.s presently active in any 
criminal activities in the Dallas area: -

~ ~ocid: 32309257 

DL 140=0 9 contacted by SAs ROBERT M. BARREtT and IVAN D. LEE 
PCI STEVEN G. CANELL,OS ~ contacted by SA ROBERT E. HARTZ 
DL, 181=C contacted by SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and IVAN D. LEE 
DL 185=C contacted by SAs,ROBERTM. BARRETJrand IVAN D. LEE. 
DL 197=C contacted by SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and IVAN D. LEE 
DL 208-C contacted by SA:s ROBERT M. BARRETT and IVAN D. LEE 
DL 254~PC contacted. by SA IVAN D. LEE 
Confidential source JEROME J. CRANE contacted by SA ROBERT 

:M. BARRE'fi. 
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TO 

... 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

MAY 1S62 EDITION 
G S A GEN . REG . NO. 27 0 5010-106-03 OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI (92-2824) 

f 

~~C, DALLAS (92-36) (P) 

f~ ~- JOSEPH FRANCIS CIVELLO, aka 
AR 
(00: DALLAS) 

0 -

DATE: 5/27/65 

Re Dallas report of SA JOHN B. HOTIS dated 4/9/65; 
Bureau letter to Dallas dated 4/22/65 requesting Dallas to 
explore the relationship between JOHN DRAGNA, captioned 
subject and the hoodlum element in ,the Dallas, Texas, area. 

· ,... .. ,.,.~e 1965 City Directory for Dallas, Texas, reveals 

~~~!e~~~I>.~~~!v:~t h~:1~!!~ ::a~~si~~sa!m~~~ia!:i-!Is 
· ·listed · as · the John Dragna Rear··Es.fate Company, 3611 A 

Greenville Avenue. _,.. c ; t:'; 
------·~- .-" .. --~---· ··· --·..._ .. , 

A financial statement for the Merchants State Bank 
located at Ross Avenue and Henderson Street indicates that 
JOHN DRAGNA is one of the 22 directors at the Merchants State 
Bank. 

On May 20, 1965, H. M. HART, Detective, Criminal 
Intelligence Section, Dallas Police Department, advised that 
he had recently obtained a financial statement from Dun and 
Bradstreet and furnished a copy of the statement -to the FBV 

The statement reveals that DRAGNA repre·sent!;S . 
substantial means with his affairs believed to be in good 
order. DRAGNA is active in real estate and oil and handles 
some construction as a side line. In November, 1963, JOHN~. 
DRAGNA deferred submitting a detailed financial stat but 
stated he represented tangible worth in excess of 
with assets centered primarily in stocks, oil roya d 
real estate. The investigation revealed that a cash account 
is maintained with a local bank with balances averaging in low 
to moderate ·five . figures. The file indicated that his assets 

G:2, Bureau. 
2 - Dallas 
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DL 92-36 

consisted of several apartment houses in Dallas, Texas, 
which are held by DRAGNA for rental income. Investigation 
revealed that DRAGNA is active in numerous civic functions 
and ·is well thought of locally. His annual income is 
estimated at $60,000 per year . The file indicated that 
DRAGNA was born in 1906, is presently divorced and has been 
a long-time resident of Dallas. · 

On May 20, 1965 , HART advised that their investi­
gation of CIVELLO, which has involved numerous surveillances 
irt the past, has failed to indicate that he has been in 
personal contact with DRAGNA. HART advised their files contain 
no information to indicate that DRAGNA has a close relationship 
with CIVELLO other than the fact that they possibly belong to 
the Italian-American Club and attend various Italian functions . 

Spot surveillances conducted by Bureau Agents have 
failed to indicate that· CIVELLO is associating with DRAGNA 
or that DRAGNA is visiting the Airway Liquor Store owned by 

RLES CIVELLO . 
. 

Regarding t ' tion previously furnished. by 
DL 135-C that JOHN of the Board of Directors 
of the Merchants State , i~ subject's contact irt.the 
Merchants State Bank, ormant was recontacted on May 4, 
1965,concerning the per or persons who possibly leaked the 
information tbat FBI Agents were checking accounts at the 
Merchants State Bank. Informant stated ·he was originally of 

·· the opinion that JOHN DRAGNA was the one who tipped off the 
individuals concerned, but now be .is not sure inasmuch as 
any empfoyee of the ~ · o was aware of the Agent's 
presence, could hav ~~ · · the 'information. Informant 
advised on his pre tact, he assumed that it was DRAGNA 
but that he ha.d no proof nor had he received any direct 
information that DRAGNA was responsible . 

In view of the fact thai th~ informant can offer 
no concrete information as to the person or persons possibly 
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J'OS:EPH :F.~N¢~$·~.<1!\VJU.,]t.Q• ~a. 
All . 

·B.e teport of ·~. tl'Ghn ll •. Hgtl$. 4a~(iMl 4-s .... ss. 

. Gn ).)t)~e $. e:t .. ~c;) :r~port ig.fo~ .. tion .is set forth, . 
att).,.:lb~t~<l 1:o Dl;. lSS-.~~ to the (iffe.ct th~t Jol\n. I>:ra.gn.a, A Jn~ber 
<lf th~ $0Q:1,'4 of Di·r~cte»rs of the. Mer~lt"nt.s. S'eate Balilt, .Dallas 
is. Gllv~:blQ's .. contact. 'W:l.tn .. th~ .Merchants St:ate Bank as 'l!fQl~ as 
'tih<f# cont&;ct for otbE:!!~ lacal. r~Cke.teers ~ This lnf.ormant als() . 
repQrt~a.tll~t when the reoor~$ o:f that institutii.Pnwer~ recently 
ebe9k~~ by your affieei Dragn~ :l.Pet.iia:telY fnotifie4 C:ivello ancl 
$eV~ral1 <:Jth$1' :racltet f ·:tgure$ wh<> f<>m»erly ha<i ~ccounts in t.Pa.t 
ba~· · 

lt woul¢4· ~Jlpel1,)J :ft<>nt tb~ .~l.love action. on the part of , .. --­
llll'agn~. tb.at .. his .Pc>s~.ti,'<>n wi'th. til-e b~nlt is. b@ing util:i.~eo to t;.Me 
.~.dvant~gE:~ • of. t.tle h()~4lulil ~J,ement • J\ls() :f~om D:rp.gna 's acti<?ni 1 
ther~ . woul<i .. ~ppei;(r to. l>e. some d.eg:ree. of in:f1uenqe ~~erted d.,'"' 
3 b:a~ of.fi.eii:al by the ho'O<i:l:um element... f 

i'n ¢Qn~uct.;l1lg$;Y~"~l" c~:i:m~~~:J. intell:i.g.en.oe investig .. · 
of Civello, . 1ih*s ·$itu~t'ion .shoul~ b$ ll!ote fullY ~~pl.ox-e(l t 
\le~eriPtne the ~tent. of. JJr~gna'!S· r~ll'J~i:onshi:P with the hoodl'lilm 
eleillii/!nt and: the· .. :(legree .e£ hoo-ium in:fluen~e. beirtg e~erte<i ~n 
hti.n1 ·Q.n4 the t?e~e;on$ tb~refo:r" JQflUi~i~ §ll.ould also be mad.E!. 
~e ~ete;fllll.ne .. w~e/the~ D.:r.~gna . :l.s . rel.~~ed . tG> L<>\Ji$ .. Dragna, · 

n ~ tl\Jlgele$ ijood;]J.Ul:D.; lt'~.u s·nou.14. ~:]:SQ . be. alert to. th~ pos$ibility 
f>:f ~~gn~, _in ni~ C3pacity .$ -~ ba,nl¢ .offi~illl being invo]._ved 
in ·.a. v1c)l.$t1on C>:f the baQktng .lav;r:; • 

Up<>u obta.ining 1Ut>rfil! ·~¢tailed tntol,"'natiotl reg$.t4ing this 
ll1~tte~ 11 ··~ coanpl;'eb.Qt1sive .. lett~rlu~~d tneii1Qr$tuium sJtoul.d be sub:m;ttt.ed 
to. 'tile SU~~~~U .:in.· ;itCCQl.'"tl,nc.e With J;ll'eViO'US Qurea~ in~tructions 
re.lating t<i> l~oo«lum InfluenGe :i.p ~nJd.ng X.nstitu"tions. 

I' 

~-·---~~~···-.---'--''---'-'--=-'-""=-~·=--~--------,----------,.------------' 
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F fl ·26 3 (Rev. 5•1•59) 

. 0 0 -.. ...;. . _. -. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVb.STIGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE 

I
. OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE 

'

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

DALLAS DALLAS . 4/9/65 2/8 - 3/23/65 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY ... 

/' '"'j JOHN B. HOTIS 
JOSEPH FRANCIS .CIVELLO aka CHARACTER OF CASE 

, .. ~ 
' 

REFERENCES: Dallas report of SA JOHN B. HOTIS dated 2/9/65. 

ENCLOSURE 

Dallas airtel .. to .Bureau dated 3/3/65. 
Little Rock letter to Dallas dated 3/22/65 • 
Las Vegas letter to Dallas dated 3/25/65. 

- p ~ 

I 
TYPED BY 

rmb 

l J~ 
~ characterizing informants utilized in this report. 1 

TO BUREAU: Original and onecopy of letterhead memoran[ 

~s ~ ) 
. ......______./ CHICAGO, HOUSTON & NEW ORLEANS - INFORMATION. 

Information copies furnished these offices inasmuch 
as investigative leads remain outstanding with these offices. 

APPROVED 

COPIESMA~ . 

' 3~~,.. Bureau (92-2824) (E.aeor~l 
1 - USA, Fort Worth, Texas 

Aqency 

1 - Chicago (92-35l)anfo) 
1 Houston (94-192)(Info) 
1 - New Orleans (92-40)(1nfo) 
2 - Dallas (92-36) 

Request Reed. 

Date Fwd. 

How ·Fwd. 

By 
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DL.92-3G 

•.. 
. A review of Polk's Greater Dallas Directory, 1964, 

reflects ARTURO TREVINO, Agent, U. s. Internal Revenue Service, 
resides with his wife, CONCEPCION B., at 5111 Denton Drive, 
Dallas, Texaso 

On 2/25/65, Mrs. BIRDIE SUE BELCHER, Merchants 
Retail Credit Association, Dallas, advised ARTURO TREVINO has 
resided with his wife CONNIE at 7426 Concord Street, Dallas, 
since October, 1964. He has been in the files of the credit 
bureau since September, 1953, and has continually carried a 
very high credit rating. He has been employed as an agent with 
the Internal Revenue Service since approximately 1956, and 
prior to that time worked for United Texas Drys Company, Dallas. 
His wife CONNIE was employed in 1954 by Taylor Publishing 
Company and is presently employed by Baptist General Co nvention, 
Dallas. The file reflects his previous addresses include 5111 
Denton Drive, Dallas (1959); 4a22 Deere Street, Dallas (1957); 
1831 Idaho Street (1954); 2347 Lucas Street, Dallas (1954); _ 
1016 Sto Louis Street, Dallas (date unlisted); and 121 East 
Grawyler, Irving, Texas (1957)o Mrs. BELCHER further advised 
that prior to moving to the Dallas area, TREVINO resided in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

IDENTITY OF INFORMANTS 

DL T-1 is DL 135-C, contacted by SA JOHN B. HOTIS. 
DL T-2 is PCI STEVEN Go CANELLOS, liquor salesman 

for Phil Schepps, Distributors, Dallas, contacted 
by SA JOHN B. HOT IS.· 

The following is a list of informants utilized in 
following the activities of CIVELLO and his associates in tpe 
Dallas Division: 

DL 140-C, contacted by SA ROBERT M. BARRETT 
DL 135-C, contacted by SA JOHN B. HOTIS 
PCI STEVEN G. CANELLOS, contacted by SA JOHN B. HOTIS 
DL 208-C-TE,contacted by SA IVAN Do LEE 
DL 251-PC; contacted by SA JOHN B. HOTIS 
DL 181-C, contacted by SA IVAN D. LEE 
Confidential-Source JEROME J. CRANE, contacted by 

SAs ROBERT Mo BARRETT and IVAN D. LEE 

-D*­
(Cover Page) 
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