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·: · sed h~remth (ar~ four copies of :the Mimrl 
e:,&~~~~~~j~ Report tor the period fron June 1 11 1955, 
D1 ; l955o 

. . 

"."',_., .... _· . ·:e~ra copy o.r this report is · being furnished 
i'or =transmittal via diplomatic pouch to the 
at Havana, C_uba. Our' experience has shown 

ilex~o~LB_ hoodlUms from the South Flo~ ida ar9a ·regularly 
: ··~~ .,. . . . . .. · Hav~a, Cuba and Miami and TaDi~__,_.-florida. 

··~~·.:· • · : •. :, . p;~18!U~i~:ds~t~b~ \J:!!~n~l!~t~8d::r . 
·.-;- ._Dia_~- 6 11 '1955. it ·is suggested that the Bureau may; be 

. -:-a~.siro~ llli' destroying the 1;hree copies or the Mi,ami section 
.'t 
f ·. 

: -- -~J¥LSmu<;h :~ ~he instant G.IIF reports- are complete and ~ontain 
t~e:_::~~~- material sent on Dec_ember 6 11 195~ ,...A,/ 

:._:- ,'':- ~ ~~!118' ~ . ~~1'-
E~~io_s~~s./L~,- ~ y~~ 1;, foAJ, ~~, . . -- ~-~I Jv.-·\ · u , , -Q i 
2 ·- Bureau · ·, _____ ) ' e~-- G)O..t · 
1 - JUaDU. 62-1273 l . 

• 1;r~~~ d.~ . 
~,)' ~tc 
o" 1'.~ RECORDED • ~ -
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
BROWARD COUNTY, -FLORIDA 
JUNE 1, 1955 TO DECEMBER 1, 1955 

The following information was obtained··during the 
course of regu~r investigation by Special Agents JOSEPH I. 
GREALY, DENNIS 'J.. 0 'SHEA and BEN W. GRIGSBY: 

A. ORGANIZED GANGS 

Investigation and contacts with informants arid-· 
sources of information have failed to give any indication -
that there are any organized gangs in Broward County at yhe 
present time. •. ,/· 

·On July 9, 195·5~ MM-322-C· advised tha~ JA~NSKY: 
Hollywood, Florida, had flown from Miami to_Hav.ana.,.-C,uba; on·' ' 
July 8, 1955, to join his brother, MEYER LANSKY~F # 791783, £ 1J, 
who had proceeded to Cuba from New York City; P .. KA~TEL-, · · &·I! , 
of New Orleans; and other unidentified syndicate .. e ber.s.-rrotrf _•_(!· :0 
Las Vegas, Nevada. .Informant stated that· a meeting ·wa:s··currerttly 
being held at Havana whereby these ·...memb~.rs of the ·Na,tiQnal:...:Cr..inlS!_ 
~dica~~ were considering the purchase of a hotel or a gambling 
cas~1n Havana. jl 

. On July 22 ~ ·19.55 ~ MM-·5:51-PC advised "that MEY~N.SKY 
had been in Havana, Cuba during the early·part of .. Jtily·; ·1955, ~_i'l: 
for two reasons~ (1) as a guest of the Cuban Goverri.merit"to zd)1_ 
discuss the possibility of his bringing the men·into Cuba'to -
operate~gambling• He explained that BATISTA warited·Ainerican .. 
tourists-in .Havana and was concerned. over the strong possibility 
that "bust-out operations" would keep the American trade· away~ 
(2) To look over the possibility of purchasing a hotel in thtf. · · 
heart o·f Havana for the purposes of operating gambling therein. 

Informant stated that LANSKY had pointed out that it - ­
would be difficult to attract competent men away from Las Vegas, 
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because most of them had settled down there and were content 
to stay there. With regard to the second proposition, he 
stated that LANSKY might go into the purchase of a hotel if 
he could form a syndicate to put up the money to purchase 
same. 

On November 8, 1955, MM-551-PC stated that the 
LANSKY brothers had still not made any deal whereby they 
would take over a hotel and operate a gambling casino in 
Havana, Cuba~ He added that they were still discussing · · 
the possibility with a syndicate in New York City, but th~t 
no de~ite decision had been made to date. 

B. INDIVIDUAL RACKETEERS AND MOBSTERS 

It was noted that in contacting informants and · · 
their sources of information, it was repeatedly pointed ·out 
that individual racketeers and the mobsters for the most 
part were not in the area during the past six months in · 
view ·of the fact that this is the off season for the Florida 

'· 
The "Miami Herald,." under date of November 15, 1955, 

reported that JO~ .ADONIS had agreed to deport himself by 
January li 1956» and that in return for that move he would be 
allowed to avoid serving a prison term for perjury. It was 
pointed out that ADONIS intended to .go to. Italy. 

CLAUDE HARL~ArlmERSON '- ;J 
13 09 N. ·.E, · i2~_iunue a_!, .4-tJ /) t. ft7'1J,4/._/J [,#.{ tJ 

~~e.J:dal.e.,.,..F.lor..ida (! !./1-t~_~/) 6j)StJ /1) 
. FBI -- 599.5. < .... , . 

. ' ANDERSON co.n:tinues to op.er.a:t.e_a_b_Qn_d.ing business · · 
in Fort Lauderdale, ·Florida. 

. 'Under date of October 18, 195 5, the · "Miami Herald" 
reported that Agents of the .Treasury Department Alcohol Tax 

4 -
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· · . MM 572-C reports that C~CTOR and BUBBL~DENNISON, 
local gambl~s of long standipg, ~le\t~d in with~~NNIE 
WHALEN in tbe_operation of his bolita busi~. · · • 

MM 572-C reports t~t · JK;K· BUTLER, mentioned above, 
· is tied· in with the TRAFFIC>11iTE boys from Tampa, Floridaj 
however,· the exact nature of the tie-up is not known. ~he 
informant feels that possibly the TRAFFICANTES are.bankrolling 
BUTLER in his operation. 

. MM 572-C reports tha~ one EDDY PHILLI~GUEST, 
..I__BI _#)2.Q~5}, a _hus~]&r., and gambler, is now residf~t the 
RIVIERA>HOTEL, Holly Hill, Florida. GUEST is reported to be 
s·ickly and is having _a hard time existing. He is reportedly 

.mooching off of JACK BUTLERo · 

Mrs. PAULINE~ SPARD, Daytona Beach Credit Bureau, 
reported that "one ELZA RGAN, ~I #2484916, is now residin_l _ 
at ,Ne.w-Smy:r.na_B~E&h,, .... .fl_o_z:iP.a, d is promot-tng' stock car races~ 
at-DeLand, Florida. MORGAN was released on parole from Atlanta 
Federal Penitentiary in October, 1954, after serving time for 
ITSMVo 

C. POLITICA~_TIE-.UPS WITH ORGANIZED CRIMEt. 

MM 572-C reports that RAYMOND')-"'.~\LMcpEMAR, :o.~u;~uty 
_£!her iff of Volusi__g__C:o.unty~,-Elorida has red~~tl:y, approached several 
bolita sellers in ·the city "for a percentage or else," but he 
knows of no payoff to McNEMARo 

Do POLICE EFFICIENCY 

HENRY LeROY ALLEN is Chief of Police, Daytona Beach, 
Florida, and he is reported to be ha_ving trouble with internal 
bickering among members of the department. Mayor FRANCIS 
IDRRISON reported_ that ALLEN'was on the verge of being oustedi_ 
but to date no positive action has been taken by the City Commission • 

. The D~partment now.consists of fifty men, there having 
been several resignations recently due to low starting salartes. 
Lt. DALTON SMITH heads the Detective Bureau . an4 .the general 
reaction of the public is tha~ the police are doing a relatively 
good job, but there is report~d to be much room for improvement. 

- 19 -
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Miami Beach, Florida, in partnership wit·h MICKEY\ GRASSO, 
FBI # 1164523, a stick-up man from Chicago ~ Illinois . 

SAMUEL "STRETC*UBIN .. 
. ESI __ f_ltZJ6B49 ' l~ ~/_ 

------~ 

e is a hoodlum from New_~York . City who has been 
a ctiv ~uba-with SALVATORE GRANELLO, FB~ # 2120006t and 
GEOR NE; ~L/Ll82..91-5 o RUBIN reportedly is LEVJ.NEis 
bodyguard and has made numerous trips between Miami and 
Havana with LEVINE and/or G~ANELLO • . , 

1 

I. ' j, ( I I f. :I. 
IRVIIL APLOW ' __ r· · A ·~' • 

. , ~ . r / J/ 
This bookmak~r_, originally from New :Y_orlf City,' : ·: ' 

made several trips to Miami during the summer of 1955 in 
connection with the gambling' charge which was outstanding 
against him for being act.ive in the operation of . a~bookmaking 
establishment and "bust out" gambling c a.sino at th Empress .~ 
H_q_t~.l-11-~Ji~i _!3_~~~~_, __ ;F;Lo_r_idao He recently advised t'na the , 
l ocal authorities have dro pped the - c harges against him and · 
that· he plans · to go to Los Angeles , California ~ for the 
winter months ~ and hopes to book at the Santa Anita Racing ' 
Meet with a bookmaker from New York known as ARNOLD o ARNOLD 
was not further identified~ 

BENJAMIN~ISS, 
alias '.~!g~ed }3e~Y-." 
.Miami. _Beach pn_-u·. A;..rg·s-'53 . - . 

'J;'his individual resides at 5205 Alton Road, Miami 
B~ach, -Flq_ri_9.a . He is a card cheater who· -is known as the , 
largest ·operator of bingo games in the country; being partic­
ularly active in carni vals during the summer months. He has 
also operated bingo in Havana , C~b-~, and, according to 
MM- 501-C, is to operate bingo in New_ ~~rsey, where the 
Informant reported this- game was recently legalized . 

·- 74 
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Lieutenant BRUCE SI~IONS and Detective Sergeant ARTHUR 
H" LEONARD (NA) have continued during the past six months 
to afford excellent cooperation to this offic~Q Generally 
speakingv it appears that this Department has continued to 
improve in 'organization~ discipline and moraleo During the 
period covered by this report there has been no wide-open 
gambling and there has been a definite absence of open 
bookmaking and other forms of viceQ Sneak gambling~ such 
as betting on horses and sporting events~ has continued, but 
no evidence has comet o the attention of this office 
indicating that there is an organized pay off to the Police 
Department 9 or "okayn from the Police Department for the 
operation of such·o 

There has been the usual speculation that there 
will be sneak nbust out n gambling houses in operation on 
Miami Beach during the coming winter seasonp but as yet in­
formation has been non-specific and nothing has been learned 
which would be indicative of police venality in this matter ... , 

The only data which has come to our attention which 
would make us skeptical of the integrity of Chief ROMEO J o 

SHEPARD was a report received in August, 1954 9 by the New 
York Office from its informant~ NY·G204-C" who has furnished 
relial;>le information in the past" This was to the effect 
that NY~204-C advised that he had become quite friendly with 
SALVATORE GRANELLO~ FBI # 2120006. In the course of conversations 
with GRANELLO~ this hoodlum mentioned various contacts he had· 
in Miami and Miami Beacho The informant stated that GRANELLO 
particularly mentioned having a "big in" with Chief of Police 
SHEPARD at Miami Beach. According·to the informant 1 GRANELLO 
stated that SHEPARD was the nbag man" in Miami Beach, and .... 
GRANELLO stated he had eaten dinner with Chief SHEPARD on <f, 
few occasionso 

. The informant furnished this information in· 
connec~·an with the investigation of the matter entitledt · 
"CARMI DI BIASE » was o , - FUGITIVE, UFAP - MURDER." GRAN~LLO 
is report '"the closest associate of this fugitive and is 
suspected of having harbored himo 

I"' /jl ·-;/· 
'f'l /' : p_ ._ ~r 
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nsisting of three or four unknown Writers under NICK-. 
GONIAS out of Tarpon Springs., He said -MACK ANDERSON has 

formerly headed up SAGONIAS outfit in St. Petersburg, but -that 
he has been unable to establish to date whether -or not such 
an organization -does existo It should be noted, as will be 
set · forth ·later, SAGONIAS is due to enter Federal Pri·son any 
day. 

Detective QUILLIGAN further advised that it is diffi­
cult to -determine which writer is writing for which organiza~ 
tion ·because there is indication that they are -changing .from 
one group to another .fairly frequently. He said that some of 
the names furnished above have been convicted and served a 
few months time in the past year and are out again, some are · 
waiting sentence , some are in but will be out shortly, however, 
all are known bolita writers and undoubtedly will be in oper­
ation from time to time in these groups. 

MM~416=C has advised that to the best of his know~ 
ledge the following groups are operating bolita in the St. 
Petersburg-Pinellas. County area. Group number one is the 

C TRAFFICANTEs. MM-416-C states that he b~e ieves the TRAFFI- ., 
\ ~TEs are still operating through ANDR IGHT,- JOSEPH 
I~~· _Y.AN.T. and possibly ALFRED HIL~POOLE~ al of whom were con-f. 
\ icted with the TRAFFICANTEs J~y in 1955 ·and who have · 

appeals pending _1n Supreme Court of Florida., This informant 
stated that he believes approximately 80% of the TRAFFICANTE 
peddlers·who were operating at the time of the mass raids in 
May, 195~ are still peddling bolita. 

Group nwnber two. is .. the FABIAN .group • . . The informant" 
states that he bel~ve is group is operating in St. Peters-
burg with TONY and JER OPEZ as their pick up men. ·He J 
says that they liave a ou en writers in St. Petersburg, but 1~ A· 
that the peddlers are not being contacted directly. He wa~~ 
unable to .. .furnish additional information regarding this ,·~ 
group at this time. · · 

Group number thr.ee.; ltft.•416-C states that this -is: 
the NICK SAGONIAS group, however, NICK- SAGONIAS is -due tc> ·· · 
enter ·the Federal Corre~tional Institutei Tallahassee, Fl~rida 

- 123 -

Docid:32309721 Page 8 ..1 



l~ 

. ' 

MM 62-1273 

any day now and that his old operation is being run in northern 
Pinellas County by a Greek bar operator·in Clearwater, Who· 
is not otherwise· known. to the ... in.fo.rm~t. This· group, · accord­
ing to informant, had·one pick up m~n St. Petersburg · and 
i~ndling their overlay. through JO PLESCIA, operating from 
t Sands Bar, !_am_pa .. -:--&'A.r 

•. ~ ' . ... ~ 

The fourth group acc~r •ing to informant, MM-416-C, 
is operated by TONY rtHALF PIN CAGNINA, nephew of RED 
ITALIANO, out of Tampa,-Florida, o is acting as pick up man 
in St. Petersburg fo~so e combination in Tampa. CAGNINA 
supposedly hangs aro · ·. olfe' s Restaurant, .§t. Pet~r.§~b~ur.g UA· 
on Thursday or Friday n g t to make his pick ups. Further 
det_a,ils of this operation are unknown to this informant, to 
dat"f~\- · 

~If¥· 
_ ~ - ~On November 14, 1955 GEOR~BIAN, brother· ··of ·-----

:viRGIL ABIAN, one of Tampa's most-h~~r.i.Clus_gamblers; was F'/4-
arrested. Tampao. In a . s.earch .of. his .. apa~tment evidence ~ 
was seized-showing a tie-.up...,with bolita operations in:St• · 
Petersburg. This arrest was supposed to have been made as •' 
a result. of a combined i:fivestigative effort of the Pinellas ~ 
County·Sheriff~s Office and the Hillsborough County Sheriff's. 
Officeg There were reportedly -about 1,000 tickets which 
were lay over bets from·the St. Petersburg area, indicating 
a large operation in St. Pe~ersburg. 

Concerning FABIAN's ar~est, Detective Sergeant HARRY 
DIETRICH of the St. Petersburg .. Poli.ce D.epartment stated to the 
newspapers "FABIAN's organization 1s the largest threat we 
have here in St. Petersburg, second only to the-TRAFFICANTEs. 
The TRAFFICANTE gang grossed a million dollars yearly-before · 
their conviction in Pinellas County·o'f lottery law violations.-" 

. ) 
PETE BENSE, PCI, advised that during the past ·sev~, 

eral months the TRAFFICANTEs had an operation in northern- .... , 
Pinellas which had been knocked off by the Sheriff's Office 
and that it was no longer active. He said that this·was a 
very small operation · and the knock off was in the form of 
a small arrest action. 

- 121,. -
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GENUIG stated that GASPAR LA MOTT is op~rating a 
combination with · MRS~ JOHN IPPOLITO, Wife ot asTRAW HAT . 
JOBNNYW IPPOLITO, wao is now serving ·a sent~nee after convic­
tion in United States District ~ourt., Tampa, en a wagering 
stamp violation. 

Chief' Criminal Deputy GENtmG advi~ed .. that with the 
break up ot these three canbim.ations there is li.ttle aeti?ity 
~ight now in Clearwater and northern Pinellas County area; 

·but that he expects an immediate renewal any day. 
/ 

GEHUHG stated that early in 1955 th~ Sheritf''s 
Office vas using the technique of obtaining search warrants 
for ·>mOQnshine to make bolita .eases. He stat(ltd. that thi-. · 
arose from moonshine acti?ity on the part or bolita operators 
after the conviction· of the TRAFFICANTEs in Pinellas County 
in th6 spring or 1955 and the resultant decline in bolita 
sales. He stat~d that this was successful tor a period but 
was changed· after several arrests. 

.. GDIUIG advis.ed that Vi thi~ ' the past month he . has 
been contacted twice -by PETE BENSE, , bondsman , Clearwater, 
a PCI or tl:lis ottiee , hinting that is a "lt)cal" man were ·· '· 
operating the bolita there would be less criticism from· the 
population and entoreement would be easier · if' . arrangements · 
could be aade tor regular arrests and fines be ·levied-; - · 
GENtTIG .stated that he did not know BENSE' s pril;lcipal as he · ·· 
had clearly advised that nothing such as tPis plan ·wo•ld even 
be considered by Sheriff SID SAUNDERS or by himself, GEIUBG. 

. ~ . . : 

. As set forth earlier it should be recalled that 
PCI · PETE ~ENSE advised that h~ · had. obtained $)00!• 000 -.at; .. ': .:·.:2~ ·· · 
interest to use ia h.is business pperations ~d a so stated ...... 
that he intended to back Justice of ' the Peace ED SILIC ~ irt -ehe 
approa~hing Sheriff's campaign. BENSE also macde ·the state.;. ·") . 
ment that .!w:ba.t .. ,w.as .• good for PETE BENSE would have to be good. ' 
for Pinellas · .County." . · . . . 

All violations indicated in this report have ·bee:ri:" 
referred to the proper authorities for investigative action. 

127 
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. such ... as doctors, lawyers» dentists and professional people 
will all go before the Grand Jury and state there is no Mafia 
with the purpose in mind that they all feel the Italian people 
are hurt by allegations of a Mafia. 

It is specifically noted that hereinafter, informa­
tion reported cQncerning any crimes or local situations have 
been reported to authorities having investigative jurisdiction. 

A. ORGANIZED GANGS 

' The organized gang as report ed in the GIIF for many 
years at · Tampa 0 Florida consisting of SANTO TRAFFICANTE an his ../ 

1 brothers , still eontinues9 ~- ~ ~ 

I 
g;Ct IA.r;;. 

\
)(· _ .. ..JJ. This organized ga~actually consists of ,AN.T.HOU and 1 )0\ _F.ft-ANh.1{P.IE.CIDcUE·» AUGUSTINE GO RISCIA ~ FBI!f>ft3__7.l9; __ c,TOJ;, . . J 

Y ~~~_TREtTA~ ;FBI_.#1Qq.l1Q5~»-- JO RRONE, ·F'Br&'ZJ.l~» JAMES .Q~ '"' 
""' GO , Hill.§p~#"Q.~gh __ Qp_-qnyy: -~. rA.f.f ~. s _Q_f_.f1_~~--N.o .• _.537.41., ANGELO 
} EDA}nv FBI #1849088 and ~ALV~TO~AGLIO~E~ _ FBI #3552~Q_B. 

•• 

\ . This group, ove~ the many years , has been alleged ·to ~~ 
oper ate bolita , numb~rs racket and to have be~n associated -:in a 
group commonly referred to as the M~fia . 

The activity duri ng this period for the above, name.ly 
concerns their allegat ions of being members of the Mafia and to / 
have substantially backed NICK _C. NUCCIO to the office of Mayor v/ 
and the Italian group thereby would have controlled Tampa ·· ~ 
politics . The allegations w~re made that the head of this group 
is now SALVATORE SCAGLIONE, FBI #355220B, and this allegation 
was made by Lieutenant DANIEL ALVAREZ; t~1e other head of this 
group is now ANGELO BEDAMI, FBI #1849088', whom it was alleged 
by ALVAREZ that the latter two are called "Mr.w by the other ~ 
Italians in this group, thereby giving them their position of . 
respect in the Italian group . This latter information may be / 
possibly true in that SANTO TRAFFICANTE, JR., has moved.· -~i-s forces 
according to reliable confidential information received · 
through CI HAV-11 at Havana:;( Cuba , wherein it has beeri reported 
that · TRAFFICANTE was operating a numbers racket in the 
]lot evilla-Biltmo e i.ILB.a:v:ana. an~ that he has political 
oac in there 1n the same manner as previously obtained in 
Tampa, in that a ·law has now b~· passed to allow the numbers 
to operate there. The Sevilla Biltmore Hotel was owned by 

. -· @.v#t~ 

- 140 '9 

:• .J', , '•,' ·'~·• ! ~~ ~ · '-1' 1 , · ' , ,'· \ .~ . \ ', 1, I ~·, ' ' !,:,.,' 1\ ~ ·· -~ · 
l•· , .. , . ·•.· .. .. , r·· . ,. r • ,,. I' •' ''I'''''.,. . ·, .. r 

~__....~....._ . . "**J ' ' · i I •t I ,1, ' ,_ L " I ,, •1 • ~ ~- ·' . . , 
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/
resides in a home owned by Captain WALTER C. HEINRICH, NA, ~..& , 

1 Vice Squad, Police Department. Testimony from SHADLETS~Y ~I 
I as noted above by the County Solicitor developed that S N ' 

is his attorney and that he is allegedly in business witn im .- 1 

\ in the "Bay Sales Corporation; Buddy Shad Sales, n and that he · f 

( II~ i is connected in this business, which~· the alleged manufactlire -,:' /!; · , lYe·; of door~s with S_.AM HYMAN and one FRE- ADDOCK. Spot surveillances--
/ of SHAD .TS de-termined that .he is c sely assqciated with 

SALVATO NA, with alias, ~FBI # 167160B; FREDDIE FINK, FBI 
# 280445; JOE PELUSA DI~local Tampa bolita peddler and 
hoodlum; and SALVATORE J CRENZO, .EBLL5J.3.6Jta~~~.· who is very 
closely associated in tne ANTO TRAFFICANTE group, above. It 
is particularly not~ that SHADLETSKY has a long record for · 
narcotics and that~ANNY LEWIS, New York City PD # B-246389, 
has a conviction for narcotics, and it has been reliably re­
ported that they are setting up in Havana, Cub~ It is noted 
that on telephone checks during this period that these individuals 
have numerous contacts all over the country, and that such in­
dividuals also have contacts ~~th SALVATORE GRANELLO, · FBI # 
2120006, and his partner, GEORGE lEVINE, FBI # 382915, and th4t 
these individuals both have operated for many years in Havana, 
Cuba , and New York City, and are considered big-time hoodlums; 
It is also noted that at this time that in checking ~~O's 
telephone records; there are numerous calls to one S~~5N · 
in Tampa, FJ.orida, and it is particularly noteg at · this time :that 
SAM KLEIN is a brother __ of. GEOR~K:LEIN _.fonner PCI and SAM KLEIN 
has personally advised Special Agen~l1 STEPHEN J o LABADn that he 
is without a doubt ·going to run for 'Sheri.f.f o.f H~~l sborough County 
in 1956 o It is also personally reported by GEOR IN to _;...-~.;-:: . 
Special Agent LABADIE in the past, that he has been close long-. 
time friend with .. his brother of "STRETCH" RUBIN, who is a gambler 
in Havana, Cuba, 'and Miamit Florida,· and who is · closely associated 
with such individuals as' JuNAS BERNARD SCHATTEN, with alias~~FBI 
# 1J08o5B. · r _ 

Bo INDIVIDUAL RACKETEERS AND MOBSTERS 

~~..:f26.99A J ·/(\ 
· ANGE~~DAMI . ~ 
,F.BI No_,_Tl!t8,9P-&$ 

-
JCE BEDAMI is the _ son of ANGELO BEDAMI, and JOE BEDAMI 

is well knotn to Tampa law e~forcement officers as an armed robber 

.. 143 -

--..,.----- --- . . - -- - . - ------...-J 
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