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Transmit the following in --------;;;:;---:---;--;--:--:----;-:-----------ll 
(Type in plain text or code) I 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 1 

Via _________ ~-----~~~~~~~~~~---~1 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) . I 
--~---------------~---~~---------~--------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (29-31889) 
. . . 

FROM: SAC, ~ETROIT (29-1432) (P) 

JAMES RIDDAOFFA; .· . 
DOMINICK EDWARD BARTONE, aka.;·ET AL 
FRA; ITSP; .MF; .FBW;. CONSPIRACY 
(00: DETROIT) 

ReDetel to Bureau and Chicago 1/9/64. 
-

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 4 copies of an LHM for 
· dissemination to the Criminal Division of the Department. 

Two copies of the LHM are enclosed to Memphis, .orie of ~ich 
should be furnished. to WlLTER J. SHERIDAN, Special Consultant 
to the Attorney General, in accordance.w:Lth'the request of 
Department Attorney WILLIAM FRENCH, Detroit. One copy of the 
LHM is enclosed for the informa:tion of Chicago. 
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DE 29-141:32 

FRENCH advised that a summary of the conversation between 
MEISSNER and VERHELLE was dictated by MEISSNER to FRENCH's 
secretary on 1/10/64, while MEISSNER was en route . to the 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport to return to Chicagoo Tb.e · 
transcript of MEISSNER's dictation 'was made available by 
FRENCH for incorporation in the enclosed LHM. 

FRENCH advised that from MEISSNER's conversation with VERHELLE 
it appears possible that a futura meeting between MEISSNER and 
VERHELLE may take placa in Chicago after VERBELLE has contacted 
JAMES RIDDLE HOFFA. FRENCH will maintain contact with 
lliEISSNER .. concer.ni~g any . f~rther developments. · · · 

,. 

- 2 -
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

r ,,--'""\_ 
UNITkO STATES DEPARTMENT OF ';r<JSTICE 

-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Detroit, Michigan 
January 10., 1964 

James Riddle Hoffa; 
DOminick Edward Bartone; 
Et Al ,.,..._ 

on January 10,· 1964, ·:ne:partment.Attorney·William· 
P. ·French of the Criminal -Division madeavailable · a.· typewritten 
transcript of reDi~rks dict·a.ted to Mr. French's secretarf at . 
Detroit, 'Michigan on January 10, 1~64, - ~by Robert c~ Meissner 
concerning a meeting between Mtdssner -a.nd -Joseph F. verlielle· 
at Detroit on January 10, 196~~ Attached hereto is a copy of 
the _above-mm tioned transcript. ·. 

.: : ·~. ~ - . . 

This document contains neither recommendations nor · 
conclusions -of the FBI. It 'is the property· of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it·. a.n~ its contents are not to. be 
distributed outside your agency. 

~ . "> .. .-

·~ . 

r 

.. -- - - -- - - -- - ·- - - - --- ___________ _____v 
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D€ft:roit, Michig~n 
Ja.nua,ey- · 10 , 1964 

Diet~t~d: by~ 
' lt.obc;!ltti ¢. Meissner 

r met Mr-· Joseph Ve.l€helle· at the Detroit ,4thletic 
Club at Mr. Verhel:le•·a · req~t:lst . al; 11:~0 ~.~., Janul;lry 10• 
1964. Mr. Verhelle asked .me to sit with him in the main ­
recept.ion ·llilli ·and ·$tatted. th~ cenve:raation by telling me 
of s0me problems thilt the p·ret,;ent tU;rectors ():f the Public 
Bank 4re elq?~r~~n¢i~g as $ . r4g$Ult: of a ioul:"".PB:g~ memorandum 
which Mr. Ve+hell~. p.re$ented t:o . the Direet'ot~ yestercl(ty. 
The substance .(if. the. ma.tzt~r . was ... that the Public Bank has 
extended a rather u.rius\lal U.ne o~ c:red~t to a bul1dtng 
~prQvem~nt f~~~~ ~ich t®nufac::.tures s<:teen door.s and 
similar itein!h ariel i.e· now· in t:l1Qub1~· fin.anei4lly. Mr. 
verhelle has alerted the- .bank :~~ine~s, Qne of whom ~s 
visiting Mr. VerhE!lle in tletntoit to~y having c0me he:r:e 
frQlll Lansing. I asked. Mr. Ve'r~e:u.~· if be 'Was gotns t ·o 
again tal'e Qvet' . ~he management of ~he PubliQ . ~nk., · ~nd he 
£lta.te(i t~t: h~ p:r:obably wauld .anet felt that most of· the 
present Directors would. be resigning. He stated that the 
. . 

llirectors qo not rep~esent 1!he own~:r:e of the b4nk and that . 
be, Verhelle, did,. Mr. verhelle al.s.o statt:ld he had arranged 
:for iive mi,l,,l,.ion · dollc;lr$ of additional equity ·to be put in 
the bank and hence'·,make the bank 'solvent. 1 asked him;. ''Is 
the money cQmi'QS from J•y?nJ e~.nd be s@.id, "Yes." I s~id, 
"Will that be f:r:om ·the -Pension f\lnd'l", and he .stat~d., "Ye!l, 
i.t WOUld C()mEl through one $f the· fens·ion FundS • n 

I then asked J(r. Verhe'lle i':f he hac.i ¢0n1pleted the 
purchase of ~he banlt t;hat he. tal.d me he w.:i$ . buying i,n our 
telephone. canv~rsa1;ion last week. lle stated that he bad. 
~de the purchas·e an~ -that his sons were making application 
to move ei,.tther one of the tt4"0 bank$ that ~hey now-ewn to 
D.ownt.own l)etroi t. I tried to find out the name of the b~nk 
which '9€1 has just purchased and war:; unsuccessful~ but he 
told me that it Wile ttown nettr· or in wy~ndotte. · · 

After M~. Verhelle and ll talked about Hoffa's 
part1cl.pat:ion in the new banking ppel<ation, I then dsked 
about .Qhattanooga-. Mr. Verhell,.~. told 1Ile that t;he trial 
h4d jqSt. recently been ptoved down tbet"e an4 we discus·sE!d 

fJ~1;5-~i;ir;::J ·c;..:~~~ _\()C)~ 

AA~:~~r/trsR . 
I 

- ·-. ------- ---- · ---· - . __ : __i 
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t:li~ ~"Q~ t~t any tri~l. :tn 1,'ennes.$~e would, be a: tough cne 
but:. that: eett:a:tnly Ho~fa woulfl· nave to. Win the one in 
Tennessee if ~ ~~e<:ted to .QOintl through tn enica.gQ •. We 
talked very $p~Qi!ically about tbe n~ed ~Ql: a. '1fi:~~n in 
Tennessee and s..abseque.ntly a UfiX:' in ~htcago~ ~nd. I $Sl<Q4 
Verll.el.l.e whether :he st.i.ll wa.nt:e4 me to t~ t:o · b~ of l;lny 
assistance tn Tenn~s$ae. ·IU! .sa.ta y•$ and wttnt4eC1 t;() know 
sorae~hing ?bout •t: eould l>e. ~one• 4,nd w~ t~lke<i about the 
fa.et: thi:lt · if anytb!l:ng 1"Jere done it WQ\lltl· ~:ve to be <.i()n¢ 
WilY at the top .Qft the $t~te, talk:l.ng ~peci:E.ie~lly i.J,bout 
Gover-nor ¢lern$ntfl ar1d ()ne of b.;Ls per{:lonal ·asststf;l.nt:s a-nd 
the. :faet tha.t: the pol~ticians in Tennessee wf)re very 
''pt"aetic~1'' peOple. •. want$d to ktl,ow how tn\iC'h 'nl&ney 1 
thought. it wQljl~ cost, 1 t sa~g at l¢$st .$.. qt4~rter of a 
million ~(;}llar$., a.n4 be s~i~ getting $2 or $lP~}i.OOOs i1sono 
pro\;>1¢tn. tte ful:the~· wanted to. know who. woul<l hli.ncile ~hit; 
an&t 1 sM4 l w(Juld $ilnpl:y make an introduction to someone. 
He $t~te4 be felt Hoffa. himself $houltt not fu\nclle~ it, or 
no one who is specifieallya reJiUnatE;!r should hantile. it, and 
it $hould be someone :u .. ke 'b.im:self anci lllter talkect in te~s 
of he, Joe Verhelle, tald.ng eare Qf t:h~ ma,tter on Hofi{l' s 
beh~l.~. 

He ... etr. essecl in the e:onversation the need. fC»r .not 
giving my·name t:QHOffa fll'la Jll$in~ining am's length 
relationships all ~long tb.e l:i.ne. lie 41so Wil:$ concerne1d 
about how he .Jil1-8At m~.et whoever it is t~t the ~:rt:a.ngement 
would be ma4.1e: Witth $nd, on the other ha.no, stat~d that,.. 
''WelLl, t lroow bQw t:o Mtttlle this $ort of th:Lngu, ·.and he 
woul<J a~ange Cit .. ti+ne .IJ.fl¢ pla¢~ wncnte ther.e WoU;ldn·'t b~ 
pl.lblic ·:r:$cot:~ o:fZ their me$.ting, e.te. 

\ 

Tb.en M~. Vetlte1l.e t;4lke.d about tbe fact that 
Jimmy Hofflil WJ~l$.not tn Qhicago t~de.y, a.nd :t.think mentioned 
that ~·· might f).e. ~re in J)etroit ~- Xn any ease, be .ep~eifi®-lly. 
menti.Qtte<l that two o.f the negotiat:ol:'.s we~e he:r:e. in t;)~tx-oit · 
toda.y and he · wou:u.t meet With on$ of them -.net fin'd out when 
he, V'erhe11e •.. $houltl ¢Cline t.o ¢bt¢a.gQ 4l.n4 discuss _the ¢hatta•· 
nooga. s.itW!ltd.an with }lo~fa. and. indicated it would b~ within 
the ne~t thr~e C>X' feu;' .&J,y$. t'h4J,t h$ woqld ca.ll tnEt and 
ll~~nge to tneet with me in Ghi.¢ta,go •. The negotiator who is an 

r 
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.1.\ttorney and a· p~rt o£ the contract negotiating team in 
Qh~cl!lgo, lives. t;hree tioors frQJ.n Mr. v~~hell~ in G.~osae 
t<;)inte; and, a(!cat.4i.ng tp *-'· v~,:ttelle, al•ys lmCiJW$ wh~~e· 
ve~· J:Ltntny Hoffa · ts an<!l what he l$ dQi.ng at . any t:Une and 
that this is the way he wou14 arrange the date. At: another. 

· part in the convelt'ScAtion we· tf:Aolked. about the .fact th$t: ' 
Verhelle ~ld :(ll·scus$ the ~ttanoog4 "fix'' with just 
Hoffa anc.l. the i_ ~op atto~ney "mo 1$ r.ep:rer:Jent.ing ·Hc>ffa in 
wenneesee·, an~ v~rhel.le' $ . (e$cript:L0.tl of thts attorney 
was that he !lis· a man from t:hi.$ (;~.rea, this a.-rea being 
·Detroit:, ~4· b1 a $erttenc:e or tWO ll;lter mentione$!d t:he 
name Haggerty. 1 ~s$\Jme thi.$ tefere back tt> Whic:h of 
these men is th¢ c.lt-tel)rney in Q~l"gca .• 

Then l ta1~ed. to Mr. Ve~hell.e 4\bo\lt the selfish 
rea.~on tb4t t pEir$00.lly wou14 have in want:ing t 'o help . 
Hoffa • which •• to make stn:e that the Welfa.~e ,Und loan 
for the purehas~ qf the Sinclai~ $11 Building in (!hieago 
would .in fact be ~pproved ami stated, on the othe~ ~nd, 
that the two ttidn't nee~ssarily have to t.:l.e in together. 
~hen, momentarily; Mr. Verhe'l1e t:t,ssQmed thelt 1 meant every• 
one on the Welf~re F\lnd Boar(\ should know about. the Uf:Lx" 
i.n Tennessee and we straightened out the fact: that thee)e 
~~uld be privq.te situations. although · a favor in one place 
coul4 be retQ~ed in a.nQther plac;:e. 1 ga.ve Hr. \Terh¢lle 
the financial dat~ regarding the Sinclair Oil Building 
$Ale,. and he .sta~ed th$t he . t,10uld talk to a. <;c;uple of me.n 
on the ~ommittee ana would. be in a pos.ition to mov¢ on 
that matter_ ~s aoon as he got to Qh:leago. 

Mr. verhelle e.~filused. hims~l..f a.nd upon ~etu~ing 
$USS$$te4 that we. go i.nto luneh:; and t opened _ the luncheon 
conve1:sat:ion by asking. if he had seen the AJ!'ticl~ in ~he 
Qleveland. rtewsp&lper about l)eminiok Ba~tone·. He b4d not: 
s·e~n i .t a.nd WC!lS vecy interested: in kno~ng on wh4~ eharge 
Dominick was be-ing jl;liled and seemed very · much r~lieved 
that it was on a prc;i>bation violation. He then tolci .me 
that he, V:el!'hell.e, ha4.been t()lo by someone in the )[ed.~ral 
offic<is in Detroit that Ba:rtone could be convicted on. ·incomE! 
tax vtblatiorto ~parently .this was . s•eone whQ either wa.s 

.r 

.. 3 .. 
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a m~oe~ o£ the· Grana J~t;y o~r: ·g~lm~cteCl with the (;;a:'an4 
JUry~~ '. H~ said he. ~new this· to --b..~ a fact, · 

'then, for JlO .:re~·sorl C\tr: a 11, he t()ld me th~t 
he Mel .1.9$t r~~ently . b()ught a nc;aw hause in Gl:'Qe·s~ Pointe 

- ~r~ the ouilder an'CJ resol<i the ~~u13e to .~. :8\lf~linc;,., . 
wh6m. he identif:i.ed ~$ t;he heaci· .of the T~amster operations 
in D¢tro1t; and h$ did. thi$ aa. a· favor to Bl;lfalino becautiH~ 
of the ~e:str1ictive sale~· iln the Qro.st:~e ~oint-e area. wher~in 
itC1l4~ns .~ - Negroe$ • Jews, ~tc: • . ~-r~ ve:q much cU.scrinlin~ted. 
aga:f,nst and he ~nted to cl() J3uf4·i.i;no a favQr, He Also 
~old 't.lle, ny(lU - know,. th(7!r:e iare 15 Qr 16· of t;he tCJP ·mobsters 
for the who.le cQuntey right her~ · tn J)~troit .- 1;h$y d()n• t 
do f.Ulyt:hintJ here in Det~Qitb\lt do _ thing$ •11 Qverthe 
¢ountry. $orne are pretty close neighbors. of mine. te 

verhelle speeii'ically bt.ought up t ,he f~ct ' t;~t 
it s~eJ.ned inconsistent with 'Nr. Johnson's political pas.t 
that he $h6ulcl 'be lll$~ng State o~ the t)nicri.l- -~p¢eches that 
t:~lk in te~$ o£ saving mone,y anti~ cutting d~~ on graft 
and th:i,$ r:;ort of thing, and s~i&, ''This man. of a1( people 
t:o be t.alkipg li:ke' that." Actually, l~ter at lunch, 
Verhelle etat:~d. thcit a ·company ·thE!t ne,~ Verhelle, e:i,ther 
owns or pArtia_lly f>wns just g~t a cont~act in Washington 
that -over -~ period of five y~:trs :w.Lll :run as high as 
one 'billion d.ollat."s a.nc;t this confrrca.ct did not. ceme.from 
Mc~$-ra bu\: was spec.ifically given by J()}:p;lsot1 · tC> Verhelle'·s 
partner ·:i.n Wa$bingte>rt. H,e ¢all~d 'h.im a man that l:<tve been 
coaching, e>t" -~y;_ma.n that t ,'·ve bee,n co~ching in ·Wc:lshfngton 
.wen.t dir.e·c.tly· to john·son a.no: .)'ohrt$'<:m g~ve the c;.<>nt~l:i,ct to 
us. 

t f.l:sked Mr. Verh~ll¢· Whet:her T+:tsc~l7o ¢ould make 
D9Jlli:ni<;.k keep quiet. He· said·, ''Heck no"; ti~t -~pparently 
it t:Qpk, $omeQll.~ much hig~l: up and inti:Lcate<l'i.'x-:tsc~ro . wa.s 
vel;!y t .ll , and that he 1ooJts tertible and when he saw him, a 
couple ()f weeks ago he wa.$. h~s~ti,Ult ~ven to •.sk Trisca.ro 
how he felt bec~u$e he. loe>ke4 so ba~ .. 

. .Just in general · conv~r$4t.i0t1 _·•· rtecen.t:.ly Wbe,n 
Hoffa gave <l 1;~lk te sr3me bu$inca.$amen ·(as much _as maybe. 
l!lix month$ ago.) he · i.tnpre.ssed thil!l , group o:fi b~s1nesfiJnten,. 

I 

"6-~-'c \~1)9~ J 
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