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Directo_r:, FBI (-9-2-cs286-~· 
- c.__......--- -

DATE: 

VERNMENT 

March 12, 1958 · 

lilf~NTIA( 
{)') ,M/ 

Reference Hav'ana letters dated January 14, 1958, 
December 13, 1957. 

There is set forth below additional information 

\ 
! 

which has been developed concerning the activ~ties of Ameri- ~ 

can gamblers in Havana since the submission of referfr.~~~-.~~~J~ j 
letters.~ p.- . . ~ - -i !"' · ii~ ~...... <" 

C\ ~ &. ~:, ; .. -• , , ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ,. )A 
~ ..... ~ - • ... -:~- -..-.:..~0..- a · fC'~\~ \\ , .. ~- "u. ,.;.'f-- ·• f:: · -a:s ii:m::,?"s"":tn~--<::'>p~€1ra~-i~o~ .. · - · 1 Re~son0; Re~\ew .. v ... ~-}..J; qr\ _ _

1 
'\.·.·._ w_ i~l!;:l_l.;!~l_a:T~ ' __ s:-_cas ill? . }'·;;JY-a; • " 
J Hotel Naci'onaT '""' ·- 'r'l ,·;,_ I -· • 

~ ~,, ~:::o:s~/~~=~~fi~,~~~~~s;:~a~s:&, i~~!:l~~~~~ce 
: l .~op _,!Loo~lum.dY-9y~r;s~e<;.~t. ~hd~b Of!.eS ... Ar.. .... 1 • OUO nC __ sKE. __ !JR. f __ th_ peh_9.~_E.tp_o. int ~-11_~-tc""'-"':""'·--

!.~:.'-.....,.~1·~· '-f -·- - r C:f£}.__QntL an

00
~s ~as~-1~-~~---¥,. ~-- - :v- ,---~--~- W o as an 1n eres 1n 

the casino. All.-/ -- r 
1:1 - ,rv-"\, -\ . . _'v 0\_ £:, ,1 

M -.... On February 5, 1958, PCI GOFFREDO CELLfN't _(conceal), 
i_ Q who is emP\_9yed in the casino at .the. Hotel Nac. ional, .. . a.· dv.i. sed . 
~ ·~ that GEORG~ADLOW, an old ~~~9-~!~~~-2± MEYER _an<;l JAKE 7J,A.N.S..IP[, _. 

~ was in Hava:na staying at the Hotel Nacional and f ,requenting 
· ~ ~' the casino thereo On February 27, 1958, PC! CELLINI advised 

~ ~ that JAKE LANSKY~~d SA1~~?CKER had been visited on that date 
'~oj! by General IVIANUE~~ENITE~~VALDES, a Cuban Senator E-.Ed fo~ 

.() .. ~Chief of Police in Cubao General BENITEZ in~- ated that he 1 
~ .. \ti \vas~-~i-~nry:-=:rnaiifnaiit""''"'"o~er the treatment MEYER~ NSKY had. been'·.-_:.;;,!, 

~- ~~ rece1 v1ng, and he cons1ders MEYER LANSKY to b~ a good fr1end '.'-<-~ . 
··.>; d one of the few gentlemen in the gambling professiono He "' 

ndicated he would do everything in his power to put his sup-
Jj_l rt behind a movement to return MEYER LANSKY to Cuba. He 
~~ ~i ated he intended to publish an open letter in both the 
.j.-- fll'( \! English and Spanish la:Q:~~a_gia!VtleM13P!a!Pielt"$1:.:11~ Havana in the jJl 
u >-~ immed~Jli~1!future indicating~h~s ._ sf~ort for MEYER LANSKY.~ 

~ '\f 6 ~~H~n~AI ort ~t~ ~f I~ a bW .28 r1 ·- ~ j~ I 7 ~ ~,~ I 0 ,.· I 
~~;: . . l:fEC,O~I:.Ot!Ell:Y! r~12011 b .j~J = -= . 
~ ! 12 - Bureau -:J- .£-AJIJ 9.r-fr. b ~· ~ ·r; .. ~\~ ;~ 1 
cc , 1 - Havana . t\t\ .,~·. , M f'~ . N K ~· ~~\( . ~~ .u .. ti . DJH: lg I . ~ fl . I . . it) . • ~~\\ '\' 

I ')._,.· ~- .. ·· .. · (13). ~ - (1.;-f.Q . · ~ ~.J .. ~U. ""~· \ .. · 
I ··' ·: - · ~' <;t (,.. ? f ·1 . . . " 

I ,) 1 M/\t' ~ ~ 'II u ;.: _, · .~ ' ('y v-7··· ·· ... 
""' UU c · . l'./([ 1 
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.!!.\~.•;. f.~.,; . I~ .. ~~~~fl.' . 
Havana 64-153 .. ,~--- i·>J~-l-' 1~/ ;:_·_1 ~--~(\t\~."/; 1\~~ \ \P~?l2/58 

. :., t':?i.!Yi a ·~ r ~w \"~ r \ \.. -
J . Source informed.'ihat -:·iinmediately p · ~r to the- con-
~- [versation wit.h JAWsKE l.J\NSKY and SAM T_-q.cKER, BENITEZ:.indicated_.~ 

. ' .. ~ .. had. been in conf. e· ence concernin~LJ'the matter with SANTO 
~- )("..!..MFF:IQ!\_l\l"'f~.~and Jo· hSILESI, wa., J~1vers.<1f0~ -
i' !\ '\ l . ' ' \ v;t~. \ The English language and Spanish language newspapers 

~- · i>· of. Sunday, March 2, 1958, carried an open let,ter from General 
j(.' \.l:-- ' BE~ITEZ supporting-~ the return of MEYER LANSKY to Cuba. 
"v /b .-~ k ~// .. d 

;~·.·_;. I ~t::r:0:3~~::::: :::::~:::::d that_DIN2_ · 

~~LIN:t_,, who a..S~S. ... J!!L -~~l±991-:. }?o~§ .. . al~th~ .1!9~.€!-~-}~~:yatl~ ~iviE?f'a 
! 'casino, -continues to operate a -scho.ol for Cuban dealers. Source 

sa4<1-lrhe ~chool is located in the Ainbar Motors Buil~ at C 1 23rd and Infanta Street_s, Havana~ Telephone U-8781~ ~) -~~-

On February 4, 1958, Tirvi ~LL, Reservations M~na er, 
Hotel Nacional, confidentially advi:s~d that HARRY ancl_J?. T~-" . ITH, 
part-owners of the Ho:tel Havana Riv-\Lera and -BeTievea·-to 'eor·--;..,·· ' 

,~ Jewish-·extractl.Oi1;--are"'l\vo"'J5Fo~tfie~s~·wncr~had made a great deal ~Jt h, ·~. 
of -money .. ·duri•n-g·:.p.rohi-bit-ion ·days ruhning a number of "drinking '"-.,,.._J 'i 

joints" in Toronto, -~anada~1 which were almost continually filled "' .. ·( 
with Americans who came across from the United States to get \ 
drunko He informed that they owned the Prince George Hotel in 
Toront;P. He said he had heard that they had made such a great 
deal of money in Canada that they desired to~de the fact by 
investing some of it in the Havana Riviera, -r'Y ~ ·. 

On March 10, 1958, Assistant Manager NEIL WALSH, 
Hotel Havana Rivier~~~nfidentially advised that he had as­
cert. ain. ed.. fr_ om_ T_Ol\·1-~.N,kU!NAN, an eJnp).oyee J11 . .t:Pe_,_~sino at 
the .. g~~~:qa. ~R:i v.:i,E?;r.~, a:n\1 brother of the famous Te~~uinan, that 
the following individuy.l~ have some "pointsn in the Havana 
Riviera casino:~~ . 

MEYER LANSKY 
HARRY SMITH / 

"DUST'i'i'· TERS 
..._ EDWARD VINSON 

BEN SMI '}J. . · ~ 

IRVI~ "NIGGIE".l, EVINE \ , --~ 
ED~IE~ORREO U" ' . . { ."..,.. ·•••"'""'~· -r-' . i • ~f"'~ 
BEN, ~nm ( t)v ...... """ 
"RUDY'' J¥0RNOCK · v~~;,.<"'__.~, .. ·' 

-DINO CELLINI 

----~ 

~~-~\:-~ .,\\)~ ~ \ 
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I 
j 

.CONF~~Tl:11j 
'~·----------------------------~------------------------------·~· ~~~--'~-~-~--~--/~· 
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Havana 64-153 1\\'¥Jrrl\~~~i . ~t 3/12/58 · ·. : ·· ~r .. ~J · OONF~~NT\Ar 
On February 3, 1958, NICHOLAS DI COSTANZO, wa. "Fat 

The Butch", advised that he is an "old Yonkers boy" and that 
he was born in Italy. He said that he has three children -
a son who is a graduate of Holy Cross and Georgetown Law 
School and who recently passed the bar in the District of 
Columbia and in New York, a daughter who is a graduate of 
the College of New Rochelle in New York, and another daughter 
who is presently attending Marymount College in New Yorko 
He informed that his son wi1~ handle legal work for him con­
cerning interests he owns in Florida and New York. He indi­
cated he had purchased a substantial amount of real estate 
in those areas during World War II which had increased greatly 
in value. He furnished a calling card in the name of "DI 
COSTANZO HOLDING co·., 537 South Broadway~ Yonkers 5, N. Y;. ~ 
Telephone Yonkers 5~3800." This card . shows NICHOLAS DI 
COSTANZO as Presi~;~ and indicates a residence telephone 
of Yonkers 3-5325~1 COSTANZO indicated that a certain 
number of points i~:~ ~'ri . Cfisino . o.pera~i. o.n. _.· ar_ e. being 
held open for GEORG)'r\FT~ \:;~~-~-~- -j:-!_ (.!d~iLkb.._,.,." 

· On Feb~r y 13, 1958_, 1jPCI OSCAR LOPE~~DRIGUEZ 
advised that NA .' RRIS, LARR~NOW ~ and MARBI~RAUSE all 
have points in t casino of t11·e Hotel Capri. V C . h 

. 1.1;_,:) C.•\ 
. . --· 

On February 26, 1958, TED SCOTT, writer for the 
"Havana.jgst 11

, advised that on the preceding evening he had ,-· 
seen JlJjii'[V'lORRIS of the International Boxing Commis_§_:!-_op. and ( &

1 
: 

. \ 

SANTO TRAFFICANTE conversing"to'getlfeir=a:t - the -·Ho·t -el Capri ' · _' · . · ; 
gambling casino. This information was conJirmed on the "'~ 
same date by PCI OSCAR LOPEZ RODRIGUEZ • .../ 

I 

\ 

I 
I 

I 
I 

On the same date another source advised that the 1 

~;!i~;~~f .. :}fi~~~~!~·g~~~t~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!~~~.i!!~~~- { 
--~ RR;~BROOKS, form~i¥~fQ.Cleveland and a for~r ~--- ·I 

)i'_'· associ_~~- e~£!J.!lQ!~Y COHEN; ~ -
1 

.. )) 

J~~~~~~k; ·-- ·-- --~ ffJ ~ 
H~~~L~; . 
MATT~ 1\ROWN. kJV l 

~t~avana· Hi·lt·onj rp} I 

I On F~~ruary 18, . 1958, RAL;~UST and CALVIN "TOMMY" . / 
\ 1, ~~~~~.? former dealers in Las Vegas, "~:ti~da,~'~v:fsea-~ifl1a't"' '" - I '· ~-r "'tney nad come to Havana at the request ,of Ct'lF.r,'N!ONES 1 fo_!mer I 

Lt~ Governor of Nevada, to work in the casino at the Havana~~A~ ! 
-- ~-- .. -·- - - - -,~~-- ..... _, .. _ . ~~\)~t--\~~~\ LJ:,~ "I 

NF~. E~N-T'~I\ . I . . !wir_-d 
~------------------~----------------------------------~----~----------~·- _'_·_" _·_. _· ____ ~1 
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