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• UNITED STATE\~/!OVERNMENT " 

TO Dlirector, FBI 

~PROM 
(92•2989r·· DATE: ~ - 11/17/58 
/:::()_)(!'tit ~Vi A\AA

1
H- \VA"''\ 11{~)\ !f.\ ,-

- .. " I ·. 
· SAC, Salt Lake City (92-84) ~ . 1 

. /' ,([_[ INFODM ~ r:• '" ', . . i 

\-

suBJECT: ~MERICAN GAMBLING ACTIVITIES IN ' cuBA HEflEiN /;~,;g; _~ -.fON CONTA!Ndn 
ANTI-RAcKETEERING · D.An / v v :wLLASSJcl£D ~Ju I 

/ . . . : - --· . . ~ ~.,: t' z..,. I I 
.. ~z~, -~ , !.-:~!L.l.!--- /-f;q7 ... _Y£t~~J-n..J 
-' ' _ ' JOH.N (SLIM~, who l.S bel.ng develope(if by the {;/~ 

Salt Lake City offiCe~ a PC,I ., ·and whose identity should be f,'y S4di. 
protected, was contacted on ll/6/58o He owns the Ewing Manu- ~ 1~ 
facturing Company, Las Vegas, which company makes and installs Jl~tJ 
locks and other safety mechanisms on all types of gambling . j 
deviceso · He installs. this equipment for most of the casinosF: 
in Las Vegas .and he is well acquainted with gambling. fig11res 
in this area. 

' i .. . 

EWING -stated he .had njust returned" from a trip to 
Havana, Cuba, where he was shown around for '.'a few daysu by 
JAKE LANSKY. (LANSKY is a Miami Top Hoodlum •. ) He said LANSKY 
has an interest in the Riviera Hotel in Havana, and spends 
most of his . time in ' Cuba;. \'. 

' . . ' . . : . , . . . ~. . . , . ' . ' I 

Regarding the slat machine operation in that country 
he stated the gavei."riment gets 30 % of the take fram the slot 
machines and government agents carry the keys., There was also 
a 30% import on machines going into Cuba until a short time agao , \! 
Recently a law !as passed prohibiting the ~mport ' in,to the coun.- . f'( .. · 
try of any machl.nes. The_ reason behind thl.s, according to EWING:,:: · . 
was that the gambling figures in Havana had "more or less" given"'J< 
the Tropicana Hotel to the government group that controls · gamblifl"g:~':U 
This was to keep them happy and keep the pressure off the other ~JlJ 
places. The Tropicana had all three-wheel machines. The Hilton~ 
Hotei started to ship in some four-wheel machines and these were 
drawing business away from the Tropicana. Consequently the 
brother-in-law of the president af Cuba, who is spokesman for . 
the government group, arranged for passage of th.e restdctive TJ. . 
import law. . , ' - · • · 

. . 0v~~ . 
·. EWING said he talked to RAUL~ONZALEs-;-WiiO'Is· Business 

4gent of the Hilton Hotel and~has a 5% interest in the Hotel. 
GONZALES contracted with EWING '-~o makeLequipment for thirty 

.. ; _., 

four-wheel machines. He .was instructed ~~&~l~~t~J~~~:ces to 

Bureau 11011 So - I -~I ;/J :-; -Jt" · · __, r t .~ ! -1· · . ~·1 , ,. 'o 
{2 Legal Attache, VH~i~~) -v . i-~ Q, I/.~-.~~-~'{,/ i::·.v.:_\(,t.Ji''-~ ' -·>!.i '" -1~ 

- Miami 1/f~,r::':J, o) ~t:'tl} )'VI M J \/'7. ~/I lJ., ·.24 :NO~ )kf i956 1 
I ~ Salt Lake Gi;tv_c, 1·:·.· 1 , . 
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the company 9 s Miami Officeo GONZALES said he was getting in 
. . . thirty new machines from the,ennings Man':l·fac.:tur-ing-Comp_~ny in 
~~-~c~gp~ EWING asked him ho he was gett1ng around the 1mport 

law and GONZALES stated this law "is for the peonso" 

EWING stated the owners of the Hilton Hotel tried to 
persuade him to come to Havana and set up ~ factory to manu­
facture slot machineso He said he is not going to set up this 
plant because of the unsettled political situation in CUbao 
He said he did line up a few contracts and may make some equip­
ment in addition to the thirty devices ordered by the Hilton. 

EWING said gove~nment official~ from the collectors 
on up are getting "tat" from Havana gambling and he l.s convinced 
that as soon as they learn enough to run the show themselves, 
they will ktk everyone else out of the country .• 
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