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’_ ,Will conduct investigation requested in Pittsburgh airtel dated :7
v 9/22/59, concerning the possible identification of . JOE: MEROLA by .
“ * CHARLES 'F. SMITH. &nd interviewswith LOUISSLEVINE, FRANCES g =, e .
LUTTERMAN and MARSHA ‘BERSTEIN, R A, ;7’ i
N . MARATHON LA, i_;<j";“f{L~‘\'af ”f~(.~;;,:f4"};;lj .
’ffilny,will dlsplay SAM MANNARINO'S photograph to GEORGE E ALFORD
* . Tarpon Lodge.Motel, to determine whether MANNARINO could be . -h ;“&
: "identical with (FNU MARINO) rather than. WILLIAM SAMS e ;

* *HNEWARK ff .‘T.-ﬁ'ﬁff';""_ T";wi§fi';‘,',ﬂ~ FQ}Q¢%_>}J~3’*_3w,.1‘”',
. arowow, N7 DA e S S
'7a\ﬁwlll conduct investigation requested in Pittsburgh-airtel
. dated 9/22/59, relating to interview of CHARLES COLLE and -~
L the possibility.of his being in contact w1th SAM MANNARINO o T
LA IR | Washington, D. G s, in October,: 1958, to purchase lrs Ay m el
8, weapons stolen‘from the Ohio National -Guard Armory.k SIELE
. ,(_;5NEW YORK » }':;i.:-“};'fz;,,_~f_:[ju\, AT
‘[f‘f"f{ : AT BROOKLYN N.o¥L 'ji f’§7' fglef‘*i’f

\ . : .\"-.

'@ Will identify the Tarpon Lodge Motel olewk who registered

- MARINO and display SAM MANNARINO's photograph for his possiblehgjffp ”

A'Qidentification.’

. ';For background information concerning WILLIAM SAMSA Miami ff .
o should refer to cover pagesJ'and Ke iff.‘ - o

L ;;*7W111 re-contact ARNOID RAYBER fo¥ any information he may -

. -‘have;received concerning the location of the. weapons from
' _the Natiohal Guard Armory.h RN S e

_—
/

T
~/ "1 .- Chicago (Info)(52 3498)

., ' -l -"Jacksonville -(Info)(52-125)"
o3 3= Loy Angeles(Info)(52-75%§

' 3 - Miami “(52= 3290)

- Newark (52-3663)
~Washington- Field (52- 5619)
tﬁPittsburgh (52~ 1687) i

-3
2
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'“New York (52 5814) ; ‘i";f o

| DocId:32332068 Page 2



b 5

) ﬁ?'<:>.771 . aad \. (wj ~pﬂ]
.Jl - K " y > ?/’ ,

“iPe 52 1687 rokf % ‘ | ] .
WASHINGTON FIELD i Affe_?< R R A :
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1, Will as. requested in’ Pittsburgh airtel dated. 9/22/59, identify s

’fxsubscrmber to Washington, D. C.. telephone number ST 3-5454 ./
'(Reservation Department) ‘called from|SAM MANNARINO's private M‘-i

" -of MANNARINO's photograph at the Mayflower,. Sheraton-Carlton,s,ﬁpjfV@;:.
. Willard® and-Wardman Park Hotels.» wWill rev1ew ‘the ‘above - L I G ] ST

~hotel registration records for the possibility of & registra~ S
- tion by SAM MANNARINO under- the aliases S MARINO SAM BOTTI,;;ﬁj;-"

. PITTSBURGH }-g,z_\;-_f,ig»i, oo

i3Will malntain{close contact with PCI FRANCIS LA’ CAMERA for
' 1add1tiona1 information as to, the 1den+1ties of the men who
' jpulled the Canton Armory job G H %R iy ‘

‘A;jHotel ‘Miami- Beach Fla., on 11/3/58~

e ??EQT Will consider interV1ewing SAM MANNARINO when and if
» Miami, is; able. to p031tively establish his. presence at the
‘Sea-Gull Hotel under the alias SAL ‘MANN' during- the" period

l~lo/24/58 to 11/7/58 in contact with other co-conspirators‘(ﬁh$:;.jéenw

-;l;' Will identify and consider interviewing local subscribers f;“;i‘f?f
tcalled from the Sea Gull Hotel byﬁmr, and Mrs. WILLIAM SAMS " £
© 2w . U . COVER. PAGE R . >
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Y Will conduct additional investigation requested in 5'?ﬂ“t”f¥}rf,ffff

A

.business phone in New Kensington on 10/17/58

- [T ‘.\\«‘-J'.

Pittsburgh airtel dated 9/22/59, relating “to 'the displaying

SAM BIOTTI or SAL MANN, - - . LT

AT WEST MIDDLESEX PA (MERCER COUNTY)

AT NEW KENSINGTON PA (WESTMORELAND COUNTY)

R will consider interviewing FRANK GUZ; 168 Seventh ieiﬁ~”“77”7¢"
\Extension, ‘to determine if possible why he was - called by

SAM-MANNARINO . under ‘the name. SAL MANN from the Sea Gull

AT PITTSBURGH, PA. (ALLEGHENY COUNTY) '-_”f,ppﬂg,;g}f,ﬂ e

1 1
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- 0n. September 26-r 1958 RAYBER contacted Special Investigator =
‘- KALES to Teport that a. ‘representative of Cuban .reévolutionary E g
- ..leader JOSE ALEMAN requested: RAYBER t6' ‘meet with a leader. of . 'vﬂjj~_g
. the Mafia named JOSEPH-MEROLA, -Several days later ‘RAYBER met R
- with MEROLA and two Cubans in an' apartment in. the vicinity: of jijf

138th st., and Riverside Drive, New York, N, Y. During the 45”j¢1~'f

‘h ad that he was interestediin 'purchasing - large quantities of R

'jhad been responsible for supplying over a millon dollars *~;v i

t-RONALD MOSS Special Investigator, Alcohol and Tobacco Division, o matn
,;'New ‘York City, on August 5, 1959, advised that Special - - =~ . = 7 .
. Investigator RUDOLPH KALES conducted an investigation in SR
-September, 1958, concerning an attempt by MEROLA- to purchase
-, firearms from an Alcohol and Tobacco -Tax Division informant £ 5
~whom he identified as ARNOLD RAYBER, a Brooklyn, N Y.,,ﬁgiwt t/t.\

' d

Egun dealer.

T

‘meeting MEROLA pointed out- that he'was- associated with: ALEMAN
firearms including machine: .guns, - -MEROLA told RAYBER- that he },*',Qlﬁyf

-worth of arms- during-the Cuban rebellion and that he and his’ N

"*-ggfrom the revolutionary government

. -on’” the basis of this information the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax

aDivision temporarily loaned RAYBER a’ ‘humber of confiscated

g jweapons in order that .he would have a- representative ‘stock"’
_to show to MEROLA, On.October 6, 1958, RAYBER reported to -

f;RAYBER on August 10 1959, was interviewed by Special Agents
~Jofthe FBI in New York City. During this interview he.: -

“'stuff" . for him, MEROLA alse

assoclates anticipated extensive gambling concessions in Cuba

.KALES that MEROLA had been to Canada and Miami the previous Z“gﬁqf.w:
week reportedly in connection with some arms. deal and had | BT
requested RAYBER to accumulate a ‘large: pile of American = s

61d -RAYBER™ at’ that ‘time" that e g B T
he . would have to- postpone ‘any purchase of' ‘arms. since the - - L

'*';Miami area was- swarming with FBI Agents 1ooking for stolen g’ —_ ‘
~weapons. TR R 3 : ' g o o B

4 e 8 ‘ . . 5 3 f
X ( - -t

confirmed the foregoing information and positively identified

a photograph of JOSEPH MEROLA, - although he could not identify

a photograph of Pittsburgh national top hoodlum SAM ;— T
PR ZCOVER"}'EA,GE
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;%DunId:SQBSEDEB Page 4



B PG 52 1087 N AT - ” S

= * ” ” - § B
_/ \

T MANNARINO RAYBER pointed out: that about one month after
;f MEROLA: contacted ‘him he (RAYBER) was contatted by CHARLES
. 2 COLLE, operator of. the" Millville Ordinance Co., -in°® Union,
i ., - N J.; who said ‘he knew where alot of M-1 rifles could be .
P purchased, - COLLE ‘told RAYBER that the rifiles were hot and '
o : Were part of the loot-1lifted from the Canton Armory job;in -
Ohio. ~COLLE also mentionéd %hat -the: person who had the: -
- guns from ,the Canton Armory wanted to get rid ‘of them and
“that in? ‘order to purchase the guns it would be- nece§gary
“;utc meet the ‘seller-in: Washington, D, €. and: from there
g0 to the location where the guns were stored., RAYBER
‘emphaSized that he had no information ‘about. the location
" of the guns but pointed out ‘that-he had told the Alcohol
‘and Tobacco” Tax Division about COLLE but nothing further
materialized Q< SRR oo 5

The Newark Office was. then requested to interview COLLE
regarding the weapons stolen. from the National Guard
Armory Canton, without compromising RAYBER.;.:

‘gl The Newark Office on August 19, 1959, described CHAHLES

" COLLE, owner and operator of Millville Weapons- Corporation,,fds

as an untrustworthy person on the ‘basis of previous inter=-- vn_“

 views ' with him on ‘matters not relating to this- investigation.
, Newark pointed out.- that although COLLE"was. not hostile. during
',»' preV1ous interviews that he had expressed  some. disfavor40ver
' the large number ‘of Federal- investigators whom he claimd” -

_continually interview. him and’ occupy his valuable time.ri.i-
"Newark also ‘quoted COLLE - as ‘saying -that he: would never
. infoérm on -anyone’ except to protect. ‘himself or--as would be-
o required,by law ‘applying to firearms dea]ers. In conclusion
N Newark recommended against an interview-yith COLLE in this .

- case on the basis of his unreliability and also because of the N

possibility of disclosing'RAYBER as. an Alcohol and Tobacco Tax
Division informant ] e . ek _h&v_‘ “, e LA es e

. RS
.~\ .

..if On September'22 1959, Pittsburgh requested the New York Office g

~to re-contact RAYBER. to determine whether COLLE gave RAYBER
seller of the Canton Armory weapons in Washington, D C The

T O o ';,‘ y H -"'g
SV RE COVER PAGE
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“any -indication that’ he followed’ through on the meeting with the =~

b N
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Q airport in- Washington D G "1, R ST AR T g,
e The Pittsburgh Office on September 22 1959, requested

, Washington, D C.““1;K S L R Tl S e ;: r‘L"('fﬁ

- cover ‘airline fare and hotel accomodations for the doctor’ -~‘=A Cmge

PG 52 1687 L LI R LT T P Ty
New York Office ‘on October 6 1959, re contacted RAYBER and
determined that RAYBER claimed ‘he" had: no, reason’ to doubt: that
- COLLE ‘intended - to make the -trip to- Washington, D. C., to. meet
_the seller. of the weapons.- RAYBER pointed out that COLLE ‘
wanted him to,go to Washington -to" meet the seller but after :
. RAYBER declined COLLE did not indicate whether he followed -

- through on ‘the- deal.. RAYBER said . that about one -month after

" COLLE discussed. the- trip to Wwashington, “he (COLLE) mentioned
that ~he had lost contact with the’ people who had the arms. .
"RAYBER-dlso remembered that ‘at .the time the trip to g ERLLS
Washington, was: discussed COLLF was. -to have riade a telephone . "
call (person unknown) and then. the meeting would be held at- o T

o #i :

Newark to interview COLLE regarding the Canton. Armory

weapons ‘and 'the. proposed meeting-at Washington, D. C. s-/~~ﬁ);,a = ey
Considerablé background information was furnished”fo the . . . ' "
‘Newark Office pointing.to the. possibility that COLLE’ could Y E LR
have met . Pittsburgh national top hoodlum SAM MANNARINO in o (

A

DR LOUIS C PESSOLANO MIAMI SPRINGS FLORIDA

,By letter’dated July 9, 1959, the Bureau was furnished back—-~jf“,:.n
. ground information concerning’ Dr. PESSOLANO and the part he: .5 " = -
played Ain the gun- running conspiracy. . It was. pointed’out“ o R
‘that-Pr.s PESSOLANO had furnished valuable information which I

"resulted in the indictment of several co- conspirators in

'this case'and could ‘place national. top hoodlum SAM. - IS
MANNARINO "in the "conspiracy but was afraid to ‘do so because of T

‘his fear of being assassinated by/the MANNARINO mob.  On the . . = @
.basis that Dr. PESSOLANO was: 4in an. awkward: position of facing R o
a ‘perjury indictment and’ possible disgrace in the.medical _',»fn |
profession because .of" his" connection with' this ‘case, the - .- . PaTe X
Bureau was requested to authorize the expenditure of $l60 to -

to ‘travel to Pittsburgh where he would berinterviewed by Agents

o of the Pittsburgh office. SR e T Sl

o By airtel dated July 16 1959 the Bureau authorized Pittsburgh

o ,\’ .

" to provide for. travel and expenses ‘0f Dr. PESSOLANO where he.
- would be interviewed in an effort to place MANNARINO in. the

conspiracy. I _ K - T - o i"; |
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