
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


AGENCY : NARA 

JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM 
IDENTIFICATION FORM 

RECORD NUMBER : 176-10036-10369 
RECORD SERIES : National Security Files: William H. Brubeck 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER : 

ORIGINATOR : NUFK 
FROM: 

TO: 
TITLE : John F. Kennedy document Control Record 
DATE: 

PAGES : 9 
SUBJECTS : 

DOCUMENT TYPE : 
CLASSIFICATION : 

RESTRICTIONS : 
CURRENT STATUS : 

DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 9/10/2000 
OPENING CRITERIA : 

COMMENTS : National Security Files, Box 382: Congo 12/62. Box 3. 

NW 49061 Docld:32626852 Page 1 



... -' TOp SECRE'l'/NOFORN/sENsiTIVE 

CONGO OPEMTION 

US . :Mill ta.r;r t1ni t 1n SupPOrt of UNOC 

Basic Considerations 

·1. This annex is predicated on the assumption that the US Vill 

provide US mill tary forces 1n support of the UNOC as an expression of 

US intent to unde.rtlrite, as necessary, UN objectives in respect to the 
-:z:t...L 

Republic of/\ Congo. 

2. 'l'he lJ8 obJective 1s1 b,y inSertion of US pow~r, to 1prevent an 

increase in Soviet Bloc influence in the Congo, to re1n:tegrate Katanga1 

and to strengthen and mBintain a moderate and effective government in 

Leopold ville. 

3. A US decision to place in the Congo n0v a limited and discl'iminate 

us milita.r.f .J'Q~e voul.d support Emd might well achieve this obJective • 
... , ..... ··· " . 

This force should be adequate both to shaw the US and Ul'f flag, and to 

accom,pllsb, s~ and ef'teoti vely'1 the mill tar;y tasks Which might arise. 

The moat demanding military contingency that lldgbt arise is U Tshombe were 

to elect to initiate military action. Should this contingency develop, 

the UNOC should be able to achieve rapid and eoaq»lete dcmrfnation of the 

air over the area of opa:rat1ons. 'l'his would both facilitate UN ground 

operations in Ka~ and serve as a deterrent to outside intervention. 

4. The us force deployed into the Conso should be positioned in the 

Katanga Province where it ldll be a positive and Visible eVidence to 'i'shombe 

of the US determination to support the United Nations. Onl3 Kamtna e.nd 
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Elisabethville airfields., 1n Ka:tanga.1 have runw.ys of sufficient length 

to support US air operations~ Of these two, Kamina is better able to 

support air log:Lstic movements because of its greater runwy load capacity 

and closer prox:SD'da1ty to logistic support from the Leopoldville area. 

5· The Ka.ta.nga. air force is estimated to consist of the following: 

Jet -
Vampire fighters 

Fouga Magister fighter-trainers 

Conventional: . 

AT-6 trainers 

Helicopters 

Transports 

l possible, as ~ as 
6 reported 

7 confirmedJ 10·12 possibJ 

1·2 

18-27 assorted types 

TAB A contains combat characteristics of combat aircraft. 

COMPOSMOB OF US MILITARY ELEMENT 

1. A llmi ted US tactical a.ir force could acconwlish the shov of 

force mission• · Considering the Kata.nga air capability, such a f'orce 

could also accomplish the destruction of ·this capabill ty. A composite 

air strike un1 t of the following aircraft is considered appropriate: 

8 F·lOO fighter aircraft 

2 RF-101 reconnaissance aircraft 

Combat . chal:acteristics of the F-100 are shown in Tab B. The personnel 

involved in this unit, will approx1ma:tee3QO. Prelimii&ry estiD*tea of air 

strike un1 t deployment requirements arEit at 'l'ab c. 

2 
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2. Deployment of the Composite Air Strike Unit to the Congo will 

require that adequate ground control, security communications and other 

support personnel be provided. The strength of such a force will approxi .. 

mate 6oo personnel. In the deployment of this force it is assumed that 

UNOC ground forces now in the Congo will provide tactical security and 

are adequate to cope with the threat posed by Katanga.n gendarmerie to 

the air ba.se where the US forees are deployed. 

3· It is estimated that the total forces contemplated could be 

positioned at Kam1 na Air Base in the Congo within 48 to 72 hours a:.f'ter 

the order for their deployment is issued. Total air lift requirements 

tor the necessary ground support personnel and equipment are estimated 

to be about 4o transport aircraft. The deployment of this force can be 

accomplished via Adana, Turkey thence via Aden to Kam1 na or Wheelus 1 

Tripoli thence via Leopoldville to Ka.m1 na (Tab D) • 

Capabilities 

1. The foregoing composite air strike foree1 operating either alone 

or in conjunction with other tm air forces ( 6 to 8 combat airera:ft) 

possesses . the capa.bill ty to accomplish the fol.low1ng tasks: 

a.. To demonstrate UB presence. 

b. To provide limited air defense for Kam1na. and Blisabethville 

against the Kata.nsa. air torees. A tu~ effective air defense system· 

would require considerable personnel and equipment not va.rmnted under 

the current situation. 

3, 
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c. To destroy the Katange. a.ir force in the air and on the grolln!i. 

d. To interdict the established routes of communication into 

Elisabeth~ • 

e • To provide limited air cover for the movement of UN forces. 

2. If the situation should dateriorate to the degree that the 

accomplishment of the UN objectives is in Jeoparoy, additional force 

bu.ild•up could be accomplished 1ncremental.ly up to the sca.le eo~temPlated 

in CIN~"'fr contingency plans. This might include an airborne task force 

ot tvo battle groups 1 portion of a Marine Division/lUng Tealli, a carrier 

task force, two tactical fighter squadrons, and a composite reconnaissance 

squadron Vi th an add1 tional A.'J;rq d1 vision and the reminder of the Marine 

J)ivision/Wing Team on call. 

Logistic Support 

l. Support for the forces proposed for deployment vill be p:rovided 

b;y air lines ot communication from CONUS. 

2. The maJor logistic requirement tor support of the forces is POL. 

Direct ground refueling of eisht F-100 aircl'aft flying two sorties per 

day can be ·accomplished by four KC•l35 tanker aircmft shuttling between 

Leopol4v1lle and Kamina. Alternatively, ten c-124 sorties daily carrying 

POL 1n drums from Leopoldville to Kam1na will sUpport these aircraft. 

Command Control 

l~ These opemtions would be conducted under the opemtional control 

of CINCLADT. through the commandiJr of the US unit in the Congo. For ttiS 

purpose a US joint task force will be organized· for support of the tmoC. 

Air missions tdll be flown at the . request of the UNOC ComnMder but the 

us commander vill decide whether to fly each mission in accol"dance vi th 

TDP SfGRfT 
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his terms ot reference and the us-approved rules of ~gement. 'rhia 

would be a command control arrangement similar to the existing Sta.te·JCS 

arrangements for USAF transport a.ircraft flying on intm•Congo missions 

in support of UNOC. 

2. CIBCLANT is developing detailed operational plans in accordance 

vith the broad concepts outlined herein. 

5 
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TOP . SECRE'l'/NOFORN/aENSITIVE 

TAB A 

FOREIGN AIRCMFT ~ORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS 

1. FOUGA l~GISTER (FRANCE) 

a. Light two seat turbojet monoplane. 

b• Amament two 7•5mm machine guna1 tour 55 lb air·to-surf'ace 

rockets or one SS-11 rocket. under each Wing. 

c. Speed 4o3•443 MPH• 

d. Rate of climb: 98o ft. per minute. 

e• • Range: 575 to 735 miles. 

2. VAMPIRE (BRITISH) 

a. jet fighter 

b. Armament four 20mm cannon. Rocket and bombs in addition 

to cannon. 

c. Speed: 538·549 MPH. 

d. late of climb: 41 500 ft. _per minute · 

.~ !~ .. 

6 
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TOP SECRE'l'/NOFoRN/SENSITIVE ·TOP SEGRET 

TABB 

F·lOO AIRCRAFT PERFORMANCE 

1. Single-seat supersonic fighter bo.mber single turbojet engin.e. 

2. Armament four 20mm cannon (200 rounds for ea.eh), 6,000 lbs ·· 

· BE or napalm bombs. Twenty-four five-inch rockets. BideWind.er 

air-to-air rockets. Pods of 2.75" air-to-air rockets. 

3· Speed: M3.x 822 MPH. 

4. Combat racti.ua,_ 5:75 miles .. 
_,. :t;:i~~~t~;;:t '' 

7 
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TOP SECRET/NOFORN/SENSI'l'IW 

TAB C 

AIRLIFT REQUIREMENTS FOR D~IDYMEN'l' OF A 
US JOINT TASK FORCE TO THE CONGO 

AIRLIFT . REQUIREMENTS 

1. . Air Foree: C·l30 C·l24 . C•l35 

F•lOO Personnel and Airlift Requirements 

16 officers 

150 airmen 

2201 000 lbs material 

221 000 cubic teet 

RF•lOl TAC Reece Personnel and 
Airlltt Requirements: 

6 officers 

30 airmen 

501000 lbs tQaterial 

31000 cubic feet 

UHF and GCA augmentation requirements 
tor 24 hours operation ca~bU1't7: 

34 personnel 

651000 lbs 

Command_ El.ement (Airlifted vith­
'J!AC Reece) : 

13 officers 

l.8 airmen 

'l'alking Bird 

2. A1'm;( Support Elements 

Support . un1 ts 
(.headque.rters; security, comapm1cat1ons, 
logis~cal elements) 

3• Total. AirlJ.t't; Requirements: 
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.. TOP SECRET/NOFORN/SENSITIVE 

TABD 

'l!'ri:poll or to Ad.a:na1 Turkey 1 Other elements direct or 

as required. 

Primary Route - Ada.na to Ka.m1 na 

Minimizes diplomatic clearance problems 

l4ore operatic~ supportable and adaptable 

Depart Adana • · ~ - land Aden 

Depart Aden - :IFPa - land Jtami na. 

Depart Adana - IFR (twice) • land }{a.mi.na 

Seeonda.ry Route - Tripoli to Kam1 na 

Depart Tripoli .. IFR - land Leopold.ville 

Depart Leopold ville - land . Ksm1 na 

Prl.ma.r:r route is operationa.lly feasible and may be accomplished 

non-stop utilizing KC·l35is. 

2. If decision made t.O implement, · entire task force can be 

1n place: 

In 72 hours using KB-50 refueling 
. 

In ..a hours using KC-135 retueling 

Appendix c 
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