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fD-36 (nev. 12-13-56) 

• FBI 

Date: 5/14/~9·· 

·-coNMUNIST PARTY, USA 1~ 
COU:WrERINTELLIGENCE PROGRA~~- .. ~\~ c..~~tt"-~ 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C ~r~"'b1~ 

~~~ 
.. /-Background \}~ 

As the Bureau is aware, the Chicago Branch of the 
National Association for Advancement of Colored People (NAt~~ 
is headed by TH-q:ODOR"S A. JONES, an executive of the Supreme §.d 
Liberty Insurance Company of Chicago, and an.!:J.-Communist. (D'g r-t 
~ONES is a confidential source of this offic~ ~~w 

Co .-v ;:. / /.:J e J>J r '"' t.. ,J ow /l..c e.. & P"" tr.1 
ooo 

In the fall of 1958, JONES, in order to combat tbe :3 d 
Communist element within the Chicago Branch of the NAACP, Q: ~ ~ 
abolished three units of this Branch, leadership of which was S ';:3 
heavily Communist infiltrated. In 12/58 the JONES slate of i:l' .1-4 
candidates won a sHeeping victory against-the opposition e. 
candidates supported by the left wing. Since 12/58 JONES 
bas been in constant conflict Hith the left element in the 
NAACP and has used every parliamentary trick to defeat every 
effort on issues which they have brought to the floor. \:::1 

, ,v,r::. p /Z.. /11 A"" r s w 
Reliable informants, fra 6066-S, CG 60.05-S and eli lu-i.l 

have all joined what is known as the _Qo-ordinating Comnli tte_2 
of the NAACP. This is an unofficial, loosely knit group of :. 
individuals whose sole objective is ·to oust the JONES leader- - l f 

\ship as well as the current national leadership of the NAACP.· ! 1_/ f Included in this group are CP members, Socialist 'vorkers Party 
.· (SHP) members, former Independent Socia.\~s~. Lea_gu~ ~~~L) ,· "' 

. . ~- \~-.· ~-· ~\\,v, . . . . J-. 
~-'.q "'\ ()9 t.:·· ;"• :£:;., ~ \t)Vra.> '~t.} lfl\ ,~t·~ (,; " ·.~I ; ·~ 
't'4-.~]'.... j... ...... 1- \ l', "¢, ""i.,. ? ... \ J : '>...'/. ~ .. 
,_.. ·.j·~· ~r:~· -' ; ~:-~ ·ts r r,-. 1 ''! :\ \1 f· t~>j- I ,') : '\-. , 

ry..,--J.Y "\ ' ~~. ·27\. : '-\ ~~- . t'. .I ' \~ "{ 1 ·~ /\; 

• ,. . \ ·U! "" ;_ .. ~ '1 .. \ f ~ 

(NAACP) 70-; .. :. ~~. ~~7\ ~, ) // ,.,.-; t")r, 1, 
~>;,., nft 11" 16 ="" ._.r /--- v I ., 
;;:a.; o1.,'1f \! :~o / 
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2- Chicago 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 

• •• 
F'BI 

Date: 

Via __________________ _ 

i(Priority or Method of Mailing) 1 

-------------~----------------------------------L-------

CG 100-32864 

members, socialists and other Negro nationalist type 
individuals. For the past several months this group has 
continued to organize opposition to the JONES and present 
national leadership of the NAACP. Meetings have been held 
in the Hyde Park, North Side and \fest Side- areas of Chicago 
and these meetings are surreptitiously held without the 
sanction of the Chicago Branch NAACP leadership ·and unknown 
to this leadership. 

/A./I'- 0 /2. M /} ,.;J' 

. In early 5/59,{QG ~65-iJattended a meeting between 
(cLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, Illinois· District Chairman, and PETTIS 

PERRY, following the last NIC meeting of the CP. At this 
meeting CG 6465-S, a CP member and also a member of the left 
wing faction in the NAACP, LIGHTFOOT, and PERRY agreed to 
have liaison of left forces between Chicago, Los Angeles, and 

r.tt,.;•s 1'1J 'I New York in the matter of nominations of delegates to the 
~ ~ l national NAACP convention scheduled for 7/59 and to defeat 

10~:. " current leaderships in the various NAACP Branch:;J 
1 n ,fd Y"' rVI c~-1 ':f · 

~On lt/29/59 THEODORE A. JONES ,_yisi ted the Chicago 
Office angjreiterated his anti-Communist policies with regard 
to the governing of the Chicago Branch NAACP and was 
confident that_ the Co.m.rnunists had been defeated. ·.During 
this interviei:lJJONES gave no indication of having knowledge 
of the Co-ordinating Committee of the NAP.CP. He was quite 
confident of his ability to keep Communists out of the Chicago 
Branch NAP.CP and indicated that while he would not run for re­
election in 12/59 he has selected a well known Negro business 
executive and anti-Co.m..rnunist to succeed him and is confident 
of this individual's election. He indicated, however, that · 

\
a group of individuals whom he named were causing trouble 
in the Branch and that he suspected them as being Communists. 

" 
~This office, while referring him to public sources, 

advised him of the Bureau's position regarding dissemination 
of information concerning individual~. : 

Approved: -------------------
Special Agent in Charge 

NW 55280 Docld: 329896:72 P.age 5 
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Transmit the following in ---------:=----::--------,--,,-----------11 
(Type in plain text or code) l 

_.. --~ . I 
{:r;•.:~~;; · 1 

Via (Prh.,r~ or·~~ho~-~J:u~ilini); : 

------------------------------------------------L-------
CG 100-32864 

Caucus to Name Proposed Left li'Jing 
Slate of Delegates to NAACP National Convention 

/N<;.o/I..NI. I');Jr 

lOG 6066-~ advised that m 5/7/59 the Co-ordinating 
Committee of the NAACP held a meeting at which a slate of 
delegates to the NAACP National Convention was nominated. 
This meeting was attended by between 40 - 5o individuals, 
including sucb. prominent Communists as MILTON COHEN, member, 
State Committee, CP, LESTER DAVIS, State Committee, CP, ROBERT 
HYMER, member of CP NAACP fraction, FRITZI ENGLESTEIN, a 
prominent leader in the Ninth Congressional District, CP, 

l 
LEO and BETTY GOLDll.tA.N, and others. There were also in attendanc 
current members of the S'WP and members of the ISL until it 
merged with the Socialist Party- Social Democratic Fed~ration. 

I 

Informant advised tbat the individual leader of 
this caucus was one TIM BLACK, a Chicago school teacher and 
an individual who can be described as a Negro nationalist. 
However, informant advised that the leadership of ENGLESTEIN 

J 

and eDflEN was instrumental in maneuvering in picking the 
slate. The slate itself includes two S\rJP members, one former 
ISL member, two CP members and one leader of the Socialist 
Party - Social Democratic Federation, out of a total proposed 
Chicago Branch delegation of nine members. 

J.v;:.r;n_.-n,.vr The Co-Ordinating Cornmi ttee strategy, according to 
{gG 6066-s] is that at the meeting at which the Chicago Chapter 
delegation is selected, they will pack the meeting with 75 to 
80 of their group which is considere.d enough to swing the 
vote in favor of their delegates. The Co-ordinating Committee 
is to concentrate on working for the nine named delegates as 
delegates rather than alternates as it assumes the regular 
NAACP organization will have its votes spli't further in 
selecting both delegates and alternates. 

Experience has shown that only 100 people attend 
a NAACP meeting of this type. Therefore, the Co-ordinating 
Committee feels that by having approximately 75 of its people 

Approved: ------------
Special Agent in Charge 
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(Priority or Method of M~ : 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
CG 100- 3286~. 

at the meeting it will sweep the election of delegates to 
the National Convention and this in turn will open the door 
for a sweep of the 12/59 elections for the leadership of the 
Chicago Branch. 

Observations and Proposals 

. Reliable informants have reported that the strength 
of the CP in the leadership of the NAACP, Chicago Branch, 
today is at its lowest ebb. vlithin the past several weeks 
the CP fraction for work within the NAACP has been working 
intensively and diligently to organize and to broaden its 
strength in the leadership.of the Chicago Branch of the 

~
AACP by defeating JONES as well as to increase its strength 
n or at least change the leadership of the National Office 

of the NAACP. If the Co-ordinating Committee objective of 
election of its slate of delegates from the Chicago Branch 
to the National Convention is successful, it will result in 
a major accomplishment of CP organizational efforts in the 
Negro field in that the NAACP in Chicago alone has approxi­
mately 20,000 members. 

With these facts in mind and in considering that 
THEODORE A. JONES is an intelligent and able leader with a 
political machine of Congressman 'ltliLLIAM DANSON to back him 
up, it is felt that if he were put to notice of the existence 

I 
of this caucus and slate he could defeat the CP in its 
efforts to attempt to get contro'l of. the Chicago Branch and . 

· also of its efforts to gain greater influence in the national 
picture 9f the NAACP. As indicated previously as late as 
4/29/59 .!!hen JONES visited this offic~~:he was unaware of 
any organized resistance to his leadership although he 
recognized individual dissatisfaction among the members as 
a result of their statements at Branch meetings. 

- 4 -

Approved: Sent ------
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(Type in plain text or code) 

Via _______________ _ 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

----------------------------------~ ,_.-;: ~ ·~-.:-:- :.-~' :::;.~ -;-.!:--------
~ ' ,j 1 1\; <... • I \i ~ ! : " 

CG 100-32864 I' . t Jh· l :" Li ~ '~l :z . '- '(.;. , ~ ...._.... .. ~ ~ " .. ~· .... . 

It is felt that a counterintelligence gain that 
will hurt the CP can be had with complete security insofar 
as the Bureau is concerned and the following is suggested: 

That Chicago be permitted to prepare a letter for 
anonymous mailing to THEODORE A. JONES, President of the 
Chicago Branch, NAACP, at the earliest possible date to make 
him aware of the existence of this organized faction as 
well as to the existence of the slate of candidates backeCl. 
by the group of individuals in opposition to the present 
policies and leadership of the national and Chicago Branch, 
NAACP. 

This letter will be written in longhand in the 
language of an individual who would be a member of the 
NAACP. 

The following proposed letter is submitted for 
Bureau approval: 

- 5 -

Approved: ---------------
Special Agent in Charge 
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• FBI 

Date: 

Via----------

-----------------------------L~~~--~---~L~--~---L-------

CG 100-32864 

Dear President Jones: 

I am a member of the Chicago Branch and voted for 
you. I kno1-T of your troubles with the Communists. I want 
Communists out of the Branch. Yesterday,.a Branch member 
saw me and asked me to vote for a list of people to go 
to our National Convention in New York. I thought the dele­
gates were to be elected on Nay 22. This person said the 
list is already made up. I saw the list and I think some 
of them are Communists. Two names I remember are Davis and 
a woman named Jvieyer. I am sure you don't want them in our 
Branch. The person told me that ·the real leaders are Bullock 
and Cohen and they have 75 votes already. They tell me 
Reverend Griffin is supposed to run this thing but others 
are behind him. 

I will be there on Nay 22 to vote against them. 
God bless you. 

An old time branch member who 
used to be in the Communist Party 
and has seen the light. 

- 6 -

Approved: --------------- Sent _______ M Per ______ __ 

Special Agent in Charge 

NW 55.28 0 Docld : 3.298967.2 P.age 9 
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•• FBI 

Date: 

CG 100-32864 

Expeditious consideration is requested for the 
above in view of the Convention delegate election meeting 
of Nay 22. The Bureau is assured that this counterintelligence 
i t·em can be handled with full security to the Bureau. 
Further, that should it succeed, and it is believed JONES, 

!through his organizational efforts will make it succeed, 
the counterintelligence item t·muld serve as a great defeat 
for the CP. 

AUERBACH 

- 7 -

Approved: ------------
Special Agent in Charge 
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1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. o'connor 
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FROM DIRECTOR FBI {100-0-104} 

URGENT 

C)CPUSA~ COUNTElliJl.T.ELT.JlJ.Ur:E_ . .R,llQQJJ.~- IS DASH c. 
' ... ' . 

1 - Mr. Ely 
5-18-59 

RECC At;JfR!{' EL 

M"AY ONE FOUR INSTANT. AUTHORITY GRANTED IUJlEDIATELY !JAIL 

AlfOlfYllOUS JIAlfDPIRITTElv LETTER TO JOHES. FOLLOW LETTER AFTER 
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SUFFICIENT TDIE WITH Al!Ol!Yl.!Of!S TELEPHOllE CALL TO SPELL OUT TJOR.f~~~ 
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DRTA.ILS RE SLATE OF DELSGATES AND PROPOSED PACKilfG OF 
'"""' ~ 

~ ""'~ 
a<:'j.~ 
c~ 

<"~ 

J.mY TWO TWO l!EETING AND TO INSURE JONES IS SUFFICIEfVTLY IHPRESSJ!PDC,..@ 
~ ~~ 

WITH DANGER CP POSES TO HIS ORGANIZATION IN THIS J.JATTER. TAKE ~ t~ .. 
NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS TO AVOID El!.B'ARRASS!!ENT BUREAU. 

I 
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• CONF~IAL 

The Attorney General 

A J Mr. Belmont 
•- }lr. Onsgard 

.May 19' 1959 

~ Director, FBI 
J¥ 

:=· 2! 
~ 
1-1 

w. 0 
s::c:::Z 
.s:~e:: 

CP ~ L.. 

~~til 
&P"'trJ 
0~0 
0 ~· c::: 
~CP~ 
~· p.. tf'J 

COIDID.NIST INFILTRATION OF THE · 
NATION_I\L ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADV.l1NCEI1ENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
DiTERN"AL SECURITY - C 

Theodore A. Jones, an executive of the Supreme 
Liberty Insurance Company of Chicago, is head of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People {NAACP) in Chicago, Illinois. This branch has 
approximately 20,000 lilembers. In December, 1958, Jones, 
who is opposed to the conwunists, won a sweeping victory 
against the loft-wing supported opposition candidat~s 
in the NAACP and since that time he has been in constant 
conflict with the left-wing elements. : 

s H 
..... t:l 8 
t:l ..... ~ 
~ Ul 
,_.~H 
rooz ~ 
§ ~ ~ Infonnation has been secured through informants, o 
&. CP \?':1 uho have furnished reliable information in the past, · !:i 
0 ~ that a loosely knit group of individuals, calling t~emselves ~ 
g ~ the Co-ordinating Committee of the NAACP, has been formed 

0') 
1.0 

Cit 
~ ...... 

Cf 0':> w _, rl 

~ in Chicago, Illinois, for the sole purpose of ou&ting 
. ~ Jones from leadership.in the NAACP. Included in this 

'group are members of the Communist Party (CP), 'USA; 

m· 
~ 

::E 
2 

'members of the Socialist Workers Party, a Trotskyite 
organization; socialists;.and other Negro nationalist-~ 
:tj'pe individuals. For tile past severa1 months this :-~! .-.. 
.:group llas held surreptitious meetings throughout Chicago ~ 
organizing opposition to Jones and also against th~ . ·-· · ~:: 
present national leadership o£ the NAACP. .~ c 

t 
8 

. Ij_.:_. =-o 
A meeting of this Co-ordinating Committee o6o ~ 

~ >- 0 ::E 
c:l: 

u 

the NAACP was held on May 7, 1959, at which time a ~ -..;, 
slate of nine proposed delegates was selected to attend-1 ~ ~ 

:2: 

the NAACP national convention scheduled to be held in ::o -o 
~ New York City in July, 1959. This meeting nas attended :5 

-· by 40 to 50 individuals including prominent Chicago ~ tg 
\. 1 ..:,. communists I•iil ton Cohen and Lester Davis, members of 

:' \ ~:': the State Committee of the Illinois CP; Robert Hymer, 
'\ '! . : : ~· n1embe~ · o£: the CP fraction i~ the NAACP; and others. 

Tolson· \.) !.Irtt tr 
~:L:;:~ -:· ~L loo-3-1 04 Hv·~ 'a \' s r ~'n~~ J~B 1~ bN .,a 
McGu1re _ ·, ~Q-•'•'• .. bi t' 

1 
. :) _ 

~~~:ons __ - \. ~ ... $;~, n&te on. yello,l'l page 2 to ,.,_' h ,. ,!' - .•• '. 't' .r 
~;~~r-- ;..;_HA

6
o) :dlhtfj}J·,;·;:,) ,',- ~·::{~C,!)- ~ ;:f lfCH J· # .. ~ 

W.C. Sullivan_ ( \ 
Tele. Room_ ~; ' f&{iJ' 
~;~~o;":=fil P&A¥o~1 ~f59rv~~- uNIT CJ c~~IFIKEtrTIAL ' . t7 · : 

NW 55.28 0 Docld : 3.298967.2 P.age 1.2 .· 



The Attorney General 

The proposed nine-member slate of convention delegates 
includes two CP m~1bers and members of.Trotskyite and 
socialist groups. Tbe strategy of this co-ordinating 
Committee is to pack the meeting of the Chicago Branch 
of the NAACP scheduled for 11ay 22,- 1959, with 15 or 80 
members of its group and push for the election of its 
slate of nine delegates previously selected. Since 
only approximately 100 people attend a Chicago Dranch 
meeting of this type the co-ordinating Conuni ttee feels 
it will sweep the election of its delegates to· the 
national convention and thereby also lay the groundwork" 
for ousting Jones from the leadership of the Chicago 
Dranch of the NAACP. 

For your confidential information we are 
anonymously advising 'I'heodore A. Jones concerning the 
activity of the Co-ordinating Committee of the NAACP 
in order that Jones tuay take steps to counteract the 
activity of this connnittee. 

l - l.fr. Lawrence E. lfalsh 
Deputy Attorney General 

NOTE ON YELLOW: This is being classified "Confidential" 
since the AG is being advised of activity under the 
counterintelligence Program and if this program became 
known outside the Department the effectiveness of the 
program would be neutralized and the national defense 
of our country would be harmed. 

CONF~TIAL 
55.280 Docld : 3.298967_._.-.2"___:::_:Pa:":g":e~1:_:3::__ ______________ _ 
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e 
• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: May 18, 195j.._Tolson. 
~~ ~~~ - . ·· \ 1 - Jlr • Be Im o n t e mo .,. 1 .._ DeLoach • 

TO MR. A. H. BELMONT 

FR. OM JJR. 

- l ll' B l -otJ' < • \\ Parso~s --=----
. V 1 - Mr. 0 1 Connor ~ Mohr • 

- .!JII.r • Y Ji' '" . . > \ VRosen • .:::::.___ 

suBJECT: .}COMJIUNIST !,ARTY!, USA orto"N co"NTA'!N'E» -\ fl' i~~~ _ ... _ 
COUNTJJ:RINTJ:.LLIG~NCE P.Z?.OGRA~u 1'NY01Th~c!JI.SS111mlt\.,._\l l _,- w l~an_ 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C RJSR'tl'N 1~~t~~-B"i S r_~'· l -_~;·'-' ....... _li, ~', • 

UA~~ ' : . /: ·~~f~-
The Chicago branch of the J.Tat_~_qn.g.l Ass oc iati on _for Adv/ cemtn,'f] ·. o,r 

Colored People (NlJ.ACP) has approximately 20,000 members. Theod _re A.[Jones, 
an··exr:trut{i.;e· of t_he Supreme Liberty Insurance Company of __ Ql;fgago7 is the hood 
of this branch. Jones is anticommunist{gnd also a ·configentia1 sotir~e of the 
Chicago Offic~ In December, 1958, Jones won a sweeping victory against 
the left-wing/supported opposition candidates. Since December, 1~58, Jones 
has been in,eonstant conJ'lict with the left-wing elements. o'l'-~~ n~ ... ,_,. 

c .o.-JJ-1/J . ._, .. rr•"'~- Sov:t-c.e- ~ , ~ 
Chicago Office by airtel 5-14-59 advised that through several 

reliable informants, it was learned that a loosely knit group of individuam, 
whose sole objective is to oust the Jones leadership calling themselves the 
Co-ordinating Committee of the NAAC~ has been formed. Included in this 
group are members of the Communist Party (CP), USAJ members of the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP} (trotskyite organi2ation); socialists; and other Negro 
nationalist type individuals. For the past several months this group has 
held surreptitious meetings throughout- Chicago organi2ing opposition to 
Jone? and also against the present national leadership of the NAACP. 

/.V,t:.tJ/1..-"11?-'T 

According tolQG 6066-S] a meeting of this Co-ordinating Committee~ 
of the NAACP was held 5-?-59 at which a slate of nine delegates was ~ .._ 
selected to attend the NAACP national convention scheduled to be held in ~ 
New York in July, 1959. This meeting was attended by 40 to 50 individual$ c~ 
including prominent Chicago communists, Milton Cohen and Lester Davis 3 ;·~ :.-

members Illinois State Committee CP, Robert Hymer, member qf CP NAACP .: ··-~· ~: 
fraction and others. The nine-member slate of convention delegates include~ 
two CP members and members of trotskyite and socialist groupings. The : · · 
strategy of this Co-ordinating Committee is to pack the meeting of the _. 

!Chicago branch of the NAACP scheduled for May 22, 1959, with ?5 or 80 membeps 
JOf their group and pus~ for the election of their slate of nine delegates :.: 
}previously selected. Since only approximately 100 people attend a Chi.cago ~ 
branch ;_.;- c.':iJ1J o.f this type, the Co-ordinating Committee feels it will sweep ·­
the election of their delegates to the national convention and thereby also 
lay the groundw or.'k for ousting the Jones leadership of the ·Chicago branch "' 
of the NAACP at the next election in December, 1959. If this concerted 
plan of the CP and other dissident elements is successful, it .would be a 
dangerous accomplishment since the strength of the CP in the Chicago branch 
oj the NAACP at the present time is at its lowest ebb. It is, therefor~, 
extreme Iy des i T'ab le that we discreetly frustrate tl}e :-P 1ans oj thf. r! ,~7 
Co-ordinating Committee ins ide the NAACP. . / f~r~{ ;.(;··:. / "'·/ () r 

. tt·· - ' ·· T?nclo"'u'"e - t~ · 11 • ~ \~'.:).).-" , • r . c . - (. HOB• ···. "" .,, ··\o::·-"·· ... • 7 ~- 0 ·'m-.... ·~ · 'Dt":r. ....... ~:,·· • mJ c ( I 0 0-3- 11.011£ document is prepn.red; ' tn ?'~Jonse to p ou:,.;;~18S.1· - . tl'\_'rilJ wr ~t.SS~'ml; ' :" 
( 5) ,J r ,_) ~-1 !. nation onisirle '!!01tr C'ommf+'e~ ft[J V."e "/,3 ldf?-·1t(l!.l'•th tdf?t~9pro~eedtnps , ; \: 

"/1 ~ 'l 1 .. [l( t J your Gummittee and the content may nut be d2sclosed to unp,uthoryz~d P,~r.-sow-j 
NW 5~'0,:,t\b~~ ia98967~el ;;~~!ou;4 the express approval of the FBl. ! ~ J .--
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• 
Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: COlvflllJNIST PARTY, l!SA 
100-3-104 

Chicago Office~ requests authorization to send a handwritten 
anonymous letter to Theodore A. Jones, president of the Chicago branch of 
the UAACP, advising him of the existence of this slate of delegates and 
plans of the coordinating committee to pack the May 22, 1959, meeting. 

RECOJ.fMENJJAT ION: 

The Chicago OfJ'i ce is being instructed in attached teletype to 
immediately mail the anonymous letter. In addition, the Chicago Office is 
being instructed to follow up the anonymous letter a~er sufficient time 
with an anonymous telephone call to spell out more details re slate of 
delegates and proposed packing of May 22, 1959, meeting and to insure 
Jones is sufficiently impressed with danger CP poses to his organization 
in this matter. Teletype is necessary due to time limitations. 
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O.ffice Memo, v~-ndum . uNITED sTA'. .s GovERNMENT 
-.. 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-104) DATE: Nay 26, 1959 

~Jl £( I i {, \ ~ 
'l 1 -~oM =-~SAC, CHICAGO (100-32864) 

() 
SUBJECI': COI·1NUNIST pARTY' USA 

GOUNTERINT:CLLIG:SNCE PROGRAr-1 
INTERI-T.At SECURITY .. .:. C 

.r· 

CON DENTIAL 
~W'f\QAI6 I 

DECLASSrFIED BY.~~ MB\ cf(f: 
ON_ lk" 2-1-()D 

Re Chicsgo letter to Director dated May 14, 1959 vrhicb 
proposed a counterintelligence stratagem designed to frustrate 
Communist Party (CP) attempts to have a delegate slate favorable 
to the CP elected as representative of the Chicago· National 
Association for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Brsncb 
at the July, 1959 National NAACP Convention, and Bureau 
teletype to Chicago dated May 18, 1959 granting authority. 

On Nay 19, 1959·, an anonymous letter, that set out 
on page six of re Cb~cago letter, was directed to THEODOR~ A. 
JON:SS, President of the Chicago NAACP Branch. 

1 On Nay 21, 1959 an anonymous telephone call -vms 
direeted to THEODORE A. JONES, which call further developed 
the content of the anonymous letter. 

IN ;:.o /1.. M /J.v / 

On May 25, 1959, reG 14-S1 who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised -t.b.at on May 22, 1959 the 
regular monthly meeting of the Chicago NAACP Branch member­
ship was held at 7415 South Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

The meeting took the form of the election of Chicago .. 
NAACP Branch delegates to the July, 1959 National NAACP.~.r () 
Convention. / _ :. .!~u~fl· /A (7 

/A.J;:.()/LN)/)#J REr.. ~ (.·.: J'i' - {) 0 
(pG 14-~advised tn.aO:C the 1'left caucus 'Y~ate was 

"buried in an avalanche of JONES' votes. 11 ~G 14-.SJ said that 
the "left caucus", v.rhich had carefully planned its "election 
coup;' began encountering trouble on May 20 and 21, 1959 v.rhen 
the Chicago NA.ACP Branch leadership did not make known the 
definite site of tbe May 22, 1959 NAACP membership meeting. 

,;.;~u;z.~>~t~•fg.G 14-~said that the monthly membership meeting site is 
always made kno~m t¥o' days before the meeting but on May 20, 
1959, the 11 left.caucusn could not, by any method, gain 
information regarding the meeting site and accproi pg:J_L..Jlad 
diff~cul,ty in P.i~ec ting '.~1-~ft caucus 11 people. _ . '-' 

• _l- '"' :rJirVo> ·b" .. ·,-pQ 1qt:;g~"-
/"·t ;~ ~) • Jl 

1 
,_.1o,·f1. r,,. . ~S14JJ.; • • p.J~--!:1_ l]T-~ 

;, ,.· ~"'Ci ~~·· · ', ~~~ ~.) .II J!~ "I 6 1959 ExemP, rom GDS, Catc~ *'"' -
1 • , • • • _,, .. 2 Bureau ( REGI~W'? 1 J. f r. ~ ciaseifieatiouJndelinite 

1;: .I 1 ' {I :L/...' /," •.. ·r · 
I-;~- i - Chicago} -' ' ,· . r"'t ' fi {.'. ·~~--~N? /l. /'i.·./l't L<? • • ' • ... ,.. • ' ) ..,. 

,"t!. • ;_t.;·YJJC/nJ"b J. 0 •: ./ ,, . \..:;) .' 1 ' fi'' 1 ~l·-·tc~ . rl Db/ I • ( ) I( ~- ~ , " I • • I . ~ •;;,' 
~ 3 

.1 :· ·-' tr·$: : _ _, ::~. 0 ... 1 r !:· 1"'Jf\(\ J\'j ~Yi .. 1Nf· ~-~ . 
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[cG 14-~ a te~der ·. ~:qJfh~':J ~}1~Q?go NAACP "left caucus", 
said that 0y Hay 22, i-959 when it was .determined by the "left 
caucus 11 that the meeting would be held at 7415. South Cottage Grove 
Avenue, Chicago, the "left caucus" engaged in a hectic last 
minute effort to marshal and direct "left caucus" voting 
strength to 7415 Cottage Grove Avenue. 

lfuen "left caucusn people arrived at the 7415 Cottage 
Grove address, they experienced "a real blown. JONES had 
packed the meeting with members of the United Steel l:Jorkers 
Union whom JONES had 'enfranchized for the occasion". 

The JONES slate was elected easily, by such a margin 
that tbe highest 11left caucus" vote-getter badly trailed the 
lowest JO~S candidate. ~~ ('/\" /#f.~ ,'1."t'l~"'r ,JJ'fofl. . 

(.cG 14-~said that he/:was surprised at JONES' 11 sudden 
political astuteness n. tcG 14-~ said that JONES was obviously 
aware of .the nleft caucus" plan though the caucus bad tried its 
best to conceal its planned delegate coup. {gG 14-S]said that 
the ttleft caucus tt defeat badly jarred caucus morale; to such /IV;:.o,z.mn"'' 
an extent that the meeting ended on a note of "left caucusn 
resignation to the fact that JONES had secured complete 
dominance over NAACP at Chicago. 

/Al 'f-o,?..f'l'l.l) A) -r 

[cG 14-S] went on to say that this "left caucus" defeat 
may well render the nleft caucusn, at least for a while, 
impotent as the carefully planned n1eft caucus delegate coupn 
was crushed by the enlightened political tactics of THEODORE 
Af:J.. JONES. 

The Chicago Division feels that it, through counter­
intelligence, materially aided in the defeat.of the NAACP 
'.tleft caucus" for tbe following reasons: 

1) The Negro press at Chicago two days befor-e and the 
city press one day before monthly 'NAACP membership meetinp.:s, 
al1,;ays carry conspicuously the monthly NAACP meeting site. 
That information we.s on the occasion in point withheld from 
the press. · 

2) Tbo information as to ,the monthly NAACP meeting site 
bas always been available in the past the day before the. ,meeting 
through the HAACP leadership; yet on this occasion, tU.OStof 
the 11 left caucus" who attempted to get :i)lformation regarding 
the meeting site got only, according to ).QG 14-~ double talk 
and evasive language. ' .,_ 

I i..:Jf-/1 {I.JVI" ,J I 

- 2 -
NW 5528 0 Docld : 32989672 Page 17 



• 
CG 100-32864 

t\f){\lf'~V.!--1 f I A)J.( 

3) JONES used a re.~-J~- ~~~~·strength for the,..trJy.o~'--1"' 
first time, the Steel \'Torkers, mentioned previously. (CG 14-SJ 
who is well acqueinted Hi th NAACP people and povJer blocs said 
that the 1tsteel workers steam rollern was something nev-r to 
informed NAACP people and was a bloc unknown to NAACP people 
until the time of the meeting. [g_G 14-S]said that he cannot 
recall a NAACP function being held at tb.\3 Steel Horkers Union 
Ball, 7415 South Cottage Grove Avenue, Clp.icagot.-. in the past. 

lrJ f.o (l.f" ~rJ I ' 

Suggestions and Recommendations 

Chicago feels that it played a definite part in the 
defeat of the "left caucus", an attempt by the CP to infiltrate 
a ttright led" mass organization. 

Based on the results of the above and because of the 
broad CP program of infiltration of mass organizat~ons, it is 
felt that this incident has demonstrated that the Bureau's 
Counterintelligence Program can successfully be extended to 
cover CP programs in "right led" organizations. 

The Bureau may desire to advise the field of the 
additional counterintelligence possibilities offered in the 
matter of the counteracting of Communist influence in mass 
organizations. 

It is felt that with careful planning and implementation, 
the Bureau's Counterintelligence Program can be further extended 
to obtain additional effective results. 

- 3 
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1 
To , Mr. A. H. Belmont CQNF[ U _ Nif,f(~.;~ DATE: June 2, 1959 

r' ij r Belmo t -"1otson ~ 
·l • n [~~t(~elmont.L.._ 

FROM : Mr. F. J. Baumgar~bfU;t.. 1 - Mr. Baumgardner O.eL®eh~ 

()~ , (\;i '., 1 - Mr. 0 'Connor ~:~rv.e~ 
1 - Mr • Bly Parsons_ 

SUBJECT• COMJYHJNJST PARTY l,pA I ~~1\.\~ ~~-M;'M.I ·ff..6:;: Rosen--
• COUNTERINTELLIGENCE_ PROGRAM DECLASSIFIED BY~ ~;~~r~ 

INfERNAL- SECURITY - C ON l ~- -- 1- - W /q_fo 1 
1 
an _ 

rUe. Room ­
Holloman_ 

The counterintelligence operation aimed at preventing thea~dy_. -'­
communist led "left caucus" of the Chicago branchof the National /-2:tJ ~ · . 
Association for the Advancement of Colored. People (NAACP') from ' .. :, I 'G · 
eTec'tTilgTe'ft-:.wrnre~mdtcnrte·s~--ro·"'·ine~ .. Jiily·~-··1959·, nation .. 11 conventi.~n ~ .. . . 
of the NAACP was successful. ~ ./ <· J.v)Y!-

~r.-\\)\~ · By teletype May 18, 1959, the Bureau author· ed Chicago ,Qffice 
\v to immediately mail an anonymous handwritten letter t Theodore A,X Jone~, ·· 

I 
anticommunist president of. the Chicago branch .Q.'f ~.t.h~NAACP advisl:Iig'(·;.·,.r.:..r: 
him of the intention '"Ofeoniiiiumst-element'~f' .. t'o pack the May 22, 1959, , "' '! ;i 

1meeting, which was scheduled to elect nine delegates to the July,(/ ·~ 
1 1959, national convention to be held in New York City. The Bureau? .. 
J authorized an anonymous follow-up telephone call to further spell ~ 

our more details of the secret plan and to impress Jones with the ·~~ 
danger the Communist Party (CP) posed to his organization in this . , \ 

/
connection. Since the Chicago branch of the NAACP has approximately . 
20,000 members, its delegation at the national convention would / 

,represent a powerful voice at the convention. 
I P y.o/1.1''11 ,. ,.rr . 

By letter dated 5~-59 the Chicago Office advised the anonymous 
letter was mailed May 19~/(~52, and an anonymous telephone call was 
made 5-21-59. ThroughlCu 14-S, wno is a member of the executive 
board of the Illinois State NAACPJ i-c was learned that the "left caucus" 

! slate was "buried in an avalanche of Jones votes.·~ The strategy 
i· used by Jones to effect his victory was to keep the meeting place 
ll ~ecrP.t until 5-22-59, thus preventing the "left caucus" from counseling 

1ts people in advance as to the meeting place. Usually, the NAACP 

J
·,~meeting place is advertized two days in advance in the Negro press 

and one day before in the city press. On this occasion the information 
was withheld from the press. Jones selected the United Steel Workers 

1l
.Union hall as the meeting place and then. packed the meeting with 
members of the union whom Jones had "enfranchized for the occasion." 

. The Jones slate of delegate candidates was elected easily by such a 
' 1 1 margin that the highest "left caucus" vote getter badly trailed ' 
. iII the lowest Jones candidate. Jl:G 14-Qadvised that he was surprised /~', 
~ \ lt at Jones • "sudden political astutene s" and that· Jones was obviously'// _ 
. i~ aware of the plans of the "left cauc st 11 which had been concealed. j · (1-Y. 

. !'Chicago Office feels that this count rintelligence operation playedi V il a definite part in frustrating the C plan to elect its slate of ~ 
convention delegates. NAX.I~A SEC}}J)rTY iNFORMATION/ .... (1 7 

«f..lf> " U n uthofi£ed DisQlosure · r - / r.../ . 
1 Enclosure .-.~ -:t: ,;-<..<{'-s :' · Su)M ~td1'"Cfiilffiia!Sm1- · 

t . ; • I . : of-; 1l 11159 q v "'V' · 
100-3-104 r.~ ;,· ' .~ "_) ".t,[4J[! J ·':. ... 4,!) 1~ . 0 JUN"' A\J~<\d • ~·. -C· r~ 1·of'V--j../ · \ ~ ,v. • · · ·-r. ' . CDS -~' • •• · HOB: ebc i 'v ~ •I.. I • .. • r.'xentp\ [rt}1 ' . • . \ !n;y.\ .{jni.l'::--

v ! I l IlL . 1:0· . ·<A H'lltltll_ . - . . • 
Ntl'. 55:(1[o) Docid : 329896:72 i/"\ - J):ll~ ..,,_ · U J ·; ' .·. · 
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•• -· 
Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
~b-J~~:UNIST PAR1Y, iliA, CO~~~I\Nff;. f~OGRAM 

Chicago Office points out that this incident has demonstrated 
· ~}that our Counterintelligence Program can successfully be extended 
: lito disrupt secret CP maneuvers in right-led organizations. We will 
l~remain on the alert for additional similar situations where our 
f\lcnunterintelligence activities can be discreetly expanded in this 
iregard. 

~l'r~J:IOii: 

There is attached for your approval a letter to the 
Attorney General advising him of the successful outcome of the 
May 22, 1959, NAACP meeting. Under date of May 19J 1959, we previously 
advised the Attorney General of the CP threat to tne Chicago branch 
of the NAACP. 
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I CoNF*NTIAL e 1 Mro Belmont •• 1 ,.. }fr 0 Baumgardner . . .... 1 - M':t'o ovconnor 
1 - M:r:>. Bly 

The Attorney General June 3. 

Director, FBI 

r • COMHOHIS'J' INFILTRATIO!·J OF THE 
. ~ 

t~ATIOHA:C1 .ASSOCIATION FOR. . Tl:IE 
ADV:li tVC.E:J:.iEl~ . OF .. COLORED fEQfLE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0 

;jl 

Reference is made to my letter of YAY 19, 19~9, 
which alerted you to secret communist plans to pack the 

1959 

May 22, 1959~ meeting ot the Chicago Branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
in or6er to assure election ot a slate ot nina selected 
candidates as delegates to the NAACP convention to be held 
in New York· City, JUly 13 to 19. 19S9. In reference 
letter you ware confidentially advised that ~e were 
anonyn1ously alerting TheoC!ore A. Jones, anticon:ununist 
presioent of the Chicago Bl~anoh1 to the plans of the "left 
caucusn in order that Jones could take steps to counter­
act this activity. 

For your further confidential lnfor.mation in this 
connection~ o~ Chicago Office has advised that our strategy 
Inaterially aided in the defeat o:f this liJtACP "left caucus." 
Jones was discreetly alerted to ·the threat the communist 
Party posed to his organization on MAY-. 1911 1959# through an 
anonymous letter and on May 21, 1959. by an anonymous S 
telephone call. Follo~ing receipt of this inforrration. ~ 
.Toiles immediately etnployeo the following strategy. J.le kept . o .. 
the meeting plaoa secret until Y.ay 22 11 1959. thus preventing fl/ ;.;-~ .. ·. 
the n left caucus" from counseling 1 ts people in advance ~ g :.:; 
as to the meeting place. Usually the NAACP meeting place is ~ o 
advertised t-wo days in advance in the Negro press and one --n ;-
cay before in the city press. on this occasion tha in.torrr..atiollco;: . . 
regarding the meeting ~as -withheld :f.'ram the press. In ~- = ·~­
addition~ Jones selected the United stael workers union hall -~~ ~ 
for the meeting and packed the me_~atbla' with :members of this ~ -· 
union -whom Jones had "enfr~~~e~:-+~~0~~~1occa.s1on." ~ . . ~ 

t4-J An inci vioual highlY, placed 1nai9e the Illlnois 
I J rJ' NAACP has advised that he l-1a·s~;:surprised;JAAgJones t "sudden "'·~-~ 

Toltfn ___ polit1cal astuteness.n The Jones slate was elected easily-• . 
~:~:~~~~~ JU.IJ ~l J . _;j:J 0 fX' . ' ( (\~. 61.-~- ~ ...... "'.~-)co~ 
M G . . ' l ...... ~C./ .. .- w ·" - . . / . . ¢ 0 I 

c uue . . , ~ ' ~~ ~ / l ~ . 

~:~;ons __ · 61-317.6 {.1,~ -\ · _, ~ W JUN 3 1959 . , : 
Rosen .,. (See memorandum Baumgardner to Mro Belmont elated June 2, 1959 
~::;~r;=t/ caption~a ncommunist Party, USA,; countePz;:At/igence prog!jarn 
w.c. Sullivan-~ Internal security - 011 HOB: ebc) ,f < ./' 
~~:~~n~~o:.= \· -· 100~3-l-04 Xr --_, a11~:.JtYJ1 f&'/ . ~~, 
Ga~dy ---· ·.-.7' ~!A~. R\)Q~l t::::J TF.:LF:TYPE UNIT D CONF ENTIAL ../' ~' I .. ·"·:' .. r- -
N¥/ .• ~!!_~b• ~.~l<~'9~~Q}:Q ~ v~e (~) · : 
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The Atto~ney General 

, 

by such e. margin that the hie..bast "le.ft oa.ucus•• vote· gottel:' 
badly trailed the lowest Jones·ca.ndiClateo The "left caucus" 
defeat badly jarred the nlaft oaucusn ntorale and may well 
render the 11 left onuou.s," at least for a while, impotent. 

Since the Chicago Branoh of the NAACP has 
approximately 20,000 members, 1ts delegation to 1ts 19$9 
national convention would be one of the l~gest. H&d the 
communists in the ttleft caucus" been able to elect their 
nino ssleoted candidates ea delegates this would b·avG 
represented a tremandous victory for the oov~uniet element 
in the Chicago Branch of the NAAOP and a potential threat 
to the national leadership ot th& NAAOP. 

1 • ~. TAWrenoe E. Walsh 
Deputy Attorney Gene~al 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 

This is betng cle.sst1'1ed 11-&onftd-a-&t~ since 
The Attorney Gene~al is being advised of activities under 
the Counterintelligence Program; if this prpgram became 
known outside the Department, the effectiveness of the program 
would be neutralized and the national defense of our 
country would be harmed. 

-
Data concerningne,sults of this program as it 

pertains to instant communtca.tton were. set forth in Chi 
le}~er 5-26-59, file nmmber 100-3-104-1080 and was fur~~~~ed 
byJ.E.G 14-~ ' 

/.!'...) t:.Oil.IY] 4Al{ 

CONFI"'NTIAL 
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Date: 11/19/59 
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.• I" 
Transmit the following in ------,---~:;;;----:---;-:--:---:----;-;----------JI 

(Type in plain text or code) I 

AIR TEL Via ________________ _ rr}t\~ 8-~~TUU I 
(~iy'b~ilirlfff1k. : 

Re Chicago letter to Director dated 5/14/59 
under the Counterintelligence caption. 

Background 

The Chicago Branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) continues 
to be headed by President THEODORE A. JONES, a Chicago 
business executive, who is an outspoken anti-Co~~unist. 

During 1958, JOrms abolished NAACP Units at 
Chicago which were heavily infiltr~ted by Corillnunist Party 
(CP) people .and other Marxist elements. 

. : 
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:.~ .u,_ .. !hi 

.As outlined in referenced letter, the "left 
caucus-'-" ~s "buried in an avalanche of JO:i\TES ' votes" 

--=--~n-d.ts May,.~19S9 effort. After its set back in May, 
195~ the··· "left caucus:; appraised tll&s position. astutely 
and began qui~tly to build an. organizati;on. 

During the summer of 1959 whil-e regular NAACP 
activity at Chicago was curtailed, the "left caucus" 
set up a regular schedule of meetings, increased its 
membership, elected a leadership and acquired funds. 

.;. . ' 

The "left. caucus" also recruited vigorously new NP.JI .. CP 
members at Chicago who were ideologically allied with the~ 
11left caucusu. 

.· 
After organ~z~ng carefully from June to 

October, 1959 and baiting J01~S continually during that 
period, the "left caucus" in October, 1959, dealt the 
current Chicago NAACP ~eadership, headed by THEODORE JONES, 
two jarring blows: 1) The entire "left caucus" slate 
of delegates was elected t~ represent the Chicago NAACP 
Branch at the 10/59 Illinois State Convention. 'JONES, 
though the leader ·of Illinois' most influential Nl~~CP 
Branch, was not even elected~ delegate to the organization's 
state convention; 2) The "left caucus" slate was elected 
in toto in the annual NAACP nominating committee election. 
·This nominating co:mrni ttee is the k~ey to NAACP elections 
because it selects those names which will appear on the 

.ballot at the annual December Chicago Branch NAACP election. 

Among those elected to the:·nominating committee 
of eight were MILTON COHEN and LESTER- DAVIS, members of the 
Illinois State CP Committee, FRIT~ENGLESTEIN, Illinois 
CP member,. BARNEY TAYLOR, SWP member, SAUL 1\'IENDELSON, 
former member of the Independent Socialist League National 

,Committee. This nominating committeerhas a chairman who is 
4 '"1 ~ l'o/l-7'1 od /J(!je.:re.o 4.J 

CG 1 -s .:...1. _7".1i.VIJJ n. I Q <: .v.-... ;r. y /,I.J;:.t>/I.A1"·"' r 

NAACP President J01illS is reportedly disgusted 
and tired of fighting the "left caucusn and seems about 
ready to capitulate to the "left caucus" by accepting 
the candidate slate of the "left caucusu.dominated nominating 
committee in re the 1959 NAAC~ elec±ion. 
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It has bee~ i~a;_,n~- t . ·~t: th~· uleft caucus" 
dominated nominating committee, while supposedly going 
to nominate a slate acceptable to both JONES and the 
"left caucus", a. "harmony slate", will at the last 
possible - instant on November 27, 1959, the day·the ballot 
is drawn up, nominate "left caucus" leader GERALD BULLOCK, 
whom JO}ffiS reportedly_aespises. BULLOCK will reportedly 
be supported by former Chicago NAACP President WILLOUGHBY 
ABNER, an enemy of joNES, whom JO~ms defeated in the 
Chicago NAACP Branch Presidential election of 1957. The 
"left caucus" feels that the BUIJ..OCK-ABNER coalition 
will win easily not only because of its strength per..se, 
but primarily due to the fact that its existence will not 
become known to JO£fES until the last minute on November 27, 
1959 when itsis too late for JONES to rally his forces. 

It should be noted that in October, 1959, 
Illinois CP Chairman CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT said that the 

"immediate task 11 of the Illinois CP is to recruit members 
for the Chicago NAACP before November 11, 1959. LIGH~FOOT 
said that new NAJ~CP recruits who are signed up before 
November 11, 1959, will be eligible to vote in the 
December 11, 1959 Chicago NAACP election and that thus 
the CP can play a prominent behind-the-scenes role in the 
December, 1959 Chicago NAACP election. 

~ On November 7, 1959 ,LESTER DAVIS, in addressing 
South Side Chicago CP leaders, said that "the NAACP 
at Chicago can 'be altered by changing the rotten leadership .... 
We are within grasp of victory ••... We. are well nigh in a 
position to exercise control of NAACP at Chicago." 

Observations and Proposals 

. Based on the preceding information, it would 
appear that the "left caucusrr of NAACP seems in an 
excellent position to take over the NAACP at Chicago. 
Unless President THEODORE JONES can somehow be energized 
to marshal his followers arl campaign aggressively, it 

- appears that the CP, by using the "left caucus 11 and directing 
CP members in the "left caucus", will achieve a 
significant degree of control of NAACP at Chicago. 

- 3 
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CG 100-3286~ CONF~ffiAL' 
In an attempt to frustrate the "le_ft caucus" . - ·~'/ 

the following tactic is suggested. · r•~~ () /7
5 ,,_0 ~v·1 

• por~ 1e'~e.. 'f'il W e- D~ tJl :< · 
. NAACP President THEODORE JONES and~ 14-S, 'T"'jpvli'f' 

the Chairman and key man on the NAACP Nominating Committee~ 
are both vitally interested in the civ~JL__~ion __ 
and are both- anti-Communist. [GG 14-s'J who holds a J~V;:,P-A11}--.;' 
leadership position in the "left caucus",has asked for 
guidance in what he calls "his current dilemma". As a (}1)>-v,J.IYIIPJr 

~left caucusu leader,)2G 14-~wants to progress in the 
caucus and thus increase his value to the Bureau. As a 
well-educated, intelligent Negro, he knows Communism 
to be detrimental to the best interest of the Negro people 
and fears that the nleft caucus" taking over NAACP at 
Chicago will be prejudicial to the best interest of the 
Negro. 

f/1} ;;..Oll.IVII},..,r" 

Currently{fG 14-Slis meeting regularly with 
NAACP President THE~ONES in an effort to work out 
the so-called "harmony slate 11

• It will be recalled that 
the "left caucus" is reportedly only using the "harmony 
slate" as a subterfuge and plans at the last minute on 
November 27, 1959,to double cross J01~S and to spring 
the BlJLLOCK-AB:NER coalition. ,..._ .. J!'' 

,.. • I tJ f-0 IL.I>'I 

In r~sponse to(CG 14-S~ request for guidance, 
the Chicago Division proposes that while giving him 
guidance, it simultaneously can initiate a counterintelligence 

~- ~ r~~ ac 1.-J.On. tJ oe.t.-t-• e-•7. 10 e~ 
. {JIT,'l.-1' tO/-]J' 'f"V f)J ~ ,o~~l'l ,.)'('' 

The Chicago Division proposes that (cG 14-S, '"''"ofl­
in his discussions with JONES ea~y in the week of November 
2;1959, discretely and indirectl~inform JONES of the 
BULLOCK-AE£ffiR coalition's existence and the fact that 
it, the coalition, will be sprung on JONES on November 27, 
1959 when it is too late for him to marshal opposition forces. 

The Chicago Division feels_ that if JOh~S is 
informed in time that his hated enemy GERP~D BULLOCK is, 
by mea~s of a coup, attempting to succeed him,NEwill 
become enraged, su~non his lieutenants and go all out 
to defeat BULLOCK and the "left caucus" with him. 

NW p528 0 Docld : ~2989672 Page 26 



l t • 
---~ ... -ft: .. · 

~\ ~·-'t 

. _,.,.. -., .--.A 

• -<>. 
. . . v/(W • 

. - .J ~ ... .. . -

CG 100-32864 rnr\~ ~·, .. ~ -;. _(.! ·, ~ j, • 
' l. !" : • -~ • • • ~ ~ ~ l ., ·-· ~ 

Even if JORES' is·~~izea~and goes all out, 
he will' reportedly have great difficulty in defeating 
the "left~ caucusu. If he were to activate and could not 

-=--de~·at -·the 11left caucusu completely, it is f'el t that 
his -political activities, if he can be influeneed to 
organize; can at least gain him sufficient support to 
limit the Party influence in. the NAACP to aairreducible 
minimum. 

It is noted that after due consideration, the 
Chicago Division feels that an anonymous mailing would 
not again ~e effective in ~his situation. . ~~o 

~ 0 e. 'f'oil ;rrr--< 
.rl u tfl' (f e.,.J,J 1' 

Recom..'llendation , fJtJ~' 1JJf-Q"' --n ~tA" 

' I 

. ·~ . 

•. 
-· .. .. -_. 
:, ·- ·. : 

.M ..,-r:tJoJ ,,;}U . ' ',J 
Bureau authority is reque.s-fed (by airtel) to -A ·~~--rl~' ) 

lallow CG 14-S to uleak ¢liscretely':Jinformation regarding/."',~t..:i hf"rt 

the BULLOCK-ABNER cqalition to THEODORE JONESJ:as early/ ~e. 1wr" ~ 
in the week of November 22, 1959 as possibl<il The sooner 'r~rJ! · ;r--< ,... 
JONES is notified, the more time he will have, if this ~~ r M~)· 
technique if approved, to mobilize for the November 27, 1959 ,pw~ 
NliliCP pre-election meeting. 

LOPEZ 
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--~;-----------;~ - ---

1 - J.~~·· Belmont 
1 - ~;- Baumgardner 
1 - ~ ~ QtConnor 
1 lY1r., Bly 

11-23-59 

~ / I. TELE'lYPE 
1 . 

. ·'I 

TO SAC CHICAGO (103-32864) 

CONCERNING THE 1HACHINATIONS OF LEFT CAUCUSc. 

ADVISED PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 

-... . -
·-. " . 

NOTE ON~ YELLOW: 

KEEP BUREAU 

.;... -· 'teletype being sent due to urgency frf action desired~ 

same 

.;:_-. 
l·-· . ._ 

~See 
captiOn; 

J· 
HOB:sal :p~~ 

(6) 

memorandum Baumgardner to Belmont~ 11-23-59, 
HOB; sal o .. -· ··----. --. 

.- I --···- '• ... ..., ___ ,. .. 
o< .. •-" "' I\!_ .: t;, 'l 

' ·!' ·-- ... ·-· ...... ~ , . 

~ 
. . . - ........ 

f I'\ ... 
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FD-36 (Re":'. 12-13-~6) • 

t' 

F B I . .1ttf'~~ \ b 
!.~~"{ 

Date: 12/3/59 p~cu..-1\.ss!.: -
0~ I 

Transmit the following in -~..;;;P..;;;LA;;._.._;;I;;:.:N:.:.-T::.;E:=.XT=-=---=-,.-----:---:----------il 

___________ (_T_~_e_m~p=l~w-·n~t-ex-t~or~c~o~de~)·~~~~------~~;~~~·~-- ~ - - --- . 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 1 
Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ___ _ 

------------------------------------------------L------- -· 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI {100-3~104) 

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (100-32864) 

n . 
C_OM11UNIST. PARTY, _USA 
COUNTERI~TELLIGENCE .PROGRAM­
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

~ - -- I - . 
4~-- ...... --- ... · ~ - ·--- - ·- ... ~ ~- .. 

Remyairtel 11/19/59 and Bureau teletype 

L . 
fl-./\ ,""~.. .... · ~ . ~ -: '~ 
........ / - ·' ' ••• 1 .. ...... . 

11~3/59 re counterintelligence activity designed to defeat 
the "left caucus" within the Chicago National Association 
for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) which is composed 
of individuals opposed to the leadership of THEODORE A. 
JONES, current Chicago NAACP President. There are members 
of the Illinois CP and other Marxist elements in this 
caucus and the immediate objective of their efforts is the 
election of Chicago Branch officers to be held on 12/11/59. 

tfo~"f"ld;) /)e./e..rc..o 11-J: ,,.;;..o , .. ....,.., T'J ( ..J r.r.,..o.s ~ 
n.J.-

Tflt/"'';.y ,wuff-"' - · "" ~mmediately upon receipt of Bureau authority, LPG 14-~~was contacted and instructed to discreetly and in­
directly furnish to JONES information in informant's 
possession concerning plans of the "left caucus" to double­
cross JONES after purporting to agre·e on a "harmony slate" 
of candidates satisfactory to both Joims and the caucus. 
'rhe informant later reported that he was able to furnish 
this information to JONES within twenty-four hours since 
JONES contacted him sh~r~f after JONES returned to Chicag~~~ 
from New York on 11/23/59. · Yf 

@ Bureau (REGISTERED) , . . ::-:.7i:.~a-;~;~.J.--;~ 
2- Chicago FX-7 ') 4 "H D ?ft • • .-/! ··~ 

1- 100-8261 (C~m~nfil, NAASPT~:· ot:C,- ~l 
-"' .....::.--e -~ . , «'.·~ • }j)_ I 

J JF I nj b U-vt.iJ~-t /[f f...,.!' ! t--~· j' · 1 .. _ .· , .. . · · / f?J £.
1
1- . 

( 5 ) · .. r-·-'f{! I' . I 
I ~_-v: ~ ... / ';'\ ,;r-~ -~c;-- ~71 

.It .tr- · · r '- ~~ : ~ · · ;t:~/ bs • ....,-· ~~· ·.~ ~ f)r- - . 

• . "ti • o~r- ·req~estand fs not for disse?ni{ :. ~: ~; -::---·-: ~9 
This d cument is prepared ~?": respo~!~ .. ~ }J • .i ed to 0 ficial p1·oceedings bl! 
nation o~t st e yow · v '~" . ,. "''{.,; • ·· + b" disclosed to unau ortz 
'your Committee and t~~onte1 . , rrt:aY nu.~ FBI 
nel without the e~-~ aP.J,.;'fovaL~l.:zF, • 

Approved: ·· • ,... ' · Sent ---7~----· M 
1 - Sp~c;ial Agent in. Charge :_ T 
~ I " · z--.._ 
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(Type in plain text or code) . (,...., .. --.~ ·r· ~. _, .~ ... ~ '· 

,. I l . 
I .-... • 

Via---------- - · ··"""' ·• ..i!:'o 
. . (Priorit~ or Method of Mailing) 1 · 
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CG lOQ-32864 

Informant advised that JONES' reaction upon 
rece1v1ng this information was one of surprise and anger. 
He promptiy stated that although he did not intend to be a 
candidate for re-election as President .of the Chicago 
Branch and had planned to take a cooperative and amenable 
attitude toward the "harmony slate" being prepared by the 
Nominating Committee, be now saw the need for direct 
action in support of candidates of his own choosing in 
the Branch election. He said he was considering two or three 
individuals who might be strong candidates for President, 
and that one of these would receive the unqualified and 
active support of himself and his followers. 

The following information concernin~_the re~ent 
developments in this matter was received fromtPG 14-SJ 
on 12/2/59: /.v~o/l,Nin-,.J:r 

" . Within a few days, after a meeting by JONES with 
his supporters, he flatly rejected the "harmony slate" 
which was offered by the Nominating Committee. Further, 
at a meeting of the "left caucus" a ·-~ecision was made that 
the caucus would support a full slate of candidates which 
included GERALD BULLOCK for President, LOLA BELLE HOLMES 
for Secretary, and LESTER DAVIS and SAUL MENDELSON as 
Executive Board.members. DAVIS is a current member of the 
Illinois State Committee of the Communist Party (CP) and 
HOLMES is an Illinois CP member. MENDELSON is a former 
member of the National Committee of.the Independent 
Socialist League, now defunct. 

The JONES forces also prepared a slate which 
included DEMPSEY TRAVIS, a well-known Negro realtor for 
President, WILLIE THO~~S for First Vice-President, ETHEL 
DOSTAL for Secretary, and JAMES KE~W for Treasurer. TRAVIS 
is a candidate personally selected by JONES, and the others 

named are incumbents who are strong supporters of JONES. 

Approved: ------------
Special Agent in. Charge 
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-(Type in plain text or code) 
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- ... . • - .. ......., .1..:'·1 

KEMP is , on~ __ _of JONES' first lieutenants and the· source of 
much of his following among trade union members. JONES, 
himself, is a candidate for the Executive Board on this 
slate. 
~--· 

At a meeting of the Chicago Branch on 11/27/59, 
the most important business was the election of a three 
man Election Supervisory Committee to serve at the Branch 
election on 12/11/59. The duties of this Committee are 
to control nrocedures connected with the distribution of 
the ballots-and, in the past," the Committee has also super­
vised the counting of the ballots. This meeting was cared 
by JONES in a union hall near 74th Street and Cottage Grove 
and his opponents accused him of choosing this hall because 
he would be able to marshal additional support from Chicago 
NAACP members who are trade unionists and who normally 

/JoJHIIL~"~IVJ1COngregate there for recreational purposes. According to 
l£G 14-SJthere were over 200 members present at this meeting 

· and the eomposition of the membership present at first 
indicated that the supporters of the "left caucus" enjoyed 
a slight numer·ical advantage. \'fith JONES presiding, the 

1 meeting was temporarily delayed until additional members 
from JONES' camp arrived. · · · 

Both sides offered three candidates for the 
Election Supervisory Committee and each side· named three 
tellers to count the v9tes. It had been indicated that 
there were about 220 members present but after 220 ballots 
were counted there were still a large number of uncounted 
ballots remaining. This brought a sharp protest from SAUL 
MENDELSON, a leading member of the "left caucus" who was 
serving as a teller for the caucus. One of the JONES tellers 
insisted that he had counted at le~st 300 members present 
and the counting of the ballots was continued after a 
ruling by JONES. . 

When the vote count passed 265 and there were 
still a substantial number of uncounted ballots, MENDELSON 

- 3 -

Approved: ------------
. Special Agent in Charge 
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CG 100-32864 , __ ·--X.'"'··· 
became extremely angry and challenged the legality of the 
election. JONES ruled against him. MENDELSON then seized 
both the counted and uncounted ballots. and threw them out 
into the crowd, scattering the ballots on the floor. 

After the confusion subsided, JONES, as Chairman, 
ruled that MENDELSON had forfeited the election by his 
action. He then announced that JAMES KEMP, THEODORE 
CALLION, and AMY VICTOR, the candidates of the JONES forces, 
had been elected to the Election Supervisory Committee 
for the December Branch election of officers. JONES then 
adjourned the meeting and left the hall. 

These developments left the meeting in an uproar 
and GERALD BULLOCK took the floor and drafted a telegram 
of protest to ROY WILKINS, National NAACP leader, which was 
signed by BULLOCK and at least ten others. The telegram 
demanded~supervision of the Chicag~ Branch election in 
December by impartial representatives of the NAACP National 
Officeo 

In a meeting of-\he~'tleft ca~cus" held on 12/1/59, 
the major activity was the composition of a long letter 
to the national leadership of the NAACP which included a 
statement that a copy of the letter was being sent to the 
local press. It was expected that this letter might influence 
WILKINS to take action as requested by the "left caucus" in 
supervising the forthcoming Branch election. Some considera­
tion was also given to a proposal that an attempt be made 
to obtain an injunction of some type against the JONES 
forces. No final decision was made on this proposal at 
that time. 

-4-

Approved: ------------ Sent ------M Per-------
Special Agent in -Charge 
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CG 100-32864 - \ . · iv .. , .t:.-;:~L · 
Observations and Conclusions 

Although pertinent developments in this matter 
/have been set forth above, it is not possible to predict 

·~rgthe ou~~ome of the 12/11/59 election at this time. However, 
}{~ CG 14-~nas pointed out that if the Election Supervisory 

~ ommittee composed of JONES supporters is permitted to · 
function at the Branch election, the "left caucusn will be 
faced with a very limited possibility of success. As an 
indication that the Illinois Party leadership is concerned 
about this development, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT recently instructed 
both DAVIS and HOLMES to seriously consider remaining in 
Chicago for the election in spite of the fact that they 
are scheduled to accompany the Illinois delegation to the 
CP National Convention on the same weekend. 

· From the developments to date, it is apparent 
that JONES'did take immediate and aggressive action in 
mobilizing his forces for the 11/27/59 Branch meeting. In 
addition, he rejected the "harmony slateu supported by 
the "left caucus" and presented a slate of his own candidates 
for Branch officers. These were the· immediate objectives 
of the Chicago office in initiating this counterintelligence 
activity as set forth in re airtel of 11/19/59. 

The Bureau will be promptly advised of any 
additional pertinent developments, including the final 
outcome of the 12/11/59 Chicago Bra~ch NAACP elections. 

I 

Approved: ------------
Special Agent in Charge 
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t. · •(i:ic;"Mem~ndum • UNITED ST!i.s GOVERNMENT -' ~( . f('~"*'-~ . . . ,• . 
p1-~~,~ . ." . . ' . 'j{ ./ 

:;p A. H .. Belmon~t·s~til'J>1·,() ~ DAT.E:December 7, /J~59 
. o~ · _.,:_; :· .: r. -· 1 - Mr. Belmont at-4--f ,..,...~:~~ 

,.>1 f~P~ : F .. J. Baumgardner ·"''1~ 1 - Mr. Baumgardner ffoeLo~ch __ 
__ ...-~ J.fh~ 1 - Mr. 0 1 Connor, _ ~~~uue __ 

- r'.,;--- ..-- _... 1 ~--Mr • 'Bly {;):-if Parsons -
§Y~~COMMUNIST . PARTY, USA · . · ':1· ~9?1 ?(1? ~~~': -. -· -

. Q,OUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 11 
. ' ~"' • ~~1)j . / rr~tter -,-

INTERNAL SECURITY - C . t "" \,~AL-!'1&~ 1 !4" w.~. suu.van-
pg~~ ~~er:-o:,.;~;;~:.v~k;,:;1~ ¢' S.:~!&:: ~.''l~ .":.1r~~~~:~?m~~o~ 

Under d~ of Nov,:;mber 2J, 1959, the'Bureau au&'~~ed thefanay __ 
Qh;!.qago Office to f:fns·truct !,SE 14-~)~o discreetly and indirectly lealiJperti­
aent inf'ormation fO Theodor•e A. Jones, anticommunist president of the 
ehicago Branch of the National Association for Advancement of Colored Peo­
p~~ · {NAACP), regarding secret plans of the 11 left caucus, n aimed eventuall~(J 
g~ ~~izing control of the Chicago Branch at the annual election on ~i 
~§Q§rnl:;>er 11, 1959. The planned strategy of the nleft caucus 11 was to have~,. 
~t§ §~ate of officers nominated at the pre-election meeting scheduled. for 
NQV~~ber 27, 1959. tour informant, CG 14-S, was the chairman of the 
NQm1nating Committesa which committee consisted of three communists, two 
~f whom were on the II inois State Communist Party {CP) committee, as well 
§~ ? member of the Soci 1st lvorkers Party and a former member of the 
fl~~;i.onal committee of th Independent Socialist League. According to ·~:C ··_i". 

J9G lU~~ it looked as tho h the Nominating Committee would nominate a 

\
grQ\lP of leftist officers. Pun.'iH;J - D~b~r-e..o l'ls ~uAo.-l,Mb:r'~~ 7'e..J(]r n 
- · , .. rr tqe.,.~-r,~Y' o~.;.J.t:.o.F~.""".wr. 

I ~J-oJt .. ,.o-~ I) 
The Chicago Office, by airtel dated December 3, 1959, furnished 

tnfo~ation pointing out that our counterintelligence efforts in trying to 
pr~vent the communists from seizing control of this 20,000-member Chicago 
~ranch of the N~AOP has been initially successful. However, the final test 
w~l.l come on December. 11, 1959, when the actual election of officers will 
take place. · 

-po/Z..i""t11W De..le..-reo As IN;:.G.!'-NII)'t'"IOJ/ 7'_J:.uo.s n lt>e.-J'f"'•;:r /..V,/:()~tJ-1/J.~,-

[cG 14-S, following instructions and without revealing his inform­
ant status, discreetlyjadvised Jones on November 23, 1959, of the secret 
:plans of the "left caucus" Nominating, Committee to do~ble cross Jones and 
~elect a slate of candidates not acceptable to Jones (after promising tq,VV"' 
select a "harmony slate" of candidates)which would have included a commu-~" 
nist as secretary and another communist as executive board member. The 
Jones forces prepared an opposing slate of noncommunist officer candidates. 
At the Chicago Branch meeting on November 27, 1959, the most important busi 
ness was to elect a three-man Election Supervisory Committee to serve at 
the Branch election on December 11, 1959. This committee wouldrontrol pro­
eedures connected with the distribution of.'ballots and supervise the count­
ing of the ball.ots. The November 27, 1959, meeting was called by Jones in 
a union hall near 74th Street and Cottage Grove in Chicago and his oppo­
nents accused him of choosing this hall because he would be able to mar•shal 
additional support from Chicago NAACP members who are trade unionists and 
who normally congregate there for recreational purposes. According to 
~~~!~:~~here were over 200 me~bers . pr~~e~~ an~~~ l~k~~ at _first that 

lQC-3-104 ijf~a4cztme~E@- tifo.parea in re~ ~ J~ :J L.~ 1; 

Enclosure . --. .~z~n ~w~~~~t!Jo1~~,.8~mittee. Its u.se f/:m,r;~est ~~~s~ot for ~issemi-

l..w_,~QB :kmo ( ~ !:.~!~\!~~~t;t~f. =~~!~1Xl1\C:}~~!:!!t~~:"Jt~~~;:: .. ;y . 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTJ, USA 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 

100-3-104 . 

the supporters of the rrleft caucusrr enjoyed a sl:iight numerical advantage. 
Jones, who was presiding, delayed the meeting unt~l additional Jones sup­
porters arrived. Both sides then offered three candidates for the Election 
Supervisory Committee; It had been indicated that there·were about 220 
m~mbers present at t.he meeting. When the vote c.o,unt passed 265 and there 
was still a substantial number of uncounted ballots, Saul Mendelson, a lead­
ing member of the ·"left caucusn who was serving a's a teller for the caucus, 
became extremely angry and challenged the legali.ty of the election. Jones 
ruled against him and Mendelson then seized both the counted and uncounted 
ballots and threw them out into the crowd, scatte·ring the ballots on the 
floor. After the confusion subsided, Jones, as clhairman, ruled that 
Mend~lson had forfeited the election by his acti~n and then announced that 
the candidates representing the Jones forces had ~een elected to the Electic 
Supervisory Committee. Jones then adjourned the ~eeting and left the hall. 
These developments left the meeting in an uproar ;and Gerald Bullock, who is 
to be the nleft caucus" candidate for president of the Chicago Branch, took 
the floor and drafted a telegram of protest to Roy Wilkins, national NAACP 
leader, which was signed by Bullock and at least 10 others. The telegram 
demanded supervision of the Chicago Branch elect:ii.,on on ·December 11, 1959, by 
impartial representatives of the NAACP national ~Tfice. 

/.V~n..N~h.~J r 

· [9a 14-~has advised that while it is impossible to predict the 
outcome or the December 11, 1959, election, if t~e Election Supervisory 
Committee composed of Jones supporters is permitt:ed to function at the 
Branch election, the "left caucus" will. be faced ·,with a very limited possi­
bility of electing their candidates •. ~ 

RECOMME~~ATION: ~Ci~ 

This memorandum h~een p;epared for y·our information. There is· 
attached herewith an airtel to the Chicago Office instructing that the 
Bureau be kept promptly advised of all devel.opmen,ts, particularly the 
results of the December 11, 1959, election of o~~lcers for the Chicago 
Branch of the NAACP. 

llt/ :;(d!· (M· 
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Tot SAC, Chicago (100-32864) 
I=X-124 RECM 5jj . . . I J') 

Prom: ""b).rector ~ FBI ( l00-3-104 )- ;J 

COMMUNIST Pi~RTY$ USA 
COIDiTERINTELLIG~NCE PROGRMI 
Il'TERNAL SECulRITY.- C 

,. 

" e1. - Mr.. Belmont 

. ,. 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
· .1 - · J4r. 0 '·Connor. 

l - Mr. Bly 

December 81 1959 

'I . 

Re ·Chicago airt~l December 3~ 1959. 
. . 

It would appear t~~t the eounterintelligenoe object~ve. 
aimed at preventing th.) ~'left csucus 11 r:ro.T~ seizing control of th~ . 
Chicago Branch ct the National Association for Advancement of Colored 
People {NAACP) bas been initially succ~ssful. The Bureau should be 
kept prc.-nptly advlsed of· all p~rtin~nt developmentfl ~ particularly 
the actual results of the Decembe!" ll, 1959.~ election of Chicago 
Branch officers or the l~ACP. 

{ 

/ 
S0e !-'!erno Baumgardner to Belmont 12/7/59 same caption 

HOB:kmo 

~nd is not for dissemi-­
• res onse to you: ~equest a ff,;(';az p?·oceedings by 

This do'cument is prepcared ~~ee PIts '?kSe i~ hrl'!'tf,ill,a, t% t~ ~~~uthorized pe?·so7~r-
t
. outside ?jou.r omm2, . nut be dtse ose 

na, ton · "tt · and t7w content r;tCLY 1 F""'I 
your Co?i'l/IWI- ee '. a,vproval of t te ~ • 
nel without the express L I 

Tolson __ 
Belmont __ '('. •':'\ 
DeLoach__ \ \ ,.! J.: 
~~~uire-- HOB:kmo \};l.,i" 
Parsons __ ( 7} Jt 
Rosen __ 

"Tomm __ 
Trotter __ (} 0 
W .c. Sulllv11n _ _ 1 
Telei Rooni"'-' · '- .-' .- .-,. , . 
Hollafuon ~- :W /..... v , ~ '. t :.; ~~ 

: Goudy MAiL ~ROOM 
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11!2. McGuire..- .. 

) 

A _.. Xr: Mcln·---
W ~- P~""ns _ -··· 

· Mr-. Rose~L--.=:.-

.. • FBI 

..._ fsfnJrl: . ; [~iil\l 12/14/59 :~: ~~:::~::·.~::: 
""- IJUI1 Mr. W.' . .' .~nl_lin~i ~ 
Transmit the following "in ---------:::---'!--:-:------:--:---------t 'l'ele. Room~ .. 

(Type in plain text or code) )Jr. Hlilb~ ~ 
MbSGan~' 

Via ___ A_I_R_TE_L ____ ~- ---------~~-~~~~=-~-~--t~i! 
. (Priority or Method of Mailing) :~· ) ; 

--~-----------~-------------------~-------------~-------

~ r 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-104) 

FROM : -SAC, CHICAGO {100-32864) 
. Q 
SUBJECT: ~.._ COf41!Ul{I_S_T __ ~An'l'Y.) ... USA 

...C.Q"QFrERINTEIJ., IGENCE .. PROGRAM 
IS - C 

~-- ..... 

ReBuairtel of 12/8/59, captioned as above 
concerning counterintelligence tactics regarding the 
·~eft Caucus" of the National Association for the 
Advancement of the Colored People (NAACP) at Chicago. 

1/VrrJtt...IY) "JJI The following information was furnished by 
fCG 14-~who has furnished reliable information in the 
'1Tast, on 12/12/59: 

Results of December, 1959 
Chicago NAACP Branch Election 

By a vote ratio of approximately two to one, 

I{ 

the candidate slate of THEODORE A. JONES resoundingly 
defeated lhe' Chicago NAACP "Left Caucusrr candidate 
slatea at the 12/11/59, Chicago NAACP Election. Not 

.. t-one "£eft Caucustr candidate was elected to NAACP Office 
\..at Chicagoo 

! ""'' Tactics Used by JONES To 
Achieve Victory 

JONES "pulled all the stops" in defeating 
the ''Left Caucus'; At the time that information vras nleaked" 

Cf: ~~~:~o -"-•PJ j}/)~r;: / /-. / ~IJ.l ~ } tJ· 
( 1 - 100-8261) £1 A~.vf~./.~ . ~-~/ u I -- o/'-+ $' I 

f.)/"-1 c/ Rr~'~~-'tio f c- """" £..., ~ 
;)-, J/l~, f /sf c.vo ~ 'k Dr: 2 '-~ .. ..,.· ~ . 

JJC:mak 
(5) 

11',;-- jl J..;c :~..n ..... I ~~ · _ ~o 9m ~~ 
. "Y . 1'1 '-'\1 . ..... 

I LJ-~fd' ~ t.:j 'EX. 10Y- ""--... _ .,. .. , 
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to JONES of the "Left Caucus" plan to double cross 
him, JONES emerged from his lethargy and went into 
action. 

JONES used the technique "first things first" 
and from ll/24/59p to 11/27/59, he concentrated on 
defeating the "Left Caucus" attempt to gain control of 
the Election SUpervisory Committee. JONES~ first goal 
was achieved during the turbulent meeting of 11/27/59, 
(Chicago airtel o£ 12/3/59). 

From 11/28/59, to 12/11/59, JONES, with apparently 
only his most intimate lieutenants as confidants, planned 
the following strategy which was put into practice on 
12/11/59, and resulted in the routing of the "Left Caucus"'! 

JONES reportedly in early December, 1959, 
although a strong Republican,entered into an alliance 
with the strong Chicago South Side Democratic Organization 
for the purpose of defeating the "Left Caucus". As the 
election process began at approximately 8:30 p.m. on 
12/11/59, the South Side Democratic ·organization held 
tight control of the balloting process. Democratic 
ward committeemen, :)precinct captains and their followers 
were located strategically at each pha~~ of the election 
process. The Democratic Organization't;ot out"the vote 
and despite the fact that a torrential rain storm occurred 
on the evening ox 12/11/59, the Democratic Organization 
"brought" in"enough peop;te to insure JONES' victory 
by a . wide margin. 

JONES also struck a paralyzing psycholog~cal 
blow at the "Left Caucus". Any "Left Caucusn thought 
of disrupting the meeting was removed quickly because 
on approaching the polling place the first sight visible 
through the intense rain was the flashing red lights 
of police vehicles. Inside eight uniformed policemen 
d~rected by a police sergeant circulated continuapyand 
by tbeir presence thwarted any latent disruptionist 
tendencies of the "Left Caucus". The election was· run 
in an efficient businesslike manner and was directed 
by an NAACP official appointed by the NAACP leadership. 
At the completion of the balloting, the "Le:ft Caucus" 
made no complaint of any kind regarding irregularities. 

! 
;· 
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Observations and Conclusions 

Without the use of the counterintelligence tactic 
sanction~in Bureau teletype of 11/23/59, it is felt 
·that the "Left Caucus" would possibly have taken over 
NAACP at Chicago or certainly gained a powerful voice 

. in Chicago NAACP affairs by successfully gaining a 
m~~r number of elective positions. As late as 11:00 a.m. 

JJJfOft. : on 1~/ll/59~J&G 14-§Jadvised the Chicago Division that 
he, rom his close vantage point, deemed the election's 
resul ta "a toss up n. It is also felt by the Chicago M r..J'! · 
Division that the use of any lesser counte~ntellig~~~N~0~. 
'technique would have :failed badly.. [e.G 14-W has advised 
that undoubtedly the ttleak" of the impending "Left Caucus" 
double cross so jolted JONES that JONES dropped everything 
and set out to defeat the "Left Caucus"o The result 
of using the counterintelligence tactic in point seems to 
be that for the year 1960, NAACP at Chicago will have 
outspoken anti-Communist leadership to the consternation 
of Illinois CP Chairman CLAUDE LIGh~FOOT who designated 
NAACP at Chicago as the point of CP concentration for 
mass organizational work. It is noted that LIGHTFOOT 
had assign~d.several Illinois CP members, including two 
Illinois CP District Committeemen to the allout task 
of taking over NAACP at Chicago by means of a '~eft 
Caucus" victory in the 12/11/59, NAACP Election at Chicago. 

LOPEZ 
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n.eade~, LUTilliR:.c·KING. STANLEY LKVISON wrote the speech 
that KING delivered at the AFL-CIO Convention in 

. . 
• • I<' •'~~ . -~ . 

. ./ Florida. LEVISON is active in KING 1 S rrright .to vote 11 

/ movement in the South and ''1as ·insj:;rumental in raisf~ ;;!; · 

L-

$2_00,000 for th~s movementj *: 'c_f~ 9;t;i:!-5. :t.;. 21 ;-;:::;is :t~-
r:sy reason· of his. association with KING, . '. 

·LEVISON has access to the ~·!hite House .. LEVISON has 
been in contact with President KENNEDY, Attorney General 
ROBERT KENNEDY and important lcacers of the AFL-CIO. 
He also has, r:o&tact wi·H, numerous peorple in .Gover~entJ . 
%s#·'?'~ 0. . .::! Ill!!"-- 1.'-\.~J)R??C_.__r''~) ::f't •Q \. ]s!_j ..;(..._.; \ Q-ot1cuT 
"'r' . . . ----"""-.... lllii~WI.. • .o~~-~-!1' 
. · fin accordance ·Nith his previous cornmitment ... to · 

V"do ~o, S'JJA~~ LEVI~ON con~rib_~<;l. $~2., 000 ¥0
7 

}h(r C)?
9
x; USA18 --h · t' 

Natlonal O.L f~c~e du.r:Lng .196J. ._n~>t ; e 1 (? -~ 2'- I OS 6 6 
.. t ce ote:b:- .-..,..; \.4 - '\. t u&-.\11 -- · , 

I;o~ T-11 ~Qvised the f~llowin~ 

fin a recent meeting 1.-1i th LEi\'lENT HABRIS, CP, USA 
functionary associated VJi th the CP, USA Reserve Fund operation, 
the informant was told by HAIL~IR that shortly before GUS HALL, 
cu; us.4 General ~secretary--,--·\\·e:n:c'·to ··tne~~-west"'"doas't; · :H.im:Rts trans­
mitted to H. Atr:·a. •tconfi'dentia1'";/erba:l''reho'"":·f'>t'H· .... on·n·· ~-'n,lfiFE>l"M"T'-.;T:;:~ 

• ...,._ • - ·~., • , -••o,r .............. !'J>~'' A~•"'.,l,;·- •b;r....,.,..Al'~~...:.~. i'l..t'i~,\~...1..1.'1 

· LUTHER "KING"; ·"»ftirrii-trhed. t-o' HAI'grs .. by STAH~-"...LEVJ:SON, KING 1 s 
at"torney .... an(f,._oo;Jtsor~·"'·\'Jho·l.s ·a ·:]ecret ~member Of the ep""''ana a 
regular contributor to the C.P.: USA Reserve Fund.~LEVISO~'$ 
report was as foL~ows J Jbs:J ;;4 -t! 'c .:\ ;1~~ •·tHs ;(;;. ?ia_s ft> 

fWhen Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was inv~ed to adAress 
\ the AFL-CIO convention some time ago, KING, on LEVISON'~ ad­
~v'vice, first obtained approval to do so from A. PHILLI~~~OLPHj 
\ ~££.0 labo~--~~flcte:r ,, l·Jho, it: he had not been consul ted ~n the 

matter, mi.ght have felt that KING's making a speech at the 
afores 9-id convs:nyion '\'las a b}ow to R~:POLPH 1 s pres tig~J. 
~ 6 \so ;:!3 fie te e 6 ~ h ,e . . sDL& t £610 \ &zt I @ 

~ \ • ...c h . ,9:) +« & vc cs Q\ t a< sa ;sze wee . . .. 

·- B 
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fKING del~vered a·remarkably effective speech at the 
· AFL-CIO convention> and> as a result, received invitations 

from numerous labo::- leaders, including 11 MC DONALD Of Steel, 11 

to address their respective unions. As the outstanding 
champion of Negro rie;hts in the country, KING is .a powerful 

. /' political influence,_recognized as such by the higher echelons 
~ of the Democratic Party .. He has access to Attorney General 

ROBERT KENNEDY and P.:..,esident KENNEDY, who, politically, need 

. \~ ... ", 

-:; . .. . ... 

. KING, particularly in the South, ·where in cities like Atlanta 
and Ne\'1 Orleans the Ne~ro vote now constitutes the, }?alanc~ ~f 

1 power, an<1.where KING cpntrols t~e Negro votetz=l ~st 1 ec.s;ss :o:qa cs at 
1 :.: Q e 1 : : eo c t c cc 4 ti ; s e d e vcq 1 u f s t , 2 • 

I*'JMIEs HOFFA, rr..;;amsters Union 11 boss 1r appreciates 
the political power of KING, particularly the fact that KING 
can influence the 90,000 Negro members of the Teamsters 
Union. HOFFA invi"ted KING to address the Teamsters Union, 
and KING accepted the invitation. Knowing that KING is being 
deferred to by Attorney General KENNEDY, and President KENNEDY, 
HOFFA requested KING to contact the Attorney General in an 
effort to influence the latter 11 to lay:,off 11 HOFFA. KING \'las 
inclined to do as HOFFA requested, but LEVISON convinced him 
that to do so VJould be politic ally unt-Jise, inexpedient, and 
~ikely· to be a 11 boomerang, 11 since the Attorney General \'lould 

~~;;~jc~;,ct,~cJ~ ~Sew?- r;:t,i }f~~t~c~;ra;~r {n 5~~~ ~se 1of f.~ 
t t Ca t 0 t c xs~ , - . ' e 3 

t<\IJ.: . rLEVISQN had . to steer KING away from._an.P(ther poli ti-
t)/· ~ally hazardous situation. Some months ago OTTQ\PREMINGER, 

trollY..TIQ.Qd...movie .director . .,_ entered into negotiat-ions with 

!; ' 

a KING representative for KING to play a part in a picture 
which PRElfiiNGER \'Vould direct. Although PREr.ITNGER 1 s offer was 
11 temptingn, since it meant 11 fast, easy money" for KING's 
organization, LEVISON realized that for KING to accept 
the offe~ would lower the latter's prestige. After convincing 

.KING of this fact, LEVISON personallY. telepqoned to PREiviiNGER, 
te:l:ling him tl}at 1'tre deal \'Jas off'~ f\: l ep• \3etc\ e t Q& 

·~:::~ 7 ~~~'" .:e:;~ ·-:_ ~~~~ .,O~S~Tl~~ 0 7 ~~E\foJ.J 
. ~'"Te\J-tG&Jc£ (\Pe/UtTtotl .. - c -

CO\.TER PAGE 

('o· (\~ r~ n~r~Tt~~[ 
:1 __ ____ .,..,,... ~,. __ ~ --·'·-- ~ ~· 
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fvlhat IEVISON particul~SX v:a_Et.~d .. Q-.• Qi .. f!f.LL .. J~.s>,..l<no~f J· 
is that 11 KTNG;:i:s ~ =~~rt:Efd _ :.~arx'ist.!' who has studied L · 

l · .. ~.t, __ (.I!1qJ'x.:i.§m,l..,_.p.~.iie~n .. J, t,., .. _~i!.pQ.--a;-g-rf?:.~~\~~enr~:J?~- . 
.. l;>~~G.?J-.1§}~ ... '?.~ ?is b~:r_:g _c:,,.mJ:~i)~~G~¥. .Pf _r;~).;b&~o-~-?...:.~!~ not qa:r.e . te.~ 

to espouse i't'---puoJ.~c-;I.y :;J ]?~~ .tDD t~-\:-J ~ JT l~fM- ·-: a' ea:u · . ~ ; 
~~$lt.l~~}'~---..~ lto zz. y sa J >c E . . .. . · 

· ·. · {Gus HALL_, according to HARRIS, ~·1as "elated" to . 1"0 ~+&Q:t 
(.,../' receive LE-·I~ON~s r ort on ITT_ ' KI~c;.J '?c,. ~Lqv 0 .,_ \:--c ~ -e ~ ~ -~ 

. ,sc,~ii Crt) \\~~~a-0 Q ... • ( . I 1~3 \ t t m . .o ~ · _ .. · 
. On 379 2,~ T-1 advised that on 3/7/62, JA~lliS 

JACKSON, Editor of' 11 The vlorker 11 
, remarked that an article 

?n a recent edition of 11 The Nation 11 .!' ostensibly writt~n 
. V ~y !IJARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 'IJias actually 4!rittep- P,~ K"lJNT R 

PITTS 0 1 DELL,:.i1 ~,·u N "? ~. -~! ~•J ;,•, ~ te."::f it..sctou ~ jli 

~ ,,.·h.H'r~ ! ~s to be noted tha.t the 3/3/62 issue of 11 Tte 
Nation 11 contains cari article by riJ:ARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
entitled 11 Report on Civil Rights - Fumbling on the New 
Frontier 11

, \'lbich is a criticJ.s.:n. of the KEJ:mEDY administrations 1 

efforts in behalf" of'.civiJ .~~.gh~s. 

· [rn connection with the information set forth 
above to ,;he eff'eet that STANLEY LEVISON wrote the sp~ech. 
that the subject delivered at the AFL- CIO Convention in 
Florida, there is .some question as to vJhc-r;her this speech 
was written by STPJ~LEY LEVISON or by GUS HALL, CP, USA 
General Secretary~ inasmuch as during a discussion on 1/25/62~ 
between SF 2256-S.., GUS HALL and i'-illRLE BRODSKY, HALL 
told SF 2256~s and BRODSKY that heJ HALL, had written KING's 
speech-. In view of this question, on 3/30/62, :NY T-11 

I . 
I 
I . 
I 
! 

I 
was contacted in an ef;fort. to _reso1--:e the :ne.tter. and ~:r:v T-.,_ :....,...., 1 
advised as follov:s; 1 YV~'- -\tON 0<~ ~'-C-\--a .L G.~ )\.\..~< vi.AC\.. ~tOIIv \ .51v-.~ ~-. 

'-=10 I d @ tA. 'f t ~ I lA "f-~N Nl Cl.-11\. t . . 
J NY T-il is not inf a· posicion to give a categorical · 

ansv-1er to the question '\'Jho l>lrote the speech in question, and 
doubts that anyone but GUS HALL, LEVISON and LUTHER KING coul d 
do s·o. NY T-11 will be alert to obtain vihat'ever information 

. he can in this regard. For the following reasons, however, 
~ N'I T-11 ·would conclude th~t LEVISON,. rather than HALL, .wrote 

the spee~h in question: I f>~ 1 Tt D1"-> OQ. l-Q h J,_ • a a 0 q:=fc ).tv0 E & 
- --~=- I + 'C £ "to ~i'c-~ se.&.srh\lc ~~a et s - ,,)).a _. ( 111!ic;.__ .,JIIiii!C,..._Iflio • 

~·- ' - D - . 
11'6'\"U\'S«~U Of.tff\'tfO-.)". 

btJ 
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fAs far as the informant knows, HALL iS not 
personally acquainted v-Ii th LUTHER KING·, and \'laS not fully aware of 
KING's pro-Communist leanings until re.cen.tly, .whel) LEVISON, . 

~through LEM HARRIS, ·sent HALL a report on KING, and LEVISON's 
V close assoe.i.ation with KING. Although not impossible, it is in­

' consistent that HALL in Nev1 York 't'Jould write a speech for KING, 
· whom, until recentl?; he kne~ ~ittle ab~u~ a~ re&ar~s the 
~~~t1e6~~-~r·P~_Pi0co~d!~;tt ~pa~~~;:eA !'J"t,;&s 

1
0 ;; :-k _c.tl· ~ 

, - ~LL, although he can del~r a fair .speech, does not 
· write \'lell. He is ungram11atical and knows little if anything 

.Y"about proper sentence structure. ·NY T--11 has ,beard in the 
V . _.::past that HALL, in preparipg ·to give a speec}ri· has submitted th~ 

. ·· J ideas to people such as J .Ar;lES ALLEN, MICHAELIDAVIDO\v and ARNOLD 
tJfroHNSON, \'lho actually v1ri te the ·speech. It , is therefore, in the 

informant's opinion, highly imp:CObable that HALL wrote the 
speech in question. What adds to the improbability is the · 
fac~ ~hat HALL is,::;:too buyy go ~ngag~ .in .. such act1:_v?.;ty..J ~ t:A-et:"U 
l)e-c~< ~ a c (v'\.< Bi IOCU:1 te~ cozcclteu ;s else ;-y · 1sc-cf eR xs:4: 

. Jwhat HALL may have said to another sourcJ "VJi th regard 
to his being the author of the said speech must be interpreted 
in the light of HALL's character and motives. HALL is a pompous, 

l:·concei ted, arrogant individual and may have taken credit for the /! speech to enhance his oltm prestige. .Or, inasmuch as he may V · I have . wished to protect LEVISON, a secret Party member, he may 
have assumed personal responsibility for ·KING's speech. The 
third possibility in this regard is that HALL, in mentioning 
this matter to another source, may have used the editorial , .. li'le 11 

referring to the speech as having been prepared by the Party. l:1· s~~s$i/ial1Jayd havr Jiegorif;P- j;h~s ' prsggpa;sa~'I,"rt?c~l~tad ~~i· ~~~J~sn_J -t . 

. rA1 though the follo\'ling does not exclude the i 1 600
; 

po-ssibility that HALL \'lrote the speech in question, it is 
{ertinent \'lith regard to the question as to v1ho does 11 gbost-

/
wri te 11 for KING. As \.zas reported to the Bureau, JAMES JACKSON 

\ told NY T-11 that a recent article in 11The Nation 11
, ostensibly 

writ ten by KING, \'I as actually writ ten by Hill,YTER PITTS 0 1 DELL, 
a former CP f411c.tionary, who work& closely it1i th. both KING and 
LEVISON . I ~6 ; • e • .J P s 'e wlw e J ~ ~ 1 czQ2!l i :.s da -~ 0 ' T c 6 I I s l ~ 

.;...1 I {f: ~ + 0 t<b esc Sll!'!l t• t s :. osewoc... _ 
• . • \ I, - R -
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...-. .....--·The follm·:ing information furnished by{}IY 3580-S~ 

is n~being incorp0ra~ed into the Details of this repcrt 
due to thefG~ ~ that the inf~rmation, by its nature~ tends 
to identify ~i 25~o-s!)as the source thereof.· 

. -- ..1 t:. L.. s t,/ .-~ 
· Gn 3SCo-s~;J.auvised at 3:30p.m. cm"3/30/62,.,. tbat 

WYATT TEE·,.·,.: ALIGR telenhoned 'LEVISON at WliSON 1 s office in 
· NYCo · r-iALk.ER, '::ho 3c.id he i·Ias in ~·Iashington_, D.C., stated 
·that he had received· a teleohone call fron. nr:-r.ffui.TIN LUTHER 
KING this a- ~n. i·li th respect· to Justice vJF...ITTAKErt ( CHi\ELES 
EVANS \·I'HIT'l'AKE:rt, Supreme Court Justice) resigning. 

KING '\'Ianted to zet an ooinion from LEVISON. and 
: - ·\'lALKER as to ·:!hat r:1~.E;;-lt be KING's· strateg-.r in pushing HASTIE 
·_[~,--/ (Judg~ HILLIA?•l HEr·!R~\J-i~'S'~IE of the ~l}i:d . .-Ci:c.c.u; t._-~_ourt of,. 
'V / A.E£~?-~:?,) • LEVISON ·s"i}a"Geu he vzas th~nk~ng of cal.LJ..ng KING 

~.. in this regard as he thinks something should be done. 

\vALKER stated that ICinG is debating whethel;' to do 
it publicly_, put him (possibly President JOHN F. KENNEDY) 
right On the spot, or to do it through C11annels ~ thl"'OUgb 
protocol. 

LEVISON stated that he thought that it should be 
done oublicly. Negroes \'l<;JUld expect a leader to step forth 
at a 'time like this and declare \'lhat Negro should be put 
on the Supre!'ae Court. LEVISON stated that if KING: still 
feels cautious about it, be could call HASTIE who \'IOUld 

· give him a judgment on this. 

. LEVISON stated 11my tendency is for riffiRTIN 
(LUTHER KING) to issue a stctement on it and speak of it 
as a superb opportunity corr~ng at a critical juncture in 
history11

• 
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, ,. · lvALKER concurred l'li th LEVISON and s~ated "we ~-

haven 1 t · put_ .any pressure on the President . (JOHN F •. KENNEDY) 
, himself, it has been mostly on his brother, in the 

Department of Justice - by· .being nice '\·te haven r t gotten 
, anything11

• \'!A;LKER 1:1tated that a,·re 11 have. tp ge_t ~C?re 
Insistent \'lith the· PJ..,esident. · ..... . .. 

... , . LEVISON felt that there should not be any real 
problem as it is not a real strong demand. He stated that 
.it is so obvious that HASTIE is more aualified than~the 
'other candidates mentioned in·~the paper today for the 

. ..... ·· 

vacancy on the Supreme Court. ~ 

. vlALKER stated that KING 1·1as concerned with the 
paradox of asking for a Negro to be appointed to the Supreme 
Court, but LEVISON did not feel that this would be any 
prqblem. · · 

WALKER said tr +; he would be returning KING's 
call anc llJou..ld aclvr'.se.. ... \3"" cf LEVI8CN!~. , opi ~:i.~~ tdi th; -
respec-t. to the aboU.e.. \~~~\:~~, 

Regarding .STANLEY LEVISON and HUNTER PITTS O'DELL,­
nientioned above, the subject r s relationship '\'lith these two . 
individuals is set forth'- in the Details of this report. 
·rt is to be noted that nlJNTER PITTS 0 1 DELL i.s also commonly 
kno~m as JACK O'DELL . and J. Kill~TER O'DELL. 

The pretext interview by an SA of the FBI conducted 
on 4/27/61, as mentioned· in the Details o:f this report, '\'las as 
f'ollm·ts: 

SA JM~S F. O'C01~ffiLL7telephonically contacted JACK 

<. 
-.:(:;.-.:. 

' j,'' 

- ·~ 
; . : ""'. 

0 r·DELL under the guise o:f a person interested in contributing 
money to the Co:mmi ttee to De :fend riartiin Luther King, Jr. The 
telephone call \1/as made to telephone number UN 6-2000, the lis ted 
telephone number of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference ( .. '""--'--
(SCLC). - G-
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The p~etext interview by an SA o~ the FBI conducted 
on 10/27/61~ $.mentioned in the Details of this report~ w~s 

, as follows: :.. 

SA JA}lli3 F. 0 1 CONNELL telephonicalJycontacted 

.. 
' 

·JACK 0 1DELL_, under the guise of a person seeking information 
concerning fue SCLG and vrhether the SCLC was planning any activities 
in the New York City area4 The telephone call was made to 
telephone number UN 6-2000, the listed telephone numbe~. of 
.the SCLC. . 

· The pretext interview by ah SA of 'the F.BI conducted 
on 1/26/62~ as mentioned in the Details of this report, was 
as follows: 

SA JAMES F. 0 1 CONNE~telephonically contacted a 
female) name unknovm, who identified herself as an employee 
of the SCLC. The telepbone call was made under the guise 
of ~person interested in the activities of the SCLC. The 
telephone call was made to the telephone number UN 6-2000, 
the listed telephone number of the SCLC. 

The SAS of the FBI who observed Hill~TER PITTS 
0 'DELL entering the building located at 312 \llest 125th Street~ 
New York City, on 10/27/62, as mentioned in the Details of 
this report~ were as follows: 

SA JAMES F. O'CONNELL 
SA J .Af.ffiS r-1. KIRBY 

For the information of the Bureau and tha Atlanta 
Office~ no characterizations were set forth for the following 
organizations mentioned under caption II in the Details 
of this report due to the fact no characterizations exist 
for these organizations: · 

- H 
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· . - 3~eialist -Pa~ty • Social Democratic Federation 
---~- / . ·- , . sQUY"""" 

NW 55.280 

~- ----­~.. . 
· · New .York Committee to Defend lfJ.artin Luther King, Jro 

and th~ Student Struggle in the -Soutb . 
.. 

. Committee to Defend Martin Luther King, JR. 

Northern Branch of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference ... 

Commi-ttee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle 

New York Friends of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. 

For the information of the Bureau and the Atlanta 
Office~ all future inrormation of a subversive nature which 
comes to the attention of the New York Office regarding the 
subject will be forwarded to the Atlanta Office, the Office 
of Origin in this matter. 

-~ This report .is ·classified 11 Secret11 because unauthoriz-ed 
disclosure of the information furnshed by NY T-11 might reveal 
a confidential informant of continuing value and impair its 
future effectiveness, and such impairment could have an 
adverse effect upon the national defense interests of the 
United States. · 
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INFORflrANTS 

. . , . . 

- .. 

. . 
. . ...... 

~ · . .. 
. ' 

'-

.. ... . .f" .. . 

Identity of Source File "Number vlhe;re Located 

. -

. p-y T-2 _ ~ f. ) [IE 2~~4_-~-n~~? ~~c.-
~~ T-3 . 

:lfu: 2529-§15/(/c r /)/la"'f- -. .. 

' l34-1165-145 
-582 

r 

· -@4-2439-J,~ (c.) 

134-3077A-180 

NY T-4 . -· . __L . 

JEt 559-s]Lt;~ vt;M-G.rffi_~.- . . 
Used to characterize HENRY WINSTON 

HD~TER PITTS O'DELL 

.. 
134-2602A-569 

-5:94 

• I'" f • 

~;r~~~ LA 3142~-h;.-~~-/. . · 
' · --: Used to characterize FRANK vliLKINSON 

. . 
NY T-7 . · · - -~ . · . 134-5857 A-18 

[Panel Source CoJ1-(;:/'B? fr~/ 
JOZSEF ZOLTAtli SOUie,e_. -

' . 
~~ T-8 I 134-4399A~44 

[h"Y 2869-Sl~~)/ ,--vt (;v.-v . 

NY T-9 - / ·. I 
{[Y 3011-~,4"TI/ v -'/11 CLvt . 

134-52l9A-121 . 

. 
~-y T-10 '· I 

Tf.G 5824-s~ -h:/ (17/ftvo/1. • 

· Used to characterize HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 

- J-
t 
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~· 
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. ~ .. 
. --~~RMANTS (GONT'D.) · · 

--­~~- .. ~-
Iden~ty of Source 

NY T-11 . L .- I . 
J!.IT 694-S~Tti' ~" Yf/t 0/vtf . . 

.. 

.~­.... 
- ~ 

·File \fhere -Located 

· Used to characterize 

; .f ~ 
. . : . . . . ..,. . , . · ~ " 

· .. :- •, . 

.. . 

Used 
STANLEY LEVISON 
ROY LEVISON 

to characterize HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 
134-91-2038, 3oo; 
100-91330-596 

NY T-12 ' ·1 . . · 100-91330-591 
~CS-1£1 (., /l-t71-edt<i. SIJtJice. ·. 

NY T 13 I . 100-l41665-l_.A3 
Of.l 646-ID ;r/1-r-; ,1 fJ/! a/~-r : 
NY T-14 ~ 

o§Jl 1300-S] ~L.5tJ 

Mf Ia5~-s3 ~Lsolf 
~~ T-16 .. 
~ 2314-~ ~ ;_5 u~. 

·100_;136585-49 
100-ll1180-1B6 (4) 
. . -98'5 

: . -1001 
100-111180-747 

100-111180-897 

I 
•· Careful consideration has been given to each 

source concealed and T symbols 't'lere utilized only in those 
instances where the identities o~ the sources must be concealed. 

. · ; _ · . 
.. ; , _ 

.. 
i .. • . 

- ·:.« 

~ 

The sources utilized in the characterization of i 
the Ne\11 York Council to Abolish the House Un-American Acti vi~es . l 
Conuni t tee are[.~;y 2517 -s, ROBERT RONST ADT, LA, California ,.::M-fu ,-"'•• -A, i 
and LA 3512-S~ respectively. The various sources referred , ~ 
to in this characterization are(HY 1460-S, and NY 359-S and~4f-rm~~5. l 
NY 388-S*.J ' . I 

i 
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~- The· sources utilized in the characterization 
of the Southern Confer~n~{ Educational FUI?-d, Incorporated 
arefl'm 886-~andWA 98o-3_are.spect~vely. -.... ·· . 

The other confidential informants, who reported 
·auring t-1arch, 1962, that they have .no· information. pertaining 
to any activities of a subversive nature on the part of 

·the subject are: 

'NY 2299-s 1NY Dl7-S 
vNY 359-S 
NY 2381-S 
NY 2207-S 
NY 939-S 
NY 3492-PSI 
NY 1177-S 
NY 1212-S 
NY 3060-S 
NY 3065-S 
NY 2660-S 
NY 3134-s· 
NY 1621-~ 

NW 55280 Docld132989672 Page 52 

·~:NY .2395-~ 
I i!N'I 388-S* n Sof( 
' NY 1086-S 

-. . NY_ 2705-S 
L NY 2816-s 

. I id(LI-A-"($' NY 1023-S 
,...,-11--t"H rv:· , NY 2783 -S 

. NY 1587-S 
NY 3390-S 
NY 2917-S 
NY 3144-s 
NY 2650-S 
NY 1460-S 
NY 3308-s 
NY 384-S* ~t5UJ( 

- L* 

NY 2009-S 
NY 367-S 
NY 972-S 
NY2101-S 
NY 2781+-S 
NY 2750-S 
NY 2462-s..J 

/· 
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Report of: 

Date: 

__..__..__.. 

.~ . 'JOHN J.. ELLIOTr 
4/13/62 

,• 

Office: New York~ New York 

field Office File No.: 100-136.585 ·. Bureau File No~ 

Title:' 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

MARTIN· LUTHE;R KING~ JR .. 

SECURITY MATTER c 
. ._, _.,. ,' .-;.... ,. . r~ . ~~ / - • '""'. ~ ,"f -

/--1 ., :. · f1 :., ~'- I • 'i ~ .. · . · -.'l\ I' f · ~ ....:. ,_.!..:.-~ 
sub ·~ecit~- ~ias born1?25/29, in 

1anta~ G.e .J. gia., and married CO~.'r];'.A. 
~, ~~ CQ'IT, on 6/17/53. Subject's 
educational background set forth. Subject 
formerly resided at 309 South Jackson St., 
_Mon~._gp,m~!X.., _,!Uab~:rg?, and he-was ~formerzy·. 
Pastor of the-Dex~er Avenue Baptist Church, 
454 Dexter Ave., Montgomer~, Alabama. Subject 
has been described as a confirmed Marxist. 
Subject was one of the sponsorsibr a national 
~athering held in Washington, D.C. for 
purpose of seeking a Presidential 
commutation of MORTON SOBELL's sentence. 
Subject signed petitinn urging suspension 
or reduction of JUNIUS SCALES' sentenceo 
Subject spoke at a testimonial held in honor 
of HENRY WINSTON on 9/7/61. Subject signed 
petition requesting executive clemency for 
CARL B..FtADEN and FRAW.L\: WILKINSON. Subject 1 s 
relationship with ~~R PITTS O'DELL and 
STANLEY LEVISON set fortho Subject signed 
petition directed to 87th Congress which 
petition sought to abolish HUAC. No credit 
or criminal record located for subject. No 
additional information of pertinence located 
BSS~ NYCPD. Other confidential informants 
have no information pertaining to any 
activities of a subversive nature concerning 
subject. 
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DETAILS; 

A. Birth Data 

.· 

.. ·. 

i• 

·"e· , . .. . 

.. 

. I. . BACKGRcUND DATA 

, .. ~ 

- · 'The 1960 1961 edition of "Who 1s:·v1ho in .America11 

·reflects· that the subjec~ was qorn. tT.anuary 15, 1929, ~~~~-·---- .. 
Atlanta, (ieorgia_, his father hav:tirg~:t~·~£IvL~R~~:~J_1~~-l:f4KI1N 
and his mother having been ALBER~~~~G, ~~1ffLLIAr~: 
. . . . 1\ ~ . _<\ .. . 

B. Marital Status ~ 

The 1960 - 1961 edition of nHho's Who in .America 11 

reflects that the subject married CORETTA KING, nee SCOTT, 
on June 17 _, 1953--;.r and children born tp ·t:qi...s marriage were 
YOL.IOO)E DENIS~\KING and IVIJu1:{TIN LUTB.ElJ\TCfNG, _y_r. 

c. Education . ,., .. A"'[. "':/.- .. .t•,A 

The 1960-1961 edition of·· '''fuo.i s . vn1o in America 11 

reflects that the subject received the following academic 
degrees from the schools listed on the dates indicated: 

. ~,. . ~ .. 

.. ·. 

School Academic Degree Date Received 

Morehouse College 

Crozer Theological 
Seminary 

Boston University 

NW 5528 0 Docid : ~2989672 Page 54 

Bachelor of Arts 
Doctor of Letters of 
Humanities 

Bachelor of Divinity 

Doctor of Philosophy 
Doctor of Divinity 

. .. 
2 

' .. J. '-" • 

1948 
1957 

1951 

1955 
1959 
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School:.: Academic Degre_e ··Date· Re_cei ved 

Chicago ThEwlogi:.cal 
Seminary 

- ' Howard University 

Mor~an State College 

Central State College 

Doctor of ~ivinity 

Doctor of Laws 

Doc_tor of Laws 

Doctor of Letters 
of Humanities 

• ·19?7 

.1957 

1958 

',, 1958 

., -· This edition of 11 \\fho 1 s \•Tho in Americarr also -

. .. 

reflects that the subject was the recipient of the Pearl 
Plafkner Award for scholarship at ·the Crozer Theological 
Seminary in Chester, Pennsylvania in 1951, and when the 
subject was working tov1ard his Doctor of Philosophy degree 
at Boston University as prevto.uaw indicated, he was a J. 
Louis Crozer Fello1-v. This edition of 11\'lho 1 s Who in America" 
further reflects that subject was a special student at 
the University of Pennsylvania, dates not indicated, and 
in the Department of Philosophy, Harvard University, dates 
not indicated. 

.· 
D. Past Residence 

The 1960 1961 edition of 11\'iho 1 s Hho in 
A..'ll.erica 11 reflects that the subject formerly resided at 
309 South~J-ackson Street, Montgomery, Alabama.~ 

E. Past Employments 

The 1960 - 1961 edition of 11vlho t s Who in America 11 

reflects that the subject was a clergJr,man and former Pastor -
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, 454 Dexter Avenue, ~ 
Montgomery, Alabama. _ / 

3 -

~ .... ~... ' 
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This edition"'of.nWho 1 s.Who i~ America" also 
reflected that the subject was President of the-Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), President of the 
Montgomery Improvement Association and Vice-President 
of the National Sunday School and Baptist Training Union 
Congress of the National Baptist Convention, Incorporated. 

F. Miscellaneous 
. ' 

The 1960 1961 edition of "Who's Who in America" 
refl~9ts the following concerning the subject: 

He was selected one of the ten outstanding 
personalities of 1956 by "Time" Magazine in 1957. 
He has received numerous awards for leadership in~~e 

..: . ~· ... . . 

. Montgomery Movement. He is a member of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, Alpha 
Phi Alpha, Sigma Pi Phi, and the Elkso He was the 
author of "Stride Toward Freedom" in 1958 and has contributed 
to popular and religious periodicals. 

... II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST 
MOVEMENT 

A. Evidence of Communist Par'ty (CP) Sympathies 

· MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.~ has been described as a 
confirmed Marxisto ' ... ~ 

NY T-11 
February 12, 1962 

On August 22, 1958, BEN DAVIS stated that while 
conversing with !1ARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., KING told him, 
DAVIS, how glad he was to see BEN DAVIS back among.his 
people to lead the fight. 

NY T-1 
August 28, 1958 

X~ 
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'~' rtThe vlorker 11 issue of October 30_, 1960, 
on 'Page 1, identified BENJ~ITN J. DAYIS 

· ·. · a·s- Na-tional !?ecretary of the CP .. · ,. 

· nThe \'lorker 11 is an East Qoast Communist 
n~wsp~per._ .. 

. r 

. - ... 
;. . 

. . ' · .. 

-·At. a meeting of the Upper East Side , . (Yorkville) 
section of the CP, held on September 18_, 1958_, in New York 
City, it was announced that BEN DAVIS made a 11 hit 11 at a 

'recent New York Baptist Minister's Conference and he 
received the good wishes of LUTHER. KING. 

: ~ . -

NY T-2 
September 24, 1958. 

"The vlorkern issue of November 6_, 1960, on 
Page 12, Column 4, reflects an article entitled, 11 Sobell 
Parley Called". According to this article, widespread 
appeals in behalf of freedom for MORTON SOBELL, 
imprisoned scientist, were scheduled to be climaxed at a 

·'• 

1 
national gathering in Washington_, D-.c., from November 19, 

. 1960 through November 2~, 1960. This article further reflected 
, that the participan~s in the scheduled national gathering 

were seeking a Presidential commutation of OOBELL' s sentence 
during the traditional Christmas am.~esty season of 1960. 

Among those who sponsored the scheduled national 
gathering was Reverend ~UffiTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

MORTON SOBELL was convicted on March 29, 1951 
in the United States District Court (USDC), 
Southern District of New York (SDNY) of 
conspiracy to commit espionage on behalf of 
the Soviet Union, and vJas sentenced on April 
5, 1951 to -30 years imprisonment. He is 
currently serving his sentence at the Federal 
Penite~tia~, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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· 1 The August'' 25, 1961, issue of uNew America 11 

ahoofflcial publication of the Socialist Party - Social 
Democratic Federation, on Page 8, Column 3, contains 
an article entitled, n:Brominent .Americans Seek Pardon for 
Junius Scales 11

• This article reflected that civil rights 
·leaders, trade unionists, and leading American cultural 

and intellectual figures have j-oined in an effort to 
aid JUNIUS SCALES; sentence:lto six years in prison under the 
Smith Act. Among those who joined this effort an·d \'1ho · 
signed a petit~on urging a suspension of or reduction of 
S_CALES 1 six year sentence was Re:Verend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

JUNIUS SCALES was convicted in the USDC, 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and on Reb~uary 
21, 1958, was sentenced to six years in the 
Federal Penitentiary for violation of the 
membership proYisions of the Smith Act of 
1940. 

The records of the United States court of 
Appeals fbr the FD.JrG-11 Cj.rcui t reflect that 
that Court of Appeals had upheld on October 
6, 1958, the conviction of SCALES. 

"The \lforker" issue of December 28, 1958, . on 
Page 16, in anarticle captioned trw-ill Review 
Scales 1 C?se 11

, sta'ced that the United States 
Supreme Court had decided to review the JID~IUS 
SCALES' Smith Act 11membership ·case 11

• The 
article further stated that this. is the second 
time the United States Supreme Court will 
review the SCALES 1 case and that SCALES is 
out on bail appealing a six year sentence. 

The records of the United States Supreme Court, 
vlaffington, D.C. reflect that on June 5, 1961, 
the United States Supreme Court upheld the Fourth 
Circuit Court of Appeals decision on October 6, 
1958, affirming the conviction of SCALES. 
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On~.October· 2_, 1961, JUNIUS SCALES, . 
·surrendered to the United States Marshal, _ 
SDNY;-~or service of a six year sentence. 
On October 14, 1961, SCALES ~zas transferred 
to Lewisberg Federal Penitentiary_, 
Lewtsburg,· Pennsylvania. 

On September 7, 1961_, a testimonial was held 
in. honor of HENRY \HNSTON in the Skyline ]3alJ.ro:Dill of the 
Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York, 

·New York. one of the speakers at this testimonial v1as 
MARTIN LUTHER KING II ~: <: ~ 

' ._ 

. . NY T-3r 
Septembe·r 12, 1961. 

I 

' (At a CP, United States of P~erica (USA) 
National Executive Co~mittee meeting held 
August 12 and 13, 1961, HENRY WINSTON was 
elected a mein15er• of the CP _, USA National 
Committee, the National Executive Committee, 
the Resident Board, and made Vice-Chairman, 
CP_, USA. 

NY T-4 
August 14,_. 1961. 

At a meeting cf the Ne'\'l York Council to Abolish the 
House Un-American Activities Comm~ttee, held on May 8, 1961, 
m~ New York City, it was announced that Reverend MARTIN 
LUTHER KING had praised CARL BRADEN and FRANK vliLKINSON 
and he had helped in preparing a clemency petition for 
BRADEN and vliLKINSON. 

, NY T-5 
rrray 19, 1961. 

•. 
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A characterization o~ the New York 
Council to Abolish the House 

·Un-AmE;!rican Activities Committee - • 
appears in the Appendix to this report. 
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J1rs .. ALBERJ:fl.. AHE.ATIN~ ~1}-.J>ayn~ ~_t_:r:_e_et_~ · · : 
LaisvilJ.e, Kentucky, a self-aamJ.;tted 
'rofmer m8m.ber or the CP J. Louisville, 

... ~· Kent\~wky, 'in: cesti:rying on December 11 
and 13, J 954 in Jefferson:'! County, 
Kentucky) Criminal Qourt_, in a State. 
Sedition prosecution against CARL BRADEN 
identified CbRL ~TIJillEN as having been 

. known to her as a member of the · CP, 
Louisville, Kentuc1cy from January, 1951 
to shortly prior· to her testimony. ,. 
11 The Courier-J·ournaln Louisville, Kentucky, 
a newspaper of general circulation, on 
February 3, 1959, reflected that C~~L 
BRADEN had been sentenoed·:·.~o one year 
in pr'ison on a charge of corrempt of Congress 
on February 2, 1959, in Atlanta, Georgia. 
The story noted that he had been convicted 
under this charge on January 21, 1959, 
and that the charge arose :from his refusal 
to ans'v·Jer q~.;.e;::tions be.fore the House 
Committee on Un-American .Activiti~;:;. 

... 

11 The Louisville Timesrt, Louisville, Kentucky, 
a newupaper of general circulation, on 
February 27, 1961, reported the, United States 
Supreme Court had, on tbat date, affirmed 
the contempt of Congress conviction off BRADEN .• 
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'· ' "The Courier-JOUJ;'nal11
·_, on May 2.r 1961, of Lo).lisville, 

reported that CARL BRADEN had surrendered 
to tbe United States Marshal at Atlanta, 
Georgia, on May 1, 1961, to begin serving 
a one year prison sentence for contempt 
o,fCongress. 

11 The Courier-J'ournal1
r _, Louis vi lie, Kentucky, 

. . on February 2·, 1962, repm .... ted that CARL 
BRADEN l"a d b·een released from the Federal· 
Prison Camp at Allem·mod, Pennsylvania, 
On Februal;'y l, 1962 •. BRADEN indicated that. 
he would return to his home, Louisville, 
Kentucky • . . 

•' 

The December, 1961 issue of "The Southern 
Patriot 11 which, according to its masthead 
is published by the Southern Conference : 
Educational Fund, Incorporated, identifies· 
CARL BRADEN as a Field Secretary and an Editor. 
The address of the editorial office of this 
publication is given as 4403 Virginia 
Avenue, Louisville 11, Kentucky, which is 
the home address of BRADEN. 

A characterization of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Incorporated is set forth 
in the Appendixm this report. 

As of September, 1952, FRANK \'liLKINSON 
was a CP member. 

NY T-6 . 
September 17, 1952. 
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.·nThe New York Timesn~ a daily newspaper, 
issue of January 24, 1959, carried an 
article to 'the effect that on January 
23~ 1959, FRANK \•JILKINSON was sentenced 
in the USDC, Atlanta, Georgia, to one 
year in jail for contempt of Congress. 
Aceording t.o this article,WILKINSON 
had been convicted for refusing to 

· :ans\'ler questions of a House Un-American. 
· Activities -Subcommittee, at an Atlanta 

hearing on ··July 30, 1958. one of the 
questions '\'las '\'lhether \'iiLKINSON 'l/Ias a 
Communist:. 

The May 2, 1961, issue of "The Los Anged:es 
Mirrortt, a daily ne'\'lspaper, carried an 
article to the effect that FRANK \-TILKINSON 
surrendered on May 1, 1961 to the United 
States Marshal, Atlanta, Georgia, to 
commence serving his one year sentence tor 
contempt of Congress. 

~ The February 6, 1962 issue of 11 The \Alorker 11 

' on Page 7, Column 1, carried an article to 
the effect that FRANK vliLKINSON was released 
from prison on February 1, 1962; after 
serving nine months of a erie year sentence 
for refusing to answer questions or· the 
House Un-American Activities Committee. 
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.. - ------ ., . __ .,;.___-.--'- At a meeting of the North Bronx Committee of the 
. ::<- ·National Courrcil of American-Soviet Friendship (NCASF) held 

on J~e 11, 1961, in the Bronx, New York, it. was announced 
. that recently a reception was tendered to CARL BRADEN and 

FRANK WILKINSO.N:_ .. in Atlanta, Georgia. Among those present 
at the re cep'bion was Dr.. MARTIN LUTHER KING . 

NY T,;.7 
June 12, 1961 

,.. · ' .. 

The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the ·united States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. · 

The records of the Bureau of Speciai Services (BSS) 
·of the New York City Police Department (WLCPD) were caused 

.· to be searched by SA DAVID G. JENKINS on P~rch 8, 1962 and 
· : . these records reflected the following information: 

The ttNew York Post u, a Ne1'T York daily newspaper, 
issue of May 2, 1961, contains an article which reflected 
that the name of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KTI~G, JR. of Atlanta, 
Georgia was listed on a petit-ion requesting President JOHN 
F. KENNEDY to invo~ e~ecutive clemency for CARL BRADEN and 

. F~NK WILKINSON • .. 
At a meeting of the New York Council to Abolish 

the House Un-American Activities Committee, held on August 
8, 1961, in New York City, it w-as announced that Reverend 
:MARTIN LUTHER KING and some others in the South recently 
requested an appointment with President JOffi{ F. KENN~DY, in 
order to ask for CARLBRADEN's freedom, however, they failed 
to receive the requested appointment. 

NY T-5 
August 30, 1961 

The October 2, 1961 issue of "National Guardiann 
on page 8, column 1, reflects an article entitled, "Leaders 
Petition Kennedy For Clemency1

r. This article, among other 
things, reflects that a fourth appeal to President JOHN F. 
KENNEDY acking for clemency for CARL BRADEN and FRANK WILKINSON was 
initiated by 18 prominent Americans, including Reverend 
MARTIN LUTHER_ KING, JR. 

--~ 
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·A characterization of the uNational Guardian" 
appears in the appendix to this report .. 

Bo Evidence "·of Membership in or 
Sym~athy with Communist Party 
(CPJ Fro~t Organizations 

On August ·28, 1960, at a meetL~ of the Committee 
to Secure Justice For Morton Sobell held in New York City, 
i-t was learned that Reverend .MARTIN LUTHER KINGJ · a prominent 
Negro minister, declared in a letter· addre-ss·ed to the Com.mittee 
to Secure Justice For Morton Sobeil, over the signature of 
his secretary, that he would be happy to lend his support 

. for obtaintng freedom for MORTON SOBELLo . . < ... 

l\TY T-8 
August 31, 1960 

A ch8.racterization of the Corrunittee to Secure . 
Justice For Morton Sobell appears in the appendix 
to this report. 

c.· Associates 

1. HUNTER PITTS 0 1 DELL 

The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
~is headed by the Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING and its 
headquarters are in Atlanta, Georgia. wnen a branch of that 

c¢rganization ~oms i'ormed in New York Clty_, it was going to be 
called the Northern Branch or the SCLC. Since this would 
have been confusing, the branch in New York City adopted the 
name of the New York Committee to Defend I~rtin Luther King 
and the Student Struggle in the South. HUNTER PITTS 0 r DELL, 

. who is also known as JACK QtDELL and J. HUNTER O'DELL, came 
up from the South and was working in the New York Office of 
the New York Committee to Defend Martin Luther King and the 
Student Struggle in the South at 312 West 125th Street, Ne\'1 
York City, about March or April, 1960n QfDELL helped to run 

.· 
I' 

•, 
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. -·----=--~ly .held by the NeN York Committee to Defend Martin 
Luther King and the Studen~ Struggle in the South at an 
armoliY in Nei'T York City on May 17, 1960. 

NY T-9 
··'March 21, 1961 

At the last session of the 17th National 
Convention·of the Communist Party, United 
Sates of America {CPUSA) held December 10 
to December 13, 1959, in New Yor•k City; the 
election of the ne\·1 National Committee, CPUSA, 

,, 
.. "f( ,.~ ~ 

= ~~~ 

was held. Three individuals from the South -· 

·. 

were elected to membership on this new 
National Corr~ittee, one being CORNELIUS JA~lliS. 

NY T-10 
,·· . December 14, 1959 

It was determined that the identity of 
CORNELIUS J AT·1ES is fictit'bus and JAMES is 
actually identical to HUNTER PITTS O'DELL. 

NY T-11 
January 6 ,, 1960 

In 1958, HUNTER PITTs·ornELL utilized the name 
CHARLES and had been selected as the assistant 
to JAMES E. JACKSON, Secretary of Negro and 
Southern Affairs, -CPUSA. 

' ' NY T-11 
Octobe~ 25, .1958 

rrThe Worker 11 issue of December 20, 1959, reported 
that JAHES JACKSON, at a meeting of the National 
Committee, CPUSA, on December 14, 1959, was 
elected National Secretary for the South and a 
member of a five man Secretariat to conduct the 
current work of the Party. 

- 13 -
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.. JAMES JACKSON is 

. the CPUSA and he 
' . . ~O-'DELL. - , --~ . ·/-
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in gharge of the South for 
is ass~sted by HUNTER PITTS 

NY T-4 
March ~0, 1969 

·' -
··According to 'PHIL BART, HUNTER PITJ!S 0 t DELL 
is s15"ill on the National Office payroll of' the 
CPUSA, but an effort was being made to delete 
him and to_get him into something away f'rom 
the CP. BART stated that O'DELL has connections 
in other movements~ but he did not. identif'y 
these. movements. 

. . .. 
NY T-10 
Februa~8 27, 1960 

"The Worker'r issue of April 3, 1960, on page 3, 
column 2, describes PHIL BARr as the National 
Organizational Secretary, CPUSA. 

It ~ms learned on June 1, 1961, that HUNTER PITTS 
O'DELL had quit the CP and he is considered by 
the CPUSA as being officially out of' the CP. 
However, O'DELL is still on good terms with the 
CP and he will work with the CP. 

NY T-10 
June 1, 1961 

HUNTER PIT~S QtDELL 1 s most recent employment 
was with the Committee to Defend Martin D~ther King, Jr. at 
312 West 125th Street, Nev-1 York City, \'!here he w-as employed 
during the first half of 1960~ 

,NY T-12 
·January, 1961 

A release was published by the New York Committee 
to Defend Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Struggle f'or 
Freedom in the South, 312 \·lest 125th Street, New· York City. 
This release, dated April 19, 1960, stated 11for f'urther , 
information call J. :trJNTER O'DELL, UN 6-1700 11

• 

·. 
NY T-13 
March 24, 1960 
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·.-rt ·was asce.J:>tained on· £'.tay 6, .:1:960, that HUNTER 

. .. 

--=-...fl.TT&·o·rnELL was then working full-time in connection w·ith 
the ·:rrlARTIN LUTHER KING mass meeting,., 1·thich was to be held in 
New~rk City on May 17, 1960. It was al~o ascertained that 
the CP considered this meeting to be of the utmost importance 
and felt that ~t '\'las to the C~· 1 s advantage to. assign 
outstanding CP members to \,ro1·!< ·l'ftth the 1'1ARTIN LUTHER KING 
group. The CP policy was, at /chat moment~ to concentrate 

' on MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
.-. 
·NY T;..ll 
May ._6., 1960 

The UNew- York Amsterdam Ne!>TS n .7 a New York City 
ne\'TSpaper of general cirqu1atior., issue· of October 22, 1960, 

. ·on· page 4, contains an article ~~r..titled nXing Committee 
Issues Statement". It states tha~ the Committee to Defend 
Martin Luther K:h"lg, 312 West lt-'5th Street:.' New York City., 
released a financial statement shov-v'ing it had collecteQ. 

~ $85,872.64 and spent $84,916.26 in its approximately s~x 
months of activity. This artiole states further that 

· · nunexpended funds listed as o:L· July 31, 1960 have since 
been disbursed by transferring them to the SCLC". 

The Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle 
produced the nTribute to Dr. I'!a::.-.tin luther King, Jr. 11 on 
January 27, 1961, at Carnegie P~ll~ New York City. One of 
the staff members of' the Committee to Aid the Southern 
Freedom Struggle who helped produce the nTribute to Dr. 
Martin Iuther King, Jr. 11 was Nr. J.l\CK 0 1DELL, Administrative 
Assistant. 

NY T-14 
March 8, 1962 

According to JA~illS JAmesoN, on February 17, 1961, 
HUNTER PITTS 0' DELL was on the payroll of' the Reverend 
MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR. and QtDELL had requested CP permission 
to attend a university at night and to be active and help 
KING in his work during the day. 

NY T-11 
.., . . - February 17, 1961 

- 15 -
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. On April 21, 1961, a Special . ~gent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation~(FBI), using a pretext, contacted an 

~ncli3.iduaT \'lho identified himself as JACK 0'1DELL at ·the SCLC at 
312 West 125th -Street, Ne;.T York City·. O~DELL stated that his 
office~ the New York Office of the SCLC. 0 1DELL advised 
that the Committee to Defend Martin Luther King, Jr., at 
312 \vest l25th $t~eet, New York City.t was organ::i.zed as an 
"ad hoc" comnlittee to assist in KING's defense when he was 

·subject to court action, but, when the reason for this 
committee being in exis.tence was removed, the committee was 
formally dissolved. The same group of individuals who 
comprised this Committee formed the Committee to Aio the 
Southern Fre~dom. Struggle, which is Gperating at ·312 West 
125th Street, New York ·City. O'DELL added that it would 
make no difference as to whether a person contributing mone;y­
makes out checks payable to the Cow~ttee to Defend Martin 
L~ther- King, Jr., the SCLC, or the Committee to Aid the 
Southern Freedom Struggle, beoause they are all one and the same. 

0 t ' : 

On October 27, 1961~ Special Agents of the FBI 
observed HUNTER PITTS O'DELL entering the building locate~ 
at 312 West 125th Street, Ne-v1 York City, which building · 
houses an (})ffice of the SCLC. · 

On October 27, 1961, shortly after O'DELL entered 
the .building at 312 West 125th Street, New York City, as 
mentioned above, a Special Agent of the FBI, using a pretext, 
contacted a person at the SCLC, 312 \·Jest l25th Street, New 
York City. This person identified himself as JACK O'DELL 
and said that he is in charge of that office, which is the 
New ·York Office of the SCLC, which is headed by the Reverend 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo, with headquarters in Atlanta, 
Georgia. JACK O'DELL stated that he, O'DELL, is the 
Administrator of the New York Office of the SCLCo 

. .. 
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--=-~/ On November 17 i 1961, at a meet'ing of the Harlem 
Regional 9omm1ttee of the New York C~, held in New York 
Cityy?it ·was announc~d that two weeks previuusly a meeting 
was held and a group was organized called the Nei>t Yorlc Friends 
of the SCLC. Tbis is 1\-lARTIN LUTHER KING 1·'S group. The 
guest speaker at this meeting was JACK 0 1DELL: who is the 
Ne't'l York reprcsentati ve of lVlARTIN LUTHER KING, JR; and who 

'has an office at 312 .West l25th Street, New York City. 
This group is not. a CP group. However, a nfew comrades 11 are 
-involved in it. This group '1-'lill have a loose affiliation 
with t.he SCLC, but will not be restricted to working only 
with that group . · 

.. . .. 
NY T-1 
November 20, 1961 

On January 26, 1962, a Special Agent of the FBI, 
using· a pretext, contacted an unknown person at the SCLC, 312 
West 125th Street, Ne\11 York City. This person identified 
herself as an employee of the SCLC office and stated that 
Mr. 0' DELL is the person who· is in charge of th~t office. 

,'• 

plans 
to J:>e 

2. STANLEY LEVISON 

On December 26, 1956, STANLEY ~~ISON discussed 
for the publication or· articles that were scheduled 
written by Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

NY T-15 . 
· December 26, 1956 

As of October,-1961, STANLEY LEVISON continued 
to donate money tothe CPUSA. 

NY T-11 
· ·october, 1961 

It ~:;as ascertained that as of September 24, 195.8, 
STAN~Y LEVISON ~las Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. •s , , 
•r Assistant Chief 11

• LEVISON spends half his time advising. •. 
and helping KlliG. 

NY T-16 
September 24, 1958 

STANLEY LEVISON is a legal representat'i ve and 
confidant of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Montgomery, 

. ~. 

,_-:--:-- --_ .--- :: •,.4!",~ •• '--·-~ 

~~ . ' ... 

,_ ... 

' ' . 

. .... 

. "' 

I 
l 
I 

·I 
I 



.. 

NY 100-136585 · ' 

t 
k 

e 
~J 

. Alabama. -LEVISON -is~also legal counsel for KING in matters 
-=-~__nce-rning his,. KING's_, book "Stride Toward Freedomn. 

! • __..- NY T-14 
A _ _.-- · * ' January 18 _, 1959 

• I 

It w_9.s ascertained on May 6_, 1960_,. that STANLEY 
LEVISON and ROY LEVISON, who is also kno~m as ROY BENNETT, were 
working in connection \'lith the MARTIN LUT:f'~R KING, JH. mass 

~ meeting which was to be held on May 17, 1960. 
. ·NY T-11 

May_-.6, 1966. 

~ . _ ..... · 

As O·f October, 1961, ROY LEVISON, also known 
as ROY BENNETT_, continued to donate money· to. 
the CPUSA. 

.. , .. 

NY T-11. 
October, 1961 

On Februa~~ 8, 1961, Mr. JOHN J. TOTTEN, Manager_, 
carnegie Hall Corporation, 57th Street and 7th Avenue, New 
York City, advised SA JAMES F. O'CONNELL that arrangements 
for a "Tribute to liiartin Luther King 11 at Carnegie Hall on 
the night of Janua~J 27, 1961, were made by STANLEY I~VISON 
of 6 East 39th Street, New York City. 

As of Februa~J 27, ·1961, STANLEY LEVISON was an 
Associate Director of the SCLC, 208 Auburn Avenue, Northeast, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

NY T-14 
April 23, 1961 

As of rJ!arch 29, 1961, STANLEY LEVISON ~vas 
associated I'Tith the SCLC, 312 West 125th Street, New York 
City. 

. NY T-14 
April 23, 1961 

The records of the Charities Registration Bureau 
of the New York State Department of Social Welfare, 91 
State Street, Albany, New York, as furnished to SA ROBERT 
E. MARGI80N by BERTRAM HESS3 Senior Accountant, on May 11, 
1961, revealed the following: 
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-·-_,_ .,.:_._-- The Com.rnittee to Defend Martin Iuther King, Jr. 
and the S);ruggle for Freedom in the South, 312 lilest 125th 
Street; 'Ne11 York 27, New York, l'las started on March 1, 1960, 

· and one of' .the officers of thi's committee was STJ\NLEY 
LEv~SON, Assistant Executive Director. 

' . -... 
The Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle, 

' 312 \Vest 125th Street, New York 27, New· York, was start ea. 
on November 1, 1960 and among the officers of this Committee 
were STANLEY LEVISON, 100-11 67th Road, Forest Hills, New 
York, Assistant Director, and Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

'J 563 Johnson Avenue, Atlanta, ·Georgia, Co-Chairman. · 
. . 

It was ascertained that as of January 19, 1962, 
. . STANLEY IsE'VISON, 6 East 39th Street, New York City, was 
stil~ associated with the SCLC. 

NY T-14 
February 11, 1962 

D. Miscellaneous Activities 

The January 16, 1961 issue of the uNational 
Guardian", on page 6, contains an article entitled "Abolish 
the Un-Americans 11

• This article reflects a petition was 
directed to the 87th Congress signed by 350 individuals who 
sought to abolish the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. Among those who signed this petition was 
Reverend I~RTIN LUTHER F~NG, JR., a church leader from 
Georgia. 

The May 14, 1961 edition of trThe Worker't on 
page 12, column 3, contains an article entitled "Southern 
Leaders Hit Un Americans". This article reflected that 17 
Negro ru1d White Southern leaders have initiated a petition 
to President JOHN F. KENNEDY denouncing the House Un­
funerican Activities Committee, Senator JA~ms D. EASTLAND's 
Senate n1ternal Security Sub-Committee and various Southern 

. 
... .. . , ·:"' 

~ 
··t·· 
• >. .. 

" 

._., · .. · .... -. . . 

.. .- : .. 

state committees modeled after them, as instruments of destruction 
of the forces '\'lorking for integration in the South. ';Phis 
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~~~e±ation was included in a plea to free CARL BRADEN, 
Southern integration leader. One of the initiators of the 
·petit4:on was Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

, ~ .... . .. 
III-~MISCELLANEOUS 

On March 8,. 1962, Miss PAULINE DE FIO~~~Clerk, 
Credit Bureau of Greater New York, advised IC JOroyGOOD 
.that a search of her files fails to refleci; any pertinent 
inforwation concerning the subject. 

.· . . 
On March 8, 1962, SA DAVID G. JENKINS caused the 

records of the Bureau of Criminal Identification of the 
. New York City Police Department to be checked concerning 

the subject, however, no record could be located pertaining 
to . hiin. ·· ~· 

On March 8, 1962, SA DAVID G. JENKINS caused the 
records of the BSS of the NYCPD to be checked concerning 

· the subject, however, no information of pertinence could 
be located pertaining to him in addition to that which has 
previously been set forth in this report. 

Other confidential informants, who are familiar 
witp some phases of CP activity in the New York City area, 
reported during March, 1962, that they have no information 
pertaining to any activities of a subversive nature on 
the part of the subject. 
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COMMITTEE TO SECU?£ JUSTICE 
·FOR MORTON SOBELL 

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 
and JULIUS R03ENBERG in June, 1953, · the 'Communist campaign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effor·t cente1.,ed 
upon MORTON SOBELL,' the ROSENBERGS 1 codefendant. The 
National Committee to Secure Justice in the .Ro-senterg Case -
a-communist front which had been conducting the cc.mpc.j_gn in 
,the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobe11 Committee at a conference in Chicago 
in October, 1953, and .'then as the National Committee 
to-Secure Justice for Morton Soqell in the Rosenberg 
Case 1 • o •. ;" .- . 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
<fated Janut:ry 2, 1957, issued by the House Commj_ttee on Un­
·P~erican Activities, page 60.) _ 

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobelln appeared on literatur~ 
issued by the Committee. In March, 1955, ·the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton So bell, •: first 
appeared on literature issued by the committee. 

The 1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell" as b~ing located at 940 Broadviay _, Nev.r 
York, New York. 

- 2l. -
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APPENDIX 

NATIONAL GUARDIAN 

· The ... "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications, 11 revised and published as of January 2, 
1957, ~repared and released by the Committee on Un-

' American Activities, .United States House of: Representatives, 
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the 
"National.Guardiann: · 

."National Guardian 

n 1. I Estab)_j.shed by tne American Labor Party 
in 1947 as a 11 p·rogressiveu weel-cly. * * * 
Although it denies having any affiliation 
'\'lith the Communist Party, it has 
manifested itself from the beginning 
as a virtual official propaganda arm of 
Soviet Russia. 1 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, 1Trial by Treason: The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell, 1 August 25, 
1956, Pe 12) 11 

- 22 -
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THE NEW YORK ·coUNCIL TO,. 
ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN 
ACTIVITIES CGrJIT-J!ITTEE 

APPENDIX 

On March 9, 1961, a source advised that the New 
York Council To Abolish the Un-American Activities Committee 
(NYCAUAC), 150 Wes.t 3l+th Street, New York City, "New York, 
was formed at a meeting held in New York City on November 17, 
1960. This organizati~n was founded principally through the 
effor-ts of FRANK WII.KINSON, Field Representative of the 
National Committee To Abolish the Un-American Activities 

. Committee (NCAUAC). I . · · 
. -' ... 

A second source advised on September 17, 1952, 
.that FR.A.NK \v'"II,KINSON ·was a Communist Party memper ~s of 
September, 1952c 

Tpe "National Guardian" in January Hr; 1961, 
issue, page 7, column l,:contained an artj_cle which states 
that the NYCAUAC has only one objective: "to help the 
National Committee as vigorously as posBibJ.e:in its 
endeavors to mobilize the American people iq a ~ampaign 
to abolish the House Committee on Un-Americ;.m Activities." 

: ; !, 

A third source. furnished on March 9, 1961, a 
prospectus of the NCAU~C prepared principally by FRANK 
WIL..J<:J.NSON, which in reference to "local aboliti6n committees" 
stated-that these committees may identify and cqordinate 
their efforts as closelv as they desire with NC~UAC, still 
maintaining their autonomy for as flexible and independent 
program as possible. The prospectus also stated that the 
NYCAUAC was responsible rQr coordinating abJlition activities 

· on the .Atlantic coast. · 1 
' 

Various sources r.ave advised in lprif, 1961, that 
Communist Party members in ~he New York C~y area have been 
solicited to support acti vi -!;ies of' the NYC\UAc,· during 
attendance at Communist Party club meeting.. 
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
EDUC1f1'IONAL FUND, INC. 

J --· 

-~ 

.. · 
' : · · ...... .· ...... 

.·. 

• ~ .lf 

·~·~ : ;. : . ~ :. . .... 
:;, ,. ~. -·· ... 

. . - ~ . .. . ... :::. 

\ ··· .. ·· . . , .. . 
· . .,. 

The Southern Patriot, a monthly pub~ication, shows 
that i_t is published by the Southern Conference Educational 

, Fund, Inc. (SCEF.) . . · - :,· 

The Southern Patriot· \'laS · cited ·~s an ,,organ" of the 
·southern Conference for ~man Welfare (SChli) by the Committee 
on Un-American Activ~ties, House Report 592, on the SCHW, 
June 12, 1947. . - · · 

The S.Gffii was cited as a communist front by ~he 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 592, 
June -16, 1947. . · . · · 

An amendment to the charter of the SCifw changed 
the name of that organization to the SCEF, and listed its 
purpose as being to improve the educational and cultural 
standards of the Southern people in accordance with the 
highest American democratic institutions, traditions, and 
ideals. The amendment was dated April 26, 1946. 

A source, 't'lho is familiar l'Tith some phases of 
Communist Party activity in the Ne\'1 Orleans area, advised on 
May 15, 1961, that during the time the SCffii was in existence, 
Communist Party (CP) members were members o:f and worked 
actively in the SCHW. Ho~1ever, since the formation of the 
SCEF, rank and file CP membershave not oeen e!!couraged to 
work in the SCEF. The source stated that the SCEF is a 
progressive, liberal organization, which he considers a CP 
front organization because it has gone along with the CP 
on certain issues, particularly on the racial question, and 
through the years~ certain CP members in the New Orleans 
area have been assigned to \'Tork in the organization to further . 
PP principles. 

On ~my 15, 1961, the source advised that in the past 
ne has considered JAMES DOMBROHSKI, the Executive Dil"'ector 
of the SCEF, to", ... be a Communist, if not an actual CP member, 
because he followed commttnist principles. 
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The source also advised on May 18, 1960, that many 
people who are officials and members of the SCEF, while 

· liberal i~ .their viewsy are by no means communists. -- . ,,. 
~ - ~· 

Another source advised on March 2, 1961, that 
CLAUD~LIGHTFOOT, a CP functionary,' stated at a meeting of 
the CP in Baltimore, tmryland, on February 25, 1961, that 
the CP is not connected with any progressive movement, but 
indirectly they'do have some influence in the ·scEF. 

·. ! I 
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U:NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES·TIGATION 

In Rep{y, Please Refer to 

F~N~ Bu£11e 10~-106670 
New York 100-136585~ 

!&':_ 
Title 

Character 
..... . . 

·Reference 

New York, New York 
April 13~ 1962: 

. 
Martin Luther King, _ Jr. 

Security ~4tter ~ C 

Report of Special Agent John 
J. Elliott. dated and captioned 
as above, at New York. 

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 

-· 
This document contains tl'e!ther recommendations nor conclusions o! the FBI. It is the proper ty 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 1l and its contents are not to be distributed out s ide .. .. your aqency. · 
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NY 
.. . 

- .. 
AD:r<ITNISTR.f\ _IVE' ( CONT ~D.) 

\· . 

Soc~ is t Party - Social Democrati 

sc~~ "" .. 
New .York mmittee to Defend ·1artin Luther King, Jr.· 
an_O: ~he !3t~ ~nt Struggle in_;ib.e Sou~h 

. , ' 

Committe~ -to efend !>1artirt' Luther King, Jr . 

. Northern Branch 'Qf the lov.thern Christian '· ·. 
Lea~ership Co~fe~~~ 
Committee to Aid thr\Southern Freedom Struggle 

New York Fri~nds ~ tl\~ Southern Christiaq 
Leadership Conf~ence \ 

-;. For the info £tion of t~ Bureau and the .Atlanta 
Office, all future inf rmation of a $-'0-bversive nature v1hich 
comes to the attentio of the New Yor;c-.... Off'ice regarding the 
subject will be forv·l rded to the .Atlanea Of'fice, the Office 
of Origin in this tter. ~ \ -~1- . 1_ 

·· / ~"""\ ~~ee-0---r · 
· This re-bort is classified -'-~Cm::li#:i.ter-~11 because 

. . 

unauthorized di~"Siosure of the information turnished 1:y NY T-1, 
NY T-2, NY T-31 :NY T-4, NY T-5, :NY T-7, :NY T~\8, :NY 'TI-9, NY T-10, 
Wf T-11, ~IT TJ12, NY T-13 and }IT T-14 might re~eal confidential 
informants cl continuing value and impair theil\, future eff'ecti ve­
ness and su~h impairment could have an adverse erfect upon 
the natio· al defense interests of tte United States. NY T-J.J. 
is a hig ly placed and sensi:tve source. '\ 

\ . . \ 
,. t d · · t for disse~·-This document is prepared in response to your reques an. ~8 no d" · " '· c, . "+tt>.e · Its •t"e i3 Mmi~"x to off'w~al procee tngs 1 

natwn o~dnu~ ~~ov.-r /,m:mt.- "'· . - :t ... ., d" l d t una,uthorized perso~ 
your Co~i~mittee. et%d the content mety nvt -t~~., tsc ose o _ . . '\ 
nel without the express approvetl of the FBI • .· · · · . ·,. \ 

.. -· .... ' ' \ 
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;: Ul\. ;ED STATES DEPf.\RTMENT OF- ..5TfCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU qF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 
~ :~ ... ~ 

: ·_... .. ? . : 

Report of: EL~IOTT 
Date: 

Field Office File No.: 100~:3'5585 

" MARTIN'\LUTHER KING> JR h 

·~. / 
~ 

Title: 

.•· 

Character: SECURITY .I~T~ - C 

Synopsis: 

' ." 7 , 

1 - \. .· ;. -
(Y) i. t:. "l ,~ ,. I IJ ~· I. y .-:- •. .: .• ;~' . . 

~ .:=:- • 1 ___.-.. - ... ,._ -.... .. ~ .. - ...,. .- ' ~ .1. ' ·r ......, 

.____ SUbJ·ect\vJc:..n boJ .. ~:~. 1;2,-· _ ·:':;}, in " . . j;lanta, Georgia, •an.d r:;c~•-·::i~::l :.:. ZTT.A 
---0 ' - • ("., I -- .. -.--.. 

ING, ~~~OTT, s:>h'·u; J'f/:/3. "':~.'J,·:ect 1 ~ 
../7 ··educational background set !'0::·~::. . SubJect 

formerly reside_d at 3.C:.~.-·3.c :tJ: . J,~ ;.:.kao:o. ... s~~, 
M,-,n-rtgomer"•r Ala··oam"' ~·1r1 '· · ··r··<" -f'.') ...... mer.L'"' ,­~ .:..J..),_ •...• _ .. ~ C;~J CL ~ ~- , ~ . U._ -- - .1. ::J 
Pastor of the/Dexter Avc-:;v-c Bz.t'·;-.: Lst ·Church, 
454 Dex .... e"" A 7e 1' 11on'-""C'"' · . .,.- :· 'i ~ ·oama "' ,..., . v J. /~vi • J vl v L> .;. ... -::;: ~ .. j > -'.l..J-' .._.. • ..£.c 

Subject waS; one of' spo::•;:.o:;.. 3\ .fo:; ... a national ~ 
gathering /held in ~·!as'b-l:·,g;t:orh D.C. for H 

purpose 91' seeking a PrG~,;:.c,;·~~t.::.&.l m ~ 
conunutai;;1.on of r•IORTO~-r .so· :'~Lt. r s s~::mtence. ~ q > 
Si..lbjecj( signe¢i pet:l. tior.: L~·!."';;ing L·uspension ~· ~ t'"i 
or re)l'uction of JU1,liUS '.:C!-,!20 1 sJntence. <"+ g. w. 
Sub~_tct spoke at a tcs cl·•'l.:·.·"-·-::.l i~..-;i'q_ in honor s-·~ g=s 
of MNRY \'IINSTON on 9/7 ;::)~ . Sul:;ject..,_ signed· 0 ..... 0 ~epi tion requesting e.:·;:ec;~ ... ,::j_,;e clemenc.y for ~. [ t:d 
CARL BRADEN and FRAm~ UIL\.'CL{30N. Sub.}~ct 1 s §. t:l ::3 

Aelationship with HUNTE~ PITTS 0 1 DELL a'{ld ~ ,_.. 1-<f 
TANLEY LEVISON set forth. Subject signed ,_.[~-~' 
etition directed to 87th Congress which\ W~ .~ 

I 
~eti tion sought to abolish HUAC ~ No credi't g ~ 0 

· or criminal record located .for subject. No\ 0'. ro ~ '\. s !;:;:! 

I 
addftional information of oertinence located \ ,_. ~ • m .~ 

BSS, NYCPD. Other confidential informants \ ~ 
have no information per"Cc:ining to any . H 

/ 

:~~~~~~:es of a subversive nature concerning \\~ 

RUG 

· ~~~~~:..,..~· · ~t~rr . ~\ 
;.;.~ ...... ~, ... c:;~"'?·~ ---.-,~·~- ~ ~ \ t0F1k:-;§:r ... ,\ ·.:~x .. ,,~'\":_,.,:_ :>: .. ,~_ ·:;_ ~. • 
t.~cEt · ... ~J,/~;;_:_:--.::~·tf~ ~,- ~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the ":!'1:1.-"" ·!'t~:.*operty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and'. 
Doqld : 3 2 9BSI6:72 Page 8 0 its contents nre n<>t to be distributed outside your a~n~7. ' 
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T ' s edition o:f "Who l s Who in P;merk als~ 
reflected tha~ the subject was President of/tre S.outhern 
Christian Leadership Conference {SCLC)~ P~esident of the 
Montgomery Impro~ement Association and VYce-President 

-of the National ~~day School and Bapt~it Training Union 
Congress of the Na"W.onal Ba~tist:zonv ·ntion~. ~ncorporate~. 

F. Miscellaneous ~ . · --. · : · 
< • .- -~ - -

The 1960 - 19$l. edi tio of 11 \'lho 1 s \~ho in .America 11 

refl~cts the following ~o~cern~g the subject: 

·. H~ was selected ~/or the ten outstanding 
personalities of 1956 by 11 Tini\.." magazine in 1957. 
He has received numerous a~~rd~,ror leadership in the· 
Montgomery Movement. He As a ~mber of the National 
Association~ the Advancfment of,Colored People~ Alpha 
Phi Alpha., Sigma Pi Phi/ and the Elks • He \'ES the 

., author of 11Stride ~o~'lay'd Fre~dol?11 ii\_1958 and has contributed 
to popular and relJ_gJ.pus perJ..odJ.cals ·\_ · 

I ' . I '\ 

/
II. AFFILIATION vliTH \~HE COMMUNIST 

MOVEMENT 

.1 
A·. EJTidence o/ Communist Party 

{CP) Symp;:ithies 
I 

. Oi August 22., 1958., 
conversing;~ith I~TIN LUTHER 
DAVIS., ho}'f glad he -vJas to see 
people ~d lead the fight. 

I 
/ 

BEN DAVIS stated tti t while 
KING., JR • ., KING ~old\him., 
BEN DAVIS back among ~is 

\ 
\ · NY T-1 

August 28., 1958. 

'\ 
\ I. 
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The source' also advised on May 18~60; ~hat many 

people wh ,are officials and memb~rs of th_e· SCEF, while 
liberal in their views, are by no means communists. 

~ . 7 
. A~otp~r source advised on Map-{h 2,. l961, .. that 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT-~ a CP functionary, sp'ated at a meeting of 
the CP in·Baltimor~, Maryland, on Fepruary 25, 1961, that 
the CP is not conne.9t_ed with any p76gressive movement, but 
indirectly they do h~~ome in~)tence in the SCEF . 
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"EPORTING OFFICE 

ATLANTA 
. DATE I INVE;STIGATlVE: PERIOD 

4/25/62 1 3/1-4/16/62 

SA ROBERT R. NICHOLS I 
TYPEODY 

AAB 
TITLE Of. CASE REPORT MADE BY1 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

APPROVED 

CHARAOER OF CASE 

REFERENCES: 

Bureau letter to Atlanta, 2/27/62. 
New York letter to Bureau, 3/6/62. 

- p 

LEADS: 

NE~l YORK (INFOrut.IATION) 

Copy of this report being furnished New YGrk since the 
subject is active in that area. 

ATLANTA 

tlill continue to follov.r the activities of che subject 
through discreet racial and security sources and report any pel"tinent 
security-type information. 

I COPIESMA~ BU:r/afv (100-106670) (Rl':1) 1_/ . .. -I . ' . . ·. f -:·7 n' ~- .4..2 

!, /1 - N~· York (100-136585)(info) (1-IV-I)----'------!__,..'t-;....'/..,.!./:__. -I~ 
I -' 
1!/"' 3 - Atlanta (100-5586) 

i, 1.1 u f) v/51. .,. , \ c1 \,\\ ~\ 
!. Dissemination Record of Attached Report 

9 APR 26.19.&?·: 
I • - ; • .. t -• . - ...... --
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AT 100-5586 

.. 
INFORMANTS: 

IDENTITY OF SOURCE LOCATION 

AT T-1 roo 6012 _, .. S ~ -\'-..> "vv-~-\- Chicago A- 134-505-123 

AT T-21::-6033-S. : ~ -(C, r~ ~~ t l I{) Chicago .A 134-445-186 p. 3 

~T-~-3@9 6o66-s , "\ ~uYNt~J)4<5 {§icago A 134-734-127 p. ]J~(u) 
AT T-4 (;G 6208-S ;V\ -\'-<>y-"" <>.vA Chicago A 134-939-422 p. 5 

AT T-5 iBA 969-S \"\toY {\f\.{.\,V\-'1 Baltimore 134-13A-615· . 

AT T-6 F 2009-S \""'-~;-"" ""'""""'-\ Characterization or TED BASSETT 

AT T-7 flY 1212-S \· ~,!;.<.)'(" '{V\OvV'v \- II II ll II 

AT T-8 r 2954-S \ "\ ~o c "" o. ;,_ -1- Los Angeles 134-98A-3110 p. 6 

AT T-9 \NY 384-S* b.'\ "S u~ 134-82-2236 p. 2 
-

AT T-10: NY 2361-S*G I sv~ 

AT T-11 NY 1697 -S* E".l s IJ R 
-

AT T-12 NY 2353-S* E" \ "$ v R. · 

AT T~13 iCG 6403-S ~~~o-r 1Ylevv.,4 

AT T-14 !NY 1831-S* £ \ so R. 

AT T-15 fa 5824-s~ , ..i.fo'""""-""---1 

AT T-16 NY 694~..,.8* \V)_~D\ o(V\ CI.V'v-\ 

AT T-17 J NY 2314~S* E'ls vR 

AT T-18 ~ 1300-S.:.J E\ s v R 

Chicago A 134-1303-23 p. 2 

New York 100-111180-1B6(4) 

- B -
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AT 100-5586 

IDENTITY OF SOURCE 

AT, T-19 LA 4037-s~~~~~ 
~-

AT T-2o LA. 493_e-s ~ ·~ ~o -r-vvto.-""-\-

AT T-21 CG 5609-S ~~-\-oY- NtON\-\ 
AT--T-22,DE 265-S ~V\~o'f'M';:jj(~J 
AT T-23 BA 1155-PSI ~ V\~o'f'W\ u.."'-\­

AT T-24 NY 1587 -S \'t'\.(o,..Mo.""..\ 

AT T-25 MO 19-S 1 ~\ <5'1" VV\ o..M:\-

AT T-26 vJF 1047 -§..! ,·.,...-f-vl(' V'\1\UM.-\ 

'" . 

LOCATION 

Los Angeles 134-763A-194(1AIR) p. 
3 and 4 

n 11 II 

Chicago A 134-12-897 p. 3 

Detroit [34-64R-789 p • ..Jil (c) 
Baltimore 134-832A-l.f2 p. 2 

Ne~·T York 134-831-1205 Po 7 

Atlanta l00-5586-298, 306 

1vashington Field 134-1543:-Sub A 
202 p. 2 

AT T-27frrws. OLIVE E. -HANCE, Ne\·rark 100-45275-lA-3 
Accountant~ Tax Office, 
Princeton To'V'mship, N. J. . 
(covered per reques t1J &>'1\{ l~ e.V\. t tC:.. \ 

. . >o v (<:,e. 

AT T-281]A 3512-~ t nCo~u..""'-\ Characterization of JAI'·lliS IMBRIE 

AT T-29~THUR LEVIN, Security Atlanta 100-5586-208 
SOI, Director of Anti-
Defammation League, Atlanta Ga.~ 
(covered per request )J CDI\--~\J~-h;... \ 

Suv r~ \_,. 

AT T-30 CG 5826-S 1~r~\ Chicago A 134-42-3630 

AT T-31 NY 2517-S \~~u\f W--"'-"-\,'-\- Ne~I York 134-2602A-578 p. l~ 

AT T-32 NY 2405-S ,-"-\ o'r VV1 ~"';t New York 134-2573A-

AT T-33 LA 4125-S \·...,{.u\fvvt"-""'-\ Los Angeles 134-1220A-357(VJ.R) 

AT T-34 anonymous J \ ~-\ o or .N\ c-. v-..--1 

- c -
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AT 100-5586 

IDENTITY OF SOURCE LOCATION 

.AT T-35 CG 5792-Sc~~orWL~~ Chicago A 134-24-
Atlanta 100-5586-173 p. 1 t 

,.. .. 

AT T-36 NY . ·?l_QJ_ -S 1 "..f.o "'M u, J\, ~ 

AT T~37 IP 3108-PSI \~~r~~~~ 

AT T-38 PH 210-S ,·~r~ar V'Yl..~-\. 

AT T-39 BU 123-U i~ ~ ll "'VV\. t.\N\..-.\. 

AT T-40 ~ 1936-s_a ~L:S u'R. 

AT T-41 ~ 8!?.) \V\4o~N'-O--vv~ 

. . 

New York 134-1321-26~+....~P=•:........;;;2;;...._ _ ____, 
(characterization ofT J FK Act 6 141 

Indianapolis 134-447A-28 p. 1 

Philadelphia 134-33 Sub A-

Buffalo 134-14A- . 
Atlanta 100-5839-310 p. 22 and 23 
(characterizations of r~~ MALLORY, 
ROBERT F. WILLIAMS and MILT 
NEIDENBERG) 

' Characterization of ROBERT F. 
WILLIAMS 

Atlanta 67-2955A-2 p. 7 
Atlanta 100-2162-3 p. 5 

AT T-42(PAUL ANTHONY, Assistant Instant report 
Director, Southern Regional 
Council, Atlanta, Ga., (Securit~ 
SOI) (covered per request LJ <..of'l~t.! e\1\.--\-,ci_ \ 5 0 v f'ce.. . 

I AT T-~-3 rJUSTIN FINGER, Investi- Instant report I 
gator, Anti-Defammation League, 
Atlanta, Ga. (Securi~;y SOI) , . ·I 
(covered per requestlJ (.);) ~+v1~~(L,\ 5ov rc...-e. 1 

!. 
. The five sources familiar with racial and security matters : 

:..-.in Atlanta \-IJ'ho were contacted vrith negative results are as follows: : 
t 

fUILLIAM H. BENNETT, Security SOI, contacted 4/5/62, 
Librarian at Atlanta University..:J c.o n~.Je-v\.:-\-~1 So .J -f'c. e... J 

Security SOI, contacted 4/5/62.J C.0 1,,~~d e"'+ ,-o__\ $au .r ~~ 

- D­
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AT 100-5586 

1' 

· tC. ERIC LINCOLN~ Assistant to the President, Clark 
College, Security SOI, contacted 4/5/62J C.<> 'I\-\ lJ~.,-ho: I ~cqH<:...~. 

. rHORACE M. BOND, Dean of School of Education,_ Atlanta 
UniversJ..ty, Security SOI, contacted 4/5/65.J (A r\{ ~J ~"'-+t4... \ S.:lv-r<.~. 

~T 13!1-~contacted 4/2/62. 

Sources utilized to characterize organizations and 
publications in the appendix of this report are as follows: 

COMMITTEE TO AID THE MONROE DEFENDANTS 

NATIONAL COr1MITTEE TO ABOLISH THE UN-AMERICAN 
ACTIVITIES COI~~ITTEE 

NEGRO P~lliRICAN LABOR COUNCIL 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 

VOLUNTEER CIVIL RIGHTS COJ'.1MISSION 

WOMEN FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

\t!Of1EN 1 S PEACE AND UNITY CLUB 

WORKERS UORLD PARTY 

BUFFALO BRA..l\ICH - \~ORK.ERS v.JORLD PARTY 

ADI~INISTRATIVE: 

[
NY 711-S ,~"'--\..., \1.' w.J 

VLA 3512-S l:~cv- ""'-t\-V~ 
: ROBERT RONSTADT, 
.' Los Angeles, Cal., 
l concealed peJ;> -\. \ 
request. Co'<\{\.,\~ l.Q.. 

So·vf<..~ 

cv 378-s ,.,_.¢'()( >"A<V.~""' 

NO 886-S l"\~(\'1.~,;1 't 

rlF 104 7 -s 1"\-t:CJ"'V\A """' -1 J 

LA 3779-S \>\~<>.-{'VIA""-.:+ i 
"i' ~ CG 5702-S 1'\,ct{ 1\-u:~d I 

!.CG 5824-S* \ t..~ f\ ·11\.\:<>-v.,?\ I 
. ' ~ 

NY 711-S \VI ~vl\.UA...:::f t 

BU 122-S ,·VI..{;:crrM~ i 
l~u 123-sJ~~~•l'"'L....d 

1 
Careful consideration has been given to each source that 

is concealed in this report and T symbols were utilized only in 
those inst~~ces where the identity of the source must be concealed. 

II 

f 
i 
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·· - ~6r-\~OI..) 0.!4.\~~ ~> \u.tr.i 'M~~~ \-Q_I.\_.ds -\~ ~JC.\1l--tc. · \VJ.~G6\M.Q,\A,\. 
· fsF 2256-s advised on 1/29/62 that she, MERLE BRODSKY, a 

f~ctionary of the CP, and GUS HALL, General Secretary of the CP, 
USA, had a discussion on 1/25/62. GUS HALL wanted to discuss the 
differences MERLE BRODSKY had vrith the CP in an effort to get him 

,. to become more a,ctive in the Party. Dur.ing th~ discussion, 
BRODSKY said he thought the most important thing the CP means to 
do today is to try to become part of the things that are going on 
'and not become isolated from the mass movements. BRODSKY said he 

· agreed-completely with everything Rev. MARTli~ LUTHER KING said in. 
his speech on the relation of labor to the Negro people before the 
national convention of the American Federation of Labor. Accord~ 
to the inform~t, GUS HALL said BRODSKY had better agree with the 
speech KING gawe because he, HALL, had written it. When BRODSKY 
expressed surp:t;>ise at this, HALL said 11 Yes, it is true, I wrote the 
~rhole thing. 11 HALL said the secret of Rev. KING's relationship 
with the CP must be closely guarded. The informant was thoroughly 
questioned re this information and did not know whether KING was 
aware that HALL wrote the speech in question or what connection 
there is bet\-Teen the CP and KING./. . 

Por-\-t.~ Oe.\,-a..~Jc o.s. \"'-~"'~4--LOVJ T~k..J.~ '-\...\ .lJ~+~C. \1.{.{'-''f'M(V..Iv-\- • 
~he above information is not being reported because the 

San Francisco Office advised that it was not to be distributed 
outside of the Bureau because only persons present were GUS HALL, 
MERLE BRODSKY and the informant..l 

~- ~ 55.280 

-
This report is classified ~~ since data 

reported from numerous informants could reasonably result in 
identification of Confidential Informants of continuL~ value, 

· the disclosure of which could be detrimental to the national defense. 
~ -694-S*lis a highly placed and sensitive sourc e ~ 

. ) "'--f-., '(\..1\A..(~ - · 

Doc id : 3.29896-7.2 Page 89 

- F* -
(COVER -PAGE) 

. ' 

I 
l 



·-----------· - ·-~--·----. 

• I' 

j 

. .. . ~ >OERAL BUREAU OF I 

-- . 
.. 

Copy to: __...--/" 
. -----·~ ..-"' ...........-

__.::::::- -SA-ROBERT R.. NICHOLS 
April 2.5, 1962 Office: 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Report of: 
Date: 

Field Office File fl.: 100-5586 100-lb~670 
Bureau File fl.: • ; ·--

Title: MARTIN. LUTHER KING, JR. 

Character: SECURITY MATTERS - C 

Synopsis: Subject was born 1/15/29 and resides in Atlanta, Ga~ 
He is co-pastor o~ the Ebenezer Baptist Church with his father, 
J.V'!ARTIN LUTHER KING~ SR., and is also president of the SCLC. 
confidential sources report subject associates with CP members and 
officials. He is acquainted with BENJAI~IN DAVIS and ELI;lABETH 
GURLEY FLYNN, CE of'I'icials. One source said KING and HARRY BELLEFONTE 
asked DAVIS for help in their present integration problems. STANLEY 
D. LEVISON, NYC,. a .secret member of the CP, represents the subject 
and SCLC in business and racial matters. HUNTER PITTS 0 'DELL, CP 
official in 1959 ,. .3.:s in the SCLC Ne1;'1 York/ Office. The CP aids SCLC 
and :the subject in ::h1tegration matters. /~~J ::& H?h ~'t ~ 
~tl~m:::;;m~:.t:,:¥~1~· ~- !!S~&al!li~ 

-· - ...,._ - "' ~ J 

~*"'"""'*""'**·~.:,: · "~~~*"' egn · · ; •~/ Sources state subject· 
supported clemency ror c·ARL BRADEN and <:'.: Jlishment of House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 1960 to 1961. He supported 

·release of MORTON SOBELL.in 1960. Subject has associated with 
"Women for Legislative Action" and "Women's Peace and Unity Club," 
both· Los Angeles. 1'Southern Christian Leadership Conference Student 
Defense Fund11 and '~'The Committee to Defend rJiartin Luther King, II 
solicited funds in l960 from Czechoslovakian, Romanian and Soviet 
of'f'icial estab-lishments in ltJashington, D. C. Subject is supporting 
the def'ense of MAE YtALLORY, trho is standing extradition in Ohio for 
kidnaping in Monroe~ N. c., racial disturbance. In 1941 a source 
said that subjectlls i'ather ~'las a member o:f the CPj however, there 
were no a0tivities to substa~tiate. A source thought subject 1 s 
father \1Tas not a C:P member but 1trould cooperate with the CP for the 
betterment of the Negro race and was reportedly sympathetic to the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress in the early 1940's. 

NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION - P - ~ 
Unauthorized Disclosure 0 J:QE ?" ii & li5i ~~ 

Subject to Criminal Sanction.s -
This document contatns neither reco=endcrtions nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts';the property of he FBI and 1s loaned to 
your aqency; 1t and its contents are nat to be distributed outside your aqency. 
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AT 100-5586 

· CONTENTS 

II., r1ATTERS RELATING TO COI11MUNISM OR THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY, USA. 

A. General In~ormation 

B. Associations with BENJAMIN DAVIS and ELIZABETH 
GURL"SY FLYNN 

C~ Connections with STANLEY D. LEVISON and HUNTER 
PITTS 0 1DELL 

De CP Efforts to Aid the Subject or SCLC 

E. Information Tending to Refute Communist 
Association or Sympathies 

III.. SUPPORT OF CLEMENCY FOR CARL BRADEN AND .ABOLISIDlJENT 
OF HOUSE COivJ.1ITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES . . 

IV. SUPPORT OF RELEASE OF MORTON SOBELL 

V., ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

VI. ·SUPPORT OFt~ ~WLLORY DEFENSE 

VII. INFORMATION REGAB.DING SUBJECT'S FATHER 

VIIIe INFORMATION FROM SotJRCES AvJARE OF RACIAL AND 
SECURITY ACTIVITIES IN ATLM~TA AREA 

:pc., CREDIT AND CRUIIINAL 
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AT 100-5586 

The 1961 edition of t·iho 1 s vJho in Ame_r~a furnishes the 
following background information concerning su5ject: · 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., c1erg"Jrman, born Atlanta on 
January 15, 1929, to MARTIN KING and ALBERTA vliLLIAJYIS. Received 
A.B. Morehouse College, 1948. LHD. 195.7; B.D. Crozer Theological 
Seminary, 1951; Ph.D. J. Louis Crozer Fellow Boston University, 
1955, D.D. 1959; D.D. Chicago Theological Seminary, 1957; LL.D. 
Howard University, 1957, riJorgan State College, 1958; L. H. D. 
pentral State College, 1958; Special Student, University of 
Pennsylvania, Department of Philosophy, Harvard. Married CORETTA 
SCOTT, June 17, 1953; children - YOLANDA DENISE, and MARTIN LUTHER 
III. Pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama; 
President of Southern Christi~~ Leadership Conference (SCLC); Vice 
President of National Sunday School and Baptist Training Union, · 
Congress of National Baptist Convention, Inc.; President of Mont­
gomery Improvement Association; recipient of Pearl Plafkner Award 
for Scholastics, Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Pennsylvania, 
1951; selected one of ten outstanding personalities of 1956 by 
Time magazine, 1957. Member of National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Alpha Pi Alpha, Sigma Pi Phi, 
Elk, Author of "Stride Toward Freedom_, 11 19.58, and contributor of 
articles to popular and religious periodicals. Home - 309 South 
Jackson Street; Office - 454 Dexter Avenue_, Montgomery, Alabama. 

The Atlanta Daily ~Torld newspaper on December 1, 1959, 
carried an article entitled 11 Dr. King Resigns To Take Post in 
Atlanta. 11 This article stated that supject had resigned as Pastor 
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama, and 
had accepted the post of co-pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Ch~~ch 
in Atlanta, Georgia, \'Tith his father. The article stated that he 
had been pastor of the Dexter Avenue Church since 1954 and that he 
would come to Atlanta on February 1, 1960. The article reported 
that he had founded and headed the Montgomery Improvement Association 
which organized the successftli protest that ended bus segregation 
in Montgomery, Alabarnao The subject was also described as President 
of the SCLC .. 

- 3 -
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· ·The-May 23~ l9bl, issue of the New York Herald Tribune 
carr•~ article entitled 11 Dr. King Maps Alabama Strategy. II This 
article~ated that the SCLC was an outgrowth of the Montgomery bus 
boycott of 1955 to 1956 in VJhich the subject" then pastor of the 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, spruqg to national 
prominence as a. leader of Negroes seeking to end segregation·on 
local buses. The nine-month campaign was successful and SCLC now 
coordinates campaigns throughout the South to end segregation by 
using such tactics as sit-in movements and freedom rides. 

The Atlanta Constitution of May 31, 1960, carried an 
1 article entitled "Rev. King Names Virginian to Lead Integration 

j Group. 11 Thi::; article said that the Office or MARTIN LUTHER KING; 
JR., announced that a Virginia Negro Min~ster., Rev. V¥AT';p TEE 

. ·~.-w~~R, Peterst~ {'~, -~ini~, had been named Execu~ive ,.D'~rector 
of: the SCLC. . · 't: .: .,~~ . ~ . -: ·" 

,,- ... ! 

II. MATTERS RELATING TO CQriJ.MUNISM OR THE COMMUNIST PARTY_, USA 

Ao General Information 

On June 6, 1957, AT T-1 advised that at a meeting of: a 
Comm~ist Party (CP) Club, Southside Division, Chicago, Illinois, 
held at 73 East carver Plaza, Chicago, LULA SAFFOLD, a CP member, 
remarked that she had always wondered about the origin of the bu.s 
boycott in Montgomery~ Alabama, ~'There the subject had first gained 
prominence, and felt ~t was quite possible he may have had CP 

. b~ldng- for encouragement for this movement. She stated it was her 
e;v --Qpinion that if the subject itras not a CP member, he was close to 

being one as it seemed his feelings on many issues were similar .. ~ 
to the stand of the CP. She continued, however, that the subject 
was very clever in his manner of presentation of these issues so 
that unless one were in the CP it would be difficult to detect the 
similarities. According to T-1, SAFFOLD also said these were her 
personal opinions and she had no real knowledge of the CP connections 
on the part of the subject. 

On September 18, 1959, AT T-2 stated that a meeting of t~e 
Section Committee, Southside Section, Chicago, Illinois, of: the 
CP was held at 3851 South Ellis Avenue, Chicago, on September 15, 
1959o T-2 said it was mentioned at this meeting that the subject 

- 4 -
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had been at the residence of LESTER DAVIS recently in Chicago to 
refresh on his way-to California and Honolulu. 

T-2 stated on September 18~ 1959, that LESTER 
DAVIS at the. above meetL~g was made Chairman of the 
Resolutions Committee for the upcoming CP Southside 
Section Convention to be held in November, 1959, in 
Chicago. -

• 1 

AT T-3 stated on May 23, 1961, that a meeting of the CP 
Illinois State Committee was held May 20, 1961, at 333 West North 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. T-3 reported that at this meeting C~JRL 
WINTER, Chairma~ of the Michigan State CP, spoke regarding the 
subject's speech at the United Auto Workers Convention in Detroit. 
WINTER praised the subject and stated he is Hegelian in his 
thinking and somewhere along the line he has studied Harxism. 

T-3 offered the opinion that this was not true regarding 
the subject and Marxism, although the subject in his book 
attributed his philosophy to Hegel. 

On June 1, 1961, AT T-4 stated a meeting of the State 
Committee, CP of Illinois/was held on May 21, 1961, at 333 ~'lest 
North Avenue, Chicago.. T-4 said that at this meeting, CARL \~TINTER 
stated that they must recognize the subject is not a Marxist and 
is not supporting 11 our11 line, but is supporting some of the same 
issues 11 we 11 are. 

AT T-5 advised on November 19 and 20, 1960_, that at a 
meeting of the CP USA held in Ne\'T York City, TED BASSETT, describeq 
b-y T-5 as a representative of The ~1-orker, gave a report on the 
November, 1960, Presidential Election, and during this report 
stated that the CP USA was in the process of placing their members 
in key positions in the SCLC. BASSETT added that a western , 
Conference of this group was then being formed and a CP USA member 
(name not mentioned) was the leader of this group. 

On November 23, 1959, AT T-6 advised that at the 
November 22, 1959, session of the New York County CP 
Party Convention, TED BASSETT was re-elected Educational 
Director of the New York County CP and a member of the 
New York County CP Committee. 
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On January 11, 1960, AT T-7 advised that at the 
January 9, 1960, session o~ the reconvened New York 
State CP Convention, TED BASSETT was elected to the 
New York State CP Dommittee. · 

The Worker is an East Coast Communist newspaper. 

• l 

• f 
' ' 

On June 6, 1961, AT .T-8 stated that a joint meetir~ of 
the Section Organizers~ Area Coordinators and Section Organization 
Secretaries of the Southern California District~ CP~ was held at 
Hungarian Hall, Los Angeles, California, on May 24, 1961. The . 
western Christian Leadership Conference Rally was announced at this 
meetirig f'or .June 18, 1961, in .Los Angeles. It was announced that 
the subject l'J'Ould be the speaker at this rally and all comrades 
were urged to use every possible effort to build this meeting. 

The newspaper Muhammad Speaks, February, 1962, edition, 
page 10, carries an article entitled 11 I\lartin Luther King Squirming. 11 

This article states that subject is denying that he ever suggested 
Negroes should turn to Communism in his answer to a question posed 
on a Cleveland television show called 11 0pen Circuit. 11 According 
to the article, the subject was called to task for the remark by 
EDWARD D. BALL, editor of the Nashville Ter;..ne.~se~m, who charged that 
the subject had advocated the Negroes ttU'ning to a new ideology after 
finding that forced integration is not working. Subject's reply 
was that he had contended there woUld be no doubt that if the 
problem of racial discrimination is not solved in the not-too-

'distant ~uture, that some Negroes out of frustration, discontent 
and despair vmuld turn to some other ideology~ 

The characterization of' Muhammad Speaks newspaper is 
included in the appendix of this report. 

Bo Associations with BENJAMIN DAVIS and ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYfn{ 

AT T-9 advised on September 22, 1958, that according to 
NAT RICHMOND, Manager of the Bronx County Committee, CP, BEN DAVIS~ 
National Committee Member or the CP, has been associating w.itl} the 
subject in the New York area. T-9 said that subsequent to the 
recent stabbing of the subject, BEN DAVIS and ARl~OLD JOHNSON, 
Secretary of the Legislative Committee of the CP, USA, donated 
blood to the subject. 
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The Worker, i~sue of December 20, 1959, reported 
that BENJANIN J. DAVIS at a meeting of the National 
Committee of the CP, USA, on December 14, 1959, was 
elected National Secretary and a member of a five-man 
Secretariat to conduct current \'Tork of the Party. 

The Wall Street Journal on March 16, 1962, carried 
, an article entitled 11 Trilo u. s. Carmnunists vlere Indicted 

By The Federal Grand· ,Jury. 11 The article reported that 
the two were GUS HALL~ General Secretary of the United 

. S"tates CP, and BENJAf'.1IN DAVIS, its National Secretary. 
They were indicted in i·Jashington on charges of failing 
to register as Com .. 'tlur.Lists ·with the Justice Department 
as required under the Subversive Activities 

· Control Act. The article stated DAVIS was indicted 
on six counts and HALL on five. No date was set for 
their trial. 

• J . ( 
' I 

AT T-10 advised on September 23, 1958, that BEN DAVIS 
stated recently that he was so convinced of the need for the CP 
because subject and others could not substitute for trained Marxists. 

On September 23, 1958, T-9 advised that BEN DAVIS . attended 
a Baptist Ministers Convention in Harlem recently. He said that 
DAVIS was given two minutes to speak, but at the end of the two 
minutes his time "t•Tas extended and he spoke for fifteen minutes. 
It was reported that DAVIS 1nade a great impression 9n tn~ conventio~ 
and would appear at a similar convention in Chicago. 

-According to T-9 it ·was reported that atthe Harlem 
Convention, DAVIS met the subject and they spoke about the 11 \Jlilson 
Case." Subject told DAVIS that he would shortly engage in a 
campaign to save 1/fiLSON 1 s life and told DAVIS that he \otas· ready to 
cooperate \!-lith him on the tiTII.SON case and on the fight for school 
integration. 

On January 17, 1959, AT T-11 stated that BENJANIN DAVIS 
furnished WILLIAM z. FOSTER, at that time General Secretary of the 
CP, USA, a letter he had received from the subject. According to 
T-11, DAVIS explained to FOSTER that the subject 1 s grandfather and 
his father had been close friends politically in Georgia. When the 
subject visited New York last SUll".m.er, DAVIS said he tallced to him 
and the subject was very friendly. DAVIS told FOSTER that the 
subject claimed he knew about DAVIS, his prison record, and what 
DAVIS stood for .. 
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·T-11 also stated that DAVIS said when the subject was 
· stabbed he contributed a pil1t of blood ~~d started others 
contributing. 

' I 

According to T-11~ DAVIS also said that he sent the 
subject copies of The \forker and i'r.L'ote his persoflal view·s on the 
subject 1 s book which DAVIS considered to be one of the tw·o most 
important books --in the la.st five years on the Negro question. T-11 
was. not aware of the nature of the letter from the subject which 
DAVIS furnished to FOSTER~ 

AT T-12 advised on February 2, 1959, that BENJAMIN DAVIS 
recently asked ELIZABETH GURLEY FL~~ if she was going to the 
"Resistance Dinner" to be held at the 11 Fifth Avenue Hotel" on 
Fe~ruary 2~ 1959. DAVIS told her that their mutual friend, ~UffiTIN 
LUTHER KING, had mentioned FLYNN 1 s possible attendance. DAVIS said 
that the subject was speaking at the dinner and DAVIS told FLYNN 
he would infor.m subject of her reason for not attending. 

The Worker on March 19, 1961, page 1, reflects 
that ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN had been elected National 
Chairman of the National CP, USA, by its National 
Committee. 

FL~~ was convicted in United States District 
Court, New York, Pn January 21, 1953, for violation 
of the Smith Act. 

On May 10, 1960, AT T-13 advised that a CP Club Meettng 
of the Ninth Congressional District, Illinois CP, was held May 4, 
1960, at t~e home of DOROTHY DAVIES~ 1214 LaSalle Street, Chicago, 
Illinois. T-13 said that after the meeting was over, DAVIES 
discussed subject and HARRY BELLEFONTE. She stated both the 
subject and BELLEFONTE went to see BENJAMIN DAVIS and asked for 
help in their present problems concerniP~ integration and civil 
rights. 

•·· 

' · 

C. Connections with STANLEY D. LEVISON and HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 

During the latter part of' 1956, AT T-14 said that on 
several occasions STANLEY LEVISON showed interest in the development 
or plans for a concert to be held in New York City in December, · 
1956, to commemorate integration of the Montgomery buses. T-14 
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said the concert '\'Tas to be held at Manhattan Center and subject 
would be connected \lrith it. T-14 also stated that LEVISON remarked 
that the proceed~ of the rally were going to be divided so that 
two-thirds would go to the .Montgomery Improvement Association. 

On August 6·~ 1957, AT ' T-15; stated that LEVISON 
,and his brother, ROY BENNETT, were active in CP 
financial matters· and busiriess ventures which con­
tributed to the CP. AT T-16 advised on October, 1961, 
that LEVISON continues to donate money to the CP, USA. 

On December 26, 1956, T-14 advised that STANLEY LEVISON 
had recently conferred with an QnKnown individual concerning plans 
for ·the publication of articles apparently to be written by the 
subject ~'Tho was to make a visit to India at some future date. 
LEVISON said that he was making the ·suggestion that the titles of 
these articles be .11 jazzed up!i and even sensationalized for popular 
appeal. He said the wording of the titles should depend upon where 
the articles were to be published and the reading audience that 
would thus be reached. LEVISON named a number of suggested titles 
such as s: .An American Negro Looks at India, 11 11 Popularity of Gis in 
India As Seen By Martin Luther King, 11 or 11 Biggest Surprise in India-­
Indians Love Americans, by Martin Luther_King. 11 

. 

According to T-14, LEVISON discussed the desirability 
of the publication of the articles in !';Look11 magazine, "New York 
Post," the "Washington Post11 and other periodicals. He remarked that 
if publication could not be made in a national circulation magazine, 
then the Reporter magazine v.ras a possibility. 

T-14 advised on December 27, 1956, that LEVISON in a 
recent conversation had said that "we11 have to get the subject to 
call a meeting of all leaders in the South to confer on transportation. 

T-14 on January 7~ 1957, advised he had learned that the 
subject and a Mr. STEELE of Tallahassee, Florida, had actually 
called a conference on transportation to be held in Atlanta, Georgia, 
presumably January 10 and 11, 1957, at the subject's father's church. 
The nature of this conference and whether it actually took place 
was not knoltm to T-14e 
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·- 1 On September 24, 1958, AT T-17 advised that STANLEY . 

LEVISON is the subject's 11 assistant chief. 11 T-17 said that LEVISON 
had been--described as a real estate man who spends half his time 
advising-and helping the subject. T-17 also -stated LEVISON has been 
doing a lot of dealing with 11 Harper 1 s 11 magazine on a new book by 
subject. 

AT T-18 on January 18, 1959, advised that apparently · 
STANLEY LEVISON, 6 East 39th Street, New York City, was legal 
representative for the subject regarding the subject 1 s book "Stride 

' Toward Freedom11 and also other matters. 

On February 11, 1962, T-18 said that LEVISON was conducting 
business matters for the SCLC in New York City, such as keeping 
·records and advising SCLC headquarters in Atlanta vrhen payments of 
bills came due. 

T-18 further advised on February 11, 1962, that JACK 
O'DELL, also known as HUNTER PITTS O'DELL, apparently is employed 
in the New York Office of the SCLC. 

T-15 advised in Ja~uary, 1961, that HUNTER PITTS 
O'DELL, who was elected to the National Committee of 
the CP, USA, under the name CORNELIUS JAMES at the 17th 
National Convention of the CP, USA, in December, 1959, 
was reported to have quit the CP and is consider~d by 
the CP to be officially out of the party. T-15 said, 
however, that O'DELL is still on good terms ~r;ith the 
CP and will work with it. 

T-16 advised on October 25, 1958, that HUNTER 
PITTS O'DELL, who had formerly been the assistruLt 
of JAMES JACKSON in Southern Negro work, was 
according to JACKSON not on the o~~icial CP payroll 
but v;as being paid ~75 per week ostensibly to be 
working either ~or 'International Publishers,:~ 11 New 
Century" or 11 Workers Library11 in New York City. 

T-15 advised on December 14, 1959, that JAMES 
JACKSON was elected a member o~ the National 
Committee o~ the CP, USA~ at its 17th National 
Convention, December 10 to 13, 1959. 

The Worker on January 31, 1960, announced that 
JACKSON had been appointed by the publishers as 
editor of The Worker. 
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·D. CP Efforts to .Aid the Subject or SCLC 

On October 10~ 1958, AT T-19 and T-20 advised that a 
meeting of the Ontario CP Club was held at 6777 Jasper Street, 
Alta Loma, CaliforQia, on October 7~ 1958. T-19.and. T-20 said that 
at this meeting miffieographed copies of a letter concerning 11 $14 For 
the 14~h .A..men<'hne:nt 11 ~-...-ere sent; out by "San Jose Friends· of 
Martin Luther IO.ng. 11 Acoording to the informants, the letter 
relates that on learn:L~ of the 11 unwarranted11 arrest of the subject, 
a grov.p in San Jose organized an emergency committee called 11 The 
Fourteen" to raise the equivalent of the $14 fine imposed on the 
subject. Purpose of the committee is to send the equivalent of the 
fine to the Montgomery Improvement Association and to invite other 
communities ·to join in 11 this gesture of s-ympathy." The letter 
suggests that each rec~pient of the letter collect $14 from fourteen 
or more persons. 

On October 13, 1958, AT T-21 advised that a meetL~g of a 
newly-organized CP Club within the Southside Section of the Illinois 
CP was held on October 9, 1958. According to T-21, it was announced 
at this meetiil.g that the book recently written by the subject was 
to be purchased by members whenever possible. 

T-9 advised on October 16, 1958, that a meeting of the 
Bronx County Committee of the CP was held on October 1, 1958, at 
2749 Barker Avenue, Bronx, New York. According _to T-9, it was 
announced at this meeting that the 11 Youth March for Integrated 
Schools" to \·Iashington, D. C., \•Jas to take place on October 25, 1958. 
It was also announced that this march was being sponsored by such 
notables as the subject and RALPH BUNCH. The members present at 
this meeting \·iere told this was an important action and that all 
CP groups should work to get different civic groups to backthe 
march. It was also announced at this meeting that the National 
Executive Committee of the CP~ USA, had decided to direct all pa~ty 
organizations to work £or and participate in the youth march. 

AT T-22 on November 10, 1959, stated that a meeting of the 
Polish-American CP Club was held on November 5, 1959, at 2632 
Glendale StreetJ Detroit, Michigan. T-22 said one of the five 
persons in attendance was RAY BLOSSOM, who said that CP helped a~d 
managed the subject's work during his work with the .bus boycott in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
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"--- ------ ,. ----T--=2~2 advised on November 107 1959, that RAY 

/ .. BLOSSOM was one of two individuals elected at the 
~ above meeting to be delegates to the CP State 

Conventiono 
~· 

• I • I 

AT T-23 advised on l1arch 18~ 1960, that a CP meeting was 
held on March 15, 1960, on Lauretta Avenue, Baltimore~ Maryland. 
T-23 said that at this meetj_.Ylg DAlWY RlJ-:BIN, ,Youth Chairman· from 
CP National Headquarters, referred to a conference headed by the 
subject to be held in Raleigh, North Carolina, at·Shaw University 
on April 15 to 17, 1960. RUBIN wanted someone to carry the Party's 
ideas to this conference and would lj_'l.ce this particular person to 
carry a member of the CP along -vii th him to the conference. RUBIN 
was. to ·leave for Howard University on N:arch 6, 1960, to see an 
individual at Howard University to accomplish this. 

T-15 advised on January 25, 1961, that MORTINITill 
DANIEL RUBIN is the National Youth Director, CP, USA, 
and is a member of the National Committee, CP, USA. 

AT T-24 advised on October 24, 1960, that a conference 
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant CP Section was held at 789 St. Marks 
Avenue,. Brooklyn, New York, on October 23, 1960. The incidents 
leading to subject 1 s current confinement in jail vrere briefly 
discussed a~d it was proposed that all of those present send· 
telegrams and letters to Senator KENNEDY and other public officials 
where the subject was confined. 

Eo Information Tendi11.g to Refute Communist Association 
or Sympathies 

AT T-25 advised in September, 1958, that the subject w~s 
president of the Montgomery L~provement Association. T-25, who was 
familiar ·Nith some CP activities in the Montgomery area, advised 
that he knew of no CP inrluence en the subject or infiltration 
into the activities or leadership of the Montgomery Improvement 
Associatione 

T-16 advised on October 25, 1958, that a meeting of the 
National Executive Committee of the CP, USA, was held in New York 
on October 22, 1958o At this meeting JA~lliS JACKSON presented a 
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seven-point program for the coming year. Point 1 of this program, 
according to T-16, was that the subject although a capable a~d 
honest leader 'tlras not th~ man to lead the Negro people because of 
his subservience to the I'Ihite ruling class. It -v1as declared that 
KING is the representative of the Negro clergy wh9 no't'r influence 
the Negro people and constitute a poor leadership. JACKSON declared 
that the Party 1s-aim in Negroes activities would be to prove that 
the .subject is not possessed of sufficient wisdom to ·be the leader 
of the Negro people. The Party will stress the fact that in his 
book KING admits that he is influenced by \'Ihite capitalists. 

T-25 stated on January 13: 1960, that the Montgomery Club 
of the CP held a meeting on December 27, 1959, at 1222 Payne Street: 
Montgome~J, Alabama. T-25 stated that at this meeting CP member 
LOUIS H. BEANE mentioned that the subject was moving from Montgomery 
to Atlanta. He said that the Negroes in Montgomery regretted very 
much that the subject was leaving. T-25 said there was no mention 
that the subject had anything to do with the CP in Montgomery or 
any of its policies. · 

The Atlanta Daily Uorld newspaper on October 16., 1960, 
carried an article entitled ''Sit-inners Meet at Morehouse College 
and Clark in 3-Day Conference. il The article reported that the . 
subject, who was one of the speal.cers., urged the students to accept 
the philosophy of non-yiolence not only 11 as a technique but as a 
way of life.n KING also stated that non-violence rejects the 
method of Conununism. 

T-16 advised on September 24, 1961, that GEORGE ~~., 
self-admitted head of the CP 1 s Southern Region., said he had nothing 
to do with the subject's organization (SCLC). 

III. SUPPORT OF CLEMENCY FOR CARL BRADEN AND ABOLISHNIENT OF 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ffi~-Ar~RICAN ACTIVITIES 

\ . 

" 
AT T-26 advised on January 18., 1960~ that CARL BRADEN ~ 

said a representative of the subject would be in Washington, D. c., ~ 
for the meeting of the Volunteer Civil Rights Commission on 
January 31, 1960. 

13 
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RE: CARL.BRADEN ,. 
~WSo ALBERTA AHEARN~ 2311 Payne Street, Louisville, 

Kentucky, a self-admitted former member of the CP, 
Louisville, in testifying on December 11 and 13, 1954~ 
in Jefferson county, Kentucky~ Criminal Court, in a 
state seditio~. prosecution against CARL BRADEN~ identified 
CA...l:tL BRPJ)EN and his wife~ ANNE" BRADEN, as having been 
1G.'10'~:m to her as members of the CP Louisville, from 
January, 1951, to shortly prior to the tL~e of her 
testimony~ 

The Courier-Journal, Louisville, Kentucky, a 
ne1·rspaper of' general circulation, on February 3, 1959~ 
-reported that CARL BRADEN had been sentenced to one 

. year in prison on a charge of' contempt of' Congress on 
> PebrUa.r"J 2, 1959, in Atlanta, Georgia. The story noted 

that he had been convicted under this charge on January 
21; 1959~ and that the charge arose from his refusal to 
anstrer questions before the House Committee on Un-American 
Act~vities (HCUA). 

The Louisville Times, Louisville, Kentucky, a 
nevrspaper of general cil:•cuJ.ation, on February 27, 
1961, reported that the United States Supreme Court 
had, on that date, affirmed the contempt of' Congress 
conviction of' BRADEN. 

The Courier-Journal, on May 2, 1961, reported 
that CARL BRADEN had surrendered to the United States 
Mm"'shal at, Atlanta, Georgia, on May 1, 1961, to begin 
serving a one-year prison sentence for contempt of 
Congress. 

The CoUl"'ier-Journal, Louisville, Kentuck-j, on 
February 2, 1962, reported that CARL BRADEN had been 
released from the Federal Prison Camp at Allenwood_, 
Pennsylvania, on February 1, 1962. BRADEN indicated 
that he would return to his home, Louisville, Kentucky. 

The December, 1961, issue of the Southern Patriot 
which, according to its masthead," is published by the 
Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc. {SCEF)~ 
i~entifies CARL BRADEN and his wife, ANNE BRADEN, as 
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.....__,__~.fi"eTd- secretaries and editors. The address of the 
edit_orial ~offices of this publication is given as 4403 
Vi~gfnia Avenue, Louisville 11, Kentucky, which is the 
home address of the BRADENs. 

• J 

Characterizations of the SCEF, Inc., and the Volunteer 
~civil Rights commission are ~eluded in the appendix of this report •. 

AT T-27 on December 30, 1960, advised that the name of 
the subject appeared on a list maintained by JAMES IMBRIE, 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey, ·which IMBRIE indicated was a list of 
i;ndividL.'..als \!,rho had consented to the use of their names by the 
11 .AO. Hoc cor:rrnittee11 as a supporter of a petition to the 87th 
Congress to eliminate the HCUA. 

JAflfES IMBRIE was identif'ied by AT T-28 on November 
18, 1960, as a member of the National Committee to 
Abolish the Un-American Activities Committee (NCAUAC). 

A characterization of the NCAUAC is included in the 
v appendix of this report. 

On April .24, 1961, AT T-29 made available a petition for 
clemency appeal in the case of CARL BRADEN. The mailing address 
was given as 584 Alfred Street, NVl, Atlanta, Georgia. 

On May 12, 1961, inquiry in the neighborhood .of 584 Alfred 
Street_, J)JIJ, determined that Rev. 1'/YATT TEE ~vALKER resided at that 
address. 

An article appearing in the Atlanta Journal new-spaper, 
issue of April 30, 1961, identifies \fALKER as the ne\1-rly-appointed 
Executive Secretary of the SCLC, having offices in Atlanta, Georgia. 
This article quoted Rev. WAUCER as advising that his activities with 
this appeal are as an individual and not as a SCLC official. 

T-26 advised on May 2, 1961, that some people in 
l·fash:Lng't9n.,__ D. c., area had received letters with the return address 
of 584 AlfreJ. Road, NH, Atlanta 18, Georgia. These letters enclosed 
a petition for clemency addressed to the Honorable JOHN F. KENNEDY; 
President of the United States. The petitions requested presidential 
clemency for CARL BRADEN to 11 reaffir"Tll the position of the Federal 
Government supporting peaceful and orderly integration in the South. 11 

The letters enclosing the petitions were signed by several persons~ 
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one of whom was MARTIN LUTHER KING, Atlanta, Georgia, as well as 
WYATT TEE lvALKE~, Atlanta. 

. ' 

Atlanta J.ournal newspaper, issue of Ma~ 2, 1961,; containe(!. 
· an article captioned 11 King Sees J.VIcCarthyism in 2 U. S. Contempt 
· Sentences. 11 This article stated that subject sai¢1. the on~-year 
j~il sentences given CARL BRADEN and FRANK WILKINSON are evidences 

· .that 11 McCarthyism11 is on the rise againc According to the article, 
~he· subject stated he had no doubt they are being punished, 

(

particularly Mr • . BRADEN, for his integration activities. Subject 
· went on to say he was not upholding Communism in any 'lfTay, but it 

was felt the HUAC shoUld not be used to thwart integration. 
I . 
1 · · This article went on to state that BRADEN ahd WILKINSON 
,would serve one-year jail sentences for contempt of congress because 
they refused to tell the Committee in a 1958 Atla.l"lta hearing whether 
they have ever been Communists. 

The characterization of FRANK WILKINSON is included in 
the characterization of NCAUAC, which is in the appendix of this 
report. 

AT T-30 on May 2, 1961, advised that viTLKINSON stated 
recently he and BRADEN.had arrived in Atlanta and attended a huge 
banquet in their honor- which 1-V"as sponsored by the subject and Rev. 
SHUTTLESWORTH of Alabama. 

AT T-31 advised on June 23, 1961, that a meeting of the 
New York Council to Abolish the HUAC vms held on June 12, 1961, at 
74 Fifth Avenue, New York City. It was announced at this meeting 
that a national petition for executive clemency for · FRANK WILKINSON 
and CARL BRADEN had been sent to 1,000 prominent people. T-31 
stated that subject was one of those who had already signed the 
petitiono 

IV o SUPPORT OF RELEASE OF MORTON SOBELL 

AT T-32 stated on September 22, 1960, that the subject was 
a supporter of the vJashington appeal :ror MORTON SOBELL t s release 
during the traditional Christmas amnesty period. T-32 said the 
appeal was conducted by the Committee to Secure Justice for IVIORTON 
SOBELLo 
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MORTON SOBELL was convicted on April 5, 1951, in 
United States District Court, Southern District o~ New 
York, for violation of the Espionage Conspiracy Statute 

. ' • 1 

~ _ and was sentenped to thirty years imprisonment. 

The characterization of the Committee to Secure Justice 
for' MORTON SOBELL is included in the appendL-x: of this report. 

The Worker, issue of November 27> 1960, carried an article 
entitled 11 1200 Clerics Urge Ike Free Sobell. 11 The article listed 
the subject as one of those sponsoring an appeal to the President 

i ' to urge a new trial for MORTON SOBELL or grant him clemency by 
I commutation of sentence. 

V o ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

AT T-33 advised on May 16, 1960, that the May meeting of 
the Women for Legislative Action, Louisiana Chapter, was held on 
May 11, 1960. T-33 said that the Ninth Annual Aw-ards for Outstanding 
community Service 1,11ere given and that an award was given to the 
subject. The subject was not present _and it was accepted for him 
by a Rev. Iv11:\.URICE DA\tlKINS. DAvlKINS brought a personal message from 
the subject which was on tape and it was played back for the benefit 
of the meeting. 

Characterization of Uomen for Legislative Action is 
~/included in the appendix of this report. 

AT T-34 advised in Ju.l'le, 1960, that the 11 Committee to 
De:f'end MARTIN LUTHER KING, 11 11 The Struggle for Freedom in the South~ 11 

and 11 Southern Christian Leadership Conference Student Defense Fund11 

all in a combined appeal, solicited funds from the Czechoslovakian 
Ambassador, the Romanian Legation, a.11d the Russian Embassy, all 
washington, D. c. All three offices 't'fere asked to make their che.cks · 
payable to NAT KING COLE, Treasurer. T-34 said that the subject was 
listed on the letterhead of the request as President of SCLC. 
According to T-34, these organizations in their appeal asked f~r 
financial assistance for the defense of those who are daily risking 
their careers and facing jail terms and death in their struggle to 
make the United States truly democratic. 
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. AT T-35 advised on January 20, 1961, that a meeting of 
the Womens Peace and Unity Club was held at the YMCA, 19 South 
LaSalle Stre~t, Chicago, Illinois, on January 3, 1961. T-35 stated 
that correspondence was read at this meeting. One of the items was 
a letter from the subject asking :for donations. ·T-35 said it ·was 
·decided that the Womens Peace and Unity Club would send $5 to Rev. 
RALPH ABERNATHY of Montgomery for the subject. 

A characterization of the womens Peace and Unity Club is 
v includ~d in the appendix of this report. 

on February 20, 1961, T-24 advised that the Negro 
American Labor Council {NALC) held a meeting called the 1rlorkshop and 
Institute on Race Bias in Trade Unions, Industry and Government at 
the Metropolitan Baptist Church, washington, D. c., on February 17 
and 18, 1961. T-24 said that A. PHILIP RANDOLPH is President of 
the NALC. Informant stated that speeches were made by ADAM CLAYTON 
PO\illLL and the subject. During one of the sessions, LLOYD BROWN 
suggested to PHILIP RANDOLPH that a moment of prayer be had for 
PATRICE Lill.ft..i1'1BA, once leader of a Congolese faction. T-24 said that 
RANDOLPH, before accepting the resolution, aslced the subject if this 
would be appropriate and received an affirmative reply. 

AT T-36 stated on February 20, 1961, that a regular meeting 
of the NALC was held February 17 and 18, 1961, in \'lashington, D. C. 
Among the regular members of the Nev-J" York Council of NALC who 
attended the meeting was that group which was known to include the 
CP members engaged in mass organizing work within NALC. One of 
these according to T-36 is LLOYD BRotm. 

A characterization of NALC is included in the appendix 
o:f this report. 

Atlanta Journal newspaper of February 23, 1961, carried 
an article ent~tled "H~ghlanders and Dr. King Join Forces. 11 This 
article stated that the Atlanta SCLC, headed by the Rev. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., and Tennessee controversial Highlander Folk 
School have joined forces to train Negro leaders for the southern 
civil rights struggle. The·article said that the Highlander Folk 
School located in Tennessee Cumberland Mountains had been involved· 
in the past in several political controversies. It had been 
staunchly defended by r~so FRAliTCLIN D. ROOSEVELT, among others, but 
in 1960 a Tennessee State Court revoked its charter after a 
legislative investigation charged that Communists had lectured there. 

- 18 -

NW 5528 0 Docld : 32989672 Page 1 0 7 



. ' 

AT 100-5586 

£'"';>. r;• 
~WI' 

·. . 

. '· 

.. 
A characterization of the Highlander Folk School is 

included in the appendix of this report. 

• t 

· t 

on· January 12_, 1961_, AT T-37 advised that B~CHE ri.IONTINE 
of 1222 Orurridge Urive_, South Bend_, Indiana_, rec~ived in an 
envelope postmarked December 29_, 1960_, NeH York 1, Ne~Ar York_, bear~ 
the return address of IVIARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 407 Auburn Avenue, · 
NE, Atlanta, Georgia, a.printed letter dated October 20_, 1960. This 
letter indicated that the subject vias in the Fulton County Jail in· 
Atlanta and asked for contributions for KING 1 s legal defense. The. 
a.ddres·sograph imprint on the envelope, according to T-37, appeared 
to have been made -v.rith the same plate as that used to address the 
copies of 11 National Guardianu which IJIONTINE received on a weekly 
basis. 

. A characterization of the 11 National Guardian" is included 
in the appendix of this report. 

AT T-38 advised on January 4, 1962, that a letter "From 
the Study of MARTIN LUTHER KING~ JR., 407 Auburn Avenue, ~ffi, 
Atlanta, Georgia11 was dated November 11, 1961, and signed MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., President of the SCLC, and was an appeal for funds 
for subject who was in jail in Atlanta. T-38 stated that apparently 
the letter was addressed on the addressograph of the 11 National 
Guardian11 and sent to persons on its mailing list. 

VI.. SUPPORT OF MAE MALLORY DEFENSE 

AT T-39 advised on December 1, 1961, that a meeting was 
held of the Buffalo Branch of the 1rlorkers ~·Iorld Party in Buffalo, 
New York on November 24, 1961. T-39 stated that at this meeting 
MILT NEIDENBERG said that the subject was going to appear in 
Cleveland, Ohio, for the benefit of MAE ~~LLORY, but did not know 
whether the subject's appearance would be beneficial. 

On August 31, 1961, two true bills of indict­
ment were returned against HILLIE MAE MALLORY 
{also commonly referred to as IVffiE MALLORY) by a 
Grand Jllr'J in Superior Court~ Union County, 
Monroe, North Carolina, charging rf!A.LLORY with two 
counts of kidnaping Mr. G .. BRUCE STEGALL and his 
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wi.f'e, MABEL STEGALL, on Sunday night, :August 27, 
1961.. The kid..11aping allegedly grew out of a race 
riot following picket-i11g of the Union :County Court 
House, r..ronroe_, North Carolina_, from Augu.st 21 - 27, 
1961, by 11 Freedom Riders;; and followers of ROBEI\T· 
FRANKLIN - ~'liLLIAI'-13. On August 31, 1961, an autho:J:'ized 
complaint was filed and vrarrant issued by United 
States commissioner_, Charlotte, North Carolina, 
charging MALLORY with Unlawful Flight to Avoid Pros­
ecution for the crime of kidnaping, in violation of 
Title.l8, United States Code, Section 1:073. On 
October 12, 1961, Special Agents of the FBI. apprehended 

· MALLORY in Cleveland, Ohio. 

AT T-39 has advised that ROBERT FRANKLIN WILLIM~, 
also commonly referred to as ROB WILLIAMS, for the past 
several years had been a controversial figure, par­
ticularly in con.l'lection "\·rith racial matters ta.l.cing 
place in the vicinity of I\1onroe, North Carolina_, his 
home.. During 1960, ltJILLIAr,lfS visited Cuba at the 
invitation of the Cub&~ Government and subsequent 
to this visit, travelled extensively through the 
United States praising FIDEL CASTRO &~d the present 
Cuban Government. viiLLIAIV"JS was President of the NAACP, 
Union County, Monroe, North Carolina, but some time 
ago was suspended by the N~..ACP .for advocating violence 
in connectiQn with the racial issue. According to T-39, 
WILLIAr,lfS during the summer of: 1961 was engaged in 
purchas~~g a quantity of arms and ammunition and had 
advocated violence in obtaining racial equality, 
particularly in Monroe, North Carolina. 

On August 28, 1961, two true bills of indictment 
were returned against fugitive ROBERT WILLIAMS by a 
Grand Jury in the Superior Court, Union County, 
Monroe, North Carol:LYJ.a, charging \>JILLIAMS -v;ith two 
counts of kidnaping Mr. Go BRUCE STEGALL and his 
wi.fe, r-.'IABEL STEGALL_, on Sunday night, August 27, 
1961. The kidnaping incident followed a racial 
disturbance at Monroe, North Carolina_, the afternoon 
or August 27, 1961. On August 28, 1961_, an authorized 
complaint was filed before United States Commissioner_, 
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~~otte., North Carolina_, charging vliLLIAMS l"li th 

violation of Title 18, Section 1073, United States Code, 
in-~at ~fiLLIAJY'lS fled the State of North carolina to 
avoid prosecution ~or the crime o~ kidnaping. 

~· 

On October 6_, ·1961., AT T-40 advised that R0:)3ERT 
FRANKLIN WILLIAMS had ~led from the United States and 

' was at that time in· Havana_, Cuba • 

..__ · _ / T-39 advised on January 22, 1962., that r.ULT_ ~ 
--:dNEIDENBERG at the Bufi:al.Q.Br.anch of the l'Jorkers liJorld 

·PartY--(vJWP) continued to serve-on-the National - ··· ·-·-·:? i 

• < 

Committee of the lvWP ~ · -~ - ..... 

A characterization o~ the WWP and its Buffalo Branch., 
as well as the Committee to Aid the Monroe Defendants, are included 
in the appendix of this report. 

. T-39 advised on December 8, 1961, that a meeting of the 
_Buf'i'lo Branch of the \VWP l'las held on December 1., 1961. T-39 said 
tha at this meeting VERA SPRUILL reported on a trip to Cleveland 
by _ocal comrades the previous weekend. She stated that she and 
~ ~ORY talked to the subject outside the Clevela~d church 
where the subject had given a talk. SPRUILL said the subject had 
gone on record i:rL favor of r~1ALLORY and had signed one of the 
petitions being circulated in r-W..LLORY' s behalf. 

'..: .... 
T-39 has advised that VERA SPRUILL sine€ 

. approximately the summer of 1958 had been active 
in the affairs of the Buffalo Branch o~ the ---·--··--

,, . ' _$ocialist Workers Party (S~'lP) e _ ... ~__.. . -------- ~ -- ......... ~.·---

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney 
General o~ the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

Following the split on the part of the Buffalo 
Branch SWP (BB SWP) from the National SWP dur~g 
February_, 1959., the local branch became know~ as the 

.BB lfl'IP.. Since February_, 1959, VERA SPRUILL has con­
tinued her activity in behalf of the BB WVIP. 
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vrt---:tNFOill.IATION- REGAF.DING SUBJECT'S FATHER 

~~~·· 

AT T-41 advised on August 13, 1941; that VERNA SCOTT, . 
wife of HARDY LEE SCOTT, stated that Rev. M. L. KING of the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church on Auburn Avenue was a member of the CP. 

T-41 said in April, 1942, that VERNA SCOTT said that HARDY 
LEE SCOTT called on Rev. ·M. L. KING frequently. T-41, who lmew most 
of the Negroes in the CP in Atlanta durL~ the early 1940's, said 
that to his lmm·Tledge ftl.ARTIN LUTHER KING, SR., -vms not a member of 
t.he CP but it was his belief that KING_, Sr., would cooperate \-rith 
t~e CP for the betterment of the Negro race. 

T-41 further advised that there were.no activities of 
MARTIN LUTHER KING_, SR., kno-vm to him which would verify the 
information furnished by VERNA SCOTT that subject's father was a 
member of the CP. 

T-41 described HARDY LEE SCOTT as the former 
Georgia State Secretary of the CP USA. 

T-41 in April, 1942, also advised that LOUIS BURNHAM, 
Secr~tary of the Southern Negro Youth Congress, Birmingham, Alabama, 
said that M. L. KING, pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Atlanta, Has sympathetic to the SNYC and would contribute money 
to this organization. 

The Southern Negro Youth Congress has·been 
designated by the United States Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive O~der 10450. 

VIIIe INFORMATION FROM SOURCES AWARE OF RACIAL AND SECURITY 
ACTIVITIES IN ATLANTA AREA 

: 
l 
i 

i 
f 

AT T-42 on April 5, 1962, said that he lmew and has worked ~ 
w~th the subject and WYATT HALKER, Executive Director of the SCLC. E 
T-42 said that he Has av1are that both the subject and HALKER signed i 
petitions for clemency for C&~L BRADEN and also supported amnesty § 
for MORTON SOBELL. T-42 said that the SCLC organization seems to be i 
very close to the SCEF _, which is the remnant of the SCHl'l,, publicly 1 
cited as a communist front by a Congressional Committee. T-42 
stated that it is his opinion that WALKER is the one responsible 
for pushing SCLC closer to SCEF. 
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. ·T-42 also stated that CARL BRADEN and his wife~ ANNE~ 
seemed. to be very close to the SCLC organization and their worl{c 

T-42 stated that he has no further information regarding 
the subject which may relate to security matters. 

On April 5~ 1962, AT T-43 advised that he knevr of the 
s~bject•s s~gning t~e petitions for clemency for CARL BRADEN ~~d 
~esty for r-10RTON SOBELL. T-43 stated that he lme~v of no other 
.inf'ormation regarding the subject or his organization i'·Thi.ch would 
pe considered a security matter. 

Five other sources of information familiar with the 
racial and security matters in the Atlanta area advised that they 
knew of no info~nation regarding the subject of a security nature. 

IX. CREDIT AND CRifv1INAL 

Records of the Atlanta Credit Bureau as reviet·-red on April 
3~ 1962, reflect that the subject and his wife had a file established 
September 3, 1952. His address since February, 1960, ;1as listed as 
563 Johnson Avenue, NE, Atlanta, Georgia. Employment was listed as 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 4o7 Auburn Avenue, NE, Atlanta, as 
assistant pastor since February, 1960. Former addresses were 
reflected as 454 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama; 209 South 
Jackson Street, Montgomery, Alabama; 193 Boulevard, N~, Atlanta, 
Georgia.. This record show·s subject's credit rating to be 
satisfactory and to contain no unfavorable information. 

Records of the Atlanta Police Department Identification 
Bureau as reviewed on April 3, 1962, indicate the follm·Jing 
regarding the subject: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Atlanta Police Department Number 198979, 
FBI Number 169 213 C. 

CONTRIBUTOR 

PD, Montgomery, 
Ala., #80161 

SO, Montgomery, 
Ala. #7089 

DATE 

1-26-56 

2/22/56 

NW 5528 0 Docld : 32989672 Page 112 

CHARGE 

Speeding 

Vic. T. 14 
Sec. 54. 1940 
Code of Ala. 
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CONTRIBUTOR DATE 

SO, Montgomery, 2/29/60 
Ala. #10281 

PD, Atlant~, .G~-10/19/90 

CHARGE 

Perjury 

Vic. Art. 497 
Ga. Law of 1960 
misdr. refused to 
leave premises. 

. ' 

DISPOSITION 

10/19/60 B.O. 
Fulton Co. 

Atlanta Constitution new-spaper issue ·of July 19, 196Q,, 
carried· an article entitled "King case Dropped By Alabama. 11 This 
article stated the subject vras cleared of perjury in the filing of 
}?.is· Alabama income tax. Tw·o :tndictments had charged the subject 
w~th perjuring himself by understating his 1956 and 1958 earnings 

·b¥·some $27,000. The article related that the subject paid his 
:-.disputed tax before a grand jury indicted him in February, 1960. 

The following description was obtained from Atlanta Police 
Department records as of October 19, 1960: 

Race 
Sex 
Born 
Height 
Height 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
l:Tif'e 

Parents 

Brother 
Employed 
Occupation 

Negro 
Male 
January 15, 1929 
5'711 

165 
Black 
Maroon 
Dark brov-m 
CORETTA KING, 563 Johnson Avenue, 
NE. 
MARTIN and ALBERTA, 1366 Dale 
Creek Road, NVJ. 
A. D. KING, 501 Auburn Avenue, NE. 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. 
Ministero 
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APPENDIX 

AID THE MONROE DEFENDANTS ( CAI-ID) , 

A source 'advised on October 30, 1961, that the CAMD was 
rormed during September, 1961, by the Socialist Workers Party 
(SW.P) in New York City. The S1·1P ·originally proposed the formation 
of this committee during ·discussions 11-Tith various left w·ing and 
liberal tendencies and offered a sum of money to initiate activities. 

Source stated that the SWP, however,., iAras unsuccessful in 
forming a committee of various tendencies and proceeded to organize 
t~e CAMD and promote its activities under the domination and control 

; ·-p.f .the SUP • 
.: • 

· The aims of the CAriD according to the source are to afford 
financial support and counsel for ROBERT F. WILLIAMS and four other 
defendants ·Nho were involved in a racial incident on Augu.st 27, 
1961, at ri.Ionroe, North Carolina •. The SvJP hopes to dramatize this 
incident nationally and internationally through the CAND and thus 
attract individuals to the SUP 1 s aims and prin~iples by playing a 
leading role in the integration struggle. 

The headquarters of CAMD is located in Suite 1117, 141 
Broadway, New York, Ne~'l York. 

The SWP has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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p APPENDIX 

CO~~ITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 

11 Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and JULIUS 
ROSENBERG in June, ··1953, the 1 Commun.ist campaign .assumed a different 
emphasis. Its major effort centered upon-MORTON SOBELL, 1 the · 
ROSENBERGs 1 codefendant. The National· Committee to Secure Justice · 
in· _the Rosenberg Qase - a Communist front \'rhich had peen cond1,1cting 
the campaign in the United States - was reconstituteg as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago in October, 
1953, and 1 then as the National Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg case 1 ••• ~ 11 

. . ("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications 11 

dated January 2, 1957, issued by ~he HCUA, page 60.) 

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee to Secure 
Justice for IVJ:orton Sobell11 appeare·d on literature issued by the 
Committee. In March, 1955, the current name, 11 Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell, 11 first appeared on literature issued .by 
the Committee. 

The- 1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the il Committee to Secure Justice for :r-1orton Sobell11 as being 
located at 940 Broadway, Nevr York, New York. 
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· APPENDIX 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

An Atlanta Journal newspaper article appeared December 15~ 
1957, entitled 11 Highlander Direc.tor Says School Not Communist., But 
In Same Field::~ The article reported the Highlander Folk School was 
e&tablished in September, 1932, by MYLES HORTON, Director, and 
DONALD L. l.iEST, a Geoi'gian v-fith a long record of affiliations with 
Communist front groups. HORTON denied that he or the school had 
ever had any connection with the communists. 

. The article stated that Highlander hit the·headlines two 
months ago when the Geoi'gia Commission on Education. published a 

· four-page newspaper-size report charging that the institution is a 
"Communist Training School.n The commission,set up by the Georgia 
Legislature to help preserve segregation, chai'ged that Highlander's 
race-mi."'{ing plans are part of a communist scheme to c.reate strife. 
As proof, the commission repoi'ted that a number of persons who had 
been connected with Highlander also had been connected with 
organizations labeled as communist fronts by the HCUA. 
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,. APPENDIX 

MUHANfJIAD SPEAKS NElvSPAPER 

·The April, 1962J issue of ~'fuhammad Speaks shm•Ts this 
newspaper is located at 5335 South Gr~enwood Avenue, Qhicago 15, 
Il~inois. 

On the last page of the April, 1962, issue is the 
.following statement: 

nThe most talked about leader ever to arise in the so­
call~d Negro cow.rnunity is r'lessenger Elijah Muhammad •••• his goals, 
a~s and program are plainly outlined in the newspaper r PIIu.hal!l.rnad 

·Speaks, 1 as 1:lell as nevts of the black man of Ai'rica_, Asia and 
iUnerica that cant t be :round in any other publication. 11 
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NATIONAL CO~~ITTEE TO ABOLISH 
THE UN-AJYIERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

'. 

. On May 3:· 1961, a conf'idential source advised that the 

• I 

National Comraittee to Abolish the Un-America~ Activi.t~es Committee 
was organized in August, 1960, at Los Angeles, California, to 
s.tim.ulate new aDd utiliz·e all ef'f'orts of' interested individuals and 
organizations in a national campaign to promote public education 
leading to political action to abolish the House Committee on Un­
~erican Activities (HCUA). The National Committee to Abolish 
the Un-American Activities committee will ·not duplicate the work 
of other Civil Liberties organizations, which include the abolition 
of .the HCUA as a part of their program, but 't'Till encourage the 
coordination al'ld consolidation of'. all their efforts for abolition, 
and will promote new efforts in those Congressional Districts where 
education and political action for abolition have not been initiated. 

FRANK lJILKINSON is the Field Representative of the 
National Cowmittee to Abolish the Un-American Activities Committee. 
According to the source, Wih~INSON periodically confers with 
DOROTHY HEALEY, Chairman_, Southern California District Communist 
Party_, and is in close touch with other leading communist 
functionaries in the Los Angeles area. 

Another source on September 17, 1952, advised that FRANK 
WILKINSON w·as a Communist Party member as of September, 1952. 
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11 NATIONAL GUARDIANn; 
WEEKLY GUARDIAN ASSOCIATES, INCORPORATED 

The 1949 report of the Cali~ornia Committee on Un-American. 
Activities cited the 11 Nat:i,onal Guardian" as a publication, launched 
in New York in 1948 aiming at national. circulation, which it ~ound 
to be from its inception notoriously Stalinist in its staf~, ~witers, 
management and content. (1949 report o~ the Cali~ornia Senate Fact 
'inding Committee on Un-American Activities, page 394.) 

The masthead of the iiNational ·Guardian, 11 issue of May 14, 
195.6, re~lects that it is published 1iveekly by "Ieekly Guardian 
Associates, Incorporated, 19'T East 4th Street, New York City. 
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· APPENDIX 

NEGRO Ar~RICAN LABOR COUNCIL (NALC) 

A source~·of information advised on Janaary 20, 1960, that 
BERT vlASitl.NGTON, the Ohio CP Organizer for the Negro cadre considered 
the NALC to be an important movement which the CP desired to 
infiltrate or influence,· notwithstanding the anti-communist position 
taken by the national leadership of NALC. 
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APPENDIX 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE. EDUCATIONAL FUND~ INC. 

The southern Patriot, a monthly publication, shows that 
it is publishea by the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc. 
(SCEF). 

:.-·~ 

The .southern Patriot '1as cited as .an 11 organn of the 
So~thern Con:rerence for Huma11 i;lelf'are (SCHW) by the Committee on 
Un-.American Activities, ·House Report 592, on the SCHH, June 12, 1947. 

- -The SCHW "t'Ias cited as a communist front by the Committee 
on Un-American Activities, House Report 592l June 16, 1947. 

An amendment to the charter of the scmr changed the name 
of.that organization to the SCEF, and listed its purpose as being 
to improve the educational and cultural standards of the Southern 
people in accordance with the hig~est American democratic institu­
tions, traditions, and ideals. The amendment was dated April 26, 
1946. 

A source, who is familiar with some phases of Communist 
Party (CP) activity in the NevJ Orleans area_, advised on li'Iay 22_, 1959, 
that during the time the SCffiJ was in existence, CP members were 
members of and worked actively in the SCHW. However, since the 
formation of the SCEFJ raPR a~d file CP members have not been 
encouraged to work in.the SCEF. The source stated that the SCEF is 
a progressive, liberal organization, which he considers a CP front 
organization because it has gone along w·ith the CP on certain 
issues, particularly on the racial question, and through the years, 
certain CP members in the NeH Orleans area have been assigned ·to 
work in the.organization to further CP principles. 

On May 22~ 1959, the source advised that in the past he 
has considered JAT!IES DOJ.':JBROl"JSKI, the Executive Director of the SCEF, 
to be a Communist, if not an actual Communist Party member, because 
he i'olloNed communist principles. 

The source also advised on May 22, 1959, that many people 
who are officials and members of the SCEF, while liberal in their 
views, are by no means cowm\mistso 
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APPENDIX 

VOLUNTEER CIVIL RIGh"TS COMMISSION 

A source· reported on February 8, 1960,·that the Volunteer 
Civil Rights Commission was held at the Asbury Methodist Church, 
11th and K Streets, Northwest, washington, D. c., on Jan~~y 31, 
1960, and that C~ BRADEN, Field Secretary of the SCEF, was the 
prtncipal organizer of this commission. The source added that the 
SCEF was ·one of the sponsoring organizations of the commission. 
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WOMEN FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

A source~· advised on IV1ay 7 ~ 1959~ that the Homen for 
Legislative Action was formed in 1952~ claiming to be an independent 
organization dedicated to non-partisan participation in legislative 
and civic activities. Its position in favoring or opposing 
legislation usually parallels the position of the Communist party 
and related groups. It is currently supporting legislation to 
abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Membership 
in the Homen for Legislative Action does not_, of itse"!f, connote 
membership in or sympathy with the Communist party • 
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WOMEN'S PEACE AND UNITY CLUB, formerly 
known as the Chicago Women for Peace 

t .. • l ~ 

. )/ 

The· aims and purposes of the Chicago 7v'lomen .~or Peace ( ctvP), 
as· set forth in its self-identified publication, 11 Chicago Acts for 
Peace" (CAP), May.; 1951; issue, describes this organization as a 
11 service center for women worlcing for peace. 11 This ·publication 
described the Chicago women for Peace as being affiliated with 
the American women for Peace and as co-operating with the American 
Peace Crusadee 

The January., 1954, issue of 11 CAP11 at-mounced the dissolution 
of the American Women for Peace and the affiliation of the Chicago 
Women for Peace with the American Peace Crusade council in Chicago. 

A source advised in November, 1956, that the CWP remained 
affiliated with the American Peace crusade, Chicago, until that 
organization dissolved in September, 1955. The CWP continued with 
no national affiliation until September, 1956, when a 11 re-organization 
and name change took place 11

, and it became known as the 11 \1Jomen 1 s 
Peace and Unity Club11 (WPUC). The reason given for this 11 re­
organization and name change 11 by DOROTHY HAYES, Secretary of the 
organization, was that the CliP had been formed to end the Korean ltJar 
and since that war was over and there was a 11 measure of peace in the 
world", women's interests were more centered on such issues as civil 
rights, desegregated and better schools, juvenile delinquency, equal 
opportunities for women, housing, and cost of living. Source 
advised that the only actual 1

' re-organization11 of the CUP was the 
change of its name to 11 1ilomen 1 s Peace and Unity Club11 

.. 

Another source advised in October, 1956, that the CP, 
Illinois-Indiana District, had ordered the dissolution of the CWP 
because it no longer served the purpose of the Party, since it was · 
a "Left-wing11 peace group. Though the CWP refused to dissolve and 
chose to conti..11ue in the form of the "Women 1 s Peace and Unity Club, 11 

it continues to be a "Communist front organization" whose policies 
and activities are directed by DOROTHY HAYES, a known CP member. 

The previous source advised on May 7, 1959, that the 
WPUC continues to operate in the Chicago area as a peace organization 
under the same leadership and with the same objectives. · 

The American Women for Peace and the American Peace 
Crusade have all been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

NW 5528 0 Docld : 32989672 Page 124 - 35 -

i 
. i 

' 



. 
'"' 

, •· ::. .. 
,~· .L00-55~b 

-· 
·' 

APPENDIX 

· • woRiill"FfEr wo:Rtn PARTY 

·· On April 17, 1959, a source advised that on 
·Fepruary 12, 1959, a· SGcialist vJorkers Party (S~TP) minority 
group, under the leadersr~p or national committee member 
Sam Ballan, kno'[l-m in the SWP as Sam Marcy; split from the 
SWP., 

The source stated that this minority.group referred 
to as the Marcyites, after many years of program and policy 
Pif~erences on varied issues concerning tactics and inter­
pretation of political events~ split from the SWP on the 
grounds that the Party was liqUidating itself by departing 
from the Marxist precepts of Leon Trotsky and retreating 
·trom the f'ight f'or the Horld socialist revolution. The 

. \. 

• II. 

final issue uhich ultimately f'orced the split was the minorityrs 
opposition to the SWP regroupment policy which involved 
Qooperation 't'!i th the. Communist Party ( CP) periphery -

·individuals characterized by the minority as petty-bourgeois. 

The minority program, according to the source, 
advocates the unconditional defense of the Soviet Union 
and has as its goal the building of .a revolutionary party 
with a complete proletarian orientation for the p~pose 
of' overthrowing capitalism in the United States and throughout 
the i'Ior ld. 

On May 12, 1960, the source advised that this 
minority group had ~hosen the name Workers World Party l'lith 
headquarters located at 46 vlest 21st Street, New Yorlc, 
New York. 

. The SWP and the CP have been designated by the 
Attorney General of' the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 
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AT 100-5586 

$> APPENDIX 

BUFFALO BRA1\fCH - WORKERS WORLD PARTY 

Sources advised 1..1"1 +Iay_, 1961_, that the· currently active 
Buffalo Branch of the Y.Iorkers \·:orld Party · (vWIP), originally 
es.tablished in-Buffalo, Neto-r York.t during May., 1959, is currently 
part of the National "!J1WP, which mainta:Lns headquarters in New York 
City, and the Buffalo Branch follows the aims and principles of the 
National Organization • 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. 

100-5586 

f /""). A •• . ,. ;_ •. ... 
' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ~USTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Atlanta, Georgia 
April . 25, 1962 

Title MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Character SECURITY MATTERS - C 

• -.. <II "' &< 

Reference Report of Special Agent Robert 
R. Nichols at Atlanta, dated and 
captioned as above. 

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable L~formation in the past. 

-

AT T-41 has furnished both reliable and unreliable information 
in the past. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ~~d is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 

-· 
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SAC Mobile 
' 

Director, FBI 

.. .. 

1962 

1\ :- Mr ~. Ramp ton 
. \ ,, 

\ 

COitli\iUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE . 1 

GJSOUTHE!t~ CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
\~' 

\ -- / l 'l,_ '/G. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C : 
, .. . \ 

\ 
,· , .. 

. l' 

'\ ReNYlet, 7/16/62 captioned "1\~rtin ~\the.r: · .... 
King, Security 1\<latter -C.~ J p. · .. \, ~ 

Relet requests Bureau to advise 1•1Dbi~e ~ \ ' 
whether a cominfil investigation should be instituted · 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Co~ferenc~ (SCLC) 
and the basis for the investigationo ~or the 1' 
information of i'liobile, Atlanta and New':York have been 
requested by separate letter to review~available \· 
information to determine whether such an investigation ·, 
should be conducted. Upon receipt of the observations ~ 
of these offices and the recommendations of the- · · ~'\ 
Atlanta Office the Bureau will determine whethe~ · · .' · : l h\ 
authority should be granted for a cominfil investigationo· · ' _-.. · 
In the event an investigation is approved the 1 \' .. \ ' 1 ~ 
Atlanta Office should furnish the lviobile Office 1 ··· · / ·._ . 
appropriate information in the event leads are .: :;\. · .. : ?,' ··, 
indicated for Mobile to cover. · f · \ ~~·. •, '·/ ·· { 

-1 { .. \ 1 

For the information of all offices the Bureau ··",· \ .•. l • 

has opened a separate file under instant caption· for ·.;..,, ·~. 
the purpose of receiving information concerning~any f R ;· 
communist infiltration of. the SCLC. \ . . cJ \ 

I' ~. '. 7. i · t 

2 ... Atlanta 
1 - New York 

l ·~: tf ··, 
-~. \.J\. 

This document is prepared in response to '!:f.OUr.. request and is not !for, d_issem~ < 
nation o'utside your Coramittee. Its u!le i.<? limited to officiaZ·p1·o~ee_d~ng~ bU_ · .: , 
your Committee and the content may nut be disclo~ed to unauthonreif, per~<>n:- "\ 
nel w · hou Ni- .. 8 ·· n,.. npproval of the F Bl • . . .· 

-JUL 2 0 ~~62 . /~o- "Y'df ~ <f?,~- !)/.. 
Tolson ()/. ~·'-..... ) \_.. -·: \ 
Belmont .A /i :,...- ~ · ·. . 
Mohr -~ ~C · .. · . . 1 ~, -""' · 
Callahan__ ~"'4'J9 Cp· •• : , { .• _?.:;;_..:;' = rl 
Conrad · Q4'(. -_, · ---=. :'"'\ ,J 

D L h I {. ...-:-- '~ _,. t -~· -,-e oac __ p;-, iJ,\.. • ,_ ~- / ·· .---- . , 
~~~~:e ,..~ ~~..::..- c,f·· 
Rosen ••. ~u· ~'1;5 1<'!•--e:. , -
Sulllvan · a ~ ... 1 E.r - ~ -=-~;,-- : t/ 

. ··-' ....... '/ y, ,_ • t'-'•t .,-,. l\ I . JUL 23 1962 Tavel • .., ·- • "-· ; · 1 Y\ .'1 • • I • ~ '"'. ...., , 
Trotter ~-' r11· n n <(.! \ I r1 p \ 22. v ... ,, ' II J w. J ~I J 
Tele.Roo l9~f 1 l'~fll••... . • .. ~ .. .,· .. "'.,~ 
Ho ' . , . t1'1lrlJ',, ' ,.I . :I ,.. •;.~ ....... . 
Ga ~ ROOM \ TELETYPE lhirT"'D • ' ' •" ' -
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.. SAC, Atlanta Juiy 20, 1962 

Director, FBI 
.. 

Prior correspondence received from Atlanta and 
i{e'\v York indicates Stanley David Levison, a- secret member of 
the Communist Pa1.·ty (CP), and Hunter Pitts O'Dell, who has·· 
had prior connections with CP, are influentiai with Martin 
~uther King, Jr., head of the SouL~ern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC)o .., ' . - -:,. 

I 

It is noted O'Dell is employed by SCLC al}d .is in 
charg~ of the Hew York office of this organization. Early 
this year the-New· York Office furnished · information the 
New•York Friends of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Cc·nference c .nF, SCLC) ha.d been I organized by CP members; 
ho1~ever, this organization ceased activity on 2-22•62. and 
the matter was closed subject to reopening and ' reporting in 
the event additional information was developed~concerning_its 
continued existence. This latter organization was organized to 
give some financial support to the SCLC~ J 

·, 
• 

Atlanta ar~ ~ew i6rk are instructed te review files, 

.... _ 

contact sources and determine whether the dP is eXerting any 
influence on the SCLC through Levison El1d O'Dell or others 
a..11d/ or whether the .Party is making any attemrits to infiltrate 
this organization. The Bureau should ~e furnished a comprehensive 
summary of the info1~tion available to ~a~h ofjl~e concerning all 

1 - Atlanta (100-5718)(SCLC, PJ1) ~ R~O,/If"~/ _ (7J_.~!f,- I 
( 

;/;t- ·/J v· 1 :;..t-
3 - New York 1 - 100-ll~7332) (NYF, SCI 1 \"'."" 

1;::~--1 - .to0-4;J7j26~ (NY,SCLC)- v d;r{' .;
6 

JUL ;3Jl962 
llahan-1 - 1-e{;~;{SCLC,RM) I · 1 MC] P -)~ . ~ -, • / 
~:~dch--RJR:~J~~~::~~ /.5~7- --~- : :/._, ·. ~EE NOTE ON YELLCxl PAGE~ .. (/~~ , 
~::e .~If''"' ~J ~ _, / ?-. · /--;{~ ""· 
~~~an '. · ~)cdJ.~~L~~Ji~·· ;;;.«.P -~Ve'a in responp~~to -your request an~ ~s not for ~issemi- '""' · 
otter '"" • • . - • _ nation ·mtfr i~~yb.ur, b<mimittee7' Its .. #lf<~':'_lirf!'it~d. ,to , off~c~al p1'09eed~ngs· by ;;/ 
.~:e~oom -- you;· d;m -s-ittee :.and -t}ffno/)1~~e1~~Jf~?f ~~A e d~Q~~~~,)to unauthonzed person- {1. .._ 
ndy MAIL ~M~O¥eL~~#Ot1lf@.Uil~tovij"l~!~_ t~'~LZ?.E.~ / ~--.-. :: ' ·-:! f F } ' v 
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Letter to Atlanta 

. 
' 

RE: CO.Mr'1UNIST I!WILTP-ATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COl%"E:RENCE 

·' 

individuals connected l·rith the CP who are influential in or 
have a position in the SCLC. Sources who have previously 
furnished information concerning the influence of Levison and 
O'Dell On King and ''King's group" should be recontacted, where 
appropriJte, to pin down whether such influence~ is exerted on 
King, the SCLC or the individuals working with King on the 
integrationist movement. The extent and place of this in­
fluence should be clearly shown for purposes of evaluating 
whether a commrtnist infiltration investigation should be 
conducted on the SCLC. 

New York should fu.;nish the ·Bureau and ·Atlanta_ its 
observations and analysis of the information it has developed 
to assist Atlanta in making its recommendations. Atlanta, 
upon receipt of New York's reply, should furnish the Bureau 
the results of 1ts review and its recommendations as to whether 
a communist infiltration investigation is warranted in accordance 
v1ith the instructions contained in Section 87 E of. the 1-Ianual of 
Instructions. No investigation of this nature should- be con­
ducted, however, without Bureau authority-

• J 

The Bureau has opened a separate file on this matter 
and correspondence relating to the communist infiltration of 
SCLC should be directed to 1this ~i*e rather_ th~ t~e Racial 
Matters file (leO-l;:2~) .. /~"':7-· ·tP3.:v ~ · : , 

~-
NOTE CN YELLOW: . . 

\ . 

. -Levison has been identified as Associate Director of 
SCLC and a secret member of the CP. O'Dell is being considered 
for a position as administrative assistant to King ani is 
employed by the SCLC, in charge of the New York office. O'Dell 
has been identified as a CP member in the past and was elected 
under a pseudonym to the National Committee of the CPUSA at the 

(NOTE CONTINUED PAGE 3) 

- 2 • 
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.. 
Letter to Atlanta 

. 
' 

RE: COt:friUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE . 

e . 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

/Nr-o /.l.Nlll . ..JI 

17th ijatlonal CQnvention of the CP in December, 1959. In May, 
1960,Jlrr 694-S*:Jreported that CP policy then wa~ to concentrate· 
on 11artin Luther King and the CP felt it was to the Party's 
advantage\ to assign outstanding Party members to . work wi"th the 
l1artin Luther King group. As late as 11-21-61 the Atlanta Office 
has advised no information has been developed on which to base 
a security inquiry on SCLCo In view of the continued activity 
of Levison and o•nell and the fact they exert influence on King 
it is deemed advisable to again ask for a review of the appropriate 
field office files to determine if any CP direction and infiltra­
tion of the SCLC has developed. 

.... ., 

) .. 
/ 

.., 
. 

I 

4 

.: .• ~ -
~ -

~ 

~ " 

' ' 

'· ' 
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. 
. · SAC, Savannah (105-New) 

ftEC- 128 ·Director, FBI <ioo-4 38794) ,_.... 5 
· 1 - Mr ct Rampton 

COM1~JNIST IlTFILTRATION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(00 - .Atlanta) 
' \ 
R.eSVlet 8-29-62 (no copies to Atlanta and New York). 

For the information of Atlanta and New York, referenced 
-letter suggested that, in view of the possibility that the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) may be using 
Communist Party (CP) members or sympathizers as instructors 
or as students at the Dorchester Community Center, ~cintosh, 
Georgia, the Bureau may be interested in aequiring.additional 
information concerning this t~ining school. Relet made reference 
to Savannah letter to the Bureau 8-29-62 captioned "_Hunter Pitts 
O'Dell, aka~ IS-C (00 -New York); and Hosea Herman Hudson, Sr., 
aka., SM-C \00 - New York)." This letter indicates SCLC is 
using the Dorchester Community Center as a training school for 
the training ~f Negroes in voting, matters and in methods of 
demonstrating and that the demonstrators in Albany, Georgia, 
were all trained at this center. Review of referenced -letter 
and the letter concerning O'Dell and Hudson does not disclose 
any information indicating CP participation in tne activiti~s 
at the Dorchester Community Center or participation on the part 
of CP members. ,, 

. 
For the informatio~-of Savannah, the New York and 

Atlanta Offices have been instruct~d to revi~w aY9ilable 
information concerning CP interest: in captioned organization 
and to furnish the Bureau recommendation$ as to whether a 
communist infiltration investigation of this organization is 
warranted in accordance with the instructions contained in 
Section 87E of the Manual of Instructions. No communist 
infiltration inve-stigation has been authorized as ·yet. The 
New York Office has submitted its observations by letter dated 
8-21-62 and recommended a~ommunist infiltration investigation 
should be conducted. The Bureau has instructed Atlanta to 

Tolson furnish its recommendations and, upon receipt of this information, 
~~~~ont the Bureau will render s d.ecision concerning the recommendations o 
Callahan __ 
Conrad--
.DeLoach 2 - .Atlanta (100-5718) · · 
~~r~:e .. 1;.. 0 115w ,~.?r~ "'(l00-149194) G ~~~~~~ ~1. . CArfJYs;~rni- ~ 
sullivan ' ~~ ~ t.: l t.J ~ 1 Jti ~ 7:" ~[ t- J i 1.96/ 

7
, request ana ~s nM fo't d~ngs by o \0~· . 

Tavel • • \ · \ • 'Ylonse tu 'itO '. • d t fficial proce-e \ v . 
Trotter RJR : er c ,(/:d ·'""~/, ,,.ttt· ~· 1·cpared ~n refro •Ji/;ij i~ l~ 11te o 0 authorized perso% · 
Tele. Room==< 7) 'f]i'/;S oe . t ··/::r our Cor~m·~- - "· isclosed to un ~ v , ·· 
Holmes .<11~1:'0'1. Spt~e .r:':-:31 tent maY nu J . -, 
Gandy MAIL Roo~.d~:~V'ao151.TmftHWtiT~ tlbe con t of the F B •. • 
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Letter to Savannah 

. 
' 

Re: Communist Infiltration of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

100-438794 

In view of the foregoing, Savannah should furnish 
Atlanta and the Bureau the basis for its view that the 
possibility exists the SCLC may_ be using C~ members or 
sympathi~ers as instructors or as students at ~he Dorchester 
Community Center, Mcintosh, Georgia. In the event Bureau 
authorization is given Atlanta and pertinent offices to 
conduct a communist infiltration investigation, the Atlanta 
Office should advise Savannah and the Bureau whether this 
investigation should involve the Dorchester Community Center 
at Mcintosh, Georgia. It is pointed out these instructions 
pertain only to acommunist infiltration investigation and do 
not relate to any responsibilities pertinent offices might 
have in connection with Racial Matters investigations. For 
the information of Savannah~ the Bureau maintains a ·separate 
file on the SCLC to receive information which relates to 
Racial t-iatters {157-632). -

:· ~Atlanta is requested to expedite its reply to 
Bulet 8-29-62. 

) .. 
/ 

• I 

l; 
,. 

<t 

- 2 -
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... 

OPTIONAL FORM ,-10. 10 
!Oio--IO.C • a 

•.• • UNITED STATES GoWRNMENT 

·~ Memorandum 
TO DIRECTOR$ FBI (100-438794) DATE: 8/21/62 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-149194) 

COMMUNIST INFILTRA~ION OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
IS-C 

(00: Atlanta) 

ReBulet to Atlanta, 7/20/62, which re9riested 
NY to furnish the Bureau and Atlanta with observations 
and analysis of the extent of CP influence or infiltration 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

On 3/10/61, ANDREW ANGIOLETTI, Chief Clerk, 
Manufacturers Trust Company, 275 West ·125th Street, NYC, 
advised that there is an ~ccount maintained at· this 
branch by the SCLC, whose officers are listed as MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, President; BAYARD RUSTIN, Secretary; and 
STANLEY D. LEVISON, Assistant Treasurer. 

1\-f'or-~+ 
G 5824-siJon 8/6/57, advised that 
TANLEY LEVISON and his brother, ROY 

BENNETT, were active in CP financial 
matters and business ventures which 
contribute to the CP. · 
~'(\~Of''Y\~+ • . 

tNY 694-~advised in October, 1961, 
~at LEVISON continues to donate 
money to the CP, USA. · 

I 
' During .. ~~p~~ of February ~'9-15, .· 

1957, J:g,lt 5624=s·~radvised tJlat the 16th 
National Convention, CP, USA, was held 
in NYC on February 9-12, 1957, and that 
BAYARD RUSTIN attended some of the 
convention sessions as a guest. 

(~-Bureau (100-438794) (RM) 
2-Atlanta (100-5718) (RM) 
1-New York (100-149194) I !/ ' ' ,_ v 

......,.;.....,.. .. ...........­
~-

EEG:eac 
(5) 

AI !G., 23 1962 
.16 v •. 

r ~ 
~-

• 0 ) ~+~ -~-
-~": ,.: / . 1, v This document is .Prepared in response to '!JOUr request ~kt i~ · · -p~ dissemi-

•• . 
1 

I nation outside your Committee. Its •use is limited to ~&L ~~dings by_,_ 
.? · , //, -~> .y_ow.((Jomraittee and the content may nut be disclosed \'&>alUiuthor~zed: person-'· 

· ·'- /., nel without the express approval of the FBI • · 
I •-
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NY .. l00-149194 \ - . 
\·(\.f'ocM~ 

f:BA 969-SI advised on 11/22/60, (J3A 13!~-13A-615 )'. 
that at a~TationarNegro Commission mcetine held on 
11/19, 20/60, at CP Headquarters, 23 Hest 26th Street, 
NYC, TED BASSETT, a representative of "The \'Iorker", 
stated that the CP is now in the process of placing 
members of the Party in key positions in the SCLCo 
BASSET1' continued by saying that a western conference of the 
Christian Leadership is now being formed and a C-P member 
is the leader i? this conferenceo . _ _,_ __ ·----··-- ;c_ ~ \r J· 

Qe ~ o De' . ' 4 ~- ~ktB t eueJ ss·s ;:Jib~ ;-. 'd s •t N ~· ;ccas .. C:trr 1 694~s*! ad~ised- on 5/1/62, that on !V30/62, "'ffC2-"\'~~ W"t'O 
ISADORE VJOF.SY, CP ;--USA fund functionary, said that -ro f~"tC<;_, 
according to LEIVJ HARRIS~ he liJa.s told by STAJ:TLEY LEVISON cOJst-r\~• 
that the CP, USA had sent 11~ experienced, profes·sional, f1X~AV.tl 

4 secret organizer11 to New Orleans, who would assist the ,,.-E~-1.\Ge~. 
1 / 1'1.\ARTIN LUTHER KING group there in its fight for political o~' 
~ equality of Negroeso LEVISON allegedly told HAfu~IS 

that he person~Jlly, and not the Party, was financing 
this organizer a · ; • - ·i.e - fil 1>''1 ~ ' - i:'l. , ~ ~ 9 • ~ .L 0 ·ttrl • t esc 

f;nY 694-si; advisWc{~ V2}6d;sth~tc:c':r~i~; ~~'>«A:· 1 J-Pt 
LEr-1 HARRIS; the secret CP .E:..l2.~anizer, whom the CP, USA- had 9 +: 

vsent to New Orleans, was.&.gmDHUDSON. HARRIS s.aid that -* 11 .s. eetwee 
HUDSON \-JOUld be ..af?§..Ociated with SERGEANT CAULFIELD in -
Baton Rou~e ~ ~all\ "'')S.ut't'C'I) '1\) -~'1'GC.-t .S~a..\St"ft\le . ~-~ 
. ..S~,..- '£' ~ fl'l'1i.U.AGt'fl~ Of~4)~. 

. ~:-'~ 
On 7/2/62,~0 1084-S advised that SERGEANT 

CAULFI~LD returned to Baton·nouga, Louisiana, f~om Atlanta,_ 
GeorGia, on 5/31/62. Informant said that CAULFIELD stated 
that he an~-JO~E ~UDSON met HUNTER O'D~L in Atlanta, 
0 1DELL having· flown there from NYC. · r ~~: ~~-t=v~ <-v"'"-\- • 

-~lP 1084-~ stated that CAuLFIELD paid CP dues 
to O'DELL for several CP members from Louisiana. O'DELL 
had come to Atlanta regarding organization of the MARTIN -
LUTHER KING movement. O'DELL. thought that if an active 

- 2 -
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MARTIN LUTHER KING movement could be organized in 
Louisiana, the State Senatorial District Nhere CAULFIELD 
resides permanently (Letts~wrth, Louisiana), CAULFIELD 
might be ~urnished as much as $1,000o00 per month to 
promote ttiis movement. The funds are to come from the 
fi.IARTIN LUTHER KING movement and the object is to get 
every eligible Negro to register to vote. CAULFIELD 
reportedly met MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo, while in Atlanta, 
and discussed with him the voter registration matter in 
Louisianao 

on 4/27/62, a pretext telephone call iJas made 
to UN 6-2000, which is the NYC listing.for the Committee to 
Defend I·'iARTIN LUTHER KING anCY' also the listing. for the 
SCLC at 312 v/est 125th Street, 1-lYCo The pretext us_ed was 
that of a person interested in contributing money to the 
KING ccriL>,1i ttee. The person ans't'Jering the phone during 
th3 conversation '"identified himself as JACi:·~ O'DELL, and 
furnished the follm'Jing informat~cn: 

His office is the Northern Branch of the SCLCo 
The committee to Defend MA.i1TIN LUTHER KING, at 312 west 
125th Street, was organized as an 11 ad hoc" cow..nr1ttee to 
assist in the KING defense, •1r.Jhen he was the subject of 
court action. When the reason for this committee's 

/ 

being in existence was removed, it was formally dissolvedo 
The same personalities them,formed the Corr~ittee to Aid 
the Southern Freedom Struggl"e, which is now ope.~ated at 
312 Uest 125th Stree.to ~ · . 

....1 
O'DELL stated that it would make no difference 

as to whether-a person contributing money makes out checks 
payable to the Committee to Defend MARTIN LU~}lliR KING, the 
SCLC or the Corr,mittee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle, 
because they are all one and the sameo 

- 3 -

'N'W 55280 Docld : 32989672 Page 137 



't 

.. 

NY·l00-11~9194 - . ~ taa.'1'aot» · "J>a'-e.T•~ ~ tao-r«;,"Ie 

C 
~&eC's .. mWSvl , ~CtTl\1~ foCW:"'-1'1 ~"(eW(a.e'l 

On 6/1/61, 1 CG 5~~4-S! . advised that Hill~TER PITTS c'•~to~. 
O'DSLL, '\'lho ~Jas a sec·fet member of the National committee, 

vcP, USA, has quit the CP and is officially considered by . 
the CP as being out. Hoi·Jever, there are no hard feelings 
existing bet'tiJeen O'DELL and the Party and he is s;t;,J...ll 
on good. terms VJ~th the QP and will work with~ the~ J; 

~' , te.D eJ:zta.t bi ~ ,us , .t ) 3 --ra:ss!P-: \e ,d.~ dls~alliisi@JI@)i8s. 
EXTREr·1E CAUTION r,mST BE EXERCISED HI-;:~H R~SPECT 

0 DISSEf~INATION OF THE INFORI'·1ATION HEREIN, S.LHCE BY .LTS 
-ATURE IT TENDS 'J:'O IDENTIFY NY 692~-S-*, A VALUABLE I1JFORJ.\1ANT, 

AS THE SOl.JRCE THEREOF. UNLESS THIS INFORI'~lA'EION IS OBTAINED 
(/" FROr:I A SOURCE OTHER 'l'HAN. :N"Y 692~-S*, IT SHOULD NOT BE 

INCOilPORAT~D EVEN IN PA1U:\PHRASED FORM, IN THE I~NESTIGATIVE 
SECr:L'ION OF A REPOR'l'. I (l:{tO · c ~lC.N 

:.-J etl~r."'c.~ C) eate-rat,.t , 
· r- , • .. r 1 ·Q · p- ~)0 It• ;():a'cs\e!J ~ \rt ;a tCJC&J w: e Tee± s k t e e't · 1 e s erae. 

,___on 7723;o2, NY 694-S* stated during a personal 
contac'E 't'Jith GUS· HALL, General. Se.cretary of the CP, USA, 
on that date, HALL advised that HUNTER PITTS O'DELL is 

~still representing the CP, USA and that he is still on / 
the National Committee of the CP, USAo HALL further 
remarked that O'DELL is a 11 brain-trust 11 for LUTHER KING _ 
and is doing an excellent job. 1 U1io..a ~a.e-re.b_ 1b Ffl<)T~"' ~tT\~ 

....;_, ~~ t~'t'e&.u.(TCN~ cP~tlt\ • . 
Current investigation in NYC reflects that O'DELL 

is· spending most of his time in the Atlanta area \'Iorking 
with the SCLCo He was last. reported in the NY. area in 
June_, 1962. I ~ 

\"'-.~-r-~6.. ..... ?7 ~ . . . . 
of materia~n m~{~~~~~~f!rtn 1f~·~-u~~~: ~ta~~~~i~YP~~~~~~~~hs 
6 East 39th Street, ~ITC. Included ~n these photographs 
were the -follm-Jing: 

1. Two checks, both dated 12/19/61, bearing 
the printed name of the "Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference", 312 West 125th Street, NY, NY. These checks 
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are numbered 397 and 399, one in the amount of $25lo90 
and one in the amount of 0150.00, are marked payable 
to J. O'DELL, and are signed by STANLEY D. LEVISONo 

I . 
2o Copy "C" of a Hithholding Tax form · ror 

1961, in the name of JOHN HUNTER 0 1DELL i=o"--==......:.;...;..,;.;....;;..._""'1 
Street, NY, NY, Social Security Number 
indicating that he was paid $3,050.00 ~in--~1~9ro~l~--~ 
SCLC, 312 \'Jest 125th Street, NYC. 

'ELSv( ~ 
~ 3575~S~advised on 6/20/62, that STANLEY 

LEVISON stated that in a recent conversation \·lith tiJARTIN 
LUTHER KING, KING said he was thinking. of getting another 
administrative assistant. LEVISON stated ·that in the 
past LEVISON had not considered it wise for 0 1DELL.to 
t'ake on such a position, but he is the only one 1:1ho could 
'do the job and spould be considered for ito LEVISON stated 
as long as O'DELL did not have the title of Executive 
Director, there \'Jould not be 11 as much lightening flashing 
around him11

• O'DELL could be called a coordinator and / 
still fulfill all the duties of Executive Director. 

f: ~\...S (J (2..., cr:.t.. i 
LEVISON stated, accordinguo NY 3575.::~ that 

KING liked LEVISON's suggestion itJith respect to O'DELL 
taking this position, because KING felt that O'DELL 
must face it sooner or later, stating "that no matter 
'\IJhat a man was, if he could· stand up now and say he is 
not connected, then as far'as I am concerned, h~ is eligible 
to work for me 11

• • • ' . _\ ...,} 
\ f\ -\-o \ 1\A. C•N\i);-, . ....-

{jj:l 2783-~ advised on 7/11/61, {BY 13l+-4268A-37.8.,)\, 
that HAZEL GRAY is working again at ·the SCLC, 312 vlest 125th 
Street, 1TYCo 

·, T\.fcl (\V\0.'1\.. ~ 
On 7/8/61, GiY 1212~ stated that it 
had come to his attention that CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT had mentioned that he vmnted 
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to use HAZEL GRAY and her husband, 
JOHN GRAY, in the Kings County CP 
organization. The informant stated 
that LIGHTFOOT highly recommended the 

\GRAYso 

On o/10/61, i\ULTON BIRON, Senior Accountant, 
Comtroller' s Office, Nev.J York City, Bureau of E~cise. Taxes, 
120 Hest 32nd Street, made available an application for 
exemption from the New York City amusement tax, dated 
1/23/61, and signed by STANLEY D. LEVISON. 'rhe exemption 
was requested for a "concert" to be given at carnegie Hall 
on 1/27/61, for one evening performanceo 

~ . . . 
The name of the applicant was given as the "Committee 

t9 .Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle", 312 \'Jest 125th Street, 
an unincorporated association. It is stated that the 
applicant is a non-profit educational committee i'Jhich 
has xegister~d with the Charities Registration Bureau in 
Albany and the Department of He1i'are in :NYC. It says that it 
employs no professional fQ~d raisers and that neither its 
officers nor executive directors are paid either salaries 
or expenseso 

The, "Purposes for \~hich applicant i'Jas organized", 
are listed as: 

"To provide funds; .for the Southern Ch~istian 
Leadership Conference to be used for establ~shment of 
constitutional rights·in the south utilizing voting registration 
drives, educational meetings, church a~ synagogue conferences, 
sit-in techniques, legal actions etco" . . 

-The, "Activities of the Applicant", are listed as: 

"Mail solicitations~ benefits, meetings, educational 
conferences, church collectionso 11 

-6 -
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The, "Source and Disposition of Income", is listed 
as: 

11 All income less expenses iB transmitted to the 
Southern Christian Leadership conference or directly paid 
out to sources indicated by the Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference. Dro f•1ARTIN LUTHER KING is President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 11 

A 11 note" attached to the application stated that 
the committee was created by resolution as an unincorporated 
association at an organi~ing meeting held at the home of 
HARH.Y BELAFONTE, 300 vJest End Avenue, in June, 1960. 

-¢ 

The application for exemption from the New York City 
amusement tax was denied by letter 1/31/61, sent to the 
Committee to Aid the Southern Freedom Struggle, 312 \Vest 125th 
Street, attention of STANLEY D. LEVISONo 

NY has considered the'above facts and is of the 
opinion that a Cominfil investigation of the NY Chapter -' 
of the SCLC is warranted, due to the dominant CP influence 
on the executives of the NY Chapter of the SCLC-

NY will conduct no further investigation without 
prior Bureau authority. 

·•. 

- 7 -

NW 5528 0 Docld : 32989672 Page 141 



.. 
I' • l ... ··1 . 

. :" c.Optiona 1 Form No. 10 

.. 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

M E M 0 ·R li. N D U M 

(/j TO:_) D;iRECTOR, FBI (100-438794) '--: ;4-,~R{)~f J}~AC, ATLANTA (100-5718) 

DATE: 10/11/62 

I I COMMU~IST INFILTRATION OF THE f/ ·.-·SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
·· IS-C 

l/ 

(00: ATLANTA) . 

Re Bureau letters to Atlanta, 7/20/62, to Mobile, 
7/20/62, and to Savannah, 9/17/62. 

The following shows Communist Party influence or 
possible influence on MARTIN LTJ'rH.ER KING, JR., and WYATT T. 
WALKER, President and Executive Director, respecti vel_y, of 
the·Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) which is 
headquartered in_ A~lanta, Georgia. 

·~ . . :~~ 
~- 1~~· 
·~ 0 
.... <:'! R. 
'A' ' 0 
~,0<:') 

'" ~ ~ 
~ :.~~ 
•l· :.~·C>) .. (:, .... --.. ~ 
.... ~ c (t) ~ 

~ < €::! ~· 
0 

• ~ '1:3 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,. has been described o::s a -. ,_3 ~ 

confirmed Marxist. -~--.. · 
1 

-\ {/ ~ · ... ~~ 
/A.)£- ()/2...."'1 '};VJ- 'r r ~~'\\ • ""' ~ 

rr~ J i 1 -·-1¥\u .§ ~ ~, ~ ,j_NY 694-S*, 2/12/6~;: -. 'K·j\·~J. ~~--tz~· ( 

. On 8/22/58 BEN DAVIS stated that while co~V'3rs~.ng ·wi 
0 

~:· ,i51 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., KING told h~-m how glad he was to see ~~ ~~ 
him back among his people to lead the fight. <"!-~ ~ ~ 

/A/po,t-""fA,/VP "":"'t ~~~ ~ 
(<_;,l'fY 22l·· ... ··Q 8/28/58)\ "" ~ 0" ~·~ 

~ <(;:,: ~ 
"The Worker" issue of 10/30/60 ·~n page 1 identifiE.:d • f~~ 

BENJAMIN J. _DAVIS as Na·~ional Secretar~ ~f the. Communist Party:~lb 
"The Worker" l.S an East Coast Commun1.st newspapero ........ ~o ~ 

. ,., ,, ~:::.~-~ 
{lr'~t.-1 (:. P §. I • . cr:.. ~ . ~ C"/,1 

Buxea u (RM) 1 ; . l 1 S:.>rJ~ 
Z-New Orleans (RM) REG- 45. ' -= ;,;.. ---=-~-7 .~....-:.. §. ~.: 
2-New York (100-149194) (RM) ·l.Y ~ ~ ~ 
2-Mobile (Hl\i) 9 OCT J:00 1S52 . .:~~ 
2-Savannah (100-5027) (PJ..r) EX •• ltJ: ~ ~ ~ 
4-Atlanta -=-=...... ~ ~ 0'~ 

(2 - 100-571.8) . /) ~(j~,- ~~ 'f• 
(l -· 100-5739) (CP, USJ1, Southern Region) I )...t <? 
<:,. :. ~?.~ :s~~~9,US~~i ~! u ~t rvmss Orga ~iza t ions) ~"\.~ 

RRN: evg ·· · ·; ~~· (, · · ' :-.'fl. ' :.;> \ 
f14) ,;,,:·, .. !,.. }-'' .-.;:> ',/ 
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A communist Party ·ccP) club meeting of the Ninth 
Congression3l District, Illinois CP, was held 5/4/60 at the 
home of DOROTWI DAVIES, 1214 LaSalle Straet, Chicago, Illinois. 
After the meeting was over Di, VIES discussed r,1.E.H.TIN LUTHER KING, 
JR., and Hi>RRY BELLEFvl'rTE. D.bVIES stated both KING and 
BELLEFONTE ~ent to see BENJ£MIN DAVIS and asked for help in their 
present problems concerning integration and civil rights. 

//IJr{l/l.A?~Al/ 

~G- G403-s.J 5/lO/s·o) 

BENJAMIN DAVIS on 1/17/59 furnished WILLIAM Z. FCSTER 
at that time General Secretary of the CP, USil, a letter he 
had received from KING. DAVIS explained to FOSTER that KING's 
grandfather and h:E father had been close friends politically 
in Georgia. When KING visited New York last summer, DliVIS 
said he talked to him and he w~s very friendly. DAV!S told . 
FOSTER that KING claimed he knew about DAVIS, his prison record 
and'what DAVIS stood £or. 

Et....Jt,.~.o_ 

flNY 1G97:.s;J 1/17/59) ·~ . ..~ 
On 9/7/61 a testimonia 1 was held in ho11.or of HENRY 

WINSTON in the Skyline Ballroom of the Hotel Theresa, 125th 
Str·eet and Seventh .Avenue, New York, New York. Qne of ·be 
speakers at this testimonial was MARTIN LUTHER KING 1 .nc 

/#J=.P.rt.-A1A•'-';- • 

[NY 2529a•[! 9/7 /61) 

At a C.P, USA, Natio.nal Executive Committee rr.eeting 
held 8/12/61 and 3/13/61 HENRY WINSTON was el~cteO. a me.mber 
of the CP, USA, National Committee, the National Executive 
Comnlittee, the Resident Board, and was matle Vit:a Chairman of 
the CP, USA ~iJZ-f'f£f'IIC< . .., f 

lliN 55S -S*] 3/14/61) 

Un 10/27/61 J.t.CK O'DELL, aka Hunter Pitts O'::Jall, 
stated that he, O'DELL is the administrator o~ the New York 
Office of the 3outhern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
312 West 125th Street, New York City, which is headed by 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Hea.dquarters in Atlanta, Gaorgia. 

(Pretext telephone call to JACK (;' D:8LL, 10/27 /61) 
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(SA JAMES F. O'CO~mELL telephonically contacted . 
JACK O'DELL under the guise of a person interested in contri­
buting money to the Committee to Defend Martin Luther King, 
Jr. The telephone call was made to New York telephone number 
UN 6-2000, the listed telephone number of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference.) 

STJjNLEY LEVISON is MARTIN LUTHER KING's "Assistant 
Chief." LEVISON has been described as a real esta.te ma.n in 
New York City who spends half his time advising and helping 
KING. 

~f1~§f4 ~-s*J 9/~4/58) 
STA~~EY LEVISON andJlis brother, ROY BENNETT, were 

active in CP financial matters and business ventures which 
contributed to the CP. 

. T:i'~rV\'1."-"--'+ ., 
C£G 5824-S!J! 8/6/57) 

LEVISON continues to 
/A/F-Oil. N?/f~r 

doha te money to the CP, USA. , 

[ji.Y 694-·~iJ October, 1961) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR., was a supporter of the 
Washington Appeal for MORTON SOBELL's release during the 
traditional Christmas Amnesty period . 

.. 1 Kfoc ma...-~:1--'1 . 
~~ 2405-EA 9/22/ao> -

/ 

MORTON SOBELL was convicted on
4

4/5/01 in.USDC, 
SDNY, for violation of the Espionage Conspiracy Statute and 
was sent-enced to 30 years in prison, 'Yhi.ch he is currently 
serving. 

All sources utilized. above have furnished reliable 
information in the ~past. . . -.. 

. 41r--\_.c~N '{) d-e..+~.J a.~ /1t{oct\1.u_,j;w;, ~'(lcls -\o \~ eV\. {:,(. ...1"{oNV\«M.v't. 
t SF 2256-S ·.advisad on 1/29/62 that GUS HeLL, Genera-l 

ecretaryof the Communist Party wanted to discuss differe~ces 
ERLE BRODSKY had with the Communist Party in an effort to 
et him to become more active in the party. During the 

- 3 -
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·' 

Por~,c~ Q ~~\-e..J G...<b {.~~1-Mtt.{.,~~ T~d.s 4o T'de.n-\-~~ .}:''1\ -(c,t~~ 
}discussivn BRODSKY said he .agr~ed completely with everything 

Rev. MAH.TIN. LUTHER KING, JR., said in his speech 'on tJle 
relation of labor to the Negro p.aople before the. N~tional 
Convention of the AF of L. According to \SF 2256-S : HALL said 
BRODSKY had b·etter agree with the sp-eech 'IC"ING gave because . 
he, HALL, had written it. When BRODSKY expressed surprise 
at this HALL said that it was true, that he had written the · 
whole thing. HALL said the secret of KING's relationship with 
the Communist Party must be closely guarded. This informant 
did not know whetl:er KING was aware that HALL wrota the speech 
in question or what the connect:j.on is between the Communist 
Party and KING~ 

f 06r- \..U~ o~~e-~ed <=\.~ I ·n~'l M.~+w;)lle.~J.s {o J:rl.e -h~ ..T>'\~f'fVt A. 
The a ove informaLion should not be useafh a (report 

because t e San Francisco 0f.fice advised it was not to be 
distributed outside the Bureawbecause the only persons present 
during this discussion were GUS HALL, MERLE BRODSKY and the 
in~ormant. · - ~~~~ 

( 
t;l~ vR. J . · 

NY .24'.._ ..-S* · who has furnished reliable information in 
the· past, advised TED BASSETT, a member of the State Committee, 
New York·State Communist Party and editorial writer for 
"The Workeru contacted "Public Relations" at Southern :::=hristian 
Leadership Conference on 10/28/60. BASSETT asl~ed to sr ~al~ to 
JAMES WOODS (former public ralations director of· ... scLC) .:>u't 
in his absence talked to v1YbT-r T. WALKER. BASRETT 
identified himself and stated "I was down there and wrote n 
story I wanted to follow up. 11 WALKER advis~d "Things have 
changed, Itll write you the additional details." BASSETT 
furnished his address as that of uThe Worker", in:~ew York City 
and inquired whether WALKER had seen trestory he had written. 
WALKER replied in the negative and asked~ASSETT to mail it 
to him. WALKER also requested that BASS.ETT pu.t uus" on 
his mailing list (mailingc_list of "The- Wo!'ker." - ~~ :~,.. R'7 a. ,,7 

On 4/21/Sl[B~ 2fi!:1-s*] a source who has furnished 
reliable information in the pas-t, made avaiJ.F.:ble photographs 
oi the names and· addresses of subscribers maintained by "The 
Worker," 23 West 26th Street, New Yorl-~: City. One of the 
photographs shows the following: "Rev. Wyatt Walker, 41 
Exchange Place, S. E., btlanta 3, Georgia." It is noted that 
41 Exchange Place was the address of SCLC in June, 1962. 
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0 ,:;;?I'\,~ f' VV\_Q..;~' • 

On 5/2/61J.J:F 104?c:).who has furnished reliable 
information in the prst, auvised that some people in the 
Washington, D. C., area had received letters with- the return 
address of 584 Alfred Road, N. W., Atlanta 18, Georgia. 
Th~se letters enclosed a petition for clemency for CARL 
BP~DEN addressed to President of the United States. The 
petition stated BRADEN was subpoenaed to appear before the 
House Unamerican Activities Committee (HUliC) in 1958, refused 
to answer pertinent questions, was convicted for contempt 
and was sentenced to serve one year in jail. These letters 
were signed by several people, two of whom were MARTIN LUTHER 
KING and WYliTT T. WALKER of J.tlanta, Georgia. 

;En:~ Y' ~-
.. JiO 38S-~ffon 12/22/59 identified CbRL BRADEN as 

Field Secretary or"the Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
Inc. , (SCEF) • "" . 

.ALBERT.Ei AHERN, 2311 Payne Street, Louisvilie, Kentucky, 
who is an admitted former member of the Communist Party, 
testified in court' in Jefferson County, Kentucky, that BRADEN 
and his wife, ANNE, were known to.her as mamber of the 
Communist Party in Louisville from January, 1951, to December, 
19541:. 

f.:: Co.M;::.I£)~7-t.-5L JCJJ..//~ .. c.~ .. 

Cin 4/24/6l!!.R:THUa LEVIN, Southerr Regj.onal Di :-ect~n · 
of tha Anti-Defamation League·, Atlanta, Georgia, :_(a former --= 
source of information)Jwhose identity he requested be concealed~ 
made available a petition for clemency appeal in the case of 
CARL BRADEN. The mailing address for this appeal was given 
as 584 Alfred Street,. N. W'., 'J~tlanfa, Georgia. --4 

' 
On 5/12/61 inquiry in the neig~borho~d determine0 

that Rev. WYATT T. WALKER resided at that address. 
iiPvtfo">">/VI..aA ... -A . · · 

O'n 4/9/62~1" 1232-.:.L~ who has furrdshed reliable 
information in the past, advised that on 4/3/32 a meeting of 
the Program Committee of the Washington Committee to Abolish 
theHU.AC met at 3923 MciCnley Street, Washington, D. C. Discussion 
was held regarding an affair to be held by Washington Committee 
to bbolish the HUAC (WACbHUAC) on 5/4/62. 1t was ~nnounced 
the featured speake:r:s would be WY11TT T. WALI{ER of .titlanta, 
Georgia, Executiva Secretary of the SCLC, C.t~RL BRADBN and 
FRAN!( WILKINSON. 
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WILKINSON was sentenc~d along with BRADEN to 
serve one yea.r for ref usa 1 to testify before HUAC. WILKINSON 
is also a former Communist Party member, according to sources 
who have furnished relia le information in the past. 

The following are known Communist Party members who 
are associated with SCL '/ at the present time: 

;·.1/ / 
f\'/HUNTER PITT&':: 'DELL 

1' HOSEA HEru~N HUDSON .. 
SARGEANT,~CAULFIELD -~ · .. \ 

/f< --·' 
STANL~/;LEVISON "\ \ 

..:~n undated folder published by SCLC;\ Voter Registration 
Department, 330 Auburn Avenue,~N. E., Atlanta, Georgia, titled 
"Crusade :f;or the Ballot" set forth a list oi officers-:- · J. H. 
O'DELL, which is one of HUNTER PITTS O'DELL's aliases, is 
listed as a consultant on the voter registration field staff. 
This folder carries the address of 330 Auburn Avenue, N. E., 
Atlant,a, Georgia, for SCLC and it is noted that SCLC has been 
at this address only for the past 'few months. 

/ 

Mrs. A. R. ANDERSON, Desk Clerk, at the Waluaaje 
Apartment Hotel, 239 West Lake Avenue, N. W., AtLanta, 1eorgia, 
advised on 9/25/62 that O'DELJt registers in and out fro.n New 
York City and represents himself as being with SCLC. SLe said 
that he bas represented himself in this capacity as late as 
September, 1962, and that he registers under the name of 
J. H. O'DELL. . ~ 

At the last session of the 17t~~National Convention 
of the Communist Party, United States of hmerica (CP, USA) 
held December 10 to December 13, 1959, i11 New York Ci t~r, the 
election of_the new National Committee, CP: USA, was held. 
Three individuals from the South were elected to membership 
on this new National Committee, one being COP~ELIUS JAMES. 

r;),;rf'(l(' <M_~ • • 

~G 582L-S~ 12/14/59) 

It was determined that the identity of.CORNELIUS 
JAMES is fictitious and JAM33 is actually identical to HuriTZR 
PITTS u'DELL. 

/N.kon..,.,/JrJr 

~ 694-s*] 1/6/60) 
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~ It was learned on_S/1/61 that HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 
had quit the Communist Party and he is considered by the CP, 
USA, as being officially out of the CP. However, O'DELL is 
still on good terms with the CP and he will work with the CP. 

~~{'oN\A."--"'-+• "1 
~CG 5824-S*4!6/l/61} 

HUNTER PITTS O'DELL was among those persons who 
attended a conference of the CP, USA, National Committee, 
District Leaders and Selected Functionaries, which was held 
at Academy HallV¥(, New York City, 6/22-24/62. 

~ rmt:cM--1 
tj.. ci :'1 

by the 

~NY 559-S*~ 7/3/82) 

In July, 1962, HUNTER PITTS O'DELL was considered 
CP, USA as a member of fts National Committee. 

~.( D f''{V\~ + • 
fl_NY 694-S*lf 

A SCLC newsletter dated February, 1962, on page 3, 
contained an a:rticle captioned "Citizenship Training at 
Dorchester, Georgia. 01 This article describes JACK O'DELL 
(which is another alias of HUNTER PITTS O'DELL) as a voter 
registration expert of SCLC, New York Office, a1.d further 
indicates that JACK O'DELL had worked with a gro~p at the 
Dorchester Community Csnter, Mcintosh County, Georgia, 1/15•20/62 
in-structuring a plan for I.lbany. 

Savannah letter to the Bureau dat~d 9/25/62 advised 
that this is the only indicatio~ available at tb~ time which 
would indicate that the SCLC may be using Communist. Party . 
members for sympathizers, as instructors~ or as students at 
the Dorchester Community Center. · 

,;p.,..~orm~-\- . · 
LNO 1034-~J who has furnished reliable information in 

the past, advised on 5/23/62 that SARGEANT CAULFIELD and 
HOSEA HERMAN HUDSON attended a .Communist Pa:;:ty meeting in ... 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on 5/27/62. Among those in attendance 
were SfiM JACKSON who :is not a Communist Pa :.:·ty member but who 
is active in the Voters League in Pointe Coupee Parrish. h~SON 
stated there should be at least two fall time workers in e~ch 
parrish in Louisiana to gat all eligible Negroes raeistered 
to vote. HUDSON explained to the Communist Party members that 
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th~ .. CP had appropriated some money for mass work i'n the 
south. However, HUDSON told JACKSON that the money would 
come from MARTIN LUTHER KING's organization. CAULFIELD agreed 
to go to £tlanta, Georgia, with HUDSON to find out how much 
money could be raised for voter registration work in Louisiana. 
HUDSON told CAULFIELD that they would meet HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 
in Atlanta who would decide who would lead the voter registration 
movement_in- Louisiana. 

l' ~h-furm.eu_~-h . 
~0 8H6-~advised on 6/1/62 that CAULFIELD returned 

to New Orleans, Louisiana, on 5/30/62 from Atlanta, Georgia. 
CAULFIELD announced that he had met with HUNTER PITTS O'DELL 
in Atlanta and that C'DELL wanted CAULFIELD to work for the 
MARTIN LUTHER KING organization in the "right to vote" 
movement. He offered CAULFIELD $1,000 per month to organize 
Pointe Coupee Parrish and the _parrish in which Lake Providence, 
Louisiana, is located. CAULF!ELD said he would have to show 
progress during the three month period before he would be 
put on salay, however, he could not afford to be out of work 
for such a long period. CAULFIELD said that O'DELL wants 
three .or four young men, preferably high school seniors or 
recent graduates, to go to New York for training in the 
"right to vote" movement. All expenses woL.ld be paid by the 
KING organization. The training is scheduled for the summer 
of 1962 and CAULFIELD indicated that he may send~one o~ his 
sons. CAULFIELD indicated that he would not give up hls job 
i~ediately and would try to work for the KING organization on 
weekends. CAULFIELD said that HUDSON and O'DELL are good 
friends and that HUDSON does a lot of work for the KING 
organization. ~ 

The pertinent information showing S~ANLEY. LEVISON's 
connections with SCLC was set forth by t~ New York Office 
in their letter in captioned matter dated G/21/62. 

Another connection of LEVISON with SCLC is being 
set out as fo1lav s: 

vn 6/15/62 SA ERNEST T. BIRD coutacted SAMUEL B0GAN, 
Accountant, Charities Registration Bureau (CI~), New York 
State Department of Social Welfara, 91 State Street, Albany, 
New York. During this contact BOGAN made available the CRB 
file on th·a organization "Appeal for Human D.igni ty Now" 
(AFHDN), 13 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y. This file disclosed 
that the CRB received a letter dated 4/13/01 on the stationery 
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AT 100-5718 
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of STANLEY LEVISON, Attorney at Law, 6 East 39th Street, 
New York 19, N. Y. In this latter LEVISON requested to be 
furnished an ®Plication for registration "by a committee 
in organization to be known as J~ppea1 for Human Dignity Nowo" 

One photostat of the registration state~ent of the 
AFHDN hearing #9535 received by the CRB on 6/5/61 reflects 
the AFHDN solicited under the slogan "Dollars for Human 
Dignity" and seeks to provide financial assistance to the 
movement for desegregation and achievement ior equal rights 
under the Constitution. The statement indicates there will 
be emphasis on giving more assistance to the sc~c of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee · -­
of Atlanta, Georgia. Page'three of the registration statement 
contains the name of STANLEY D_,. LEVISON as co-chairman of 
the AFHDN. 

The following security sources oi information were 
contacted on 10/8/62 and they had no information regarding 
any Communist Infiltration of the SCLC. These sources are 
all familiar with some activities'of SCLC through their work 
in the desegregation field: : 

r-PAUL ANTHONY, Assistant Executive Dire~tor, 
I 'southern Regional Council ~ovv\\'J-e-1\+~CL.-1 S.ovr<-c:.. 

JUSTIN J. FINGER, Investigator, . 
Anti-Defamation League co""~. J e.•"-:L().l So ·v-rc.-e_ 

I 

' • ' 4 
RICHARD SHAPIRO, J.nti-Defamation ~gue c.Qn.(.'.J-e~ i-~~1 

Sovf'c...u 

ROBERT THOMPSON, D:i.rector of tfte Atlant~ n' 1 1 • 1 
Urban League. all Atlanta, Georgia Go2~~~n~~~ 

' ' .::.0 v <'<-1:'_ 

...l. Y"\-f'o'~"M-1\'T 1371-§J who is fa.miliar with some Communist and. 
racial acfTvities in the Atlant~ area, advised on 10/3/62 ~ 
that he had no information concerning Communist Infiltration 
into SCLC. 

It is recommended that a Cominfil investigation be 

/

authorized by the Bureau in view of information furnished by 
the New Yorl~ Office in their letter to the Bureau dated 8/21/62 
in addition to that information set out above. 

- s -
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4 It is not contemplated there would be any need for 
investigation by Savannah at the Dorchester Center, Mcintosh 
County, Georgia. The only CP member l~nown to be active 
there was O'D~LL and that was for a short period of time 
in early 1962. 

There is no indication that any investigation would 
\be made in this matter in the Mobile Division. 

New Orleans, if investigation authorized by the 

~
ureau, should determine whether a SCLC branch has been 
stablishad in your division. If so, ,.whether CAULFIELD, 
UDSON or other CP members formed or control it or have 

any great influence on its ·activities. 

It is obvious thatall~CP infiltration or influence 
known at this time is either in New York City or emanates 
from there. The only CP member who is known to be an officer 
of SCLC is HUNTER PITTS O'DELL. He divides his time between 
his position of head of SCLC branch office in New York City 
and his duties ~t Atlanta Headquarters. All of his known 
CP contacts are in New Ycrk City with the exception of 
SARGEE~NT CAULFIELD in Louisiana • 

.:::;:-(\{'elf V'{\.c..J. ·"' 
In£~rmation~?.~et forth on page one of this let ·: er 

furnished bYL~Y 694-S~fcharactlerl.Zl.ng M.8R'l'IN LUTHER KING, JR. 
must' if used l.n r r_eport' be classl.fl.ed secret. 
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This change is not a change i.n policy o. It pe:r.t-ainG 
· primarily to admini!3trative aspects., See t ~3Ji10 SuJ.l:tvan to 
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Belrr:.ont dated 9/2~/63 c:.-~pt:i.oned HCor:munist Party 9 t!S.l\ 1 Negro ~--
Question, CoLlmunist 1nfluonce in ltacial l~attors 9 Internal --

·~s~cu:ri ty -;..-·cor:mmnist ;n .. wcs:kmj·; .. · · -.. --· ·-· .. · . ..... . 
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100-3-116 

\ 
Tolson __ 1 - 100-3-75 (CPUSA~ Negro Question) 
!3<> lmont ---
Mohr ___ _ 
C<l sper __ _ 

(;a llchan ---
) . • ... f ·.- . 

~ ) ·' ~ 1/=- -~..-.4 
Conrad } < • 

DeLead: --- r . ,., I ) 
Evans -SFP: kmj f J' -t\. r· " ' / . . f . • ·-
~~~~" ____ · (13) ( ". T~"is doc'l,kment is prepare~response to }Jou; ":equest an~ ~8 not fo~d~~ss:m;1 
sumv''" \_)()1 ndfir.-n:, 9kttside your Comrttittee. Its use ~s ~1.11'!-~ted to off~c~al pro?e d ng Y 
~~:C:~r . .J y

0
;?J'.(fo1nmittee and the co'litent may nut be d~sclosed to unauthortze person-

,:,?. Rocm __ .--:"'riel 1.vithout the express approval of the F Bl · 
Holme'" (,.,, ' _ ___,....------··-
Gandy MAlL RO~T:f::J TELETYPE UNiT 0 
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July 3, 1963 

Mr. Jack H. 0' Dell 
488 St. Nicholas A venue 
Apartment S·S 
New York, New York 

Dear Jack: 

Several months a. go you aubln!tted your re signa.tion pending a.n 
investig.,tion of your alleged affiH.a.tion with the Communilit 
party, aa wa.1 sugg~uted by a.n article to thb effect in the 
Birmingham and New Orleana newsp~per&. W• accepted thh 
t~mporary resignation because of SCLC's £irm policy ~t no 
Communist nor Communist sympathizer ca.n be on our staff or 
in our men1ber»hip. We felt that it w1u imperative to conduct 
An immediate investigation. As you. know, we conductt3d what we 
felt to be a thorough inquiry into these chargee a.nd were unabl8 
to diecover any present connection• wi~ tho Com.mu.niot pa.rty on 
your pa.rt. 

The situ~tion in our country h such, however, that any a.llaaion 
to the ·loft bd.nga forth ~n emotional response which would eeem 
to indicate that SCLC and the Southern Freedom Movement are 
Communht inapired. In these critical time• we cannot afford to 
ri&k any 11uch impressions. We. therefore, have d~cidad in our 
Ad.min!atr&tive Committee, that we aqoulci requtut you to m.c.ke 
your tetmpo~&ry reaignation pennanent. 

We certainly appreciate the year& of anselfiah service which you 
ha.ve put into our New York Office. ~d regret the neceadty of 
your de~rture. Cer~inly, yours b & aignificant ~Sacrifice com• 
menaurate with the suf!eringi in ja.U and through los!J of jobs 
under r&ciat intimidation. We all pray for the d&y when our 
nation may be truly the l•nd of the free. 

This doc''.m.c.:•f; is prepared in response to IJOU,r request and is not for dissem~ 
nation Oi1fSil1~ ?'O''r Cortt:,n~"'{;c,. Its u~e i'l limited to offieial proceedings by 
yow· CO?i1?nittJe a,;,.l the co;tteut may nut be disclosed to unauthorized person­
nel ·without the express approvai of the FBI • 

.· 
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Mr. O'Dell 
July 3, 1963 
Pag~ Two 

& , 

May God ble• • you and continue to inspire you in the aervice of 
you&- fellowman. 

Sincerely youre, 

.. : . 

' · · .. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Km 

. 
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