
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


·,:, 1 
. ( 

; 

File #: 

Serial Scope: 

NW 55306 Docld : 32989698 Page 1 



' 
l 
l -
1 
l 

~ 
l 

•••• •• 
I '\. 

.. of!'. 

. . . ~ 
. i' . /! 

,. 

.· . , 

. .... 
/ 

, .. . ....... . . 

,., 
.·• I 

•• 
... 

( ••• 

... 

' < 

·' ...... 

. .. 

.. 

- . ·. : . .. 

. ·-
rt··-;,-. ~-~··· ~~:--:;.· .. ,: ·r·~,-~··- .. :··--z ?~:;-.-:.-~~~~ ···~~~ =~~- :_:::~:~:·}~;;-: ;~~.~~-~ . 
:.. '.1 ~-.· ... -r . : :m~\..o'r2 ~: ·~ -. . . . . .... ,, . f,} "'· ·.·' .... ~,-~ r· 62Mll6464~~q~· • ;.~, ·: );>:'41' '<:., ~ · .... r;~~o·'th·. ·b .. -'. 1 1 .. +,· ··

1
: :r,· .,~'}\ 

. ~ • , Lo.JJ.'i. • J.. .!. . . t.j. ,:) .': 

iThe At.torney General· U .. s <> HO • G U.:ll•l.LJ..' •· . ; 

Dept·:· c,;f Jtist:l.~~ ·- ·.--;· _ON TIUELbl:GENCE AC1Y£S (tiSC) 

Re.let from. HSC .. -·~0/2~/.jS. req 0ng: certain info fl:-om:P.~ · 
FBI.. Atchd fm: UJ:Z aprvl .Cot frw-rdr,g to HSC is ot::ig t 
of memo TJ.Y/ e11.els&~ whch cnstit.a Bu9 s respns to F..SC ·~~ 

, pceq for Bu w..ateria.ls cncnrg :b~arl Robt. t1err~'tt~ · Jr: . 
fYu attn c.a11d to Bu .req cont:~,~- ir~ ~P.~lsd: .. memo. .. f~~ 
jtneetng bet"tv-n reprsntatvs of this Bu. & HSC to .·'1 
jdiscs m-anner Bu will respnd in futu:re-to- PJ.Sc-·req:~ 
lA: cc of memo ~eing proyi?-ed for ur :cecordso · . =.;:~ 
l~-.:~ ~~-· -:.~ ... ·. · :7 :,._.4 : .. .:~~~:~Lr:-=-::-:..,_:·.:c~.::..::.~i.~~-"L~~;:~'~·:..:::..-:::.:: ~.:·J; 

.-- .· ... 
· . .. . . :,.-· ... ·.:,..-

. ... . 
• . !: . -....... · 

.... -.· .. 
. . · 

. -. . .... '. ·' ., ... 

. ,. 
. .· 

I 
. ·.-~. 

: . 

) 

NW 55306 Docld : 32989698 Page 2 

I 
} 
' ' 



--

.. 

NW 55306 Docld : 32989698 Page 3 

• 

MATERIAL FOR HSC IN RESPONSE 
TO REQUEST RELATING TO 

EARL ROBERT MERRITTt JR. 

, 
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, \ MAY 1te:l EDITION ( ,."'.'R.' , 
OI'TioiuL 1"01\M Noo 11 , .,,\.-

' c ,~ Q{l\ I"PMft (41 CP?I) 101•11,1 

\ 
\ 

" . 

TO 

UNITED STATES GnVERNMENT 

lv!emorartdum 

. 
An extra copy of this letter .is furnished for the 

Domestic Intelligence Division because the informant furnishes 
information of value in the security field. 

MEP~ITT has been carried as a PC! since 10/8/71. 
purpose of this letter is to convert him to a CI. 

A. Nt\..ME h'ID ALL ALIASES 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. 
JAMES ROBERT CHANDLER, JR. 
ROBERT COCHRAN 
ROBERT OCTAVIO CHEVALIER 
JAMES R. MONROE 

The 

... 
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WFO 137-5692 

NW 553 06 
~-

·' 

D. RESIDENCE .fiJ?DRESS 

2122 P Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
·~ 

E. DESCRIPTION 

Name: 
Aliases: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Complexion: 
Scars and Marks: 

· Marital Status: 
Employment: 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. 
JAMES ROBERT CHANDLER, JR. 
ROBERT COCHRAN 
ROBERT OCTAVIO CHEVALIER. 
JAMES R. MONROE 
"BUTCH'' 
White 
Male · 
27 
6/22/44 
Charleston, West Virginia 
5 feet 11 inches 
175 pounds 
Medium 
Fair 

·None 
·Single 
Currently unemployed but 
seeking work - the source 
has been employed in the past 
in clerical capac"ities with 
hospitals and medical insurance 
companies. · 

Social Security Number: I J FK Act 6 131 I 
Education: Four years high school, 

Charleston, West Virginia 
Parents: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Stepfather: 

- 2 -

EARL ROBERT MERRITT, SR. 
Richmond, Virginia ' 
REBECCA BLANCH FRISBY 
Charleston, West Virginia 
CARL P. FRISBY 
Charleston, West Virginia 
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WFO 137-5692 

F. DATE DESIGNATED AS INFORMANT 

11/30/71 

G. ESTIMATE OF RELIABILITY 

There has been 'insufficient contact with the informant 
to determine reliability. Nothing has been developed, however., 
to indicate that the informant has furnished other than reliable 
information. 

H. EMPLOYMENT 

The source is not ~mployed at this time. He has talked 
with persons at the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS), 1520 
Ne'\-1 Hampshire Avenue, N.W.', Washington, D.C., who have stated 
that he is being considered for a job at IPS. These persons are 
MARCUS RASKIN and ARTIIUR IRWIN WASKOW. IPS, RASKIN and WASKOW 
are subjects of WFO files set forth later in this communication. 

The source has been employed in the past as a hospital 
and medical .ins~ance company clerical employee • 

. I. PAST ACTIVITIES· 

The source has in the past furnished information. to 
the Metropolitan Police Department (Intelligence Division and 
Second District), l~ashington, D.C., and the Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms Division of the. Internal Revenue Service. 

The source has been in·the Washington, D.C. area, 
primarily in the vicinity of Dupont Circle, for more than six 
years. 

During the Spring, 1971, the source became associated 
with JOHN RANKIN DAVIS (WF 100-48582) and others associated with 
the planning of the May, 1971, demonstrations in Washington, D.C. 
Following his association with these persons, the source began 
to take part in activities held at IPS and to become acquainted 
wi.th persons at IPS such as RASKIN, WASKO\v and JOANN MALONE. 

- 3 -
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WFO 137-5692 

The source advised that he has never been arres'ted 
although he has been detained by law enforcement personnel on 
several occasions. A search of the files of the Metropolitan 
Police Department and u.s. Park Police disclosed no record 
identifiable with the source under his true name or any of his 
aliases. A check of NCIC reflected no warrants for the source 
under his true name or aliases. 

A revie'\-t of WFO indices reflects that the · source was 
the subject of WF 87-18178. Under the name JAMES R. MONROE, 
the source had, during May, 1970, cashed three checks totalling 
$225.00 at Charleston, West Virginia, on a bank in Washington, 
D.C. The checks were returned to the Charleston Bank. Prosecu­
tion in this matter was d~clined on 2/23/71, by AUSA ROBE~T B. 
KING; Southern District of West Virginia, because the amount 
of money involved and evidence available did not justify further 
investigative efforts to locate and interview MERRITT. 

The source explained that he had at one time cashed 
several checks amounting to a little over $200 while he visited 
Charleston, West Virginia, during the Spring, 1970. He stated 
that he has made efforts to negotiate payment of these checks 
and that he has at no other time and will never again engage 
in this practice. 

J. IDENTIFICATION RECORD 

.A request for an Identification Record was made on 
11/8/71. No criminal or ciyil file identifiable with the source 
unde~ his true name or aliases was located. 

K. CRIMINAL ASSOCIATES 

~ ·-

The source is in regular contact -.;-tith a number of 
persons engaged in criminal activity. He is an admitted homo­
sexual and this has brought him into contact with other homo­
sexuals who engage in various types of criminal activities. The 
source has in the past furnished information concerning persons 
involved in a homicide, narcotics, armed robberies, burglaries 
~d other crimes to the Metropolitan Police Department. 

- 4 -
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WFO 137-5692. 

The source spends time.in the Dupont Circle area, 
Georgetown, downtown Washington, 14th and U Streets, N.W., 

.. 

14th Street and Columbia Road, N.W., and several other sections 
of Washington, D.C. 

Lo INFORMATION FURNISHED IN THE PAST 

The source has furnished information regarding the 
captioned cases set forth below: 

Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) 
IS-NEW LEFT 
(OO:WFO) 
(Bufile 100-447935) 
(WFOfile 100-46784) 

IPS is located at 1520 Ne1~ Hampshire Avenue, N .W., 
Washington, D.C. 

The source has furnished information concerning IPS 
on a continuing basis. On 10/5/71, the source advised that he 
had attended a meeting regarding prisons held at IPS on 9/21/71. 
This meeting was dominated by ARTHUR· IRWIN 11ASKOW and JOANN 
MALONE. These two persons are the subjects of \.JFO file 
105-50397 (Bufile 105-114241), captioned "ARTHUR IRWIN WASK0\-1, 
SM-NEW LEFT" and WFO file 100-49419 (Bufile 454221), captioned 
"JOANN MALONE, SM-NEW LEFT.u The source also furnished infor­
mation on 10/6/71 concerning another meeting involving the 
prison issue held at IPS on 10/5/71. This meeting, too, was 
~ominated by WASK0\-1 and MALONE. 

On 10/13/71, the source advised that sometime during 
September, 1971, MALONE had discussed the subject of FBI 
surveillance of IPS with him. She told the source that she 
and others at IPS believed the FBI was watching them from a 
building across the street, from a room in the Dupont Plaza 
Hotel (to the right of the IPS building) and possibly from the 
building on the other side of the IPS building. It was further 
l>elieved that the IPS building was "bugged" and that the FBI 
was using sophisticated electronic equipment to pick up con­
versations in and around IPS. Because of these suspicions, 

- 5 -
NW 55306 Docld : 32989698 Fag~~ 



WFO 137-5692 

persons associated with IPS discuss important matters outside 
the building. 

The source provided a description on 10/13/71 of that 
part of the IPS building 't-tith which he is familiar. 

On 10/20/71, the source advised that WASKOW had talked 
with him about the possibility of working for IPS or persons 
associated with IPS. WASKOW was not specific about the job 
and during subsequent contacts the source advised that he was 
having difficulty locating WASKOW .at IPS and .that when he did 
talk with him WASKOW was still no;ncommittal concerning the. job. 

. . 
On 11/16/71, the source advised that he had spoken 

with MARCUS RASKIN at IPS. RASKIN is the subject of WF 100-45298 
(Bufile 100-454040) captioned "MARCUS GOODMAN RASKIN, SM-NEW 
LEFT." RASKIN told the source on 11/15/71 that the source was 
being considered for a job 'tvhich 't-tould involve assisting HASKOH 
and others at IPS. RASKIN said that further thought was being 
.given this possibility and that the source should return to see 
him at 1:00 p.m., 11/23/71. 

On 11/9/71, the source advised· that MALONE had· commented 
upon the apathy toward the prison issue and the fact that a 
meeting would be held on the evening of 11/11/71 to renew 
interest in the issue. On 11/10/71, the source stated that 
MALONE had again expressed her concern concerning lack of interest 
in the prison issue and had set forth her ·ideas as to what 
course of action should be undertaken to better publicize and 
renew .interest in the issue. MALONE said that she was disappointed 
in the response of the black community to the prison issue. 

WEATHFUG 
(OO:CHICAGO) 
(HF 176-265) 
(Bufile 176-1594) 

:Information has been received from a reliable source 
that MICHAEL LOUIS SPIEGEL, aka-FUGITIVE, IO #4360, ~~L-CONSPIRACY, 
OQ:CHICAGO, visited IPS while a fugit.ive during December, 1970. 

""! 6 -
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WFO 137-5692 

Although the source has not observed nor heard anything of 
SPIEGEL, it is believed that the fact that the source is 
occasionaily in the IPS building will enable him to be in an 
advant.ageous position to observe SPIEGEL or any other of the 
New Left fugitives should they make contact with.persons at 
IPS.-

WILLIAM LUTHER PIERCE, aka 
EM-NY A 
(OO:WFO) 
(WF 157-2396) 
(Bufile 157-13485) 

HAMILTON MICHAEL BARRETT, aka 
EM-NSWPP 
( 00: ALEXANDRIA) 
(WF 157-3700) 

JERRY DUNLAP 
EM-NY A 
(WF 157-4463) 

On 10/29/71, the source advised that a friend, JERRY 
DUNLAP, had offered to sell him foUr incendiary devices. DUNLAP, 
a homosexual, said that dynamite, dynamite caps, fragmentation 
and smoke grenades and stink bombs were also available. The 
source had previously purchased two incendiary devices from 
DUNLAP while the source '-Tas furnishing information to the 
Intelligence Division, Metropolitan Police Department (MPD), 
Washington, D.C. · 

DUNLAP stated that he could obtain these items from 
a MIKE (LNU) who works with DUNLAP at the Columbia Plaza 
Apartments, Washington, D.C. MIKE was described by DUNLAP as 
a former member of the National Socialist White Peoples Party 
(NSWPP) and currently affiliated with Dr. WILLIAM PIERCE and 
the National Youth Association (NYA). PIERCE was also formerly 
associated with the NSWPP. MIKE (LNU) is believed to be 
identical with HAMILTON MICHAEL BARRETT. The source subs.equently. 
m~t MIKE and advised that he greatly resembled a photograph of 
BMffiETI. . 

- 7 
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WFO 137-5692 

PIERCE was described as the person from whom MIKE 
ohtained the incendiaries and explosives and DUNLAP also 
said that MIKE had indicated that PIERCE was a chemist and had 
constructed incendiary devices. 

This information was furnished to the Alcohol, Tax . 
and Firearms Division, Internal Revenue Service, which is 
conducting investigation regarding firearms and explosives 
violations on the part of PIERCE and certain of his associates. 

UNSUB; aka 
MIKE, 
Mrs. ROMONA BANUELOS-VICTIM 
PROPOSED KIDNAPPING 
(OO:WFO) 
(WF 7-1053) 

Based on the following information WFO instituted 
investigation in this matter. 

On 11/3/71, the source advised that JERRY DUNLAP had 
told him that MIKE (LNU), the NYA member 't-rorking at the 
Columbia Plaza Apartments, had been talking of planning the kid-
napping of the woman \vho was to be .appointed to a high position !. 
in· the U.S. Treasury. The name of this woman \vas not mentioned. l 
This kidnapping was to be carried out at the Columbia Plaza t_· 

Apartments. It was subsequently determined that Mrs. ROMONA t 
BANUELOS bad gone to the Columbia Plaza Apartments to inquire f 
about an apartment during late September, 1971. Mrs. BANUELOS ~ 
is the unconfirmed Treasurer-of the United States. Investigation 
is continuing in this matter. 

This information has been disseminated to appropriate 
Federal agencies. 

EDWARD SCOTT COLEMAN, aka 
EID 
(00:\-TFO) 

{WF 174-382) 

8 

.· 
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WFO 137-5692 

On 10/27/71, the source advised that he had met 
individual named MICHAEL HALL, a.homosexual, who claimed 
have lived with 11RANDY 11 COLEMAN (ED\.JARD SCOTT COLEMAN), 
reportedly· a homosexual, ·when COLEMAN "vas arrested by the 
in connection with fire bombing of financial institutions 
northwest area of Washington, D.C. The two were supposed 
lived together at 2120 0 Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

a1:1 
to 

MPD 
in 
to 

This information was furnished to the Alcohol, Tax 

the 
have 

and Firearms Division (ATFD), '-1hich is investigating the fire 
bombings. It is also noted COLE~MN has been indicted on 
charges of attempting to bomb four Washington, D.C. businesses 
and banks in September, 1971, by Federal Grand Jury, Washington, 
D.c. 

JAMES HENRY ROLLINS, aka-FUGITIVE 
UFAC-DISPENSING NARCOTICS 
(OO:KC) 
(WF . 88-7798) 

I 
t 
l> 

On 11/19/71, the source advised that he had seen a 
person resembling ROLLINS at a meeting concerning prisons held r 
at IPS on·the evening of 9/21/71. This individual was accompanied t 
by t'vo Negro females and '-Tas later observed by the source on t 
one or two occasions in Dupont Circle, Washington, D.C. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The source has .furnished information regarding 
demonstrations held in Washington, D.C., during the Fall, 1971. 

The source advised on 11/2/71 that he had observed an 
individual resembling a man named WOODRUFF being sought by the 
U.S. Postal Inspectors. This person was observed in the 
vicinity of 2116 P Street, N.\-1., Washingtol:)., D.C. 

The Postal Inspection's Office, Washington, D.C., 
confirmed that they 1vere seeking a fugitive named HOODRUFF and 
requested that they be advised if the man was observed in the 
future. The source ha-s been attempting to ascertain the 
residence of this person. 

- 9 -
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. WFO 137-5692 

The information furnished by the source regarding· I 
IPS and persons associated with IPS has been of value as intelligence f: 

1-
data. The source is one of only a few sources in a position to ~ 
furnish in~ormation concerning IPS which 'is described as the ~-~; 
"think tank" of the New Left. ! 

Information regarding Dr. WILLIAM PIERCE and HAMILTON t 
MICHAEL BARRETT is of value from an intelligence standpoint It 

and has substantially aided the ATFD in its investigation of ~ 

~~::!~!~ firearms and explosives violations on the part of these 1:_, 

The source spends much time in many areas of Washington, 
D.C., particularly Dupont Circle, and th~s enables him to be ~:: 
observant concerning fugitives and for the matters of interest . 
to the Bureau. The fact that he is a homosexual permits him 
to furnish information of value to the Bureau ·concerning~.: --- t 
persons in the homosexual community, and enable_ 1-IFO to fulfill [ 
its responsibilities for identifying homosexuals in government. 

M. EMOTIONAL STABILITY 

During contacts with this informant the informant has 
exhibited no traits of emotional instability or unreliability, 
nor is it kno~v.n that the informant has furnished any false infor­
mation. 

10 -
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SAC, Washington Field (137-5692) . . 

·Rffi2 . ·. 
Director, Far i 31-:- .;} /? j t../3 _ _. ~ 

Reurlet 12-7-71. 

12-9-71 

In accordance with facts set forth in referenced 
letter, you are hereby granted authority to.expend ou a 
strictly C.O.D. basis the sum of up to but not to exceed 
$400 in accordance with provisions set forth in Section 108J 2, 
Manual of Instructions. 

You should follow the development of this source 
very closely. If it appears that he could be more valuable 
in the security field, he s_hould be converted to a security 
type informant. 

1 - M. F. Row, 6221 IB 
I. 

... . .. ·.-~ILED. 20. · .. ' 

DEC9 ... 1971 
-- -· FSl 

-.. . 
..: . ~<. ~ .. .. •.. --

-· .... ,.: ·~:..J. 
.·-:-_ :-;._ :.-: 
. -. 

-::.:.. .... ~ .......... 

NOTE: This is a newly cQnverted_ ·source of the Washing ton 
Field Office. He recently gave information on a gambling 
operation and seven other cases of a security nature which 
~re of great interest to that ·division. In view of the 

Tolson __ _ 

·above, it is recommended that an additional SAC authority 
be approved. This response has been coordinated with 
Supervisor E. Grigalus, Division Five. 

~:~ten ~FF: dj f .cl \ b 
\luhr-~- (S} · 
lli.shup --1 .• '_.., •. !.I -.--. 1 ..._ : 1 •' .- \.'l,l · \ ! 

It •• , ··~c\·~·z ~~~ ~r. F..S. - ...,.!.J. • : ·: ·• ! "" ~ i .. · • .. 
<t'Wt~ L.. .v • 
Casper __ _ 
C•l<lrnd __ _ 

llnlhcy ll"' •.! , .• ! ~ r-r ll~t\·. 
Clc\'cland __ J ~· • • 1 • • -;_- • •• , ~ 
?under___ ",.-
6atl•s • 1; t 

~f,~:o:ntc2 1'~ -J.~V tlolnn,. - o____ 1 (} I \.f 
Gnmly MAIL i\Oo'il-t TELETYPE UNITc::J 

• 
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TO . . 

~ """"' HO. ,. '·· '"'y :R IIDITlOH ' 
GSA FPI.Cft (ct ~) ~1·11.. ' 

. JJNI'-':E.D STATES GOVE.IENT 

·Memorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI 

(137-5692) (P) 

-. , . , 

) . .... . 
' . 

. r· .e ... 

DAT.E: 

ReV&olet to the Bureau, 11-30-71. 

12-7-71 

An extra copy of this letter is furnished for the 
Domestic Intelligence Div.ision because the informant furnishes 
information of value in the security field. 

·RECOMMENDATION 

The purpose of this letter is.to recommend 
authority to expend an additional $40o.op in payments to 
the informant under provisions of Section 108-J, 2, Manual 
of Instructions~ 

• 

·nuring the period the informant ha$ been contacted, 
be has shown no signs of.emotional instability or unreliability . 

. He has maintained very regular contact and there has been 
no indica~n4::::;e.has furnished any false information

8 
This informant has been paid ~ total of $400.00 

under SAC authority; these payments made between the period 
10-13-71 to 12-1-71. 

3 
1 -

DATE 

10-13...:71 
10-20-71 
10-28-71 
11-3-71 
11-12-71 
11-18-71 
11-26-71 
12-1-71 

TTO:ctw 
(4) 

Buy U.S. Savin~s Bomls Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
Docld : 32989698 Page 15 . · 
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WFO 137-5692 

CASES ON WHICH INFORMATION HAS BEEN FURNISHED 

ReWFOlet set fortf1 certain information provided 
by the ~ource. Set forth below is additional information 
for which the source was paid during the period 10-13-71, 
to 12-1-71: - · 

INSTITUTE FOR POLICY 
IS - New Left 
(OO:WFO) 
WF 100-46784 
Bufile 100-447935 

ARTHUR IRWIN -WASKOW. 
SM - New Left 
(OO:WFO) 
WF 105-50397 
Bufile 105-114241 

'MARCUS GOODMAN RASKIN 
.sM - New Left 
(OO:WFO) 
WF 100-45298 
~ufile 100-454040 

JOANN :MALONE 
SM - New Left 
(OO:WFO) 
WF 100-49419 
Bufile·l00-454221 

STUDIES ( IP.S) 

On 11-22-71·, advised that in speaking with DIANE 
(LNU) at the Red House Collective, Washington, D. C. (WDC), 
he learned that a national meeting concerning prisons had 
been held at IPS t~e week end of 11/13-15/71. DIANE 
also told the source that .ARTHUR'\YASKOW and JOANN MALONE, 
both associated with IPS, were dev<?ting most_of their time 
to national prison abolition activities and little or no 
tin1~ to local ad:ivi ties in WDC. 

On 11-24-71, the source advised that an individual 
identified as ROBERT WALL, a former Special Agent of the FBI, 
had delivered a speech at an iPS meeting the sam~ evening .. 

2 
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WALL's topic concerned white power structure "exploitation 
of blacks, especially black policemen." On 11-2.6-71, the 
source provided a tape of· WALL's speech and ~derttified a 
photograph of WALL as the speaker. WFO Agents familiar 
with WALL advised that the voice on the tape was most 
probably that. of WALL. {The Bureau was advised of t~is by 
airtel dated 11-26-71.) 

Also on 11-26-71, the source provided a copy of· 
a memo to all IPS personnel indicating that the next IPS 
Administrative Meeting would be held on 11-29-71, at 10:00 a.m. 
He also provided a copy of a memo direc·:ted to IPS personn&l 
reflecting an "Election ."72 Seminar" would be he.ld at IPS. 

(On 1·2-3-71, ths source advised that he had spoken 
with'W'ASKOW on 12-2-71,-concerning a job which MARCUS RASKIN 
had previously stated the source .would have at. IPS. WASKOW 
confirmed that the job would involve asl:;dsting him and tha.t · 
it would begin shortly after 1-1-72. WASKOW told the source 
that he would attempt to find other work at IPS for .wh~ch 

· the source would be compensated befor·e 1-1-72. WASKOW 
advised that during the .remainder of 1971 he would s.pend 
some time each week orienting the source for the job and 
that this \vould include familiarizing the source with IPS~ 
On 12-4-71, the source advised that he had spoken further 
wit.h WASKOW concerning· the job and that WASKOW was att·er.!pting 
'to find projects with which the source could.assist before 
1-1-72.) (Source has pot been paid for the period covering 
12/3 - 4/71.) 

JOHN RANKIN DAVIS, aka 
SM - New Left (Extremist) 
(OO:WFO) 
WF 100-48582 
.Bufile 100-45). 64.3 
CAPBOM 
(OO:WFO) 
WF 174-318 
Bufile 174-1891 

On 11-18-71, the s6urce furnished information 
concerning his association with JACK DAVIS, an·individual 
considered a suspect in the bombing of the U. s. Capitol, 
3-1-71~ The source was closely associated with DAVIS during 
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WFO 137-5692 

April, May and June, 1971, but during this time never 
admitted to having participat~d in the bombing and never 
specifically indicated who might have been involved in :the 
bombing. The source advised, however, that DAVIS was v·ery 
"paranoid" concerning the subject of the Capitol bombing. 

ALEXIS KING, aka 
Alex_, 
Tony 
IGB 
(OO:WFO) 
WF 182-New 

On 11-22-71, the source advised that he had met 
an acquaintance of his named ALEXIS KING at the Fairfa-x · 
Restaurant, 2100 blocl\. of P Street; N. W., WDC, on 11-21-71. 
This man offered to sell the source six $20.00 bilis,described 
as counterfeit by KING, for $100.00. I\ING said he had ~nore 
of . these bills if the source was interested. The source · 
told KING that he was not· .interested .. but recalled that tiie 
first four numbers of each se-rial nu1djer ' ·on the-<bills ·were 
"5152." The source also advised that he had seeh KING 
involved in a numbers transaction and that he gathered 
~rom KING that KING was still dealing in numbers. 

The informati.on concerning the counterfeit bills 
was furnished to SA STEPHEN A. LORD, Washington Field Office, 
U. S. Secret Service (USSS). SA LORD advised that he 
~onsidered the information very reljable and valuable in 
that three $20.00 counterfeit bills with seri~l numbers 
beginning u5152" had been receiveq very recently by the 
USSS. He stated that it is unu~ual to get information 
concerning persons passing such bills before counterfeit 
bills are received by the USSS and investigatiqn to trace 
them is instituted. · · 

Based on the information r~garding KING's involve­
ment in numbers transactions, the above-captioned 182 case 
re KING was opened. 

The source furnished certain identifying data re 
KING and a.possible address for this individual. 

4 

. 
j 

: J 
I . 

. i 
! 

. I 
' ·l 

. J 

. i 
j 
l 

ti i r : 
~ . 

I 
l 

i 
! 

! 
J 
i 
I 
l 
I 
i 
1 
' 
1 
I ., 
! 

li .,. 
(! 
ii 

. Er 
j 
~ 

. J 

I 
l 
! 

.· i 
l 

. I 

i 
. j 

l 

1 

• l 
' . ; 

1 

I 
! 

i 
I 

1 

l 

ry 



.. . . . .._ 

I ol 

WFO 137-5692 

EVALUATION 

The source is in a position to provide coverage 
of the Dupont.Circle and other areas in WDC for fugitives 
and other cri~inal activities, such as that regarding the 
~ounterfeit $20.00 bills set forth above. The source has 
also furnished valuable information regarding IPS (publicly 
described as the "New Left Think-Tank") and meetings held 
at IPS. He has also been told that he will begin assisting 
ARTHUR WASKOW at IPS after 1-1-72, thus placing him in a . 
position to obtain further information of value to the Bureau. 

' 
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SAC, ·W~hington Field 

( . 

.e· 
(137-5692) 

_:_. ~ g I t/ :s .--.---~ 

.::· . .. •. r"·. i ~ --.i 
Iteurlet 2-4-72. 

• I 

2-8-72 

.. · : 

· In accordance with facts set forth in referenced 
letter, you are hereby granted author~ty to expend on ·a 
strictly c.o.D. basis the sum of up to but not to exceed 
$400 in accordance with provisions set forth in Section l08J 2, 
Ha~ual of Instructions. 

··"1··::, ~{~ ~· Row, 6221 IB 
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NOTE: This individual has been an informant for two 
months. Recently, information from him led to the arrest· 
of six persons by local authorities. He has furnished 
positive information in two ITSP matters. He is frequently 
with persons who are sympa the.tic ~vi th the Weatherman cause. 
Th~ough associates in this area, he i·s developing information 
on New Left matters. In view of the above, it is recommended 
that an additional ~AC authority be approved. 

gr. Tolson-- EFF. dJ' f rf)1 ~ 
'at· Fell • '""' • . ·v 
'S.'t. Rosen-- ( 5) v 
';tt.Mobr __ _ 

~t. Bishop-­
:ltf, ~lill<lr, E.s. -
.\Or. Callahan __ 
.)tt. Casper __ 
)lr. Conrad -­
~-Oolbey __ 
J.!r. CIN·clnnd -

,,~·~: : .. :; \ .. : .. ::· .. ; 

• 

Mr. Ponder__ £0; \ 
ltr. nat<'s \') - • '- ~ / 
Mr. wnil..nrl __ / ·V· . 
~:~: ~:~;~lt:"E R 0 r::: .19"72 ~j 
Tele. Ru<V~.::..L ~1 · • tl ~ " 
Missltu\mus --!>lisa Gnndy __ MATL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT 0 

.· ... ;f.Y 
. -NW-5!i3D.6..-ri.O:ci:W.: 329.8~6.9 a ·~ :Pa-g.; ... 2o 
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TO 

Clr'TICtU.L ~liM Nt.. 10 
MAY l;Q lltlrTION 

, CSA P'PM" (41 Cl'lt) 101·11·1 

VNIT,ED STATES GOVE.·iENT 

·:Memora1zdum 
.: DIRECTOR, FBI 

- ----~-~ ~- ~- ~' - ~- ~- . ~· ~ -

:•. 

DATE: 2/4/72 

"ll 
• 

li .. 
-~· 

..J 
I 

> l 
fROM 'S~, 0 (137-5692)(P) -:! 

?11~ 
SUBJE~ iJ/3 3 
~~ . . Re WFO letter to the Bureau, dated 12/7/71. 

An extra copy of this letter is being furnished 
for the Domestic Intelligence Division, because the informant 
furnishes information of value in the security field. 

RECOMMENDATION 

r 
l· l-

~ 

l 
~ 

. The purpose of" this letter is to recommend authority be giyen '1 
to.expend an additional $400 in payments ~6 the informant i 
under provisions of Section 108-J, 2, Manual. of Instructions. J 

:1 
During the period the informant has been contacted, . _ 

he has shown no signs of.emotional .instability or unreliabilityJ, 
-He. has maintained very regular contact and there has been no~- ~ 1 

indication that he has furnished.any false information. 
. . . 

. ' ' This informant has been paid a> total of $370 under 
SAC authority during the period 12/10/71 to 1/28/72. Author­
ization to pay the informant an additional $400 under SAC 
authority was granted per Bureau letter dated 12/~/71. ~ ~ . I ?0 -- 9 (:/ u -1- 'A., 

The following pa~4l w~~e 
1 
made dU-;!.r{~:.. the'' ab~ve .c-- ,.;.~,_;: 

mentioned period: --:- ~ f r S' 
a FEB 17 1972 ~- , t.~jfVIr ,, 

Date "l...... Amount ~ · 1!-,\ v-- • ~ J 
_,! 1 \J · $ st..~.~~~~~. ; ',., :; • r · · 1.· 12/10/71 --~.!..;.-..· :~ u.vu l .... _

1 
•... ,, 

12111111 3s~oo 

1
, ~ ~:;.kt.-~<G ~~ 

• e \ - t:;) : ~ •. :, I } !· 
@._Bureau 'Do~: ;Jl u.S \)·'_..{ .ttjjl, 

1 - WFO f\... 

T<ro):;J .• p F ~"- J •• H.·~ ~'}{ ~.~"'· l3jl s ~j \d.d~·l::·~~~{,,i A 
. '.• '1,1. ~ I k·· ( v I 

~ / .;;,. A\1\t\O"·'-........ : /\"l .f" ',.....0 - .. ,: ' ' 
~,; r:;.,._:...: • ._.,····: · ! # (J .'!'~: f: t e.. t- ::;n (, 1 W r- · :; - "\\ l -~ : 

.~l' •. u·' . L~t:~-~~ *"\-t?-11 EJ;r-: c\ \, I Y 1~:-:.-:\ ~ 1 
~~\:J~ ... 01. ·o r:~- - -L{ ~ : ~'; : 

I)I.Nce Buy_ U.S. Savings B011ds R(gt1larly ·o11 the Payroll Savings Plan j 
- J!IW-'/i53.0..6-Docld : 3.2989698 ' P .age .21 . .. . ·--· • .. l 

----'--'-~~-...___C'-'-'----.....2.=...___:__~ ..... t!__ "'~~ ~ ;o~._--. ~- • t 
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Date 

12/22/71 
12/30/71 
1/6/72 
1/13/72 
1/21/72 
1/28/72 

Amount 

$ 45o00 
40.00 
50.00 
45o00 
45.00 
60.00 

CASES ON \·ffiiCH INFOP'-'-"1ATION H..<\S BEEN FURNISHED 

JOHN RANKIN DAVIS, aka 
SM - NEW LEFT (EXTREMIST) 
LOGAN ACT 
OO:WFO 
Bufile 100-451643 

. WFO file 100-48582 

CAPBOM 
OO:WFO 

. Bufile 174-1891 • 
t~O file 174-318 

WEATHFUG 
OO:CHICAGO 
Bufile 176-1594 
WFO file 176-265 

~~ ~015:2\had in the past been associated with · 
JOHN RANKIN DAVIS, "Aka JACK -DAVIS, · a known Weatherman under~· 
ground supporter ~nd a suspect in the b~mbing of the United 
States Capitol, 3/1/71. The source -v1as instructed to attempt · 
to renew his association with DAVIs ·, and has recently succeeded 
in doing so. 

On 1/4/72, the source ascertained DAVIS' place of 
employment and developed information regarding DAVIS' work 
schedule, dutie~, and activities. 
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On 1/11/72, the source.advised that he had visited. 
DAVIS at his place of employment and discussed DAVIS' recent 

·activities·and a mutua~ acquaintance. 

On 1/14/72, the source advised that he had again 
visited DAVIS at his place of employment and .subsequentty 
furnished information regarding DAVIS' attitude to the New 
Left movement. 

On 1/24/72, the source advised that he had talked 
with DAVIS on 1/22/72, and that DAVIS had discUS$ed the 
possibility of having the source live !.lith him •. ·He told the 
source that he had .become much· less int~rested in New Left 
activities and was primarily interes~d in '~'ga '.' issues 
(DAVIS is a homosexual, according t9l_WF 4015-C and other 
sources). . · . . . : 

On 1/27/72, the source advised that DAVIS had told 
him that he was staying in a residence near Dupont Circle, 
Northwest, Washington, D.C., and was ·anxious ·to find a new 
permanent residence. 

On 2/2/72, the source advised that he was visited 
by DAVIS during the early morning hours of 2/2/72. During 
the visit, DAVIS told the source about his association with 
the Weathermen-and particularly that.he ~ew M~KE SPIEGEL 
and CATHY \HLKERSON, both WEATHFUG suble.cts, when they lived 
in Washington, D.C. before they_ became Jugitives! DAVIS 
at first referred to SPIEGEL as MIKE-BRADFORD, which may 
be an.alias being used.by SPIEGEL. 

It . should be noted that WFO-is attempting to 
obtain information concerning DAVIS' activities~ acquaint­
ances, and attitudes; as well as knowledge he might have 
concerning CAPBOM or the WEATHFUG subjects. Placing tpe · . 
informant in a posit~on where DAVIS will trust him so that 
such information can be obtained is a gradual proce?s and 
WFO takes this ~act into consideration in paying this source. 
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. ,. 

UNSUB; aka 
Howard J .. Charafardin 
CGR - WORTHLESS CHECKS 
OO:ALEXANDRIA 
WFO file - 70-2855 

On 12/10/71, the informant advised that HOWARD C. 
BRICE· is no doubt identical 1vi th an individual who has 
cashed a number of bad checks with various _airlines using 
the name HOWARD J. CF~ARDIN. Two checks, totalling · 
almost $1,430 were giv~n by this individual to Trans World 
Airlines arid a number of ·other checks "tvere being discovered 
by other airlines as having been given them by this person. 
The source furnished information of value regarding BRICE 1 s 
associates, habits, activities, and check passing methods. · 

On 12/17/71, the source provided further i~formation 
-regarding BRICE's activities and possible whereabouts. 

UNS~BS; aka -
ROLAND CLUTTER, 
KARL LEE WOODS 
ITSP 
OO:WFO 
WFO file· 87-19011 

On 12/22/71, the informant provided information 
regarding the activities, associates, location and check 
passing methods of KARL LEE WOODS. WOODS was involved in 

- the passing of checks which prompted the institution of 
investigation in the above captioned case. 

INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES (IPS) 
IS - NEW LEFT 
OO:WFO 
Bufile 100-447935 
~0 file 100-46784 

t . 
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, . .. . ,. 

ARTHUR IRHIN·WASKOW 
. SM - NEW LEFT 
OO:WFO 
Bufile 105-114241 
YFO file 105-50397 

' 

On 12/8/71, the source advised that he had been 
at IPS on 12/7/71, and a person there told him that ARTHUR 
WASKOW and others associated with IPS were in a_ conference 
with an individual named WALL (ph). WALL was not further 
identified, but was possibly identical with ROBERT WALL, a· 
former Special Agent of the FBI.1{rho was reported to have 

. vi.site}d and talked with persons associated with ~PS . 

. 'The source had been pro~ised a job at IPS as 
ARTHUR WASKOW's assistant. It is noted that among other 
activities, WASKOW had in the past been acquainted with two 
WEATHFUG subjects, MIKE SPIEGEL and CATHY WILKERSON. 

· On 12/16/71, the source advised that he talked 
with WASKOW o~ the same date and was told that he was to 
~ave orientation sessions for the job with WASKOW. 

On 12/20/71, WASKOW explained the nature of the 
job the source was to have and asked the source what his 
reaction to police pressure would be. 

On 12/27/71, the source talked with WASKOW, who 
said that despite a letter from IPS which. the source had 
received to the contrary, the source.was still being 
considered for the j oli at IPS. \-U?..SKOW stated that ·_he had 
"sources" who had indicated that IPS was being infiltrated 
by law enforcement agencies and.~hat' strict screening 
procedures, possibly including polygraph tests, were. being 
adopted regarding new employees and.those already associated 
with IPS. 
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On 1/13/72, the source talked with an attorney 
for IPS named HIRSTEIN (ph), (very probably identical with 
ROBERT E. HERZSTEIN, an attorney with the firm of Arnold 
and Porter, which handles IPS' legal affairs). This indi­
vidual reiterated IPS' new screening procedures which were 
being adopted to prevent alleged .Government infiltration. 

On 1/27/72, the source was interviewed for three 
hou~s · by an attorney for IPS, .and RICHARD BARNETT, subject 
of WFO 100-45302, Director of IPS, as a part of the screening 
program for employment at IPS.. He was .told that the screening 
procedures had been adopted as ·a result of revelations made 
to IPS by a former FBI Agent named ·ROBERT . v1ALL; who told 
them of law enforcement attempts to obtain information 
concerning IPS. 

DEMONSTRATIONS BY. MEMBERS OF 
THE GAY LIBERATION FRONT AGAINST 
THE UN~TED STATES PARK POLICE~ 
AREA OF THE IHO JIMA NONU!-1ENT, 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, 
JANUARY 6, 7, and 8, 1972 
IS -NEW LEFT 
OO:ALEXANDRIA ., 
WFO file 100-55286 

. . : ,._. 

• 

.i 
On 1/4/72, the informant advised that the capt'ioned .- ~ 

. demonstration would occur in protest . again~t United States ,.. ~ 
Park Police (USPP) arrests of homosexuals. nea~ t_he Iwo, Jima · · . j 
M::>nutnent. On 1/5(72,· the informant ·advised that a rally · · . . .. j 
would -be held by members of the Gay A~tivist Alliance (a v· --, -. .- ~ 
homosexual organizatioi;\ in Washi~ton, D.C.) ·at the Iwo Jim~ ·. . . . _: 
M:>nument. The USPP was advised. o£-these activities. Six · ~ 
-¥ersons_.li~-~~~~~!.~d ~_he_!!?!: a~.:the _ Iw~ Jima· Monument . i 

or demonstrat~ng without a perm~t. · J 
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HARRISBURG DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
IS - NEVT LEFT 
OO:NE\-7 YORK 
l~O file 100-53301 

!.'· .... ~~. 

··~· 

On 1/3/72, and 1/21/72, the informant prgvided 
literature received from the captioned organization which 
is engaged in support of the defendants .in the Harrisburg ·s 
Conspiracy trial. · 

EVALUATION 

• 

.The informant is at this time attempting to develop . 
his association with JOHN RANKIN DAVIS so that he might obtain ~.; 
information of value concerning the ~.J'EATHFUG and Ct\PBOM Gases. f_ 

He is in a position to provide information regarding criminal lij 

activity and fugitives pear the Dupont Circle area in · · : I 
Washington, D.C. Further, the source is continuing to attempt t 

to obtain employment at IPS as ~THUR \.JASKO\{' s assistant, . I 
wh~ch may enable him to obtain information of value concern~ng 
WEATHFUG subjects and other :New Left activity. The information· t 
set forth in this communication has ·been of value in both the l· 

criminal and New Left security fields. 
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SAC, Washington 

- Ol q£Cm1o· 
Field (137-5692) 

3-27-72 I i 
·1 

.Dll-ectol~ FBI (137-28143) 

Reurlet 3-22-72. ll In accordance with facts and justificat;i.on set : ~~ 
forth in referenced letter, · yo'!l are hereby granted authority . !l 
to expend on a strictly C.O.D. basis ·the sum of up to· but ·. . ~ ~ 
not · to exceed $400 in accordance with provisions set :foJ?.;rth --. . . fJ 
iJ;l' SectiOJ?- l08J 2,. Manual oi Instructions. .· .. : . ;.:;:11)., ev. ,_f j! 

. ~ f Ltf~ <:yt · H 
1 )! •. F·. Row, 6221 IB . . t.~'f};:1J U i, 

. · .. jiJ 

.. 

.fMILED. ~- . . 
· .. 

MAR 2?1972 .. .. .· 

FBI 
'• . 

! I 

NOTE: This individual is a fairly -new criminal informant 
of the Washington Field Office.· Since last SAC au tho.ri ty 
was approved, he ·has furnish.ed valuable information on the 

... WEATHFUG and CAPBOM investigations. In· addition, his · . 
:.::·information led to -the opening of · a .· n~w. TFI S case in the 

Was'hington Field Offl'ce. He has ·;3.1so furnished information 
concerning narcotics activity in the Washington, D. C. area. 

.Tolson __ 
• Io'elt __ _ 

Based on these facts, it is recommended that an additional 
SAC authority be granted • 

'if. Rosen __ 

:!r. Mohr ABF: dJ' f 0: ··'D !/r. Bishop __ 
(5) u 

~. ~lill l't, E.S. -
!l.r. Callahan __ 
~r. Caspt>r __ 
llr. Conrad__ 1. 
!<fr. l>albcy __ _J 5 ' 
tr. ('l•·veland _ 54 ApR , 

1972
. 

r. !'onder__ ? Q 
~nd~ ~ 

Mr. ViultcrH __ \\ 

\ ·. 

. . , . \' ' 
.. ' . ... :.: ~l~ . ..J ~ .... ~ . 

.,. ' :.', ~v 
Mr. 1\'aikurt _. __,. ~ j \ .. • · 
Mr. Soyurs __ (}f.,·· 
T!lc. Room__ JJX .: · 
MtsK ll<>lllJl.•.ll \~ • • 
·· Iln'l :1J.:J:'l1l'J;:- Dt!!Cl!iidl)~ · · Tlj!;.Mte'Y~ UI\IJT c:J 
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~"'t' IJ01lrDmott .e • •· esA l'rMJt (<1 c:nt) IOI•II.t 

• ,·UNITED STATES l , lERNMENT 

.Memorandum 
· .. ) . 

DATE: 3/22/72 

Re UFO letter to the Bureau, 2/4/7.2. 

An extra copy of this letter is being furnished { 
for the Domestic Intelligence Division because the infor­
man~ furnishes information of value in the security· field. · 

RecommendAtion 

The purpose of .this 
authority· be given to expend 

·ments to the informant under 
2, Hanual of Instructions.· 

letter is to rec'ommend 
en additional $400 in pay­
provisions of Section· 108-J, 

~\ 

During the period the informant has been contacted, 
he has shown no signs of emotional instability or unrelia­
bility. He ·has maintained very regular contact and there 

A 
fJ '. 'J' 

has been no indication ~hat he has furnished any false ~ 
information. · <~ \'~ 

This informa~t has been pa:id a total of $400 \ w~~ 
under SAC authority· during the peri.od 2/8/72 - 3/17/72.\\f-A.;~'-

,:·. 
l. 
~ I 

I I 

r 
i· 
~: 
ll 
t· 

r ~ 
i; 
'· Si 

1 
'l 
' •' 

Authori ty to pay the informant an additional $400 under v : ·~'!.l 

~ SAC authority was grante~Er.:1tea/J7~r1:J'tJj8~72t{ ·" ., 
• The follm·1;i.ng p~1l.a!tT-""-rvere made during the ~ 

_ ·,~ ,j above-mentioned p riod: <(;1.;\~~ :-A· - • -~ -~".7 j . ! 
~\'\ ~ TFls · l{ • Amount · PR 12 1972.{ i t!f]// A~.Y : 

.... 
1}~ 2/6/72 • - $3

6
5.00 .... f · ~~~~·l/e-/;)~··t1f\(\~,i 

.:'\I"J 2/11/72 0.00 ~ !l~{\~. I '(r ,i ·.- .'. A ~'\_ ~ 
"J i\ 2/1,8/72 55.00 .....(; ~J '·(J..:'\·i' f\ ,__M" ~ l)'' 

I l \ \ ' \ 1-:\~ t li ~ \ v'Y!i~ : 
fll \?v- Bu;reau t . . ~ Jy'. bjl\'1 ~~)If 
~~1 1 - WFo ter · sftc, 0FO . l '/'.J ,') ~ 
1/ii Tf~:kmz 3- f).l-l"d. fl/:3P:clJ · ~l ,L~~"~~-
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WFO 137:..5692 

2/24/72 
3/6/72 
3/13/72 
3/17/72 

f'~) A \<iJJ. 

$55.00 
-60-.00 
·so.oo 
55.00 

-· . .... .,-

I.;_~~- . ' 
. '-.. :. 

CASES WHICH IN"FO?.EATION HAS BEEN FUIDTISH:SD 

·~ , JOHN RM:trCIN DAVIS, aka; 
SH ... 1'001 LEFT ( EXTREHIST) 
LCGAN ACT 
(00: tTFO) 
Bufile 100-451643 
WFOfile 100-4.8582· · ~ 

CAPBOH 
(00:\·T.FO) 
Bufile 174-1891 

. WFCfi1e 174-318 

'WEATHFUG 
(OO:CG) 

-Bufi1e 176-1594 
WFOfi1e 176-265 

• . 

The informant has been targete~ against JO~T RAI~<IN 
DAVIS, a suspect in the· CAPBCt-~ case, and Cln c.dmi tted asso- , 
ciate of 1VEATIIFUG subjects. The informant he?.s been attempt- f 
.ing to further develop his· a~sociation 't-Ji th DAVIS and ·has / 
furnished information of value concerning DAVIS' activities ' 
and associates. The. source is, of course, constantly- alert 
for indications of any contact on DAVIS' part 'Yli th 18ATHFUG 
subjects or other Ne't'l Left fugitives as well as any impli­
cation of knoHledge on DAVIS' part regarding C.A?BON. 

On ·2/6/72, the source provided information con­
cerning a recent conversation he had had with DAVIS. He 

2 .:. 
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YFO 137-5692 

J. - further recalied that sometime ~uring April, 1971, DAVIS 
had made a statement to an attorney- .,.:1ho is a mutual friend 
of DAVIS a·nd the source and ·Hho was providing leg~l advice 
to both, thathe had been told by an individual that that 
individual had been involved iQ_ the bombing of the U.S. 
Capitol, 3/1/71. The attorney, RAY 'TI\iCHIG, told :JAVIS 
that 4e Hould talk to this unnamed indi .. J"idu~l for DA7IS to 
de:termine .,.,.1hether ·this person hed actu~lly. been involved 
in the bombing. The source .h~d been making an effort to.· . 
recall as best h.e could \·lha t had been said during this 
conversa ti.on and reported it only when he i-:ras sure that he 
recalled enough for the information to be_ cf value. 

On 2/13/72, the source advised that he h~d 
spoken \-lith DAVIS on that ·same date and furnished infor­
mation regarding DAVIS' activities and proposed activities 
at that time. · 

On 2/16/72, the source provided information re­
garding a trip he had taken to New York City with DAVIS 

, during April, 1971, believing that the information might 
.be of value to the Bure.au. 

On 2/18,20,25, and 26/72, the scurce provided 
information regarding recent contac,ts he had had with DAVIS. 

On 2/29/72, the source provided information re­
garding a conversation wi~h DAVIS on 2/28/72. During this 
c~mversation DAVIS told the source about beiP_g interviewed 
by an FBI t\gent (an interview 't·lhich did occur ~nd 1·1hich 
DAVIS had told the intervie1.Jing Agent he intended to tell 
no one about) and that he 'l;vould have· nothing further to do 
with the FBI. Davis also told the source that he tntendcd 
to travel to Nei-1 York City after -Hork the t night to visit 
"Weather fugi'tives" and other unnamed persons. 

- 3 -
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l-1FO J-37-5692 

On 3/4/72, the source furnished information 
concerning DAVIS' associates. 

On 3/6/72, the source furnished information con- . 
cerning conversations he had had ·1-1ith DAVIS on 3/5-6/72. 

On 3/10/72, the source provided information con­
cerning a conversation he had 't·7ith DAVIS on 3/9/72; During 
this conversa tio.n DAVIS asked the source to rent an apar.t­
ment under an assumed ·name to be used by· DAVIS, the source 
and others '<<7hom DAVIS 1-10uld not name as a meeting place. 

On 3/13, 15, and 16/72, the so~rce provided 
additional information concerning DAVIS. 

UNSUB; aka, 
· · Ho~o1ard J. Charefardin 

CGR - WORTHLESS CHECKS 
(OO:AX) 

· WFOfile 70-2855 

On 3/4/72, the source furnished information re-
·garding the possible location of HOHARD C. BRICE, who is 
no doubt identical with the individual who had passed a 
number of worthless checks to purchase airline tickets 
under the name H01/A..~D J. CHARAF.ARDIN. The source had pre-
viously· furnished considerable information of value . 
concerning this individual and remains alert-regarding 
his activities and location • 

. 
GA..~Y COVINGTON 
TFIS 
(00: l-,TFC) 
l-TFOfile 15-6424 

4 ... 
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. WFO 137-5692 

On 2/9/72, the source furnished information con­
cerning an individual knmvn to the source as GARY COVIHGTCN 
"·1ho apparently _works as a s.ecuri ty guard at the Trail·Hays 
Bus Te:rminal in "Hashington, D.C. ("t-lOC), and v1ho has told 
the source that he is involved in thefts from the terminal. 
A case· 1vas opened to determine whether COVINGTON is involved 
in such activity. 

THE DEFENSE CC}:iJ:ITTTEE, 
IS - NEW' LEFT 
(00: PH) 
Bufile 100-457882 
WFOfile 100-53301 

a ',.a· ..... ' 

On 2/8/72, and 3/10/72, the source furnished 
liter~ture received from the Harrisburg Defense.Cornmittee. 
This literature was of value in regard to this case. 

DE~DNSTRATION SPONSQREry BY·ry.c. CITIZENS 
CONCERNED FOR PEACE IN ~NDO-CHINA AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE, . 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
2/17/72 
IS - NEW .LEFT 
VI DEN; 
PREVIT 
( 00: '\-.TFO) 

On 2/16/72, the source· advised that c8ptioned 
demonstration \·?as to take place and appropriate agencies 
were advised re this matter. This demonstration did take 
place on 2/16/72. 

l-IT SCELLAJ-: EOUS 

-The source has provided to this office information 
of value to the l'~etropoli tan Police ~epartment (HPD) con.:. 
c~rning narcotics ac ti vi ty in \.f!X. 

- 5 
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\·1FO 137-5692 

On 2/25/72, provided information concerning 
marijuana.dealings on the part of persons at 1707 P 
Street, N.U., WDC, ancl possible heroin dealings on the 
part of persons at 1757 Church Street, N.H., "'t<tX, and 
on the-part of an individual who frequents the Dupont 
Circle area cf WDC. The source later furnished additional 
information regarding narcotics activity at 1707 P Street, 
N.W.~ All of this information has been furnished to 
appropriate officers of the NPD 1<1ho adv.ised that this 
information is of value to the MPD. 

· EVALUATION 
. . 

. The informant has been making every effort to 
further develop his relationship with JOHN RANKIN DAVIS 
and has succeeded in doing so. Further development of 
this association will popefully enable the sour.ce to 
obtain information of value · concerning .the \~ATHFUG and 
CAPBOM investigations. The source continues to furn~sh 
to this office informa.tion of" value to both the Bureau 
and other law enforcement agencies concerning criminal 

· ~ctivity in WDC and particularly ~n the Dupont Circle, N.W. 
area of the city. Additionally, the source has provided 
information of v.alue to the Bureau in the New Left security 
field and is in a position to continue to do so. 
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To: SAC, WFO 

From.: Director, FBI 

~(. CAPBQ.~ ~~ Bufile: 174-1891 
fY'· WFOf1 .. le: 174-318 

JOHl'l RANKilf DAVIS, aka 
SM-NL (F..xTRE!UIST) 
LOGA:ti ACT 
Bufila: 100-451643 

airtel 

•. 

·t 

( I 
. .. \ 

~};: ,._ 
: .. · .. 

. ' " 

. , " ' • 

- ~ .. ; 

4/21/'12 

1 - Mr. A .. B. Fipp, Jr. (1503 JB) 
1 - Mr. J. T. Stewart 
1 - Mr. S- F. Phillips 

.. 
·' 

I '! 

~ ;;, . 
·, 

., 
.. .. . 

• ~"1:: : 

.. . 
• -;.f .. . , 

... 

. . .· 

.· . 

~ . ~. . 

. ~ · .. . . ' 
.-... ; ~·-

Your office's investigation of the CAPBO.~ case, and more 
specifically the Davis matter~ bas led.; to interviews with a number 
of Davis • .associates, mostly males who, li!te Davis,. are homosexuals. 
Paralleling this phase of tha Davis investigation bas been your 
commendable penetration o:f Davis through .tAb . Z~il!l.a who has devel-

. oped a close rapport with Davis and is able to keep your office 
~vised on a timely basis.concerning Davis• activities. 

In this stage of the Davis i.nvestigation, it is believed 
that_£9P.S~deration should be given to a possible pseudo interview 
of 4lfllBJli1Jt witb intention that the informant then report baclt to 
Davia concerning the· FDI 's contact with him. The primary pUl.~pose 
of such action would be, of course, to further protect the security 
of the informant. A seco~dary purpose might well bo to eru1ancs the 

1 - WFO (137-569~ 
(\ INFT. 
~137-28143 (Jill It~~~-. 
SFP:car 

(10) 

/ 
~ ~? 9 7 At., H 2 J 1972 
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Airtel to WFO 
Re: CAJ?BO~! 

• 
. JOHN RANKIN DAVIS,. aka 
174-1891 
100-451643 

•• 

>• 

relationship between informant and Davis. The current need 
tor suCh a tactic may be mada necessary by information being 
developed by ycur office indicating that soma of Davis' 
associates are reporting back to him concerning FBI's inter­
views of them. 

You are instructed to give the foregoing studied 
consideration a.nd su.bo1it to Bureau your recommendations relat­
ing to this matter. If you agree with the suggestion, Burea.u 
would be interested in your proposed means of canying out.the 
pseudo interview of informant. 

NOTE: 

. Davis is one of eight·principal suspects in 
bombing of u.s. Capitol, 3/1/71. 
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Felt __ 
Mohr __ 
Rosen __ 
Bates __ 
Bishop __ 
Callahan_ 
Campbell_ 
Casper __ 
Cle•·olnnd _ 

• ••• '· t,". 

.. 

SAC, Washington Field (137-5692) 5-12-72 
' REC-71 

Acting Ddrector, FBI (137-28143) ___ 

EX-112 

Reurlet 5-8-72. 

In accordance with facts set forth in referenced 
letter, you are hereby granted authority to expend on a 
strictly C.O.D. basis the sum of up to. but not to exceed· 
$400 in accordance with provisions set forth,in Section 108J 2, 
Manual of Instructions. 

1 - ~. F. Row, 6221 IB .. . 
.. :'; 

·~ . --. 
:. ~ .. 

:-.;. _. 
... -. 

NOTE: This Washington Field Office informant has been 
furnishing information re CAPBOM and WEATHFUG investigations. 
Lately, he has been active in gaining t·he confidence of one 
of the prime suspects in the CAPBOM case plus also attempting 
to get further information as to the activities of any of 
the WEATHFUG subjects through individtJ.als in this area who 
are ;reportedly in contact with some of these fugi·tives. ·In 
view of the above, it is recommended that an additional SAC 
al~ority_ be approved. 

JTR : dj f cL.LQ 
( 5 ) I -M-A-ILE.,-, D-5-. --'I 

M4Y ~ 2 !972 
FBI 

. '· 

~:~~:; == q • I 

lUll~. E.S. _ ~ \ 

ff:i 11 U N. ,., ') i 97~,}y. 
Tel<A,R~ ·- :- ,\\t 
llolmos -- \Y 
Gandy-- MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT c:J 
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UNITED STATES G 'ERNMENT 

Memo~ndum • ) 
.. 

TO :ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (137-28143) DATE: 5/8V72 

FR~- •• ', , WF~(137-5692) (p) 
rb(J .J t'ONF> ~ JY ~. . . ··-.l.NllL. 

SUBJECT: . 

Re\\TFOlet to the Bureau, 3/22/72. 

An extra co~y of ·this letter is being furnished 
for the Domestic Intelligence Division because the informant 
furnishes information of value in the security field. 

RECU:HMENDATION 

The puruose of this letter is to· recommend that 
authority be given to exoend an additional $400 in nayMents 
to the informant under provisions of Section 108-J, 2, l1anual 
of Instructions. 

During the period in which the informant has been 
contacted, he has shm·m no signs of emotional instability 
or unreliability. He has maintained very regular contact 
and there _has been no indication that he has furnished any 
false information. 

This informant has been paid a total of $400.00 
under SAC authority during the neriod 3/28/72 - 5/5/72. 
Authority to pay the informant an additional $400 under SAC 
authority was granted oer Bureau letter dated 3/27/72. 

-~x8 
~JJ f mentioned period: 

Vj\Y /\ry 

~~~~ 
~ \u 

DATE 

(f 
i})- Bureau 
1 - HFO 
TTO:rms 
(4) 

REC-71 

AHOUNT 

,, 

__ _j 
- ----



l-IFO 137-5692 

, , .~· ~.A.Ll_3 I 7 2 
4/24/72 
5/1/72 
5/5/72 

55.00 
75.00 
75.00 
40.00 

CASES ON 'flHICH INFORt·1ATION HAS BEEN FURNISHED 

JOHN RANKIN DAVIS, aka 
SH-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES ( EXTREt·HST) 
LOGAN J_c:r 
( 00 :liFO) . 
Bufile 100-451643 
VTFO file 100-48582 

CA?BOH 
(OO:YlFO) 
Bufile 174-1891 
WFO file 174-318 

HEATHFUG 
(OO: CG) 
Bufile 176-1594 
HFO file 176-265 

An integre~l fac.et of the Cc'\:PBOM investigation involves 
intense coverage of the activities of eisht susnect;s in this 
case. One of these sus1)ects is JOHN RANKIN DAVIS, i.:rho is also 
an admitted acquaintance of \.JEATHFUG subjects. This informant 
has been targeted against DAVIS and the informant has gradually 
been deve1o~ing his association with this individual. The 
source has been furnishing information of value concerning 
DAVIS on a timely ·and continual basis. He is constantly alert 
for any indication that DAVIS has knowledge regarding CAPBOM 
or any contact on DAVIS' part ,,ri th 'iTEATHFUG subjects. or other 
Ne~v Left fugitives. 

2 I 
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WFO 137-5692 

On 3/19/72, the source advised that he had spoken 
V!,i-th DAVIS· on 3/18/72. DAVIS stated aTTlong other thin,gs that 

~e had _been in"J01ved in hel-ping an unnamed ·Hanted person to 
get out of the Washington, D. C. (WDC) area. 

On 3/27/72, the informant advised that he had 
spoken with DAVIS on 3/26/72. At this time DAVIS discussed 
the possibility of obtaining an anartment to be used as a 
meeting place in the Du:oont Circle area, N. H., ~roc-; his · 
intention to 'travel to New York in the near future and his 
work plans. 

On 3/29/72, the ~nformant advised that he had snoken 
with DAVIS early on that same date. :OAVIS again discussed 
the above-mentioned a~artment, as well as his concern over a 
friend incarcerated in D. C. Jail and his concern v:ith "gay" 
(homosexual) issues. 

On 4/5/72, the informant advised that he had talked 
'lvith DAVIS early on the same date. DAVIS at this time dis­
cussed the fact that he had been'terninated at his ~lace of 
~mployment beca,~se of some TT'lissing ::oney, his irritation 
concerning FBI coverage of his activities, and his concern 
about the above-mentioned friend incarcerated in D. C. Jail. 

On 4/7'72, the informant advised that he had seen 
DAVIS on 4/6/72 and that DAVIS had exoresseo an intention to 
travel to Pennsylvania for a. stay from Monday to l.Jednesday 
of the following week. 

On 4/8/72, the informant advised that he had spoken 
with DAVIS early the same morning. DAVIS reiterated his olans 
concerning the abQve-mentioned tri? t6 Pennsylva~ia. The 
source also obtained the name and address of an aDoarent 
acquaintance of DAVIS residing in New York City . 

. On 4/21/72, the inforr1ant furnished information 
concerning certain associates of DAVIS. 

3 
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WFO 137-5692 

On 4/21/72, the informant advised that he had 
talked with DAVIS earlier the same evening. DAVIS discussed 
the possibility of traveling to Ne"tv York in the immediate 
future. DAVIS also mentioned that the FBI "tvas continuing 
to in~estigate his activities and that because of this he 
had become active in the Movement again. DAVIS said that 
he might as well be active because the FBI would keep tabs 
ori him and his friends whether he was active 9r inactive. 

DAVIS 
have 
that 

On 4/23/72, the source advised that he had seen 
earlier the same morning. DAVIS stated that he vmuld 

to nostpone the above-mentioned trip to New York and . . . 
he "tvas hoping to form a new "gay" group in WDC. 

On 4/25/72, the informant furnished information 
regarding certain of DAVIS' associates. 

. On 4/27/72, the informant advised that earlier the 
same evening DAVIS had been at his aDartment with a vthi te 
male nat11ed BILL ( LJ:-..TU), i·Tho the informant described. The 
informant noted that BILL ( LNU) was very vrary and informant 
noted him carefully, but could not determine whether this 
person might resemble one of the WEATHFUG subjects because of 
facial hair. · 

DAVIS also mentioned that he intended to travel to 
an unknmm location 1\Ti thin the next "t·7eek to visit friends . 

. He indicated that he hoped to take the source with him. 

J 
On 4/28/72, the informant advised that he talked 

with DAVIS the same date. DAVIS talked about FBI "harassment" 
and the fact that he "tvould have a visitor the same afternoon 
who would really shock the FBI. DAVIS did not name this 
individual at that time. DAVIS also ~entioned that he "tvas 
considering a plan to leave HDC in about ti·TO vTeeks and to stay 
in an undisclosed place for a tempo~ary period in order to 
elude the FBI. 

4 I 
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On 4/30/72, the informant advised that he had 
spoken with DAVIS very early on the same date. DAVIS 
s·aid that his visitor on 4/ 28/72· had been HILLilJ'! KUNSTI .. ER, 
prominent Ne-vr Left attorney. DAVIS did not give the reason 
for KUNSTLER's visit. 

On· 5/1/72, the informant advised that he had s~oken 

/:

vi th DAVIS earlier the same morning. · DAVIS t_old the source · 
at that time that the individual '\vho had accompanied him to 
the informant's apartment on 4/27/72 was \leatherman fugitive 
BILL AYERS (W'ILLIAH CHARLES AYERS). DAVIS said that he had 
not ~entioned this earlier in order to insure AYERS' security. 
Informant advised that because of facial hair it '\vould be 
difficult to identify this individual as AYERS but that the 
individual bore a resemblance to A"YZRS; narticularly in the 
area o·f his eyes. (WFO has been cond1,1cti.ng investigation to 
locate and identify this individual identified by DAVIS as 
AYERS but efforts to date have met with negative results.) 

Later on 5/1/72, the informant advised that he met 
DAVIS on the street e.nd that DAVIS was accompanied by A~~ 
JAY OBERt-~.~.N, an individual det.ermined through Bureau in~restiga-
tion to be associated with the Weatherman organization. · 

On this same date the informant advised that through 
conversation with DAVIS he learned that DAVIS still "J?lanned 
to travel to visit friends in the near future and that DAVIS 
was having problems with nersons w·i th '\;Tho~ he is living and V 
with his homosexual "lover." 

On 5/2/72, the informant advised that DAVIS had 
told him on the same date that he '\vas having temporary 
financial difficulties. 

On 5/3/72, the informant.had talked with him early 
on the same date and again discussed some of h~s difficulties 
and intentions discussed during pre~ious conversations. 
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UNSUB; aka 
Hovrard J. Charafardin 
,CGR - WORTHLESS CHECKS 
(00 :AX) 
WFO file 70-2855 

In"'lestigation is being conducted to identify the 
individual v7ri ting '·7orthless checks under the name HOW.t\RD 
J. CHARP ... :F'ARDIN (CIS well as others) at?-d to effect ?rosecution 
of this individual. Most of these checks have been given to 
airlines and those renorted v7ithin the· last several months 
amount to anproximateiy $6,700.00. Results of this investiga­
tion have shovm that an individual named HOHARD C. BRICE, JR., 
is undoubtedly identical w-ith the person v.rri ting these checks. 
The source has furnished information of value concerning BRIGS, 
including that pertaining to his activities, associates and 
various residences (B~ICE moves frequently) on 3/23, 27, 30/72, 
and 4/10, 12, 17, 20 and 30/72. 

DEMONSTRATION SPONSORED BY DISTRICT 
OF 9ULUtllii~ GAY PRIDE C0~1ITTE~ IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C., 5/5/72 
IS- NE\-T LEFT 
( 00 :~.,TFO) 
WFO file 100-55868 

On 4/7172, the informant furnished material of 
value concerning Gay Pride Week to be held in WDC, "5/2-7/72. 

· On 5/2/72, the i~formant furnished additional information of 
value pertaining to this activity. 

PEOPLE'S COAI .. ITION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE ( PCPJ) 
IS - REVOI .. UTIONARY ACTIVITIES 
(OO:NY) 
Bufile 100-459771 
viFO file 100-51888 

On 4/24/72, the informant furnished material of 
value concerning recent and pro~osed acti "~Ti ties of PCPJ. 

6 

t 

f 

l 
r-

I 

::·~· ---- ~,0':0 . ..,. ~- _\'Wd\1:__~ , _________ ~ 



. . . . . . 
If I >) ...., 

WFO 137-5692 

ANTI-HAR UNION 
SH-REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES ( VIDEM) 
WFO file 100-55926 

·On 4119172, the informant furnished material of 
value concerning a demonstration ~lanned by the captioned 
organization for 4120172. The demonstration was direct~d 
against ITT in WDC. 

DEMONSTRATION SPONSORED BY 'R~.SHINGTON P.JfEA 
G. I • .A~LIANCE AT ANDREHS AIR FORCE BASE, 
1-'f.ARYLA.'t® ' 5 I 5 I 7 2. 
IS -. REVOLUTIO~u\RY ACTIVITIES 
\>TFO file lOO-Ne1-7 

On 513172, .the informant pro"irld0.d information of 
value concerning the fact that a demonstration "i·;ras being 
planned by the centioned group at ~4ndrews Air Force Base, 
Maryland; arid that a meeting "i,rould be held on 5/4/72, in 1-JDC, 
to plan this demonstration. 

NISCELLANEOUS 

The source ha~ also nrovided information of value 
to other law enforcement agencies in the WDC area. 

On 415172, the source advised that he sa"i·T eight 
kilos of marijuana ·in the living room of an anartment at 1707 
p· Street, N.W., vlDC, and that this marijuana was being sold 
for $25 - $30 ner ounce. On 4/19/72, the source furnished 
additional information regarding illegal drug sales at this 
address. The above information was -orom?tly furnished to 
appropriate officers of the ~etro~olitan Police De~artrnent, 
WDC, ,.Tho advised th~t this information "ivas of value in their 
investigation of illegal drug activities at this address. 

On 4/19/72, the informant furnished information 
regarding a stolen U. S. Treasury check in the ~ossession of 
an individual named GEORGE BART:t'AANSKY. This information "ivas 
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WFO 137-5692 

promptly furnished to the Ins.pector' s. Offi·ce, U. S. Postal 
Service, WDC, '\orhich advised that it would be of value in 
its investigations. 

EVALUATION 

The informant has successfully de"'.:eloned a relation­
ship 't<!ith JOHN Rl~KIN DAVIS s ·o that he now is in a T'osition 
to furnish timely . and valuable information r~garding DAVIS' 
activities. The source is making every effort to further 
enhance his association 'tvi th DAVIS and is constantly alert 
for information regarding this individual, esoecially that oertain­
ing to the C.APB0l'1 and 1-lEATHFUG investi~ations. The source 
continues to furnish other information of value to the Bureau 
as w·ell as other law· enforcement agencies concerning cri~inal 
and Ne~·i' Left activity in the · i{DC area and is in a nosi tion to 
do so on a continuing basis. 

f. 
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UNITED STATES tJ.) MENT 

Memorandum 
TO : ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (137-28143) DATE: 6/8/72 

ao~~~· ~AC, WF~- ~137-5692) (C) 

lf, / \\\ -- CONF. INFrr. _ 
·U '\\ 'f SUBJECT: . . . 

Investigation has determined captioned informant 
has proven to be unreliable in one area in which he has · 
furnished information. 

informant. 

TTO:sup 
(3) 

WFO is deleting this source ~s a symbol number· 

· :~-; ?, 17- ~ o;;.t -2 - 1 c 
.:BEc-lo_l--::_1_ ~ ' ~ lt 

£X-fl6 ta JUN 



.SAC, Washington Field (137-5692) 

· Acting Director, FBI (137-28143)-

) 
.. A • 

1/9/73 

0 t PO;tif. IN!t:t-., "' .~fk4/ -. ..,0().,, 
-~ 

·Attached herewith for completion of your file is 
one copy of a ~~e check request submitted-to FBI Headquarters 
from the United States Sec~et Service. For your information, 
Secret Service was advised by memorandum that captioned 
was :fol•merly a subject of an ITSP matter and that the 'U. s. 
Attorney, West Virginia, had declined prosecution against 
this individual. No mention was made to Secret Service 
that the individual was fozom.erly au .. informant of your office. 

. 
. ~~-~+~:·;. .. ·····-.~ Enclosm·e ·. ' .~. ~.:~ -... ' 

Felt __ 
Baker __ 

Callahan­
Cleveland_ 
Conrnd-­
Dalbcy __ 
Gcbhardl­
Jcnkins-­
Marshnll­
Miller. E.S._ 
Purvis--

' Soyars--. 
1 Waltcrs--
1 Tete. Room -
1 Mr. Kinley -

Mr. Armstrong_ 
Ms. Herwig _ 

~~Ne~~lT6 

MAILED 22 

J1~N 0 S 1973 

MAILROOM 
Docld : 3.2 

FBI 

TELETYPE UNIT CJ 
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THE nil>. :_ ~ENT OF THE'·'TREAs·. / ''j 
.... 

UNITED·S~~';('ES SECRET SERVICE::· / . /. 

WASHINGTON ·FIELD OFFICE 

;:. R£Q~EST FOR FBI NAME CHECK ,~t;(\. : ~ecemt "1' 16, 

· . .. ~iminal Ffle~·, .. / 

' . 
~ -· . 

Name: 
~i ~ . . 

,-- . -
~·. : Aliases: 
~ . . 

.. :·: CJ . Subversive Files 
.: "'~~ . ~ 

· :Merr.itt, Ea::.r: Roberyr,. Jr. 
(Last na . ;-~·--rnrs"l ·rtame) ----

·.Robert C ~il.~.~: · ---- . .- ... .. ----··- . ..... _ . 
~ ' Date of Birth: Place of Birth: Charleston, West Va 
.. ·... . . ----·------.; •.":. 
"" l :k,:·.: Sex: M Race: 
.·t:. _.'·· -
if ~ Ha 1 r • REn = 
i! t".. • I 

VI Height: $111" Weight: ;;;...17~2~--

Eyes: Brown Other Data: SS{I. 2~J-68-654.L ... . 

1¥: · ~ddress: 2122 P. St., N,W,, ·c:tshingte• " . . -l-)-ri;G;..,.----- l ... ·.:.-

!d:."·· · .. ;. 
1::/: . . : 
I·· ' r.' This is a ·request for a cheGtt • i les only and is not to bt" 
, · ~.s a request for an invest~gation N d clearance. 
'· 

::· . 
:( .· 
~ : · . 

. .· 

.. 
. .. 

,./'" . 

. ,. 

tl .. 4 • • ~ · , ..... . . . ~-;~,_ ..... , 

.. u.. ~; :;e( , Service 
Washington F1eld Office 
Suite BOO 
1717 H Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20226 

Te · ~~phone: 964-8063 

,. _ ..... '· . ····: .... 

- f~. .. , .. .....,..._ ... .... ~ · ··· 

/3 7- 2-<il¥3- <1 
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JAN- 81972 
1 - Mr •. Geary 

~· 

reit __ _ 

: 

January 5, 1973 

In response to your request there is enclosed 
one copy of one report which may relate to the subject 
of your inquiry. 

For your fu~ther information, on February 23, 
~971, the P~sistant United States Attorney-for 
Southern District of \lest Virginia, declined prosecution 
of this case noting that the amount of money involved 
and the evidence currently available did not justify 
fUl'ther investigative efforts to locate and interview 
Merritt. () 

~ (}2<r~ )yt~ 
... 

.· ": ... :.,.: (87-111347) 

Enciosure 
.. . ·. . .' ·.·.··,~~am 1 3·'7 - ~--f 1 t..f:J ~-

Pr~ginal and 1 - Un~ted States Secret Service ' 
Request Received 12-20-72 , __ ....__,· 

1 
.~ IITG:arw0JUP_(4) . · . . '6.-\IJ'f), s J?.!l 9 1973 

NOTE: Coordinated '\vith A •. B. ·Fipps, Jr., Criminal 
Informant Unit~ who suggested furnishing criminal 
information only. 

Baket __ 

Callahan_ 
Clevelnnd_ 
Conrad __ 
Dnlbcy __ 
Gebhardt_ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI, 
Jenkins-- and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agenc~. This reply 
Marshall--~~~ ;r..; iJ~result of check of FBI investigative files. To clieck arre_s! records, request must be subnutted to FBI 
~~~::~~ E.s.~- ,_~··,gc,11Jiff:2iffJf3vision. F.ingerprints are. necessary for posltlv!) check. 

~~ft~r: == . 1/}_ ~ 3 ·. . 
Tclc. Room _ ,./ "; 
Mr. Kinley_ 
Mr. Armstrong_ 
M!l'S'Wor\W.j3JJ.6 - !':~9'I_<!_:._~?~698_EllflTPE4~NIT 

J 
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~
i ...... )-._ Assoc. Dir. _. 

J 
- Asst. Dir.t/A 

!_ /l Adm;o. \ · 
( /j Comp. S~ _ 
1 Ext. Aflol" __ 
; Files & Com. _ 

' : '. ' :· ~ · pai:y.Ra~ staf! W£!keJ;~Ji!IYI 
· l1iforrai"er8' · ~I~eJa1 ':ti~clo~~~!l:~rp~~tiv~~i~~ 

by other informants. · 

·Fifl\").0 p1 ol.;ce Merritt came directly to the 
1 IU' IJ /lJ paper with his acknowledge. 

m~nt of spy work after bein" 
"t ed 

0 

, urn off" by the job ac-

Ex 
_1/ cording to Rag staff w~rker · · 

. Poseu v: -1 Chris Simpson. I 
y - ''l'lle disclosure of Miss Ko· 

By Paul W. Valentine Iego as · an informant was· leaked to the Rag l.ly a Wash-
wa.shlngton Post statt Writer ington-based organization 

~leccnt disclosures by an ac- c~llcd the Committee for Ac· 
tivist community newspaper of twn/Research on the Intclli-
P o lice informant activities gence Community (CARIC). 
within Wasl1ington's once· CARIC spokesman Winslow 
flourishing antiwar movement Peck said his organization is 

Gen. lnv. __ _ 

ldent. ----
Inspection __ !' 
Intel!. ----
Laboratory __ 

Plan. & Evai. _ 

Spec. lnv. __ 

Training __ _ 

Legal Coun. __ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec:'y _ 

have jeopardized political in· "working on a couple of other 
. telligence gathering .opera· pcm>l~ now,/' and their names 
tions, D,C. police officials said sl\ould be rcvealed'"sudn: '' . 
y~sterday. ·The disclosures, part of an .\Sked,ho}V CARIC"'ls.abre"to 
.ongoing campaign by t11e anti- discover and identify infor· 

l 
establishment Daily Rag news- mants, Peck said, "We have 
p:iper, are "definitely a threat contacts within the metropoli· 
to our operations," acknowl- tan police department and 
edged Capt. Georae Sutter, other intelligence groups in ~ the city." · 
acting director of the police. 
department's intelligence di- Capt. Sutter of the police in-
vision. telligence division said he 

Sutter confirmed the identi· does not think the information 
fication of two one-time infor· is being leaked from his own 
lliants nan)ed . in front-page organization, but is not over· 
stories in the last two issues looking the possibility. 
of the Daily Rag. Staffers at the Daily ~ag, 

:The first story named Ann which despite its name 1s a 
Kolego, 20, also known as weekly paper located at 2416 
"Cra.zy Annie," as a paid po- 18th St. NW in the Adams-
lice informant who infiltrated Morgan section of the city 
the D.C. offices of" the Peoples. have questioned the legality 

The Washington Post B-J 
Times Herald ___ _;:_--!----

The Evening Star <Washington) _ 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) ----
Sunday News (New York) __ _ 

New York Post-------C~alition for Peace and Jus-~ and authorization for some of 
tH;e (PCPJ) and National the informant work done by 
Peace Action Coalition 1\'Ierritt and Miss Kolego. (NPAC) from eody 1971 to They note, fo' exomple, that The New Yo<k Tim"-----
June 25 of this year. I Miss Kolego made frequent The Daily World 

.Sutter rated her as an -"ex- out:of-town trips to assorted The New Leader 
cellent" intelligence source. anttwar conclaves and ques- . -------

·The second story named Earl\ tioned her authority to go be- . The Wall Street Journal 
Robet't 1\Ierritt Jr., known to yon? r:.e. t:.olice jurisdiction / -:_; .f'J 'I r'i J J f / ..- /) The National Observer ___ _ 
police OS "Butch,'' who w"ked •t uubhc expen"" · ' . "--- .._; '/ - 016' '1 V fT -People'' Wodd -------

as a paid informant for about ! "l{emqn ~· Gill, J;l,Oli~e._3~· 
fh•c months around the Umei IParlmcnt general cotmser. satd ~·- -
of the massive l\Iayday disrup..' \he knows of no law prohibit· 2.GO'f RECORDED • 
tions here in the spring of ling such activity "in an inves· 0 
1971. tigation of legitimate matters CT 17 1973 

.1\lcrrilt was quoted in the concerning the metropolitan 
Rag as saying he later did in- ·police department." 

/formant work for lhe FBI. l~BI Sutter said she made the 
press spokesman Jack Her- iout:bf<toiY1r" trips ~~ 
rington would not comment ; "mainfain her cover" and to 
on that claim, but another \'obtain information on possible 

.'source close to the FBI con- illegal actions planned by anti· 
finned that 1\Icrritt performed iwar gorups itt \\'ashington. 

-..<'voluntary" work for · the I Miss Kolego could not be\ 
M?t!lcv . a11~l may ha\·e ~ecn \reached for comment. l\lerritt 
p::11u ior it. • 'ltf~i alsQ cou)d,Pot l.lft~ , v OGT .1 8 i~.:t:;. . 

• .f.J2 ,A.., . 
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By Jared Stout and 
1 

Toni House , \ 
Star· News Scalf Writers _ •• 

1 
District police intelli­

gence operatives were 
keeping watch on the city's 
antiwar community and 
other activists as recently 
as June, according to a 
former paid informant. The 
surveillance began at least 
two years ago, the informer 
said. 

Police said reports based 
on informers' information 
were given regll)arly to the 

I FBI.· Some information may 
have been passed to the 
White House. One informer 

I said his tactics included 
burglary and disll!ption of 
protests. 

While police officials con­
firmed the identity and in-
formant assignment of two 
persons, one of whom was 
int.erv.iew£;d by,,..t4P.....st~r~ 
News, they acclined to s.?Y 

, ·.!Jmy many inforrr,~an.ts ~~Y 
6e ass\gned to keepmg 

. Chief Jerry V. Wilson in­
; formed on possible protest 

demonstrations. 

AMONG NATIONAL 
• groups attracting police 

attention were the Ameri­
can Academy of Political 
Science, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, and the 
Coalition on National Prior­
ities and Goals, whose mail 
solicitations for members 
were signed by Sen. William 
Proxmire, D-Wis. 

Among local groups were 
the American Nazi party, 
the Black United Front, the 
D.C. Statehood party and 
the Institute for Policy 
Studies, a "think tank" on 
radical alternatives to U.S. 
foreign and domestic policy, 
which is located at 1520 New 
Hampshire A\'e, NW. 

iiolice _confirmed that 
R eli It. Merritt~d . 

Nl'/. :S53,06 Docid: 32989!5·~~ 

.• 

Ann Kolego, 20, have been 
pd':;ce · iuf'elligen~e 'irlfotin­
ants, but they and the FBI 
would not give details of the 
undercover work. 

Merritt and Miss Kolego's 
former roommates describ­
ed the activities in inter-
views. . 

II Merritt, who went from 
,
11 

work with the police to work 
with the FBI, is a Charles-

! ton, W.Va., man who came 

l 

to Washington in January 
1963 and works as a drug 

· company cashier. I Miss Kolego grew up in 
j the Washington area and, 

I until recently, was a wait-

! 
ress in a Connecticut Ave-

l 
i nue restaurant. She began 

police recruit training 
l . Wednesday. 

- The official said the !Je­
plinincnf has n"'o w.ritten 
guidelines for intelhg.e~ce 
surveillance. One off1cwl 
said, "It's really left up to 
the intelligence division." 

Merritt said a sergeant in 
police intelligence suggest­
ed two break-ins after May 
Day 1971. One of them at the 
Community Bookstore, 2028 
P St NW, ~was completed 
The"otfier, Merritf"sa1d, was 

.. /1 f 
Assoc. Dir. ·r'~~ 
Asst. Dir.: .; , 

Admin. l 
Comp. Syst. -~ 
Ext. Affairs ~ 
Files & Com 1 _j 

l 
Gen. lnv. ---t 
ldent. • ~ 

/ .... :t 
lnspectio~ 
lntell. I , 

Laboratory ~ 
Plan. & Evol. --1 
Spe~, .lnv. -----j 
Tram1ng l -

4 Legal Coun. ---j 
Telephone Rm.---; 

Director Sec'y _: 

e 
Co/)/ J._;/ j- The Washington Post ~ 

Times Herald f 
_J~ The Evening Star <Washingtonh_ : f 
-~ The Sun<;lay Star (Washington>O.:::.\ 1 

. Daily News (New York>. l 
· Sunday News (New York) i 

New York Post . MERRITT SAID he de-
•1 cided to disclose ·his under- Y2 •. 1 "'J.. , , 1 ;: .1 ·~ 

cover role after other ef /.;:..J ~-a<.) IV,;;· r'/ -
The New York Times ----­

Tiie Daily World -------
t: 

1 forJs tp. br,eak off the wor,k ·- :-~ -
failciL mter his a·oartment NOT RECORDED 
w~s .raiJsacked t~ree tii1!es 26 0 CT 17 1973 
't'cccntly and after he was 
threatened twice by offi-
cials. 

He said he did not know 
how-groups or persons were 
selected for police atten-
tion. 

Police intelligence offi­
cials described their job as 
one of keeping "the chief of 
pollee informed of potential 
problems and disorders 
which might occur in the 
Distrkt r •• and require 
police action." - · · _., 

The New Leader-----­

The Wall Street Journal ----
The National Observer ----

People's World-------

Date ___;Q~C....!.-T ....:_7 _f~9Z-a-3 
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ar the Sth'S~reet orlice' of th~ 
Goergetown University le­
gal interns. It was called 
off. · 

MERRITT SAID he 
gained entry to the book­
store after closing hours by 
t'aping open the lock on a 
foyer door. He took antiwar 
petitions, pamphlets, meet­
ing notices and other mate­
rials and give them to police 

. contacts who told him they 
would be a source of names 
of persons and groups in the 
protest community, Merritt 
said. 

According to Merritt, 
stealing the petitions was 
one means his contacts used 
to disrupt the petitioning 
part of the protests. 

There was no police re­
port of the break-in. at the 
bookstore, which features 
the writings of revolution 
ary th~orists and practit!on­
et~ersons'at the snop 
r~call .such an incident ~in 
late May 1971 an'(f said no 
one attached any signifi­
cance to it at the time. 

Before and after the big 
May Day 1971 antiwar pro­
test, Merritt said, he vis\ted 
the offices used by groups 
l~rgely responsible for the 
·protest: the People's Coali­
tion on Peace and Justice, 
Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War, and the Lanier 
Place residence used by 
some demonstration plan­
ners. 

AT POLICE request, 
Merritt said, he supplied 
telephone numbers and 
floor plans for these offices. 
"I thought at the time it was 
a check on whether I was 
going to the places they 
asked me to," he said. Mer­
ritt did not know how police 
m~b have, u~ed this infor 
rna 1on, he sa1d · · • 

During \tfe d~monstra­
tiOrr;-M:d'rit+ conr~e 
telephoned reports to police 
up to 16 times a day and 
JOined with some law en­
forcement offices in at­
tempts to disrupt activities. 
These included spreading 
false information about 
meeting times and places· 
and sabotaging one of the 
protestors' public address 
systems, he said. 

After May Day 1971, Mer­
ritt said, police asked him 
to concentrate on informa­
tion gained by using an ali­
as to solicit mail from about 
200 groups. He said he re­
ceived materials which de­
scribed the programs of the 
groups and he turned it over 
to the police. 

In October 1971, Merritt 
said, he was fired by police 
because "they said they did 
not have enough money to 
keep me on a full-time ba­
sis." He said he had been 
receiving $50 a week and 
expenses. His contacts in­
troduced him to two FBI 
agents in the Washington 
field office for whom he 
subsequently went to work 
he said. ' 

BY MERRITT'S account 
his FBI assignments be: 
tween October 1971 and 
May 1972 centered on the 
Institute for Policy Studies. 
The FBI wanted him to get 
a Job there and supply them 
With the names and license 
tag numbers of persons at 
institute meetings, he said. 

Merritt said one of the 
lists he supplied was from a 
meeting on prison abolition 
at which a civil rights law­
yer, Philip J. Hirschkop 
spoke. He said he followed 

II 
Hirschkop after one of the 
meetings at FBI request 
and reported the lawyer's 
movements and contacts. 

ir 1\Ierritt said he worked 
for the FBI until May 1972, 
a month after his mother 
died . He said the death· 
"really put me down" and,­
togcther with a belief that 
the persons he was told to 
watch did not seem as dan­
gerous a5 they had been 
PO[trayedd by his contacts, 
he decide to quit. , 

l 
,. R"' -sai.d his FBI conta£tS 
reacted by "telling me tliey 

j had too much time and 
1 money invested ... that I 

)
' . had become familiar with 

the political com~~~d 
I '\>va:. u fined th¢ way tlley 

~ ~antr.!d.,..One of tpem tolp 

II 

me to use the work as a way 
to get my mind off my moth- • 

' er's death. . 

I I IN MAY, however, he de­
l liberately filed a false re-

1 
. port as the last step in a 

pattern that had begl,Ul four 
months earlier of giving as 

l little information to his con­
i tacts as he could, Merritt 

t '
li said. It worked, he said, and l the 'FBI agents let him go 
1 with verbal threats against 

l 1 revealing his role. 
Merritt said one of the 

agents warned him against 
speaking out by saying, 
"We'd·· sure hate to ·have 
someone find you in the 
Potomac wearing cement 
galoshas." He w~s also told 
he had been doing "national 
security-type work," the 
disclosure of which would 
be improper, he said. 

Merritt said that when the 
agents stopped coming 
around, his former police 
contacts reappeared. He 
decided then to get legal 
·help in his effort to end as­
sociation with law enforce-

i nient agencies and contact-
1 ed Washington lawyer Da­
\ vid Isbell, he said. 

Merritt said a second 
threat cmhe from one of his 
police contacts when the 
contact learned Merritt was 
considering public disclo­
sure as a means 'of keeping 
police away from him. He 
said the officer told him, "If 
you try to badmouth us or 
any other agencies, you'll 
really meet your maker." 

ACCORDING to the rec­
ords Merritt .kept and dis­
played of his associations 
and assignments, the last 
threat came in July 1973. He 
did not know how his former 

. contact had learned ·of his 
plan and has had no direct 
contact wit,h police since, he 

,sai~ · 

., .. . , 

~· 
j 

. ' 
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· ')d~n:itt,, a self,:ackno'tl­
edged homosexua1, said e 
had been recruited in April 
1971 the day after he had 

· lost a job. He disputed the 
.private assessments of 
.some police sources who 
said he had been fired "be­
cause he didn't produce" 
and was angry at those who 

. had let him go. "My con­
, tacts told me my work was 

good," Merritt said. 
· · Ann Kolego was describ­
ed by police officials as a 

· police buff "who was ex­
tremelY. ggpd" in §Upplyi~g 
inf0i'mat10n on the acbv1bes 

of antiwar and other protest 
~ 'd , • .,, 

"She had to be to stay 
under cover for so long 
without being burned," one 
offiCial said. 
· According to her former 

roommate, Carol Cullum, 
Miss Kolego was known as. 
"Crazy Annie" to the activ­
ists and posed as a dropout 
from George Washington 

. University with a hug~ i~e­
iiority complex and Wllhng­
·ness to do the menial jobs of 
the protest movemen~­
stuffing envelopes, handmg 

·. out pamphlets and running 
· errands. 

MISS CULLUM said she 
first remembered Miss Ko­
·Iego during the May Day 
. 1971 protest. Between then· 
and now, she sa~d, Miss 
Kolego was a regular part 
of the Washington Peace 
Action Coalition, the Peo­
ple's Coalition for Peace 

· and Justice, the Anti War 
·Union, and the Miami Con­

vention Coalition. 
According to Miss Cul­

lum, Miss Kolego was "al­
ways around" and rarely 
had to be invited to a meet­
ing. "She was always there 
Miss Cullum said. 

. ·1\liss Cullum said she con­
fronted l\liss Kolego at a 
luncheon late last month 
after learning Miss Kale­
go's real job. 

At the lunch, lVliss Cullum 
said Miss Kolcgo apologized 
for having used their fricnd­
.ship' bartaid it was h~~ j06 .. 

lh .. ... - •• 

.. .:. ~.· · 

Miss <;_ullum ·attributed 
dfsdosure of Mi::.'S"'h"ufugll's 
identity to the underground 
newspaper The Daily Rag 
and the Committee for 
Action/Research on the In- · 
telligence Community - a 

. local group studying how 
police and other govern­
ment agencies seek to keep 
watch on activist- political 
groups. 

MERRITT SAID his con­
tacts had often had high 
praise for "Informant Ann" 
and in conversations during 
and after May Day 1971 had 
said she was the police 
source closest to Rennie 
Davis, one of those acquitted 
in the Chicago Seven con­
spiracy trial. 

Miss Cullum said Miss 
Kolego was last seen by her 
friends in the activist com­
munity in August 1973 at a 
birthday party for Norrine 
Banks t tl!ird p~rs.on who 
snare an apartment With 

Mis~ GulJ!lm and Mic:s Kale­
~· 1'<J1ICe records show 
M1ss Kolego was appointed 
a police officer June 25 
1973. ' 

Police officials denied 
any connection with a 

· break-in at the Cullum 
apartment in August 1972 
when tapes of talks with 
North Vietnamese envoys in 
Paris were stolen and a tel­
evision se~ left behind. They 
also demed Merritt' was 
asked by police to do any­
thing illegal. 

Miss Kolego was not 
available for comment. 
There is little information 
available about precisely 
what she reported to police, 
but her roommate said Miss 
Kolego had had access to 
much. of the planning of 
!flOSt of t.he protest activity 
m \Vashmgton during the 
past two years. 

She was also known to 
~ave gone with other activ­
Ists to 'the Republican con­
vention at Miami Beach last 

· yeat · •· 

I~ 

J11:E TJ3ANSFER o( il'l.­
formauon from D.C:!niofm­
ants to the White House was 
unknown to Merritt or any 
of t-he other informants with 
whom the Star-News 

, talked. But in the Water­
gate committee testimony 
of John W. Dean III, Dean 
recalled receiving intelli­
gence reports from District 
police. Merritt said he had 
collaborated with an agent 
from the Alexandria office 
of the Alcohol, Tax and 
Firearms Division of the 
Treasury who, like Merritt, 
was gathering intelligence 
on May Day 1971 activities. 

According to Merritt, the 
·agent told him his unusual 
assignment to intelligence 
duties stemmed from a Jus­
tice · Department order for 
all federal agencies and 
some. local police to provide 
reports on protests or plans. 

· The unit usually deals with 
:·violations of alcohol, tax 
I and firearms law. '. 
' Department officials 

close to the intelligence 
' units of May Day 1971 de­
. dined comment; However, 
one source said estimates of 
the numbers and plans of 
protesters had been passed 
regularly from Justice to 
the White House and Dean. 
The source said he did not 
know where the information 

· came from and had as­.. ~ 
sOmed 1t fvas from tlie r o1. 

·~ 
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TO : .Mr. Callahan DATE: 10/4/73 
Gon.lnv. __ 

ldont. __ 
Inspection __ _ 

lntell •. __ 

FROM 
Loborotory _ , 

Pion. & Evol.7 
·. · S?oc. lnv. _\,__ ! 

.I 
a.·· Training __ ' 

SUBJECT: ·EARL ROT:)ERT MERRITT, JR. : .. -" lcgol Coun. _ : 

\ .· 
T•lophonc Ron. _ f. 
DiteCI(lr Sec'y _ -ii 

I / ',,, J/"'fJLJEt;; C.ONFI'()ENnAt..lr'/ l t/.':·::)1 
i =j' On 10/2/73 called · )" ·;.. /?' 
r . . Herington and said that Ivlerritt h8.d furnished the paper information CO:J.cerning \> 
! his prior informant status, claiming to have been a paid FBI informant from 
It--t.~ October, 1971, until May, 1972, at which time he was discontinued because he 
I Y. furnished us false information about Jack Davis. He cl:aimed his assig~1ed task .. 
r ALL . Waq to monit:Jr t'he Institute for Policy Studies, 1 ~20 New Hampshire S"Teet, ·. 

Cl$1or-JS Ncrth.west, Vlashington, D. C., and to keep an eye on Jack Davis, who \vas · ·, : 
'li ~.:rl?. associated with the Institute. He said that he had been a police departrnent ·-...::.-= 
bt.~ 1" ri informant prior to working for the FBI and ::;aid that this had been con_-
tbF::·~ 1 

firmed by the police. Merritt said that he had been handled by \Vashington 
Dr: At. Fi.eld Office Agents William Tucker and ':ferry O'Connor, and that when he 
rtJD'"'DU ~\)was discontinued in lVIay, 1972, Tucker had threatened him by saying, !'\Ve 
~..:rec:f would hate to have someone find you in the Potomac with cement galoshes." ., 
t<-~~ He also alleged that rr:ucker threatened to have liim prosecuted on..., three old b~~ 

~:p~o·/f~ check charges in which Merritt was involv:d:. . _;) / ,..-' .......... ··· . .-;:_ .-,.. 

·f ll <i' Herington told that he would have to get back in touch with · ~; 
him later. Bureau files reveal that 11erritt was a crimj.nal informant · 

·· i : !'' ,.._from late 1971 until he was discontinued bv \Vashihgton Field · 'Z 
-·· ---·--~~-i~· 6/8/72. He was targeted against the Instit~te for Policy Stu die;' :...., 

0 and Jack Davis mainly because Davis was considered a \Veatherman fugitive r.~ 

/ support person and because we had information that some of the ·weatherman 
fugitives had visited the Institute. Merritt also furnished other valuable 
criminal information. :rvierritt is a homosexual and was· determined to be 
unreliable, at which point he was discontinued. Although he has 1nt been 
identified by name, we believe he is responsible for allegations which resulted 
in the attorney for the Institute for Policy Studies claiming the FBI and the 
Metropolitan Police Department (:rviPD) were engaged in illegal surveilbnce .· 
or·:~s- activities and other illegal conduct. \Ve conducted a preliminary civil -·· 
rights ilwestigation on these allegations in August, 1973, and lhe results _hayc ~-~ 

R EC-.... ? - ) ;·,. ,~-.~··;~. -~.:;··· .. - -. ·.~ 
- 1..- Mr. Franck 

<\.":'1 - I\lr. Cle\'eland ....... o'>-'>/ :';~ 1;-~ 1\lr. I\liller / .. :::(Ct?NTINUED-OVER) 
.''"-; () 1 - Mr Herin•~ton ,..-'( ·, .., \· · 

' .... ~~ '\. • b --~~"-< . 
" .<§• Bureau File 137-28143 \)\· 

/5 J'·.) JEii:as~~ (5) 
• l· 
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Memorandum· to Mr. Callahan 
Re: Earl Robert Merritt, Jr. 

been furnished to the Civil Rights Division of the Department. Agents who 
handled Merritt deny any improper conduct or any improper instructions to 
him. · 

Herington called back· today and told him that as a matter of ( 
policy we simply could not identify individuals who had furnished confidential 
information to the FBI in the past and, accordingly, there was nothing 2.t this 
time that we could say about l\1erritt's allegations. said that he under-
stood and that actually his story was mainly about allegations made by ?vlerritt 
claiming MPD misconduct and that very little of the story would pertain to 
the FBI. He said that he knew that the Xntelligence Division of the MPD was not 
terribly sopb~sticated in its b:ndlir:g of inforn;ants. He said also that he knew 
that· Merritt was a homosexual and that hd did not consider him really reliable. 

~ 

Some of his allegr"tions have not checked out at .f\}1 in further inquiry by 
Herington also pointed out to that neitherji11e 8.llegations alleging threats 
against Merritt could be interpreted as threats· even if the statements had been 
made. He was told that we always caution our informants against disclosing . 
themselves because we are aware that some people might want to exact retribu­
tion against them for having helped the FBI. The statement that we would hate . 
to have Merritt found in the Potomac with cement galoshes is the type of thing 
that would be an admonishment against his self-Clisclosure becausq:g.ome of 
his friends might seek revenge. Herington told that it was ridiculous 
to believe that any FBI Agent would threaten to kill a former informant. It was 
also noted that with regard to the second allegation about the prosecution on 
ch~_cl~$).Jhis does not necessarily have to be interpreted as a threat either since 

. it was obvious that J\.1erritt' s surfacing himself with a lot of publicity might 
cause the victims of those checks to urge a current prosecution. 

said that he took everything Merritt said with a grain of salt . 

. of course, was formerly with the Police Foundation and says 
he knows Mr. Kelley personally. He has generally been pro law enforcement in 
our limited dealings with him During this conversation he said that he 
·sympathized with the law enforcement's position in dealing with informants 
·but that he had been assigned to write a story, which he would have to do. He 
said he didn't really think that what he wrote would hurt the FBI and indicated 
that the story should be forthcoming wiihin the next several days. 

- 2 :-- (CONTINUED-OVER) 
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Memorandum to Mr. Callahan 
Rc: Earl Robert Merritt, Jr. 
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.: Herington also tallmd to Washington Field about this inquiry. They 
had been alerted by the MPD. that a story would appear in the near future in 
the · 

RECOMMENDATION 

For information. 

. .. 

·. 
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Tllc Actlng- Attol~noy General 

f;xnmlnlnq 
~- 'O~I'r.~;,-~q,,_~_-:;:;;--:-:;-:.;:. ---.- -.-. --- ~ ·:::-:;:j ... ! -

o~::t!~b~r 3.1 .. , l't13. 

Dir0:~tor, FDl /.:J f- .:{ fj t.;} 
1 - M.r. Franc,, 

(Attn: Jvtr. l~er:lngt'oYI) 
1 - J.tr. Mlntz 
1. Rt·. E. S. Ht.ller 

xr:.-:-:·:;n:'J.UJ.'R 1:"0TI. POI.!C'l STUDIEfl ( I:r3) 1 Mr. R. J ... Sll~cJ~elfo .T'd 
1 - Mr. Gcrblick 

7~:L 

/ 
P.<:':f croncc ia fl!.~rle to. a l11Di110t'V.nfh11U dn. tNl O!':t, . ..w-:·· 

'/':)'71 -f-1'"''"" ••.,.. /'!.,., •• , .--. ::'),,.:!~."' ()f>~iC"', oP ·t'1D f,.., . .,,n~., ·;··._,, . 7 • 
~-·~!1,.,, •'· \.~~ttl f--.... \,.."" -,,.,'\oj J~. /,ti.J,..J .. ~;J'l,1, J...l .. .._ _. .. :f. 1. ... ~ ., .. -......-..._ ... \ ,...11. "' ... ,. 

t"tt(Y'~l("r t•,,·~c,·!ll to '~'11r:-n"C 4'0r Jol1n A· ~iint"" A!"P·1 c·.. ., T"'oa>~ .,~., ,, ._; .h..,..t:\. .... -s .... , • A .. • .. -')1··· (, 1. .. • T·.l,j.J',•' .;._t;,l, ....... ~. -· • l.t .. . .J t;.. 

Cc~'' ··cJ., rnx, 7,Jhcxcin n otn.tur.! rP.port ","]'.'~.n J."C'l~:,r·-~!:-:- :' (.OIIJC.E.·~. IJIN~ 
r;n ~ :. t .tcJ.e by ~John f':'.n:i."~l'il.n t '":'":1~!~1:J.r.~;t0a ro~-;t 11 s·!A> .L': \-CI.R:It'EO:.fl_ 
t·· ·.J.r:'•. :.:pp\';!arecl in the I!IT:-l.~:h:i.:nr;i:on ro•Jt" on 0-:-:tv:.:"::t"' .tO, .l'f73. 
r;-•,.-. ···'···>~·~~ "11nrr~"' ·tll"t ·t'·-. r·· ·~· "''"'rr~rre,..l in :il 1 0:rr"'l "'C"~ ··i '·jc•" _n_. .. . .. . "'' ... ,) '"~··-~ ,c l" ..... J...C ...... ~ VMt.''"t.:> -· .... "\..>'* - ... .. ... 'i ,_ ••• ··' v 

... - ·1 =-<; ·: : ,r,·t t~n· Irs. r·J 
: .J For your· bac!tgrouncl i n:f o rn<<> t 1 on , iPS """ t.lv, ~" b.J , c '· ~-' 

; .·\ of "· pP:~JJ.tt:'l.n~xy 1.nq.airy hJ th~ FDl l.o. !Jn;;r .. '11<:r, .UH~8, af.+.er 
~j · : \ in.Co:;.'f.1.._<tt.ton was received indic:tting a post~ible comwcti:.>::l .. ;· 
~· ~· ~- : . 3::-\~ t···~ Nl XP!J m.nd tl1e Stn.dontr.;J for tt P.<-::'!OCx'" !:i.!~ r.o..-~ i -.:-1·y (S.:J>S) ;· 

• .. ) ·· · Tho inves tig;:a. tion wns exp:1nCied in 1971 aft or it W'!lO dP Ltn~L.,.cd . i :. 
( ') thn.t If~: pl.::u~ncd t -o- emh~rk C~n :\ f:1:ve yeP.!' T,Jl~n fen.~ tl)"' 1~ ~!H -:::::.J.. Y~ 

-------~ rC'ccnstructioil of .Atil.cric3n t:ociety nP.d ~ad eire~; 1:.: tc:..l t '.l (\) 

1:· · • ,\ rP.c.Uc<\1 groups around the cc::.tmtry s docur1cnt ca1l:i.n;_; :rr...-r:' br.· l~ades ~ 
,.(' ·,. '1-o ('ir'<:'JC'::'•"'··1 on 'J7<->r.dlinn-to•1 n c ... .,..(, clo..-..n t'1-"'-ft1 r..nn,,---.. · .. 't -~;./. .:, • ... ~.._ -~ ... \.\.•.,'1. ,_.J. ~i*.o:\,. lA f..!'·!:.t J ) /f.e t , E·•St, .~ - •':!'\,; ~" . .... .... -.... : · - ... ..... ... ._, .f:\.... 

\} n~c~:~-~if~~~. 1 .. 110 CJJrrcxlt :J.nvcs;t1r,ntion is ttirectecl to··::.1r:r<..\ t!lo:.:~J~ -. 
.nr~.':''!t in T!llicb viol.~t:tonn o:f rr:rbral f\t~ tttt8S "'~}" bQ .:.l.<.>l':"<:· 1.f;:~ec\ X 

'!t -' :in ·t,icv.r of the activi tics of IPS pcrnonnel in'~!olvi:n~: the · )..--· 
,\l !Hddle F.':l.3t nn.d the A.\'~b~, :Nort-h nnt.l f;{F.rtll Vic~;r,r-.n, Tn.Jr'Za.n:i~. ' '· ·' . ,, :' t\,Thi ·:;1}C r~n-1\.fr:l.crm Hovorv:mt 3.\1d c~mt~cts with !?.UJ.nrc:u:<·sJ.yc~ 

' : , . . or.;;·~ •i.iz~t tion~ and in~Uvit.hm.J.s in th9 Unit eel States . 
• ', t. 

Xn 1·7::\y, 1D73, Ml tc.ht·~ll :r.or.nv:tn, cm.,:u~el for r:;3, 
rt'~fl.W'.3't<'d T:ir • rf:J.ll.t.nm D. TitH,:k: l:;:;~:l.:\1.!~ t then ftct:ln~ 1:-t::·~-.~ l:'.,.r. <.. ;:­

' ·.· 

•t. flir. __ .•. 
thf.~ ;.: nx, to imrcst:tr,nto :\llcr;od v:tol.:-tt.inn~ <lf: the c:tv! 1 r1.t:·1~:.it /;-~t'). 
of J~S t"fn.'r'·".IUllCl ln {j<CU0.X~J. :\'tld r!'r- •. ~',1.fl H:t'H, t-.!."\.j:'Cl.l~ ~as;k.i\\ t ·};·')· • 011.: 

uln. ·~---· 
t~p. ~yet, 

·~ AHI];,, __ 

C!• A. Crun. ... 

"· lnv.. ... _ .. 

"'· 
.u. 
borutn1y • • 

"'- ~ r.vtll •.• 

iJinln'J • _ 

1l l":m,n. 

'11\.t",Ho\ flut, 

Uflt ~ai 'y 

:.i.n f:'l~.:t.i.c~d:.:r. In .?"u.::1c, 1973, hn nV~·) w.l:'.>tf~ to (;.p.sJ.r:t.·~·.i:.: !1.:,1--.·: ·. : ~;] 
(~')>\>'' -t\J. .r. st~.nloy Pott~.nr;:cr CQ_l)_ccrni.nf{ tho ·r.:lvil rJ.rl~!.:'" of fPS .J 

•. .._. - ., ·~-- ,...1 tr'f)"" nJ l"[T""ti('\~)~ i1"f'>l•tdro .1 i 'l.1 ""'"1 .,.,,11'!1"'!) ' .... :· . ("' •,.,, LI-J:.) •• • ~ ~ .t.l~•,• • . M. ,'\; •• '-.0 _..:..... •,'.,,.\:"j ; ... '.., , _. (A 0 o hf.•f!~ J;."t,,.. • \..,.;.,...., oJ • • ..... lf 

:r:'(~~··.•·al t~ '1c\ loc.n.~ law cn.f.orc-c~lont n.gonc1ca, incln<1l.n:~ P J ('~ tto ('Ftc,..:-~ 
. .• 
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ran:vcillancc nnd bJ:'Ntldng nnd cnter:tn!;. A c:t.v:i.l r1.r;ht!i :l.nvr>c>: i.~· 
r.n.t:ton Yt:.'f~ "eon.dtlctecl by our Y'.'P.:.ldnr;l;on l~ir>ld Offioc o.t th.c· 
:< J: J.~~gn. t-toor:; conccrni ng Ur. .t\nd Mrs, no old u. n nr1 t·cr.u It·· ·:ini..'(' • 

:f:m;n:tsllnd. to tl.w Civil F.i?;hts Div:t.0'.lon o.f. tlH1 ,r,•r: !.1.~-::! 
J:'('i''lJ:t•:;~~nt n.ml to former Bpoe:tal Pl·osccutor /a·cJd bnld (~ox :-: ]J...J •• -~ 
·w.t.t ll. tho don:lnls of c lectronic r:m:t·voilln.ncs:;;; ot' burr ltt T'i e~:; by F-Bf 
J'r:entB. Ey J':I0JnOJ.'t:.nclum elate:.\ October l'l• 1D73, Ar-;nir·.t:~nt: 1\!;••)<'l\".)' 

c:r.~w~.rn.l J'ot U.nr;or requcotcd nc.ld it lonn 1 invcs t:l.f~:;.t:ton .•:" '1 :1. i,:' l ·~ 
to ~ ;Ll ~·r:(.11J broal:.:lnp.: and ont·or:tng nnd survc:tllnnc0r:, i.P.e.lt•~i.i; 
o1!~ctr:mJ.c r_;urvcillnn.co of :rrn. 

I 

.noh·crt H. 'Wn.ll, v:'h0 ·is mrmtloncd in tho ru..·t 1.~.!1e, \~::--.~·l 

.. i .. 
.. 

! 

:~ ;~pocin.l /\r;orrt of tho ~'BI .rrom Mn.y .10, lDGG; t0 1\.p!"i ::. 30, .14·70, 
whn:n. h(! voluntn.ri J.y rc!::ignn.:l. f3inco hi.s l' Q ~L\.r;n.n.tlon h-:> hac: bQ.eO. 
c:i':U::I.cn.l of the Bureau 'r;; ilr:.rest:tp;i'\tivc nnd !)eJ:br.nn·:.:}. P') J:i. c.l. -· : : 
nnd 1v1.:1 v:i.s:l.t0d !P3 :~nd di!'~·~u::;;;od h:J.:1 p~J:t:i.~.\p:J.-{:·:,.: 7 -. Jr:'i -Fa:t. 

.. ,' 

111'-J (~ -~~: l 'f"':'1 '1"i {-!')~ ·1>1. ·t}1r> 1~•..,"'/ x,-. .r. ·t ':' '') rJ .,. ') f'' ·j .... 1 fl I ·~ 'l f !.-• H""' lA "'S "" t <"Q ~ •. , . ,., ....... L ...... ~J.,,., .2.1. I.J>.J •• ( ... ~ .,.J.. ot;I...A. ~"--··"'~ ,; ............ ~·"~ ... •• ~ 1\"Q 'Qil·~ 

mr.;.·~18 ecvol'nl n11eg8.tior:;:'l · n..g::'..inst tho ·:;rn;: :t.n news:pap-e·o taf\.d 
n·~, ·':".~~.nr: P.rt :Lc lcs c ln.:t;;d n.r; tho FD I '\'.'aG um1cccn .. ·;,z,r :l.ly J '.::··; -~G L; .. :.,,·J .i.;·,]. 
~t'8GN,.:tz.a t:i.<:i11f:i nn!.l ind 1 vldun.l.s who h~;.d not: co·:~:·; 1 tt ::..'·:1 c.:r:·1 M·£S. 
\':a·~ ..l 's n.lJ.e:1:nt:i.ons thn.t the FDI il'lprop~Jrly r.;r;c•n'ctl imnl". :rec.ot"cl.s 
.reg>a:rd:i Ng !J'S., i:hn.t he h:i.nl~•J Jf 1. n:t t:tn,t ed j.nvest:tp:n 1: ion 0.f I r~i 
~.!.lJI.r ~.;()::-:.<-~· J.:u.~lc:d tilt:Xe \Vtlf3 I\otJl:l.l1f?: to invcstJ.gt\r·~:o 1iut t~;n. t 
inv0~tigation of IPS continued nnd his description of tl1nt 
in>· ":'nti?,"n.ti.all h:.tve all been m.n.de befo::.·e, PrcvirwJ.~ :1.,~<--n.: .i r-:tr·-n :t •1. to 
w.-~ ·u. f s i:lllcga tions_ disclosed they aro innccu.rata n.nd the.re w0;:r:- . . ·t ·J·.:' 
no improp:rietj.os on the. pn.rt of. FBI Agents d'Jr:tn.!! th(-) "":,lJ.~•·:') · .: 

o:C tll_c i.~,~~·sr~;~~atio:~·~ ~rs., ·.'_.:,,.: .. ,. -:~~.;_,:: .. _::· ... ~;_:·~.:.:/~\·.:·~·:'_<.'·.'.:·.',·.; ' :.. ~- :-,_~~ :7: ••• .. .. .... ··.· ® .. '," .-~ .... ,.~...... . _.., 
En:t'l nobcr.t Me;r:t•ttt._, ;]:c_., who in mcr.tio;1.cd ;tn. tl1-:~ 

article, was n criminal informnut of our Wnsblngton Fiel1· 0ffinc 
from ~n. to 1971 until he wn.a discontinued in .run.0, H''7;;. r-~,, u: .1. i::l: 
-··:" n t<i.J.'p;ntcd ng,.im..; t IPrJ rtftcr it wns learned son10 of the ·~:. · 
r:en. t!.lGX'l!1">.l1 fugi ti vcs reportedly hnd visi i:ed rra. H.;rr .1. t t' •.vho :!.!1 ; 
a ~·o.a-ac.lm:i.ttod homos_exun.l, wn.o discontinued ns nu in.L'on.mnt ~--~tel~ . 
·it Wf'.S determined he vms Uln·cl:l.nble. · Mcrr:J.tt: 8 cln:i.111 of hBY J ~1.•1.· 

n-:-;·fol'J1l0.d i.llop;~i n.cts for th0 l:"D! h~n b0en dt~n:lcd _hy t.lJ.O, · 
f!p:;einl Ap::onts 'Nllo diroctr;~d him nnd this info::t•rJ::;t:ton h::1.s ·nlso 
lY'on :furn.tr.:hed to tho Civil llir:~htG Division f-\nd to :fn:;:r,2J;' f:pcc:i .. 'll 
Prec:0cuto.1.• Cox. 

1 - Offico of tho ncputy Attorney Gcnornl 

Memorandum being sent to the Actin~ Attorney G~nornl 
:i.n r0sponsc to n rcqucf.:lt fo.r n otn.tus report conc•:!J:n..i.P~~ the 
n.llc!g::ttions in tho ''Washing ton Post" article dcsCJ:i bed v.bove. 

·.·· 

.: ~ 

-. ,:. t 
'I, : 
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UNITED STATES GOVj~~-NMENT 

lvfetnoraJ~du711 
TO 

FROM 

: Mr. Johri A. ~V}~z'~\1'/ 
. 't)/ -

: Gary H. Baise 
·. _,,. / 

sunJBCT: Request for Status Report on 
.Washington Post Story 

DATE: October 17, 1973 

t . 

' ·' ' .· 

ELR and ~!DR would like a status report.on the attached 
Hashington Post story which alleges that the FBI engaged in 
illegal activities against the Institute for Public Policy 
Studies. 

GHB:fhm 

. ~ ' 

f 1: ~.... ,.._, .... ,... • 1" \ 
'~ t\ ••• I I o. ••• I • . . 
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~ ~1 ·· l~' '' ! 1 ''-'!·-t:·,~ ; ,:.;ji·'•;\• ·i'll· ':i)':i ·U ··it·.i ·.J i ·,:il·•l·- .. --.. - -~--·'-· -- · ---:. 
~··~-..I.J. j-·y ~-v .. ~:tJr J ~:~,.;,· ~~:;~ ~d :i> ~~--~~) '!;''" 4 :~Y ;~p:"' ·<,>.~ .r) lir nat c 

I .,enurnt·t ... ,.:.1,.,.11 a:·. 111111 1111 ~ l H•····nl!ou 1\lltt·rlthat n:~r · 1l 
1

,. ~;. 1 \\'nshiHr:tu'n I'P·;I ri,:tl \IPtTill, · nrl, o.:td~t . ;11\C: .'~'S wrr~ 
'"''' tlwn u~in•: an alia~ d' llllflll'll.lllllt~fo.:·uf\\htlt•l.f••ll · ~ • 

I "(.'fwudil'l'," t"fd f f'~ ahrt!l( a . "!'111'11111',''. th;tf \\'1 I'~' lltfl'll -
r~:ll' :t;!o nf !·'Ill(),<.'. prdit'l'' !ltu·t·~l 11111'111:! l.h~· '.\ :tlr·q::ll.l' 

\\'"'h'u~h'" t·,,~t H':\U \•,·r.tC'r 1 
All llltnnll'Y In\' the: 111~11· 

llllr fo1· l':•lwr :;ludlt· .~ h;••· ln· 
!ol'll\1'11 IJ,,. :-:t·natc ~l'11't:l 
\\';1(t'l'l:a(:• tt•:tJmillr'(! I hal !ltr' 
ln~tillll•' loas c'\'i.II'Jh't' lhat 1 
!<'d<'l'al ;t!VI 1<11'.11 <lJ'C·nts ill<'·~ 
~:-.1\y i:.i'tlra\t•tl. wirc·tappt.•<l 
nntl bur: l.!ri;.Pd \IJ_c_ nl'>:anila· 
1irm'11 \\':!•-l tim:tnn lllfit : <·~ ntl 
1520 i\cw Ji:llnp.;hirc .-\rc :-.:w.j 

Attonwr '\iitrllrll Jloi!Q\'in, 
tn' :~n rtfiid:iVil 5\'.'COI'n to on 
Ocf. :1 :we! m::tie puhlk hy I he 
roiiHtll\ trr y('s\ <'J'clny, s:li<l I he 
in.clitll\t! h:...i hc<'ll f~i\·cn the 
illtl'rJI\:· liO:I lly <\ fnl'rtWI' Jo'!.\1· 
poi1tc jJ;,'ortn•'r ancl h:: a fol'· 
11\('\' !o\l(\;'i~·l ;.:;..: nl. c( Uw FBI. 

·. Hl1•!o,·ioJ <!i•l t\Pl 'n:m1c the 
~ uun·C':: of hi:: inr'cll'n):ot ion. In 
til<' nffi<l:•\'it, l)u\ l~it'!~:.~·d li:Jr· 
n•~t. l'lltHr!'d(lJ' oJ ll 'S, idcnli·l 
fi~tl tl•rm ;b frq·;n;•,· FHI ngcnt 
Hoh•Tt ;\. \1':!!1. ;;r:<l Hobert 
;\!<·r:·i!t. Willi lw~· s ht• w;~:; nn· 
i !:for·;:~cl· fo:~ :he :Fnr. the 
Tn·n!;ury r,._.,,,:,iilit'nt <~ad the 
n.c. 1\\l'tl'<)l'l'li\<ln polir~. 

l~o;;o;·)n' :.: :::i\ cbv\\ w:•s In 
rcs~l(Ht~-: lu lC':olimor:y ·gi\·cn 
Sf';>\. ~t; hy \\'hit,' Hnt:~e nit!('! 
Pat:-ic·k l;ut'h::n:~n. lie ;!llec:cd 
.DuchM;;!n ::wdc "~cn•ral ialsc 
nlk!!alion:;' ' ag:1in~l 1PS. · 

n:',~u\·in, 1\im~clf a fv:·mer 
<'hid ('OIIIlSC'i flH' thd ln!Cl'll:l) 

: Hevcnuc ::icrvite, s:dd that in 
· nddition to t!u\·crnmcnl s;t~·in!! 
the institute :1!>-o is cm'l'l~ntly 

·.in clnn~cr of losin.r! its tax.ex­
. ('mpt sutl us from I HS hera usc· 
: its \'icws "difi'l' l' :;harply from I 
t110~c of the (:'\ ixon) admiuis-
tr.,tion." · 

li'S is :1 ll'f(·IPnning puhli<' 
nff:~it'!i ''think tank" notPd for·' 
it:; ~l'hol:n · ly :tlt:u•l;s-c•h il'fl5 
hy l!:ll'll<'l and lhP in~litult''s 
codirc•c·lor, :\l:trt·us Ha:.ldn-on 
lhe Vit'~nam war :•nd U.S. for· 
ci::n poliry. 

Ho::ovin, in his affitl:tvit.j 
rotated th:ll II'S kam••d from :1 
[,1rmc•· Fill inft•rrn::nt, ic!t•nti· 
flrd h\· l:am<'l :1s :\tc•·ritt. that 
"the I·;BI on ~l'\'t•r;d ot:t::t~icllls 
h:ls infiltra:ed ttl'S) ... with I· 
lli!CIIts :111tl inlorntants and 1111! • 
Ill lt•a:;t Ollt' llt'l'asiun joittl'tl! 
wilh a lllf' lll"\'1' or !Itt• lltt'll'n· i 
Jll!lit:lll fllllic·e tlt•parlllll'lll in• 
1111' I hdt 111' duetllllt'lllS 11'11111; 
lhC' lnstilnlc," .. I 

. ~111'\'<'ill:ttlt't' ··i' tbl' ithliltPc• . lll':trrn:!S .. \t·t·m·dll~! lo !c ·. f;. 
· lie :-::tid .\f<• T.tt, at thal lillw, · nwny lt,l' fornt.•·~· \\ l11h' I loii'·C 

dlcl not \\'till I lo lll:l~:l: hh; tli~·' cnun:-:('1 John ''. lk:llt l II. f I,H: 
I · · "('llPinic:;.'' \\ c·n• I u H 

C: O!'UI'(:s ,JIIIIlltl', ,• 
"l>crr\\'l'd" in nu:: wa~· pn•.•.1•i•• 

J.'l\1 <11111 D.C. polit't' h:\\'e \ bv vnrious :tl!l'tll'ic:; of till' f<'d· 
rrfust•ll to t'lllllllH'IIl 1111 .:\kr: · ci·al I!O\'CI'llllll'lll. 
I'll l'!t all<':!at I on~. ! In hi~ nlfid'll'il, Jln;:c,·.-i•! 

i\lrrtlll, ll:II'IH:( .~.tiel, l<old of i nntt'tl that II'S hns hl'r·n 
l'C'Ill(}\'lnt( intt•l'flfll IIH'flln!i and j llltclllt-d hy tlw IllS .. , .. ,.,.,. ~. :1·.·1' 
other drJI'lllllPII(~; fruq1 nn II'!; 1 th<' l'\i-:on nrltnil 1i!.'.ralion l• ... k 
mnll\.Jo>: fo1· the FJH illld D.C. I· offirr," nnd ha:: IJec·n tr.!cl h·:' 
polirc. · lHS thnl ilmay Jo~!' ils l;>~·t·x· 

Ht•J!O\'in. in his affitl:•vit, elnpt. .~!:o!ull. 
wicl IPS hns ":tlsn hren ml-~ \\'hi\(' l!tnt~c aitli• eurh;tnan 
l'ir.t!cl h.\'· a formet· .spt•t·i;JI lwd a llt•::ecl that 11 •s w.1:: 
:Jf!en\ of I he· FBI that I he I" ill' funciNI by lh<' Forti Fntn;•!a· 
hm; impn•pcrJy .~t'C'UI"l'cl the tion and. no:.-ndn ~1i c:. i;;J · 
b:mk rr.eortls of the in!-lilutc plied it hall us<'tl fnt:ndnlittl\ 

'· without the usc of Jcg;ll pruc· money to fund 11 :w·.·:·rl"Lt!'ct 
CS~." • \tnciCI';!I'llltll(l IH~\\'~j>:lf". !'. \It" 

J·•orl\ll'l' a,:!!'nl. \\';Ill, in an ill'· " quicksilver Tim<'~. i;t dc•lalinn I 
lic·lt• in. Tit•.· :\t·w Yorl' He,·il'w i. of it !I l<~x·c•:.:cmpt. s\a\ tl;:. • 
of Bo••ks in .lanunry. l:l71. tolrl [ TIO!_:o\'ill n11cl g;:r:H' l : •. <i: ( 
how ht' him:-.c\[ lwei initiatl~d 1• snici ll:;-~1 ll'S IIP\"l'l" fUIH!· ·r: j 
<Ill inn:sli!!alion of IPS ror the! the (~uir·!;..:ih·c r Till··· ·. ;':!' I! 
FBl nncl hntl t'OJH'lnclccl Llwrc I flwt the only Font l"rr\lnr:;.l ·ron 
W:t!i uolhin:,• to in,·csti~atc . 1 moll('\' lPS rrr·l'i\'('(1 \\'<t=' a ·' 'i.· . . . I . 

AnolhCI' }'BI n;:elll !:Jtcr· l'C•I . 400 gr.11ll in wr;.J for ll;r ?! '::· 
opcn~d th~ 1 PS file. \\'nil said,! cHic purpo~c or r·'•mltH · •n:! 
and ''hrgan monitorin;; !he L semin:rrs on the AIII<IIJCC Ior 
rh<"cking :weounl of the in~\i-; I l?rogrcss. --
tu\~ to c:(•ierinine whC'rC ils 1 
nlC\ney was going." \\'nllndded l 
i.hnt lhc llr;cnt nl!<o obtnincd i pf!:; ~ ~ 
tE>lt-phone rN·ords on IPS and! . _ .-~~ 'Xr-

1
,.;;;-.· -·· / 

attempted to place inform:11\ls i . -, ~i '· . () 
;J.~ student inlcrns in !he .insti- : l.t:< . <' ••• ~ .. :'\ • • r ((!.r.J' 
tutc. IIo:! snid the nn :11!:0 in-1 ·-. , ... -· ;·. f{ ·• <"-"J If) (",a r~ .. -"6 ' 
vcsligatccl people who worked! ~ • l r·~ I I ..A'~i] . ""' ,. 
for or received .money from 1' /j-..1··> f.., 1·"" ff"- · .r 1 ,.. 

,. ... IJ -v·_... 
IPS. ' ~-\'t--. .l . f"-""' t j~ 

Barnet said th:~t Wall lws I I i 

·• J!ivcn TI'S a sworn afficln\·it! fl...;J ! · 
· dr~crihing thc~c F13I actions 1 f .. 
ag:llnst IPS. . 1 

In his nfflchwlt, Hogo\·in · 
snicl IPS also hnd cviclcncc or 
elrct ronic sul'vcillnncc.. and 

• !Jr('aking and (•n!crin.':! di­
rected n!!ninst 1PS. Ual'ncl 
Mid the "inslituic hnd hren 
broken JlllO Oil IIUill\'l'OilS OCCII· 
alon!l. .. .. _ •. :··. . 

"':' 
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t~"o Lift Cuiidin oil Undercover WiJ'ik 
~ 

' . 
Tell of Successes~ Failures as Infiltrators of Antiwar GrouRs,·. 

· . C...;.( Their disclosures also m;o~ · 
By Paul W. Valentme· viCle some glimiise of the th~ug!l the~· bot~. cQn~uc:;,.ted 
Washington Post start Writer contrasting kinds of people survelll.ance. of anuwar dem-

Two men who infiltrated lthe FBI uses for informants. onstrations m 1970 and 1971 
the antiwar movement here The two men are: and then almost simultane· 

ifor the FBI and D.C. police • Earl Robert rvrerritt tim- ously penetrated the Insti- : : 
from 1970 through 1972 have icl, 29.year-old, small-town tute for Policy Stud!es t: 

- described their operations, \Vest Virginian who never (IPS), a governmental pohcy 
parting the curtain momen- · research organization here . 

.. tarily on the tangled world finished high school and · Merritt worked first for 
of the political undercover says he "didn't even know the police department and 

·.informant. what a Weatherman was" hthen the FBI, each time on 
In interviews with The !until FBI agents told him. a salaried basis, he says. 

Washington Post, they de- He is a self-described homo- Barrett, "working more as 
tailed their successes, fail- sexual. a volunteer than anything' 
ures, a few absurdities, but • J.A. Barrett, a beefy, ag- else," he says, was utilized 
most of all the personal con- gressive, 36-year old urban thY. the . FBI ohly and was 
fusion, ambivalence and ag- Irish Catholic ethnic with a · pa1d expenses but no salary. 
ony they said they endured one-time penchant for vio· Merritt's identity was first 
in doing such work for the Ience who saw the police- divulged by the Daily Rag, a 
country. · radical street clashes of the small activist community 

:Much of their' work, they antiwar movement as a newspaper here .that pub-
said, was superficial and pe- "cultural war between work- lished a carefully worded in·· 
ripheral, and in the long run ing class grunts . . . and terview with ::\Ierritt in its 
they provided little they spoiled upper class wASP Oct·. 5-12 issue. The text had 

!. cot!ld judge as being of real and Jewish kids." first been cleared and ap-
. consequence. . Each informa~t said he . proved ~Y Merritt's attor-
f -fThe FBI~ in keeping· with was caught in a web of fi- ne~, Rav1d., B. Isb~~ of th_e 
1Y~le·~0!10r~d tradi~ion.~ doe;~ nancial or political circum- : \\rashindton law firm of Cov-
~ not officially acknowledge · stance compelling him to · tngtot~ & BUrling .. ,_ ' · _., 
{ that either ntan worked for continue covert ~m,:eil- : Shy, hesitant, baby-faced, 
~ the agency. But it has been lance of people and mstltu· :Merritt agreed to a subse-
~- independently determined tions long after his original quent interview by 'l'he Post 
l: that both were utilized as zeal to do so had ceased. 'but only in the presence of 
~ fstreet-level FBI informants Each says he did not know his attorney. 
~ -one on a $50-lo-575-a-wcck the Qth!'l· wru; '\~over In contrast. Barrett spoke . 
~- salaried basis, the other pri- operative at the time, freely with this reporter in t 
· marily as a volunteer on an 'CL "2. both formal and informal 

expenses-only basis. One· ~0 C'~~-~ ;\:J 1·otwersations dul'ing the 
man also worked for the ~ . ,,9; ;v . t(('>. iast severnl months. His 
D.C. police department. \::1 • c.p>' \. r>.V · ·identity has not been previ-

Many of their alleged acts {ft) Q0 \;{i ous}y a:~leted. · ...... ' ' -· 
· of surveillance could not be ~ ~~~ r,f 

· .. 
The Washington Post (~_~ 1 
,._Times Herald __ ....;....:-:;..._.._ __ _ 

',l'he Evening Star (Washington) _ 

:The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) ----
Sunday News <New York)---

New York Post-------
The New York Times----­

The Daily World-------

The New Lender-------

People's World -------

Date ~N~O;;--;V =2 6=1~97~3~ 
'«#'"' i*:Oe:e~t:;:t ~ r:r-tfLjlf:WIS; 1. 

r22 DEC //1973 <~1 
- ,._ J 

corroborated, but sources ~ • v 17 ... . 
fwithin the FBI confirmed x..p _, ~ /'1 D <:-(, }~UI/I.J 
that details of pay arrange- u "i' 

· ments and other transac- •· ~~~ .xt~ "7 
·: ftionswiththc .J.t'BI~. ~.-·~d . . ~ ·-- / 
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"¥-Y ~otto was _ _'let'~ rip 
'Em off a1id do sonmthmg to 
'em ' " savs Barrett recall­
ing' bow· he first 'entered 
antiwar demonstrations here· 
.in the late 1960s as a free­
lance observer and occa­
sional street fighter· who 
would trip, punch and jab 
demonstrators during me­
~ees with the police. It was a 
habit he took with him 

flwhen he joined the· FBI in­
Vormant ranks in 1970, but 
he says he has since repdi­
ated it. 
: "At first, !-thought my an­
tagonism toward the left 
was an ideological one," 

· ~arrett said, "but now I know 
it was cultural. 
: "I'm working-class lr is li 

· Catholic . . . These. upper 
class WASP and Jewish kids 
of the new left were the 
sons and daughters of the 
people charging me 36 per 
cent on a -loan . . . They 
owned the slums and the 
tenements. They paid only 
$1.25 an hour for hard work. 
: "Those kids really held u~ 

· ~n contempt--us, the work­
mg class slobs, the beer 
~ripkers, the hard hats, the 
pigs, the grunts-the people 
\Yhp fight the wars and po­
lice the streets of this coun­
t.ry, who keep_ the nation 
moving while they piddle 
~ound with their intellectu­
alism." 
; Thus, said Barrett, when 
he became an informant, "I 
}fad joined the army of the 
Lord." 
~ Three years later, Barrett, 
t~.~; one-time GDP ward­
·heeler in 1\'Ial'yland and 
~ard-nosed Young Ameri­
ca!ls for Freedom (YAF) ac­
.tJvist, is not so sure. Three 
Ye}lrs in the trenches with 
the new left had taken a cer­
tai;u toll. 
; ''I had a hell of a time 

knowing where I began and 
\\·here my role ended," he 
a~id. "I was very confused. 

: "I knew I was no longer a 
YAFer, but I didn't want to 
g_et into the left culture.~i-
thet'. · ' " ~' ' 

~ .. -.... ' _,. 

~·~ .-·---r: .. ..... ,~~·~~~w:-
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: ~I ~elt 1 was l?;ing . on~ a 
jmbgle ISland surrounded by 
fever swamps recovering 
from the withdrawal symp­
toms of a true believer." 
· He said, "When I started 

I' could give you an operat: 
ing definition of 'right' and 
'Ieft,' but there's no way in 
God's world I could do, it 
now." 
· Barrett still has not re-

solved questions about 
~/whether current FBI sur­
veillance practices are mor­
ally correct. 

"If the government hears 
tl1at a group is trying to 
blow up the Capitol or kill 

I the President," he said "it 
·has a right to find out 'if it 
is true and stop it throu<>h 
surveillance ... But if th~v I 
find out it is not tr~e, ho\v 
do you pull 'em back? How 
do you keep surveillance 
within limits? That's the 

•problem, as I see it. Once 
the surveillance ball starts 
rolling, it's hard to stop it." 

Because so many police­
men and other law enforce­
ment officers are "workin·" 
class ethnics" with a heavy 
infusion of Catholic conserv­
atism, they are naturally an­
tagonistic toward the "smart 
middle-class airs" of the 
new left, Barrett said. 

IHe described the FBI as a 
"bunclr of Fordham boys 
watching Harvard boys." 

While Barrett perceives 
himself as a person strua. 
gling to comprehend the cui-

. tural gap between the rigbt 
and the left, Merritt said his 
fundamental lack of educa­
tion in the realm bf politics 
of either the left or the 
right made it diffic>ult for i\ 
him to penetrate the anti-
war movement with any real 
activist credibility. 

Uninitiated in radical left 
1irerature or rhetoric, he 
was unable to participate in 
political discussions and 
never tried to insinuate him­
self into the mo,·ement's ad­
mi_nistrative hierarchy, de­
Spite police re~at he 
do str.'inn,1rld. '' 

. _....,.,.._ 
Page 62 

·~ut. the!e ~J:rr.., " otl:ler 
people tlfere, too, who were 
just as naive and ignorant 
as I was," he said, "so I 
didn't stick out like a sore 
thumb." 

Merritt first entered the 
world of undercover surveil­
lance when he was recruited 
by the Washington police 
department to do criminal 
narcotics work in the Du­
pont Circle area in mid-1970. 

·With the build-up in prep­
arations for the massive an­
tiwar Mayday protests the 
following spring, however, 
he was switched to the po­
lice intelligence division. He 
was assigned the code name 
"Butch" and control number 
16. 

·The police department 
confirmed his identity but, 
~ike the FBT. would not clis­
!'USS details of his job. 

l\Ierritt said police intelli-
·l" ~ .- •• 

gc~erl tecflliters specifically 
sought him because they · 
wanted a "white gay male" 
to cultivate antiwar gay ac­
tivist Jack Davis who · was 
r~puted to be organization­
a1}y close to Rennie Davis 
(no relation), longtime war 
protester and a chief archi· 
tect of the planned Mayday 
disruptions. 

But 1\'Ierritt did not get 
far. "I tried to get close to 
both of them," he said, "but . 
just impossible . . . They 
were too busy moving 
around," and he relayed no 
important information on ei· 
ther of the Davises to police. · 

Soft spoken and clean- sha-
.ven with short red hair, 
Merritt said he tried to 
blend into the antiwar 
crowd at organizational 
meetings by playing the role 
of "just another activist." 

Paddling about from one 
antiwar office to another in 
downtown Washington, he 
said, he did odd jobs as a 
"volunteer" while noting au· 
tomobile tag numbers and 
the names and addresses of 
activists and phoning them 
in regl!l.nr~ to the ~ in-

-telhgence ivisi~~ -

The police "asked me to 
joi'li t'n& '(r\'layday-) 'iimrs1tal 
training, too," he said, "but 
I couldn't get into it .... I 
was too spread out." 

As the tempo of surveil­
lance increased in the weeks 
just before Mayday, "I was 
asked to call in (to 
intelligence) every hour ... 
I called in up to 16 times on 
Mayday itself,'' giving first 
hand street reports of activ­
ity. 

The Mayday protest ac­
tion-which triggered the 
arrest of more than 12,000 
persons, along with inten­
sive ban·ages of police tear 
gas ·and the brief occupation 
of portions of the city by 
federal troops-also brought 
on what Mer.ritt says was 
his first disillusionment 
with the law enforcement 
establishment. 

The. mass arrests and 
what he described as brutal­
ity by police "disgusted me," 
Merritt said,. and he began 
questioning police proce­
dures, including intelligence 
gathering. · 

Heretofore, he -said, he 
had believed police surveil­
lance "was the right thing to 
do because I believed (the 
antiwar movement) was a 
communist attempt to over­
throw the government." 

·Now his perspective was 
changing, he said. 

Though he wanted ·to ex­
tricate himself from infor- · 
mant work, he said, there 
also ''was the matter of 
some (bad) checks" he had 
written earlier in \Vest Vir­
ginia and he feared the po­
lice might threaten him 
with arrest for the checks if 
he stopped working for 
them. 

So he continued ou the 
police pa~:roll, he . says, 
drawing $50 a week salary 
plus expenses of $25 to $35 a ~~ 
week. 

He went through a 
"limbo" period for the next f 
two months as antiwar f 
str(',et nctiyj,t}' dwindled af- tl 
"ter Mayday, he s"<ilu;'""--' ._ ~ 

__ J 
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· Then on July 16, 1971, he 
saic1, the intellig'enU di'vi­
sion asked him to 
"concentrate" on the Insti­
tute for Policy Studies at 
1520 New Hampshire Ave. 
NW. 

"I didn't even know what 
it was," he said. "They told 
me it was a communist 
think tank." 

(The IPS, a frequent tar­
get of criticism by conserva­
tive political figures is de­
scl·ibed by its co-directors 
Marcus Raskin and Richard 
J. Bal'llet as an independent 

.center for research and edu­
cation in alternative con-
c~pts !Jf public policy in 
S!Jch areas as foreign aid 

·education, military budcret' 
d h . 0 ' an ealth serviCes. The pri-· 

vately funded institute sup­
ports 17 full-time fellows 
and a research staff of 
about 50 persons.) 

Merritt said police inter­
est in IPS was apparently 
whetted by announcement 
that a series of weekly 
Marxism-anarchism semi­
nars were to be held there 

.led •by Marxist schola1: · 
Alfred Henley ·and Karl 
Hess, one-time Goldwater 
speech writer turned an­
archist theoretician and ex­
aminer of alternative life 
styles. . 
· "My job was to go to the 
classes and count how many · 
people were there," Jl.'lerritt 
said. . 

In addition to any names· 
~e could obtain, he said, po­
llee asked him for an attend­
ance breakdown as to males 
and females, blacks and 
whites, "Jews, Germans and 
people of eastern European 
extraction." 

He said, "I was told to 
look for Europeans in look 
and dress ... They told me 
to look for certain clothing 
styles (and) physical appear· 
ances, like high cheek 
bones. High cheek bones 
were supposed to be Ger­
man or Russi:m or some­
thing ... Yes, accents, too. I 
was supposed to report for· 
eign accents." 

He said he told police that 
"most people at IPS we're 
Jewish." Asked how he dis· 

, tingui~lled Jews from non· 
Jews. l ... said hc_._gO\Ilri do it 

(j 
oe 

.r'vagu._ety,"then added that 
his police r mentOt.:>,' ' in"' a 
rather facetious manner, 
used Arthur Waskow as a 
comparison model." 

Waskow, a hefty bearded 
man, is an IPS fellow and 
veteran activist in antiwar 
and Jewish affairs here. 

In addition to monitoring 
the Marxism-anarchism sem­
inars, Merritt said, police 
asked him to seek a job as a 
research assistant ·to one of 
the IPS fellows. 

Merritt voiced concern 
that he was not education­
ally equipped for such a 
role. 

"I questioned my ability 
tq do it,'' he said, "but "the 
police seemed to think it 

. would be (the job of) a glori­
fied errand boy.'' 

Half heartcdly, he said, he 
·applied· for the job but 
never got , it. 

In the meantime, Merritt 
was "terminated" by the po· 
lice department (the wave 
of dramatic antiwar street 
demonstrations had subsided 
by mid·1971, he said, and 
the intelligence division was 
running out of money to 
pay informants). 

With the recommendation 
of his police superiors, he 
was hired by the Washing-

1ton field office of the FBI at 
$50 to S75 a week and con­
tinued his work at the IPS. 

He was by this time so 
disillusioned with the law 
enforcement establishment, 
he said, that he was deliber­
ately cutting down on the 
amount of information he 
reported. He said he main­
tained the guise of the in­
former, however, because "I 
needed the money" and be­
cause of the continuing pos­
sible threat of arrest for the 
checks in West Virginia. 

hlis FBI control agents ad­
ditionally instructed him, he 
said, to watch for "Weather 
fugitives" entering the IPS, 
a reference to a dozen re­
puted members of the vio­
lent underground Weather· 
man organization wanted in 
connection with the bom­
bing of numerous public 
buildings, inclu~~ap· 
ito'l, trl1'oughout ~he nation. 

---·-- -~. ')--;--~-- -·-- - - · .. 

\~ 

,~>fg.,.riti .said ~.e ~:eno,;ted 
no Weather people entering 
the IPS and in fact told 
Jack Davis, alleged by po· 
lice to have above-ground 
contact with the Weather or­
ganization, about what he 
was doing. 

I 
Likewise, Barrett said the 

FBI asked him to watch for 
"couriers" at IPS delivering 
money to Weather fugitives. 
Supplied with photographs 
of six or seven suspected . 
couriers, BarrHt said · he 
sighted one and reported his 
presence immediately. He 

I 
said he does not know if the 
FBI took any action. 

Merritt says he became so · 
distraught with his -- IPS 
work that by September, 
1971, he told Robert E. Herz· 
stein, an IPS board member 
and attorney in the firm o! 
Arnold & Porter about it, 

I and in December, 1971, 
made a similar confession to 
Arthur Waskow. 

Yet, for another six 
months, until June, 1972, he 
continued calling in low­

, I grade intelligence reports to 
the FBI field office, he said. 

When he could stand it no 
longer, he said, he deliber­
·ately falsified a report on 
Jack Davis' whereabouts. 

WBI field agents quickly de-
, · termined through other in­

formants that the report 
was incorrect, Merritt said, 
and he was fired. 

He has since tried to drop 
out of sight, refusing to di· 

, vulge his home address or 
' place of employment. 

Barrett says he was first 
jutilized b~r the FBI in the 
spring of 1970, after he and 
a companion offered the 
agency some film they had 
taken or street demonstra­
tions in Washington. 

Thereafter, he said, he 
monitored. demonstrations 
regularly, phoning in street 
actions and plans to the 
field office. He also contin­
ued to s\loot moving film of 
demonstrators and was 
reimburs·e for his camera 
co!; s, e said. • _,. 

He s,aid h.e was also aske{l 
to '«check ~out" ~~~rf' Hds 
who by 1970 had turned 
away !rom Goldwater con· 
~ervabsm and became active 
1!1-. the. antiwar movement, 
hvmg Ill a houseboat colony 
off Buzzard Point in South­
west Washington. 

"They wanted to know 
what he was doing " Barrett 
said. "There were 1:umors he 
was messing with some 
pretty heavy people." 

B_arrett pursued Hess spo­
radically at first and did not 
begin to "zero in" on him 
u~til the summer of 1971, he 
smd, when Hess and Henley 
began their Marxism-anar­
chism seminar at IPS. 

Though· he devoted most 
of his time to Hess, Barrett 
says he circulated generally 
through IPS, .coming · to 
know many of its research 
f~llows, exchanging political 
Y,Iews. ·· .. with them and 

Playmg the role of resident 
redneck.'' 

"I even joked about the 
fact that I was an infor· 
mant,'' he said. "I refused to 
play the game of beintr svm­
pathetic to the new left. I 
spoke and acted cxactlv the 
way I felt ... T!1e only thing 
was thev di,dn' r.:e!l!Y. k],OW 



I 

th~t L was.. in fact an infor-
mant.'' ~-- ·~ 

Hess recalls Barrett as a 
~·very . thoughtful, smart 
guy" who liked to write and 
who "made some rea~ly inci­
sive criticisms of the new· 
left's misunderstanding of 
the right in America." 

Barrett for his part said 
he never observed Hess do· 
ing anything worth report-
ing to the FBI. ' 

In fact, he said, 
"everything I saw at IPS 
was completely legitimate. 
They (IPS research fellows) 
probably won't like it, but 
their operation there, with 
its emphasis on individual 
decisions and decentraliza­
tion of power, reminds me 
of a sort of 1948 Robert Taft 
workshop." · 

In addition to monitoring 
Hess t>.nd the presence of 
Weather •·couriers at IPS, 
Barrett sa~~ he attempted to 
d((termine .if any of the se­
cret Pentngon papers di­
v~lged .by antiwar activist 
Daniel· Ellsberg had been 
copied at IPS. He said he 
was also asked to find out 
details about a "delegation" 
of IPS ·members going to 

'·Paris in 1972 to meet with 
. the .f!anoi ·entourage at the 
Vietnam oeace talks. 

He said he found no evi­
dence that the Pentagon . pa­
pers were copied at IPS and 
determin~d only the 
"approximate departure 
times" of two IPS flights to 
Paris. . · 

(IPS co-director Raskin 
says only he and fellow co­
director Barnet went to 
:Paris ea.;h on separate 

·.flights and each "primarilY 
on a journalistic assign­
menf' for major U.S. news- · 
papers. He said they met 
and talkeri with both the Ha­
noi and National Liberation 

· Front (NLF) delegations in 
thal.&cnculetion.) .~ 

Barrett says his de,.jsi,qn 
to~ qu1£ lllformant work oc· 
curred at the 1972 Republi­
can National Convention in 
Miami Beach where he had 
volunteerE-d to film demon­
strations a!ld monitor street 

\
actions fer the FBI. 

During the last night of 
the convention when police 
and demunstrators clashed 
violently and tear gas was 
sprayej into the crowds, "I 
saw thi.s VVA W (Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War) 

·guy on Ct'Utches who had 
.stumbled down and couldn't 
get out of the gas . . . I 
'picked hirn up and carried 
him as fa1· as I could. I've 
got a lot of respect for most 
of those VV A W PP...QD!e r 

":-' . ·. 1'11ey've paid their 
d1~s:: ~~h¥ shoulq.._!l}ey 11,et 
thi.5 t~wtwent ju~t fCir PJ.:O· 
testing ~he government, 
when it'3 the spoiled kids 
from Yale and Harvard that 

· set off the police? It wasn't 
the vets. 'l'heY're a very dis­
ciplined group." 

Barrett stressed that he 
always maintained his inde­
.pendence from the FBI be­
cause "I was never salaried 
like some of these . other 
guys. I wanted it that way." 

In interviews, Barrett re­
fused to specify his control 
agents, his code name or de­
tails of his financial ar­
rangements. 

Unlilce Merritt, Barrett 
fsays his FBI superio_rs ex­
plicitly in!'tructed him not 
to Violat~ anY laws or insti­
gate sabotage or violence.· 

. '!hough he acknowledges 
ripping down Vietcong flags 
and "pun\!hing out a few 
people'' dming street dem­
onstrations, the actions were 
not requested or sanctioned 
by his bo~~es. he said. ' 

On the other hand, :Mer-
\ritt said his FBI control 
agents encouraged him "to 
take anything" from the 
IPS "but they would never 
say' exnc~ly what or how. 
They would never be spe­
cific , 0,11 .. so~ep\i:_!!Z. like 
thal." ' - .~..A 

- He acknowledged stealing 
ml"e paPP.r' bag ftRelt'-wlth 
mail from JPS and giving it 
to D.C. police. He also says 
he broke into the Commu­
nity Bookshop, 2028 P St. 
NW, in hte lVIay, 1971, at po­
lice suggestion and stole a 
quantitY ot antiwar petitions 
containing names and ad­
dresses of activists and sup­
porters. 

In add!tion, he said he 
fashioned three false identi­
fication dt)cuments using an 
alias. One was a Social Secu­
rity card which he said he 
fashioned before becoming a 
police informant. The other 
two w.P.re a draft card and a 
D.C. · public library card 
made at the request of po­
lice, he snid. 

Merrltt ~aid he also en­
gaged in disruption and sab­
otage during street demon­
strations. The actions in­
cludt)d ~iving Protesters 
false iuformation about 
places and _times of demon­
strations .:~nd yanking the 
wires and tubes from two 
sound sys~~ms at the May­
day encampment in West 
Potom~c Park in early 1\'Iay, 
1971. . 

Such i$ the varied life of 
the ·political informant. 

"Who kpows?" says Bar­
rett with a brief laugh. "I 
might sti!l be with the; 

J<FBI), throwing up some 
kind of smokescreen right 
now to obscure some other 
'ni~g., You •. neve~ Ri'ipw.-

.7 ·~: 
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To ansvH~r the Director's ·· q_uestion of Nr. f•liller.J · · ';'"-\ 
11 an~ untruths in this story?" referring to a 1!\'lashington \ i 
Post 11 ne\'TSpapel· story by staff i·lriter Faul 1:i. Valentine, " ~ i 
which appeared in the 11/26/73 editio0 of the !l':lashington ~~ 
Post 11 and v1hich dealt i•Tith statements m.ade by captioned · 
individuals to the 11 \'/ashington Post.n 

BACKGROIDID: 

In the ai'ticle referred to above, ca-ptioned 
individuals aclmo':iledged their roles as informants for ~ne 
Wa~hington Field Office (WFO) of the FBI and outlined a 
number of their activities as informants, including tarGets 
assigned to them, methods of payment for their \·TOr1<: and 
reasons v:hy they ceased their informant activities. A copy 
of this article is attached. 
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. Earl Robert r·,!errj_ tt, Jr• ~, who is mentioned in the 
article, vms a criminal informant of UFO fro:n 10/71 until he 
''laS discontinued in 6/72. l--1erritt i·:as targeted against the 
Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) after it was learned some 
or the \·leatherman fu,r;i t'i ves reportedly had vici ted IPS • 

. ~ !11erritt, Hho is a self-admitted homosexual, uas discontinued 

. · ~: ~n . i~f~~~~'~t after ~t wa~> determined he, .. ~~:s u~~c~7 __ ~.b~~~~ J i~) ~ 
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· IPS, \·lhich is r.:entioned in the article, ,.;as the 
subject of a prelir:1inary i:1quiry by the FBI in 11/68 . 
after infor~aticn was received indicatinG a possible ~onnection 
between I?S and SDS. The investigation was expanded in 1971 
after it \·l8.S deterwined that I?S planned to enbar1< on a five year 
plan for the radical reconstruction of Anerican society and 
had circulated to radical c...roups around the country a docur:;ent 
calling for brigades to descend on Washinston, D.c., and close 
do\m Governnent acencies. The current investiGation of I?S 
is directed toi·mrd t!;ose areas in '\·:hich violations of Federal 
statutes may be developed in view of the activities of IPS 
personnel involv~n; the ~iddle East and the Arabs, 
North and South Viet::a1:1, ':'an::n.nia and the ?an-African .t!ovement and 
contacts with subversive orGanizations and individuals in the 
United States. 

2 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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\ .; --Memorandum to Hr. E. s. Hiller 
RE: Earl Robert 1·1crr1tt, Jr. 

137-28143 

OBSERVATIOHS: -

\ 
J 

·" e 

In ans,·Ier to 1·'b:>. Kelley's question "any untruths 
in this story? 

11 
the follo;·ring should be noted: 

. 1-1erri tt 
1 
s claio of having performed illegal 

. acts for the FBI has been denied by the Specia~ A(;ents 1·1ho dil"'ected him. 

11erritt 
1 
s claim that ·he v1as hired. by vlFO at $50 

to $75 a week is inaccurate. He was paid, on a c.o.d. basis, 
,in varied ar.wunts betHeen 820 and 880 ''ihich 11ere uaid on 
Various dates tlm to five times pe:P mOn.th beginnii1g in 10/71 
and ending in 5/72 ~or a total amount of $1,5700 

RECOi·IT-IEND,'\TION: -

... . , .. 

. · ·None. This is 
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Co:np. Sy&t. _ 

!:xt. AHolrs _ 

Files & Com._ 
Gon.lnv. __ 
lclont. __ _ 

Jnspoction _ 
lntoll. __ 

FROM . F. s. Putman,y ~.~- .,t-'(.fl\ 
1 - Mr. J. R. Hagy Loborotory _ 

Pion. & E•ol. _ 

Spec.lnv._ 
Training __ . . <::> 

SUBJECT: ..-UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; MA RCUS_I:.f.\.-SKIN ~rn;> ___ THE •trtt _...- Legal Coun. --

Vgn:n;'I'I]~_X9.~.-J?9J-,ICJ . S.J'.UPP~_§_,- VICTIMS rJ':-'!t.'f)J:.i;s ~::::~:";e~·:·-= 

i
1 ) CONSPIRACY AGAINST RIGHTS . · /J~NN r ,d ,f. 
r__J CIVIL RIGHTS \ d~~ . V · J!)t!J5~f!!'··•... i 

- l ~i&/ -rp~ :r;/1 
. By memorandum 12/3/73, Watergate Spe~ial Prosecut\~:: '. "'; , 

Force (WSPF) hns reque:ted Bureau arrange for interview of ~Y f: 
Special Agents Terry O'Connor and William Tucker of the . ' · f 
Washington Field Office (WFO}-:}relative to allegations made con-· SJ .j 
cerning them by Earl Robert ~rri tt, a discontinued WFO informant. ~' i . -- i 
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~f 
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On 12/7/73, SA J. R. Hagy, Intelligence Division, 
spoke with Fra.nl~ ?r!artin, WSPF, who prepared WSPF request. 
Purpose'of contact was to determine whether Martin was aware 
of recent investigation conducted by the Bureau in captioned 
matter at the request of the Civil Rights Division (CRD), 
Departrilent of Justice, and to ascertain, if possible 1 the 
of the allegations made by Merritt. 

z·, t 
Martin said he understood the CP.D had received -·. 

o· Bureau report in captioned matter dated 8/8/73 and thnt he w 
-1' had made some effort to contact the CRD concerning this r.mtter G: 

but that he had never actually spoken with anyone in the enD ~ 
relative to it. He admitted he was not aware of Departmental .::r: 
·letter dated 10/17/73 (which requested Bureau conduct additional~· 
investigation based on information contained in Bureau report ~· 
8/8/73), nor was he aware of Bureau's response to this requ2st, o: 
contained · in LHM dated 11/16/73. It was then pointed out te 
Martin that his request to interview the two WFO Agents 1nvolvcd 
a current, ongoing investigation being handled by the CRD, nnd 
th~t a review of CRD files in this matter could possibly provide 
him with the Jesired.:i.nformation. Martin stated that he vlould 
contact the.'·C;ID concerning this matter but that the allegations 
referred to ·in i'!SPF communication consisted of.,!±:r-~J:rt.~~·~ .. "" . ' 

JRH:jcp 
(6) 

r. 

51 DE'c 2 71973 1 ~ I 
·v 
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Memorandum to Mr. w. R. Vlannall 
Re: Unl>;:nown Subjects; Marcus Raskin and 
the Institute for Policy Studies-Victims 

• . 

provided directly to the WSPF by Merritt who he said was 
publicly identified as a former informant for the FBI. 
Martin said he was aware of the.FD-302's prepared by SAs 
Tucker and O'Connor relative to their l>:nowledge of Merritt's 
activities as an informant and that he did not feel. these 
~D-302's covered the current allegations. 

At this point, Martin was asked point blank what 
these "new allegations" consisted of, and whether the CHD, 
which has been handling this case, was aware of them. Martin 
replied that the use of the word "allegation" in the WSPF · 
letter had perhaps been a mistake as it was· quite'~tron~' but 
that the new information centered around a claim made by Merritt 
that the FBI had received stolen mail from Merritt knowing 
it tp be:.stolen. In this· regard, Merritt claims that he 'took 
mail from the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS), Washington, 
D. c., turned it over to one of the two WFO Agents, who later 
returned it to l\Ierritt with instructions to return it to the 
IPS office. Martin stated Merritt had furnished WSPF with 
additional information and allegations concerning the FBI but 
that after looking into Merritt's background and considering 

. the information, that he, Martin, did not feel that this 
additional information had any .merit whatsoever. He said he 
could not, however, permit the charge .of receivine; stolen mail 
to· "lay in his files," and that it was for this reason he· 
desired to interview SAs O'Connor and Tucker. 

It wa~ then pointed out to Martin that FD-302 dated 
6/28/73, prepared by SAs Tucker and -O'Connor noted receipt 
from Merritt on one Qccasion of an envelope containing some 
material which Merritt explained had come from the trash at 
IPS. Although the Agents did not closely examine all of the 
material, it did appear to be trasho No inventory was made of 
all the items and the material was returned to Merritt as soon 
as he could again be contacted at which time he was told that 
·if the material belonged in the trash Lt IPS, that is where it 
should be placed. Merritt was also told &gain as he had b~fore 
that the FBI never wanted him to obtain such materials from the 

.IPS and that the only other materials provided by Merritt from 
IPS were leaflets intended for the public. 

! 
! 

.. 
·CONTINUED Ov"ER 

-2-
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·- ' Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall 
Re: Unknown Subjects; Marcus Raskin and 
the Institute for Policy Studies-Victims 

·---· · 

Martin said he was aware of this FD-302 and its 
contents but that he continued to feel the necessity of 
interviewing SAs Tucker and O'Connor relative to Merritt's 
claim. He stated, however, that he was not in any rush to 
interview the Agents, since he desired to review the CRD 
file in this matter prior to such interview •. At this point 
the conversation was terminated. 

It should be noted that at one point during the 
conversation, Martin commented that, "It~s not a place where 
our.jurisdiction is very strong, ~' (apparently referring to 
WSPF investigation of Merritt's latest allegations) but that 
the WSPF did have some standing in the . matter since the 
incident "could" have arisen from pressure exerted by The 
White House. 

ACTION: 

For information and utilization in preparing response 
to WSPF memorandum 12/3/73, to be handled by Section IS-2, 
Intelligence Division. 

-3-
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Dcp.·A.D.-Inv._ f 
A~. sst. 1 ii t. : 
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fEOEMl BURtAU. OF. INVESTIGATiO~ 

C..O.MMUNICAT.IONS SECTION 
NR02 5 \tJF' CODED 

Comp ·8yst. _ 
· Ext. ,\ f.f,• ir.s __ 

I NOV'; 0 '1974 
,;1050 PC1 NITELJ6VE~BER 20, 1974 WWC ~ 

•TO: 7IRE !OR, FBI (137-28143) ~b~ 

Fil~s & Com. -~ 
Gen. lnv. --~! 
I dent. . . H-}(tf!:c i 
InspcctJ .:.n II."' 
Intel!. . 'if1'1 
Labora:. ;-y . "--.!..!. . 
Plan. &. Eval. _ • . 
Spec. h· ·:. ___ : · 
Tt~·ining -- ·- ; 

Legal Coun. _ 1 l: 

Telephone nm. - ri I 

7 S , WFO 

( 

':.•• 

' Direct.ot S ··!!'·v --j ~ 

117;, A_) . " ,t;-;-, '1 ........... 
ATTENTION: b L. S~ACKELFORD, IS-2 SECTION 

• , /( 1 • ~ r_cy/)6f!-{._-tp'-'~-.J..., 
I !u 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT, C 7£ §_ IF OJ 

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL INSTANT DATE. 

MERRITT WAS OPERATED AS A CRIMINAL INFORMANT BY SA 

/ .,t(\4).- /{,,fi .dlf.l w·v;·{ ( ~ ''l ··;/ 
TERRY L O'CONNOR ~ROM OCTOBER 1, 1971, UNTIL JUNE 1, 1972. 

HE WAS DISCONTINUED WHEN IT WAS DETERMINED HE HAD NOT 

FURNISHED TRUTHFUL OR ACCURATE INFORMATION REGARDING JOHN 

RANKIN DAVIS, AKA JACK DAVIS. 

MERRITT WAS TARGETED AGAINST DAVIS BECAUSE DAVIS HAD 

BEEN ACTIVE IN MAY DAY PREPARATIONS, WAS A SUSPECT IN 

CAPBOt1, WAS ACQUAINTED WITH OTHER CAPBOr~ SUSPECTS, AND HAD 

KNO~JLEDGE REGARDING SOME WEATHF~GS A~D vJEATH~UG s~:PO RT 'J :: •"'~\ -I~-

PEOPLE. . E.X-1 05 . REt-~ I J 7 ~ "" '8/ 'f ~ -:;Jk,' ,-~ : . 
SPECIAL AGENTS O'CONNOR AND \HLLIAM T. TUCKER, THE · · ""<•\' ~ -~·.; 

ALTERNATE AGENT, CATEGORICALLY DENY THAT DAVIS WAS EVER THE 

SUBJECT OF A COUNTER- INTELLIGENCE PROJECT 0 R THAT MERRITT 

WAS TARGETED TO PARTICIPATE IN A COINTEL PROGRAM. 

..... ~ -"-: .. ~ ... . ~~ : .... •:-....... 
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THE AGENTS WERE AWARE IT WAS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT BOTH 

DAVIS AND MERRITT WERE HOMOSEXUALS, BUT BOTH ABSOLUTELY DENY 

INSTRUCTING MERRITT TO BECOME INTIMATE WITH DAVIS. BECAUSE 
1_f:lJ,.. ~ · .~ .. ~ ":.l··. -

MERRITT vJAS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN 'A F'OR~1ER ASSOCIATE OF' DAVIS, 

HE WAS REQUESTED TO RENEW THAT FRIENDSHIP. MERRITT AGREED 

WITHOUT HESITAT IO~, AND ACTUALLY VOLUNTEERED THAT WHILE HE 
, 

· WOULD RENEW THEIR ASS::CIATION, THERE WAS NO POSSIBILITY OF' 

AN INTIMATE RELAT JpNSHIP BECAUSE HE DID NOT FIND DAVIS 

PHYSICALLY ATTRACTIVE. HE ALSO VOLUNTEERED THAT THEY HAD . .. . . 
NEVER BEEN INTIMATE, AND THAT THEY NEVER COULD BE • 

. BOTH SPECIAL AGENTS O'CONNOR AND TUCKER CATEGORICALLY 

DENY MERRITT WAS EVER INSTRUCTED TO MAKE PHONE CALLS TO · 

FRIENDS OR EMPLOYERS OF DAVIS TO MAKE ACCUSATI~NS OF' ANY 

NATURE AGAINST HIM. FILES WILL REFLECT THAT DAVIS'S EMPLOYMENT 

AT THE CLUB EAST II SAUNA BATH, INCORPORATED, CA HOMOSEXUAL 

ESTAB~ISHMENT) WAS TERMINATED, BUT THE REASON FOR THAT 

TERMINATION IS NOT KNOWN. 

DETA !LED INFORMATION FURNISHED By· MERRITT \~AS FURN !SHED 

THE BUREAU BY WFO AIRTEL AND LHM DATED SEPTEMBER 20, 1974, 

UNDER THE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES CAPTION. 

END 

· .. - ~· . -~:~;~ 
I~ ~ .. ~· 
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TO 

.FROM 

SUBJECT: 

Memorandum 
I ;-g ... ~ 

Mr. W. R. Wannall'~~P~ 
-------..... 

W -/..--k Mr. T. • Leavitt j·w~ 
----:-·~----. /j ffl'-" 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT 

'·~:'\ •. 
' ,_ 

DATE: 11/20/7 4 

At 2:10p.m., 11/20/74, Assistant Director 
McDermott telephonically advised as follows: 

As.soc. Olr. _ 

O'op. AD Adm. _ 
Dop. AD lnv. _ 

Asst. Dlr,: • 
Admin. __ 

Comp. Syst. _ 

Ext. Aflalrs _ 

Files & Com._ 

Gon.lnv._ 
ldont. __ 

Inspection _ 
lntoll. 1_' __ • 

Laboratory _ 

Pion. & Eva I._ 

Spac.lnv._ 
Tralning __ 

l.ogal Coun. _ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Soc'y _ 

i 
t~ ,--, " 
.y-... r l 

He related that Mr. Orr Kelly, a reporter for -~ ::; 
the Washington Evening Star News~ had oeen in contact . -;- ~ 
with the captioned individual who had advised Kelly :7-- ..._ 
that as late as January, February, and March, 1972, -.:;- 0 
he was carrying out assignments under.the COINTEL Program. ~ 
He reportedly advised that this was being done under \ J- I 
the direction of SAs Terry O'Connor and William Tucker, "\..P \ . 
and that his target was one Jack Davis, an organizer l }~ ~ 
of the May Day demonstration of 1971. f _;\ ;- -._ 

Assistant Director McDermott advised ·that , _.../ ../ ·:!; 
the above two Agents were assigned to WFOo He related .._. j1 
that this information had been furnished to WFO for i.i: 
their attention and action. ·~ g. 

0 
ACTION: 

That necessary file reviews be made with 
regard to the above statement of Merritt to establish. 
his relationship with regard to ac'ft~~*-F.r ·.~es against £.t:tdtosu.Jm.' 
one Jack Davis. ~ ~~~--~6 

· '{ os iJ} ~·'· " r:;;_}_ ~ J _fl '0::) '":1-TWL:mjt 
(5.) 

1 Mr. W. R. 
1 Mr. T. W. 
1 Mr. P. L. 
1 - Mr. R. L. 

Wannall 
Leavitt 
Mack 
Shackelford 

(· (.!e'\ ' ~,b ' 
.~ '~ . .J~·}lf .. ;~ J[l4 

I 

---~ 

I 
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1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

McDAott 
Waml!'Il 
Shackelford· 
Gerblick 
11/21/74 

Oop •• 

Oop. AI> •. 

Aut . Dlr. : 

Admin.-c­
Comp. Syst. __:_"-., · 
Ext. Alloiu _ ~v.~~ 

:Mr. w. R. Wannall---J 1JL DATE: Fllo• & Com._ 

: R. L. Shack~lford~V~ 
tf) 

SUBJECT: EARL ROBERT MERRITT 

Director Soc 'y _ 

I PURPOSE: 
To answer allegations, which are false, by 

Earl Robert Merritt, a former criminal lnformant of WFO, 
that he carried out tactics like those described in the 
Cointelpro report nearly a year after the program was 
ordered halted and that his target was Jack Davis, an 
organizer of the 1971 May Day demonstrations. . 

BACKGROUND: 
By memorandum from T. w. Leavitt 11/20/74, ~ 

which is attached, you were advised that Assistant Director ~ 
McDermott telephonically advised him on that date that : .., ~-........ '"' 
Mr. Orr Kelly, a l"eporter for "The Washington Evening StarNews" ........._ 
newspaper had been in contact with Earl Robert Merritt. 
According to Kelly, Merritt identified himself as a former :;&· 
FBI informant and said he carried out tactics like those \ ~ 

.described in the Cointelpro report in January, February, i ~ 
and March of 1972; that he worked under the direction of 1 -~ 
Special Agents Terry O'Conner and William Tucker of WFO; and} ~ J­
that his target was Jack Davis, an organizer of the May Day ..... '~J' 
demonstrations in 1971, who at that time was a desk man at :g 
a sauna bath in Washington, D. c. Merritt claimed he was :.2 
instructed to become intimate with Davis (he said both were ·~ 
homosexuals) and that he was instructed to make phone calls .~ 
to Davis' friends and employees accusing him of cooperating 
with or working .. ·for the FBI and of being dishonest in handling 
of moneyo He claimed he did not know why but Davis lost his 
job and became depressed. Mr. Kelly desired a comment on ··~· --..: ~· 
Merritt's allegations,~ particularly his charge that .the tactics 
supposedly ruled ou~._ci'D the Spring of 1971 were st~·~~ JG~-i~~-1974 
employed nearly a(·t~a-t ~~~ • / j 7 ,.. } fJ U- -:;.--/..._il c:~ 

V f:~~r.t; 9 0'\ I - - -· 
Earl Robert Merritt, who is a se)f.;.admitted homosexual, 

was a criminal. informant of WFO, 10/.1/71 until he was . 
discontinued on 6/1/72. By IJIM dated 9/20/74, a copy of wh1.ch 
is attached, WFO detailed the handling of Merritt PY Special 
Agents O'Conner and Tucker. On pag~s four and five of . . :he LHM, t 

( ) i d Lc.-c$-~"~'~: t::· -<:.e. ~-~::..y, ~ ~-) J , \ t' ) ... 
JWG:rsm 5 ·, .. ·. ... U, ( • J_·11. . - '}l..: ..... -/..4.tj' ( · .'~i(l · . : . 3 ·'""""' /()<1- Jf~ 1C"f'? &r...,., ._;J..l:.·t: ·'-'>- I ~ /' ~ qJ 

I Enclosures \- a!.....- > . ,'"(' . Conti~ued ~ ~yer . _, ' .J \.. ,..·y <o\ 
l ~ 0 Ut.~ 197A .t ~ .. (~ C5-::J'-~ I 0 0 - Lf s· J t lf 3 e.-·~ :·v (?,tr< ... A.w-p~ .. .) 0 'Qy .J '\ / Sf 

'. r 4M 0~ NOV 27 l~i-t -~·- ./ xr \J 
)1'? -<?. \ c..~~1 A :\ . . -: _j,Y 

-·"'"' --~ ~ - - ·~ -;:: ;;: - . . - -.;-....... -.--;-----·· - --:---· T ·.·- ., ~~:~..:...--:. __ ~_ - ·:;:r:· - -· .~ -~~-~T' 
, NW ~5306 .Doc-'ld : 32~8i?4 6:9a ~ Jt).a ge 75 '~ \ : . . :· ··:.•. - ~ · ' ' .1 



Memorandum to Mr. w. R. Wannall 
Re: Earl Robert Merritt 

it is noted that Merritt was told that the FBI was interested 
in information concerning John Rankin Davis, who was then a 
suspect in the 3/1/71 bombing of the u.s. Capitol Building 
and was also believed by WFO to possibly be in contact with 
some of the Weatherman fugitives. Merritt advised the Agents 
that he had first met Davis, whom he knew as Jack Davis, in 
May of l971. From January, 1972, to May, 1972, Merritt reported 
conversations he said he had with Davis concerning his Weatherman 
associates, reported information he believed linked Davis with ~ -
the Capitol Building bombing, reported that he had seen Davis with i 
an individual Davis said was Weatherman fugitive William Ayers t 
and reported on several occasions that Davis had wanted him to f 
accompany Davis to New York and wanted him to rent an apartment [ 
as a safehouse for fugitives. On 5/30/72 when Merritt claimed ~ 
he had talked with Davis in Washington, D. c., Davis was being f 
interviewed by Bureau Agents at Lake Ariel, Pennsylvania. ·During i 
the interview, Davis related having met an individual in -~ 
Washington, D. c., known to him as "Butch" whom he suspected was ! 
an informant. He related "Butch" on one or two occasions attempted t. 
to persuade him to travel to New York and once talked about ~ 
renting an apartment as a safehouse for fugitives. After reviewing t 
the above, WFO felt "Butch" was identical with Merritt, that j 
doubt had been cast on his credibility, and theref.ore, he was I 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the allegations by Merritt to Orr Kelly be 

discontinuedB:
6

t::e~:::r::~:~/74, which is attached, Special J 
Agents O'Conner and Tucker categorically denied Merritt's allegations~ 1;. 

OBSERVATIONS : 
Davis was never a· target of any Cointelpro, which 

program was discontinued 4/28/71, nor was he* targeted against f 
Davis in any way which can be interpreted as counterintelligence. ~ 
On the contrary, it appears Merritt, in reporting on Davis, lied ~ 
to WFO Agents regarding Davis in order to obtain money. In a 

·"Washington Post" article, 11/26/73, Merritt exposed his role as ~-
an FBI informant, outlined hiS activities as an informant, 
including targets assigned to him, methods of payment and reasons 
why he ceased his informant activities. In the article, Merritt I 
lied about performing illega -l acts for the FBI and lied about his i-
payments. Merritt's present allegations to Orr Kelly that he f 
carried out tactics like those described in Cointelpro are false, ~ 
and this appears to be another attempt by him to obtain notoriety. i 

l 
categorically deniedo 

* ·Merritt 

2 

~ ... ~;. -... . ~ - ,. .. ,~ "' .. ' "'<:" ,....._ ~~ .... .,. . ~ .. _ 
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In Reply, Plca5c Rtf.:,· '" 
File No. 

·--- .. -·· ·--·· 

U1. L •. D STATES DEPAI~Ti\lENT Ol .STICE 

FE,D.E)l.A.f1, IHJ II .EA U ,0 F .. 1 NV ESTlG~-k~fiO ;'\ 
ti4,\..:h.1• 1..-i:J :..0Jlt u. '-'• I'.V.J-:.J 

Septe~:ber ;~o. 1974 

.. 

1.1~.f,:;r;.tri'i:i(>t.1 Ct.::r~{~(~·r1:1!"':'""t, l::::~ ... 1. 1.~c~·.~::.:·k: ;·:~:·::·r.1.t~:~ 

~:i;~~ :C;:::ct:.-:! .::.c-, t7~o:.·~ · •. =;~·::c-~"l i:.t.::! 1-\l·i:·~-,.:t .. ;:~L<~d . .i~;;} .. t--~ ·!:1. ::~;], 
l'-~' """~~-:'l l:")~., .. .;-~.1··-J·-."'1 ~r:()'1 .. ~··, .... ~,., ..... ...,. c.:.~ ... .,_ ... i..7~t.C'!> (-J.. · :t.'"') 
\. ... ,.~ ..... .. ,.~~~"" .. (...'.J.."'.- J• •· J. v .. ~ .... .._ .... ....,_t...t-•-t. ..... , .... ~:t ·'- .. ,~ 

£\ilcl .rth.~ Ci-.~~~.7 .. ;,!".;t~~~;c,3::-. J~-;,!1!;;h_" ~~ tb~:. Vr-~r~tr:'-"tOn - ~ ~ ~ - '\..7 I.~ ... _ .... 't.:.:.J 

Field Offlc~, f.OI 11 to J):1.3cor~ti.n~ Him ns an 
I t,.c,.,. ...... , ... n4• 

't} .. ,., ...... ,,-'; ...... ~-....... _ .... 

. t:nrl Robert Herz-:t tt 0 .:1ls·o. k:nown ns HJ .. krtchu" tcle .. 
Ph~n:l.ca11'1' r-.-) ~-:+-r,.,-.~· ~;·l <">~· ''f',.,·,--..,.? .. ,.. (lGCr,n,.:r1·r {J.I.., (!t":t.eh .. P.r. 1 ~ 1_t,)71 •• 

"'"""~-'"""""•'\.,.. ... ,.t:,:......, -·· .l>. .......... J .\'11. • ., .{' ..... ~ ... ,\, .. -~. ,-\ ,.._ - :r .-r ""' 

and n.d"r1f.;~-rl tl1.at. l:,o 'r1iSl:lt,;;d t.o ft.;::cnirJl\ i.r.ifC"J:~~tia~1 t•:-> t!.t.i2 I,tili 

l~~fore i r&ort:ation was acc-epted fr·vr.1 lfgrri tt e it 
l-7as detcn:~i r~·.1d th::1t .f\::dernl nro~(?.CUt:ton of i·1r·rrritt em so-::·;e 
bad chec1~~ ! :1 U<::·!~t V:tr~inin. l"!Ed ber.-Hl ciecli.:1~d: !-~(:!rrit. t h~d 
stuted th~'t he lmd CX?;ricncr.:!d. this <..:h~ck problet-:n . i-:.n~n b:~ 
talked ttith S/1. O'COit.nor on uetober 1 11 1971. 

lre'rritt ~·ras co0.!::i.c~sred -!.\ c::..·imin.:.~l info~.::l;\t bc~~in~~5 ng 
October 0, 1971. H~ therodft•:=!r fu:..·nishud in£Qrr.~nti.cn of bo.th 
criminnl c-1 :\;.t sccuri ty r .. nture. It i ~ not kr.o,?n to tll·~ ~~~.u:h­
ington l•'ield 0ffi.c.;e ('~~'j'\)) that C·l'lj.f· of tha CT.ir.Jin.lJ. infn.r..:&tion 
ha furnisht"\l resulted in nrrestz or convictions but r;.1ther tl;i s 
infon:.ntiOll 't:c."'. ~ o ... r. '' C..,...;, .. ,.{ "'·C1 i r'!''("'·l; ·i ··•no•'C~" l'~J'tU!""" 

- ...... - -·· ~- · .. ... .,. .. .. J . ...... - 4- ... ,_..', ......... ... .-1. -..:..:. 
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Il~S!ITUTI~ FOR i~OJ.ICY STUDIES 
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. Beginnir.g 't·dth the conversation. on October 1, 1971, 
Herri tt stated that he sp~nt a great d~a.l of tir.~e at the . 
Institute £or ..i?olicy Studies (LJS)' WashiDStOn, D. c$ C:OC). 
He purported to h•1ve £ree nnd rightful access to the prCI.:;ises 
of IPS ut ~hich he perfort.!~d odd jobs Oi'ld utten.ded !:.cetir~s. 
'IYC ,_,, __ f.- n ~ t ·t, ·'"t' 1' <:> 't., ·"-1 ~,_~ ''1"1-',. ··· ~ "('('~ < ,... -t J- ~· n 'l '\:·' { ..... ~.. - ~""i "·'-...., 'iS "',.., T <• (' 
4.1.. • '-3( ... ~.:,..~~~ 11. ' ... : . .-.~ J..J.::.....,"""" Ut;.._,-..,..; .:... c_ r.:...,... ~J..-\ ·'~.J.. ~ (...,;;.._ ·t"". o!..: ... !-"~!.. i:>v ."- c.L.. .J# .. '-', 1t 

""•'·'""' ··,r -·· ·· "' .. ~- A· obh''"" 1-~~~l..o,•• ·~-...... ... . <., 'i~--"' ~ . ~ , ., !'·, ·. ·:! ro,.,!t>l"'"' t.A .• ~I.O"'"" "' 4:- ~:· ....... ..:.:.f .. l .. l._Y' . :f·~- .. a . v"',..~ •"o ; :..,: ... · .. ;. .. • :> • ~· •• .:.: . -.; •• :; __ .~ "'f~· · .,... f."''J.A · "'""'1! 

ta11d --:lisitc:d ti:t:J.1 f ;:.-- c <: \.;:(~~:·i;ly ~t I i;So 
-·- - . --- - ·~· 

Pre\rious inv~sti.r~ation had reflected un ~ssociation . .... 
linking ce~taLh· of th~ Heath.!:..1rean fugitives ~~i th p~rsons P ... m-

. ployed at IPS, principally Arthur HDsko"ti' and Ha.rcus fulskin. 
l'h~1 (tSsocintion as ong th!;;:1Se p.;rsons h.acJ e:-;...i..sted before the.se1 
lfeatheman members lk particularly Hi.chaQl Spl.egel ~ C;.tthlyn 
Pln.tt I.Zilkeeson and Hillien! .tl..y~rs$1 - becnme .fug:i.tiveso It \ms 
believed th~t havir~g SOi:leone like He:rritt with Hr.lskow nnd 
Raskin on a lczitimate and so~~m~hat re:gular b.n~ds 1!1i6ht result 
in tha devclop:-.1ent of .infomation 'llhich 'Hould le<1d. to the 
apprehensi.o!'l of so:ii.e of 'these fugitives. It might nls9 result 
in th~ cl<:.V11lcp:.:e r~t of in.Eorr:atio.n co.nci~rn:i.l~ ci'vil dis1.·upti-ons 
a nd o~l,o- l."ll~a-1 ~ftti~,~~{nn - •--~ ~5" Q~ ~~w~-~e 

During the period of October, 1971 to Jnnuaryt 1972, 
1~ ....... rritt f•,r'~; .,.t...,"'d 1· ...,.r:or,.., ~i-i on CO'~"'"'"'""nu' ·-..n CO ' "<~.-..,..sr>tl• .... r's • ·1 t 11 ~ ~ •1.- io..J. .... ~ a:..l. &. .. <~-- ! "· ••'-.,_;.4 .. .. ::.,. • .. l"W-..;.a.. u. u . .t 1'f-! 

,. , ,.,.,~,·oir . ~ :~( .. , ... .; "' .. ~'""' l !--~ --;r; , ....... ...!;"""' ;l ..... ·1· ~"':} ...... ; .. ~ . ~ -r ~~~~ .. ,;~ ... ,..c.:: """ *" ,. , J~..: ~· ~d 
),(':..", .~~ ' .1..~~ .• ..;; , .... . "-':..L. c..:.. ~·..,&. ~- ....; .l.,_;;. .. o;. ;.; . .. ,_ ""' . {...'"'.-· ...... . ........ # ..... . -\,- "' • ....~•'" ( \ \,. ,J...,. _, .... . t ~ 

. · obtuincd various par::phlets (inte~14ed for p-ublic dissemin~tion) 
froo !1.>S. 

SO'metime around D.=cembet.· 3, 1971, Ilerritt bcgnn to report 
that Marcus Ruskin had pron-~iscd him a job as an assistant to 
Arthur 11.::: sko'1· Hasko-w hnd ir..i tio.lly been unhti!ppy that these 
nrr£UlgC!Jeats t~ere mnde "<~itho~t hi~ k.no"tdedge but that the job 
t:ould begin Dfter Jnnu.::ry 1, 1972. Prior to that date, 'i·ir-!;kow 
\7os to spend some tioe in orientution sessions '"i th 11~rritt. 
He:rritt th2rc<lftar reported that he hnd difficulty in ,getting in · 
touch ltith l,·asko~~ re~nrdi.ng these sessions. lie furnished a. 
letter fro~ IPS dated DeceL1ber 18, 1971, statir.g thnt no new 
personnal l<?ould be hi red at Ii..,S. He talked \7i t.h t-:nskm., on 

· D~cc->..r.1ber 27, .1971, a:!d on this occasion Hasko't-t told hir.t that he 
should not ':orry about this letter e.nd \u:s still being con~idered 
for ~ .~ob. \...; ::r--.l ~ow ~~rlr.>d thr.t: h.;_ s. ~O'J1'~f.IS: b~l-:1 ir:di.c~tcd .tt:u.t 
l..- ~ ~·lr.J.J. been .hJF.t.ttUrJ"~ ~"t ~ go\t£-ti-JJ.Mii.AJi!' .:1il.d. ~m.l sc..~tE.eN.Lt.tS, 
procedures, including polygraph tests, \Yere being conter.-;plnted 
for persons seeking positions. 

....... _ ..... _ ... . ---
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On January 13, 1972, l~P.rritt advised that h!:! had 
attenptc-d to cQntact \·J~sko~·l on the sarde date but had been 
rcf.er\x•cd to a.n attorney, Robert llcl"'ZSteln, '.;ho rm.3 ld th the 
law firt'l or fw:""nold &'"id Pcrtc:l"~ liDC., He contncted Ik·::t:>zutein 
\·rho tc)ld l-;er•ri:tt th~t :-st::::"ict sm···.::cninr.; i)rO<:E~CE:i"CS $ in~! 1 t·,(i :inc 
T!·~, -:; ~=-,·~~~~)~1 ·!: .-::-: -:. .... -'!·~ ~:-" ... ).,.,,~ \ .. ::1 n:;·~·;,... .• ,. ....... ~ { ........ -.: t_ ~,...... r .. :·f..: :'~_,·~,.1_.,.~~ ;-, ~·_,_._r_•. · . .-:.:. ... ~.~- f~t.,C:-"'.1 <f."'-=" ·· ... · :.···· ... ... . \- ~~ ..... ,., .. ~ "' ~ ,.,\ . \ .. ~ .-. ... & • • ., ...... ,.., ...... ' , '•,; .. . ... '- u v . · • __ ... ..... .. .. , - _,. 

D.1~~~)~·1r; t~·!~-:_ ~::r· -:·~J,:tc~·~~"! ·i;~] f(J}.~ J:· -~ ·;:11~J_o:-!(l r~ t J:Ps. lJe.r~ste:Ll'l 8>ntl 
.Baski!l t-:O~tld. b0 p;t~~b ::: Z:.:-;-::tJ.y :t"0G}')OD3.1bJ.c f ·or ncrc:en.ing spplic.:mt:J .. 

On Januar-y 2B t 1972, r~6rritt advised that on the 
prev:toue day he had gene to the o.f.fic~ · o.r an ?..ttorney na~~d 
Hogov.1n at i\rnold and Pci•tt=~r at Tioe;oYin t s 1~quest.. A l'!:r. 
Barnett from PIS was also present in Ro7ovin's offic~o r.or-o~in 
explained thn.t he hns hand11.ng lc~.l ;.md ei:"!plo;nm:mt 1~atters 
for IPS. E~r:-itt uns't'rert~d ne[':/1.tivGly tihen asked i£ h~ knet-'1 
nn FBI fq:;~nt named Bob 'Hn.ll. Ee alzo n!'ttmerc:d nc~t.ively vzhen 
fWked it. he- l'J1Cr! any 11 f;::ly 11 police offic~:r-r; l~ho mir:ht b~ vol­
nerc;.ble to up:nrcach (for pul~pc~;es of o'btaini:r.g j_nfc-1"!7','1t:tcm 
·fl""Or.l the police departr.~nt). Ror:ovin ~WkE!d quostion~ of" rrerrttt 
and told him that :1.1' !':erritt tmnted the ,job he \'u:;Uld h!.!VC' to 
subn1it to a po:L~rt~a~;h e;;:r.!minat:ion ~~·J1 . .ich I-'c~(?c,.r~.n ,.;:1s r~l:uctn_r:t 
to . adr:'iinist<n~ because j_t !.1:-::acl-:ed of tl-,e police state. 

allec-ed roles ln a Hovenber, 1911, tbef't f!~on IPS. 
individual ccu.J.d only h~ve been i"err5.tt based en tl:e 
he had r.nde). 

'I"~ :is 
state:::ent:l 

At this tine it boca~~ abundantly clear that 
Herritt 1 s continued association 1-.d th IPS or nersons ther-efronl 
l10Uld be ccuntc~p:roductivo in thnt 1) J-ferritt ,,a_s ClVer r::ts 
heatl dealin~ \11th persons nt IPS '\tho 11ere unquestionabl;y· in­
tellectually superior to hirn, 2) that he had constantly been 
put off concerning the position· nt IPS and had beon furnish1n~ 
no inf'or'!!':ttion c~!;ccrntnr; ~ny n~soc.iation of' 1:c:1tN:r:r.n.n fu'Zit.iveo 
nnd persons at IPS n..'1d 3) tl~at it lias cxtrcr:Gly unlH:cly that 
he would ev~r obtnin n po~ition at IPS. Conseauently, he 
was inm:ediately tl~crcafter advised by SAs 0' Connor and · 'l'Uc~er 
that they no lonr.:er ~.;anted 1->..in to atZsocinte 'Hith persons at 
IPS for the purpose of obtaining inforr~tion. 
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· Harritt stated that ~he 'imntcd to know t-lh:'lt sort of 
information he could furnish for '\¥hich h~ could be p~1id. He 
had at that time already begun to ntte:;pt to cultivate hi~ 
a.sf.>oci~t:ion ,~.ith John I~ar:kin Dnyis, alco known. as Ja.ck Davist 
t·Iho ~as a suspect in the Norch J., 1971 1 bo:1biDg of the U. s. 
Capitol ' fJu:1.ldir!g an:J "h'GS nl.so believed by W.:\) to possibly be:· 
irt c\':.~-:tc~ct· ''\:~·t t.l~: :::r):.·Jt!. 0-i: t;!·~t~ t~.c~zl~ .. ~~:~Lr:-:.!:.~1 £t1; .. ;"tt::t,.rc.si' lJ~~~1::t::!.t.t ·~?c\s 
t"ol~.:t t1 .. £;l: t;Jjc~ l.'l>~L 1:£\:J. il~~-i .. Q;:estf!t..i :i11 i11ior;:~,~t:io1t l .... ~·:T~~trdi i,~: I;:.;Vit; 

~ . -· ... .,:)... ....... .. ~ 
r .. e,··t·~ r.r.--n~· :.1 ... ~- ' l .•. ~:.·~ ... , ........ 

l1crritt. furvJ.shed no furtb:n.~ infomation regardii\~ 
IPS after Jnnunry 31$ 1972! 

Ui.th res?ect to Jndc D.:.1vis, Z·ie;.-ritt c:1dvtse.d that 
he had first rJlE;t D:.tvis around .:rny, 1971 9 through i<.tly Ttvobig: 
an attorn{!y and l:!Utual fri~nd o.f D'1Vi$ and Hen:itt.. Dur:i r~g 
January~ 197;!.?$ !1erritt bt?g.nn to furnish. :ti1fo1.;:~ntion concernir.g 
conversations he 1:sd :t-7ith J'<1ck D.svis nnd ht~ conti.n.ued to do 
so until the end of Hay P 1972. 

· ·.h.1'!0ng the.~ n;{",ttcrs l:eported by l!~rritt conc~rning 
Davis 1~ere the. folloui r-,g: 

On l"cbl~uriry 2, 1972, ;-:ercitt. stated thr.:.t D::.lVis hfld 
.. .,.l.• ~;t~d 'h.-'·~ r~·-~-i r·"" t 1···~ ........ ,"'ly --o..,...-: r.n 't··ot•-c C)'·· tt·:•"'- ~~'.·:·.P -:;~t"" ..• v -- \:,; :.#>;.:. ......... :...:.J.. ... = .. "'"..:> i,.;~- ~.:· .. A.J. ... i,"\. l .. lt.t. • .. _;:. 1~ .,i,.J .. .t :.1 l. _ ...... -- (.!,_ '\_-: 

D:1vis t;:";.lk.;d c. bout his us!>oci,!tioa "With thc!·:-8nthe::.Y;an or.g~~iza-
t '-lOt'l. ~"'~ ~he;-.~- ti-~ f-n"· t\'-t 1'" ·---l 1·~,..., ............ fT~..,tl·~·r·t"~n F1,.-,..f tivos . • c. .. .=~v. '-- ~:. , .. d:.. -·L c,.;'-'- i ... C"... .t.~: 11..-~""-'. L~.4V•i~.! "·={:.:c~ ,.t\:.;...a..L .. ;.cs.t - - _ _,- .. · .. 

Spiegel ond hilkf~rson l;hen they llved i.n HL"C. Fu!th-~r, he re­
ferred to Spiegel e.s 1'1idmel Bradford. 

On Februnry 6, 1972, Herritt told oi; being in tha HDC 
apar'br!ent of nttorn~y 1::aynond T\·:Ohi8 duril".g .April, 1971., .11ith 
T\lohig and Davis. Tt~ohig, accordir~ to t·ierr.itt,. nllegedly 
told Davis that he -would check \lith a person vho h~d told Davis 
that he lms :f. nvob .... 0d in. the C.nr>i tel bo;::bi r-;.3 to dcten.-:.i :!c if 
this indi vicual wz.~.s lyin3. Hcrri tt. sur::Jiscd thot Twohig wn.s 
acting as nn intetr:'.ediary between Davis rnd this unnnr::ed 
indi vidunl. l·~erri tt consider~d this to ba an iz>dicat ion of 
k.no\?leclge on the pnrt of .O::iviS of the C.opitol bor::bing but 
1-!erritt stated th~t he definitely lvould not testify regnrding 
these occurrceces before a Grnnd Jury. · 

4 
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INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STIJ:_)IES - .. 
On April 27, 1972~ 11erritt advised that he hn.d seen Jack 

Davis enrlier thc'lt sene evening. l)~:;vis had an ir~ciividunl nm;:ed 
Bill with him. Dill, DiJvis ur:d !lerr.itt went to 11erritt•s 
apartment. B"i 11 \las very }mry accordir..g to llarri tt. On 
Uay 1~ 1972, Herritt stated thHt Davis told:him.=that the Bill 
•· .~} .. ,.,_ 1 .. ,-(~ 1"--Pt1 'f. .. {t~.., ~! .. ::.,~ :-'\-. ~,--.. ·j "i . r;t7 1 L~-ir.L.. t~"'" ' "l.t 11 ;.·'·~~~'"'H'"r-. •• , l;!~~1·t,..;.,. , \1.tH •. 7 ~~·.". t,...-'~ ·-• ~ ... ~~ $.~ .t .. t..~ • .;\ \.J!,..J..),.~,.•!.,...-,.,~- ~ ... ..!I·~ ··•-:~l~~ ~r.r ... ,~ • . :..j..,:;J....,,";-'1 0. tfl'_:;,,v.&. -...... -

•:--~)"1 1=··~·~ .:.~?r·.. ~ ~ -,., ...... r ..... ; ~ .. ,~ ,..~_ ... _~~1 r1 ........... .r, ·r .. ~,-~.-~"'":'·~-~ ~ :1:- ·.r;-;·-~ .;:.: . ./ ...,,.s~. ~ ·l.,~ ~ ~·t~r~ ,-; .... ~,i 
1 .... ~" . ,. ......... :_ .... t..-.-... ~~ ........ ·-'-...,."' ..... t.....•....c '""'"'·· ~· - ... ,. : :..~') .:...a..Jt~ . -~ ..... -~.!! .. ~·o; ......... - ............. ,.,. ""'' .... .\10" '*'"4."'--l.-te:~ ... "'\•t\..f~ .... 

On sev~rn.l occasions during Harch, }!m:r:i:tt :reported 
that Davis '~i:.ntnd l~m:ri tt t:o a.ccor:~.p.any him to i'{(~"'-1 York nnr~ on 
several occasions during Harch, 1972~ he r~ported that Davis. 
had told l-rerritt that h~ \"W.ntcd l·lcrri tt to rc.nt on apn.rt:mr:;nt 
in the Dupont Circlt:!~ N.,U .. ,. ~r1.-":t."; 11 nre.a to be us~d by Da:vi.s and 
~~rritt as a safehouse for fugitiVGB and us a meeting place. 
11erl:it.t -r:es to furnish tb-z 1.nitial funds to rent th'i!$ nparfuent 
but Davis uould also contribute. 

l1erritt contirn .. 1.12d to f1lrr.tish infore.ntion co~ccrning 
h • • . h ,. . .: 1 . . . ":! ('' • ~ c ·; 2 .. lS con.vcrsntJ..ons ':nt. ~.'2.\ .. ~S u.::t:J. c'!Dout ;-~::.y ~u~ J.J ·•• UD;. 

that date, £1-crr.itt clnir::.2d~ h3 h<2d t~~lkcd "t-Jith J<1ck D<iv:i.s in 
VDCo /is is s~t forth b-elm1 ~ hm.;~v!:r 11 thi! .FIH had dctel'rr.incd 
that tr..ro~gh inter\.,.!ev D:.Jv5.s 'tinS .in renr.sylva:1ia ct the: tina 
}lerritt clnim.ed to ht~vn t~Jll:~d ~?ith h5_~t! 

On Hay 30" 1972, SAs \Hllinm F •. t-!ornn and Robert ,,;re 
F , t . l T ,. "'' • • T' • .... ., 'I ' • 1 . ·. 'I i eu~r :tn e!:"'l'l.~\!1?<~ ~ o;1n i\-J:;.1::.1.n ...:.:~v'ls c-.. ~o.r;:e .t..rlc , .i.iennsy ... van a. 
Davis denied l'k~Ving any kno,·llcdge of the bor::.bing of tha u. s. 
Cs.pitol Buildir.g on l·{a.rch 1, 1971, or the bo:::bir.g of the 
.Pentagon durii!g 1972. 'Further, he hnd not bnd any contact 
vith the Reatheroan fugithres· or any ·means of c'ontncting these 
pC'!rsons·. 

Dur.ing the course of the interview Davis discussed 
· sevcrnl persons he considered to be inforr.nnts. Or~a of thes~ 
persons ·uus an individual he knew both o Hob \Hlliaws a!1d 
'

1DtltchH. He described "Butch.u ns· a 11psycr..opathic freaku. 
He had first r:tet 1113utch" throu~h his nttor.1~y ~;ho vms represent­
ing unutch" in a. narcotics ttetter. Davis lnlS i~cdiatcly sus­
picious of ''.Butch" and wnrned Butch to stay at<7ay from him a~1d 
_any oth.f>r "n"lit~.~nl" :perso~s. 
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Da\ris ·stnted that on one or two occnsions unt~tch" 
had attempted to· p\:!rstxude him to travel to £;€!11 York ~.nd on- one 
.~ccasion t:!lkcd \iith Davis llbout renti~g an a~>tn·tr.;er.:.t in 1lliC 
to be used as a safe.house for fugi tiv~~z. Davis told 1tJ3utch'·' 
to stay fl.13e.y froz:t him &.c.d his h:::7:l.i:!~ But bee~ use. £:.;-,tch li vnd 
i11 t!::-0. scr.:~ t""i·::)l_3l .. 1.1)::J-r·11··):;ci aD a· cl()~r; fj::t{;~-.a o£ JJ\;~~::;.!·~n r:r-~·.'7.<.1 

1 .. ~.r~1::fl :)::."f.tl:.:; ;;.rt:l 1\.l:t"l~ h~ill,'i oi:i.:c;l E .. ~~;t ~:~·u-E:-.:: ... /~ o;I t; .. i,:; ~~~J:e·::~t: 
at 't-7l1i-ci1 t;:t~7.~ 1:~ \:t;J~I.d. ~tt~:::~~:rt:· t;o £:.<Licit ~i.l1~crrr·~:3t::~::;.:1 fl .. ::.:~:t -c~~~::J. 

J. 

D.rt""'!"" i-:·1 .. ~ .:..,..·i<' uq.0t·, ... htt bm.r.·o-,-~ 1,.:-....,,.-l'r.-r n·_('f' f.:or i\•_. . ._ • .., ..... ,;.1•v:-tr··1::\ .-'IIV.ti!,.,;) ~o .. <.~ 't,..v ..... l <R"..il,.-:...,\ ,. .... .$ .. ~'C .. ..,_ __ ,.t'J.,~~!...> \\1'-AI .. \, , .__r.•l-V,t-\.:-t-a.. 

tht.:tt he '·ms t£10V:i.ng to I~os Angel•3s~> c.~liforr.d.£\ 8 although in 
reality" he had no intention of doirig soo 

If D<• i v <· t ts "Or........ ni ~ u~":\u ... ,..,..~hu •·,~o is un £. v s s .:a. er.&:n ...... ..~, .. er ~ na ...., .... ... , ,~ l! -.Aqo 

dou.btedly ide-ntical to 1.-!erritt:,. n-::-o taken at f. nee vr.-tlu.e, 'i-:hi ch 
they ,.u;re for th~ 1::ost part. by }~·Fo Lg~nts::> li ttlc if ntlything 
-reported by !"i(;t-..:i tt concerri.ng c.onvcrr~atlot.1S ·Hi th D:::.i.d.s o.;.'td other 
1ll£itters cor.ccrni.ng Dnvis could be considered- crodi.blB. Trd s: 
of ccurs.e, 'tiould cast doubt upon the cx·ed:i.bili ty of all illfOlifi ... 

ation furn5.sh~d by r!err:t t.to 

It should be noted th..""!t the 1\ge;1ts \ibo in-tervie"t-7ed· 
Davis b.ave advised. _that althc·ugh the stater.ien.ts made by- i.ic:~vis 
~:tr-5 •...-t"!> 1"0~· C·.._nf;l.• Gl1':>..-: .... i "'1 +l-.'"""T A.-,. l'nr l.-·.,o'!.T 't-~},n•· >1""-..,..;- ~· 1 -:--··~.,...._ ·~o•-,_.~4~ • 1,... V!. ·-"'-•l.,.-t...i (...~~~) 1-s.V"" .. J .... '-".:..t·-•-. ............ \- .J.~\.ooo¥1..:> ._.<. .... <~..'-u\...J.. l.l 

t-,0""1(] 'hr.. ""0 ·--.'t:-···,,.1{;--~ {-~~., 1'1'!<7"•1<-~ r,.;;· .th-ir. .!,~··:·,.-.-.,.•-).~·"'! •!----, "'J-';.1"~:~~ "'" ~ ...,_ ;_ ..\. ...... l/:a...,;.,_..-_...,~ ... 
1 

«-l • ...,.. .'\...,~~ ,__ vJ... .. .:a. • .;...,...., .t ... ~.""'- .. -~ .. v ............... ,, .. c..:: ,.lo.~ ..... _ 

Out ~l•,:n. t"l-'""' ,_.-~! o"· J-.,,, .. -. .!c ..... -... ..,,,~-·:- . ·"·~-c ... ~ -to::....;~··-., -r-,- · ·~ . ..., .• , •.. ,~ ... r-,1 
~ ...., - I. .,,_,. ~ ~ "'- ......, ._. 1..- ,1 • ~ J..._ '--· :..- -L l. "-"'"'• • '\..... ,_~I, ... '- A.• <-. ,.,.. ' • ~';I .L.. "-- 1w '-r : • \,... (. ... "- '- -......,. 

concerning the ~etters b~ discussed durir,.r; this i.i;terv-1•2\·To 

It: is noted thnt on more thna one occnsion ~fter 
Merritt 'tms discontirn.lGd as an infon.aant uiid told tb .... "'lt he 't.;oul<l 

. no lot\'V~t' be pcdd for information h3 furn.ishe.d~ Herr.i.tt tele?honi c~ 
ally cont~cted SA occon~or to furnish irJ:oT~.:::ni:ion of u crir:!in.;;l 

·nature. Ee 'Hns advised on t.has0 occasion .. ~ tlwt 'rhe.n l:e furn:i.shed 
this in.fon-...:.ntion he "{·:ould be treflt("::d un any y;-,~mber of the nc!1eral 
public and tha inforr::ation ~rould r.ot be considered e.s havir' .. g 
been. furni.shcd on a con:fidentinl br1sis. 

:.:~Nw- 55""31T6 -~cJ;:cr:-~2~a_~.:o:9a""~l!~ · ir. . - . ..:;..\- ' .,.. . 
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!!ISTI'l'UTE FOTI POT .. ICY STUDIES 
. . 

Allegations Made to Date Concernin~ the 
Involverr.ent of" SAn Ter'l"Y '?. orconncr and 
'Hlllian T. Tucker in Iller:al t.ctivities 
f.d: the !nst1.tutc for PoJ .ley Studies {Irs) 

Several VC~"!Jiorw or 1-!h.at \faf:i v.n a11CF.Cd illG!~fll 
ent~r D.r:d i~!:.~~l.'·~ of · (~O~l~~:(')rJ~;!3 .r.;'ld rr::t1.1 1';;) .. .;· ~~ t0(~Jl !)I~o~ .. 'lid~~r~ :ttl 
t:!-:.G :f'<:r-::~.l_ -:~·.; rd.1::.··:.::t1.'.:.;·":; i..~;r IPS ~~.a].nst SA's 0 1 C·bnnor ~::;--;.c~ 'T\lcl<ell' .. 
It ~-f.i t.!I: ~:.r~r·~7~1, ::·:-~:c,~r-· ~} : r~.J ~~ o t i-:~ .. .:: h o;:: t 1:-:· c;.,:; (~~ {; c1 :r; t !; j_;:-; i?t:­
r.:~~~ ;s~rnt:;:~c1 ;~:.?- l;{;:7~!·:.g t.I:~~.t Z.(;CiJ..!>-~:::t0ly <~·:'!.~Cj?i1;.i:1;1: "'t;l:r.: e'.rcn:s -
t\ll~~gcd i;o have OCCtlT'!'ed. The first ~et or itllet,n.ti.c.rrs i·!£.?.8 
Pl"'Vided .in an inter-view conducted by :t;{FO ;'\rrcnta vd.th !·atehell 
Rcgovin,. a'1 attorney f'or IPS· on June- 20 t1 1973. '.rhc allcr<:::.tions 
which \<JG!'Ci thr:t basin or a eivj.l riGhtn C(m;pln.int af!:t:tinr;t SAs 
.o' ConnoJ:» and •.rucker contained in thi3 version are, accord :!.ng 
to Rocovin, ba.aed on an atZiduvit p!"ovided by an unnar.Nl in­
divlclual durinr~ Janua:i:~y, 1972. This individual stated at 
that til':'!e th~.t du:t .. inr; Novcrz:ber~ 19-'71~ the individuul sal1 a 
girl ta.kinr:- :J.t.~!;:s fl"'om IP8 and th:1t ch~ thel"eafter place-d 

.a mn .. nila cnvnlc-p~~, ccZl.taini:n~ ti:e :i.trn!io she- had taken_, in 
.f'i:tont or the IPS tuildinz. An um::arlwd car pulled up in 
f'ront of .. the IPS bu:1..ldin~ m1d a r..alc cccupo.nt of t~& c:::r .. P:ot 
out~ p.:!.ckod np thin envc1(~:)e a:r.~d rc-tu:-r;(~d to tl~e c:-:<..r b~ fo:r•e 
it · dl:'OV0 t:l.~1a.;;r.. S..:v.eral d::t::/~ la'!;c:r SA 0 'Connor \·:as suppo~(:d to 
have- r.;iYt::n tJ1in i:t1dividtwl a t-:rmila enveloJ~e vihich the i~idl.vidu~l 
somehow reeo~rizcd as bcin~ the sa~e one the gi~l h~d placed 
in front oie I?S tcf'cre :tt ~~::'l.s p1czcd up by th0 ~an in the tm­
n:a~tcd c~!'. S:l 0 'Corm or told t1 : i:::; :tmH vid'J:.:tl t1:'lt tbe 1.tn:::.J 
h~d t-een t;::~;:c11 fr·or.=:I IPS b:1 a rc·t~alc !:~tlt.opolit:-,n I)ol:tce I;t:.'r.lal~t­
rncmt 0-iPD) s OtL't'ce 1>iho c ou1d not r~et t:te1!1 bao k into IP3. 
'rb~ 1ndivic1'u~~l h~d thcrefcre been a3ked by SA 0 'Connor to 
return them to Irs. 

In FEbruary, 197~, IPS tiled a civil action in 
U; S. Distl,j.ct Cou!rt (USDC) _, \·!DC, in l'thich it -wq.s nll~~ed, 
among ether thin;ss, thnt dnrinp; Ja..'1uary or Fe-bru~ry, .1971 ~ 
SA.s 0 t Connor and Tucke1• proeur~"Jd a .fcr.:.:1le cnployne or the 
l·TD, 1-iDC, to u.nln:t;f'ully enter the IPS n..nd take clccur::ent n 
therefrom. It has b~en pointed out. th~t durin~ "T~!1ual'Y and 
February, 1971, :3t'i 0 r Connor was a:ssi~ncd to the .S~n Pranci::zco 
Division of th~ l"BI ~nd SA Tuel~cr was engaged in investigation 
ot \iFO lth1ch in no \tay related to IPS. 

1 
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IHSTITIJTS FOR POLICY STUDI::S 

.. 
This second version, the bnsis for which '?as not 

set forth by Il">S, app~ars to bear sor-,a sc1-nblance to allegations 
. mada by Hogovin in the June, 1973, civil rights conplnint 
in thnt u fcuv:1.lc er:.ployee or source of the L.~.'D, i~)C, 'las allcg:Z:J­
ly involved i .n thf'1 r.cr.~oval of docu:':tcnts or oth~?~r nc:;.teriuls fro;n 
-J.P~:A "f''!-·rr~ r ~~r_, ~,...,-~,~.,,~.,.. (~.~ /!.(.,..,._.~1-·(",.. . ..., J.i-,·, '"-"'~, ••A-j ""''"'1 ~1·• .C t.:l'}~'""'' ~t."• • -. - ~ ~c:: ~. _ ~.·~..:.;: 1~·~, \'::~ ·.: ; ..... ' ~J .. .... J. ·~ .. ~ '~- _ ,,_,;..::;., t.u~ 1.,..:... ~ ~·-·-- ,.,~ 1 :.!.. .1:. J.: l-.•· •..;.; ... \~ ~ · 
! ..... .-~ ·"1 ; ..... ~ tv 1 .~ .,_ ~" .... ., \ ... , r ~ t "' ~ ; ,.... 'l' "'.,. t ., 4.. "\. <1: ~ • _ ,.. .,. • '\ 

w ··- ·- ; .:4.~ ~.: .L ~; ,. #r :..:: f: ~)~:.. :. .. ~~: 1' :· ' ~~ J:j:2. ~: :: ;:: :.: t.:,.~J.J:'i. !.'\:_·; l :r _: .. ~:. C !·~ ..:. : ~ -~-:;: ~~ - ~; (:~.::!.) '.. : '"": .. i'{;. 

n.llr..:S,cd to b,:tvc~ bocn re;·:ov:;!d frc~·1 L:~"5. 
.· 

The neitt vers:i.on is based upon a.n.other s·Horn o.ffidL:...v-rit 
furnisht~d by !1cr-ritt on July 26, 1 9:7~~~ end sub1:·:i tt~d by I.r·;.; 
in the pendi.ng civil suit.· :In this ~.affidavit l·1erritt alleges 
in es~encc th:1t either SA O'Conaor or ·Tud::or, ha cannot r~jcn1ber 
~homp instructed hir.1 to take anything h~ could from Ii-'S if 
he thought he could get a::.~ay t1ith it ... - He stnted. th.:lt in furthar­
anca of his ·as.sigr.J:~tent be entered Il'S on. a day in Hover;:ber, 1971. 
He observed a f~~::-.:aJ.e tddng r.·.ail nnd other :i .. tt\~::s and placing 
them ip a r:1aniln envelope. He startle.d h~r, c~usir~~ h(?.r to 
drop the manila envelop11 'l~hi.ch lJ.ndcd on the desk nnci thnn slid 
i11to tl~e ~~aste b~sl\:!~to .. n:·.~~~~ she left 1'1:::~ l0f)I~~~d in tll'::! b.:tEket 
nnd sm:r n brO';·:n naper bas alom; ld. th th.e .~ ,nnila '2mrclo·:x~.. Ee 
took t .he bt·own' pap~r bog' a"'ld l;ft the envelope. t'.'hi.l~ oa the 
street in fror.t of IPS:; he snv tha gi1~1 !Jlf!ce the env·elope out­
s.!.d~ Il'S f'!~d n r.1.:l'1 fro;; n1-. U!.!"'.t~rl~ed Cr:'.r. pi.ck. 1t up o•~d t:::ka it 
a.:v:e.y • 

The paper bag conte.in-2-d r~:::~il nnd oth~r doct.JJ;:f~.:-~ts; 
Herritt 'Has telephonically instructed by S.A Tucker to o?en 
and ·read itc:ns of tiail. SA Tucker lrrtcr picked up the b~g and 
its contents. Herrit;t tms thereafter given the bn·g by SA Tucker 

· "Ri.th its contents to return to n')s. i~o r.;ent~X>rl '\ms rv~d~ in 
this effi.duvi t of Harri tt being given the z;:al'liln envelope con­
taining the l"latcrio.ls tnken by tha f~nle l1i'D sourca in order 
to heve him return the envelope and its cor!tents to Io~.'S. 
Nettitt stated that he had loter learned the idc;'l.tity of the 
female N.l/D source. 'J... ·~ C' / -. I ~ ,-- ;;;._ D 1 '-1-~ r- ~. 

Nothing to indicate that ~hes·~ are consistatlt stnte-
ments has been received fron lfS to. dnte. · 

Et\!CLOS l'RI~ 
7h·: ()I'Oi.,'!f ·t t-tcf ()~m- knew~ T6i WO ~p~ro.aeh~ n~ tl\a..t de~-

cribed in any o:t tne~c ve.c~ioH$ oc~u.rred VlL ••ove.t.:i.H.:r :C::o, i~/1. 
Herritt had called SA Tucker to describe several doc~ents he 
hnd seen at I.~:'S nnd also thn.t he had so~e. i tc:1s fro::1 li .3 th.:1t 

! , 
t : 
I ' 

I: 
• < , ' 

· ; r 

! ~ 

:.;:.-:::---=-----~~-}7ish~~-_.~o give to S~·Tucker. 8 It is noted that SA O'Conaor 
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.H~STITUTE FOR POJ .. ICY STUDIES 
I • 

was m~ay fror.l work £ron before Thanksgiving, Hove.L'\ber 25, 
1971, thl·ough the. weekend following tl~t date. 

SA Tucker met l'!erri tt in Lafe1yette Park 
H~rritt. gave to SA Tucker H~~1cr.al iter.1s i!-:c:luding 
C •··-.-, ,,, ('•..,"' ~ _. •- -'· .- .t !:').~ •·-, •·~ ·• t· ~ ~-.S] •' "'l ; .. ~-~~. J-· -.L ~ •• "~.'~.~1.-•·'c •··- ~··-,-. •• J• (''" ,., rl ,l 0 ,..- ... ~·· "'\'"'~ ,,. : • ,,. , -•-" L"' .1" ~ ... ~..._;;; l .··.l·,'>•l,'~-•-~.·.,,•.,'·.·,j\.t.,•,·.~ ...... '"""'~""•j,#'•• .......... -- ... • ..... _ .. ;...~-~::,. ~-.......... ~: ....... :.~...... ... ~~. ~ ~ .. 

~ome fs~~ ~~e t~ask qt lPS~ 

at ·uhlch time 
a r:~.;t ni l n 

--------- .. - '!'he e.nvelop~~ ·an.:! its contents w·er~~ t.al:en by SA T~2cker 
to the HFOG- qertnin of th~ i tG!f;1s contnin.-2d in the envelope 
were ai{utrlined and one$ a copy of a Sp{;ach given sometine. 
earlier~ 1ms Xerm<ed, No ·inventory ·utis :tlclcle. of the contents .. 
Nothing which had obviously been tnk<Zn £ron or i.nt:c.mded for tha 
f'.J.ails 't·7as it"i.clud~1do Cru;::--:.pled pi~ces of pape?:r nnd other ;!On­
descriDt it~~':ls v~ere included ~·;hich ·uould have icdict::.ted that 
the ntaterials could have co-~e fro~ the trash. ·shortly after 
SA O'Coanor returr..~cl to lW.r.k1 the envelope: a;-;.d its COli.tt!~tts 
-wcn:.·e rettrrncd to l~~~rrltt. He v-ms tc.~ld to retur11 everything 
to t.he trash nt I::'S if tht1t 't·:'f!S v:hr.·n~~~ he h::=d obt<1i ned it. 11~ 
es£~urod t1~n I:}ents. tli.l.!t this 1-:otlld he done a~-.d; shortly· there­
after, stnted t~t it h~d been dorteo 

It is noted th~t for the p~riod J~;m.:~ry 26 ... 30, 1.971 ~ 
1-!.e._'r'_r __ itt- ~ .. ,~r.o "''l •. G~ ... tof-n .. .L nF ~l./i ·'~,"'1 {\"'\•·· -\~-co,.~··.~t.{t)"" f-·,1-r-·,',i!'·'.·lo:! ' - """ ... "" ... ~ 1/-..l. (.1, <,.--(...... __ ,. ...,.. .\.. ... ,._.,. o4... .,.:., -t .. .L ..... ~ ,},,. ...... -- .. --;. ----

-p~t:tuin.ir':(?, to L 3 and a crit1irm.l ii.Otter. 

Several stnten.ents might be P.ade with regard to the 
above: 

1). That SAs O'Connor ur\d 'rucker in.110 "i?ay caused 
Herritt or anyone else to 'yf:ongfully etiter. I?S n~d/or to 
'i1ror~gfully take nnythi.r.g theref.rom. llerritt had, in fnctt 
been spcc.ific.clly i-nstructed naver to do anything which could 
be construed as illegal at IPS or lP1yl.:hcre clsQ. 

Sioilarly,.neither SAs O'Connor nor Tucker ever 
requested l1erritt to open r~il ~hich came from Ii'S or unyplace 
else. 
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' the psrt 
and take 

·· 2) SJ-..s. 0 • Connor an;! Tucker kno"t>r of r.o e.f fort.s on 
of uny source of the: H?i.> to nror:gfully enter. l.i:'S 
docur:1ents therefrom. 

~.:·:tt1r!!~-t;:t ~--:1~: l~.i:(/\~)-~.:.t.:;£; 1.:! n:? t~~·~r:I .r·:,r:: ..... ~~;.: .. :,,· ~~0 ~:·:=:.:-c1~ .. ;:ic ~::.~::~·~i·:::;.~ L·J 
Sl!..i.:'i QfiCo;t~:::)!' a:"!:.-1 'J~~.;!.;1:-;~2-r(; :t·t: i·r; f~~;:-t~!Cr i")-:::[-':::i"~}l:2 t1:&t i2: 
L"~l2r:ritt di.d cc~::rf~:t.t: S\..!.C!1 £tn t.iz~t h:1 tr'As tl-:..:;~~r~£\ftr~r ~-!l tl:t!r. four~d 
out by I.PS or ;1m felt that he wns suspected of such ari ect 
causi.ng him tn furnish tba above-t:ent:tor.£d nffidavits in order 

. to cast: the blcrne for thc!';e acts from hi.rnself o 

United States Secret Service Inqui1.-y Regarding 
!'fer.ri tt 

U•::;·.::·:: 'f-,.~,..1· i •YH c~·~-,~..4 f•',.,t : 4 ::">;··~·:. t+- h"'A ....,.,..,n..,\·f'>·>t·1•f .;::.~i·":-1 c·~· -..?. {':."' r.~ .............. .~ 1•.-·~ .. l,o.\,..,!,#o f'_.,\--!i!.. ......... ~lt.ll , ___ - .t. ,. ---· .. _ f.·:·Jo'l.-_ .... ! :,.\._ ... _ ,... ... - .. ~ ....... ~r..-.. •• -

irlfo:: .. ·t:c::tir"J:l co~·~~!~1~ -·:ir:~ - ~·-t:;:-co.~·!s \-~:·:f; \:'::::.-~~, rc.c~;' ... c:35 .... ~·~ to ~--~~~ritt, 
a tl1"''-~Ht to the> lifQ of ·"v:i.cr>_. l~ .. ~~s; r1r>··~-t· S:?iro /·c;rr;r->\:1 Th~ US~S .&.r- - J,..- .{ .. ""' .,.. • .~......,. .;, • "'._:.,· ... _ o:e 

'l''nS F'f'\!1•''"ct-i!~"T ;",'~C'!i-40-:->'~-1"0"'~ to ,·L:-.~,..... .. ~·{;··~ •71~·~~.,~,.,-,... ''r.,_.,.. ... i~t· t\'-\ ._......, ... .a.w\,.-\. '- •. ~0 -.J. .. •'-'-l-..\. 1~"""''- •• • "''"'"-..,'-:J..."-'.,s, ... L,..,. \.,_J..~'-'-4.-..t...:..a.. ., __ -..t. ~ ..... ...., 

hinsel£ n1ight bu a threat to the Vice ~·r.-esidr~nt beceuse 
e}';perie.nce hnd shmin thnt persons ft.:rrnishin£.! false infr.n:::t:tion 

·might ther:.1selves become a threat. It should be not~d that 
certnin. background information loce.t~d in the· files of 1:1?0, 
FBI, \\'US telcphonicolly relnted to SA Cook by SA Terry T." 
·o 1 Con~or later on tlwt s~e dntc. 

This docu:n.,nt contains n<lHhcr 
recomrncnd'-l:ions nor conclusions of 
the Fr.l. It i~ th<> pro;><>rty of 
!hn F:;! end is lo:med to your aqenc:y; 
lt. c"d lb co~t~nts ere net t1> be 
ctiat:ibuced out:nd~ your cqency. 
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UNITED STATES GC iRNMENT 

M~m·or~dum· 
) ~ 

• ) 
Mr. Clevel~ 
E.- L. Rece~ r 

Admin. 

DATE: March 14, 197 5 Ext. Affairs 
Files &~<;pm. · 

I.Jp<'(nv. _ . \ rr~:~·nr. -·--· 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 111:!1 .. ·\~~ 1x-f 1rl,.P..ct lon_ { _ '-e;Gil' ({'<'Intel I. __ 

1 - Mr. · Recer ~ .v:fi ·l~ Laboratory _ 

SUBJECT : EARL ROBER.??1ERRITT, JR. 
1 Mr. Nelson 'f) \ ·. /) . Pion. & Eval. _ 

1 - Mr Mintz \; Spec. lnv. -.. -.. ·~- o Trolnlng __ 

(Attn. :Mr • McCreight) Legal Coun. _ 

FREEDOM OF INFOIU~1ATION ACT Telephone Rm. _ 
Director $,ae •y _ 

~\• I~ 
'04~ By form letter dated March 4, 1975, the Office l'fi{J\ 

of the Deputy Attorney General enclosed a letter which had n·· · 
been received from Earl Robert Merritt, Jr., . in which ~ !·· 
Merritt has requested thai:; any "investigatory files" :-··;\ 
maintained by the Bureau relating to him be made availabie 
for his inspection and copying under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. A copy of Merritt's letter is attached. 

The Bureau was directed by the Deputy Attorney 
General to comply with the request or deny it, based upon 
the law and existing regulations. 

- -·~ 

It is noted that in 1970 and 1971, Merritt was the 
subject of an interstate transportation of stolen property 

. investigation in which pros~Pf.i ~p w~~ 1'"\d~;~ _line~. . . .I ') f) I c· 2 f :i / 
-. -. . tl\QA~-~j I ·.;_l.; .I 'i l .,.· ' .,.-. (:;! d , ._.#?....-- I I 

- ~ In -addition to the ITSP matter, Merritt is a f 
former Bureau criminal informant, and for this reason, the 
Freedom of Information Act Unit of the Offiqe of Legal 
Counsel has requested our comm~nts concerning this request. 

. ~ 

On October 1, 1971, Merritt presented himsel~ ~~ 
Agents of the Washington Field Office and advised that _heN'M\ '7 6 i915 
wished to furnish, and be paid for, information regarding11 ~ 
criminal and "New Left" activities. He was opened as a ·- _ ___. ___ ............. 
potential criminal informant at that time. On November· 30, 1971, 
he was converted to an approved criminal informant and was 
operated as such until June 8, 1972, when he was closed for 
having furnished unreliable inf-ormation. From October, 1971, 
to May, 1972, he was paid a total of $1,960 for services and 

I : • 

~ . · ,xp,_~es. -. 1 , .. 

"~·;~~~ '/: .. ·~j 3> 7-1% I'!~-
nclosure , · t · .. . : 
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E. L. Recer to Mr. Cleveland 
Re: Earl Robert Merritt, Jr. 

After being closed, Merritt disclosed his former 
relationshi-~. w-j.t~ the Bureau to representatives of the media. 
He made some untrue statements, including the allegation that 
WFO Agents had threatened his· life in an attempt to insure 
that he never reveal his role as an informant. . . 

The proper response to Merritt's request is, of 
course, a matter to be determined by the Office of Legal 
Counselo It would appear, however, that the material in 
the informant file is not "investigatory" in ·nature, and 
the operation of an informant is not, .in and of itself, an 
investigation. Other than the aforementioned ITSP case, the 
only investigation of Merritt which is reflected in the 
informant file is a check of appropriate local criminal 
agencies when he was opened as a PCI. 

Merritt provided information in matters within 
our jurisdiction, but these of course do not relate to him 
as a subject or suspect, and would notappear to fall within 
the scope of his request. 

It is further noted that in regard to those 
investigations in which he provided information, his 
assistance was in the form of an investigative technique, 
which we are not required to disclose under Section b(7) 
of the Act. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Unless the.Office of Legal Counsel is of the 
opinion that we must furnish material from Merritt's 
informant file, it is recommended that by appropriate 
communication, he be advised that the information 
contained in that file is being denied him. 
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- .. ·-··--
Office of the Deputy Attorncy GeneraL 
'united States Departnent of Justice 
Washington, p. C. 20530 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to the Free~ of In.:orr:1ation Act, 5 
U.S.C. § 552~ as amended, and 28 C.F.R. § 16.3, I here­
l;>y request that you nake avail<1~le for inspection and. 
copying any :.nvestig:ttory files ~.ain·=:.nined by the Federal 
Dureau of Investigation, either in L:s office at. the seat 
of gov~rr..:."Tien-t or in ij;;; ~·iashington F.i.:eld· Office, relating 

·to E. A..}! L ~.,_\::.•:...?,-+- J....\;;:_R~: ,~._)uB] ect o£ cour:::;e to the exceptions 
• enumernted in 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b) (7), <ls amended by P.L. 

93-502. 

Sinccrel:t yours, 

.. 
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TO 

FROM 

. Memorandum 
1 - Mr 
1 Mr. 

\ .w. 
W. R • 
R. L. 
T. J. 

l\Ioore, Jr. Assoc. o;,, ~ 
Dcp. AD t{d~: -_/ · 

W anna 11 . Dop. Ah~~-"~-~ 

:Mr. W. R. Wannall 

n. L. 

.. Q 
Shackelford iP~:.a... 

1 
1 

Mr. 
- !IIr. 

DATE: 3/28/75 

Shacke lf or d\••'· o_;;.t 
McNiff Admii}--

Comp. Syst, _ 

Ext. Affairs _ 
Files & Com._ 
Gon.lnv. __ 

ldenl.---4.. 

lnspocti~ 
Intel!~ .l•} 

Laboratory _ 

cf) 
. v{;).;A 

Plan. & Eval. _ 1 

t 
'£ MEP-RITT 

Spoe.lnv._ 

Training __ 

Legal Coun. _ 

Telophone Rm. _ 

Director Soc'y _ 

. 7 
To advise of article ·appearing in 3/28/75-edition of ' 

PURPOSE: 

11 The Washington Post,'' to the effect -that information furnished ? 
by captioned individual to both the FBI and Wasbington , ~ 

lliietropoli tan Police Department (!1IPD) wl1ile acting as an / ·:../ } 
informant is mostly irrelevant. /-. ... ./ 

DETAILS: 

/7 1 .,r' .. ""l 
(/ ·~ ;·-···.._.. v 

"The Washington Post" edition of 3/28/75, on page 
C-1 contains an article (attached), captioned "Informant's 
Data Mostly Irrelevant," \'thich refers to approximately 50 
pounds of material compiled by Earl Robert Illerritt :for the 
combined time he served as an informant for both the . · 
Washington l\IPD and the FBI. The article contains no 
allegations against the FBI, but highlights the super­
ficiality of information accumulated by hlerritt during the 
late 1960s and early 1970s. ~.Ierritt c1aiDs he was 9aicl 
approximately $1,500 by the I·.IPD covering the period April 

I to October, 1971, and then he became an inform,ant of the 
L FBI until J~me, 197~, ~-~l~_g..t.JJ)g_g_!,'l£~~r $~~.??..: · 

Review of Bureau files indicates that Merritt, 
an admitted homosexual,· wt>.s a oa~...ti11iJJ.1lL_:!-~P.-=f_o~~-~~~- ~.! ... 
the Washington Field Office (WFO) fro1~1 October 1, 1971 .. 
until he was discontinued June 1, 197,.?....; .... as doub . .,C11ad.,_,.T)'een 
cast upon .. his"Creatt5J.Ti .. t"y:--""'!Ji.rrl.ng·"'t;1iat ueriod, he was 
J?._aid foJ.~rmati:on furnishe¢Von a c. o: d_.~-~~~s-;.,.....~r~tq:tal, 

r~l .970. Ii1i''E1n:T·~contttct~·,{itll '11:Ui'C\vns ·«made as he was !.:nown 
o an us soc ··a e of John .. ~anldn Davis, a CAPBOI.I (bombinrr 

of U.S. Capito /71) spect, and .because it wa$ believe!../ ·. /"? "' ..-- II') ~} I (t'- ~ - ' ')· Enclosure .....) I d. - J 
137-23143 CONTINUED - 0 ER _ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Vl. R. Wannall 
ne: Earl Robert Merritt 
137-28143 

he was in contact with Weatherman fugitives. From January, 
1972, to llay, 1972, he reported on conversations he reportedly 
had with Weatherr.tan associates. On 5/30/72, however, he 

J
reporte~on n: ·conversation he 'itas supposen to have had with 
Davis in Washington, D. C., on the saMe date that Davis was 
being~nterviewed by Bureau Agents in another part of the 
country. Further, during the latter interview, Davis 
described hlerritt to Bureau Agents as an individual he 
believed to be an informant. Services of I1lerri tt were then 
discontinued. 

In 9/74, Herri tt related to a ne·ws reporter that 
he had carried out, for the Bureau, tactics described in 
the then recently released COIJTTELPii.O report, nearly a 
year and a half after the program was ordered halted, and he 
made several allep;a tions of ir.1proper conduct on the part of 
handling Agents. All of the allegations were vehemently 
refuted by involved personnel,and the news reporter was 
furnished full facts concerning the matter. Details con­
cerning this incident were set forth in my memorandum-to 
y~u dated 11/21/74, captioned above. 

OBSERVATIONS: 

The above article appears to be prefaced upon 
another attempt by llerritt to obtain notoriety. As the 
article contains no allegations against either.the Burehu 
or its personnel, no additional action is deemed nec­
essary by this Bureau. 

RECOW.IENDA TI ON: 

None. Apove submitted for information. 

~'~ . q~,.,.. 
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Data Mostly l 
lc~rele'Vtl11t 
I 

By Paul W. Valentine 

. -Merritt. made copies of his files ,. 
· available to :The Washington· Post after · 
D.c: Police Chief Maurice ~- Cull~- I 
nane issued· a ~eport earhe~ th~s 

1 Washington Post Staff Writer month acknowledgmg that the mtelh- ·· 
Art Roscoe is righthanded, has a .re- gence division collected thousands of 

ceding hair line-long dark brown hair, unevaluated and ip;elevant files on 
long shaggy beard 10ith some gray- local .political figures and organiza­
black rim.glp.sses. gold wedding band on tions. 
left hand -H: 5-11-W: 175: The detailed physical description of 

This description of author and com· Waskow is one of the few independen· 
munity activist Arthur I. Waskow, com· tly developed reports made by J.Vler­

ritt-written in September, 1971, after 
, plete with the misspelling of his last Merritt attended a prison reform meet-

name, is part of almost 50 pounds of ing chaired by Waskow. 
'assorted documents and files main· Yet; police acknowledge its value is 
tained by former FBI and D.C. police virtually nil: it describes a man who 
informant Earl Robert Merritt during already was well known to the police 

anci who was a familiar public figure 
the antiwar days of the late 1960s and . in the antiwar and civil rights move· 
ea-rly 1970s. ment of that time. 

The fil!!S, consisting primarily of an- Merritt says his control officers in 
tiwar tracts, leaflets, flyers, maHouts, the intelligence division 'specifically in-
news. clippings and other publicly avail- structed him to include detailed physi-
a:ble documents, have been described cal descriptions, including the racial 

and ethnic appearance of individuals 
by both l\!Iei-ritt and his superiors in he monitored. 
the intelligence dh·ision of the D.C. po- The control officers. .Christopher 
lice department as "mostiy junk." Scrapper, now a sergeant in the first 

·Merritt estimates the FBI and D c police district, and Charles Robinson, 
· · · . · · now an investigator for the General 

l[ 

pohce paid htm a total of $4,500 m sal- Services Administration,. deny they 
aries and expenses for his efforts for a gave such instructions. . 
14-month period between April, 1971, The meettng was beld at the Insti· 
and June, 1972. Both police and FBI tute for Policy Studies, then at 1520 
have verified that he worked for them:.._____,, · · · 'D D' 

1 
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. BY Larry Morris-The Washington Post (j ~The mes o! ""' ~~:··· Mmuh Aim?'' 50 ··r ~( papm, :••fl•\'· . 
: ew Hampshire Ave. NW, an inde· and other vice-related surveillance in· · 
'_pendent public policy research "think tlie Dupont Circle area. · 

tank" that police had asked Merritt to · With the increase in antiwar demon-
il)filtrate. The institute had attracted a strations and· the advent of the massive 
number of leftist activists during the 
antiwar movement. 

Merritt's report notes that 80 per­
~·sons attended, including "35 females, 45 
:;men, 8 Negroes, 6 Negro men, 2 Negro 
;·women, 8 foreign, as of German de­
~:scent." 

' '·. Al~o, it said the "majority of whites 
· looked to be Jewish, some Spanish and 
.small peu!entage of Irish, etc." 
. Included in . Merritt's files was. a 
rough sketc~ showing the ground floor 

·plan of. the Institute for Policy Stu-· 
i' dies. ' 
1 Waskow, ·a 'senior fellow at the insti-

tute, recalled the prison reform meeting 
· and said that with the exception of the 
. spelling of'his name, Merritt's descrip­
·.tion of him was "essentially correct." 

Merritt, 30, who "surfaced" more 
.than 18 months ago and has spoken 
publicly several times about his under­

. cover activity, has ·been chat·acterized 
·. by police as an inefficien't and unrelia­

ble intelligence gatherer. 
~ An acknowledged homosexual; :Mer­

ritt came to Washington from the hills 
of West Virginia and became a crimi­
nal informant for the police depart­
ment ~ 1970, .helping with narcotics 
.... I • 

. Mayday di~ruptions in the spring of . 

. 1971, he said, he was switched to politi­
cal. intellig~nce, although he had little 
knowledge of the antiwar movement 
and its underlying philosophies. 

Given the code name "Butch." he 
worked for the police department's in­
telligence division from April to Octo­
'f?er, 1971, at $50 a week, plus expenses, 
grossing about $1,500, he says, before 
he switched to the FBI where he was 
paid about $75 a week plus expenses 
until June,.1972, collecting another $3,-
000. 

He also was in pet·iodic contact with 
the Treasury Department's Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms Bureau and was 
given $150 in April, 1971, to accompany 
i\layday . organizer Jack Davis to X cw 
York City. An ATF spokesman con­
firmed that the bureau give Sl50 for 
the Xew York assignment to a confi­
dential source known only- as "Butch." 
?>lerritt said ATF wanted to determine 
if any firearms or explosives were be­
ing brought in for ;,\layday, Merritt 
said he found none. 

Both police and FBI officials say 
they were dissatisfied wHh Merritt and . 
fired him. They. acknowledge that the 
quality of informants varied widely, 
but Merritt was inferior to most others 
used during the antiwar movement. __ . . ~ 
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~tt. Earl Rober~~rritt, 
l145 23rd Street, N. w. 

.-Washington, D. c. 20037 

Dear Mr. Merritt: 

Jr .. 

May ~16, 1975 

REGISTERED RETUIL~ RECEIPT 

1 Mr. Cleveland 
AttN: Mr. Riley 

1 - Mr. Gebhardt 
Attn: Mr. Mohr 

Enclosed are several pages of ~~terial from our 
., ::}·ecords pertaining to your Freedom of Information Act request. 
f /;· 

.I } 

/ 1 gation involving forged checks l ' outside the state in ~·lhich the 
J •,: 'a confidential source file. 
r ·',. r 

These documents \:7ere derived from (1) ~n investi­
dra~;n on an account located 
checks wera passed and, (2) 

•, ;~,- .: l" 
/ . \ _. / Other docu .. Titents contained within these t'llm files 

· ;t ..:· t' are not being disclosed based on the follo'lf7ing st.a·tutory 
~J /' j provisions: 

f. ~~ ~ .. . 

,/ :;-r 
.:,·. _~,·~. 
(: -. 

i .~/ · ·. • : 
I-{ t.!) • ' . 
~~ ~ :' / { 

,-·~~~·co· 
l:'c~"':u,.; 

1. The docmnents relate to internal practices of 
this Agency, the disclosure of lvhich t-lould adversely affect 
a significant agency function, 'J~itle 5, United States \ : 
Code, Section 552 (b) {2),. that function bei11g developmen\,. i 
evaluation, direction and ~elnUl1Cration of Confide:nt:ial 1···/ 

J ;_J l 

sources. ;' ~!} 
"··~ ~. 

J I 4 .. 

~; ~ -~ · 2. Certain doctunents involve privileged il'l.for-. 
~ •. ~ .... ~ · r~ation and are protected. by Title 5, United States Code, 
t:L ~ .· ! .. · Section 552 (h) (4). ~·he privilege asserted in this instance 
-· .. ··=•u..... is the lawyer-client relationship bet,.,.7een Department of 

Justice attorneys serving as legal advisors to Federal . 
employees . sued. i~ tort ~u their };-1-Arson_al capacity on . 
ac
7
count of offl.cl..al actions.·~~· Rlt'C] 

137 
/1 r; 

1
.,,

3 
\ ,I 

iAssoc.Dir._ 1867i ~ t. ., _ vf X. 7 - / :...-~ 
Dep. "AD Adm. _ 

! Dep. AD lnv. _ 3. Some of these documents con tJ':tn ""L'!VV 1 'l.Q ti£~ 
!Asst. Dir.: and rec9!. endations requested by superiors of subordina"Ces sub-
; ~~:~~·syst. _ sequer_;X." to ad'V<\r!;je megi~ publica tio11s and St t/W~ ~%J>:ro.Jnvol ving 

Ex•. Alloirs _ the-,FBI, ~\fhich \:'ql.a.:1?.'6s directly to you as a confidehi!!al 
Filos & com.:.--.·· source. These dddp_~en ts are exe.'llpt from d~ ·under 
~::·t.1:== ~~\ri KSiJt't ·l l~; . Ar L ~ ---.ot, 

Inspection·_ 2 - Th~elilH,'j"""~ttorney General ·lixkcX'_.t. 
lnt•"·-- Att tion: ·Susan M. Hauser .. '..J 
Laboratory_ J i 1 C!l /..-J E 1 ( 6) 
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•• 
~~. Earl Robert Merritt, Jr.. 

Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 {b) (5) as releQ.sa 
·would inhibit. the interchange of suggestions, recorr.mendati.ons 
and proposed policy changes ~"fithin the Executive Branch of · 
tha Government .. 

· 4. Certain irtforrnaticn fu.rnish<;:d by yourself as 
·a confident:i.al source was dissa'llinatcd. to o·thar law enforce­
·ment agencies investigating watters within their jurisdictiono 
It ia not feasible for the FBI to confirm the current ·status 
of eclch of these in".t~stigations. As release of data COl'1Cerning 
these cases :might interfer!~ with enforcsae~t proceedings, 
denial is based on Title 5, United Stat~s Code, Section 552 
{b). (7) (1\.}. Fu.rthermore, the FBI has a continued J..nterest 
in certain. l<lat·ters within its jurisdiction also protected 
from dlsclosure under (b) (7) (A). 

5~ Many doc1~oents contain references to third 
parties which did not oriqinat.e \>.dth your disclosure \\rould 
be an invasion of. privacy as to these persons: therefore, 
denial is predicated upon Title 5, United States Code, 
Section 552: · (b) (7) (C) and {D) .. 

6. As to inforn~tion which did originate from 
you, the FBI asserts Title 5, United states Code, Section 552 
(b} (7) (D)~ specifically the phrase, '.:confidential information 
furnished only by the confidential source." The interest 
protected by this clause of proyision (b) {7) (D) is not that 
of the infon~ant 1 but of the Government~ Release to you 
may be construed as release to the public and preclude an 
assertion of confidentiality as to a request from anyone 
else for the sa.'11e infonna.tion. 

7~ In nddition, the FBI asserts Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552 (b) {7) {E) as to certain domun~nta 
which pertain to our investigative techniques and procedures. 
OUr reasons are the same ~s those asserted in the paragraph 
marked l. above .. 

You have thirty days from receipt of this letter 
to appeal to tile Attorney General from any denia~ containod 
herein. Appeals should ba directed in writing to b~e Attorney 
General (Attention: Freedom of Information A.ppeals Unit) , 
Washington, D. c. 20530. The envelope and the letter 

2 -
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t-tt. Earl Robert lferritt, Jr. .. -·. ·. \\t-.: 
\ .~ \ ' . . -:.• · \ ~-, ' . \ 

-. 

shoulu be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" or~~- \ 
11!nformation Anneal. 'f Follmdng the Attorney General • s · \ ~\ 
decision, judicial revim·T is available in the district of . \ . \ 
your residence or principal place of business, or in the ''\\ ~-... 
District of Colu...'TLbia, where the records are situated. ~~~· ., 

·,\,. 
,V·'\ 

. \ '\ . , \ 
Sinc.H::rely ~rours 1 

C. M. KeUe~ 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

:~ ?\'' '\ \->~·--~ .:\ \\~· -~ 

Enc'losurea ( 6) 

': . 

NOTE: Earl Robert Merritt, the requester, is a former 
confidential source of the FBI whose source file was 

. : 
: . 

; ! 

~ : ·. '· 
I . \ ' ' .. 

' 't~ • 1 \ 

closed upon determination he had furnished false information 
to Bureau Agents. Subsequently, Merritt made false and 
malicious allegations to the news media regarding the FBI 
and the Metropolitan Police Department, WDC, regarding .the 
direction and tasks he performed as a source. Some of these 
allegations constitute the basis for certain causes of 
action alleged in Institute·for policy Studies, et al, 
v. John N. Mitchell, et al, C~v2l Action No. 74-316 
U.S.D.C. District of Columbia. 

The Bufiles involved with this request are 137-
28143 and 87-111347; 

By prior memorandum, Special Investigative Division 
concurs with the FOIA section regarding release. The initial 

\ :\ 

· disclosure contemplated has been significantly narrowed to 
include only descriptive information, closing serials and 
certain newspaper articles. As for the 87 case, disclosure 
has been limited to a serial revealing .the prosecutive opinion. 

This response is being posted by registered mail, 
return receipt requested with the instruction, "Deliver 
Only to Addressee. 11 

3 -

~ 
I 

' ~ . 

I r 

I 
1 

. ' 



• 

t~v"o Lift Cuitain on Undercover WOrk 
· Tell of Succ.esses, Failures as Infiltrators of Antiwar Group,__s...,., _ ... 

B Paul w V;lenrnf -~ ~hei1· di~closur~.s nl.so~·o- . . 
Y • 1 vide some glimpse of the th£ug~ they bot~. cqn~uc:ted 

washln~:ton Post starr Writer contrasting kinds of people sm'n!lll_ancc. of antiwar dem-
Two men who infiltrated lthe I•'Bl uses for informants. onstrations m 1970 and 1971 

the antiwar movement here The two men are: and then almost simultane-
for the FBI and D.C. police " Earl Robert l\'ferritt tim· ously penetrated the Insti-
from 1970 through 1972 have id. zg.yenr-old, small-town tute fo~ Policy Stud!es 
described their operations, I West Virninian who never (IPS), a .,overnmental policy 
parting the curtain momen- i · " research organization here. 
tarily on the tangled world I finished high school and ·. 1\Ierritt worked first for 
of the political undercover says he "didn't even know the police department and 
informant. what a Weatherman was" nthen the FBI, each time on 

In interviews with The \until FBI agents told him. a salaried basis, he says. 
Washington Post, they de- : He is a self-described homo- Barrett, "working more as 
tailed their successes, fail· ! sexual. a volunteer than anything 
ures, a few absurdities, but • J.A. Barrett. a beefy, ag- else," he says, was utilized 
most of all the personal con- gressive, 36-year old urban ~by the FBI onlv and was 
fusion, ambivalence and ag. Irish Catholic ethnic with a paid expenses bu·t no salary. 
ony they said they endured one-time penchant for vio· :\lerritt's identity was first 
in doing such work for the lence who saw the police· divulged by the Daily Rag, a 
country. radical street clashes of the small activist community 

l\luch of their·work. they antiwar movement as a newspaper here that pub-
said, was superficial and pe· "cultural war 'between work· lishcd a carefully worded in· 
ripheral, and in the long run iug class grunts • . . and terview with ::.\Ierritt in its 
they provided little they spoiled upp~r class WASP Oct·. 5-12 issue. The text had 
COl!ld judge as being of real and Jewish kids." . first been cleared and ap-
consequence. Each informant said he proved by l\Ierritt's attor-
·-{The FBI, in keeping with was caught in a web of fi· ney, :Oavid B. Isbell, of the 
time-l~o~wr;d tradi~ion~ doe~ nancial or polit_ical circum· . washington law· firm o! Cov-
~;t'Officially acknowledge stance compelling him to ingtOJi & Burling ...... · . ......>' 

that either f!lan worked for continue covert surveil· Shy, hesitant, baby-faced, 
the agency. But it has been lance of people and institu· !\1erritt agreed to a subse-
indepcndently determined tions long after his original quent interview by The Post1 
that both ·were utilized as zeal to do so had ceased. but only in the presence o£1 

'

street-level FBI informants Each says he did not know his attorney. 
-one on a S50-to-S75·a-week the Qth<'r wo.s '!~over In contrast. Barrett spoke 
salaried basis, the other pri· operative at the time, :freely with this reporter in t 
marily as a volunteer on :m 'both formal and informal 
expenses-only basis. One· c•onversations during the· 
man also worked for the iast several months. llis 
D.C. twlice department. Identity has not been previ-

Many of their alleged acts oush' tii~r<:!at..ed. · ·-' ':--"' 
· of sur\'eillance could nol be 
corroborated. but sources 

fwithin the Flll confirmed 
that details of pay arrange-

, ml'nts and other lransac· 
Jtinns \l:ith l!te FBI. !ll's~ti.lwd 
by the-nte'lnt~c mr.hcnuc. 
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"My motto was 'let's rin 
'&rrtll!aild .do soml!OITifglo 
'em' " savs . Barrett recull­
fng' how· he first ' entered 
antiwar demonstrations here 
in the late 1960s as a free­
lance observer and occa: 
sional street fighter who 
:would trip, punch and jab 
demonstrators during me­
lees with the police. It. was a 
habit he took with him 

twhen he joined the FBI in­
. Vormant ranks in 1970, but 

he s~ys he has since repdi· 
ated it. 
' "At first, ! .thought my an­
tagonism toward the left 
was an ideological one," 

· Ban-ett said, "but now I know 
it was 'cnltural. 

"I'm working-rlass Irish 
Catholic . . . These upper 
class WASP and Jewish kids 
of the new left were the 
~;ons and daughters of the 
people charging me 36 per 
cent on a ·loan • . . They 
owned the slums and the 
tenements. They paid only 
$1.25 an hour for hard work. 
· "Those kids really held us 

in contempt-us, the work· . 
ing class slobs, the beer 
drinkers, the hard hats, the 
pigs, the grunts-the people 
\yhO fight the wars and po­
lice the streets of this coun­
try, who keep. the nation 
moving while they piddle 
around with their intellectu­
alism." 
• .Thus, said Barrett, when 
he became an informant, "! 
had joined the army of the 
Lord." 
•. Three years later, Barrett, 
tlte one-time GOP ward· 
.beeler in i\Jaryland and 
hard-nosed Young Ameri· 
cans for Freedom (YAF) ac· 
.1.~\·ist, is not so sure. Three 
years in the trenches with 
the new left had taken a cer­
tain toll. 
: ''I had a hell of a time 

knowing where I began and 
\\·here m~· role ended," he 
a~ld. "I was very confusl'd. 

· "I knew I was no longer a 
YAFcr, but I didn't want to 

· .:et Into the left culture. ~i· 
, the!'. · " .... ~l 

. • '\ 

.. 

. ::r felt I. was lyin~ .on a 
jUil>:Jie Jsland surrounded bv 
fever swamps recovering 
from the withdt·awal symp­
toms of a tl'ue believer." 

He said, "When I started 
I could give you an operat: 
ing definition of 'right' and 
'left,' but there's no way in 
God's world ' I could do, it 
now." 

Barrett still has not re-
lloh·ed questions about 

\fwhether current FBI sur­
veillance practices are .. mor-
ally correct. . 

"If the govemment hears 
thnt a group is trying to 
blow up the Capitol or kill 
the President," he said, "it 

·has a right to find out if it 
is true and stop it throu"h 
surveillance ... But, if th~y 
find out it is not true, how 
do you pull 'em back? How 
do you keep surveillance 
within limits? That's the 

•problem, as I see it.· Once 
the surveillance ball starts 
rolling, it's hard to stop it." 

Because so · many police· 
men and other law enforce­
ment officers are "workin<'. 
~lass. ethnics" with a heavy 
mfust.on of Catholic conserv­
atism, they are naturally an­
tagonistic toward the "smart 
middle-class airs" of the 
new left, Barrett said. 

fHe described the FBI as a 
"bunch of· Fordham boys 
watching Harvard boys." 

While Barrett ' perceives 
himself as a person struo-. 
gling to comprehend the cui­

. tural gap between the ri<Tht 
and the left. Merritt said his 
fundamental lack of educa­
tion in the realm bf politics 
of either the left or the 
right made it diffiC'ult for 
him to penetrate the anti­
war movement with any real 
activist credibility. 

Uninitiated in radical left 
liferature or rhetoric he 
was unable to participate ·in 
political· discussions and 
nc\'er tried to Insinuate him­
self into the movement's ad­
ministrative hierarchv de­
spite police reqiJ~~~t he 
do ~"tr.1nnnid. •• 

' - t"' . ,. ~ .. ' 
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"But. ~here v.:,!!rt> •• otber 
peoifu;ttnn~. too, who were 
just as naive and ignora.nt . 
as I was," he said, "so I 
didn't stick out like a sore 
thumb." 

Merritt first entered the 
world of undercover surveil­
lance when he was recruited 
by the Washington police 
department to do criminal 
narcotics work in the Du· 
pont Circle area in mid-1970. 

With the build-up in prep­
aro.tions for the massive an­
tiwar Mayday protests the 
followin.g spring, however, 
he was switched to the po­
lice intelligence division. He 
was assigned the code name 
"Butch" an'd control number 
16. 

. The police department 
confirmed his identity but, 
/like the FBT. would not dis­
(''Jss details of his job. 

l\lerritt said police intelli· 
gt.~ee ied'uiters specth~o.I(y 
sought him because they 
wanted a "white gay male'~ 
to cultivate antiwar gay ac· 
tlvist Jack Davis who was 
r!!puted to be organization· 
ally close to Rennie Davis 
(no relation), longtime war 
protester and a chief archi· 
teet of the planned Mayday 
disruptions. 

But Merritt did not get 
far. "I tried to get close to 
both of them," he said, "but ; 
just impossible . . . They 
were too busy moving 
around," and he relayed no 
important information on ei· 
ther of the Davises to police. 

Soft spoken and clean sha­
\'Cn with short red hair, 
l\ferritt said he tried to 
blend inlo the antiwar 
crowd at organizational 
meetings by playing the role 
of "just an~ther activist." 

Paddliiu~ about from one 
antiwar offiC'e to another in 
downtown Washington, he 
said, he did odd jobs as a 
"volunteer" while-;noting au· 
tomobile tag numbers and 
the names and addrc:~ses of 
activists and phonin{! them 
ln _rc!,'.ulnrlv to tl~ in· 
tc1li~~ncc divisi<>"n. 

The polic~ "asked me to 
joi'~layda~hal 
training, too," he said, "but 
I couldn't get 'into it· .. ; • I 
was too spread out." 

I 

As the tempo of surveil­
lance increased in the weeks 
just before ~layday, "I was 
asked to call in (to 
intelligence) every hour ... 
I called in up to 16 times on 
Mayday itself," giving first 
hand street reports of activ­
ity. 

The ·Mayday protest ac­
tion-which triggered the 
arrest of more than 12,000 
persons, along with inten­
sive ban-ages of police tear 
gas ·and the brief occupation 
of portions of the city by 
federal troops-also brought 
on what i\'lerritt says was 
his first disillusionment 
with the law enforcement 
establishment. 

The. mass arrests and 
what he described as brutal­
ity by police "disgusted me,'' 
Merritt said, and he began 
questioning polil!e proce­
dures, including intelligence 
gathering. 
. Hereto{ore, he .-said, he 
had believed police surveil­
lance "was the right thing to 
do because I believed (the 
antiwar movement) was a 
communist attempt to over- · 
throw the government." 
Now his perspective was 
changing, he said. 

Though he wanted ·to ex­
tricate himself from infor­
mant work, he said, there 
also "was the matter of 
some (bad) checks" he had 
written earlier in West Vir­
ginia and he feared the po­
lice might threaten him 
with arrest for the checks if 
he .stopped working for 
them. 

So he continued on the 
police pa~:roll, he says, 
drawing $50 a week salary 
plus expenses of $25 to $35 a 
week. 

He 'vent through a t 
"limbo" period !or the next • 
two months as antiwar 
strl'.d...1rlli:ilY dwindled af· • 

..:: Moyd~:w: __ ~·. d 
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~]len on ,Tuly 16, 1971, he . ·•vag~cly,"then added that .~~said ~.e ':enm:ted 
!laid, {he hi.tcllig'!!llce aivi- his- pohce • mentllt's,' · in•· a no Weathet· peopfe entering 
sion asked him to rather facetious manner, the IPS and in fact told 
"concentrate" on the Insti· used Arthur Waskow as a Jack Davis. alleged by po· 
lute for Policy Studies · at comparison model." lice to have above-ground 
1520 New Hampshire Ave. contact with the Weather or-
NW. · Waskow, a hefty bearded ganization, about what he 

"I didn't even know what man, is an IPS fellow and was doing. 
it was," he said. "They told veteran activist in antiwar l Likewi~e. Barrett said the 
me it was a communist and Jewish affairs here. Fl3l asked him to watch for 
think tank." In addition to · monitoring "couriers" at IPS delivering 

(The IPS, a frequent tar· the )>Iarxism·anarchism sem· money to Weather fugitives. 
get of criticism by conscn·a· inars, ~lerritt said, police Supplied with photographs 
th·e political figures is de- asked him to seek a job as a of six or seven suspected 
scribed by its co·di'rectors research assistant to one of couriers, Bm·rl!tt said he 
Marcus Raskin and Richard the IPS fellows. sighted one and reported his 
J. Bamet as an independent l\Ierritt voiced concern presence immediately. He 
center for research and edu· that he was not education· ~I said he does not know if the 
cation in alternative con- ally equipped for such a I FBI took any action. 
c~pts .of public policy in role. Merritt says he became so 
such areas · as foreign aid "I questioned my ability distraught with his.- IPS 
education, military budget: tq do it," he said, "but ·the i work that by September, 
and health services. The pri· police seemed to think it ) 1971, he told Robert E. Hcrz. 
vatcly funded institute SUp· would be (the job of) a glori· stein, an IPS board member 
ports 17 full-time fellows fied errand boy." and attorney in the firm at 
and a research staff of Half heartcdly, he said, he Arnold & Porter about it, 
about 50 persons.) . applied for the job but and in _,_pgcember, 1971, 

1\Ierritt said police inter· never !!ot it. made a similar confession to 
est in IPS 1 - Arthur Waskow. 

was apparent Y In the m' eant1'me, '". ·Iern'tt whetted by announcement !I - Yet, for another six 
that a series of weekly was "terminated" by the po· ! months, until June, 1972, he 
1\Iarxism-anarchism semi· lice department (the wave continued calling in low-
nars were to be held there, of dramatic antiwar street I grade intelligence reports to 
led ·by Marxist scholar demonstrations had subsided the FBI field office, he said. 
Alfred Henley ·and Karl by mid-1971, ·he· said, and · When he could stand it no 
Hess, one-time Goldwater the intelligence division was longer, he said, he deliber· 
speech writer turned an· run.ning out of money to ately falsified a report on 
archist theoretician and ex- pay informants). · Jack · Davis' whereabouts. 
aminer of alternative life With the recommendation JFBI field agents quickly de· 
styles. of his police superiors, he termined through other in· 

"My job was to go to the was hi,red by the Washing- formants that the report 
classes and count how many \ton field office of the FBI at was incorrect, Merritt said, 
people were there," .Merritt S50 to S75 a week and con· and he was fired. • 
said. tinued his work at the IPS. He has since tried to drop 

In addition to any names He was by {his time so out of sight, refusing to di-
he could obtain, he said, po- disillusioned with the law vulge his home address or 
lice asked him for an attend- enforcement establishment, . 1· place of employment. 
ance breakdown as to males he said, that he was deliber- ' B~rrett says he was first 
and females, blacks and ately cutting down on the ~tilized by the FBI in the 
whites, "Jews, Germans and amount of information he sprin~ of 1970, after he and , 
people of eastern European reported. He said he main· a. companion offered ·the 
extraction." lained the guise of the in· agency some film they had 

He said, "I was told to former, how~ver, because "! taken of street demonstra-
look for Europeans in look needed the money" and be· tions in Washington. 
and dress •.• They told me cause of the continuing pos· Thereafter, he said, he 
to look for certain cloth in~ sible threat of arrest for the monitored demonstrations 
styles (and) physical appear· checks in West Virginia. re[.!ularly, phoning in street 
anccs, like high cheek hlis FBI control a~cnts ad· actions and plans to the 
bones. High check bones ditionally instructed him, he field office. He also contin-
were supposed to be Ger· said, to watch for "Weather ucd to shoot moving film or 
m"tl or l'tlSSI· ... n demonstrators "'nd W", s .. ' · · " or some· fugitives" entering the IPS, " " 
thing ... Yes, accents, too. 1 3 rt>ference to a dozen re· reimhursed for his camera 
Was • e l t f cosfs, he said. • suppos < u report or· putcd members o! the vio-
ei:.uutcccnts." lent underground Weather· 

He said he told poli<-e that man orf.!anization wanted in 

i 
I 
l 

I 

l.I.e sairl he was also ask 
to "check 'out" I\:l,-rt"-ircs\ 
who by 1970 had turnet 
away from Goldwater cori 
~ervatism and became acti\'( 
l~ • the. antiwar movem€'nt• 
ltvmg m a houseboat colon•! 
off Buzzard Point in South: 
west Washington. I 

"They wanted to kno\J. 
w~at !~e was doing," Barrett' 
sa1d. There were rumors he' 
was messing with some\ 
pretty heavy people." 

B.arrett pursued Hess spo-\ 
radL.cally at fjrst and did not ' 
beg~n to "zero in" on him i 
u~tll the sul!'mer of 1971, he 1 
sa1d, when Hess and Henlev i 
began t·heir :Marxism-ana;. \ 
chism seminar at IPS. · i 
T~ou?h he devoted most \ 

of hts t1me to Hess, Barrett · 
says he circulated generally 
through IPS, .coming to 
know many of its rE:se<~rch 
f:nows, exchanging political 
;-:1ews_ with them and 

playmg the role of resident 
redneck." 

"I even joked about the 
fact that I was an infor· 
mant." he said. "I refused to 
play the gam(' of bein!! sv.:n· 
pathetic to thc:- new left. I 
spoke and act€'d cxacth· the 
way I felt ... The only thing 
was thcv djdn' ~~alJy. know 

'most lJCOille at I l'S were connection with tho born· 
h.•wish." Ask('(( how he dis· bin~ or numerous public - __ ..,'" .. -.T!Jif.· •• ....~- • . • ? _, -·>' .. • ~-n.' 

~~~ .... -;• ...... .-.. --- \ 1-ing•ui~ 1\cd JC'ws from non· buildint!S. in,.lut!itto• •'-···\"--
ft-ws.l.~said hP ''""''' ·'· ·• • • : . ·.. .v... .. .. ) 

. ;,: 
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tl1~t I. was,, in fact an i~or-
manf." ~- · · 

Hess recalls Barrett as a 
•"\"erv thoughtful, · smart 
~uy': who liked to write and 
who "made some really inci· 
sivc criticisms of the new 
left's misunderstanding of 
the right in America." 

Barrett for his part said 
he never observed Hess do· 
ing anything worth report· 
ing to the FBI. ' 

ln fact, he said, 
"everything I saw at IPS 
was completely legitimate. 
Thev (IPS research fellows) 
probably won't like it, but 
their operation there. with 

· its emphasis on individual 
decisions and decentraliza. 
tion of power, reminds me 
of a sort of 1948 Robert Taft 
workshop." · . 
-· In adriit.ion to monitoring 
Hess :>.nd the· presence of 
Weathe1· •·couriers at IPS, 
Ban·ett sn)'~ he attempted to 
d~termine .if anY, of the se­

. cret Pent:>gon papers di· 
vqlged by antiwar activist 
Daniel· EHsberg had been 
copied at IPS. He said he 
was also a~ked to find ou~ 
details about a "dele!!ation" 
of IPS members going to 

·Paris in 1972 to meet with 
the Hanoi entourage at the 
Vietnam peace talks. . 

He said he found no eVt· 
dence that the Pentagon pa-

•. pers were copied at IPS and 
determined only the 
•1approx1mate departure 
times'' of two IPS flights to 
Paris.'' · 

(IPS co-director. Raskin 
says only he and fellow co­
director Barnet went to 
·Paris, ~:\r:h on separate 
flights and each "primarily 
on a journalistic assign· 
ment·" for major U.S. news- . 
papers. H·~ said they met 
and talke<i with both the Ha­
noi and N:ttional Liberation 
Front (NLF) delegations in 
that.r"tl'lCietion.) . ..._....;.-;.--

. ~~530~ . • Docid+-J.,~9896~~ 
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Barr~tt says his rlerjsj.nn 
to' <(UI( lilformnnt work oc· 
curred at the 1972 Rep~bli· 
can National Convention in 
:!\!iami Beach where he had 
vo!unteerPd to film demon· 
strations a!'ld monitor street 

\
actions fer the FBI. 

During the last night of 
the convention when police 
and dem•Jnstrators clashed 
violenll•r and tear gas was 
sprayej. into the cr'owds, "I 
saw this VVA W !Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War> 

• "'U\' on ei'UtC'hes who had 
;tumbled down and couldn't 
get out of the gas . . . I 
'picked him up and carried 
him as fa1· as I could. I've 
got a lot of respeC't for most 
of those VVA W p~orlc. ... . 

":· . ·. 'l'hey've paid their 
dt~s. Wh¥ shoul~ they g:~t 

thi.s t~~"twent ju~t for Pli,O· 
testing ~he government, 
when it'3 the spoiled kids 
f1·om Yale and Harvard that 
set off the police? It wasn't 
the vets. 'l'hey're a very dis· ' 

·cjplined group.'' 
Barrett stressed that he 

always maintained his inde· 
pendence from the· FBI be­
cause "I was never salaried 
liKe some of these other 
guys. I wanted it that way." 

In interviews, Barrett re· 
fused to specify his control 
agents, his code name or de­
tails of .his financial . ar· 
rangements. 

Unlike Merritt, Barrett 
fsays his 'FBI superi_ors ex­
plicitly in~tructed h1m not 
to violnte any laws or insti­
gate s.1bfllage or violence. 
Though hc aC'knowlcdges 
rippin~ down Vietcong flags 
and "pun..:hing out a fe\'7 
people'' during street dem­
onstrations, the actions were · 
not requested or sanctioned 
by his bo!>c;es. he said. ' 

On th~ other hand, M.er-
lritt :>aid his FBI control 
agents encouraged hi~ "to 
take anything" from the 
IPS, "bl!t they would never 
~ay exnc!ly what or how. 
'fhcy would never be spe­
cific . on •. so~cpti,!!.Z. like 
that" · 

P.age 1.00 \ ~,J. 
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!fe llC'kq~wledged ~t~alipg 
one PilPP.t' bag f~v1th 
mail from IPS and giving it 
to D.C. police. He aiso says 
he broke into the Commu­
nity Bookshop, 2028 P St. 
'!ll'W, in bte l\Iay, 1971, at Po­
lice suggestion and stole a 
quantity of antiwar petitions 
C'ontaining names and· ad­
dresses of activists and sup. 
porters. 

In · add!t!on, he said he 
fashioned three false identi· 
fication d•)cuments using an 
alias. OM was a Social Secu­
rity_ card which he said he 
fashioned before becoming a 
police infnrmant. The other 
two '.\:~re a draft card and a 
D.C. pul>lic library card 
made at the request of po­
lice, he sn!d. 

1\Ierr.!tt ~aid he also en· 
gaged in disruption and sab­
otage during street demon­
strations. The actions in­
clud~d ~iving protesters 
false iuformation about 
places and _times of demon­
strations llld Yanking the 
wires and tubes from two 
sound sys~l;'ms at the May­
day encampment in West 
Potom~c Park in early l\Iay, 
1971. 

Such is the varied life of 
the 'political informant. 

"Who kl"ows?" says Bar­
rett with a brief laugh. ''I 
might st•!l be with tht 

/<FBI), throwing up some 
kind of smokescreen right 
now to obscure some other 
£ning., You . never Rtlow • . . • I 

I 
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By Paul W. Valentine 
Washington Pos~ S~aU Writer 

Recent disclosures by an ac­
ti\:ist community newspaper of 
police informant activities 
within Washington's once· 

· flourishing antiwar movement 
hnve jeopardized political in· 
tclligencc gathering opera­
tions, D.C. police officials said 
yesterday. 

·,1 ... 
•,' 

·'fhe disclosures, part of an 
ongoing campaign by the anti· 
establishment Daily Rag news· 
paper, are "definitely a threat 
to our operations," acknowl· 
edged Capt. George Sutter, 
acting director of the police 
department's intelligence di­
vision. 

Sutter confirmed the identi­
fication of two one-time infor­
mants named in front-page 
stories in the last two issues 
of the Daily Rag. 

The first story named Ann 
Kolego, 20, also known as 
"Crazy Annie," as a paid po­
lice informant who infiltrated 
the D.C. offices of the Peoples 
Coalition for Peace and Jus- 1 
tit:c (PCPJ) and National! 
Peace Action Coalition 
(NPAC) !rom early 1971 to 
June 25 of this year. I 

Sutter rated her as an -''e:x­
ccllent" intelligence source. · 

The second story named Earll 
Robert l\Ierrilt Jr., known to 
police as "Butch," who worked 
M a paid informant for about I 
fi\'e months at·otmd the time: 
oC the massive i.\Iayday disrup. · 
tions here in the spring of 
1971. 

I l\Ierritt was quoted in the 
Rag ns saying he lnler·did in­

/fomwnt work for the Fill. FBI 
press spokesmnn Jack IIer­
ringle>n would not ·comment 
on that claim, but another 

/sout·cc close to the FBI con· 
firtur.d that l\lcrritt performed 

·-"yoluntary" wot·k for the 

.. :!~:fa:ij"!~9.~l:l~~~~~ 

/' . 

Daily Rag stafC work~r~ s.1y I 
tht!3' m c "considerln" midi­
tiona! disclosures of a~tivities 
by other informants. 

l\Ierritt. came directly to the 
paper with his acknowledge. 
ment of spy work after beine1 
"turned off" by the job a; 
cording to Rag staff w~rl:er. 
Chris Simpson. 1 

'fhe disclosure of l\Iiss Ko­
lego as an informant was 
leaked to the Rag by a Wash­
Ington-based · organization 
called the Committee for Ac· 
tion/Rcsearch on the Intelli­
gence Community (CARIC). 

CARIC spokesman \Vinslow 
Peck said his organization is 
"working on a couple of other 
penplc nO\\:," and their n:~mes 
should be revealed 'soon. " 

:\skPd ho~N CARK~s-able ... to 
discover and . i.dentify iiifor­
mants, Peck said, "We have 
contacts within the metropoli­
tan police· department and 
other intelligence groups in 
the city." · · 

Capt. Sutter of the police in· 
telligence division said he 
does not think the information 
is being leaked from his own 
org2.nization, but is not over­
lpoki!lg the possibility. 

Staffers at the Daily Rag, 
·which despite its name ts a 
weekly paper located at 2416 
18th St. NW in the Adams· 
j\!organ se~tion of the city, 
have questwned the legality 
and authorization for some of 
the informant work done by 
:\Ierritt and l\Iiss Kolego. 

They note, for example, that 
:\1iss Kolego made frequent 
out-of-town trips to assorted 
antiwar conclaves and ques­
tioned her authority to go be· 
yonr'< P.U. f?.olice jurisdiction 
at public expem:» · · . ".. . . .1 

',:crnon §. Gill, police. df!· 
partmcul general cotfnsel, sa1d 
he knows of no law prohibit· 
ing such activity "in an inves· 
ligation of legitimate matters 
concerning the metropolitan 
police department." 

Sutter said she made the 
r.' .......... / 

i out·bfwto iv u " trips both to 
j"maintnin her cover" and to 

l QUJ~it\tinforplalior:t on possible ;~ _ 
ilicg3ra·ction·s i,1nnncd by anti- .:;., ? ,.. 2-- Y, / t 'J 

lwnr ~orups in Washington. . 1-
1 Misa Kolel!O co u 1 d not be~· 
·
1
renchcd for comment. i\lcrrilt 
n~sq_.rnuld p~t ~':~ . 

~. 
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·'-7i!!Uf/{f))!!fnnHe!!s Spied ·oU1J 
By Jared Stout and 

1 

Toni House .. ~·. \ 
Star·!l:ews StalC Writers _ 

District police intelli­
gence operatives were 
keeping watch on the city's 
antiwar community and 

l{)[Cra Act:!lvlSit$ 
1 other activists as recently 
1 as June, according to a 
i former paid informant. The 

surveillance began at least 
i two years ago, the informer 

• r said. -
! Police said reports based I on informers' information 
. were given regularly to the 
!IFBI. Some irJormation may 
i have been passed to the 
i White House. One informer 
j said his tactics included 
J burglary and disruption of 
l protests. 

While police officials con~ 
firmed the identity and in­
formant assignment of two 
persons, one of whom was 
int.ervi~wed by,..th.e-St;tr~ 
News. they declined to say 
how many informants may 
be· ass'l:gned to l<'eeptng 
Chief Jerry V. Wilson in­
formed on possible protest 
demonstrations. 

-AMONG NATIONAL 
groups attracting police 
attention were the Ameri­
can Academv of Political 
Science, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, and the 
Coalition on National Prior­
ities and Goals, whose mail 
solicitations for members 
were signed by Sen. William 
Proxmire, D-Wis. 

Among local groups were 
the American Nazi party, 
the Illack United Front, the 
D.C. Statehood party and 
the Institute for Policy 
Studies, a "think tank" on 
radical alternatives to U.S. 
foreign and domesttc policy, 
whicf' is located at 1520 N<. w 

I Ann Kolego, 20; have been 
pulicc · iuCelligcncc ·lrifotm­

il ants, but they and the FBI 
1·· would not give details of the 

undercover work. 
t\lerritt and 1\tiss Kolego's 

former roommates describ­
ed the activities in inter-
views. . 

1\lerritt, w·ho went from 
work with the police. to work 
wfth the FBI, is a Chai·les­
ton, W.Va., man who came 
to Washington in January 
1963 and works as a drug 
company cashier. 

Miss Kolego grew up in 
the Washington area and, 
until recently, was a wait· 
ress in a Connecticut Ave­
nue restaurant .. She began 
police recruit training 
Wednesday. 

. MERRITT SAID he de· 
cidcd to disclose ·his under­
cover role after other· ef 
for~s to br,eak off the work 
failed. ilfter his ~ioaFfriient 

was rat;sacked three tirryes 
t'eccntly and after he w·as 
threatened twice by offi­
cials . 

He said he did not know 
how groups or persons were 
selected for police atten­
tion. 

Police intelligence offi. 
cials described their job as 
one of keeping "the chief of 
pollee informed of potential 
problems and disorders 
which might occur in the 
J:)jstrkt .... and require 
police action." · .J• 

-· ... 
Hampshire Ave. NW. , ., 't"\i Ill· ~ \\-• 

. Police confi~m_:d thatH'U:tU..-~ll~liL·. 
ROl>crrit. Mcrntt, z.r.-and 

\ ,., . ... ~- --

· The official sajd the pe­
pih'tmenf has no wntten 
guidelines for intellig_e~ce 
sun•eillance. One off1ctal 
said, "It's really left up to . 
the intelligence division." 

Merritt said a sergeant in 
police intelligence st7ggest­
ed two break-ins after May 
Day 1971. One of them at the 
Community Bookstore, 2028 
P St N\¥.,,was compl_eted 
Thc''other, l\·Ierri tt saio:Was 



• ... r ·. 
' ; 

aflhe SthStreef office of th~ 
Goeq~etown University le­
gal interns. It was called 
off. 

MERRITT SAID he 
gained entry to the book­
store after closing hours by 
wping open the lock on a 
foyer door. He took antiwar 
petitions, pamphlets, meet­
ing notices. and other mate­
rials and give them to police 
contacts who told him they 
would be a source of names 
of persons and groups in the 
protest community, rv1erritt 
said. 

According to Merritt, 
stealing the petitions WRS 
one means his contacts used 
to disrupt the petitioning 
part of the protests. 

There was no police re­
port of the break-in at the 
bookstore, which features 
the writings of revolution 
ary theorists and practition­
cf~ersons'at the shop 
r~ca\1 ·S!lCh an if1cident jn 
late .iviay 1971 ana said no 
one attached any signifi­
cance to it at the time. 

Before and after the big 
May Day 1971 antiwar pro­
test, l\lerritt said, he visited 
the offices used by group.s 
largely responsible for the 
protest: the People's Coali­
tion on Peace and Justice, 
Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War, and the Lanier 
Place residence used by 
some demonstration plan­
ners. 

AT POLICE request, 
Merritt said, he supplied 

. telephone · numbers and 
--floor plans for these offices. 
:. ''I thought at the time it was 
· a check on whether I was 

going to the places they 
asked me to," he said. Mer­
ritt did not know how police 
mny have used thls infor 
mallon, hc'said 

. . 

During \Jfe demonstra­
ti~n. l\fci>rit~ conilftucd, he 
telephoned reports to police 
up to 16 times a day and 
JOined with some law en­
forcement offices in at­
tempts to disrupt activities. 
These included spreading 
false information .about 
meeting times and places 
and sabotaging one of the 
protestors' public address 
systems, he said. 

After May Day 1971, Mer­
ritt said, police asked him 
to concentrate on informa­
tion .gained by using an ali­
as to solicit mail from about 
200 groups. He said he re­
.ceivcd materials which de­
scribed the programs of the 
groups and he turned it over 
to the police. 

In October 1971, Merritt 
said, he was fired by police 
because "they said they did 
not hav~ enough money to 
keep me on a full-time ba­
sis." He said he had been 
receiving $50 a. week and 

'
.I expenses. His contacts in­

troduced him to two FBI 
j agents in the Washington 
· field office for whom he 
j subsequently went to work 

he said. ' 

. BY MERRI'IT'S account 
; f his FBI assignments be: 

tween October 1971 and 
May 1972 centered on the 
Institute for Policy Studies. 
The FBI wanted him to get 

: a job there and supply them 
;. with the names and license 

tag nwnbers of persons at 
institute meetings, he said. 

'Merritt said one of the 
lists he supplied was from a 
meeting on prison abolition 
at which a civil rights law­
yer, Philip J. Hirschkop 
spoke. He said he followed 

.

. I Hirschkop after one of the 
meetings at FBI request 
and reported the lawyer's · 
mo\·ements and "Contacts. 

Merritt said he worked 
I for the FBI until May 1972, 

a month after his mother 
died. He said the death 
.. really put me down" and, 
together with a belief that 
the persons he was told to 
watch did not seem as dan­
gerous as they had been 
porJral'J~ by his contacts, 
he CCI C [0 quit''-.---

\ '"'~~ -- ~· 

··e 

l
l ,. p .. said his FBI cont<l).tS 

reacted by "telling me they 
had too much time and 

' money invested ·. . . that I 
had become familiar with 
the political community a.nd 
I \vas-rta'med th¢' Waylney 

wantf:'d,.One of tbem tol.d 
me to use the work as a way 

: to get my mind off my moth- • 
: o er's death. 

· IN MAY, however,.he-de-

1 

~ liberately filed a false re­
port as the last step in a 
pattern that had begun four 

l months earlier of giving as 
' little information to his con-

f 
tacts as he could, Merritt 
said. It worked, he said, and 

1 I the FBI ·agents let · him. go 

I , with verbal threats against 
revealing his role. · 

Merritt said one of the 
agents warned him against 
speaking out by saying, 
"We'd sure hate to have 
someone find you in the 
Potomac wearing cement 
galoshas." He was also told 
he had beef1 doing "national 
security-type work," the 
disclosure of which would 
be improper, he said. 

Merritt said that when the 
agents . stopped coming 
around, his former police 
contacts reappeared. He 
decided then to get legal 

I help in his effort to end as­
i sociation with law enforce­
{ ment agencies and contact-

ed Washington lawyer Da-
vid Isbell, he said. . 

Merritt said a second 
threat came from one of his 
police contacts when the 
contact learned Merritt was 
considering public disclo­
sure as a means 'of keeping 
police away from him. He 
said

1 
the officer told him, "If 

you try to badmouth us or 
any1other agencies, you '11 
really meet your maker." 

ACCORDING to the rec­
ords· Merritt kept and dis­
played of his associations 
and assignments, the last 
threat came in July 1973. He [:_ 
did not know how his ·former · 
contact had learned of his 
plan and has had no direct ~-
cor:ttnct wir.h police since, he £:. 

said. · J'. 
. ~-....-- · ., _:; ·: ~~-~ ~;}~£?~'1 ~~~t'! ~ 



... "~ ' 
.~~ .• a self:ackno\\'1-

d.dgcd homosexuai,Sai(f'hc 
had been recruited in April 
1971 the day after he had 
lost a job. I Ic disputed the 
private assessments of 
some police sources who 
said he had been fired "be­
cause he didn't produce" 
and was angry at those who 
had let him go. "~ly con­
tacts told me my work was 
good," I\lcrritt said. 

Ann Kolego was describ­
ed by police officials as a 
police buff "who was ex­
tremely gopd" in supplying 
informat10n on the'achvllics 

of antiwar and other protest 
groups. •· ,._____;.~· 

"She had to be to stay 
under cover for so long 
wi.thout being burned," one 
official said. 
· According to her former 

roommate, Carol Cullum, 
Miss Kolego was known as 
"Crazy Annie" to the activ­
ists and posed as a dropout 
from George Washington 
University with a huge infe­
riority complex and willing­
ness to do the menial jobs of 
the protest movemen~­
stuffing envelopes, hand~ng 
out pamphlets and runrung 
errands. 

MISS CULLU1\1 said she 
first remembered Miss Ko­
lego during the May Day 
1971 protest. Between then 
and now, she sa!d, Miss 
Kolego was a regular part 
of the Washington Peace 
Action Coalition, the Peo­
ple's Coalition for ~eace 
and Justice, the Ann War 

· Union, and the Miami Con­
vention Coalition. 

According to i\liss Cul­
lum, Miss Kolego was "al­
ways around" and rarely 
had to be invited to a meet­
ing." "She was always there 
Mis·s Cullum said. 

. ·Miss Cullum said she con­
fronted I\liss Kolego at a 
luncheon late last month 
after learning Miss Kole­
go's real job. 

At the lunch, Miss Cullum 
said Miss Kolego apologized 
for having used their fricnd­
sh~aid it was h~~ job .. . .. - .. 

'-4 

.. 
··'· . 
)\-t1ss t;ullum attributed 

disclosure of Miss-itoh!gU's 
identity to the underground 
ncwspuper The Daily Hag 
and the Committee for 
Action/l{esearch on the In­
telligence Community - a 
local group studying how· 
police and other govern­
ment agencies seek to keep 
watch on activist polit!cal 
groups. 

1\IERRIIT SAID his con­
tacts had often had high 
praise for "Informant Ann" 
and in conversations during 
and after May Day 1971 had 
said she was the police 
source closest to Rennie 
Davis, one of those acquitted 
in the Chicago Seven con­
spiracy trial. 

Miss Cullum said Miss 
Kolego was last seen by her 
friends in the activist com­
munity in August 1973 at a 
birthday party for Norrine 
Brnkd t@ third p~rson w]lo 
Sfiare an apartment Wlth 

I\.: iss ~ul!um and ~J.is.s .. .Kn\e­
go. Pollee records show 
Miss Kolego was appointed 
a police officer June 25 
1973. , 

Police officials denied 
any connection with a 
break-in at the Cullum 
apartment in August 1972 

- when tapes of talks with 
North Vietnamese envoys in 
Paris were stolen and a tel­
evision se~ left behind. They 
also dented Merritt was 
asked by police to do any~ 
thing illegal. 

Miss Kolego was not 
available for comment. 
There is little information 
available about precisely 
what she reported to police, 
but her roommate said Miss 
Kolego had had access to 
much of the planning of 
~ost of ~he protest activity 
m Washmgton during the 
past two years. 

She was also known to 
~ave gone with other activ-· 
Jst.s to 'the Republican con­
vention at .Miami Beach last 
year • 

t 
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• THE TI,{ANSFER of i!!­
formutwn from D.C':infOrm­
ants·to the White House was 
unknown to Merritt or any 
of the· other informants with 
whom· the Star-News 
talked. But in the Water­
gate committee testimony 
of John W. Dean III, Dean 
recalled receiving intelli­
gence reports from District 
police. Merritt said he had 
collaborated with an agent 
from the Alexandria office 
of the Alcohol, Tax and 
Firearms Division of the 
Treasury who, like Merritt, 
was gathering intelligence 
on May Day 1971 activities. 

According to Merritt, the 
·agent told him his unusual 
assigrunent to intelligence 
duties stenuned from a Jus­
tice· Department order for 
all federal agencies and 
some local police to provide 
reports on protests or plans. 
The unit usually deals with 
·violations of alcohol, tax 
and .firearms law. 

Department officials 
close to the intelligence 
units of May Day 1971 de­
clined conunent: However, 
one.source said estimates of 
the numbers and plans of 
protesters had been passed 
regularly from Justice to 
the White House and Dean. 
The source said he did not 
know where the information 
came from and had as­
sUmed tc ~vas from theFBT.''""' 
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Says Police: 
Urg·ecl Th.eft 1 

. ·, 
By Paul W. Valentine: i •; 

and Lee A. Daniels : ·' 
Washln;ton rost S\:1.!1 Wrlltrs 

A former D.C. police infcmn~ 
ant ·contended yesterda~ 
that he was instructed by his 
supervisor to steal mail, break . 
into buildings anci disrupt le· 
gitimate demonstrations of tba 
antiwar mO\"C'ment here in the 
early 1970s. . · . 

His assertion contrasts wiU1 
those in a D.C. police depart· 
ment report released Wednes· 
day that said informants 
"were instructed to engage in 
no illegal activities'' and no 
·such activity is known to ha\'e 

rr- .occurred. · 
·L J '!:he informant~ J:oh:>r.t 

_ l\ o.:).U,.30, S2!-'S he was a $50. 
to·$75-a-week "spednl em. 
ploycc" or tnc police depart­
ment's intc}ligcncc division 
and infiltrated antiwar groups 
from 1970 through 1972. 

In addition to monitoring 
and reporting rottline activi· 
tics or antiwar groups and jn. 
dividuals, Merritt told a re· 
porter that on instructions 
from police, he: 

~Brol:c into the Commlli 
nity Bookshc.p, formerlY nt 

, 2023 l?. St., NW, ··~aYt 
'~ stole a ,qua._nlhY o[ 
ntiwar_ petitiOns con;:;u\1 ng 
n~mes ,ar.d uddresses of acli\'­
ists and supporters. 

;. - • Stole ~ paper b:-tl! filled 
with mail from t\:.; JnstHutc 
!or' Policy Slu.dif'S, <lll indc­
pt'nd!•nt pul:lic pt>li!'Y n·~P:-tl'l·h 
t't~ntN' th::1t has at\: acted a 
number of ld\ist scilo\:11·~. 

• Hdpt•d (!is!'lljlt sr\·t•ral 
strcf't dcl:lmlstrat ions by ~!i\' · 
in~ protc::ters f:1Isc ·jnf'-n:m:t· 
lion ahovt lim!':> and h•l'<tlhHIS 
O( 1':1\\i('S. lle aJS~) yan\>1!(\ {1\\t 

lht• \\'in•s C\11'1 tnLt;; from two 
sound s: .. :H·!Ils :1t \ltl' :\layday 
l'nramilmr-nt in \\'~·~t l'n\umar 
l'at·l; in c.•;trly :'.laY. l~l71 I:'-' 
s:tid .. 

l'o\irl' Chief :\lanr\rt· ,I <'1:\· . 
\inallt' t'•llllll not h.• l't'" dii'LI 5 ~~~~~n~~ .P'\~7 ~·.,\ t'l!:cr 

.... 

'.i'ficd\Wre· Z:mdcrl', "h" •ha:; 
headed a recent house clean· 
ing or intclligrm:c clidsion' 
records, refused to comment. 

\ 

Merritt, who "went public" 
in mid-Hl73 and has spoken. 
previously about his. under:\' 
co\·er activity, h::~s been con­
firmed by police officials ns ·a 
one-time informant. 

Znnders said 'he did not 
want to comment on i\lcrritt's 
present claims because or 
pending Jitigntion between the 

I 
police department· :mel the In­
stitute fo1· Policy Studies. 

The Institute J;:st Year sued I I two FBI agents, !on~l(~l' :\ltor- 1 ncy Gc!lC:-al John N. :\IitC'hell 1 
, and "unkno\ri1" employees oq 
i the D.C. police department for I 
! alleged illegal infiltr:~tion of . 
i the institute ... 1\[errilt is a key 
l.w.!ti:z s; ~~the lipgclic~~: .... 
. Police o!ficials ~m;t;:illng 
"t·zancl~s and Cullinane gcner­
l ally have declined to <:lahonitc 
\on an extensh·c report issued 
i by the department \'iccincsclay 
on ~ctivitics or the intclli· 
gence diyision from 1967 -to . 

the prcsen t. 
-The report described in gcn· 

eral terms undercorer eperil· 
lions by both pc.;:ie~ oHicers 
and paid ch·il\<Jn informanls 
and included acknowleclgc­
mcnls. that 'police bonowcd 
electronic equipment., c-ars and 
men from the Centre:! lntclll· 
gence Agent·~· on somt' occa­
sions. 

In one of his r~1r clcl:tiled' 
discussions or the report, ~ltn· 
d~rs dc~nibt•.l how tlu·ec po· 

; lice officers who were en· 
I rolled ia local co\lc:gcs l:on·. 
.,__- ~l .~ 
~ dudc:i $\11'\'l'illallt'~ tlf t'<\111PUS 

l'anti\\'ar':ll't h·ity. 
lie stressN\ that tin~ offit·rrs 

nlrf'ady hat\ i~tdepemil-nlly d•~· 
cided to cn:·ol; n:. full-time st1i· 
dents :m.l t·nten·d tl!!'OUgh I he 
regui:J• :ulmiss' 1t1S tlrol·ess 
W'ICH t:JC 110\itt' d~·p:tr\ llll'lll 
usl.~d tl•rm al..tl lu nwnilor an·. 
t i ·,,·;11· ,,:·oup>. '/,;mckrs d itl !Ill~ 
sp<'cify whith unin•rsitit'S 

the~· attrnd• .1. 
~a .. ,fc:·s said llw .. rfil'l'l'S rc· 

cch·cd t' '('(\It f•11· \lh' <·our:-.e:; 
. l~l;1'H· w,~· ~ P:ti<l l'l'i~llU:.r ... :>alll· 

• 
Asst. Dir 

Admin.----

P'-"...,_-ll~· 1 ·ilc 'attcndbi '{ , schi.10l 
. and had their tuition P<~i(l 

fron) the dcpnrlmcnt's. confi· 
dcnlir.l fund. 

Offieiafs of area universities 
contacted snid they did not 
know whether undercover po-

' • 1l ... " 
, li<-c of:kc1·s had opc!'<llcd cin 
, thCH' Cilfllj)l!SCS. " , • r 

il The officials said 'the~ were 
not approacl!cd by • anyone 
I from tl!c Washington police 
! department regarding such 
I 
1 placements. 

William Ahlstrom, an Amcl'i· 
can Uni\·..:rsity vice 'president, 
said, "\\'c weren't approached, 

1
and we wouldn't ha\·e ap-

1 

proved such an operation if 
we. wrre. 1t would be antitJ~·cu.­
callo the spirit of the univer· 

lsity. and of a fl'ee societyf' 
Ahlstrom added, however, 

that it would probably be im· · 
, possible to determine whether 

l
'unclc-r.cover agents did OPC'I'illc 
on the campus because of the 

jfluid nature of the uni\'ersity 
,eommun!tY. 
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Mr-;-Eaxl Robert H;;;rritt. 
1145 23rd Straet. N.W. 
i'iashingto.n, D. c:· 20037 

AUG 5 • 1975 

•- -....,._ . -.. 
Assoc. Dir. ·······-··· 

I
. Dcp.-A.D.-Adm ... _. 

Dcp.·A.D.·Im.· .. - . 
As:;t. Ilir.: 

I Admin. ----·----­
Comp. Syst. -···· 
Ext. A :'f;!!rs _ _ i 

· Files & C0r,1. ···-- i 
Gen. Inv .... ······-·· f 
Idcnt. ····------·· ·- i 
Ins~;c~tivn __ ___ -·· ~ " 
Intel!. .. ..... .......... . f. 

1 L t:h:)ra t:;:r:>' ··· ···-- f 

I 
.P!an. & 1~v::.l. _,_ i 
Stl~r.. t :;;·. • ... .. . . , 

Tt· ; · i r; ; ;!,~ ···11 ~ J~yt 
l' nr.· ~ ~ l (1 • \ 1tA•,~ ' 1' ...... ~.. ,,,,m. -1'--~- lcv 

1 Tei~phu: !t~ f;:t:. ~l ; · 
1 Dire("t(.'!' s(:t~~ ~--· i 
<l~~-~-:;;:;~~ 

This .is in further response to your pending ad­
ministrativ~ appeal under t.h0 Freedom of Information 
Act from the partial denial by -Director Kelley of tne 
Federal Bu:reau of IIwestigation o£ you1· request for access 
to investigatory files concerning yourself. 

·After careful consideration of this appeal,. I 
havo decided to modify th~ action of Directo:r Kelley in 
this case. In addition to the records already ~ade avail­
able to you~ you will be funlished with copies of finger­
print and other laboratory reports prepared in the course 
o£ th~ investigation o£ you for allegedly forgin.g and cush­
ing bad chocks. In addition, you. ui11 be furnb~hecl with 
twenty-seven additional .pages containing in:forw:1tion, or 
su:n.111aries of information, provided by you to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in. your former capacity as a paid 
Dureau informant. No eAcisions 11Till be made in an.y o£ 
this material other than pur.ely adndnistrative nu:it-.k~l;g.Sl,.;S i075 . 
and tho na.mes of F. l-l. I. pers~~A-~ I 3 7 _ ,Zr~" / :./_i _ ) ./) 

flLlJ-/ 1frXl06 . 1:19 -~I • --·· ~ · - - -~ 
In all other respects, I have· c ~ermined to affir~m~ 

.the action of Director KGllcy. Other records within the-'~· 
sco}>O of your requost are exempt from m~ndatory roleascif 
tmder the Act pursuant to one or wore of the follmdng .i"' 
statutory provisions: 5 U.S.C. SS2(b)(2) [certain internal 
agency practices]; S u.s.c. 552(b)(S) [cortain inter- and 
intra ... agoncy communications]; 5 U."S.C. 552(b)(7)(A) [irlter~· 
ferellCe lvith enforcement proc~edings]; 5 U.S.Cw 55Z(b) (7) (C) 
[unwarranted invasion of ·personal priY.acy] ~ 5 U.S.C. 552{b) 
(7) (D) [iJ.entity of confiucntis.l sources and/o1· confidential 
information obtain~d only fro1u such sources l and. 5 U.S. C. 

C<f· 552 (b) (7) (I!) (s(msitive investigative tochniqttes and pr~- · (-::.. 5cedu-r~s]. A:> to the r.tatcrinls t-dthl1eld. from you, th~re arc 

4AU G 1 d975 Federal Bureau of Investigation 
':,..,.. ... f • -r' A--

. " <'": Ol-
e_.~ (t-f'J>-cJS- I-

. g},\'1<; 
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no reasonably segregable non .. exempt portions. None of 
the records which are exempt from mandatory ·release 
under the Act are considered by ~e to be approprinte 
£or discretionary release. . 

If you are dissatisfied '"'ith my action on. this 
appeal, jud.icial review thereof is available in tho 
United States District Court for the judicial district 
.in. which you 1·es ide 

7 
or in '\vhich you have your principal 

place of business, -or in the District of Colu!i1.hia., :.1hich 
is where the records which you seek are locatell. 

.. 

Sincerely, 

Harold R. Tyler, Jr. . 
Deputy Attorney General 

,. 
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~tre Earl Rober-t !•1e.rritt 
1145 23rd Street, N~W. 
Washinsrton, D.Co 20037 

Daa:r. 11erritt: 

0-•• \ -· -

1\ugust Zflv 1975 

1 Mr. Cleveland 
Attention: Mr. J. T. 

Reilly, Jr. 

Ref~rence is made to the letter of Deputy Attorney 
General Harold R. Tyler, Jr. r dated Au.gust 5; 1975, to you:c-
Gil~lf v1ith a copy to the Pe:leral Bur~au of I?lv~stiga:cionr 
directing release of t-;.rent;t·~aeven p.l.'i"eG (27} of. in£o:rmation 
provided by ~:ou-c .~·· 1_:: to t'1.3 Ft':3d·~?.'f'\ 1. Bnr.eau o.f Invefl-l:.it;ation. 
Enclosed are those docm1·nents and two other. doclli-nents reflecting i 

· examinations by the Feder~l Bttr(~an of Investi0ation Laboratory / ./' 
a::xd Identiflr::!ation Di>;ri~lion pf'rtain.i.nl} to an in~!estlg,:ttion . ;.-.-r 

~~ ... ~"'""""" w[- of :-tc:n.tr :· .!l.:: for allt~qt~dly forging cert~ain checks lvhich tr.:1;veled ; n If) U· . in in·ters tate qom!J.1Srce 0 • • •••• ·--.. / •• 

H f'-...p· . ..,., : ·• 

~ 1 522 f ~:. · .1~11 excisions from th.'l- pagc~s of ~hos-3 docu~nts ~vera · . \, 
~I ~ ~;J' ezylain:d • in D~pi.tty :1\tt.-:n::ie:{ • (';ener:3.J.. ~yl9r 1 S l•2tter to you. 
~ J (..!) ~ The c~:c:ts~ons cons~st of adm~nis-~:ratl.ve markings, namss of 'L:::;, /C ~~tgents and material which you dld not f1.trnish to t!1e FedGral 
0 ~·~ ""' r: I t• t• · ... .....,.1: . DUreau o~ nves l.ga ~on. 

_ Lc:::,· 

Sincerely yours_, . 

c. fv1. !\ell~~-

Ext. Affairs _ · , , 
Fnu & com._ NOTE: The Buf~les from wh~ch these documents were taken are 
Gcn.tnv. __ 137-2814.3 and 87-111347. Release of these documents di_~ec~~//, 
~::·c::= a DeEu~x._j\ttorn~y Gene~.<fl ... 1:xl~~ I by letter dated 8/5/75, d .,. 
'"'""·-- following an adm~nistrat~ve appeal under the Ereedom of / 1 '' / 

I 
~: 

. ~- ·. 

'', 

@;I~~ .. ··-:::::~~:: ~Act.~ \f\~J~~ >kf (r'· '· .. ~·:~ 
Lo;ol Coun.- flj., l)c1 \\ u ~ 
Telephone Rm. _ lr / 
OllrWior5~Q.j ~~~ . . 9~ '[_~P.EO"@flT 0 OPO: 1m 0-569-920 

-~-•a 6 «~ VI-I ~ U ·-· ._ \ i 
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FEDEHAL BUtEAU Oli I~VESTIGATIO:\". 

WASIIl:\G"('O:'i ; D.C. 2053:.i 

FOR Il'-l11ED IATE RELEASE . 
OCTOBER .. 31,· 197 5 . 

Recently a number of allegations made "by "Earl"Robert 

r-Ierritt,· Jr-. I . charg~d F~I Special Agents Terry 0 'Connor and 

William Tucker ~vi th certain improper and po~sibly ·illegal a<?ts. 

These charges have been publicized extensively in ·the ne\vS. 

media. 

The FBI initially fel~ constrained from co~e~t~~g 

on these allegations b~cause.of certa~~ pending civi~ · litigation 
. .. 

in \vhich Merritt is involved as·a witness. Now, hmve-yer, 

because of tl::le apparen·t authority being gained by these · . 

a.llegations through r_eretition in the medi~, and because of 

their effect on the ·two ):\gents involved and .·their families, 

the FBI feels that it s4ould respond to these allegations. In 
. ~ . . 

• 

doing so, care ~s being taken to in~ure that this r.esponse will in 

no way interfere ·,v-ith a fair adjudication _of the civil proceeding_s. 
. 

~peci.fically, the alleg_ations are that Merritt committed 

break-ins and ti."~.efts on be~alf of "the FBI; that there were· 

indications that Merritt \·7as encouraged t:-o develop an intimate 

relationship ~-Tith ·anoth~r individual to obtain in~orma_tion; ._that 
• I • • 

he was _asked to testify improperly concerning the 1972 Pentagon 

bom.'bingi and that he ·vms asked to report gos-~ip co.nc_erning ·. 

mer:tbers of Congress. These allegations are fabricated and .· 

completely false. 

.· 
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. , 

·.Merritt initially contac.ted the FBI in Octoper, 
. . . 

1971, indicating that he wished to furnish infqrma~ion to "the 
. . 

FBI and receive compensation for this-information.· No pressure 

was u;:;ed ·to· influence Merritt as his activities were. clearly 

voluntary. Merritt "tvas never instructed, ordered or in ·any­

\vay: encouraged to br"ea~ into or other"tvise iilegall~ enter any 

establishment or to commit any thefts or any·other illega~ 

·acts. · He \vas never requested by the F~n to be a witness in _any 

fashion concerning the· Pen·t.agon bombing. or to report· rumor; 

.concerning. members or Congress. Additionally, a.t no ~cime ~va9 

Merritt encouraged or instructed to .develop an intimate or 

improper relat~ons~ip with anyone. 

As a matter of fact, Merritt was spec·ifically advised 
. . . . 

on several occasions that he was not to epgag~ in any:illegal 

activities in his efforts to obtai+! information and,. further; 

tnat he was· n9~ to_ construe his furnishing. informa~ion to the 

FBI as a shield from prosecution for illegal activities·. 

Me·rritt was· at no time an employee· of the FBI. He 

~·1as not regular:t.y salaried but was paid ori a C.O.D. basis for 

informa·tion furnished. ·His relationshio ·with the FBI was . .. . 
. -

.terminated in early Jnne, 1972, when it was determined i:hat 

certain information furnished by him \•Tas unreliab],.e. 
. . . 

The FBI ~ategorically denies th~t the ~c·tivities of 

the -?\-gents in contact with Herritt ~vere at any· time imprope;r: 

2 .· 

·. 
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t ·e· . 

t ·d h • 'b'l: . , ·1· • ... ·et . · t· t· or ou s~ e t e respons1 1 J.·t1.es ana egJ. c.J.ma··e J.nves 1.ga 1.ve 
.,.,. 

interests of the Bureau. 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING 
EARL. ROBERT MERRITT, JR. ~ 

EXTRACTED FROM FILE RELATING TO 
BUREAU INVESTIGAIION OF POSSIBLE 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY VIOLATION RELATING TO MERRITT 
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IDENTIFICATION 
,tb-105 L AT E N T 

DIVISION 
FINGERPRINT SECTION 

o~v\1.\ 
YOUR F'1LE\$f. 37-15352 
F'Bl F'lLE NO. 87-llJ.J4.7 
LATENT CASE NO. ;.\-2.2$67 

To: SAC, P1ttsbur91 

RE: E.~ ROBERT 1-IERRITT ~ AKA. 
ET tJ...J 
I'l'SP 

REFERENCE: Latta~ 6/10/70 
EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Pittsburgh 
sPEciMENs: W.areo checks_ Ql througb Q3 

!L'h~ listed Q specimona arc described in a 
ceparate Laoorator.1 repQrt. . 

No lattmt prints t4 value developed on 
cnolosed epec:i.mens. 

MAILED. 5 

JUL 7-1970 
COMM·FBI 

--... ·~ -~ ...• - .-:~ ·- . 

..... . 



I • 

' _) '·· ••• 
'Reeoraed FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

·.,6/18/70 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 

sk 1\A'l'ENT 
R d 

La bora tory Work Sheet 
ecor ed: 6-30-70 · 9:40AM · 

Re: EARL ROBERT MERRITT t eka. James -Re MeB!!oe, 
RQbel:'t Oeeall'io CheT.'aii:er; E'T () 1- . 
ITSP . · 
001 Pittsburgh 

Examination requested by: 

• 

0

: " ~~~.,I I 0 0 • 

Examination requested: Date received: 6/11/70 

· Result of Examination: Examination by: Davis 
-6-~-?o~v 
rio 4/14 ~__) (r) 

Gressens 
Noted By: 

~.., ~(N)amed Subject: 
-?-I~ ?o ~V EARL ROBERT MERRITT, (AKA JAMES R. MONROE) 

~0 ~:t_ c~(rJ) .. 

~ '.o rv. ~~) /11-0 ~ ,v.J ~ 
sr·~-~~. 
~~-t-~-e 

Specimens submitted for examination 

\l SPECI~EN CHECK # AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO SIGNED BANK 

Ql ·-- $ 70.00 5/6/70 Kanawha James R • . National Savings 
Valley Monroe and Trutt 
Bank Company, 

Vashington, D. · C • 

Q2 032 . $120.00 5/7/70 .. , . tt 

Q3 --- $ 35.00 5/4/70 " .. II 

Return evidence . d. '?- 1 ~ ? () 
~cr;ptv? \ 

0 \~~J-'t2 -\1, j\·.:.--
1 

Examination Completed ____ ~1~~=~~~--~~r---
Time I ll (.12-r./ 

'] l'l o Dicta ted 

JCc J"Vc!O 
D~t 

-.: -· .. - . -- -...,- - _ .. --- - -~~~ - -.. ~ .. 
-- --- --- ----



'· ./ 
To: Direc<~;or, !t'BI<; <Bufile- Date 6,ID/70 

J)~ ~ttention: FBI Laboratory 
" From~C 

-~ 
Re: 

Spec-
imen Check# 

PITTSBUR~~53~2) (P) DOB or approx. age FBI #or other identizying.number 

c 

EARL ROmTMERR~, aka 
0 Sex I Race !Height ~·w~.~ght Q. 

James Ro '-Monroe, ·a: 

Robert OctaY.iQ~hevalier : Build Hair Eye's ... 
Q 

I ITSP Ill 

(00: PITTSBURGH) 
-.. Glasses Speech Dress . 
u 
G 
:;; 
:> Include in details other descriptive information, e.g., scars In 

&/or marks, tattoos, deformities, abnormalities and other 
general peculiarities as well as information on the modus 
operandi used in cashing check items. 

The following described checks are attached hereto for search in the National Fraudulent Check File. 

. .>-

\'- Date & City 
Date Payable To Signed Bank Where Cashed -} r ., Amount 

$70.00 5/6/70 Kanawha JAMES Ro National 5/6/70}.. .:::· 

1_120.00 

-c:::. 
(". 

$iSoOO ... , .. -., 
~ 
c::::;l 

Valley Bank MONROE Savings and Charleston, 
1926 U St., Trust Coo, W.Va. \.':",._ ~~ 
NW 1, Washington, Washingtpn, ·'i·.if ~~ 

5h".:/70 " 

5/4/70 " 

Do Co , phone D. C., \ ~.-'.:4,~:Ji~ ·\ 
202-338-3100 3 . 1

1i !tO'~ 
tL.:· ~1 .. " 

,. ' . _ . ., 

" 

5/7/70, v 
Charles tozi- 1 " ~; 

W. Va. i. ~ ~~ 
.; i " in' ~ a 
,.~ c'l•' ~ 

5/4/70' <· 'l 
Charleston'- { 
w. Va. ~-

~ : 
. ; 

The above checks were furnished on 5/19/70, 
by Mr. W. D. YEAGER, Vice President, Kanawha Valley Bank, / 
Charleston, w. Va., who advised that all three checks were/ 
returned by the National Savings anq Trust.Company, 
Washington, D. c., marked "Account Closed.:-" . .. ~ l • • 

YEAGER's attempts to locate MONROE led him to the 
information that his true name is MERRITT as set out above, 
and that he has also used the name CHEVALIER. t 

~ecimens: [XI Return to Contributing Office OBureau Reta,..in~ther; se~etails [fJC~nductj..~t~l1otJ4ng;._/· t Examination; . 
)f' . 1 11J.. t_)._t' ' ) • I 

2· Bureau !Registered MaiD (E:ac ls. ~ i -.(~· .,(\1S-t,-~, D'J- · _.,;iii \ '\ · 1 

1
·1} 

-Washington Field #3&~·' \ ""'d(\1- r\l . ,_ ll o · ~")) . r \fl 
lpi ttsburgh " .. ' ."-,\1\v~ · . t.. ....... \ a?tl ~ fi' \Z 0'.:5 
fdjb ·~~.-~ ,( ~\\'-.1 ~ J\ll'l. ~ ~ 

~I 1 ' 



• ' ~. 
{ 
\ 

• f. 
, . .t 

'j> or 

. . ' 

... ,, 

PG 87-15352 

·YEAGER advised that phone number 202-338-3100 
is that of· a medical credit association for whom subject 
used to worko The association has not seen him for 
approximately two months and has received numerous 

·complaints. YEAGER has also received information that 
the subject, a white male, age about 27, 6' tall, thin 
build, may have homQsexual tendencieso 

LEAD 

WFO 

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Will contact National Savings and Trust Company 
to determine the status of the account of JAMES R. MONROE 
and attempt to identify MONROE •. 

Will contact the medical credit association, 
phone 202-338-3100, for information relating to subject. 

'• 

' . . 

t, 

«·· 

} 
' 

' .•. 

_ ..... 

. -~ . 
. · l 

. 16frl'. 553-~6-:-noc:IcE:¥2~a5f69a.-·. 'Fa9e--i.;t~.ii1 --- · ·-" ~: : · -·~--:: ... -:- · - - .... i' --·---.... "'C • • ~ ..... ~..,. 
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•. 
·-· 

·.·.;. ··~\· .. 

~ .~ 
~ . 
: .......... ·.- ·--~ • I I . -:-< 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO.N 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

. l .. 
\ 

Mr. Davis 

?itt~~urgh (87·15352) Date: 
J'une 24,1970 

· .. 

~~ . .. 
'lo'".....!.. s.~.s!\T NERRIT'I, aka 

- ....... ~~ ~.}Nonroe, ~ober.:t.. 
~ .v:.:-..:Ulevalieri --

·. ~- ,. 
. . 

. . . 

John E:dqar Hoover, Director · 

· FBI FUe No. 

·. · Lab. No. 
- I ~ • 

. 87-111347 
D•700612058 BF 

; ,..._ "'\"-ested by: 
· Pittsburgh 

. • • ~ • • :.~ l . · .. . --. : · - :-

. Letter 6/10/70 

Document .. Fingerprint 

-.. ' ~ . ; .. ..... _ ~ · .. 
" . t 

. -. 
Ql through Q3 will be returned to Pittsburgh with 

fingerprint examination results. 
, ' ..... .. . 

If further comparisons are desired with regard 
~ ;r.. ROBERT MEP.JUTI, it is suggested that numerous dictated 
'~ :te!.etated hanchvriting specimens of this individual be 
~ ... -: ... ~d7 if obtainable. Dictated·· samples should be Qbtained · 
.. ,.. .. ..,.., f . 

- J:,£.. orms. \ · ·· · 

~~~~ . . . :;· :;~~;c..r,'• .. 

~ •• ''!>' •· . • • .; • · REC~35 . ~ . 
•·;:4'~ (2) (2 Lab .report) . , ... :jiJ~ .· ... j i J.j -t~ 7-) 

•Vi$.; 
"'"~ton Field Office Enclosur~ (Lab report) 

- _,. 
I, 

'}fr~ ~2 ~ JB bH !?..,\ n __ --- -;'_...,. 

I 
~ .. . , 
i 
I 

~ .. ' ;l .., 
l 

~ 
"j 

J 
] 
~ 

·j 
' l 
• i 
j 

' i 
I 
j 

i 
~ 
1 .. 1 
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-·· ., ~.. .· 
7!.3b i' ··::. . . . i,.'Je· REPORT 

of the 
;."·: ..::· . . ~ . ! . .· j . 

. . . . / 
. ·· 
I 

{ .. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
i 
I WASHINGTON, D. c. 20535 . 

To: FBI, Pittsburgh (87-15352) Oato: 

Ro: EARL ROBEET MERRITT, aka James R. 
Monroe, Rob~rt Octavio Chevalier; 

·IXSP ·l 
. I ·, . 

. . ·Specimens· ·re.~eiYed 6/1.1./70 
SPECIMEN CHECK'# AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO 

I 
I 

. FBI FUo No. 

Lab. No. 

SIGNED 

. . .. : ~: ~ .. 

J'une 24,1970 . 
8 7 -1113•47---'J,. 
D·7006120S8 BF 

BANK 

• 

--- tj $ 70.00 I 
. I \ 

j"' { I 
5/6/70 Kanawha 

Valley 
.Bank 

.James R. 
1'1..onroe 

National Savings 
and Trust Company, 
Washington, D. c. 

I 

$120.00 5/7/70 032 " .. 
' 

_Q2 · n 

i 
--~ f $ 35.00 5/4/7~-Q3 ... .. H 

11 -

Result o£ !examination: 
. . ! I ·. 
· · Ql through Q3 were searched in the National Fraudulent 

Check File·; with negative results. .. ... · .. ' · 
: ~ ~ ' 

• ::;, ~ ,.., t 

· ·:;A definite conclusion was l'..ot reached whether the 
signatures ~on Ql through Q3 were l'Tri tten by EARL ROBERT HERRITT, 

_ FBI¥3614058, as the result of a comparison lrl th fingerprint 
card signatures, due to the laCk of comparabl~ text and because 
of variations which were not explained. 

cn-­
~ac:h __ 

•r•--

rod--

·---en __ _ 
Ivan __ 
el __ _ 

pr•-­
I"•Room-

~ . 

0 •' 

A • 

·. 

. 
be returned separately. 

-.. r .. 

. ... . . ·. 

_.· .......... . 

~· 

. -· 7,.-

•', 

. ' 

.. ... 

... .. ~ ... 

Photographs 

. , . 

.. 

. •. .. 

. ' . 
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Recorded 
6/18/70 
sk 

.EDERAL. BU~EA~ OF INVESTIGATe · · t • ~i 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE -t 
h_:)TE~'T t 

Laboratory Work Sheet 
0 

lm I. .. .ffi FII.~ t 
Re: 

~ .. -~.~ ..... ..:.J~~ :.~._...... , c.~c:. cu "'" .• !~ . , File if, • - '' T -ci-.,..,,.,,'),. 'OQ'O....,;.')T ~. ·;-onnrTT :...,~ ... J~tnes '-;:l "·:onroe P7 "/.'/3 z-"'\ .. 
Robert Octc.vio Chevalier; · Lab. 11: D-7006120 8 3Z 

ITS~ 
00: ?i ttsbur::;h ... -..~ ' 

:-:' 

\, 

Examination requested by: Pittsburgh (87-15352) 5/10/70 

Examination requested: Docu~ent - ?ingerpritt Date received: 6/11/70 
' 

Result of Examination: · ~.r-
Examination by: 

..... ~ .... / -~ 

Davis 
0 2 / ! 

0 ~ }-)' 3 /no .. t..d.C.I'·J/ ~r. cr;:-
' 0 ' 

t • ~ ~~ , - · 

: : - ~· . _-

~- ' • •• #" ~ . .. .. • .,._ · .. \ 

. ' j 
• ..., ~ - • 't, ... 

- . . -. \ ~ ' . 

. (" . ~ 
' ' ; oo 0 

... · ., _ 

. · . ~pecimens submitted for examina~~c:_n_ . 

SPECU.~EN CHECK fl. AMOUNT DATE PAY ABLE TO SIGNED 

Q1 
__ .,. 

$ 70.00 5/6/70 Kana·Fha Jemes rr. 
Valley Eon roe 

.. ,, Bank 
-1 l' ,. 

-"'1" ' · - .... 

Q2 032 $120.00 5/7/70 " 
- . II ·, 

_ .. ,. .... 

Q3 --- $ ~5.00 5/4/70 1t .. 

.. . .. -. •. . .. 

.. -"' . . . . 

. ' 

' y--. 

BANK 

~;r t. . ., s . 
~:.::1 ~onc..1. :;:VJ.P.,ZS 

and Trust 
Corr~pa ny, r 
'I'T h. t D ,.., i t\ es 1.n; on, • ,__,. 

n 

. . 
.·. u 

. .. 
~--

j . 
r. -
&. 
t 
f ! - ~ 

[i 

~_.fU ··/ f 
t 

: ' : ~-

'' 

i' 
i 
1' 
:' .. .. 

1 . 
' 
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Recog~ition Sectiotl& 

1. ;c;;--
2. 7-s. .. 
4. c:;-~ 
5. 
6.~ 
7. -~--:::-:-----
8. I/! "IY 
9. bu 
Maste!Jiction: 

10 . ..._....::A-::5:::~' ==--.,..---
11 ";f ·-------/-r--,~on,~-
12 fi" .. 

1 
0. --0~- --~~"?"-:;;;'r-:1-.\ _-_..__------.:::.:i-----
OJ. 

14. -~L;:::::-=-"'~· __ _,./~-
15. _,_~/t..fLI!lL-....:;..4'.u.-r~--

\ "lit</ 16. ~-----J.,:....:.:;,..:._ __ _ 

17. -:-~-? ---
18.~~r------------

Subsection Searched 

~- -~.. . . 

·-.~~-

.AL~ 19. --~~7~-\::::::11 .... _.::::::._ __ 

20·-~p~-------
21.--~-----------
22.~--------~ 
23. r-'-=11;....._ ______ _ 

24.~~--------
25.~r-~-------
26.~~~r------
27. ----.:a;L---'-'-R""""''tY.,._ __ 

Checks--------------------------------------------

Money Orders 

. -~-------------------------------------------

Others 

Stolen Money Orders & Travelers Checks Section: 

Travelers Checks 

{.Type 
·' ' 

:' : : · II From 

Money Orders 

Remarks: .·· 

NW 55306 Docid : 32969698 Pag e ;1.2 1 

28. --====:;:=:=====--
29.-~~-r--r---
30. -+~~--------
31.---+~~~-----
32.--~~+--------
33. ----~---------
34.---+--------
35.--~------36. ____________ _ 

· ' Initial & Date 

·· : ";;• 
. •' To# 



TO 

FROM 

o-42 <Rev .. ll-13-69) 
~IOMAl fol" HO. 10 . 
MAY ,,.~ fDifJON 
OIIA GIN. ItO. HO. 21 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

·Memorandum 
Mr. Walter~~ :1/ .ff!!~ DATE: 6-15-70 

D J. H. Gale ..r1J LATENT EXAMINATION INVOLVED 

Communication: 

.. 

• 

~t.w.~~ 
Agency Submitting: -···.-

Earl Robert Merritt, aka 
JamesR. Monroe · 

SUBJECT: 

· Robert Octavio Chevalier 

1:TI BOTH CIVIL & CRIMIN AI.. FILES 

0 SEND OVER ALI.. CARDS 

: 

. Please search the name of the individual through the records of the Identification Division and return this memorandum With a 
notation of your findings to -

0 Employees Security and Special Inquiry Section, Room ~,Justice Building. (In SGE and UN cases, if a record of arrest iS 
found, please enclose, in addition to file copy, I copy of the Identiftcation Record for each state in which anests occurred.) 

AIZID-aboratory,Att.: Daui'S ,·txt.705 ,reD• 700612058 ·· 
The following identifying data are Usted for your assistance (Att.: Special Investigative Division only- in addition to the name or 

names and ~e Government agency appearing in the title): 

Sex Race Height N=e and aliases (For us~~>-"ltory) a 
(l) (2) (3) 

QMale 0 Female Karl Robert Yerr itt 
Date and place of birth Age 

3- tp;Jj-c:;sr . 
. ( Send Over) 

- l_.t..l' ~ ~-Mllltary Service * esc. ()~ - -v-

~~ : 
'" -"""'- -v 

Last known <;~ddress . .. . 
Previous Govemment employment 

. 

Date SGE security form received . ~ . 
. 

' 
Other pertinent identifying data !Att.: Lab., 
including PO •s and location) . . 

'• .. 
. . . 

•' 

' . . 
' ~ . . 

! '" .. . . 
• 
_. . 

: ... 

. 
ldenUflcaUon D1vis1on Reply 

' 0 Based upon 1nformation furnished, no record located. 

I 0 A noncriminal fingerprint record wh1ch IS or MAY BE identical was located, This record was searched through the cr1m1nal lUes 

~5'"530P-:~::3:.:=~~:1W'or ~AY BE identical wl:th the _record of th<t employe'!>, appllccmt, or subject. 

-~ ... 

---- -------



< .. . . . ,· 

"*' • ., 
Recorded 
6/18/70 
8k 

••• f 
~~ .... 

. '· . -

_ .. FE~ER~·L ~U·R.EA.U Of IN~ES:r~~ON · 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

. . .· .Laboratory Work Sheet L:-~l'EN'r · 

·' • < ' ' .: 

-· 
·' ... ,. 

R> LAB FUE . 
Re: F.AUL ROBERT t~J.tiTT, ska J'nmes 
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Pittsburgh FD-196 to the Bureau dated 6/10/70. 
Bureau letter to Pittsburgh dated 6/24/70. 
Bureau letter to Pittsburgh dated 7/7/70o 
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il 

N .W., Apt. 205, washington, D.C., phone 483-8823, to locate, 
interview, and obtain handwrit_ing samples from the 
subject. 

(2) Conduct credit and arrest checks on subject 
under true name and known aliases in effort to obtain back­
ground data, locate and interview, and obtain h~ndwriting 
samples from subject. 

(3) Will check employee fecords at D.C. General 
Hospital (given by subject's mother) and other major hospitals, 
if feasible, for possible location Of subject. 

(4) If above leads prove to be unsuccessful, will 
send original signature cards to laboratory for comparison 
with checks previously submitted by the Pittsburgh Division. 

PIT'ISBURGH 

AT CHARLES TON, W.. VA o (KANAWHA COUNTY) 

(1) Same lead as number two, above. 

(2) Will also maintain contact with subject's relatives 
ln effort to obtain information concerning his present whereabouts 
and also attempt to obtain recent photo of subjectto present to 
witnesses. 

ADMiNISTRATIVE: 

Investigative period is lengthy due to unsuccessful 
attempts to locate subject for interview. 

Referenced Washington Field letter dated 7/31/70, 
indicates that 1926 M Street,mr, washington, D.C., was determined 
to be a downtown urban redevelopment area. However, investiga­
tion should have been made at 1926 U Street, NW, Wash~ngton, 
D.C., as interview with w. D. YEAGER indicates that this is the 
address used by the subject when cashing the checks. 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

• · . . .e' 
UNITE'lf STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 - USA, Charleston, W. va. 

A. LOUIS DI PIETRO 
9/28/70 

Office: Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Field Office File #: 87-15352 Bureau File #: 

Title: EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. 

Character: IN.TERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN PROPERTY 

Synopsis: Subject, using alias JAMES R. MONROE, cashed three 
checks totalling $225 at Charleston, Wo Vao Checks were drawn 
on a Washington, D.C. 1 bank. Subject had opened account at 
this DoCo bank one month earliero Efforts to locate subject 
at Charleston, w. va., subject's home, and Washington, D.C., 
where subject has been working recently, have met with negative 
resultso 

/ 
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DETAilS: 

This case was instituted upon.receipt of information 
from W. D. YEAGER, Vice President of Kanawha Valley Bank, 
Charleston, w. Vao, regarding three checks which were returned 
to his bank marked, "Account Closed." 
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.iiPERAL BUR.EAU. 0 -F. INVESTIGATION • ·· ~~- -~ /~~·. 
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Dot·e.-_ . ...;.6.:../...:4:.:../...:7...;.0;,__ ___ ---:~/_J -~ _/J i 
F . n i! 1 Mr. W. D. YEAGER, Vice President, Kanawha Valley 

Bank, Charleston, W. Va., furnished the following described. 
checks, all drawn on the National Savings and Trust Company, 
Washington, D. c.: 

' . 

. ' ... 

5/19/70 

Check Number: 
Am9unt: 
Date: 
Payable To: 
Signed: 

Bank: 

Date and City 
Where Cashed: 

Check Number: 
Amount: 
Date: 
Payable To: 
Signed: 

Bank: 

Date and City 
Where cashed: 

Check Number: 
Amount: 
Date: 
Payable To: 
Signed: 

Bank: 

., 

None 
$70.00 
May 6, 1970 
Kanawha Valley Bank 
JAMES R. MONROE, 

._ 

1926 U Street Northwest 1, 
·washington, D. c., phone 
202-338-3100 
National Savings and Trust 
Company, Washington, D. ca. 
May 6, 1970 
Charleston, W. Va. 

032 
$120.00 
May 4, 1970 
Kanawha Val~ey Bank 
JAMES R. MONROE 
1926 U Street Northwest 1, 
Washington, D. c., phone 
202-338-3100 
National Savings and Trust 
Company, Washington, D. c. 

May ~' 1970, . 
Charleston, W. Va • 

None 
. $35.00 
May 4, 1970 
Kanawha Valley Bank 
JAMES R. MONROE 
1926 U Stre.et Northwest 1, 
Washington, D. c., phone 
202-338-3100 
NatioRal S~ngs aad 'l'rW!t 

Charleston, w. Va. Pittsburgh 87-15352 
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Date and City 
·Where Cashed: 

. - -·· 
Company, Washington, D. C. 

May 4, 1970, 
Charleston, w. Va. 

YEAGER advised that all of these checks were 
returned by the National Savings and Trust Company of 
Washington, D. c., marked "Account Closed." 

YEAGER recalled that on May 4, 1970, he received 
a telephone call from a woman representing· herself to be 
a customer of the bank named COCHRAN. She said that her 
nephew was in town and wanted to cash a check. YEAGER told 
her that this would be okay, however, he requested that she 
endorse the check. 

A short time later, a white male, 5'9"- 5'10" tall, 
·170 pounds, age about 28, came to the bank with the first of 
the above described checks. It had not been endorsed by 
COCHRAN; however, the man did have a savings statement for 
COCHRAN and YEAGER decided that this would be satisfactory. 
COCHRAN approved the check for payment and didthe same for 
·another check on May 6, 1970. YEAGER does not know if he 
would recognize this individual again or notQ. After these 
checks and one other were returned, YEAGER called the 
phone number listed on one of the checks by MONROE 202-338-
3100. He found that this was listed to a m~dical credit 
association for whom MONROE worked at one time. This 
firm has received numerous complaints abou.t MONROE. This 
firm's employment record shows that he gave a previous 
address as c. P. FRISBY, 5729 Midland Drive, Charleston," 
W. Va~, phone 925-5313. 

YEAGER also talked to a Mr. ·osCAR L. COCHRAN, 
5729! Midland Drive, who is a brother tp WILLIAM JOSEPH 
COCHRAN. OSCAR L. COCHRAN knew of no one by the name of 
JAMES R. MONROE, but he does have a nephew of EARL ROBERT 
MERRITT who has worked in Washington, D. c., and who has been 
in trouble before. 

YEAGER believes that WILLIAM J. COCHRAN, their 
customer, is now a teacher in Mississippi. He received a 

,/ 
-/ 
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• 
phone call from WILLIAM COCHRAN or perhaps his wife and 
she advised that MERRITT also uses the name ROBERT 
OCTAVIO CHEVALIER. This individual also furnE.hed a phone 
number of 483-8823 and an address 1722 19th Street Northwest, 
Apartment 205, Washington, D. c., 20009, for MERRITT. 
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1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION • -

5/25/70 
·oat·-------------

PATRICIA DIDAS, teller,, Kanawha Valley Bank. 
advised that she cashed checks for '!JAMES Re MONROE 

·on May 4, 6 and 7, 1970. 

The checks which were handled on May 4 and May 6, 
were approved by Vice President w. D. YEAGER. DIDAS did 
not get Y'MGER's approval for the check cashed May 7, 1970. 
DIDAS recalled that on May 7, MONROE delibera·tely waited 
until she was available to cash his check when he could 
have gotten faster serv.ice by going to one of t·he other 
tellers. 

She described MONROE as a white male, age 27, 
6* tall, weighing 160 pounds and a thin build. He had 
medium brown hair and a thin face. She believes he was 
wearing a dark checkered coat. He had a red complexion. 

For identification he showed a savings statement 
from the Kanawha Valley Bank which he said belonged to his 
grandmother. He was always alone and DIDAS believes that 
she would recognize him if she saw him again. 

A . . ...... ..._ 

-·: ~ . 
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5/19/70 Charleston, W. Va. Pittsburgh 87-15352 
On at ________________ File# ____________ _ 
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It and Ita contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 

_ _.... ____ _ ... . -----,.-- .... . . ·- .. _ __,..... 
, . .....,.. ._ .. 

~ 
-' ,, 

I '< 

j ,. 
;< 
1 
~ 
'! 
·1 

. 1 

] 
'· 
'· 



•• 
. ' .. 

PG 87-15352 

follows: 

Ql 

Q2 

Q3 

On June 24, 1970, the FBI Laboratory advised as 

Check in amount of $70, dated May 6, 1970, 
payable to Kanawha Valley Bank, signed JAMES R. 
MONROE, bank National Savings and Trust Company, 
Washington, D.C. 

Check number 032, in the amount of $120, dated 
May 7, 1970, payable to Kanawha Valley Bank, signed 
JAMES R. MONROE, bank National Savings and Trust 
Company; Washington, D.Co 

Check in amount of $35, dated May 4, 1970, payable 
to Kanawha Valley Bank, signed JAMES R. MONROE, 
bank National Savings and Trust Company, Washington, 
D.C. 

RESULT OF EXAMINATION: 

Ql through Q3 were searched in the National Fraudulent 
Check File with negative results. 

A definite conclusion was not reached whether the 
signatures on Ql through Q3 were written by EARL ROBERT 
MERRITT, FBI Number 361 405 8 1 as the result of a comparison 
with fingerprint card signatures due to the iack of comparable 
text and because of variations which were not explained. 

On July 7, 1970, the FBI Identification Division, 
Latent Fingerprint Section, advised as follows: 

Three specimens, Ql through Q3 (three checks) 

No latent prints of value developed on Ql through Q3. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 7/1/70 Dot-----------

OSCAR L. COCHRAN, 5729! A, Midland Drive, Charles­
ton, West Virginia, was interviewed in regards to three 
checks payable to JAMES R. MONROE, which were negotiated at 
the Kanwha Valley Bank in May, 1970. 

Mr. COCHRAN furnished the following information: 

Mr. COCHRAN stated that he had received a telephone 
call from a Mr. YEAGER, Kanawha Valley Bank, in .regards to 
the negotiation of three checks. He stated that he told 
YEAGER that his nephew, EARL ROBERT MERRITT, had resided in 
Washington, D. C., and had been in trouble previously. 

Mr. COCHRAN advised that his brother, WILLIAM 
JOSEPH COCHRAN, presently resides in Huntersville, North 
Carolina. He stated that his brother had had a savings 
account at the Kanawha Valley Bank at one time. 

Mr. COCHRAN advised that his nephew, EARL ROBERT 
HERRITT, was the son of REBECCA (MERRITT) FRISBY, nee REBECCA 
COCHRAN, and EARL ROBERT MERRITT SR. He stated REBECCA 
(MERRITT) FRISBY resided at 5729! B with her present husband, 

· CARL FRISBY. He advised that he believed EARL ROBERT MERRITT, 
SR., currently resided in Hopewell, Virginia. COCHRAN in­
dicated his nephew had resided in Washington, D. C., recently. 
He stated, however, that EARL ROBEaT MERRITT, JRo, was present 
in the Charleston, w. Va., area during the months of April, 
May, and June, 1970. He advised that EARL ·ROBERT MERRITT, 
JR., had been treated at the Char~eston Hospital in May, 
1970. He indicated that to his knowledge EARL :·ROBERT MERRITT, 
~R., did not have an arrest record, but had been involed in 
several minor scrapes within the COCHRAN ·family, that is, 
taking things from his parents home and pawning them. COCHRAN 
stated that he believed EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR., was a com­
pulsive liar. He advised EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR., had in­
dicated to him that be had worked in a hospital in Washington, 
D. c. 

6/23/70 Charleston, West Virginia 
1 

Pittsburgh 87-15352 o.~ ___________ at ___________________________ Fie# ______________________ ___ 

SA EDWARD R. !:~EARY/cpo • ·.~J 6/24/70 
by _______________________ __.~'-· --'8:;;,__. _- ·""'"oate dictated ___________ _ 
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Mr. COCHRAN furnished the following description 
·of EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. : 

Name 
Alias 
Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Build 
Hair 
Complexion 
Place of Birth 
l!arital Status 
Military Service 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. 
BUTCH 
White 
Male 
25 - 28 years 
6' 
Thin 
Blond, curly 
Light 
Charleston, West Virginia, area 
Single 
None 

Kr. COCHRAN advised that he did not know the present 
whereabouts of EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. 

~ 9_. . '' ~- a 
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1 '7/1/70 . -·Dot._ __ ...;...,.;.;.;_ _____ _ 

PEGGY L. COCHRAN, nee HOPKINS, 5729i A, ·Midland 
Drive, Charleston, West Virginia, was .interviewed in regards 
to three checks made payable to JAMES R.. MONROE, ·which had 
·been negotiated at the Kanawha Valley Bank in May, ~970. 

-
Mrs. COCHRAN furnished the £allowing information: 

She indicated that her nephew, EARL BOBERT MERRITT, 
JR., son of REBECCA (MERRITT) FRISBY, nee COCHRAN, who resides 
at 5729~ B, Midland Drive, had used several different aliases. 
She indicated that EARL ROBERT MERRITT, '-JR. , had been in the 
Charleston area as of about June 15, 1970. She advised that 
she had returned a telephone call, ~hich she had received from 
EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR., to Charl-eston, W. Va., telephone 
number 342-1597, early in the month of .June, 1970. 

Mrs. OocHRAN advised tha~ .sometime during 1969, 
she had received a telephone call from a Mrs. MORRISON, whom 

. she believed had been employed by the Credit Department of 
the telephone company in Washington., D. C. She ·stated that 
Mrs. MORRISON had indicated to her that 'EARL ROBERT MERRITT, 
JR., was wanted by the Washington, D. C., ~elephone Company 
for incurring several bad debts for long distance telephone 

. calls. She stated that Mrs. MORRISON had requested that she 
contact her at Washington, D. c., telephone number 638-6730 
if she could ~urnish any information regarding EARL .ROBERT 
IIERRITT 1 JR. 

Mrs. COCHRAN advised that she did not ~now the 
present whereabouts of EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JB.~ She furnished 
the following description of EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR.: 

Name 
Aliases 

Race 
Sex 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. 
JAMES R. MONROE 
ROBERT COCHP.AN 
ROBERT OCTAVIO CHEVALIER 
JAMES or ROBERT CHANDLEB 
BUTCH 
White 
lfale 

on. __ 6_/_2_3_/_7_o __ at Charleston, West Virginia File# Pittsburgh 87-15352 

SA EDWARD R. LEARY/cpo 6/24/70 hy _____________________________________ ___ Date dictated _____________ _ 

This document contains; neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F.BI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency: 

It and Ita contenta are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Height 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 

6' 
175 pounds 
·Jrledium to thip 

•• • . 

• I ),a ~ .. ' 

•' 

Medium length, blond, and 
(has worn or owns a brown 

. ' 

.· 

l. 11 

curly 
wig) 
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On July 31, 1970, the Washington Field Office advised 
as follows: 

Investigation to date in this case indicates that 
subject opened a bank account at the National Savings and 
Trust Company on 15th and H Streets, NoW., Washington, D.C., 
on June 27, 1966, and another account at the branch bar~ of 
National Sav~ngs and Trust Company located on 18th and K Streets, 
N.W., under the name of JAMES ROBERT MONROE on April 15, 1970. 

Mr. T. EDWARD MORRIS, Assistant Vice President at 
the main branch of National Savings and Trust Company, 15th and 
H Streets, N.W., and FLORINDA SARIEGO, Assistant Cashier,who 
opened the account for the subject under the name of MONROE at 
the K Street Branch of National Savings and Trust Company, 
could recall no identification or anything of pertinence 
pertaining to the subject. 

VICTOR BAER, Office Manager and Secretary of the 
Medical Credit Association, Washington, D.C., where the subject 
was employed under the name of MONROE, stated that MO~~OE had 
been fired due to the fact of his poor working habits and his 
constant repeated absence from work. BAER further added he 
recalled MONROE associated with a deaf mute but could not 
recall this individual's name. BAER advised that he recalled 
MONROE's description as: 

Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Facial Charac­

teristics: 

5'10" 
170-180 
Blond curly, of medium length 

Sloping, ski-type nose 

On June 29, 1970, Mrs. JANET LAMARRE, Assistant 
Personnel Manager at Group Hospitalization, Inc. (GHI), 
Washington, D.C., stated that subject had worked there under 
the name of EARL ROBERT 1mRRITT from June 27, ~966, to August 4, 
1966, and had been released due to the fact that he was not 
dependable. LAMARRE further stated her records indicated that 
MERRITT listed his father only as residing in Richmond, Va., 
and gave the address of his mother, REBECCA MERRITT, as 5729! 
Midland Drive, Charleston, W. Va. 

The home address given by the subject using the 
'name MERRITT of 1801 Newton Street, N.Wo, is now occupied by 
one KENNETH FLIGSPEN, who advised that he knew nothing 
concerning the subject. Also, the address of 1926 M Street, 
N.W., given as home address under the name of JA~ms ROBERT 
MONROE, is in a downtown urban area that is being redeveloped. 

N'W 55306 Docld : 3_29.89698 Page 137 • .., 
~ ,., ; 
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Records of the Check and Fraud Squad, Metropolitan 
Police Department, negative concerning the subject under name 
of MERRITT or any aliases. 

An attempt was made to locate and interview subject 
on July s, 1970, at 5729~ Midland Drive, Charleston, through 
Mr. OSCAR L. COCHRAN. 

Mr. COCHRAN advised the subject's current whereabouts 
were unknown to him; however, he would contact the Charleston 
Resident Agency should he learn.anything concerning subject's 
whereabouts. 

On September 16, 1970, OSCAR L. COCHRAN, 5729~-A 
Midland Drive, Charleston, w. va., was recontacted but advised 
that he still had no additional information concerning the 
subjectvs present whereabouts. 

On September 16, 1970, Mr. and Mrs. WILLIAM COCHRAN, 
5729 Midland Drive, Charleston, W. Va., advised that they 
are the grandparents of the subject; however, they had no 
information concerning his present whereabouts. Mr. WILLIAM 
COCHRAN stated that he has not seen his grandson for approxi-

·mately two or three months and that the last he heard his 
grandson EARL was living in washington, D.C.; however, he had no 
idea as to the exact address. 

On September 16, 1970, DAVID MERRITT advised. that he 
is home on furlough from the u. s. Army at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Mo. DAVID ~mRRITT advised that he does not get along well 
with his brother EARL and that if he had any information 
concerning his brother's present whereabouts, he would advise 
the FBI. DAVID further advised that his brother EARL has 
always been the favorite in the family and was raised by his 
grandparents. He stated that in their eyes, EARL could do no 

. wrong. DAVID stated that his best guess as to where his 
brother EARL would be at the present time would be in 
Washington, D.C.; however, he does not know where in 
Washington. DAVID MERRITT furnished the following information 
regarding his brother EARL: 

Name: 
Date of Birth: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT 
June 20 or 21, 1944 
6'1" 
175-185 
Blond; howeverg is often dyed 
Unknown 

-13-
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Records of the Check and Fraud Squad, Metropolitan 
Police Department, negative concerning the subject under name 
of MERRITT or any aliases. 

An attempt was made to locate and interview subject 
on July 8, 1970, at 5729~ Midland Drive, Charleston, through 
Mr. OSCAR L. COCHRAN. 

Mr. COCHRAN advised the subject's current whereabouts 
were unknown to him; however, he would contact the Charleston 
Resident Agency should he learn .anything concerning subject's 
whereabouts. 

On September 16, 1970, OSCAR L. COCHRAN, 5729~-A 
Midland Drive, Charleston, w. va., was recontacted but advised 
that he still had no additional information concerning the 
subject's present whereabouts. 

On September 16, 1970, Mr. and Mrs. WILLIAM COCHRAN, 
5729 Midland Drive, Charleston, W. Va., advised that they 
are the grandparents of the subject; however, they had no 
information concerning his present whereabouts. Mr. WILLIAM 
COCHRAN stated that he has not seen his grandson for approxi-

·mately two or three months and that the last he heard his 
grandson EARL was living in washington, D.C.; however, he had no 
idea as to the exact address. 

On September 16, 1970, DAVID MERRITT advised that he 
is home on furlough from the u. s. Army at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Mo. DAVID MERRITT advised that he does not get along well 
with his brother EARL and that if he had any information 
concerning his brother's present whereabouts, he would advise 
the FBI. DAVID further advised that his brother EARL has 
always been the favorite in the family and was raised by his 
grandparents. He stated that in their eyes, EARL could do no 

. wrong. DAVID stated that his best guess as to where his 
brother EARL would be at the present time would be in 
Washington, D.C.; however, he does not know where in 
Washington. DAVID MERRITT furnished the following information 
regarding his brother EARL: 

Name: 
Date of Birth: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 

EARL ROBERT MERRITT 
June 20 or 21, 1944 
6'1" . 
175-185 
Blond; however, is often dyed 
Unknown 
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""'!-· -
.. ". ~ ' 

_ .. ~ .. 1f· . 
:. ____ - -~- -



~ . .. .... 

PG 87-15352 

Address: 

Education: 

Has resided in Washington, 
D.C., for the last four years, 
except for brief periods when 
he returned to Charleston. 
Completed 11th grade (was 
expelled from high school just 
a few weeks prior to graduation 
because of poor attendance) 

DAVID also stated that his brother has never been in 
the military. DAVID stated that if he received any informa­
tion regarding his brother, he would notify the FBI. DAVID's 
permanent military address is DAVID ~mRRITT, Serial Number 
225-76-0603, B-31 Company, Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

On September 16 1970, REBECCA (MERRITT), FRISBY, 
nee REBECCA COCHRAN, 5729!-B Midland Drive, Charleston, 
w. va., advised that she is the mother of the subject, EARL 
ROBERT MERRITT. REBECCA FRISBY stated that she did not 
believe her son would write any bad checks because he has 
always been an honest boy. She also stated that she has 
not seen her son or heard from him since June, when he left 
Charleston and stated that he was going to Columbus, Ohio. 
However, she has not heard from him and cannot verify whether 
he ever went to Columbus or not. She stated that in the past 
her son has done work in hospitals as an orderly or doing 
clerical work. She stated that she last knew him to be 
working at D.C. General Hospital in Washington, D.C. Mrs. 
FRISBY stated that she did not have any way of getting in 
touch with her son since she no longer has a telephone and 
she has not received any correspondence from him. She stated 
that ifshe heard from her son,she would advise him that he 
was being sought by the FBI for ques~ioning regarding three 
checks. 

On September 16, 1970, KENNETH SHUMAKER, Postmaster, 
Rand, w. Va., advised that he knows the subject and his 
family and has not seen him in town since about June. 
SHUMAKER stated that if he did see the subject, he would 
notify the FBI. 

' 
_ _ _ .ao:, , . .. _ __ __ _ .. ·- · · · . -- ·- -- --- ---1 .. 
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<·UNi-TED STATES GOV MENT '~ .• 

· Memorandum 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (Bufile 87-111347) 

WFO (87-18178) (RUC) 

.ARL qOBERT, aka 
TSP 

OO:PG. 

_DATE: 9/30/70 

. .. 

101002015 

Reference Laboratory report to Pg., dated 6/24/70 
and WFO letter to ·Pg., dated 7/31/70. 

Enclosed for the laboratory is one original signature 
card #492 324 9, filled out by subject under name of MERRITT 
on 6/27/66 at the National Savings and Trust Company's main 
office located at 15th and 11 H11 Streets , N. W., Washington, 
D. c., and one original signature card filled out by one 

. .JAMES ROBERT NONROE, #SC 850-878-0, filled out at the 20th 
~·and 11K 11 Streets branch of the National Savings and Trust 
ComP.~ny on 4/15/70. 

~ A Enclosed for Pittsburgh are copies of the tl'To above 
described signature cardso 

v 
.... ~ 

·· ·- ~The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare the hand­
writing·~and signature appearing on these cards with other 
specimens submitted in this case. 

No further investigation being conducted by WFO. 

When examination is completed, the Bureau is re­
quested to return the original signature cards to WFO in 
order that they may be returned to th~.National Savings 
and trust Company. ·,\." ·~ ~ ... tJ ""l-~- .. 
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v.. 58 1""\. ... c .\'' ' (l\) \\\ ~.} 

\ ST-103-(j(~;/JI ~~ ~ 
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® - Bureau (87-111347).S'l:~tfrtel • 2) 
2 - Pittsburgh ~(87-190:05) (Encls. 2) - -
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~ LABORATORY __a_ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

To: FBI, Wa..r:;hington liold Of:tice. 
(87-18178) 

Re: um. ROBERT. ~:a. 
lTSP 
( 00: Pittsburgh) 

oate: October 13, 1970 

~ ~ fX~nE::=::, 
~(C.~~;: u 'o"• 

FBI ~ile No. 87-111347.- i 
l,.ab. No. D-?01002015 BF . 

Examination requested by: Washington Field Office 

Reference: Letter 9/30/70 

Examination requested: 

Remarks: 

Tolson __ 
Sullivan __ 
Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 

MAILED 12 

OCT 13 1970 

COMM-FBJ 

Document . 

' Brenna:t, C.D. ­
· Callahan __ 

. g:~~=~ DBD:p(J.1~1L(6) 
Felt--- 'P 
Gale ;/ 
Roaen ~ 
~avel \ ~~- -!, ~.t\~• 
:;;::s ~J..:. -r· J r-· 
Tele.Room_ 331 ~ !' . 
~:~;8___ MAIL ROOM TELETYPE ~ I S T R AT I V E 

' . 

PAGE 

- A • 5 50CT 15 10711 .. _ ... .a - . ~ -~ ---_A ... ,. .. -... 
[ _NW 55306: Doci~:3fo9~9698 "Page 142 t.~ .... . . 
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Re: 

.. 
. 

RECORDED 
10/6/70 
plb 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

E..>\RL ROBERT, aka 
ITSP 
(00: Pittsburgh) 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

File 'II 
Lab. 'II 

NO LAB FILE 

87-111347 4 
D-701002015 BF 

Examination requested by: Washington 

Doc~nt 
Field Office (87-18178) 9/30/70 

Examination requested: Date received:· 

Result of Examination: 
I 

Examination by 

Specimens submitted for examination 

Signature card for the National Savings·and Trust Company, 
dated 6/27/66., in the name "Earl Robert Merritt, Jr.'' 

Signature cnrd for the National Savings and Trust Company, 
dated 4/15/70, in the name ''James Robert Monroe" 

RETURN EVIDENCE 

2 - Pittsburgh (87-19005) 

NW 55306 Doci4 : 3398969~ 
~--... .. ',J!'I: ~"" ·~~-~·~J.·~·">r.. -" _j ....::~....._-¢~,...~ • J... - ~ 
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.. 
RECORDED 
10/6/70 
plb 

I . ••• .... .....,.'_.) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet NO LAB FILE 

Re: EARL ROBERT, aka 
ITSP 

File '6 87-111347-L/ 
Lab.D D-701002015 BF 

(00: Pittsburgh) 

Examination requested by: Washington Field Office (87-18178) 9/30/70 

Examination requested: Document Date received: 10/1/70-:-..... 

Result of Examination: Examination by: DAVI~.) ,t./J . 
' ~ 

~ -R..p ~ w.s.- )._~.dv ()'N.. ; ~L-v-

~ie·r'l">rwv~.:0 X> l/ ;;::==-~ ~~ /2v~ )h~~~ ~r~_s--
0 '-\ I ~~==--- ?/ -4-a ~~ -v-~ o '-'(' 

· ~ ,?...;f· -#. w IV ,(J/ ~"::4 

Specimens submitted for examination 

Q4 Signature card for the National Savings and Trust Company, 
dated 6/27/66, in the name "Earl Robert'Merritt, Jr." 

\ 
Q5 Signature card for the National Savings and Trust Company, 

dated 4/15/70, in the name "James Robert Monroe" 

,._ 

RETURN EVIDENCE 

2 - Pittsburgh (87-·19005) 

' . 
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... . 
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; __ ._ REPORT 
of the 

·'~· 
~LABORATORY ...:-A......;.. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 · 

To: 
JBI, Wasbingtoo Pield Office 

Date: 
FBI File No. October 13 t 1970 

Re: (87-18178) 
.. EARL Mr4ERT • aka 

l'l'SP 

Specimen~ receive'J.o/l/70 

Lab. No. 87-111347 
J)-701002015 Br 

Ql Signature card tor the National savings and Trust Company, 
· dated G/27/SfJ, iu thg Wll'.lte i'Earl. Robert Merritt, Jr •. ,, 

Q5 Signature card fer the Hationa~ Savings and Trust Company 1 
datecl 4/15/101 in the name ~'Jam~ Robert l!onroe" 

Be,;ults of examination: 

It was concluded that the miscellaneous hand printing 
on Q4 :md Q5 wa..q prepared by the eame individual. A aefin1 te 
conclusion was not reached whether the Jame» Robert ~roe 
signature on Q5 was wri ttw by the \11"1 ter o~ the Earl l'~bert 
Merritt, Jr. signature on Q4 due to minor variations and 
ooeause of the lack of compar-able text; however, significant 
handwriting similarities were noted. 

It was conc:ludoo that the James R. !:onroe signatures 
on Ql through ~'3 wtlre wri 'tten by the writer of the James Robert 
Monroe signature on QS. 

aade. 

Tolson __ 
Sullivan __ 
!olohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Brennan, C.O.­
Callahan--. 
Casper __ 
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Roaen __ _ 
Tavel __ _ 
Walters __ 
Soyars __ _ 

· Q4 and QS a.re returned hereri th. Photographs were 

DBD:plb,(6) 
. fJI6 ·. 

.. Tele.Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy--- MAIL ROOMCJ TELETYPE UNITCJ 
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Memorandum 
TO . : DIRECTOR, FBI (87:111347) DATE: 2/25/71 

.-· 

~ 
.FRo~AC, PITTSBURGH (87-15352) (C) 

I 
f· 
fsUBJECT: EARL ROBER~ffiRRITT, 

ET AL 
ITSP 
(00: PITTSBURGH) 

JR., aka.; 

< : 

Rerep of SA A4 LOUIS DI PIETRO dated 9/28/70, at 
Pittsburgh, and Washington Field letter to Pittsburgh 
dated 11/18/70. 

On 2/23/71, AUSA ROBERT B. KING, SDWVA, declined 
prosecution of this case noting that the amount of money 
involved and the evidence currently available does not 
justify further investigative efforts to locate and 
interview subject. 

AUSA's opinion being confirmed by separate letter 
and this letter is being placed in a closed status . 

. .. 

4~~ 

··_:,:~0- Bureau Rtf;. 3o 
1 - Washington Field (87-18178) J1_-!lf 3Y7- 5 
1 - Pittsburgh 
ECW:lgh 
(4) 

------
B MAR 1 1971 
~ ------
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• 
·{ /?) . ~ . 

;· Mr. Earl F.obert !~crr~tt1 
; 1145 23rd Street, N. W. 

-:'i'Iashington, D. c. 20037 
:{ 

.. /··Dear lf:.r. Norritt: 
:.. ~-~: ~l · 

Jr. 

May ~16, 1975 

!reGISTERED RETUfu'J RECEIPT 

1·-

1 

Mr. Cleveland 
AttN: Mr. Riley 
Mr. Gebhardt 
At;tn: Mr. Mohr 

r .(: · Enclo:;ed arc several pages of rc~..-~.terial from our 
?".reco'T"c.1S pertnining to your ?'reedow.. of Information Act request. O,Y , -- ~·hese documents were derh-ed fro.-u (1) nn investi­

·. ·j j gation involvir;g forged ch-2d~s c1ra"t·m 011 «n accoun·t located 

1 
outside the state in r.-;hich the ch~cJ;:s '\'.'ere pz:.ssed and, {2) 

·. ., ·a confidenti2.l source file. 
~.:[~:·· .i : 
/ 

j 
_ .: ·~: ,: / Other docmr\enbJ contained ~C'ithir.. t1"1ese t"~•70 fil(,;s 

- J.( fare l}O~ being disclosed based on tl1e fcllo~qing statutory 
.'! -t ,1 prov~s2.o:ns: 

l·' 7 ~ t: , . . ~ 
: ·. • rf• 

"jf 
(' 

Asst. Dir.: 

1.. The c1ocur.1ents rel<1te to i!".tternal practices of 
this Z\,gcncy, the dis~losure of ~~hich ,.7ould ~c1vf.:;rsely affect 
a signi£ic.:u:t a·;e~1cy func-tio;1,. 'l'itle 5, Unite:d States 
c;o;::e 1 ·Section 552 (b) (2),. that fm!ctio::: being development, 
evaluation, direction an:a rem1.u:oratian of confidcn:ti~l 
GOllT.C~S. 



I . 

' I· 

. -. .J ·• . 
... -..... .. ..... ··. :.· .... - ·· .. . : .. ~- .·;· ~. ·:·:~··. . •. ·: .. . . . . . . . ':·: -... ... . ..... 

. .. ~ .. 
·~ . 

·«· .. .., 

. . 
Mr. Earl Robert Merritt 1 Jr. 

Title 5, United States Code, $ection 552 (b) (5) as releasa 
would inhihi t the interchange of suggestions, recoru.t-n<mda tions . 
and pro1'10sed policy changes \'fithin the ~ecutive Branch of 
the Govcrnme.nt .. 

4. Certain inforR~tion furnished by yours~lf as 
a confidential source was disse.:-ninatcd to o·f:.h0r lat..; enforce­
ment agencies investigating· Jnatters \':i thin their jurisdiction. 
'It is not feasible for the FBI to confim the current sto.tus 

·. -~ ... 

of encll of tl1ese inv~stigations. As :rel-ea.so of data cortcerning 
these cuse3 might interfere ~·dth enforceme~t proceedings, 
denial is based on Title s. United States Codet Section 552 
(b)(7) {A). Furth~~ore, the FBI has a continued interest 
in cer·tain 1aatt:ers tvithin its jurisdiction also protected 
from disclozure under _{b) {7) (A}. 

s. Many documents contain referencea to tr~rd 
parties w~ich did not or).gi'r.atc \iith you 1 disclosure \'iOUld 
be an invasion of. privacy as to these persons; b'lerefore, 
denial is predicated upon ~itle S, United States Code, 
Section 552 {b) (7} (C) nnd (D). 

•. 

6. ]'.s to info:r.m ... "'!.tion '\·;hich did. criginz:1te from 
you, the FBI ns3erts Title 5, United States Cod~, SBcticn 552 
(b}(7) (D), sp-2cifically th~ phrase, ~con£i6.ential info~ation 
furnish~d only by ts.'1e confic1enti~l source_ w" 'l~he interest 
protect~d by t~is clause of proyision (b} (7) (D) is not tlmt 
of the il'lfor!':l.a:r!t 1 but of the Gov&rnment.. Release to you 
ntay be constz-t).ed as rel~<:.se to "t.!'1e public anc1 prcclud~ CL11. 

assertion of confidentiality as to a .request from ru1ycne 
else for the s~e infonna.tion. 

7. !n addition, the FBI asserts Title S1 United 
States Coda, Section 552 (b) (7) (E) e.s t.o certain clocu..~cntr: 
"'·~· i • p t · .r. • • • da.J- · • J- c1 i - -nd .,.,r,..,...e.:t...... s ~·,:a Cll er U~n ~0 our ~n.V0S"Cl.., \.l.:J'O ... e ·~1:..'1 que:s ~ • s.J v~· ,_.u .... e .. 
Our reasons nrc b'le sana as thos!E.! azserted il1 th~ paragraph 
market! 1 above. 

You have ~~irty days fro~ receipt of this letter 
to appeal to the Attorney G~nc:rul frora any dc~·lial. containce· 
herein. Appeals should be directed in ~:-riting to tho Attorney 
Gcn~ral {Att~ntion; Freedcr.l of !nforn\aticn Appeals Unit), 
Wacllington, D. c. 20530. The envelope and the letter 

: · ·e.'l. .. "'t' •i .... - .... ,....., - ~- , ...... "'1~ 
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' .. . ; -:, . . : ... 

2 

.. . 
\ 

\ ,• + 

· · .~ ~ • .\, <e'::l -- ---~~---~ N'l!f' ·~5..>06.'' Do~xd : 3291¥H[98 -· ~ge-~t~:--:""'':'......,.J: .. ~.·:__:_-::..:"P:. ·~=·~-=----~·· =-_:,. _ _:._:__:_ _ ___::...........-=.:===:::;......:~"-'----

.) 
') 
~ 
ti 
~ 

~ 

: .; 



.~. 

.. 
·. 

~-

,·, 

• • •• ' _ .... .. . "" .. . -·~ ' .. . ...... . 

-· : ·, - ! . i :. ·. 
I • 

• ~ ~ ... ! . ·, \ ~ ' . ' 

Mr. Earl Robert Uerritt, Jr. 

\ ., i . t . ·. . . . t.\;~ 
\ \'~ ..... -~ .. \t.."-.:· · 

' . : . : : ' \\\': 
. . ·.: .. ;' \\~.\~'K 

should be cle<!lrly ma.rl~ed· "Freedom cf Inforn'.ation App~al" 6~~: \ 
"Information Appeal." Follovling the Attorney General's , /':; . 
decision 1 judicial revim-1 is available iX: the district of ~··: .. _) 
your residence or principz-~1 place of bus~ness, or in the ·f· ~ \· 
District of Col~~ia, where the records are situated. · - !; -~ . 

·.sin?ere'!y yours, . ~ - :. 

.c. M. Ketle~ 

. h. -

~ -~r. :\~- .. : . 
... ·:.; . . \ -J~" 
:-._.·· . _ :~ ~ -~ 

Enclosures {6) 

.•' 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director ' ·. . ':. ' ~ :.· \: : '\' !' . 

- · .<t • • -. . :: :_ : ~ 
~ -:. .. '· . 
. ~ \' :.. 

~"' .. ~ . . : . . . .. . \ . . . .. .. 
~ 1. . \ 

NOTE: Earl Robert :Merritt, the requester, is a former 
confidential source of the FBI whose source file was 
closed upon determination he had furnished false information 
to Bureau Agents. Subsequently, Herritt made false and 
malicious allegations to the news media regarding the FBI . 
and the Metropolitan Police Department, viDC, regarding the 
direction and tasks he performed as a source. Some of these 
allegations consti tu·te the basis for certain causes of 
action alleged in Institute for policy Studies, et al, 
v. John N. Mitchell, et al, civil Action No. 74-316 
.u.s.D.C. District of Columbia. 

·The Bufiles involved vlith this .request are 137-
28143 and 87-111347. 

By prior memorandum, Special Investigative Division 
concurs with the FOIA section regarding release. The initial 
disclosure contemplated has been significantly narrowed to 
include only descriptive information, closing serials and 
certain newspaper articles. As for the 87 case, disclosure 
has been limited to a serial revealing the prosecutive opinion. 

This response is being posted by registered mail, 
return receipt requested with the instruction,. 11 Deliver 
Only to Addressee. 11 

. ' 
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FROM 

SUBJECT: 

O~A 't"H. UO. t40. ':17 

'\.~ 
R. L. Shackelfo~d0 

. EARL ROBERPr.ffiRRITT, JR. 
(FORI·iffiR \·!~ 4015-C) 

•• 1 - Mr. Franck 
1 - r.w. r~untz 

DATE: 11/28/'{3 
1 - Mr. I·ti,.ller 
1 - Mr. Shackelford 
1 - !1r. Gerblick 

t
'~ ."."oc;. Olt ---;;­

"'"'· Oir.: r 
Admln. __ 

Comp. Syu. _ 
Ext. Alroiro_ l 

!. 
filu & Com. _ II 
lien.lnv. _ 

ldent.-\­

ln•_P•<Ii.~.)~/ 
!nt6Jt.1~-- t 
Laboratory _ 

Pion. & Evol. _ i 
Spec. lnv. _ I 

. Troinln9 __ I 
Logo! Coun. _ 

Telephone Rm. _ ~ 

l>irector Soc'y _ 1 ~ 

a L~-~~ . ,._ [} :.I 
)

t; ,.~.::~};;~·~~~)I 
f'-L'· '• L i"' :, '-' 

A ~ ·~ : . .r: \. i 

j \\!iJ/?... ·~­
'1'\J J ~~), : 

PURPOSE: 

To ansvier the Director 1 s ·ouest ion of Nr. r1iller · · }-\ 
11 an1 untruths in this story?" referring to a "Hashington \ ~I! 
Post" ne\·TSpaper story by staff i•7riter Paul ~·l. Valentine, 
which appeared "!..n the 11/26/73 edition of the 11 Hashington ~~ 
Post 11 and 1·rhich dealt \•Tith statements made by captioned 
individuals to the n\'iashington Post. 11 

iJ/' 
Tn t:hA n't1t: 4 ..... , C> T'r-> f'r>r~o,~ r. -r,.., "b"'"'"' ,., ,., ..... .t.-! 0 .... ,., ,'I • • r 

individual~·-a~i;;o~i;ctg~d th~ir- rol~~ ~s v i~ro~~~~ts 
11

f~r the / \\, 
\'lashington Field Office (HFO) of the FBI and outlined a 1\'~ 
number of their activities as informants~ including targets 1~; 
assigned to them, methods of payment for their \·iork and ~ 
reasons 'dhy they ceased their informant activities. A copy ' .:;- 1 
of this article is attached. ,, . v~ 

BACKGROIDID: 

\\.·· 
. Earl Robertr·,1erritt, Jl"., \·Tho is mentioned in the ~ 
article, Has a crimin~l informant of \·JFO from 10/71 until he ~ 
was discontinued in 6/72. ~·Ierritt was targeted against the p 
Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) after it \·Tas learned some ~ 
of the \·leatherman fuP.:i t"ives reportedly had visited IPS. ,.... 

~ ~ 

. ~ f.1erritt, \·lhO is a self-admitted homosexual, vras discontinued ~ 
· S:S an informant after it i'ias determined he \·ias un:_-eliabl~. ) :-., u 

• , • - ... ~· ·( !\ RFII I '? .,·7- '7 ;"';~ ./,./ .. -- . !.._j ~ 
\ ,~~7~2~143.: L~~l Robert llerr~~;,;-1 Jr.) ~ <7! 

0 

..... _ //_-_ ~ 
,<•" \\~\\~\&§l±-20.,~2 Jose.n.h Anthon;z Barre~t) 2~ DEC£ 1973 ~ 

·~"''"' "1' -: l00-447935 (It1stitUte for Policy studies) 3: 
I Enclosur~-' ..... ... "(' ~· ·· =·i · --·---~ .__ ~ 

Ji:IG•; ;,;~m' / ) ' ' ,f/.·1 " : , . • /I."\,';{" ~o::...: 
. "!'~' ;i{t .CO~.TIN1 ·.~,'D OVER J ~(!" "• 

\: 1 1 t·' ' \' • • u 
~ ~ D ~ ~- ~ \~ . ~ I- ' g 
~~· ~ 

• • I• • ,. •' 
l- .. '·· ~)I 
.. f • •• • 

NW 55306 Docld.: 32989698 Pa9e 1.51 - .. - ... . -:-·---------:;:"' -- ·- . ::::- · . -·--":"' .. .. ...- ... - ... . ..,-#. ~ . 



,, 

.. 

NW 533 06 

I>1emorandum to Hr. E. S. Hiller 
RE: Earl Robert f1erritt, Jr. 

137-28143 

Joseph Anthon~ Barrett 
134-~'"'2 w ...... -··· 

•••te . 

• ' 

1/)t;NTITY t:>~ '5E"P.4~A-Te t>IS<::.oAJnNIJEo IIJrO~PIAtvr '/)P'I-P.TE-.1> A-.S 
Joseph Anthony Barreti-., \'IhO is mentioned in -tne·---- ___ l ______ -

al"ticle, was a security informant of \·lFO from 10/70 to 6/73. ~ 
He originally contacted \•/FO in 5/70 and volunteered his (' 
services. He was approved as a potential security informant ~ 
in 10/70 after wnich he reported on demonstrations by . 

· Vietnam Veterans Against the \·Jar (VVAI'l), National Peace ' 
Action Coalition and Peoples Coalition for Peace and Justice. 
He reported on the activities of IPS personnel who vrere 
involved in Students for a Democrati.c Society (SDS) and he 
reported on the planning for mass demonstrations in 
vlas[lington, D. C., by Rennie Davis. Barrett traveled to Miami 
and reported ~n the activities of dis~ident groups and ~ 
individuals at the Democratic and Repub.lican National Conventions1 
in the Summer of 1972. He subsequently provided information -~ 
abat the demonstrations at the Presidential Inauguration in c 
1/73. In 6/73 he \·las discontinued as an informant at his , 
own request \·Then he advised he \·las attempting to obtain a .j'b 
second job and would not be able to obtain information for o 
the FBI and he had also developed great ·animosity · for tl;.e ~ 
people such as those at IPS about i>Thom he 1vas reporting and, c:;-

I 
I 

I 

theret£r~ • .2ou~&..~~,l .. proy~.~~- .8.~~~~l;_L82..':.~~~.:....-... -· : ..... ---,~ 
· IPS.~ which is mentioned in the article, vras the · ... I 

subject of a preliminary inquiry·by the FBI in 11/68 
after information \·Ias received indicating a possible connection 
betv1een IPS and SDS. The investigation \vas expanded in 1971 
after it ·\'las determined that IPS planned to embark on a five year 
plan for the radical reconstruction of Anerican society and 
had circulated to radical groups around the country a document 
calling for brigades to descend on WashinGton, D.C., and close 
d0'\'/11 Government agencies. The current investigation of IPS 
is directed to,·mrd those areas in \·Thich violations of Federal 
statutes may be developed in view of the activities of IPS 
personnel involving the fvliddle East and the Arabs, 

. North and South Vietnam, Tanzania and the Pan-African Movement and 
contacts \·Iith subversive orr;anizations and individuals in the 
United States. 

2 

CONTINUED ~ OVER 

.. '. ... ~ .. • • 'il"'·' 
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Memorandum to f•Tr. E. S. r.Uller 
RE: Earl Robert f'1erritt, Jr. 

137-28J43 

Jos~nthonx.,.]2,arret .. t 
J3lr-20 522w""" ·-

OBSERVATIONS: 

• 

In ansv1er to Hr. Kelley's question llany untruths 
in this story? 11 the follo\·ling should be noted: 

f1erritt' s claim of having performed illegal 
acts for the FBI has been denied by the Special Agents ·who 
directed him. 

Herritt' s claim that ·he 1·1as hired by viFO at $-::50 
to $75 a vreelc is inaccurat~. He v1~s paid_, on a c.o.d., basis, 

(in varied amounts beh·1een $20 and $80. i'lhich ·v;ere paid on 
various dates ti'W to five times per month beginning in 10/71 
and ending in 5/72 for a total amount of $1,570 • 

.. SAM~ Bar:~ft~~\~J~e~it·a~'~n · ·-~· - - --- · 
infor·mant v1hile at the Republican National Convention after 
seeing a VVAI'I member on crutches stumble and unable to cet 
out of the tear gas is questionable, ·since he continued to 
fu:r·nish information for several months thereafter for \·Thich he 
was paid both services and expenses. 

· Barrett's claim that he Has paid only expenses but no 
salary is not totally correct. tfuil~ not paid a salary, Barrett 
was reimbursed for his expenses and in addition 1·1as paid more tha 
$2J500 on a c.o.d. basis for services, 

It should also be noted that UFO advised at the 
time Barrett was discontinued as an informant he advised he 
still had the greatest admiration for the FBI and agreed 
wholeheartedly that he \'10Uld not reveal his '\'lOrk, v~ritten or 

~ . oral, v1i th the Bureau. 
·~~--------=---..,---li!!IZ.ID.iiiiSlUIO:IIun:EJAIIW·~wwsac:;:_~.,.~~6i"~l!...- ~~~.h ... ___ _ 

REC0f.1l1ENDATION: 

Noneo This is for your information. 

- 3 -
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TO 

FROM 

• UNITED STATES C'"I<.NMEN1' 
' l 

MeJTtoranauin 
:. Mr. Callahan 

').)':1 , ' 
' , . I 

R R Franck • I • ' ~ ,'-. 
: • " l • . L 1 I - : 

\ 

J • 
DATE: 10/4/73 

AuoclOir. ~ 
A:ut~ Oir.: 

Admin. __ 

Camp, Syst. , 

::t.,it;r\llair• _ I 
F;l6s l Com. _ ! 
Gcn.lnv. __ 

ldcnt. __ 

lns.pccfion __ 

lntoll. __ 

Loborotory -~ 
Plan. & Evai.T. 

·, · S;>oc. tnv. _\.._ 
1 

),_... Training__ : 

legal Coun. _ : 

Telephone Rm. ·- ~ 
\ .. Directot Sec•y _ :{ 

,~-

SUBJECT:· EARL ROBERT MERRITT, JR. '_.1' 

i =.) 
I 

/ : ,,,. . l" ; . 1 

. On 10/2/73 .. Ied Sto,uLoLtlt~~as);lJngtn.R§t~~:::~~~s" called :~~..':.}~~ ...... I 
Herington and said that Merritt had furnished the paper information concerning\; : 
his prior informant status, claiming to have been a paid FBI informant' from - i 
October, 1971, until :rvray, 1972, at which tin1e he was discontinued because he- · 
furnished us false information about Jack Davis. He cla.imed his assigned task, 
Wal:! to monitor the Institute for Policy Studies, 1520 New Hampshire Stl·eet, '·· · : 
Northwest, Washington, D. C., and to keep an eye on Jack Davis, who \Vas · ·, ! 
associated with the Institute. He said that he had been a police department "-.5.- ', 
informant prior to working for the FBI and Stout said that this had been con- . 1 
firmed by the police. Merritt said that he had been handled by Washington 
Field Office Agents William Tucker and Terry O'Connor, and that when he · · ~-- .:-:;·1· 
was discontinued in May, 1972, Tucker had threatened him by saying, n\Ve ·: 
wo_uld hate to have someone find you in the Potomac with cem·ent' galoshes." -~ 
He also alleged that Tucker threatened to have liim prosecuted on three old b~ : 

check charges in which Merritt was involv~-~: .... -.- .... ·:.) . .-.•"'\/C .. .......... --· t. _;.._ I 
him later. ~~~~:~~~1!~1~e~~:lt t~~t ~~;:~~t1~~: v: ~~i~~~~~~~~1~:~th with .' ~ . \ 

·.::J._..:~!.~.~~~~JW.F __ ';I:OJ 5.::_~) from late 1971 until he was discontinued by Washington Field ;_ z· ' 
letter dated 6/8/72. He was targeted against the Institute for Policy Studies :_:: 
and Jack Davis mainly because Davis was considered a Weatherman fugitive :-o:-: 

support person and because we had information that some of the 'Weatherman 
fugitives had visited the Institute. Merritt also furnished other valuable 
criminal information. Merritt is a homosexual and was ·determined to be 
unreliable, at which point he was discontinued. Although he has nJt bee·n 
identified by name, we believe he is responsible for allegations which resulted 
in the attorney for the Institute for Policy Studies claiming the FBI and the 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) wer~ engaged in illegal survcill::mce .· 
Of':~·g activities and other illegal conduct. We conducted a preliminary civil =.t: 

rights investigation on these allegations in August, 1973, and lhe _results h<~yc·~-~ 
· REC-2 · - 5 ,. ,.:-~:;:- -~--u:~ .... ~---- · . · -·-~ 

\ .... ~-Mr. Franck ~ · .t :'~-/OCT lt' :~··:;) .:· 
<.." ··1 - Mr Cleveland 50'> -

'>/ :i·, ~~~-:rv1r: Mill_er ~ ::\c<?:NTINUED-OVER) ~-- ...... -~ .. 
,'~'l; <:'ll . Mr Hermnton --< ,, · \· 1 

.····....,.~·"'\.~ • b . 1\ 1.-'(-\ t I ; , 
l ~'\ --~ (': I • . 

1 •<:"\' Bureau File 137-28143 (.) b !_ . : 
• I ' 

/l ;,..) JEH"lS"' (5) :.> J . ~ b t .-. ~-
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Memorandum to Mr. Callahan 
R.e: Earl Robert Merritt, Jr. 

• •• 
been furnished to the Civil Rights Division of the Dep~rtment. Agents who 
handled Merritt deny any improper conduct or any improper instructions to 
him. 

Herington called Stout back today and told him that as a matter of 
policy we simply could not identify individuals who had furnished confidential 
information to the FBI in the past and, accordingly, there was nothing at this 
time that we could say about Merritt's allegations. Stout said that he under­
stood and that actually his story was mainly about allegations made by :Nierritt 
claiming MPD misconduct and that very little of the story would pertain to 
the FBI. He said that he knew that the Intelligence Division of the MPD was not 
terribly sophisticated in its J:-..mdling of infor-mants. He said also that he knew 
that· Merritt was a h0mosexual and that he did not consider him really :reliable. 
Som~ of his allegations have not checked out at_f\fl in further inquiry by Stout. 
Herington also pointed out to Stout that neither;tne allegations alleging threats 
against Merritt could be interpreted as threats. even if the statements had been 
made. He was told that we always caution our informants against disclosing 
themselves because we are aware that some people might want to exact retribu­
tion ag-ainst them for having helped the FBI. The statement that we would hate 
to.have Merritt found in the Potomac with cement galoshes is the type of thing 
that would be an admonishment against his self-Clisclosure becausE(some of 
his friends might seek ·revenge. Herington told Stout that it was ridiculous 
to believe that any FBI Agent would threaten to kill a former informant. It was 
also noted that with regard to the second allegation about the prosecution on 
checks, this does not necessarily have to be interpreted as a threat either since 
it was obvious that Merritt's surfacing himself with a lot of publicity might 
cause the victims of those checks to urge a current prosecution. 

Stout said that he took everything Merritt said with a grain of salt. 

i· 
i 
! 
I 

j 
i 

t 
I 
f 
! 
l 

I 
i 
r 

Stout, of course, was formerly with the Police Foundation and says · 1 
he knows Mr. Kelley personally. He has generally been pro law enforcement in 
our limited dealings with him During this conversation he said that he 
sympathized with the law enforcement's position in dealing with informants 
but that he had been assigned to write a story, which he would have to do. He 
said he didn't really think that what he wrote would hurt the FBI and indicated 
that the story s-hould be forthcoming within the next several days . 

... 2 ~ {CONTINUED-OVER) 
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Memorandum to Mr. Callahan 
Re: Earl Robert Merritt, Jr. 

Herington also talked to Washington Field about this inquiry. They 
-had been alerted by the MPD. that a story would appear in the near future in 
the "Star. " 

RECOMMENDATION 

For information. 

- 3-
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1 - t!r. 

lll~. R, L. Shackolfo1'd 
q l;)ur. 

-- }t -... ,.l·. 

. . u·. s. U0USE SEU:.:CT cor,ra•rTEE 
.ON. Il-ITELLIGEI,:CE (HSC) 

PUIWOSZ: 

1 - Mr .. 

· .. : ~ . . 

To r~cm'ilmend that Legdl Counsel D"lvision cor,.sult 
with the Department to seck guidance as to :thB manner j_n 
wh:tch the L'ureau should respond to IWC requests for 1;mterinls 
in Durea-u files relating to or~v.nizations and indivich,:w.ls 
currently involved in civ:tl litign.tion with the Th.n:.·eau, n.nd 
to ascertain how Bureau pEa~sonnel should respond to similar 
inqui:r·:i..es while giving testimony . in oithcr :executive or 
public sessions. 

DE'l,A!LS: ,· ·- .... 
In September and October, 1975, the USC requested, 

among other i tc:Hns s iufornation fror:1 nureau :files concern1.ng 
a number of individuals associated with the Socialist Yt'orl..:ers 
l?a~ty (S"WP) and :i.nforn::1.tion from the file on the Inntitut0 

. for Policy Studies (IPS) , as 'vall ::t.'3 the =file of formor 
BurGau infqrmant Earl Robert Merritt 1 Jr .. 

On 11/5/75, Bureau repr0sentat:tve!l Hr. W. R. Wannall, 
l.irc R. L. Shncl~olford, and t;!r. D. nyan :Lu:rnished d0positions 
to the HSC concernlng nur:1orous ~utters including Bui:on.u 
invcs.tirP.tions of 5 individu~ls affiliated with the SWP . 

.. ·. . . ·. 

··. \ . 

and this Bureau •s inve3;tigation o:f the IPSo HSC representatives 
indicated at that time, tb.at these topics v.rill b~ the sub-
ject .of testimony scheduled for public session 11/lS/75. 
With rer,ard to ESC .inquiriGs concerninr; the 5 SWP :tndividuuls t 
the thrust of the inquiries centered around this Bureau 1s . 
authority to investi~ate the S\YP and its nembers, which is 
one of tho 1-:1nin issues to be resolved in a pe11ding civil 
suit v;hich the G\'J? hn.s brought ar:nir...st tt-ie Bureau. With 
regard to the IPD, USC inquiries centered around this 
Duroau rs nuthority to :J.nvestir;a.te this orsnnization, us 
we_ll. ~ public charges made ngn.inst this bureau by 

l- G2-11G401 (IISC) 1--100-447935 (!l'S) 
1 - 100-lG (SWP) 1 - 137-28413 (?.!erritt) 
Jp?.t:bm£ (12) CX>NTI1WED - OVER 

. 
.I 
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Earl :Eob:Jrt t!~rr:ttt, Jr., a :fo~or Bu~n.u infor1~ant who 
f"urni::::hod info::-1:tnt:ion concernin~ the IPS.. Clu~r~c3 by 

· ~ Uerri t 1:: hn.vc been pu.bl:tcly rofui::od by· this Bureuu. It 
is nott~d th~t tha · !.!?S is nlso currently involved i11 
civil litir:::ntion '.7:1:i;h thio Buron.u ch:::.r~illg illegal 
wirotapi:·inr:; and bl .. e::1.king and entering. 

Additionally, on 11/5/75, 2 13nrGau A~ents, 
again::rt whom 1lerr:ttt has levied his unfounded charges, were 
dopo;:.Jecl by w:::c mol~1bors a"~ which time the .£\Gents wero 
accOl1!}1nl!iGd by the Departmental . Attorney who is handling 
i;his litig~:t:i.on. --.···.- .. .. 

Xn view of the pend:1.n~ nne request :for l":l.'ltGrial 
ral~ltin:s to IPS, as ·well as infornation perta.:tninr; to 
Ea1--1 no bert !;!erritt, Jr., who is to bG a princ:tpn.l wi tneas 
~~n th~= lPS civil litigation, and because the II3C 
3:-epresentativos have indicated that the qucstionin~ o:f 
Bureau officials scheduled for the HSC public h0!!..:l .. :i.n~ on 
ll./18i75 w:i.ll involve matters directly related to tha 
Govel'nr.1ent ts actioi~s in tho d.eferoe of tho civil r-mits 

· regn.rding both tho !f.'S and S~'r'P, it is ielt thn.t Dep:!rtr.-ental 
advice r;hould b~ sought prior to this D.lraau respon.di:ng 

·to or engaging in further response to tho HSC in these areas. 

· Rl~C01ff.mHDATIOHS: 

• 1) That Legal Coun.~el Division consult \11th the 
, Depn.rtr.1e11t to obtain ndvice ns to how the Duren.u should 
l~ospond to ESC requests for r.atcrials concerning IPS and 
Merritte and advise the Intelligence Division by memorandum 

. of the reaul ts. _, . 

2) Legal Counsel Division should deternins f~o~ 
the Dcpru:tn~ent, the p:trat!eters to whlch Bureau representatives 
ohould confine their tcstinony in either Executive ol· public 
scss:tor~<J concerninG IPS and S'i1P and advise the IntelliG~HlC0 
Division by wonmrandum. 

' ., .. . ' 
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