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DETERMINED TO BE RELEASABLE, PER MEMO DTD 24 JULY 98. 



" W.--- -· ·- . 
llEt.!QRANDlli•: FOR THE RECORD: 8 February 1963 -
suBJECT: ~RE YliftcuJ 

--- ~ ,"''"""-- --

1~ie') On 7 February, Maj 'Watlington calleB. undersi~d to report 
the results of his conversation with Mr. Fortier, Bureau of ..CUStoms., Miami. 

~ ' .· 
2~ ~ Fortier referred to his f'ile and stated the .followi.ng: 

No action has be_en taken on the case. It i-s being hanciled in l'ampa. ---.No 
government agency (meaning CIA) had interceded on their behalf, therefore 
there was little li~hood of favorable adjudication or prompt action. 

3~~(!1) Fortier stated that the ten incli.viduals on the boat at the 
time of impoundment, had come up for trial on 10 December 1962. __ __He-Cifd 
not know the outcome as these cases were turned over to t~e Justi~e 
Department for prosecution. In most cases such as this, the individuals 
were released with a fine. He stated that if either property case amounted 
to more than $2500 it had to go before a Federal court £or disposition, 
and that iii cases such as this, the material, ii' confiscated, was 
turned over to·the Government; in this case where arms were involved, to the 
Defense Department. 

41.f'{.L) Mr. Fortier suggested that it there were any effort to 
release the material ~ an interested government agency, it should be made 
through Mr. Philip_ Nichols Jr. (Mr. Nichols is Director of Cus-toms, Washington). 
He hazarded the opinion that if such an effort were made, the material would 
probably be returned. He did add that the boat was a Cuban boat, stolen f'ram 
Cuba, although he did not believe vhis e££ected the adjudication of the 
case. 

5e ;eJq~p ~(VECIANA) has been called three times since his visit 
to Washington. n ~instance there was no further progress to report 
to him, aside £rom telling him we were continuing to look into the case. 
On the latest contact he was told we would have an answer, one way or another, 
by 15 Februaryo 
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