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Assassination Records Review Board news release
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0088, EXT. 253JFK ASSASSINATION RECORDS REVIEW BOARD ACQUIRES DALLAS POLICE HOMICIDE CHIEFi%€S
HANDWRITTEN NOTES ON OSWALD INTERROGATIONThe Assassination Records Review Board, an
independent federal agency overseeing the identification, review, and release of records related to the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy, announced today that it has acquired original handwritten notes
on the interrogation of Lee Harvey Oswald taken by the late Dallas Police Captain who was in charge of
questioning the alleged presidential assassin. This is the second time that the Board has obtained previously
unavailable Oswald interrogation notes made by a law enforcement official.Dallas Police Captain J. W.
%EWIlli%E Fritz, who headed the homicide and robbery bureau, was the primary interrogator of Oswald while
he was in police custody from the afternoon of November 22 until the morning of November 24,1963 when
Oswald was killed by Jack Ruby in the basement of the Dallas police station. The Board recently acquired the
notes along with other papers and photographs found after Captain Fritzi%€s death in 1984. The materials had
been in the possession of the donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, until they were voluntarily turned
over to the Board last month.i%€Captain Fritzi%€s original notes on the Oswald interrogations add depth to
the primary record of what went on during the hours following the shooting of the President while Oswald
was in custody,i%€ said Dr. Henry F. Graff, a member of the Review Board. i%€The notes are important
because a stenographer was not present and no audio recording was made during the interrogation
sessions.i%€Fritz told the Warren Commission in 1964 that he took no notes during the Oswald interrogations,
but indicated that he later typed a report based on i%€rough notesi%€ that were made i%€several days
later.i%€ These notes are believed to be the ones acquired by the Review Board. They chronicle all of the key
points of the Oswald interrogation, including his denials that he shot President Kennedy or owned a rifle, that
he said nothing against the President and claimed that a photo of him holding a rifle was a forgery, with his
head was superimposed on someone elsei%€s body. The notes end abruptly, showing the time of the last
interrogation session on Sunday morning, November 24 as i%€10-11:15.i%€ Oswald was shot by Ruby a few
minutes later.The Fritz notes are only the second set of original handwritten notes taken on the Oswald
interrogations that have surfaced in the 34 years since the assassination. Earlier this year, the Review Board
announced the acquisition of handwritten notes taken during the Oswald interrogation by former FBI agent
James P. Hosty, Jr.The Fritz notes and other materials acquired by the Review Board have been transferred to
the National Archives and Records Administration for inclusion in the JFK Collection, which is housed at the
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