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Here's a quick update on my search for 1960's era Bethesda materials: 1. Navy Logs from 11/22/63 -- CDR Jim 

Norman, the General Counsel at Bethesda, has confirmed that such logs would have been routinely destroyed 

after two years. My own experience in the Navy supports this. CDR Norman has sent a memo to all 

Department Heads to search or account for any JFK-related records that still may be in the custody or control 

(Suitland) of Bethesda. This memo specified that the search should include logs and any non-JFK autopsy files 

from late 1963 to early 1964 (see below). He requested a response by COB friday. 2. Other autopsy files. -- 

Norman learned from the people in Pathology/morgue that autopsy records would be filed with the 

individuals' personnel record in St Louis. They knew of no easy method to retrieve such a file, unless we know 

of another, specific person who was autopsied during the applicable time period. Again, he included this item 

in his memo hoping that someone else may know about such files and have a different opinion. 3. Manual of 

the Medical Department -- LT Gornick at the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (Bumed) is trying to find the 

1960 version of this publication. He does have the current one and will fax me the appropriate chapters in the 

event he cannot locate the earlier version.
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