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Dear professor Handler, I hope everything is going well at UVA. I am slowly adjusting to life outside of 

academia. My job at the Assassination Records Review Board is going well and has provided me with a 

frustrating yet enlightening crash course in government red tape. I enjoy reviewing many interesting FBI files, 

even if they are often only distantly related to the assassination. The pace of review has dramatically sped up 

as the agency approaches our shutdown in October. The agency was chartered for three years, received a one 

year extension, and is closing shop come October 1st 1998. I have begun the job search once again and hope 

to get back into the historic preservation field. I have contacted the NEH, NEA, Trust, Advisory Council and 

several other agencies. In addition to these jobs I am also applying to several Department of Defense jobs for 

the preservation of DOD artifacts and properties. I would be greatly appreciative if you would write a 

recommendation reflecting on my participation in your classes which included Intro to Anthropology, Poverty 

and Meritocracy, and Museums and Contemporary Society. Please let me know any information you need me 

to provide. I could fax down a resume and transcript if that would be of assistance. I am still researching job 

opportunities and thought it might be convenient if you could prepare a general recommendation to be held 

on file at the Office of Career Planning and Placement. I recently purchased "New history" and look forward to 

finishing it. I especially enjoyed how you used horse manure in the opening pages to interest your audience 

with a recognizable and important part of Williamsburg. I am still playing around with the idea of reworking 

my thesis on Historic Michie Tavern and trying to get it published in a scholarly journal. If I can get motivated 

and begin the rewrite I am sure I'll be citing your book and contacting you for advice. Thank you once again for 

all of your time. Sincerely, Carrie Fletcher
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