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Name of the statute was: Public Law 89-318, enacted on November 2, 1965.The Attorney General had one 

year to make out the list of what the government was vesting title in; private citizens had one year to bring 

suit for damages (just compensation).It did not apply to the autopsy photos--hence, the Deed-of-Gift 

compromise.On October 31, 1966, the Acting Attorney General vested all items of evidence not already the 

property of the government.Source: Jan 24, 1967 memo from Archivist (U.S.) to Director of Information.To: 

Joseph Freeman/ARRBcc: From: Douglas Horne/ARRBDate: 07/14/98 03:02:58 PMSubject: Re: Autopsy 

Materials Deed of GiftCorrect--the law did not apply because the autopsy materials were never used as 

evidence.To: Douglas Horne/ARRBcc: From: Joseph Freeman/ARRBDate: 07/14/98 10:14:38 AMSubject: Re: 

Autopsy Materials Deed of GiftThanks, Doug! Bottom line is that the 1965 statute did not actually cover the 

photos and x-rays -- and that's why the Deed of Gift was necessary. Correct? If not, get back to me on it. I 

knew, of course, about the USSS transfer of the material to Bobby, and the date, but I didn't have straight the 

relationship between the law and the autopsy materials, if any.
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