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You mean, not insofar as you are aware.  Bob and I -- don't worry, your identity has been protected -- have 

discussed at length the respective and contributing roles of genes vs. environment, re: susceptibility to an 

outbreak of the punning disease.  Bob claims it is not communicable -- I am not so sure, and think perhaps 

there is simply insufficient medical knowledge regarding the means of transmission (not unlike the state of 

medical knowledge regarding, say, mad cow disease, just a few years ago).  Bob maintains, however, that a 

predisposition to the disease is inherited, where it awaits only the right environment before manifesting itself 

in the theretofore-healthy-seeming victim.  If Bob is right, his presence here as your colleague and friend has 

clearly brought your own case on and served to reveal your punicidal tendencies....
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