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Spring Pattern (April-May)

April marks the start of the transition from the cold, dry winter to the
summer rainy season.  This transition lasts nearly 2 months.  Low pres-
sure systems start forming near the Gulf of Bo Hai and the Shantung
Peninsula.  These lows significantly erode the dominance of the Sibe-
rian High ("Asiatic High") pressure system.  As a result, cloudiness
and precipitation increase during the spring months.  Korea is occa-
sionally influenced by the "Yellow Wind" during the spring months.
The Yellow Wind occurs when storm winds behind a trough cause dust
from the Gobi Desert to become suspended in the air.  The dust laden
air is subsequently transported over Korea.  During a strong yellow
wind, visibility can be reduced to less than 1 mile.  Spring is also the
time for heavy sea fog to form over the coastal areas.  The fog forms as
the warmer air passes over the cooler Yellow Sea and the East Sea (Sea
of Japan).  Wind gusts of up to 59 kts have been recorded as well as
tornados.  The average April temperature in the north is approximately
10 °C (50 °F) and in the south 12 °C (54 °F); spring is generally cooler
than fall. 

Summer Pattern (June-September)

Summer is the rainy season in Korea.  During the summer, southern
monsoon winds engulf the country, the winds shift to the southwest, and
the warm, moisture laden air moving off the oceans clashes with the
drier air to the north. These  fronts oscillate back and forth across Korea
during the summer months.  The interior highlands disturb the winds,
forcing them into a westerly/southwesterly direction.  The majority of
the annual precipitation falls between late June and the middle of Sep-
tember, with rains fully developing along the entire peninsula by mid-
June.  Seoul receives approximately 126 mm (5 in) of precipitation dur-
ing the winter (December-March), but in July alone receives approxi-
mately 383 mm (14.3 in).
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Thunderstorms usually occur about 2 to 5 days per month during this
period.  Summer precipitation in Korea is as likely to occur at 0200 as at
1400.  Humidity is very high and fog will develop whenever a cold air
mass confronts this moisture laden air, often forming on cloudless days.
The typhoon season occurs from July through September. About once
each year, a typhoon will pass very close to or move over Korea, causing
heavy showers.  Strong winds are usually confined to islands and
exposed coastal areas.  Although winds might not pose a problem, the
associated rainfall can cause significant flash flooding, a very real threat
during the rainy season, especially in rough terrain.  The mean tempera-
ture for Seoul in August is 25.3 °C (78 °C)

Fall Pattern (October-November)

October is the transition month between the summer rainy season and
the cold, dry winter.  The predominantly tropical cloudy weather of the
summer is replaced by cooler, drier, and less cloudy conditions.  The
primary weather producers during October are cold frontal systems
from the Asian mainland.  On the average, one frontal passage per week
can be expected during the month.  A typical frontal passage is preceded
by increasing middle and high cloudiness with light rain.  Following the
frontal passage, mostly clear skies can be expected for 3 or 4 days.  Dur-
ing this clear period it is very likely for fog to form.  Fog is especially
prevalent in river valleys and in low lying areas. 

Winter Pattern (December-March)

The winter in Korea is controlled by the large Siberian High (Asiatic
High) pressure system which results in predominantly cold, dry north-
westerly winds.  About every 4 to 5 days a low-pressure trough will
move through Korea, bringing with it cloudiness and light precipitation.
The amount of precipitation locally depends mostly on the elevation of
the station and the length of time that the air has been over the Yellow
Sea.  Maximum snowfall occurs over the northwest coast, which is the
most exposed to the northwesterly flow, and in the mountain areas.  Nor-
mally less than 10 percent of the annual precipitation falls during the
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winter.  Frequently the weather is cloudless, clear, and dry, except for
the southwestern region of the peninsula.  The mean January tempera-
ture in Seoul is -4.4 °C (24 °F)

Effects of Climate on Military Operations

Extremely cold outbreaks during winter could have a serious impact on
ground and air operations.  During colder temperatures, hypothermia,
frostbite, and cold related injuries will slow the tempo of ground opera-
tions.  Cold weather also impacts the turnaround time of aircraft as
maintenance, refueling, and ammunition loading are affected.  Traffica-
bility is favorably impacted by the state of the ground.  The ground
freezes around 10 November in the extreme north, around 20 December
along the DMZ, and not until 30 January in the extreme south.  Thawing
begins around 30 January in Pusan, mid-February along the DMZ, and
not until 20 March in the far north.  Ice also impacts naval operations
from December until March.

Rain is the biggest problem for military operations in Korea.  Heavy
rains during the Southwest Monsoon saturate the ground and make con-
ditions ideal for flash flooding.  Trafficability is impaired by the wet
ground and the effects of suddenly changing shallow, slow moving
streams into rapid, deep rivers.  In addition, mountain passes and rough
mountain terrain become even more difficult to traverse due to the rains.
Winter snows have an impact on aircraft takeoff/recovery at coastal
bases and in mountainous terrain where snows are normally more sig-
nificant.  With limited highway LOCs available, heavier snowfalls can
cause a significant impact on supply/resupply operations.  The worst
flying weather of the year occurs during the summer rainy season.
About half the season, ceilings and visibilities are less than 3,000 ft and
3 mi, respectively.

In determining the effect of surface winds, direction is the most signif-
icant criteria.  During the Northwest Monsoon (November-March), the
effects of nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) warfare to the south
are heightened.  Although temperatures modify the effect of NBC
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agents at this time, dispersion patterns would be favorable for North
Korean use.  The Southwest Monsoon (June-September) has tempera-
tures and humidity favorable to North Korean NBC use, but dispersion
patterns are less favorable.  The Southwest Monsoon pattern also has
periods of strong wind speeds which may adversely affect air opera-
tions, air defense, and communications which are antenna-dependent.

The best period for air and ground observation is the generally clear
winter period, December through March.  Flying weather in the winter
is the best of any time of the year, although pilots must take note of fre-
quent severe turbulence and icing.  Both hazards can be associated with
the passage of a trough.  The fall period, October through November,
permits good air and ground observation; however, air operations are
frequently marginal during morning hours due to periods of ground fog
in river valleys and low-lying areas.  During the spring, April through
June, air and ground observation are often limited as a result of increas-
ing cloud cover and precipitation.  Additionally, the spring period brings
with it an increase in early morning fog that burns off by late morning.
Also during the spring, dust resulting from Yellow Wind can reduce vis-
ibility at times to less than 1 mile, affecting both ground and air observa-
tion.  Periods of rain during the summer, when the peninsula receives
the majority of its annual precipitation in the form of monsoons, greatly
reduce air and ground observation capability.

Vegetation

During World War II and the Korean War, the Korean Peninsula was
nearly deforested.  As a result, only scrub tree growth and relatively
young forests exist.  Areas not classified as cultivated or built-up are gen-
erally categorized as forests.  Areas that contain trees over 6.1 m (20 ft)
occupy only one-third of South Korea and are usually dense with tightly
spaced trees that are generally less than 10 m (33 ft) tall.  In these forests,
maneuvering vehicles is difficult because trees are so closely spaced.
The valley floors are consistently terraced and planted with rice crops,
assuming that adequate supplies of water are available for these terraced
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fields.  Low, dry crops are planted where adequate supplies of water are
not available, usually on the edges of valleys.  The terrain and climate
conditions of Korea are favorable for growth of coniferous forest includ-
ing pine, fir, larch, and spruce trees.  In the past, most of the forest land
on the peninsula has been denuded, and the only remaining mature natu-
ral forests are on the higher mountains, particularly in the north.  Most of
the peninsula's woodlands are 20- to 30-year-old scrub deciduous forests.
The central regions have a mixed cover of hardwoods and conifers, but
near urban areas the forests have virtually disappeared.  In the southern
portion, scattered stands of bamboo and pine are found among the gener-
ally deciduous growth.
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Effects of Vegetation on Military Operations

Because large stands of trees and forests are virtually nonexistent,
except for remote mountainous areas in the northern half of the penin-
sula, vegetation will have little impact on observation and fields of fire.

The concealment afforded by vegetation is generally good year round
but is restricted mainly to evergreen trees in mountainous areas.  As
operations move north into the more mountainous terrain, concealment
increases.  Concealment for ground troops is fair in areas of cultivation,
mainly in rice paddies and orchards, but these are seasonal except in
dikes and ditches.  Concealment, especially from aerial observation, is
limited in the young forests throughout Korea. 

Surface Materials

The predominant surface material throughout the peninsula is sand com-
posed of rocks and silt.  The soil cover is usually thin outside the val-
leys, on hills, and on mountains.  In the valleys, natural soils are
normally thick sands, and silty sands with considerable cobble-sized
rock in the upper reaches of the valleys.  In the wide valleys of the west-
ern portion of the peninsula, minimal rock is present in the natural soil.
Cultivated soils, especially in terraced rice paddies, are artificially
developed through regular plowing, irrigating, and fertilizing over long
periods. Settling of silts from annual irrigation and also from occasional
flooding of rivers has changed the soil composition from its original
character.  In most areas, rice paddy soil is a uniform silty-loam, which
is totally unlike the natural soils in the vicinity.  During spring planting
these soils are usually supersaturated to allow an easy transition for the
transplanting of rice seedlings.  The introduction of this moisture in the
spring and constant flooding throughout most of the summer months
make these fields impossible for off-road movement of even the lightest
motor vehicles.  During early fall, these rice paddies are drained to
allow for the rice harvest and for the turning of the soil for nutrient
retention.  The turning of the soil allows the ground to dry and become
hard enough for some trafficability.
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SECTION 2

 

MILITARY FORCES OF THE DPRK

 

General

 

The DPRK remains the world's most militaristic state. It commits
roughly 25 percent of its GDP to military spending. Out of every 1,000
people, 40 serve in uniform. By comparison, the ROK spends 4 percent
of its GDP on the military and 14 of every 1,000 people serve in uni-
form. The DPRK maintains imposing forces in terms of numbers. Over
1,200,000 personnel serve in the active forces, with reserve forces
totaling over 5,000,000, making it the fourth largest military force in
the world. The majority of DPRK forces are forward deployed, in
attack positions, within 65 km (40.4 mi) of the DMZ. This concentra-
tion along the border supports a military strategy that is directed
against the ROK. Technically, a state of war exists between the two
Koreas, as no peace treaty or terms were agreed upon at the end of the
Korean War. Although the armistice of 1953 marked the end of conven-
tional combat for the DPRK, it did not signify the end of hostilities or
the preparation for continuing battle.

 

National Military Organization

 

DPRK defense activities are coordinated by the Ministry of the People's
Armed Forces (MPAF). The MPAF is headed by the Minister of
National Defense and consists of the Political Department, Operations
Department, and Rear Services Department. The Minister of Defense
reports to the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, as well to the
Central People's Committee, the main political committee of the
Korean's Worker Party. There is a separate General Staff that acts as an
advisory committee to the MPAF. The DPRK maintains an Army, Air
Force, Navy, and a Special Operations Force (SOF). There is no separate
Marine Corps, although the Navy does conduct some amphibious and
ground support operations. 
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The DPRK enforces a mandatory conscription law for citizens age 17
and over. Minimum service periods are as follows: 5 to 8 years (army), 3
to 4 years (air force),  and 5 to 10 years (navy). Those not able to serve
actively for that period of time are enlisted Red Guard militia, a large
paramilitary force. Active service is followed by part-time service in the
military reserves or service in the Worker-Peasant Red Guard to age 60.
The DPRK military has an estimated manpower pool of approximately
5,000,000 personnel, although the estimate for reserve troops actually
assigned to a military unit number is closer to 750,000 in the army and
40,000 in the navy. 

The Worker-Peasant Red Guard militia is the largest civilian defense
force in the DPRK with a strength of approximately 3.8 million. The
militia is organized on a provincial/town/village level. Command struc-
ture is brigade, battalion, company, and platoon. The militia maintains
infantry small arms, mortars, and air defense artillery, although some
units are unarmed. Those under conscription age are assigned to the Red
Youth Guards for training. Membership in the Red Youth Guards is
approximately 1,000,000. In addition, the security forces and border
guards, numbering approximately 115,000 personnel, are used for inter-
nal security duties.

 

The North Korean Army (NKA)

 

The ground forces are by far the largest and most formidable of the
DPRK's military forces. In the 1980s, NKA force structure became
increasingly mobile and mechanized, with a steady increase in tanks,
self-propelled artillery, armored personnel carriers, and trucks.

The NKA ground combat vehicle inventory consists of medium and
light tanks, which include the T-62 and T-54/55 main battle tanks. The
NKA light tank inventory includes the indigenously produced M-1975,
the former Soviet PT-76, and the Chinese Type 62 and 63 variants. The
NKA armored personnel carrier inventory includes the M-1973/M-1967
and a few BTR-60s.
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The NKA relies on massive numbers of artillery systems to support
ground operations. The North Korean Air Force's perceived vulnerabil-
ity contributes to this reliance on field artillery as the major combat mul-
tiplier. In the 1980s, the DPRK produced a significant amount of self-
propelled artillery by mating towed artillery tubes with chassis already
in the inventory. Also produced are a variety of self-propelled guns,
howitzers, gun-howitzers (ranging from 122-mm to 152-mm), and two
versions of the KOKSAN gun (170-mm). The DPRK also manufactures
at least three calibers of multiple rocket launchers - 107-mm, 122-mm,
and 240-mm - and mounts many of them on heavy trucks.

The DPRK produces a wide range of former Soviet antitank guns, from
57-mm to 100-mm. This includes the 76-mm field gun and SU-85 100-
mm SP. Infantry fire support weapons include mortars ranging from 60-
mm to 160-mm, hand-held rocket-propelled grenade launchers, and AT-
1/SNAPPER and AT-3/SAGGER wire-guided antitank missiles. The
DPRK probably produces the AT-4/5.

Major units of the NKA are listed as follows: 

8 conventional corps

1 armored corps

4 mechanized corps

2 artillery corps

1 capital defense command

30 infantry divisions and

4 infantry brigades

15 armored brigades

20 motorized/mechanized infantry brigades

Special Purpose Forces Command 
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The North Korean Air Force (NKAF) 

 

The primary mission of the NKAF is air defense of the homeland. Sec-
ondary missions include tactical air support to the Army and the Navy,
transportation and logistic support, and SOF insertion.

Interceptor, ground-attack, transport, attack helicopter, and transport
helicopter regiments are formed from over 730 combat aircraft, approx-
imately 300 helicopters, and 92,000 personnel. Although DPRK air-
bases are located throughout the country, the majority are in the
southern provinces. Pyongyang has the capability to protect combat air-
craft in hardened shelters.

The DPRK does not produce aircraft indigenously. Its inventory, though
large, consists of many aircraft manufactured using 1950s and 1960s
former Soviet or Chinese technology. However, in the 1980s the former
Soviet Union supplied some more modern, all-weather air defense and
ground-attack aircraft.

Interceptor aircraft are an integral part of the DPRK's air defense net-
work, which also includes surface-to-air missiles and numerous mobile
and fixed antiaircraft artillery weapons. Interceptors fly combat air
patrol missions to protect DPRK coastlines, military installations, and
key urban areas. The MiG-23/FLOGGER and MiG-29/FULCRUM are
the most modern interceptors in the inventory. However, the backbone
of the air force remains the MiG-21/FISHBED. The DPRK has 120
MiG-21s and over 100 MiG-19/FARMERs. The MiG-21 has a twin bar-
rel 23-mm cannon and AA-2/ATOLL heat-seeking air-to-air missiles.
The DPRK's air defense capability improved in 1984 when the Soviet
Union began supplying the first of the 46 MiG-23/FLOGGER intercep-
tors. This all-weather interceptor can carry the AA-2/ATOLL or AA-8/
APHID and the longer range AA-7/APEX missile. Until the MiG-29/
FULCRUM arrived in 1988, the FLOGGER was the DPRK's most mod-
ern aircraft. The FULCRUM, an all-weather counterair fighter, entered
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service in the former Soviet Union in 1985. Equipped with a look-down,
shoot-down radar, beyond-visual-range air-to-air missiles, and close-in
dogfight missiles, it provides the best airframe against the more modern
CFC combat aircraft.

Most ground-attack regiments have Russian- and Chinese-produced
light bombers and fighters with technology from the 1950s and 1960s.
The  NKAF  has  three  regiments  of  Il-28/BEAGLEs, one  regiment  of
Su-7/FITTERs, five regiments of MiG-15/FAGOTs and MiG-17/FRES-
COs, and two regiments of MiG-19/FARMERs. The 82 BEAGLEs are
medium-range bombers with a radius of 550 nm and a bomb load of
2,205 lb. Other attack aircraft include about 100 FARMERs and Chinese
versions of the FARMER that have been modified for ground attack.
These older aircraft can operate only in daylight and good weather and
can only carry small bomb loads. The NKAF also has 20 1961 vintage
Su-7/FITTER ground-attack fighters.

The NKAF modernized its ground-attack capability by importing Su-
25/FROGFOOT aircraft from the former Soviet Union. Deliveries began
in 1988, totaling approximately 36 to date. The Su-25 is a late-1970s
aircraft, has a combat radius of 300 nm, and can carry up to 8,800 lb of
bombs and rockets. During the initial stages of the surprise attack, the
most likely targets for the Su-25 are airfields, surface-to-surface missile
sites, headquarters, and other military targets of opportunity.

During the 1980s, the NKAF substantially increased its helicopter
inventory from 40 to 275. Helicopters in service include Mi-2/HOP-
LITE, Mi-4/HOUND, and Mi-8/HIP. In 1985, the DPRK circumvented
U.S. export controls to buy 87 U.S.-manufactured Hughes helicopters.
These helicopters are considerably more advanced than those received
from the Russians. Although the DPRK has the civilian version, they
probably have modified some of them to carry guns and rockets.
Because the ROK produces the same model helicopter for its armed
forces, the DPRK could modify their Hughes helicopters to resemble
the  ROK  counterparts  to  confuse  CFC  air  defenses  during  SOF
operations.
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The transport fleet has some 1950s- and 1960s-vintage former Soviet
transports, including more than 270 An-2/COLT light transports and 10
An-24/COKEs. The COLT's ability to land on short, rough strips, makes
it especially suited for the task of transporting SOF units. It can hold 10
combat troops and cruise at 160 kilometers (km) an hour. The NKAF
has at least six COLT regiments and at least six regiments of attack and
transport helicopters. 

DPRK operational thinking reflects both Russian doctrine and North
Korean experiences with heavy UN bombing during the Korean War; it
relies heavily on air defense. The DPRK houses a large percentage of its
military industries, aircraft hangars, repair facilities, ammunition, fuel
stores, and even air defense missiles underground or in hardened shelters.

The DPRK, with over 8,800 AA guns, combined with SA-2, SA-3, and
SA-5, and handheld SA-7 and SA-16 surface-to-air missiles, has con-
structed one of the world's most dense air defense networks. In the mid-
1980s, the former Soviet Union supplied SA-3/GOA surface-to-air mis-
siles to the DPRK. The SA-3 provides short-range defense against low-
flying aircraft. In 1987, the former Soviet Union provided SA-5/GAM-
MON surface-to-air missiles that gave Pyongyang a long-range, high-
altitude, surface-to-air missile capability. The SA-2 GUIDELINE sys-
tem provides medium-range, medium-altitude point defense for cities
and military airfields, as well as a barrier defense along the DMZ.

SA-2 and SA-3 battalions are concentrated along the coastal corridors,
while most SA-5 GAMMON battalions are located near the DMZ and
are extended north to cover Pyongyang.

 

The North Korean Navy (NKN)

 

The 46,000-man NKN is primarily a coastal navy. The NKN is orga-
nized into two fleets: the East Coast Fleet, with eight operational com-
mands, and the West Coast Fleet, with five operational commands. The
East Coast Fleet is headquartered at Toejo Dong, with major bases at
Najin and Wonsan. The West Coast Fleet is headquartered at Nampo,
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with major bases at Pipagot and Sagon Ni. Numerous smaller naval
bases  are  located  along  both  coasts.  The  fleets  do  not  exchange
vessels because geographical limitations make mutual support almost
impossible. The NKN does not have a Marine Corps or naval air.
Amphibious operations  are  conducted  by  SOF  units  in  addition to
naval personnel. 

Most NKN vessels are small patrol-size craft unable to operate over 50
nautical miles (nm) from the coast but capable of policing the DPRK's
territorial waters. The navy's numerous amphibious craft and midget
submarines are intended to clandestinely insert SOF units into the ROK.
The DPRK also maintains coastal defense artillery and missile sites.
Coastal defense artillery includes 122-mm, 130-mm, and 152-mm sys-
tems. Land-based coastal defense missiles include the SSC-2B SAM-
LET, CSSC-2 SILKWORM, and CSSC-3 SEERSUCKER.

The NKN's most capable weapons systems are their approximately 43
guided-missile patrol boats equipped with the SS-N-2A STYX antiship
missile (or its Chinese version, the CSS-N-1 SCRUBBRUSH). Though
their small size limits operations to coastal waters and calm seas, they
have a capability to quickly respond to Combined Forces Command
(CFC) shipping approaching the coast. The NKN has 12 OSA-1 guided-
missile patrol boats, 10 DPRK versions of the OSA-1 called the SOJU,
and 19 other fast-attack missile craft; the OSA and SOJU are all
equipped with four CSS-N-1 missile launchers. The missiles have a
maximum range of 25 nm and carry radar or infrared homing seekers.

The largest part of the NKN consists of small combatants, including tor-
pedo boats, patrol boats, patrol craft, fast attack craft, and small amphib-
ious landing craft. Of the approximately 200 torpedo boats, nearly half
are DPRK-built. Most are equipped with 25-mm to 37-mm guns. The
DPRK built at least 62 CHAHO fire-support patrol units. This unique
vessel has a multiple rocket launcher in the center of its deck to provide
fire support to ground troops or attack surface ships.
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The DPRK's attack submarine inventory is estimated to include 4
former Soviet WHISKEY Class, 22 Chinese ROMEO Class, and
DPRK-built ROMEO Class submarines. The WHISKEYs, acquired in
the 1960s, can carry 12 torpedoes or 24 mines. Shortly after delivering
four ROMEOs in the early 1970s, China helped the DPRK start its own
ROMEO construction program. The ROMEOs are well equipped, have
an improved sonar, and can carry 14 torpedoes or 28 mines.

To date, the DPRK has indigenously produced over 200 personnel land-
ing craft. This includes approximately 100 NAMPO personnel landing
craft based on a former Soviet P-6 torpedo boat hull. The NAMPO has a
maximum speed of 40 knots and a radius of 335 nm at 28 knots. The
NAMPOs provide a limited amphibious capability, each carrying up to
30 troops with a basic combat load. Amphibious assaults against CFC
probably would be small, clandestine landings involving two to six
NAMPO craft; CHAHO or other naval craft could provide fire support.
Other amphibious craft include 8 HANTAE medium landing ships,
which can carry 3 to 4 light tanks, and approximately 125 KONG
BANG amphibious hovercraft.

The DPRK has a credible mine warfare capability. There are numerous
small surface ships that are capable of delivering mines within both the
navy and civilian sectors. Mines will be used to defend against amphibi-
ous assaults, defend strategic ports, and provide seaward flank protec-
tion for land forces. Defensive mine fields will be monitored by coastal
observation teams and radar, and they will be supported by well
emplaced artillery and missile batteries. This will make close approach
and mine clearing operations extremely hazardous. DPRK has a large
inventory of older technology mines, significant historical experience
with their effectiveness, and, most importantly, the willingness to use
them.
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Other Considerations 

 

Biological

 

Biological warfare has not received the same attention as chemical or
nuclear warfare. However, if the DPRK did choose to employ biological
weapons, it probably could use infectious agents, such as those causing
anthrax or plague, against CFC forces.

 

Chemical

 

The DPRK is capable of producing nerve, blood, choking, and blister
agents. They have at least eight industrial facilities that could produce
these agents. While production rates are uncertain, large quantities of
agents are believed to be available.

Chemical weapons can be delivered by virtually all DPRK fire support
systems. This includes most artillery, multiple rocket launchers (includ-
ing those mounted on CHAHO-type boats), mortars, FROGs, SCUD
missiles, and some aerial bombs.

The DPRK plans to operate in a chemically contaminated environment.
Chemical defense units are organic to combat units down to regiment
level. For example, an army corps has a dedicated chemical defense bat-
talion and a regiment has a subordinate chemical defense platoon. These
chemical defense units have both detection and decontamination sys-
tems. Their missions include reconnaissance and the training of person-
nel in the use of protective equipment. Chemical training and exercises
for both military and civilian personnel have increased consistently over
the years.

DPRK chemical weapons would compliment conventional military
power. In a surprise attack, DPRK forces are expected to use chemical
weapons to demoralize defending forces, reduce their effectiveness, and
deny use of mobilization centers, storage areas, and military bases with-
out physically destroying facilities and equipment. Non-persistent
chemical agents could be used to break through CFC defensive lines or



 

42

 

to hinder a CFC counterattack. Persistent chemical agents could be used
against fixed targets in rear areas, including command and control ele-
ments, major LOCs, logistic depots, airbases, and ports.

 

Special Operations Force 

 

Nearly 60,000 military personnel assigned to the 22 SOF brigades and
light infantry battalions would be available to open a second front in
CFC's rear area. These forces have five basic missions: conducting
reconnaissance, performing combat operations in concert with conven-
tional operations, establishing a second front in the enemy's rear area,
countering CFC special operations in the North's rear areas, and main-
taining internal security. These forces perform operations at the strate-
gic, operational, and tactical levels. During offensive operations, corps
reconnaissance units would conduct penetration missions to collect mil-
itary intelligence and launch raids on military and civilian targets. Prior
to the main attack, some units would infiltrate behind allied lines by air
and sea, while others would cross into the ROK through tunnels under
the DMZ. These units would penetrate at night to locate and destroy
command posts, create confusion in rear areas, interdict troop and sup-
ply convoys, attack military and civilian installations (to include ports
and airfields), and gain control of critical terrain.

 

Summary

 

Most of the DPRK's military equipment is technologically inferior to
CFC equipment. The state of readiness and training for the force will
decline due to the age of equipment and lack of repair parts. Therefore,
the ability of the DPRK to threaten the South with conventional forces
will be reduced by the turn of the century.

 

National Military Policy 

 

DPRK military policy focuses on maintaining and sustaining a military
force capable of conducting an offensive operation into the ROK to
attain the national goal of reunifying the peninsula. DPRK military doc-
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trine and policy specify the structure of DPRK armed forces, allocate
industrial resources and output, and orient research and development to
support the armed forces. This doctrine is the blueprint, drawn up by the
highest DPRK political leaders, that describes in detail the shape of the
armed forces and the way in which they are to be used. It is based on
three fundamental and interconnected concepts shaped by the late Kim
Il-song's vision of the future of the Korean Peninsula:

 

■

 

Eventual reunification,

 

■

 

DPRK regime survival and leadership of a unified Korea, and

 

■

 

the application of military force to achieve reunification.

DPRK force development and weapons acquisition strategy focuses on
countering the strengths and weaknesses of CFC forces while remaining
independent and self-sufficient in maintaining and modernizing their
armed forces. The DPRK military is attempting to meet the following
force objectives:

 

■

 

Develop and refine self-sufficiency in armament.

 

■

 

Maintain active force size and rapid force generation capabilities of
reserve forces.

 

■

 

Overcome terrain and technological disadvantages.

 

■

 

Ensure sustainability and improve warfighting infrastructure.

A major hurdle faced by the DPRK in attaining its force objectives is the
dismal state of its economy. Though the DPRK dedicates critical
resources to the military, at the expense of all other sectors of society,
the country may be facing economic collapse during this decade.
Because of this, the DPRK may be reaching a decision point, either to
use its military force or risk losing the military option. Consequently,
there is more pressure on the DPRK to complete its force objectives.
Barring economic collapse or military action, DPRK military policies
will continue to support the national goal of reunification.
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The primary strength that the DPRK can draw upon is the support of the
North Korean people. Whether by force of indoctrination or genuine feel-
ings of nationalism, this support constitutes a reservoir of national power.
DPRK soldiers are taught that the outcome of a war is not decided by
modern weapons and military technology, but by the "noble mission and
revolutionary spirit with which it fights for the liberation of the people."
This translates into a military force capable of supporting a wide range of
combat options without consideration for danger or moral values.

Vulnerabilities of this military doctrine include the sheer physical
exhaustion of the DPRK population. This is perhaps the greatest imped-
iment to the North's attempt to offset the growing economic and military
power of the ROK. On the battlefield, perhaps the most decisive short-
coming of the DPRK would be the lack of modern reconnaissance, sur-
veillance, and target acquisition systems. This shortcoming is amplified
by the relative inaccurate and cumbersome characteristics of most of the
DPRK's major weapon platforms.

 

Military Strategy

 

The primary objective of North Korea's military strategy is to reunify
the Korean Peninsula under North Korean control within 30 days of
beginning hostilities. A secondary objective is the defense of North
Korea. To accomplish these objectives, North Korea envisions fighting a
two-front war. The first front, consisting of conventional forces, is
tasked with breaking through defending forces along the DMZ, destroy-
ing defending CFC forces, and advancing rapidly down the entire penin-
sula. This operation will be coordinated closely with the opening of a
second front consisting of SOF units conducting raids and disruptive
attacks in CFC's rear.

In developing the force to fulfill this two-front strategy, North Korea's
leaders realized that they could never reach technological parity with the
United States or U.S.-supplied South Korea. Instead, they focused on
attaining overall combat superiority through the use of surprise, shock,
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speed, and overwhelming quantities of troops and firepower coupled
with a well-trained SOF.

North Korea, devastated during the Korean War, also places great
emphasis on maintaining a strong defense. To achieve the strategic
defense mission, North Korea has established defensive belts. They are
designed to defeat any attack from ground or amphibious forces. The
main strategic belt runs from the DMZ to Pyongyang. This belt contains
over two-thirds of the DPRK's active maneuver ground forces. Ground
defense along this belt is carried out by MPAF and corps level units.
Two army-level headquarters may be activated for wartime operations.
Coastal defense is provided by the navy, and ground antilanding defense
is provided by the army. Defense of DPRK airspace is provided by the
air force and antiair artillery units of the army. At the initiation of a
DPRK  ground  offensive,  the  North's  reserve  forces,  numbering
some 5 million, would man a pre-established, in-depth national defense
network.

 

Military Doctrine

 

DPRK military doctrine is based on a blend of Russian operational art,
Chinese light infantry tactics, and North Korean lessons learned during
the Korean War. This doctrine is tempered by the national goal of

 

chuche

 

 (self reliance). The impact of chuche is that imported military
concepts have been adapted to the unique geography, social conditions,
and economic conditions found on the Korean peninsula. The guiding
principles within DPRK doctrine are as follows:

 

1. Annihilation:

 

 Destroy defending CFC forces in place. Do not allow
them to withdraw and regroup.

 

2. Surprise Attack:

 

 Achieved by making an unexpected assault in an
unexpected manner. Prevent CFC from taking effective countermea-
sures. Position forces to attack with little preparation. Practice excellent
OPSEC and deception. Attacks at night and during adverse weather are
the best way to achieve surprise. 
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3. Overwhelming Firepower:

 

 Employ continuous massing fires
(including chemical) from heavy guns and multiple rocket launchers to
create opportunities for maneuver and to pulverize CFC forces.

 

4. Mobility: 

 

Employ tanks, armored personnel carriers, self-propelled
artillery, vehicle-mounted rocket launchers, and vehicle-mounted anti-
aircraft guns to be able to attack/counterattack while moving. Utilize a
redundant C2 system while moving.

 

5. Impregnable Rear:

 

 Ensure that rear areas are secure from CFC
attack to remain fully capable of continuous support to attacking forces.

 

6. Conduct Special Operations and Guerrilla Warfare in the
Enemy's Rear:

 

 These operations are to be conducted in close coordina-
tion with conventional operations to maximize disruption of CFC air,
artillery, and logistics support to frontline CFC units.

 

7. Use the NKN and NKAF in Coordination with Ground Forces:

 

Employ the unique fires available from these forces to carry the fight to
the depths of CFC defenses. Use their transport capabilities to insert
SOF. Use them to safeguard the impregnable rear from air and sea attack.

 

8. Echelon Forces:

 

 Echelon at corps and below to provide both offensive
and defensive options as a conflict unfolds. Normally three echelons:
about two-thirds of force in first echelon, about one-third in the second
echelon, with about one-ninth held in reserve or as the third echelon.

 

9. Combined-arms Operations:

 

 Coordinate the actions of all forces,
large and small, conventional and unconventional, to successfully exe-
cute combat engagements.

 

10. Adequate Logistics:

 

 Ensure that there are sufficient logistic units to
support combat operations and long LOCs.

 

11. Use Terrain to the Best Advantage:

 

 Emphasize mountain opera-
tions.
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12. Detailed Reconnaissance:

 

 Know CFC locations and be able to tar-
get them.

 

Operational Level of War

 

Operational Level Offense

 

The operational objective of DPRK forces in the offense is the destruc-
tion of CFC forces in a short duration, high intensity campaign employ-
ing maneuver warfare.

To achieve these objectives, the DPRK has developed a mobile ground
force emphasizing the utilization of overwhelming firepower. The latest
evolution in force structure and doctrine, begun in the late 1970s, has
resulted in two distinct force organizations: a large, mobile active force
(including SOF) organized, trained, and deployed to carry out offensive
operations against the CFC, and an extensive, well trained reserve force
to defend the DPRK.

The DPRK offensive against the ROK will consist of three phases. The
objective of the first phase will be to breach the defenses along the DMZ
and destroy the forward deployed CFC forces. The objective of the sec-
ond phase will be to isolate Seoul and consolidate gains. The objective
of the third phase will be to pursue and destroy remaining CFC forces
and occupy the remainder of the peninsula.

The four forward conventional corps, I, II, IV, and V, are considered the
"warfighting" corps. They are expected to conduct the initial attacks
with the primary mission of annihilating CFC forces north of Seoul. The
concept of annihilation is the key to the NKA doctrine, as it continually
states the necessity to destroy enemy forces in place. The forward corps'
follow-on mission is the defeat of CFC forces in depth.

The remaining conventional corps, III, VI, VII, VIII, and the Capital
Defense Corps (CDC) have several possible missions. These missions
include providing follow-on forces, round-out forces, and serving as
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coastal, rear area, or capital defense forces. Dependent on the forward
corps' success, the rear corps will release units to serve as replacements. 

Two mechanized corps and part of the armor corps will provide the
exploitation forces to carry the battle beyond Seoul. The remaining
mechanized corps and armor from the armor corps could provide the
strategic reserve north of the DMZ.

Just prior to the initiation of hostilities, two army-level commands may
be established. These commands are expected to control operations
from the DMZ to the port of Pusan. Army Group I would be responsible
for conducting the main attack into the western portion of South Korea
and destroying the bulk of CFC forces north of Seoul. Army Group II
would be responsible for conducting supporting attacks down the east-
ern portion of the ROK and securing the left flank of Army Group I. 

Army Group II would most likely consist of the following forces:

 

First Echelon:

 

 Will consist of the forward corps. Their mission will be
to conduct the initial infantry assault across the DMZ and break through
CFC defenses.

 

Second Echelon:

 

 Will consist of mechanized and armor forces. The pri-
mary mission of these forces will be to envelop and destroy forward
deployed forces.

 

Third Echelon:

 

 Will also consist of mechanized and armor forces. The
mission of these forces will be to pursue and destroy the remaining CFC
forces and to occupy the entire peninsula. Additionally, strategic reserve
forces or follow-on forces exist to augment all echelons if required.

Although the NKA places great emphasis on maneuver, it has elected
not to rely on extensive mechanization of its infantry forces. It is impor-
tant to note the NKA concept of "mechanization." To the NKA, mecha-
nization is designed to provide rapid "protected" movement of an
infantry force. For the most part, personnel travel in armored personnel
carriers or trucks, not infantry fighting vehicles. Once the force reaches
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its destination, troops dismount to conduct traditional infantry opera-
tions rather than Russian-style infantry fighting vehicle (IFV) tactics
while fighting a mounted battle, whenever possible, through the enemy
defenses. Selective mechanization has been accomplished through the
use of self-propelled artillery and antiaircraft systems and tanks, but not
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large quantities of armored personnel carriers or IFVs. As in the past,
the DPRK ground force of the 1990s relies on the foot soldiers' ability to
exploit nontrafficable terrain. The objective is to overwhelm CFC units
with conventional forces and exploit breakthroughs with mechanized
assets without becoming roadbound.

 

Exploitation Forces

 

To support offensive operations of the forward corps, the NKA has cre-
ated four mechanized corps and an armor corps. Two mechanized, the
806th and 815th, and the 820th armored corps are positioned to support
strikes by the forward conventional corps and are considered to be tacti-
cal exploitation forces. Individual mechanized brigades may be turned
over to the control of the forward corps to exploit breakthroughs
achieved by the infantry. Their main objective is to drive deeply behind
CFC lines and set up blocking positions to cut off withdrawing or rein-
forcing CFC forces. Each mechanized brigade is capable of independent
operations behind enemy lines.

Successful destruction of CFC forces north of Seoul will enable the NKA
to commit its operational exploitation forces. This force will operate
under the control of an army command and conduct corps level, cohesive
operations. They are expected to be committed at the time forward CFC
forces are annihilated. Their mission is to quickly seize and secure key
terrain leading to control of the area between Seoul and Pusan.

The NKA will seek force ratios of 3-5 to 1 in armor, 6-8 to 1 in artillery,
and 4-6 to 1 in infantry forces to mount an attack. In attempting to
breach a well prepared defensive position, the NKA may be expected to
seek even larger ratios. This undoubtedly would be the case in attempt-
ing to break through DMZ defenses.

Combined-arms operations constitute the foundation of tactical battle in
NKA doctrine. Utilization of the forward conventional corps, reinforced
by the mechanized and armor corps, to fight from the DMZ to Pusan is
called the Strike Force concept. This concept embodies how the NKA is
expected to fight, especially south of Seoul or in defense of the DPRK.
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The Strike Force concept was devised to compensate for DPRK defi-
ciencies, CFC strengths, and terrain considerations. Using a task organi-
zation approach, the NKA fields, trains, and exercises a large ground
force, designed to overcome the strengths and exploit the weaknesses of
CFC forces. Strike Forces/Groups are formed around a core unit, either
a corps, division, or regiment/brigade. As the situation develops, addi-
tional units, such as armor, or artillery, may be diverted to the Strike
Force to significantly increase available fire support.

The DPRK maneuver forces will echelon in three parts: a forward ele-
ment (most likely reinforced light infantry), which is a self-contained
maneuver force and two maneuver elements. Although the second
maneuver element is sometimes referred to as the reserve, it contains
sufficient combat weight to assume the lead of the main attack should
the first maneuver element fail or stall, or to attack another objective.

 

Avenues of Approach

 

The NKA is expected to use three primary avenues of approach into
the ROK. They are the Kaesong-Munsan approach, the Chorwon Val-
ley approach, and along the east coast. There are several sub-maneuver
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corridors that can facilitate maneuver from the three major avenues of
approach.

 

The Second Front

 

As the attack against the forward defenses along the DMZ begins,
DPRK forces will initiate SCUD and FROG missile attacks with high
explosives, smoke, and possible nonpersistent chemical warheads
against airfields, lines of communications, C2 and logistics facilities.
Additionally, the DPRK attacks will be supported by the opening of a
"second front" in CFC's rear areas by teams of SOF units. These sol-
diers, some dressed in ROK army uniforms and carrying ROK weapons
and equipment, will infiltrate into the south by air, sea, and through tun-
nels under the DMZ to attack CFC airfields, C3, and other key targets.

 

Operational Level Defense

 

In the defense, DPRK forces have an operational objective of coordinat-
ing the defense and conducting counterattacks to repel CFC forces from
DPRK-controlled territory and adjacent waters. The DPRK views the
offensive as the only means with which to achieve decisive victory. Thus,
DPRK forces would use the defense only to consolidate gains, await
additional resources when temporarily halted, protect flanks, repulse
CFC counterattacks, or free resources for other offensive actions. 

In the defense, DPRK forces plan to use counterattacks to quickly dis-
rupt CFC offensive operations. Once it appears that these forces have
been, or will be, successful in breaching the defense, DPRK forces will
attempt an immediate counterattack. 

Fire support in the defense is well planned and highly concentrated to
cover flanks and forward sectors. Artillery fires in the defense include:

 

■

 

Long-range fires:

 

 Designed to engage CFC forces before they can
organize into attack formations.
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■

 

Close combat fires: 

 

Designed to concentrate fire on CFC forces just
prior to the assault on DPRK defensive lines.

 

■ Final protective fires: Designed to begin just prior to CFC breach-
ing operations and intended to limit avenues of approach and thwart
CFC penetration of the main defensive position. 

■ Fires within the defensive positions: Designed to blunt CFC pene-
trations of the defense while DPRK forces mount a counterattack.

In the defense, the DPRK also places great emphasis on antiaircraft
artillery (AAA) and engineer support. The first priority of AAA is the
protection of artillery assets, but they would be deployed to cover the
defense in depth. Engineer support would include the use of antitank
and antipersonnel obstacles to deny CFC avenues of approach, espe-
cially armor, into the main defensive area. The antitank plan is an inte-
gral part of DPRK defensive operations. They view tanks as a primary
threat to a successful defense. As such, a DPRK defensive plan would
include antitank operations, engineer support, and artillery support. In
all defensive operations, the North Koreans plan for an antitank support
area forward in the defensive zone.

NKA Tactics in the Offense

NKA Tactical Principles

Division and lower echelon units are considered tactical level elements.
They are charged with winning battles and engagements that support
operational objectives. Combined-arms operations constitute the foun-
dation of tactical battle in NKA doctrine. The most important tactical
principles of this doctrine are as follows:

1. Mass: The focusing of sufficient combat power against CFC's center
of gravity to disrupt operational or tactical decision making.

2. Surprise: Used to significantly multiply combat power to provide a
decisive advantage over a numerically or technologically superior CFC
force. 
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3. Annihilation: Of utmost importance to the NKA, used so that CFC
formations cannot regroup to counterattack or reconstitute.

4. Fluidity: The NKA emphasizes the need for a continuous flow of bat-
tle. Forces designated to achieve breakthroughs in CFC defenses are
quickly followed by mechanized forces that are tasked to penetrate deep
into CFC's rear area.

NKA Tactical Formations in the Offense

The infantry division is the basic combat unit in the NKA and was
designed to provide maximum flexibility for maneuverability. Infantry
divisions are organized with tanks, artillery, and engineers to aid in
accomplishing the mission. Artillery provides orchestrated fire sup-
port, and during offensive operations, it is designed to protect the
advancing force by continually placing a heavy barrage in front of the
assaulting echelons.
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The NKA uses two primary tactical formations for the division, brigade,
regiment, and battalion: the march formation and the attack formation. 

NKA March Formation

Generally, the NKA plans to move during darkness or under condi-
tions of limited visibility. When forces move during daylight hours,
special countermeasures, such as camouflage, antiair and antitank
defense, are emphasized.

The composition of the march formation includes a forward-deployed
reconnaissance unit, advance guard, security force, main body, and a
rear guard. For an NKA regiment, the forward security for the main
body is a reinforced company, located 5-10 km forward of the main
body. Flank security for the regiment are reinforced platoons, one each,
operating 2-3 km to each flank. The main body consists of two-thirds of
the combat power of the march formation. Its mission is to maneuver
and destroy CFC formations that cannot be overcome by the advance
guard. The regiment's rear guard usually consists of a platoon that fol-
lows 2-3 km behind the main body. During a retreat, the rear guard
probably would consist of a reinforced company, operating 5-10 km
behind the main body. 
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VEHICLES

COMPANIES

BATTALIONS

REGIMENTS ON THE SAME ROUTE

DIVISION MAIN BODY AND DIVISION REAR SERVICES

INTERVALS

25 - 50 Meters

3 - 5 Kilometers

5 - 10 Kilometers

15 - 20 Kilometers

UNIT/VEHICLES INTERVALS

TYPE OF ROAD

Paved

Gravel/Rubble

Dirt

10% SURFACE
DAMAGE

40 - 50 Km/Hr

40 - 45 Km/Hr

15 - 25 Km/Hr

AVERAGE VEHICLE SPEED

UNDAMAGED
SURFACE

> 10% SURFACE
DESTRUCTION

20 - 35 Km/Hr

20 - 30 Km/Hr

8 - 15 Km/Hr

10 - 20 Km/Hr

10 - 20 Km/Hr

5 - 10 Km/Hr

MARCH

Foot

Vehicles

MARCH DISTANCE
1 Day (Km)

DAY

4 - 5

15 - 20

AVERAGE MARCH RATES

RATE OF MARCH
(Km/Hr)

REMARKS
(Hrs)

Regular: 7 - 8
Forced: 10 - 12

NIGHT

4 - 5

10 - 15

Regular: 30
Forced: 45

Regular: 150
Forced: 200
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NKA Attack Formation

NKA combat organization is determined by the mission assigned, ter-
rain, and enemy capabilities. Combat formations are divided into the
forward element, the first and second maneuver echelons, and the
reserves. The first echelon is responsible for penetrating initial CFC
positions and achieving the immediate objective. The second echelon or
reserve, is tasked with destroying all bypassed CFC elements. The sec-
ond echelon is also used to secure the flanks and rear area of the first
echelon. The reserve forces are used to reinforce the first and second
echelons and as a standby for a counterattack. Divisions and regiments
will also have an artillery group (DAG or RAG) consisting of organic
artillery augmented with artillery from higher echelons. For offensive
operations, forces are organized as follows:

1. Division

■ Forward Element: Reinforced light infantry battalion.

■ First Echelon: Two regiments reinforced by tanks and artillery.
Responsible for accomplishing the division's immediate objective,
the destruction of CFC's regimental reserve. On order, continue the
attack to accomplish subsequent objective of destruction of CFC's
division reserve.

■ Second Echelon: One regiment (-). Follows the first echelon by 6-8
km, reinforced by tanks and artillery when committed. On order,
continue the attack to accomplish division's subsequent objective.

■ Reserves: Battalion-size element composed of infantry, tank, and
antitank reserve. Responsible for flank and rear area security for
attacking echelon and mop up operations to exploit success. Acts as
replacement or infiltration force as needed.
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2. Regiment

■ Forward Element: Reinforced infantry company.

■ First Echelon: Two battalions reinforced with tanks and artillery.
Accomplish regiment's immediate objective of destroying CFC's bat-
talion reserve. On order, continue the attack to accomplish regiment's
subsequent objective of destroying CFC's regimental reserve. 

■ Second Echelon: One battalion (-). Follows first echelon at 3-5 km,
reinforced with tanks and artillery upon commitment. On order,
accomplish regimental subsequent objective. 

■ Reserves: Composed of a company-size element. Mission and
employment are the same as division reserves.

3. Battalion

■ Forward Element: Infantry company.

■ First Echelon: Two companies reinforced with tanks and engineers.
Companies and platoons attack together; responsible for achieving
battalion's immediate objective of penetrating CFC's front lines. On
order, continue the attack to battalion's subsequent objective of
destroying CFC's battalion reserve.

■ Second Echelon: One company (-). Follows the first echelon at 0.4-1
km. When committed to the offense, receives tank support to accom-
plish battalion's subsequent objective. On order, continue the attack
to accomplish the regiment's subsequent objectives.

■ Reserves: One platoon-size force. Reinforces the attack echelon,
conducts mop-up operations, and supports the exploitation of battle
successes.
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NKA Tactical Frontages and Depths in the Offense

500-700 Meters

Company 
Commander

VULNERABILITIES: The platoon leader is the only link to company and battalion. Get him and you will 
decrease the platoon's ability to fire and maneuver.

WEAPONS:
AK-47
RPK (LMG)
RPG-7
SNIPER RIFLE

27
3
3
1

NOTE: The platoon will be supported by company crew-served and 
battalion indirect-fire weapons.

NKA INFANTRY PLATOON
ATTACK FORMATION

500-700 Meters

Company 
Commander

VULNERABILITIES: The company will come on line about 300m from your position. Use mines, small arms 
and mortars to disrupt his advance. Rough terrain may force him to expose his flanks.

WEAPONS:
AK-47
RPK (LMG)
RPG-7
SNIPER RIFLE
HVY MACHINE GUN

81
9
9
3
2

NOTE: The company will be supported by battalion and regimental 
indirect-fire weapons.

NKA INFANTRY COMPANY
ATTACK FORMATION

1 X BMG 1 X BMG
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VULNERABILITIES: Engage the tanks at maximum range with TOWs. Use M60 and .50 CALs to 
keep tank crews buttoned up. That will cut their ability to see by half. Move to 
alternate sites often.

WEAPONS:
T-55/62 TANKS10

NOTE: The tank company will be supported by battalion and regimental 
indirect-fire weapons.

NKA TANK COMPANY
ATTACK FORMATION

1000-1500 Meters

WEAPONS:
AK-47
RPK (LMG)
RPG-7
SNIPER RIFLE
HVY MACHINE GUN
B10 (82mm RCL)
82mm MORTARS

345
27
31
9
6
3
9

NOTE: The battalion will be supported by indirect fire from 
regiment and division.

NKA INFANTRY BATTALION
ATTACK FORMATION

3 X BMG 3 X BMG

B10 RCL GUN

82mm

82mm 82mm

I

I I
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Regiment in the Attack
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NKA Mechanized Brigade in the Attack
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NKA Division in the Attack
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NKA Tactical Maneuver

The NKA offensive tactical maneuver includes the meeting engage-
ment, movement to contact, deliberate attack, pursuit, spoiling attack,
and bypass.

Meeting Engagement

The NKA will conduct a meeting engagement when there is a demand
for the redirection of combat deployments because of rapid situational
changes. They are characterized by hasty planning due to limited time, a
continuous effort to seize and retain the initiative, deployment into com-
bat from the march column at high speed, and a lack of detailed intelli-
gence. The meeting engagement unfolds as follows:

■ March to contact with emphasis on forward reconnaissance.

■ Initial contact and combat development by the advance guard.

■ Maneuver and engagement of the main force.

■ Termination and transition to subsequent actions.

When the forward element guard of a marching unit comes into contact
with the enemy, the actions of the main body would depend on the size
of the CFC force encountered. If it is equal to or smaller than the for-
ward element, the forward element would attempt to decisively engage
and destroy the CFC force. If it is larger than the forward element, the
main body would either bypass or envelop the enemy strongpoint.

Movement to Contact

NKA movement to contact is designed to gain initial ground contact
with CFC forces or to regain lost contact. Though little is known on the
specifics of NKA doctrine for movement to contact, there are certain
principles that apply to this type of offensive operation. The NKA will
probably seek to make contact with the smallest CFC element possible
to maintain freedom of maneuver with the bulk of its force. All available
reconnaissance and security means would be employed to ensure that
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the main force is committed under the most favorable conditions. At the
division level, subordinate units would be expected to act boldly within
clear directives in order to seize the initiative, to keep CFC off balance,
and to exploit success. The NKA force conducting a movement to con-
tact will organize in a march formation, with advance, flank, and rear
security elements protecting the main body. NKA movement to contact
would end when CFC resistance requires the deployment and coordi-
nated effort of the main body. It normally ends in a meeting engagement
or a deliberate attack maneuver.

Deliberate Attack

When an NKA division conducts a deliberate attack, several types of
maneuvers contribute to the overall execution and flow of the battle.
When attacking a defending CFC force that cannot be bypassed (or
should not be bypassed because of possible future combat potential), the
NKA would plan to begin with a penetration. This would be followed
with the envelopment and destruction of CFC forces and then a pursuit
of any withdrawing CFC forces to ensure complete destruction. 

In the conduct of a deliberate attack, the NKA assigns a specific mis-
sion/objective to a company-size unit. A battalion or larger unit is
assigned an immediate and a secondary mission/objective. The second-
ary mission/objective is the immediate mission/objective of the next
higher headquarters. For example, the secondary mission of a battalion
would be the immediate mission of its parent regiment. At night or when
visibility is poor, a single broad mission would normally be assigned.

The objective of the penetration is to penetrate CFC's defense and
would be used when CFC's flank is exposed, or when an exploitable gap
or weakly defended point exists in CFC's forward defensive positions. A
successful penetration employs the elements of surprise and strong fire-
power. The selection of the penetration direction and effective employ-
ment of secondary attack force and infiltration units are important to the
success of this maneuver.
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The envelopment is the primary and preferred tactical maneuver for
NKA ground forces. Whenever possible, it would be attempted, using
the forward element to fix and engage CFC defensive positions, while
first echelon forces attack CFC's flank and rear. The second echelon will
conduct a penetration once the enemy front is weakened or a second
envelopment. The main combat weight during an NKA envelopment
would be against CFC's flank with the intent to divide and destroy and
prevent the arrival of CFC reinforcements. 

A split envelopment would be used after the first breakthrough of CFC
defensive positions. As the main NKA force continues to advance
deeper into the defense, subordinate elements would be tasked to con-
duct split envelopments to divide, isolate, encircle, and destroy remain-
ing CFC forces one by one. This maneuver requires close coordination
and maneuver among NKA units. During an NKA deliberate attack,
several small unit maneuvers are designed to contribute to the overall
success of the penetration or envelopment. They are the POCHO and
CHEON IB.

The POCHO (main attack) is emphasized at the squad and platoon lev-
els and plans for the infiltration through gaps in CFC defensive strong-
points and attack to CFC's rear.

The CHEON IB (supporting attack) is a tactical maneuver that stresses
the exploitation of small gaps in CFC's defensive positions to allow for
infiltration to the rear. It differs from the POCHO in that it normally
would be conducted by small elements of the support attack.

During the deliberate attack, some NKA units may be assigned the mis-
sion of conducting a pointed advance. This would be conducted by
straight-leg infantry units along a narrow front with the intention of pen-
etrating CFC defenses along a perpendicular ridgeline that is linked to
the defensive deep area. This form of maneuver would commonly be
used in combination with the breakthrough of the main attack or with an
envelopment, and calls for heavy fire support. Although a pointed
advance would normally take place in an area adjacent to the main
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attack, it can also take place in the frontal area of the main attack when
no avenue of approach exists that is favorable for a breakthrough deep
into CFC's defense. In the execution of a pointed advance (and subject
to terrain limitations), an NKA division would use two battalions
located 1 to 1.5 km from the main assault to penetrate to a CFC battal-
ion's front line and an NKA regiment would use two companies located
500 to 700 m from the main assault to penetrate into a CFC company's
front line.

Pursuit 

The NKA would execute the pursuit to block CFC's withdrawal routes.
This maneuver calls for advancing to a point of key terrain before CFC
forces begin to withdraw and destroying them in a series of meeting
engagements.

Generally, NKA pursuit operations would use a column formation to
provide speed and flexibility. The lead elements in the pursuit would
attempt to apply pressure on CFC forces to prevent disengagement from
contact. Concurrently, NKA artillery would attempt to form a barrier at
road intersections or other chokepoints, in an attempt to cut off CFC
withdrawal routes. Throughout the pursuit, the NKA plans for the for-
ward deployment of artillery and mortars to maintain a high level of fire
support. NKA engineers are expected to eliminate obstacles to facilitate
the advance while the assault forces push forward in an attempt to com-
mit the CFC reserve force. NKA reserve forces are expected to infiltrate
CFC rear areas. NKA doctrine includes three types of pursuit: frontal,
parallel, and composite.

A frontal pursuit would be executed when there are no parallel bypass
routes or when strong pressure is required to keep CFC forces from dis-
engaging from combat. The NKA might also use frontal pursuit to cover
other forces conducting a parallel pursuit into CFC's flank and rear areas.
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The NKA would execute a parallel pursuit when routes exist on CFC's
flanks. The NKA would attempt to conduct a surprise attack on these
flank areas to cut off CFC withdrawal routes. The NKA might also con-
duct a composite pursuit, a combination of the frontal and parallel pur-
suits. The NKA main force would attempt to pressure CFC's covering
forces, while simultaneously attempting to cut off CFC's withdrawal
routes. An attack would be conducted into CFC's flank and rear areas.

An NKA pursuit operation would cease when CFC forces are com-
pletely destroyed, NKA forces have outdistanced their logistic lines,
NKA forces in the pursuit are overextended, or when confronted with a
powerful CFC defensive position.

Bypass

NKA forces would conduct a bypass maneuver in an attempt to force
CFC forces to abandon or shift defensive postures. A bypass maneuver
is characterized by an attempt to annihilate CFC reinforcements and
block withdrawal routes to prevent a CFC withdrawal. An NKA bypass
would have a secondary attack axis with emphasis on superior firepower
and maneuverability and is a combined-arms operation with a goal of
striking deep into CFC's rear area. A successful bypass operation would
make use of surprise, deception, and terrain. The bypass as an attack
maneuver is like an envelopment, except the first echelon does not
become engaged.
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North Korean Army Manuevers
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Frontal Pursuit
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North Korean Army Maneuvers (Continued)
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Night Attack

The NKA views night operations as offering the greatest opportunity for
surprise and would use this method for closing with CFC forces without
being detected by forward defenses, attacking targets, opening passages
through obstacles, and secretly moving second-echelon forces forward.

Though based on simple movements and attack formations, the NKA
regard the night attack as an important and complex form of combat
requiring close control, detailed reconnaissance, and daylight prepara-
tion. It could be a continuation of a daylight attack or a counterattack
from an established defensive position.

Although the starting time for an NKA night attack could vary depend-
ing on the situation, the NKA would take into consideration times when
CFC patrol activities appear to be relaxed, during poor weather, when
CFC troops are asleep, or when they appear to be off-guard because of
lack of previous combat operations. Night attacks launched before mid-
night would be executed for the purpose of expanding previous daytime
exploitation operations. Night attacks launched after midnight would be
executed as the beginning of daylight offensive operations.

Night attack formations would be selected based on the location of the
attack starting position. NKA doctrine includes three types of night for-
mations: the column, standing abreast, and dispersed. The column forma-
tion would be used when the attack starting position is located a long
distance from CFC defensive lines. The standing abreast formation is the
standard night attack formation. The dispersed formation would be used
when the attack starting position is located near CFC's defensive lines.

The NKA night attack formation would normally use a narrower front
than in the day. Also, the assault line would normally be closer to CFC
positions than in the day (less than 150 m) and movement to this point
would stress the need to avoid detection by CFC reconnaissance or sur-
veillance. During the advance, NKA personnel would quickly drop to the
ground at CFC employment of illumination and then quickly resume the
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advance when the illumination is negated. Should they encounter a CFC
patrol or security force, the advancing force would attempt to quietly
capture or dispose of these forces with "gun barrel or soundless arms."

To improve command and control, precise avenues of approach would
be designated. Easily recognizable terrain features would be selected as
control points to facilitate movement and to indicate the direction of the
attack. Additionally, a compass-bearing specialist would be assigned to
each sector unit.

Should the NKA force conducting a night attack be discovered and
come under fire and illumination, it would move promptly, without stop-
ping, towards the attack line, avoiding fire as much as possible and
maintaining communication silence. Upon initiation of the attack, artil-
lery and mortar units would open fire at designated targets while the
infantry initiates the attack throwing hand grenades, engaging in hand-
to-hand combat, and shouting battle cries. To maintain the proper direc-
tion of the attack, tracer and artillery illumination rounds may be used.
Armor assets would be held at the initial attack positions and, on order,
advance to join the infantry.

Armor Support to Offensive Operations

NKA armor units are designed to act decisively in combat and operate
independently or as part of combined-arms operations providing direct
support to the infantry, conducting antiarmor operations, and facilitating
the seizure of territory and the annihilation of CFC forces through
maneuver and pursuit.

When the NKA tanks are operating in small groups, it is normal to have
one or two platoons of infantry attached to a company, or vice versa,
where tanks support an infantry attack. In larger unit operations, a com-
pany of mechanized infantry is attached to tank battalions performing
independent tasks; likewise, a tank company will be attached to a mech-
anized infantry battalion when attacking a strong defensive position.
Attached companies may be employed as whole units or be divided and
distributed as needed.
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NKA armor and infantry forces are expected to coordinate their efforts
during the attack, each using its strength to compensate for the weak-
nesses of the other. Tanks would propel the attack, maintaining a vigor-
ous pace, attempting to destroy CFC vehicles and hardened positions.
Armored forces would be capable of delivering firepower to a greater
depth than most infantry weapons and would be expected to destroy
CFC obstacles such as pillboxes, wire entanglements, and minefields
(through the use of anti-mine rollers and blades), as well as providing
the infantry cover as it advances behind NKA artillery shelling. The
infantry would be tasked with destroying any antitank positions, report-
ing other targets for destruction by tanks, and providing cover for dam-
aged tanks pending their recovery.

NKA armor units would perform the same types of offensive maneuver
as the infantry and are well suited to attacking directly from the march.
In the movement to contact, a tank formation would leave its assembly
area with its elements deployed in such order as to allow for a quick
transition to the attack formation. In the attack and penetration, NKA
tank formations would be selected to allow tanks and infantry to arrive
at CFC's first line of defense at the same time. Tanks would support the
infantry advance by fire and destruction of antipersonnel obstacles. Dur-
ing exploitation operations, tanks would assist the infantry in carrying
the assault into CFC's defensive positions. Here, the speed and shock
value of armor would be stressed in denying CFC an opportunity to
counterattack or reinforce the defense. Tanks would also assist in
bypassing CFC defensive strongpoints by blinding or screening through
the use of smoke. In the pursuit, the speed and maneuverability of NKA
armor assets would be used to maintain pressure directly on CFC forces
and to envelop for eventual annihilation.

In organizing for combat, an NKA armor brigade's assets would be
assigned to the two combat echelons and reserve of the unit conducting
the attack. These echelons would be reinforced according to their
assigned combat tasks. 
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NKA armor formations would include the column, rank, wedge,
inverted wedge, and echelon to the right or left.

Artillery Support to Offensive Operations

In the offense, the mission of NKA artillery would be to suppress or
destroy CFC personnel and equipment which pose a threat to NKA
infantry and tank units. The NKA is capable of delivering massed or dis-
persed fires from fixed positions over relatively long ranges with highly
destructive power. The NKA considers the ability of artillery to maneu-
ver and to fire accurately under limited visibility, weather, and terrain
conditions to be very important.

Tactical employment of NKA artillery would be based on flexibility of
organization, integration of the fire plan, centralized control, concentra-
tion of firepower, and mobility:

■ Flexibility of organization would be used to concentrate firepower
on the axis of the main attack by forming temporary mission-oriented
artillery groups at all echelons.

■ Integration of the fire plan would be used for the integration of the
fires of field guns of various calibers with the machinegun fires of
infantry companies into a single fire plan.

■ Centralized control would give the maneuver unit commander at
each echelon control over artillery assets as the NKA does not assign
tactical missions to its artillery. As the attacking units advance, con-
trol of artillery would be decentralized starting at the lowest echelon.
The maneuver commander would centralize the control of artillery
again as needed.

■ Concentration of power would be achieved through the use of all
calibers of guns in concentrated fire to the maximum extent possible.

■ Mobility would be used for quick dispersion or the concentration of
artillery fire in support of a maneuver unit.
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The combined-arms theory of the NKA is similar to that of the former
Soviet Army in that artillery fire support required for regiment and divi-
sion-size battles exceeds the organic fire support capabilities of regi-
ments and divisions. Therefore, the NKA would form multi-battalion
artillery groups at all echelons to support specific combat missions. The
groups would be formed at army, corps, division, brigade, and regiment
level and would include artillery assets organic to these echelons plus
artillery attachments. At least a corps artillery group (CAG) would nor-
mally consist of two to three long-range artillery battalions that have the
mission of general support to the corps, support of the division(s) con-
ducting the main attack, counterbattery fire, and deep fire on CFC's rear
area. A division artillery group (DAG) would normally be composed of
at least two or three battalions equipped with guns, howitzers, mortars,
and multiple rocket launchers (MRLs). A regimental artillery group
(RAG) would normally be composed of two to four battalions provided
by division or corps and would provide support to forward maneuver
units. This organization of artillery groups allows for a concentration of
firepower to support the main attack, the ability to support unanticipated
requirements, or the requirements of a higher echelon. 

During the attack, NKA artillery firing positions would be selected
through reconnaissance of the actual location. Subsequent firing posi-
tions would be selected through visual reconnaissance (observation) and
by selecting a general area on the map and moving to that area. After
destroying pre-planned targets during the preparatory fire, the guns
would change positions. Normally, artillery pieces would be placed at a
distance of one-third of their maximum range from the line of contact
with CFC forces. When needed, the firing positions would be set up in
an area where artillery can conduct direct fire.

In order to assure continuous and effective command of artillery asset
and fire direction, the NKA would establish and employ artillery obser-
vation posts (OPs) at each echelon. Based on their surveillance of the
terrain and CFC activity, the OPs would observe and adjust artillery fire
as well as provide command and fire direction.
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NKA conduct of artillery fire in the offense would be broken down into
three types of fire: preparatory fire, fire support of the attack, and fire
support in depth during the attack.

In the offense, preparatory fire would be conducted to destroy CFC
CPs and observation facilities, cause the collapse of defensive organiza-
tion, and clear a path through obstacles for infantry, tanks, artillery, and
engineers. Fire would be sustained for 10 to 20 minutes in preparation
for a hasty attack, or 30 to 40 minutes for a deliberate attack. Prepara-
tory fire would normally be divided into four phases:

1st Phase: CFC front platoon area (suppressive fire).

2nd Phase: CFC company reserve area.

3rd Phase: CFC battalion reserve area.

4th Phase: CFC front platoon area (annihilation fire).

Preparatory fire probably would not be divided into phases when visibil-
ity is poor and observation of fire is not possible or when CFC has gone
into a hasty defense and has not yet constructed its defensive positions.

NKA fire support of the attack would be conducted to assist the
advance of maneuver units by shifting fires at pre-planned rates (normally
2 to 3 minutes) deeper into the defense. For this purpose several basic fir-
ing phase lines would be established at 200- to 400-m intervals from the
offensive start line out to 2,500 m into the CFC's defensive depth.

1st Basic Firing Phase Line: CFC obstacle area.

2nd Basic Firing Phase Line: CFC defensive frontline.

3rd Basic Firing Phase Line: CFC reserves.
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The supporting artillery unit or artillery group would provide general
support to the maneuver unit by providing rolling barrage or successive
fire concentrations. Long-range artillery and the corps artillery group
would conduct counterbattery fire and fire on command and communi-
cation facilities. When the maneuver unit cannot suppress CFC resis-
tance with its own firepower, some units from the supporting artillery
units would be attached to provide direct support to the attacking unit. 

Fire support in depth during the attack would provide fire for exploi-
tation units penetrating into the depth of the CFC defense. The artillery
which is in direct support of the penetrating force would have the mis-
sion to continue suppressing CFC resistance and blocking counterat-
tacks or withdrawals. Accompanying artillery gives priority to
destroying individual enemy weapon positions and conducting suppres-
sive fire. Missions for long-range artillery are to conduct counterbattery

Artillery Groups — Offense
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fire, suppress and destroy strongholds within the depth of the defensive
area, prevent maneuvering of enemy reserves, and to disrupt command
and control nodes.

Another mission of NKA artillery is that of antitank. The NKA uses
artillery in an antitank role by direct fire (bore sighting). Following Rus-
sian tactics, the NKA forward deploys medium caliber guns within
2,000 m of the forward line of own troops (FLOT).
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Air Defense Support to Offensive Operations

NKA air defense in support of offensive operations would be performed
primarily by AAA units. Besides combating aircraft, AAA units, when
needed, will reinforce ground firepower against ground targets. The
larger AAA weapons have limited antiarmor capability.

The tactical mission of the NKA's AAA would be to cover the maneuver
unit in support of the attack. The AAA unit also defends important posi-
tions and critical target areas. 

In the forward area, the AAA would be deployed to cover troop concen-
tration areas, forward CPs, artillery firing positions, forward LOCs, and
other important facilities. In the rear area, it would be employed to cover
maneuver units, troop concentrations, field gun areas, missile sites,
munition facilities, and LOCs.

Besides a large inventory of AAA, the NKA also has a large number of
man-portable surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) to include SA-7, SA-14,
and SA-16.

Engineer Support to Offensive Operations 

Engineers are expected to expedite NKA offensive operations by assist-
ing in increasing the mobility of attacking forces and performing coun-
termobility operations against CFC. Other tasks would include
providing camouflage, cover, and concealment support, and acting as
infantry when needed.

Specific tasks of an NKA division's engineer battalion would include
reconnaissance, route support, river crossing, obstacle clearance, obsta-
cle laying, illumination, water supply, and fortification. Higher echelon
assets, such as the corps' river-crossing regiment and technical engineer
and construction battalions, would provide the division river crossing
and obstacle breaching support.
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At the regimental level, the engineer company would assist offensive
operations by performing reconnaissance, route support in the rear area,
limited river crossing support, obstacle clearance, and fortification. The
regimental engineer company would normally attach platoon-size ele-
ments to infantry battalions and squad-size elements to infantry compa-
nies. Higher echelons would assist the regiment with engineer support
for such tasks as obstacle breaching and river crossing.

In organizing for combat, engineer battalions and companies would pro-
vide sapper elements to carry out tasks separately or as part of a com-
bined-arms team. A reconnaissance team would conduct engineer
reconnaissance. An advance guard engineer team would construct
routes. A clearance team would precede the infantry, clearing obstacles
and constructing routes of advance to include detours for the main body.
A raiding team, composed of engineers and SOF units, would attack
special targets and reinforced CFC positions. A mobile obstacle team
would emplace obstacles to protect the flanks of attacking NKA units
and an engineer element in the antitank team would set up camouflage
and field fortifications.

Reconnaissance and Surveillance Support to Offensive 
Operations

In NKA offensive operations, the infantry division would have the pri-
mary responsibility for reconnaissance and surveillance. This includes
all aspects of the area of operations, to include weather and terrain, and
CFC capabilities. However, every echelon of each of the armed services
is expected to conduct military reconnaissance and surveillance in sup-
port of NKA offensive operations.

By echelon, regimental reconnaissance and surveillance would extend
into the rear of a CFC regiment and that of a front line division. Division
would be expected to cover a CFC division's rear area and that of a front
line corps. Corps would be tasked to cover the rear area of a CFC corps
as well as the rear area of the next higher CFC echelon. Reconnaissance
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assets at the service and national level are expected to cover the entire
rear area of CFC.

NKAF aerial reconnaissance is expected to acquire information on the
nature of CFC locations, groupings, and activities along a broad front in
a relatively short period of time. Surveillance, photography, and radar
detection would be performed by reconnaissance aviation, bombers, and
pursuit aviation in support of combined-arms operations.

NKN reconnaissance would be conducted by naval platforms, technical
surveillance sentries, naval reconnaissance aviation forces, coastal
defense forces, and coastal artillery forces to quickly identify an area
threatened by CFC amphibious forces.

The mission of ground reconnaissance would be to acquire detailed
information concerning CFC combat forces, terrain, and weather, by
using the special skills and assets of army technical personnel. This
information along with that collected by air and naval reconnaissance
would be combined in an attempt to verify CFC disposition, strengths,
and weaknesses.

Amphibious Support to Offensive Operations

Though North Korea does not have the capability to conduct large
amphibious operations, it can insert small units of landing parties from
the sea to accomplish the following:

■ Support the advance of NKA ground offensive operations.

■ Conduct amphibious raids to occupy/destroy critical targets in CFC's
rear area.

■ Surprise and harass CFC's rear area.

Forces that would conduct amphibious operations against CFC would
come from the two amphibious landing brigades and naval forces. Spe-
cific missions would include the following:

■ Encircling and destroying CFC defensive positions.
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■ Delaying reinforcement of CFC defensive frontlinesOccupying or
otherwise paralyzing CFC air bases/operations.

■ Occupying/attacking island groups, harbors, naval bases, and areas in
which future operations are anticipated.

■ Destroying CFC command and control centers/systems and other
critical targets in CFC's rear area.

■ Occupying/destroying bridges, river crossing sites, or other targets to
reduce CFC maneuverability.

■ Conducting missions to harass or otherwise create confusion in
CFC's rear.

NKA Tactics in the Defense

The defense would be used by NKA in an attempt to gain time, prevent
troop losses, or cover a unit short of personnel. A defensive area would
be selected because it gives mutual support and provides all-around
defense. NKA doctrine calls for three types of defensive operations:
position defense, mobile defense, and retrograde operations. 

The position defense would be used to hold or destroy CFC's attack or
to hold key terrain or a key area. A mobile defense would be used to
gain time, exact losses on CFC forces, and preserve combat strength
while losing ground. NKA retrograde (or disengagement) operations
would be used to gain time to plan for the next operation or to restore
combat capability. In all three types of NKA defensive operations, the
organization and composition would be similar, but the conduct would
be different.

NKA defensive plans will vary depending on the type of defense
required and the status of contact with CFC forces. The integration of
mechanized, artillery, armor, AAA, and antitank fire support (both
organic and adjacent unit's), and the use of engineers, camouflage, and
deception will all be vital elements of a NKA defensive operation. How-
ever, NKA planning and execution of antitank defense may well be the
number one priority when preparing for a CFC attack.



86

Generally, when in the defense, the NKA will organize and manage the
conduct of the defense into four defensive echelons/zones, and areas:
the security echelon, the main defensive echelon (or main defense line),
the rear area defense echelon, and the antitank support area. Distances,
frontages, and depths are situational dependent. They will be adjusted
by NKA defenders in accordance with time to prepare the defense, ter-
rain, and combat strength of both NKA defenders and CFC forces
expected to attack.

The security echelon will consist of three zones: the general outpost, the
combat outpost, and local security. Each will be organized for the pur-
pose of holding and frustrating attacking CFC forces while gaining time.
The security echelon will be reinforced by engineer, artillery, and armor
units. The main purposes of the security echelon will be to:

■ cause early deployment of CFC forces into attack formations,

■ prevent CFC surprise attacks,

■ hamper CFC forces from conducting reconnaissance and artillery
observation,

■ mislead CFC forces in finding the actual location of the main defen-
sive echelon, and

■ provide concealed lookouts during the withdrawal of NKA forces.

The general outpost will be established approximately 10 to 15 km for-
ward of the defensive front line and would be manned by a reinforced
battalion. It would be established by a division or army group and would
not have to be deployed if there is not enough time. Its mission will be to
impede the CFC advance and to cause early deployment.

The combat outpost will consist of a reinforced platoon and would be
established approximately 1 to 2 km forward of the defensive front line.
The division would establish it and the regiment would be responsible
for this outpost. Its mission will be to prevent CFC surprise attacks, con-
fuse CFC reconnaissance, and deceive CFC as to the location of the
main defense echelon.
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Local security will consist of a small number of NKA troops and would
be established approximately 200 to 400 m forward of the defensive
front line under authority of the forward company commander.

The main defensive echelon would contain most of the defense's fire-
power. NKA units with the strongest firepower and most of the antitank
weapons would be assigned missions within this echelon. The main
defensive echelon is organized into two smaller echelons and a defensive
perimeter would be established to check CFC attacks from any direction.

The first echelon of the main defensive echelon would be responsible
for determining whether CFC is moving to conduct a deliberate attack
and, if so, where. If CFC forces are moving to attack, a combat security
detachment or a smaller unit would be dispatched to conduct reconnais-
sance in force or limited spoiling attacks, respectively. Tanks dug in at
the front line will engage at 1,000 m. If CFC forces reach the front line
and threaten penetration, defending forces will strengthen their flanks
and engage with all available fire support. As CFC enters the defensive
area, tanks and antitank teams will attempt to ambush and destroy the
attackers' mobility and inflict heavy combat losses. If CFC reaches this
point, the NKA defenders would probably commit their reserves.

The second echelon of the main defensive echelon would be responsi-
ble for holding one or two blocking positions or to counterattack to
regain the initiative and drive out penetrating CFC forces. If CFC
attempts a flanking movement, a company from the second echelon will
take defensive positions on that flank.

The rear area defense echelon would usually be 8 to 12 km deep. Posi-
tions will have been prepared in advance. This echelon would be used to
prevent an advance following the penetration of the main defense eche-
lon, to slow a CFC advance, to provide logistical support during the
defense, or to execute a counterattack. Underground positions, artillery,
and rear area service support will be located in this area. Mobile units
that could conduct counterattacks or serve as reinforcements will be
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deployed here. NKA reserves will be deployed in such a manner that
allows counterattack in any direction.

The NKA considers antitank defense as one of the most vital compo-
nents of the defense and will establish the antitank support area
(ATSA). NKA doctrine calls for the employment of from two to five
antitank guns within every 100 m of the defensive front.

The maneuver unit would establish the ATSA and locate it where it
would be inaccessible to tanks or IFVs. NKA forces assigned to the
ATSA would be tasked to establish several indirect fire rolling barrier
fire lines and direct fire antitank security lines along potential CFC tank
approach routes. Antitank security lines would be established in the for-
ward security zone, near the defensive front line, and in the depth of the
main defensive zone. Rolling barrier fire lines would be established par-
allel to the main defensive line, starting 300 to 400 m forward of the
defensive front line. From this point outward, additional lines would be
established at intervals of 300 to 500 m. Each fire sector should be
observable from a ground OP and located at a point that CFC tanks can-
not bypass.

In antitank defense, NKA artillery units will attempt to deliver battalion-
size salvos of antitank support fire before CFC tanks can advance to
within the effective ranges of antitank weapons. At the request of the
OP, several battalions may concentrate fire on key areas, firing at maxi-
mum rate. If CFC penetrates the fire areas and the tank advance contin-
ues, the artillery units would shift fire to subsequent fire areas. During
rolling barrier fires, whenever CFC tanks advance within 1,000 m of
antitank gun positions, antitank guns would engage with direct fire.

Individual antitank guns will also conduct ambush fires from positions
along high speed avenues of approach. In addition, antitank obstacles will
be positioned so that they can receive protecting fire from antitank weap-
ons. The NKA will also make use of both manmade and natural obstacles. 
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Defensive Frontages and Depths
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Positional Defense

Positional defense (sometimes called area defense) will be conducted
when the NKA decides to hold key terrain or a key area, or to impede or
destroy a CFC attack. It will be centered on the expected main axis of a
CFC attack and the main defensive echelon will be selected to provide
all around fields of fire and mutual support.

Mobile Defense

The mobile defense (sometimes called moving defense) will be used
when an inferior NKA force decides to trade space for time while
inflicting casualties on a superior CFC force. It is characterized by coun-
terattacks and withdrawals. Predetermined phase lines will be used to
control NKA units as they fall back to subsequent positions. Within the
defense, each battalion will occupy two sets of positions at the same
time. Main combat troops and weapons will be concentrated in the first
position while reserves maintain the second position. Antitank ambush
teams will be emplaced between these positions.
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Regimental Positional Defense

Retrograde Operations

The NKA defensive doctrine plans for three types of retrograde opera-
tions: withdrawal, disengagement, and retreat. The NKA would use a
disengagement (a form of withdrawal) to physically break contact from
CFC observation or direct fire.

An NKA withdrawal would be conducted by NKA units to avoid a
superior CFC force in the attack, lure CFC forces into terrain unfavor-
able to offensive operations, and change the battlefield. When possible,
the withdrawal will take place by echelon. The rear service units would
withdraw first, while artillery and second echelon forces occupy security
positions. First echelon forces would then withdraw under the cover of
the security positions.

An NKA division-size withdrawal would be characterized as follows:

■ Second echelon provides security for all rear defense lines occupying
positions in advance.
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■ Regiment's second echelon occupies preselected phaselines covering
regiment's first echelon disengagement.

■ Frontline battalions withdraw under the covering fire of platoon size
units reinforced with the second echelon battalion's antitank weapons
and machine guns.

■ Companies withdraw using fighting positions and connecting
trenches or bounding overwatch movement.

■ Attached tanks withdraw in bounding overwatch movement while
covering infantry withdrawal.

■ Bridges and roads are destroyed and obstacles emplaced to restrain
CFC advance.

■ During withdrawal, division command post is located in the covering
sector.

An NKA retreat would be conducted to avoid battle with CFC forces. It
would normally follow a combat disengagement. Once contact with
CFC has ended, the NKA would form a march column for moving to the
rear; at that point, a retreat would begin. The purposes of an NKA
retreat are to —

■ maintain distance from CFC forces,

■ occupy an advantageous position,

■ replace other units and align combat lines,

■ transfer the force to another area for other operations, and

■ reduce distance from rear areas.

After passing through a designated line in combat disengagement, the
NKA unit conducting the retreat would move to a preplanned area or
defense line, under cover provided by a rear guard. When a retreat is
conducted while marching under contact with CFC, a powerful security
force would be deployed to secure the flanks and rear. An NKA retreat
would terminate with the occupation of an assembly area, for achieve-
ment of follow-on duties, or occupation of a defensive line.
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Counterattack

A counterattack would form the basis of NKA defensive combat. After
attempting to establish the best defense plan possible, NKA units would
launch their counterattack plan. It would usually be performed by the
second echelon and intended to be decisive. The counterattack would be
directed at CFC's flank or rear while CFC forces are fixed by the first
echelon. Fires in support of the counterattack would be intended to
delay or collapse CFC's attack.

The first echelon would support the counterattack by halting or slowing
the CFC advance or by channeling it toward areas favoring the counter-
attack. Flanks would be vigorously held to restrain the width of any
areas penetrated by CFC.

The second echelon conducting the counterattack would send out recon-
naissance to verify the situation and then the counterattack force would
strike at CFC's flank or rear. If the counterattack is successful, the NKA
would attempt to resume offensive operations directly, conducting
exploitation or pursuit operations.
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Escape From Encirclement (Breakout)

NKA units conducting a breakout would execute it in the following
order: penetration unit, cover echelon, and reserves. The penetration
unit would be formed mainly of artillery, tank, and mortar units. Nor-
mally it would comprise one-half or two-thirds of the entire combat
power and would be composed of two echelons. The cover echelon
would be formed by artillery, mortar, tank, engineer, and chemical war-
fare units. It would be tasked to prevent a CFC counterattack and to hold
the area where the breakout will take place. The reserves would be
deployed to an area between the penetration and cover echelons in order
to provide fire support to both.

Night Defense

NKA defense at night will be a continuation of daytime defensive oper-
ations. Only fire support plans and barrier fires will be modified. Plans
will be adjusted to include proactive reconnaissance, fire plans, and use
of illumination. Reserve forces will normally be moved closer to the
main defense line. The fire plan will be reinforced, security strength-
ened, and additional obstacles added to the defense.

When a CFC night attack is not expected, about one-half of NKA troops
will remain on alert. All others will rest. Ambush teams and combat out-
posts will immediately report any contact with CFC forces and then
withdraw. Concentrated fires will be brought upon approaching CFC
forces. Direct small-arms fire and hand-to-hand combat commences
with any CFC breech of forward NKA strongpoints.

Armor Support to Defensive Operations

NKA tanks will participate in the defense either statically by stubbornly
holding prepared positions, or by maneuvering in counterattacks, usu-
ally against a CFC flank. In the positional defense, tanks will be sup-
ported by mechanized, artillery, and engineer elements. Tank positions
will be dug in and located on favorable terrain and will have the mis-
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sions of repelling CFC attacks and thwarting infiltration as well as con-
ducting counterattacks. Small units of tanks may be attached to NKA
infantry and conduct screening or reconnaissance. Tanks could be used
at the front line to counter CFC tank attacks, but most likely will be held
in the second echelon or in the reserves.

Artillery Support to Defensive Operations

The NKA would use fire support weapons in the defense to deter or stall
a CFC attack and to engage and destroy CFC attacking forces in their
preparatory stage. Defensive fires would be accomplished according to
the sequence of defensive fire support stages and would be delivered
within prescribed fire zones.

NKA artillery groups (see section on fire support to offensive operations
for a discussion on artillery groups) and units will develop their fire sup-
port plans based upon the fire support plans at corps or division level as
well as guidance issued by the supported maneuver unit. The maneuver
unit will designate areas for barrage fires and barrier fire lines as well as
develop a fire plan for exposed flanks and counterattack. Fire support in
the defense will include the following zones: long-range fire, close
defensive fire, and a main defense support fire.

In the long-range fire zone, corps and division artillery groups will con-
duct harassing and interdiction fires before CFC forces enter attack for-
mations. These fires will be meant to destroy the momentum of the CFC
attack, disrupt the employment of CFC troop concentrations, and cover
the withdrawal of NKA security units.

Fires in the close defense zone include fires prior to the attack, fires dur-
ing the attack, and final protective fires. Fires prior to the attack are
intended to disrupt CFC's attack preparations by breaking up attack for-
mations and destroying command posts, observation posts, and commu-
nications facilities. Fires during the attack are intended to destroy CFC
tanks and other armored vehicles as well as suppress CFC artillery.
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Final protective fires will consist of fire, at a maximum rate, at the
defensive front line for annihilation of CFC forces and at concentrated
barrier positions.

Fires in support of the division's main defense zone will be used to sup-
port a counterattack or to cover a withdrawal of main defense forces.
They will also be used to support deeper defensive positions by sup-
pressing CFC forces that have penetrated the main defenses, and by pro-
viding covering fires during the displacement of artillery supporting the
main defensive zone.

All fires in support of the defense will be divided into five phases:

■ Long-range fire

■ Counterbattery fire

■ Frontline area final protective fire

■ Fire on CFC forces penetrating forward positions

■ Counterattack support fire

Supporting Fire in Regimental Defense
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Engineer Support to Defensive Operations

In rear areas of the defense, engineers will either rig for demolition or
demolish probable avenues of approach. Also, engineers would emplace
obstacles and prepare potential NKA withdrawal routes. In the main
defense zone, engineers would emplace obstacles and provide support
for the construction of defensive positions and command posts as well
as clear routes for the counterattack, construct artillery and tank posi-
tions, and camouflage equipment and positions. Engineers in the main
defense zone will operate the water supply point, function as an element
of the antitank reserve, and repair and maintain the main supply route.

During retreats, engineers will normally be attached to security units.
They will select, maintain, and repair withdrawal routes and emplace
obstacles to protect exposed flanks. After the rear guard withdrawals,
engineers will emplace various types of obstacles across potential CFC
approach routes.

Air Defense Support to Defensive Operations

In the defense, the NKA will give priority to the protection of critical
facilities from CFC air assets in the main and rear defensive zones. The
missions of air defense units in the defense are —

■ detection of CFC air activity,

■ interdiction of CFC aerial attack of forward and rear areas,

■ utilization of electronic countermeasures (ECM) against CFC aircraft
and air-related communication and radar systems,

■ air defense in depth,

■ prevention of CFC aerial reconnaissance,

■ air defense protection to NKA artillery and armor units, and

■ air defense against CFC airborne operations.

The NKA will plan to use air observation posts within 10 to 15 km of
the defensive front lines. Firing positions will be selected to provide
maximum protection of critical fire support assets (concentrations of
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artillery and tanks) and command and communications sites. Special
attention will be given to anticipated CFC aerial avenues of approach. 

Antiaircraft guns will be deployed down to the platoon level. Man-por-
table SAMs such as the SA-7 and SA-16 will be deployed down to the
company level. Though part of the NKA strategic air defense system,
larger SAM systems such as the SA-2 can range into South Korea. As
part of NKA deception operations, dummy SAM sites for larger systems
will be employed to deceive CFC as to the actual location.

North Korean Antilanding Operations

Considering the devastating effect that amphibious operations had
against North Korean offensive operations during the Korean War, the
emphasis by North Korean military planners on lessons learned from
that war, and CFC's capability to conduct operations from the sea, it can
be assumed that North Korea has made extensive preparations to oppose
a CFC amphibious task force (ATF) composed of U.S./ROK Navy and
Marine amphibious forces. 

To date, North Korea is limited in its capability to project military power
beyond the Korean Peninsula and, as such, is limited in conducting sig-
nificant conventional military operations against a CFC ATF in the early
phases of the preparation, embarkation, rehearsal, movement, and
assault (PERMA) cycle of amphibious operations. During the prepara-
tion, embarkation, and rehearsal stages, North Korea will attempt to col-
lect information and intelligence against CFC's amphibious forces.
However, other considerations, such as North Korea's emphasis on its
SOF, the ranges of NKN submarines and some NKAF aircraft, and the
development of long range missiles, cannot be discounted. 

During the assault phase, North Korea antilanding operations will con-
sist of the following:

■ NKN and NKAF reconnaissance assets will attempt to locate the
ATF in order to engage with attack aircraft and/or naval antiship mis-
sile platforms and to identify the probable location of the beachhead.
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■ Employment of land-based antiship missiles.

■ Extensive use of naval mining.

■ Utilization of water obstacles.

■ Employment of coastal artillery.

■ Employment of land obstacles and mines.

■ The reinforcement of NKA ground antilanding forces with any avail-
able infantry, mechanized, artillery, antiair, or armor assets.

Special Operations Force 

North Korea's SOF is organized into 22 brigades and 7 independent bat-
talions. The SOF has five basic missions: conducting reconnaissance,
performing combat operations in concert with conventional operations,
establishing a second front in the enemy's rear area, countering the CFC
special operations in North Korean rear areas, and maintaining internal
security.

The MPAF has two primary commands that control special operations
units, the Reconnaissance Bureau and the Light Infantry Training
Guidance Bureau. North Korea classifies its special operations units as
reconnaissance, light infantry, or sniper.

NOTE: Though light infantry units will perform SOF missions, all
NKA divisions and brigades will have a light infantry element which
will be forward deployed to conduct conventional infantry tactics in the
offense. Light infantry SOF missions will include combat operations
conducted by company or battalion size units against military, political,
or economic targets. Sniper operations basically are the same as light
infantry SOF except they are conducted in team-size units.

North Korea's SOF will perform operations at the strategic, operational,
and tactical levels. Basically, strategic operations will support national or
MPAF objectives, operational operations will support corps objectives,
and tactical operations will support maneuver divisions and brigades.
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SOF strategic missions will include reconnaissance, sniper, and agent
operations. Strategic reconnaissance will be intended to ascertain CFC
intentions, develop targeting information, conduct poststrike assess-
ments of CFC units and facilities, and assess the potential reactions of
the South Korean civilian and military populace. Sniper missions will
include attacking critical nodes, such as special weapon delivery sys-
tems and storage facilities, command, control, and communications
facilities of combined field command and higher, and air and air defense
facilities. In addition, snipers will attempt to assassinate, kidnap, and/or
interrogate key personnel to hinder allied operations and lower morale.

SOF operational missions will include reconnaissance, sniper, and light
infantry operations. Operational reconnaissance will be conducted to
ascertain CFC intentions, develop targeting information for SSMs and
long-range artillery, conduct poststrike assessments, and determine the
status of LOCs, chokepoints, and CFC reserve locations. At the opera-
tional level, sniper missions will be similar to those at the strategic level
but will also include attacking port facilities and major LOCs. Light
infantry units will concentrate on attacking division and higher com-
mand posts, capturing key terrain to assist maneuvering units, and locat-
ing CFC reserve forces.

The tactical mission of the SOF will be to support maneuver divisions
and brigades objectives with light infantry operations. The organic
reconnaissance element of the maneuver unit will perform tactical
reconnaissance. Both the light infantry and reconnaissance elements
will develop targets for destruction. These targets will include CFC
command, control, and communications facilities, air and air defense
sites, CFC force concentrations, and LOCs. Light infantry units will
concentrate on attacking brigade and division command posts, capturing
key terrain, and locating and destroying CFC reserve forces.

Personnel selection for SOF units come from politically reliable troops
who are members in good standing of the Korean Workers Party and
who have served 4 to 7 years in the combat branches. Only under special
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circumstances (language capabilities and technical skills) will they be
recruited and trained directly from civilian status.

The training of SOF personnel is believed to take 12 to 24 weeks or
longer, depending on the skill levels. The skill and training that SOF
personnel receive, such as infiltration, mountaineering, night operations,
swimming, martial arts, airborne, intelligence collection, demolition,
and rigorous physical fitness, are typical of elite units throughout the
world. Discipline is strong and harsh, with an emphasis placed on inten-
sive physical training and political indoctrination. When training is
completed, the trainee is awarded a senior NCO or junior officer rank
and assigned to an operational unit for the remainder of his career.

During combat operations it can be expected that many deep-strike SOF
personnel will be attired in civilian clothing or South Korean military uni-
forms. Infiltrations will normally occur at night or during periods of lim-
ited visibility, with the assistance of escorts who are familiar with the area.

The equipment carried by most SOF personnel will vary considerably,
depending on the mission. Typical equipment will include a dagger and/
or  bayonet,  pistols  (to  include  silenced  versions),  rifles  (AK-47  or
M-16), submachine guns, hand grenades/demolitions, rocket launchers
(RPG-7 or AT-3), 60-mm mortars, or other allied weapons.

North Korean SOF infiltration methods into CFC rear areas will include:
overland, through tunnels under the DMZ, air, and from the sea. The
NKAF will support SOF operations with airborne infiltration and resup-
ply missions. The primary aerial insertion aircraft will be the An-2/
COLT and helicopters. The NKN will support SOF operations by using
amphibious operations, covert sea infiltration, and resupply. The princi-
pal vessels that will be used to support these operations will be the
KONG BANG I/II/III, NAMPO A/B LCPA (air-cushioned), and
NAMPO LCPs. In addition, mini-submarine and semi-submersible
insertion craft may also be used to support SOF operations from the sea.
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ENTRANCE

NORTH
KOREA

MILITARY
DEMARCATION

LINE

INTERCEPTION
TUNNEL

1,200 M 435 M

THIRD TUNNEL

NORTH KOREAN TUNNEL
OPERATIONS UNDER DMZ

NORTH KOREA

SOUTH KOREA

PANMUNJOM

TUNNEL 3
OCT 1978

TUNNEL 1
NOV 1974

TUNNEL 2
MAR 1975

TUNNEL 4
MAR 1990

Demilitarized
Zone

Military
Demarcation

Line

Known Tunnels

Suspected Tunnels

Tunnel Operations Under DMZ
All but the last few meters would be completed before an attack.  Although 4 have 
been discovered, as many as 20 or more may exist.
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Tunnel Constructed by the North Under DMZ
A regiment could pass through this tunnel in about an hour and 
come up south of the DMZ.
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SECTION  3

 

RANK INSIGNIA AND UNIFORMS

N
A
V
Y

A
R
M
Y

&

A
I
R

F
O
R
C
E

SO-WI CHUNG-WI TAB-WI SO-RYONG CHUNG-
YONG

TAB-
RYONG

CHUN-
JANG

SO-JANG CHUNG-
JANG

TAB-
JANG

O-1
2nd

Lieutenant

US EQUIVALENT

O-2
1st

Lieutenant

O-3
Captain

O-4
Major

O-5
Lieutenant

Colonel

O-6
Colonel

O-7
Brigadier
General

O-8
Major

General

O-9
Lieutenant

General

O-10
General

ENLISTED RANK STRUCTURE

SB-YONG ILB-YONG SAMBYONG LYONGJANG BASA CHUNGSA SANGSA CHUM
SANGSA

Private
First Class

Lance
Corporal

Corporal Sergeant Staff
Sergeant

Gunnery
Sergeant

Master
Sergeant

Master
Sergeant

 

ROK Enlisted Rank Insignia
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North Korean Enlisted Rank Insignia

  

NA
VY
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Y

AI
R 

FO
RC

E
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t C
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r
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e
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Se
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Se
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e

Se
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r

Se
am
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Ap

pr
en

tic
e
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rs

t C
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ss
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tty
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Se
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nd

 C
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ird
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ss
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tty
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ffi

ce
r



 

109

   

Marshall Lieutenant
General

Colonel Captain Junior
Lieutenant

General Colonel
General

Major
General

Senior
Colonel

Lieutenant
Colonel Major Senior

Lieutenant Lieutenant

North
Korean
Army
Rank

Insignia

Officer Collar Tabs
Worn on Closed Collar Uniform

Army
Colonel

Navy
Commander

Air Force
Lieutenant

 

North Korean Army Officer Rank Insignia
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Winter Full
Dress Uniform

(Generals)

Summer Full
Dress Uniform

(Generals)

Winter Service
Overcoat

(Generals)

Service
Uniform

(Officers)

Service
Overcoat
(Officers)

Field
Uniform

(Officers)

Full Dress
Uniform

(Officers)

Dress
Overcoat
(Officers)

Service
Uniform

(Officers)

Winter
Jacket

(Officers)

 

North Korean Army Uniforms
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Winter Field
Uniform

Summer
Service Uniform

Winter Service
Overcoat

Service
Uniform

Winter Field
Overcoat

Winter
Service Uniform

Camouflage
Uniform

Winter Tanker
Jacket

Summer Field
Uniform

Summer Tanker
Jacket

 

North Korean Army Uniforms
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Rear
Admiral

Commander Junior
Lieutenant

Admiral Vice
Admiral

Senior
Captain

Captain Lieutenant
Commander EnsignSenior

Lieutenant Lieutenant

North
Korean
Navy
Rank

Insignia

Senior
Admiral

Enlisted Collar Tabs
Collar Tab Denotes Branch of Service

Master
Sergeant

1st Class
Petty Officer

Sergeant Junior
Sergeant

Seaman Private

 

North Korean Navy Officer Rank Insignia
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North Korean Navy Uniforms

  

Winter Full
Dress Uniform

(Officers)

Winter Full
Dress Uniform

(Officers)

Winter Service
Uniform

(Officers)

Summer
Service Uniform

(Officers)

Work
Uniform

(Officers)

Winter Service
Uniform

(Enlisted)

Winter Service
Uniform

(Seaman)

Summer
Service Uniform

(Seaman)

Summer Service
Uniform

(Enlisted)

Work
Uniform

(Enlisted)
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North Korean Air Force Officer Rank Insignia

   

Lieutenant
General

Colonel Captain Junior
Lieutenant

General Colonel
General

Major
General

Senior
Colonel

Lieutenant
Colonel Major Senior

Lieutenant Lieutenant

North
Korean

Air Force
Rank

Insignia

Field and Company
Grade Officer
Collar Tabs

General Officer
Collar Tabs
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North Korean Air Force Uniforms

  

Full Dress
Uniform

(Officers)

Service
Uniform
(Pilot)

Summer Field
Uniform

(Enlisted)

Pilot
Uniform

Officers Cap

Winter
Jacket

(Enlisted)

Service
Uniform

(Officers)

Service
Uniform

(Enlisted)

Officers Cap Service Cap
(Enlisted)
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North Korean Branch Insignias

  

Band

Pilot Wings

Seaman Cap Ribbon

Air Force
Cap Insignia

National Emblem
Worn on Flag Officers'
Shoulder Boards and

Collar Tabs

Veterinary

Officers Cap

Head Gear
Insignia

MedicalChemical

EngineerJudge
Advocate

Rear
Services

SignalInfantry

Artillery Tanker Finance Transportation
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SECTION  4

 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHARTS

    

REAR
SER

ARMORED
RECON

130/152

AT-3

LT

120

HQ TECH
SPT

TGT
ACQ

AIRBORNE
INFANTRY

ANTITANK
GUN

(85-100mm)

ANTITANK
MISSILE

(AT-3)

ARTILLERY
(130/152mm)

INFANTRY MOTORIZED
INFANTRY

LIGHT
INFANTRY

MECHANIZED
INFANTRY

RECON TANK/
ARMOR

85/100 SA-2 14.5

ANTI-A/C
MISSILE
(SA-2)

ANTI-A/C
GUN

(14.5mm)

FROG
MISSILE

SCUD
MISSILE

MORTAR
(120mm)

MULTIPLE
ROCKET

LAUNCHER
(122mm)

122MRL

SP
ARTILLERY

(122mm)

122

AVIATION
OR HELO

ATTACK
HELO

ENGINEER CHEMICAL
OR DECON

SIGNAL FIELD
HOSPITAL

HEADQUARTERS HEADQUARTERS
& HQ COMPANY

HEAVY
MACHINE

GUN

REAR
SERVICES

TECHNICAL
SUPPORT

TARGET
ACQUISITION

Army
Corp
Division
Brigade
Regiment
Battalion
Company
Platoon
Squad

XXXX
XXX
XX
X
I I I
I I
I

FROG SCUD

HHC HMG
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North Korean Military

  

President

Central People's
Committee

Ministry of
the People's

Armed Forces

General Staff
Department

Armored
Corps

Artillery
Corps

Capital
Defense Corps

Reconnaissance
Bureau

North Korean
Air Force

North Korean
Navy

Forward
Army Corps*

1st Corps
2d Corps
4th Corps
5th Corps

Rear
Army Corps

3rd Corps
6th Corps
7th Corps
8th Corps

108th Corps

Mechanized
Corps

425th Corps
806th Corps
815th Corps

Light Infantry
Training/

Guide Bureau

Reserve
Bureau

Reserve
Divisions

General 
Reserve

Administrative
Command

Artillery
Command

Mechanized
Command

Antiaircraft
Artillery Command

*Typical Corps includes:
  Infantry Divisions
  Armored Brigades
  Artillery Brigades
  Light Infantry Brigades
  River-Crossing Regiments
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SNIPER

C & S

REAR
SVC

EW/
SIGINT

MRL

BRIDGE

X

I IXX X X I I

I I I I II I I I I I I

XXX

XXXXXXXXXX

LT

 

Infantry Corps
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C & S

I IX I I
LT

XXX

REAR
SVC

I IX

X X X X X

I I

I II I I
EW/

SIGINT

I I

 

Mechanized Infantry Corps
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XX
MRL

XXX

 

Artillery Corps

   

I I

BRIDGE

I I

C & S

XXX

REAR
SVC

X X X X X

I I

 

Armor Corps



 

122

 

Infantry Division

    

I
HQ

I I I

INFANTRY
DIVISION

T-54/55
M1985/Type-62/63/PT-76

D-20 152mm Howitzer
D-74/M-38 122mm Howitzer
T-63/RPU (107/140 MRL)
D or M-44 (85/100 AT Gun)
M-39 (76.2 AT Gun)
AT-3 SAGGER
B-10/11 (82/107 RG)
RPG-7 (AT Lchr)
M-43 (120mm Mortar)
M-37 (82mm Mortar)
T-31 (60mm Mortar)
Flamethrower
RPD/RP-46/SMG

SA-7b
ZPU-2/4 (14.5 AAA HMG)
M-39 (37 AAA Gun)
S-60 (57 AAA Gun)
FIRE CAN (FLAP WHEEL)

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Utility Truck
M-72 Motorcycle
T-34-T Tank RTVR

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
Tk
Bn

Art
Reg

AT
Bn

INF
Reg

LINE
Bn

AAA
Bn

Eng
Bn

Sig
Bn

Recon
Co

CML
Co

HQ
+RS

31
2

18
54
27
12
18
27
27

658
81
81
18
4

859

42
60
6
6
2

57
692
29
1

10359
1333
9026

31
2

2

3
18

1

226
22

204

18
54

8

34

8
110

930
118
812

12

8

1
21

195
23

172

9

6
9
9

192
18
27

4
257

12
18

8
126

2379
182

2197

REAR
SER

*SOME DIVISIONS WILL ALSO HAVE AN EW/SIGINT BATTALION

18

18

18

1

450
30

420

6
6
6
6
2

1
43

282
23

259

10

6

3
25

279
25

254

4

8

5
30
8

260
21

239

4

4

1
1
5

95
5

90

4

4

10

105
5

100

36

12

12
75
16

400
95

305

I I II II I I I

I I I I I I I I

XX

14.5/37/57

122/152 85/100
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Infantry Regiment

    

I II
HQ

INFANTRY REGIMENT

T-63/RPU (107/140 MRL)
M-39 (76.2 AT Gun)
AT-3 SAGGER
B-10/11 (82/107 RG)
RPG-7 (AT Lchr)
M-43 (120mm Mortar)
M-37 (82mm Mortar)

SA-7b
ZPU-2/4 (14.5 AAA HMG)

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Utility Truck

Flamethrower
RPD/RP-46/SMG
AK Rifle
M1891 30 Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
INF
Bn

MTR
Bn

AAA
Bn

MRL
Btry

AT
Btry

Eng
Co

Sig
Co

Recon
Plt

CML
Plt HHC

9
6
9
9

192
27
27

12
18

8
126

4
257

1896
18

182

2379
182

2197

3
3

58

9

3

1
8

81
360

6
29

476
29

447

8
27

1
31

8
156

26

206
26

180

3
18

1
33

259

23

282
23

259

9

9

70

5

75
5

70

6

7

73

5

78
5

73

3

5

4
3

61

5

76
5

71

3

5

3
54

5

65
5

60

5

30

1

31
1

30

25

1

26
1

25

4

3
7

88

24

112
24
88

I I
120

I

II I I I

I I I

107/140 MRL

14.5
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Infantry Battalion

    

INFANTRY BATTALION

AT-3 SAGGER
B-10/11 (82/107 RG)
RPG-7 (AT Lchr)
M-37 (82mm Mortar)
SA-7b

V-415 (jeep)
2 1/2T Utility Truck

RPD/RP-46/SMG
AK Rifle
M 1891 30 Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

Radio, R116/126
Radio, R106
Radio, R105
Radio, RDM
Telephone, TAI-43
Switchboard

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
INF
Co

MTR
Btry

AT
Plt HQ

3
3

58
9
3

1
8

81
360

6
29

17
9
2
1

24
6

476
29

447

18

27
83
1
5

5
1

5
1

116
5

111

9

3

57

5

1

5
1

62
5

57

3
3
4

3

20

1

1

1

21
1

20

3

1
2

34
3
8

2
4
2
1
3
2

45
8

37

I
82

I I

I
HQ

AT-3
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Infantry Company

 

Infantry Platoon

    

INFANTRY COMPANY

RPG-7 (AT Lchr)
RPD/RP-46/SMG
AK Rifle
M 1891 30 Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

Radio, R116
Radio, R106
Telephone, TAI-43
Switchboard

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
INF
Plt HQ

18
27
83
1
5

5
1
5
1

116
5

111

6
9

27

1

1

1

37
1

36

2
1
2

2
1
2
1

5
2
3

INFANTRY PLATOON

RPG-7 (AT Lchr)
RPD
AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

Radio, R116
Telephone, TAI-43

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
INF
Sqd HQ

6
9

27
1

1
1

37
1

36

2
3
9

12

12

1

1
1

1
1

HQ

I

HQ
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Field Hospital

 

Chemical Battalion

    

FIELD HOSPITAL

AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Truck

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total HHC
MT
Co

OP Rm
Co

H&E
Co

370
65

4
63

445
65

370

84
6

4
5

90
6

84

81
24

12

105
24
81

142
30

10

172
30

142

63
5

36

68
5

63

I
Operating

Room

I
Holding &

Evacuation

I
Medical

Treatment

I
HHC

    

CHEMICAL BATTALION

RPG-2/7 (40 AT Lchr)
RPD/RPK
AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Truck

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
DECON

Co
IMPRG

CoHQ

12
12

276
15

1
30

315
15

300

3
3

42
6

1
6

54
6

48

3
3

84
3

9

93
3

90

3
3

66
3

6

75
3

72

DECON IMPRG

I I

HQ

II
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Signal Battalion

    

SIGNAL BATTALION

RPG-2/7 (40 AT Lchr)
RPD/RPK
AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Truck
M-72 Motorcycle

Radio
Switchboard
Telegraph

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
RADIO

Co
MSGR &
COMM

WIRE
CoHQ

12
14

234
39

5
37
20

9
14
5

299
39

260

2
4

47
21

2
6

3
1

74
21
53

2
2

48
7

1
4

20

4
5

59
7

52

4
4

72
6

1
10

9

86
6

80

4
4

67
5

1
17

6

80
5

75

WIRE RADIO

I I

I
HQ

I II
MSGR &
COMM
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Corps Antitank Guided Missile
Battalion

 

Corps Antitank Guided Missile
Company

 

AAA Battalion

    

AT-1

ATGM BATTALION

UAZ-69 ATGM AT-1
AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2 T Truck

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
ATGM

Co HQ

54
254
35

4
21

291
35

256

18
72
9

1
5

81
9

72

38
8

1
6

48
8

40

AT-1

AT-1
AT-1

ATGM COMPANY

UAZ-69 ATGM AT-1
AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2 T Truck

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
ATGM

Plt HQ

18
72
9

1
5

81
9

72

6
17
2

1

19
2

17

21
3

1
2

24
3

21

AT-1

AT-1

HQ

I I

II
AT-1

HQ

I

AT-1

    

AAA BATTALION

M-39 (37 AAA Gun)
S-60 (57 AAA Gun)
ZPU-2/4 (14.5mm)
FIRE CAN or BREAD BIN

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Utility Truck

Total

6
6
6
4

1
43

I II

AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total

259
23

282
23

259

I I

HQ & S

I

14.5/37/57

37 5714.5
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SAM (SA-5) Regiment

    

SA-5 REGIMENT

SA-5 SAM Lchr

BAR LOCK Radar
SQUARE PAIR Radar
BIG BACK Radar
SIDE NET Radar
MERCURY GRASS Truck
Radar Control Truck
Misc Trailers

ZIL-157V Transporter
Misc Trucks
V-415 Jeep

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
Cmd &
Control

Tech
Spt

SAM
Bn

18

3
3
1
1
4
4

38

30
91
7

910
86

824

6

1
1

1
1

10

6
14
1

115
12

103

1
1
1
2
6

11
3

90
14
76

2

12
38
1

106
10
96

SA-5
SA-5

I

I I I
SA-5

Command
& Control

I I
Technical
Support

I I
SA-5
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SAM (SA-3) Regiment

    

SA-3 REGIMENT

SA-3 SAM Lchr
ZPU-4 (14.5 AAA HMG)

LOW BLOW Radar
FLAT FACE Radar
SPOON REST Radar
SIDE NET Radar
MERCURY GRASS Truck
Radar Control Truck
Misc Trailers

ZIL-131 Transporter
Misc Trucks
V-415 Jeep

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
Cmd &
Control

Tech
Spt

SAM
Bn

16
18

4
5
1
1
5
6

48

24
119

9

910
86

824

4

1
1

1
1

10

4
12
1

108
10
98

18

24
1

282
23

259

2

8
36
1

112
11

101

AAA
Bn

1
1
1
1
2
6

11
3

84
12
72

SA-3
SA-3

SA-3

I

I I I
SA-3

Command
& Control

I I
Technical
Support

I I
SA-3

I I
14.5
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SAM (SA-2) Regiment

    

SA-2 REGIMENT

SA-2 SAM Lchr
ZPU-4 (14.5 AAA HMG)

SPOON REST Radar
FAN SONG Radar
FLAT FACE Radar
MERCURY GRASS Truck
Radar Control Truck
Misc Trailers

ZIL-157V Transporter
Misc Trucks
V-415 Jeep

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
Cmd &
Control

Tech
Spt

SAM
Bn

18
18

4
3
1
4
5

38

30
137

8

833
88

745

6

1
1

1
1

10

6
18
1

115
12

103

18

24
1

282
23

259

2

12
48
1

116
15

101

AAA
Bn

1

1
1
2
6

11
3

90
14
76

SA-2
SA-2

I

I I I
SA-2

Command
& Control

I I
Technical
Support

I I
SA-2

I I
14.5
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River-Crossing Brigade

    

RIVER-CROSSING
BRIGADE

K-61 Track Amphibious/PTS
GSP Ferry Track Hvy Amph
LPP Bridge PTN Set
GAZ-63 Truck PTN Carry
BMK-90 Boat Power w/TLR
TPP Bridge PTN Set
ZIL-151 Truck PTN Carry
Utility Tractor
Utility Bulldozer
K-51 Crane
K-32 Crane
GAZ-46 Vehicle Amphibious

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Truck
RPG-2/7 (40 AT LCHR)
RPD/RPK

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total
AMPH

Veh
LT

BRG
Hvy
BRG

Tech
Spt HHC

120
24
48

144
36
48
96
6
4
1
4

10

12
196
169
249

2367
109

2258

60
12

2

1
16
22
32

319
38

281

24
72
12

2
1

1
32
24
36

388
38

350

12
48
96

1

2

1
44
36
55

502
40

462

6
4

2
1

3
42
21
30

298
37

261

Bridge

1

4
14
20
28

153
32

121

X

I
HHC

Amph Veh

I I
Amph Veh

I I
Tech Spt

LT Bridge

I I
LT Bridge

I I
Hvy Bridge
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TECHNICAL ENGINEER 
BATTALION

Trucks
Bulldozers
Compressors
Generators
Graders
Elevators
Band Saws
Mine Detectors

Total

2
11
7
2
2
1
3
3

II

I I
Tech

HHC

I
Obstacle Const

I
Rd Const

    

I I
Tech

Const

ENGINEER
CONSTRUCTION

BATTALION Total

12
24
1
3
3
4
4
2

Const

Trucks
Bulldozers
Compressors
Generators
Excavators
Rock Crushers
Cranes
Band Saws

I
Const

HHC

II

 

Technical Engineer Battalion

 

Engineer Construction Battalion
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SCUD BATTALION

SCUD-B TEL
END TRAY Radar

2 1/2T Truck
ZIL-135 Truck Resupply
GAZ-69 Vehicle Survey

K-51 Crane

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total Btry
Cmd &

Met

6
1

54
3
1

4

173
23

150

2

16
1

1

41
5

36

1

6

1

1

8
42
50

FROG BATTALION

FROG-7 Launcher
END TRAY Radar

2 1/2T Truck
ZIL-135 Truck Resupply
GAZ-69 Vehicle Survey

OR

FROG-3/5
BREAD BIN Radar

2 1/2T Truck
ZIL-135V Truck Resupply
GAZ-69 Vehicle Survey
K-51 Crane

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total Btry
Cmd &

Met

3
1

54
3
1

3
1

54
3
1
3

173
23

150

1

16
1

1

16
1

1

41
5

36

1

6

1

1

6

1

50
8

42

Command
& Met

I I

II

SCUD

SCUD Command
& Met

I I

II

FROG

FROG

 

Strategic Level SCUD B Battalion

 

Strategic Level FROG Battalion



 

135

 

Corps MRL Battalion

 

Corps MRL Brigade

    

MRL BATTALION
(240MM)

BM-24 (12rd 240mm MRL)
RPD/RPK (7.62mm LMG)
AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

Total

15
8

184
17

122MM HAS THE SAME ORDER OF BATTLE

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Utility Truck

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total

1
12

209
17

192

I
240 MRL

I
240 MRL

I
240 MRL

HQ&S

I I
240 MRL

   

122 MRL
122 MRL

122 MRL
122 MRL

MRL BRIGADE (122mm)

BM-11 (122mm)
RPD/RPK (7.62mm LMG)
AK Rifle
T-64/68 Pistol

Total

108

122 MRL

V-415 Jeep
2 1/2T Utility Truck
END TRAY Radar

Personnel
  Officer
  Enlisted

Total

1500

NOTE: Corps MRL Brigade can be either 122mm or 240mm.
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