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ORI CUHILLA,

Cd

,'d.

Dcpu..y Dxrector (Pl_{}:r) })J s

Potent:.al Larae scale Availability of LSD
through Newly-discovered Synthesxs by & 5 B
o

P e

St

-

-

e

1, Up to the present time LSD has been available only in small

amounts, In 1953 it was reported ts us through several chanrels, in-

clud.vw 2 message from a United States Military Attaché, that tke .
seunrrcasi A-mb-n-:"'" PILEE ‘f*"’*‘*’"‘i“;ﬂjﬁ‘%"f _,,;;} bad 10 kilograms of this

You will recall that we enlisted tze sexvices of a

oy _’i-‘
NN who 2ccompanied MxZ” e

--'.ﬂrt- e el -..
N fat N " *”W ".':T-.&‘.' :w-}sgmﬁb A A2
e s 5i3 It turn;cl

\_;...,m to d.zsct_ss the m.a..-er \vztn the. s
out that, accor ding ta..,. ':l?:’fé.t least, tne a.znOunt in thei ir possassxo-—,
-#Qas . e

- was in gram rather thaa ;ulogra:n qua

mate :lfor sale.
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‘2. The a.va.ilability of r.aterials of th.is sort derived from ei-got

.. in such small quantity is probably due in 2 large mezsure to the fzct
. that ergot itself is a naturzl product produced in limited guaxtitices and
.contai:ing only a sman amdun‘.: of active ma.:e:ials. :

S 3. Th.s s1tua‘a.on is now conmletely changed smcé"% e
FHcy=%has developed 2 practicable commercial totzl synthesis of
LSD using readily available raw materials, Each step of their synthesis
has been accomplisked in comparable syztheses of other products in

" - pilot-plant quantities, Therefore ﬁ:m.e_,‘,ﬂfeels that in 2 mattex of

. montks LSD could be available in tonnage quantities, -

B 4. Ritherto, LSD could not be considered seriously as 2 cardidate

Chemical Warfare agent for.overt use, This was due to two factors:

“2) Until recently only volatile liquids could be disseminated

.in 2 suit able fashioxn in bulk. . LSD is 2 solid, .
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7 b) LSD could not be obtained in sufficient quantities,
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LSD can now Le produced in quantity and rccent tecknical developments
malke it possible to disseminate solids in an cffcctive manner,

‘5. Maost of the sic: ..:.u.cunt information currc stly available on the

’ disabling effccts of ._.SD on humans has been obt2ined from the .

.research activities supported during the past thrc~ years by the ' :
.-‘":VJ‘%’ .

Chez:mcal Division o"*iﬁ'& uncder the direction of &% EE:
;_" is coatinuing its rescarch effort toward developicg a cap:..b:.l*ty ..

ki
for covert use of this material and the availability of LSD in large

- quanitites will not 2ffect our program, However, we fcel it is highly. N
" .advisable that certain components of the Department of Defease be -0 ~
. adviced of both the new syntheses at Lilly and our data. on tb.e cffcct.‘ R
.- ci this matenal oz human beings. ; N ) .o PRI
"' Ftherefore intends to app*xse the’ Cne-mcal Corps and the. .

formation through previously established scientific -3~

. B s
Air Force of this inf
use of this material is not affected by . . .

T charcnels, Since the covert
this new situation, we will advise these componexts of the Depart~" L
- raent of Defense that any restrictions on dissemiration of mforma iom T . -
EIL " to the pl.bhc on LSD snov..ld be initiated by them. e e T e T e
0T e, The above is furmshed for your u:.forn*a.t on or:ly'. ‘Wo action * -~ "I.

" is required,
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