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L Decexber 1553

Yerorandun for: Genc:al_bounse;

'Subjeét: Observations cn Mr. Franx Olson from 24 November
through 27 iioverber 1953 .

» e

-
.

1. T urdersternd that in connection with the subnission of

a clein to the Turccu of Fopleyzes Cerrensetion, you wish a report on

" ¢he events prior o the cestn of Mr. Oison froz re. The following is
subriited for your records. . .

2, I saw Mr. Olcon in the ccmpeny of Dr. Leshbrook and
Colonal Ruwet in ry office in lew Yerk City, 133 Bast 58th Stract.
uniderstood that he hed benn azitatel for scme tirme erid that he had boen
reking staterents walch srpoered to be confused, I was ecked to rrie
. further obsorvor{ons So that preper {Tcxtment for Mr. Olson could te
instituted Jor }r. Olson 1f any wreetmcnt wves considered neceessary.
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3. On Tuasday, ¢4 Nove~oer 1G53, conversetions were hesun |
vhich cen%ered ainly on cur carlier ractinss durfirs the wor in l9'h
and 1%45. Many oléers interostis were reenlizd.  We discussed conctrues
tion of ces rasks, Tiltreticn prodleme, cur attiiulcs tovards rritual
-frierds, eni ravy thinzs vhich vere nast vcrtin: st that tine. Cur
conversaticn a. this point vas on a sociecl level in vhich ih2 ratient
had, contrery to his leter ettitudes, &n excellent feelinsg end memory
for peonle, events und resliciic esnzets of thesc roecple and events.
He &id show thet he wes under sirain by his.mennerisms butl at no tire

during his nrimary ceaversnticn did he ezmear to be definitely cut of
touch with reelisy, Dr. Lashbroow ani Colenel IFuwet loft the office

"and I speni ehcut one howr ulcna "1th Hr. Gluov., As soon as these
gentlemen lﬂ‘* 3 1"_iénuqc1
.with rarticulzr reference to tne sci:rtl ic nc*rc-.-nce of lls dut
He was obsessed with the idca that his mermory wes poor, that his vork
wvas iredeouate, and that he ves failins 40 live up “o expectations of
his femily erd friernds. He menticnezdi thet he was dichonest beceusa he
bad been retired frem the Lnyr for an ulcer and chewed & cerisin smcunt
of unreslistic tut revertbeless enticipated suilt feelings ebout teking
retirezent pav. I ettempted to condis: what I had heard thet an experi-
- menty had becen performed especially to trap him the preceding veek bdut
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he coohesized thet his present preblen did rot loy dn that erea end thet

}

his prodlem ves his owa e2iiily to 1ive vp to his cm consept of wvhat his

perforrnnce of his duties chould be and his iredility to etinfn the ner-

fections navessitetsd Ty the no2eds of his verite le, himself, rointed cat
that vhen he vas askhed to tehe over zore resgonsitilisy end heed up & -

vision Le refusel end went inco a stete o canice feeling thet ke could

‘herdly, vith his own greving fe2lings of inadejuacy in his vork, take over

more responsibilily. . . .

k. That eveninz, in order to.kcepn in contact with him erd ‘o
accunulecie more érte, I went to the hotel azd spont from 10:30 to 11:30
with }=. Olzon, Dr, Lz2shbrock end Colonel ruvet. Lredin, Mr. Olcca ap-
pcarci to raintein en exczllent relaticnzhip with al) of us. Althouz:h

epprencnsive he enparently was rmaich celmer end after a strictly social
diccussion setd o3 I deft, "Ycu kzew, I foo) a lot betier. Tris {s vhat
I have been edinj.' . v :
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5. The naxt dey lr. Clgon spont an hour vith me in vhich ba
agedn eonezred agitntzd. Taeve was rexcated discucsien of his ecincern
_with the quality of his vori, his ruilt cn bvin; retired frem the Ay
“for on wvlcer, end his relesce of clacsified irformntion. Pe safd thet
he hod had these feelings for ¢ very long tine end that they hed nct
started 4the week before vhen he perticirnled in en exgerirent end thet,
irdeci, in March of 1953 his wife thouthi trhat he wes so deprecsed and
agitztcd that she theuzht thet ke stould s2e o docter. YHe zrid thel
he hai veen slecerninz voorly sinon March of 1652 end omnlificd nis diffs
cultics with regard to poor nimsry ead pcor'w:rk. Kowever, I could nc:
harricrize what he scid ebout his fod nerformance with the rtiitude of his
supériors sirce he hnd teen offered a divisicn. Lor did this check wisth
reovested gusstioning of past events. I azsin atterpled to cet further
inforra*icn ip rezerd to his feslirgs of parceeution tut st no time di2
he spezk of anyone tut with the hichiest re=ard for both friends ani
fanilj. Ee stated explieltly that o vished 40 g0 toeX hene end thet
arrangements. had rteen rede. I faw no wey in whicn this cculd be pre-.

vented but plans were mede for his return end further discussion.
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6. Iu erst*ud that on his way hom2 he became egitated, very
confuued -ond insit ‘cﬁ on coming back to see re. He errived in ry Huni-

ington cffice about, four o'clocit and this tine the pcnt-nn feelinzs whick
he hﬂd successfully ni

connected with his teliefl that the CIA group hzd been putiing scmethirg

. . . .- . L L ed e

nidden turast out .in the greetesct deteil. The patient ...
- explicitly stated that ke hed long felt thet his inability to slcep vas




2ike benzedrine in his coffce et nizht to keep hinm aweXe; thet ke hed .

heord voizes the nicht tefore tellizs ninm to thvrew ovey his valle:. His
history nsw crystollized into e definite form 15 wve ecccodt “not he scld
that he hed tean delusicnal at lesst for veers, pro2ndly rmenths, tut thet
he had »cen sble to crerste I'airl)y well excedt &n certoin crises such es
being offered more rosponsiollity in taking cver the divisica,

- . L d

. T. The diecnosis wes guite-clenr of a niychotic stste
which secmeld to have been crystnllized by on esperirent in wnich Mo,
Olson particivated th2 rreczding veek, eunarvently or a Taurcisy. Ze
felt thot his feelin-s during the experimony vere 1ikz those of bheinz over-
whélred bty e rmouninin wvery ra:ch the sase es he relt when he had to telze
over & rovw respronsibility. Since the experirment he felt thit he was zot
able to dezld vith his work as vell as he hnd befere anl elincuzh he rer-
sonally ccasidercd the experirent to be unrelatsd to his brzic nrodlez
~he hes rewvertnelecs fell worss since, end that the exparimest mighs hzve
-4ntensified rany of his prodleans.

-

8. With thiz inforvnation I.reccrrezied hospitalization at
once erd cn Frid~y porniwy, illovazher 27, . Clicn, Dr. Lazibrool, anid
I discussel in soue dacteil-the choice of hespitzl. Mr, Olsza thouzht
that hz would lik2 to be near home and for -this reerson o mental fnczi:vu-
tion rear Weshinston was chosen rrd e reom was reseryedi. . Za€ Kerpitel
could not teiie Mr. Olzon that doy and arrangezsats verc made for heszitnli-
zation the rext rorning. T

. CO:CIISICH

Mr. Olscn ves in & psrchotic stste siten hospiinlizntion wns -
- décided nron with delusicns of revseention. Tiere are iwo cepects in
regard to thé relationchip to the vorit.in whick e vas enzesed. 1% 4s
well krown that it is an occrpaiicnal hezad tormentel stabliity to ba .
doing the type of work cennacted vith his duties.” Cuilt feelings ere
well knowm to occur Lo a greeter or less extort. Surorirpcsed on these
guilt Teeclinzs vhich are certeirldy an ceeuzaticinl hesard &s his roris-
cipation in an exparivent vherein he felt thettany of his feclires ta-
cane overvicirinz. It is well kucwm that rany itnass produce this =Tzot, °

For exarmple, I have hed e ratient of mine recenly etzempt suizide of-or

takirz one cursule of llembutel. A cessule of iimtutsl contsins cne arns
one-holf gruins. This is a therazsutic dose viich is taken by thousazis
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of pcople drilyr yet thls maticnt's perzonelity structure ves so oriented
thet ore cose of this ratericl teten by thouscrnds of nzople doily wes
sufficizcnt to have nor reach for the box which the d4d. Fortunatcly,
her hustand wes present and cnused her £o vemit un the corsules. It is

certninly conceivadle and certzinly connct be excludsd that ¥, Olcon's
particinztion in en cizeorimen’ in which e ¢rmg was oizinistered czuld
in just the some uny h*ccipiiztc a8 crizis vhich vouwld upset the nonte
processes £0 thati ¢icoriertaticn ord the leck cf rexticl functiening rmight
be proiuczed with the rc:ults readiliy cbeerveld, - In this conrnecticen it hes
-been ry cupzrience that certain individunis who, in an exmerincntal sitva-
tion mey be siven no drug whatsoever, yet show greast syrptens of cnxiety
and confusion. : : : -
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