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Pasaiblo FalliLility of Fol:w;raph Tosting of Subjects 1n Posth:,pnotic Stat.ea _

F 7 July 55

H‘ 1.°Q, On the basis of your Jmowledge of hypnology, do you think that it would be e
possible to induce a posthypnotic state on a subject in such & ww that. hia re-.' i .«'" A ~_§f§,'-;.
v  aotions to polygraph testing would be aignificantly alt.arsd? _ S ;
'1.”\.’.. . v B R R - - . :_v.' '.' ...'
s;? 8 My of.{ha.nd opinion 1e thnt thia would be quite posaiblo. Of course 1t. would H

n; /. be 'wery simple to gonduct oxperimonte vhich could definitely dooide this question
,;m; one way or another, but on the essurption that such expsriments have not yet been
’_ ,carried out, I should like to comment briefly on tha poseibi.litiea to be COnsidomd.
“\
W *'_ As I understand it, the rolygraph measures unconsciovs physlcal reactions to t.he e
-;* . 8timl4 of ths mcntal disturbances caused by the telling of deliberate lies..:. " .-
2¥'“ Thereforo , 1t would appear pesaible that a subjact could possibly avold these re--

1

'u.;m; acbiong if he wors interrogated whie in a posthypnotic state and'thus- oatainnh"'_w ar-'Hat
‘,;:J;‘his innocence for 'some inerirdnating acts or assoclatlons. This might be done - A

:P\‘

_“ s substitution of en alibi situation by the establishment of falss recollections,
“F% In order words, the subject would be convinced that he was actually telling the truth
-'gJ ,end would not have the psychosomatic disturbences necessary for @& polygraph, ro=
4 . action, In addition to thips, complete mmesia of the hypnotidns itself can'be

';ﬁ- effected and an affective dofenss can be et up against rehypnotization by another ©#° '4."5' tie

G hypnotist. Furthermore, the subject's reacticns to other guostiona used;.m testing
1% the poh'graphability of a subjecht would probably be normaly = o oA TR AT ey ,,:

o;
\-'\.
: Sy

'+ 2, (Collector's Noto: In addition to the comments reported atove, scwrce supgostad
A" and supplied reference matsrial which he felt might provide some background in.t‘or*a-
"::"‘ tion on this subject. A brief review of some of this liforature was undertaken by .
..;;g{ ».the colleztor and the commente listed below were abstracted. Although they ofton

X33

.é« ;tho econclusicns reached bo construed as bearing his endorsement, Abrief reviow cf
% recent volumes of Psycholorical Abstraba (Abstracta) (later tlian 1950) rovealed no
":5‘\“';- erticles describing esperiments involving posthypnotic bohavier in relation to the

vj"leOl)gerh machine. Therefore the following comnente inolude other refarencos which

-

vk the collestor considers as poasibly epplicable to the problem,)

"-,, a. The llature cf ths Foethypnotic B8IXEHY State -~ In the first plece, there still

'.,5 .g' gocme to bo a great deal of confuslon about the actual nature of tho poslhypnotic
~E=¢" state 1tself and about the scope of influence of tho operator in the subject's re-

_;, aotiona vhen awake,. These questions were cited by lienry Cuse of long Island Univereity,: F,
%% who points out thabd they have plagued investigators for many years and have received Tl
?Jéﬁ'm’ elarity. in interpretaticn,- He goes.on $0.say.that perhaps.even mors corplex: iaw YTy
i w»"the question as to how a subjoct responds to the fact that he is behaving in a way - "
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g}\s. by the inductlon of posthypnotic amesia for the incriiinating episoded and ‘the R R

It »support source's opinions, they are by no mesns directly atbtributable to him, nor can
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%% which is different from.his usual behavior, (l) Ho explnins that the poothypnotic P
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sct will often have in it an aspect of remombrance as to the suggestion given in'- 8
the trance" Lut he adds, "Of course, soms phenomena of a posthypnotie naturs, such - *
' as hallucinatory cxperienco, my be wcepted by the subject as being of unquestione
F<- R ablo nnthanticity. v R

.0-4

e Hypnoais and Antisocial Conduct == Dosoplte an activa controversy on the subject,
w | there!is much evidence that hypnotism can induce antisocial behavior. (2) In this «

: connection it should be brought out that such acts can be scoomplished in the posf.-
hypnotic state with no apparent knowlsdge or feeling on the part of thas subject. «m %‘
Several experiments have shown that such "subjects handled peculisrities in their.

... posthypnotic activities by accepting them as congrous aspects of their behavior, .=\ -
: ‘~ (3) Such "agceptance®“of the antisocial act of lying might woll preclude any physi
5;;'; rnetim which would be{namable by, the polygraph. - _
T R L :
- 3 ‘' Tn'experimanta with the hypnotic and post-hypnotio production of antisocial behavior, ,
: attempts are often made by experimenters to break the induced stete of posthypnotic = |
armesia several deys after the experimental antigocial act or acts have been committed
by the subject. The accusations brought out in these interrogationa usually. arouse i
‘v: apparently righteous indignation * or disbelisef on the part of the "guilty® subject.
SXB .3, In one such experiment a young female subject had been induced under hypnosis to.. ¢w
o steal money. from the pocket of a stranger'e coat after awekening from her- trance.
ag{a5z¥75 (b) She was glven posthypnotic amneaia for the source of ths compulsion. - She stale
L the dollar .and later spent it, When confronted with the facts several days later
i aa=ahs did not belisve them, On the besls of her reactions the experimenter reported
k1 a8 £0110Wsi " "Thess coiments are included to indicate the difficulties a orosse |
gl examiner would meet in attempting to wring a confession {romra criminal hypnotic .
W subject, Miss A's manner betraysd not the subtlest evidence or consoifousness of - ’j:"*

Ftoe - gudlts, I cannot say, of ocu.rso, what might havv been her reaction.to a ue-datector -
g OF thierd—dograe mthoda. Mo e BRI T ‘,,{,,11',:“.9% s ,'
" ‘ e “'vx_u_- ) "’\\ ¥ ﬁi‘ l‘ .
%,&-g s "ubaequantly thia sub;)ect was again hypnotized and her armesia for thé inoident

... removed.  "Miss A was then asked whether shs thought she could in hypnosis be . .
I dnduced to commit more serious crimes--such as to steal inportant govarmmnt R
g‘ -}“ papers were she a secretary in Washington. ©She said, “Yes, I think so.'! She
P hsld to th.ia belief bot.h in the trance and normal states, '
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‘:"- 6o Training and Testing -- - In ocase posthypnotic compulsion were utilised in an attempt
Rl j;;‘ to circumvent lie detection, the neccasarily complete control over the hosthypnotiec -
%3~ behavior of a subject would require a period of intensive training and testing.

* Subjecte vary widsly in the hypnotisability. In other words, one person might show
o little initial resistance to trance induction but the operator might find that he
ii‘n . would show a great deal more rosistance to illusion creation or to one or more of '
Wk the standerd criteria for moasuring the depth of hypnosis. (Such criteria include (1) .,
s ~ hypnotic analgesia to painful stirmli, (2) mixed olfactory hallucinations, (3) age™ " SRS
i ‘'~ repression control, (hgspoathypnotic smesia,. (5) ability to cary out posthypnotio‘ —..e .2.3‘
;ﬁz;o i+ Buggestions and the rapid induction of trance through an unrelated posthypnotioc -
AL edgnal, (5) As pointed out, "To achieve the best results, one must uiilize ,1; et
_-““ characteristics of each subject. (6) Through patient experizentation .’
_:-w.jl.th devi mggeationl used to ciz"mpx}t .thc poi.nts of reaiata.nce, very deep -

el a"t"\“"‘ f"“"

IS

M-t



L

,‘t:.;:-'-. . - : . . ;'.:.

e :

"+ hypnosis can usually be obtained in a willing subject. 1t should then be possible

+.. to predict the effects which the subject's own pecullar peywonality and hypnotis- ... .
ability charscteristics will play in the posthypnotic state, The ultimate goal of

‘:3",,; .the training would be the crsation of a state of hypnotizability whereby the operator® "‘ i
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y‘eonseiouu lmawledge or memory of his incriminating ectivitles or connestions.
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" pould rapidly induce a posthypnotioc state in which the subject would have no xmmx
3
r
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+1 In addition to the ebove goal, it would be also poesible to induce in the subject
[ . & facility for autohypnosis, leslie M, LeCrom of Los Angeles,ststed that it is

“difficult to hypnotize onesclf at all doeply unless a post hypnotic suggestion hes
.:been given during hetero-induced h,ypnoais to the effect that the person can there- - ./

f
- 1
f

utter lmmoti:e himafl." (7) . , o g e
whp A "'*-; ,u.'h_r. ---"""‘{‘ “tz "‘ 3.4‘.\ '--:,:'f.’r"':- -

d. Detection of Posthypnotio St.ata by Polygraph - As far as polygraph detoction
};,t
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i “of the post hypnotic state itself is ooncerned, this ssems unlikely in the light of 1
.m. “the negative and inconclusive results of experiments conducted by True and Stephenson

.,;;,( ‘which correlated elsctroencephalogram, pulse md planter reflexes in hypnoaia with aga
;l“vregraaaion and induced emotional states. (8) :
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*:}, (1) . Cuae, Hen.ry "Posthypnotio Behavior and 2eraomlity," Poreonality, Vol. 1, 8 _,ﬁ»
g. 5 . No. 3’ NOVQ JSSI‘ P&ge 232. 3 _( . .
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¥ (2) Eatabrooku, 0.R., "The Possible Antisocial Uss of Hypnotsm, " PERSO!
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‘ ,;.(3) Cuse, op cit page 236. : '
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Bre man, Margarst, "Experi.mnta in the Hypnotic Production of Antiscoial and N
Selt-InJurioua Behavior, PoYCHIA'm!, Vol 3, No. 1 Feb h27, pp 90-51. ¥ ” 4 f‘"

B pnq Induced Emtiml States, " PERSOHALITI, Vol 1 No 3. Nov 51, pama 293.3_'-.
, Breman?, op cit, page 52 ""f' CoE EE e T ‘ e

-
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%

LeCrom, leslis M., "A Study of the HYPNOTIZADILITY of Hypnotists," PERSONALITY -
Vol 1, No 3, Nov 51, page 301l. .
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5 (a) True and Btephenson, op oit pp 252262
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