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become c1pher experts.” With-a few lectures on cxyptology by Captams Hf:rbert _ Yardley and __é_j vi.
Manly, plus two.wéeks at the Riverbank Laboramry studying’ undet Wﬂham and El_‘f‘f Fﬁ man, -
Childs left for Francé to_wm the AEF. Thlswasa retum 10 wm'time Ef

the ambulance corps two'years before ‘ w =

(8)} When he amved to h.lS surprise, Chlids was. na.med head of thc Gcmlan ( 1phcr Sectmn. %
found out later that it was a case of mistaken identity - there was another man Nty s who was
noted as an amateur cryptographer. - )

(U) However, Childs had natural cryptanalytxc ablhty He rccovered ‘the key-”‘" ol
cipher and demonstrated the weaknesses in an American code. He was alsoon’ ‘TLiais nty-
cryptanalysts when the Germans adopted an important new c1pher, and leameéhy warki I
allied bureau. o 2

(U) After the Armistice that ended the fighting, Childs spent a few munths work;in,g ES
Peace Conference with Herbert Yardley. However, he declined an offer to remain in mypwlugy_ Al
on to other duties. Eventually, he joined the consular service, and late in his pul:ﬂtc Qareer he sm@dﬁﬂ

ambassador to Saudi Arabia (1949-50) and as ambassador to. Ethmpm in 1950 - R

(U) In retirement, he went into a second career in belle lettres, wrmng beoks an Shakespeare :md e
Casanova, among others. . i

(U) J. Rives Childs passed away in 1987.

[(iEcwol| retired NSA: cryptanalyst-and editor)] =
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