THE NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY'S RELEASE OF
ALL ISSUES OF ITS TECHNICAL PERIODICAL,
‘CRYPTOLOG”

WHAT |S BEING RE LEASED?

The NationaSecuity Agency is eleasingall 136 issues of onef its longestiived
technical publicationLryptolog. This released collectioenconpasses well over a thousand
articles covering a cross-section of the discggdiand focus areas of the Agency, and is over
4,400 pages. This release ismarental not only internms of its size but &o in terns of the
broad spectrunof NSAfunctions and activitiethe release reveals.

WHAT IS NEW IN THIS RELEASE?

Cryptolog was created i1974 and was, acating to the edor, “a new \ehicle for tre
interchange of ideas on techrlisabjects.” Another editaralled it “a mx of technical,
expository, philosophical, fututis, argunentative and historicalrticles — with a light touch
here and there — there’s always an ktr two to engagthe reader.”

Issuef Cryptolog were published initially on a monthhasis, but in the final years of
its publication, were released armquarterly basis. There wate issues published in 1993 and
the final issue was released in Julyl6B7.

Never before has NSA taken on thiease of an ent collection, likeCryptolog, which
was designed for the interchangeadsas on technical subjects in a/lwvas origindly referred to
as the Operations side of NSA. While thewexe other s@ller specialized agazines, som
organization-based, s@subject-natter based, naall areas ad discipines were reqgsented,
and distributions were lifted. Cryptolog was created to iprove this situation by allowing for
the discussion of very specific subjects ia tmyptologic sphere, anits level ofinformal
exchange imited shat articles and lgerson any subject of interest. The releas€yiptolog
reveals informtion about operains at NSA over a period spanningne than 20 years with a
breadth nopreviougy seen in an I$A release.

WHY IS THIS MATE RIAL B EING RELEASED NOW?

In addition to other decsification initiatives, NSA/CSgeriodically conducts “Special
Topical Reviews” of categories of recordsglsias the Gulf of Tonkin, USS Liberty, UKUSA,
and nost recently, the Rablo incidem, and postshose recads to the NSA.gov websitéRast
responses tbISA’s Special Tojes releasdrom both the general plib and academ, have
been extremely positive. In choosing Special Topics, NSA pt&eto respond to subjects for



which there have been nerus requests for restv for declassification, as the case with the
release oCryptolog.

NSA is comnitted to Tanspareay and Openrss. The Agency recoges thathe sum
value of these docuents is sigificant to NSA'’s history and tthe public undetanding of our
functions andctivties.



