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Reference:07-02-2005-170455-010

I am writing concerning your e-mail message about the information the MOD holds
about UFO sightings. Your message has been passed to this department as we are the
focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

This department holds details of UFO sightings reported to the MOD and public
correspondence about UFOs (some of which also contain sighting reports) spanning a
25 year period. These records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in
the order in which they were received. In order to release information from these
documents we are required to redact all personal information about the people who
made the reports in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. As you are aware,
we have already released some information into the MOD Freedom of Information
Publication Scheme and we are currently compiling a database of reports which we
intend to add to the Publication Scheme at the end of June 2005. We are also looking
at what further documents we can add to the Publication Scheme in the near future.

In the meantime, if there is any particular information you are seeking, you are able to
make a request in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 either via the
same route as this request or directly to my address at the end of this message. Please
bare in mind that if a request exceeds the permitted £600 limit set for compliance with
the Freedom of Information Act and as provided by Section 12 of the Act, the
Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your request. You should therefore
be as specific as possible about the information you are seeking.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5" Floor, Zone H

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

e-mail: das-ufo-office@mod.uk

15" February 2005
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To be held by the help desk until allocation.
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant:_ Independent on Sunday

Case Number: 06-01-2005-140535-008 Expiry: 3 February 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

1. Findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged UFO sighting above
Craigluscar reservoir near Dunfermline, Fife.

2. Photograph of a UFO near Pitlochry, Perthshire in 1990.
3. All correspondence, (letters, memos, etc) between ministers and civil

servants relating to the incident at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in December
1980.

Case for release of information

1. A search of DAS files has produced some papers about this event. DAS
files contain no reply toﬁ_M of 28 February 1994, so DI55¢ were

consulted. They have confirmed that they have no additional records on their
s I

has not requested copies of the documents, so a
summary of these events has been provided in the attached draft letter.

2. The only photographs the MOD holds of UFO sightings are those sent to us
by members of the public. A search of our files covering 1990 has produced
some details about this event, including a record that the photographs sent to
the MOD were returned to The Scottish Daily Record. Details have been
included in the attached draft letter.

3. All of the papers the MOD holds on the Rendlesham Forest incident are
already available in the Publication Scheme. The only correspondence
between civil servants and Ministers about this event would be background
notes to PQs and it is not clear if this is what he is seeking. * has
been advised how to access this information in the Publication Scheme and if
he is seeking parliamentary correspondence, that he clarifies what specific
information he is seeking.

| attach a draft letter and background papers.



Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.
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From I \S@ N\
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information %5)1) -
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office @mod.
Your Reference
Independent on Sunday Our Reference
Independent House 06-01-2005-140535-008
191 Marsh Wall 133%&:
London ebruary 2005
E14 9RS

I am writing concerning your message dated 6 January in which you made a request under the
Freedom of Information Act for information about Unidentified Flying Object (UFO) sightings.
Your request has been passed to this department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of
Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

First you requested the findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged UFO sighting above
Craigluscar Reservoir near Dunfermline, Fife. Our records show that The Scottish Daily Record
contacted the MOD in February 1994 concerning a UFO sighting report and some photographs
that they had been sent by a member of the public. The individual reported travelling to
Craigluscar Reservoir on the afternoon of 19™ February 1994 to take some photographs of the
Reservoir to assist with a painting of the area. He heard a humming noise, turned towards the
Reservoir and saw a disc-like object, high in the sky, moving slowly in his direction. He described
the object as metallic, with several points of diffused light on its underside, inside a darker
coloured rim. He took two photographs before the object moved away to the west. Air defence
staff were consulted at the time and records show that there had been no unusual radar returns.
The photographs are not contained in our files and we assume they were returned to the Scottish
Daily Record.

You also requested a photograph of a UFO near Pitlochry, Perthshire in 1990. The MOD does not
produce photographs of UFO sightings. The only photographs the MOD holds are those which
members of the public very occasionally send to us with their sighting reports. If requested these
are returned to the individual, or if they do not want them returned, they are filed with the report
in our files. We have examined our records for 1990 and they contain no photographs relevant to
your request. However, we have a record that two members of the public contacted The Scottish
Daily Record to report a large diamond shape UFO hovering for about 10 minutes before
ascending vertically upwards at high speed. The witnesses said that during the sighting an RAF
aircraft believed to be a Harrier was in the area. The sighting was over Calvine, 20 miles north of
Pitlochry at 2100 hours on 4 August 1990. A number of colour photographs were taken and
passed to The Scottish Daily Record, who in turn sent the negatives to the MOD. These were
considered at the time and it was concluded that the jet was a Harrier. No definite conclusions
were reached regarding large diamond-shaped object. Our records show that the original negatives
were returned to The Scottish Daily Record.



Finally, you asked for correspondence between ministers and civil servants relating to the incident
at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in December 1980. The MOD papers on this incident are already
published in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme on the internet and can be
viewed at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under ‘Rendlesham Forest’ will take you directly to
these documents. We are not aware of any specific internal correspondence about this incident
which has not already been released. It is normal practice for officials to brief Ministers as to the
background of parliamentary business, for example, when answering specific parliamentary
questions. If this is the type of information you are seeking, it would be useful if you could
clarify the information you are particularly searching for.

I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,



O (9"0"" 200S— gcs 3 S- OO?
'/ ) py i
tﬁkyau&Ar-— E f Cﬁsi
From: ; on behalf of Info-Access-Office
Sent: 06 January 2005 16:05
To: !!g!!!g!ﬁg!lll.
Subject: : ORMATION REQUEST

Categories: FOI Request

————— Original Message-----

From: feedback@www.mod.uk [mailto:feedback@www.mod.uk]
Sent: 06 January 2005 13:03

To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted on Thursday, January 6,
2005 at 13:02:34

FirstName

LastName:

occupation: Journalist
Company: Independent on Sunday
Addressl: Independent House
Address2: 191 Marsh Wall

City: London

Zip: E14 9RS

Country: United Kingdom

e-mail: !@independent .co.uk

preferred format: hardcopy

infosubject: Findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged UFO sighting above
Craigluscar reservoir near Dunfermline, Fife. /9 ﬁd»uawy!ﬂQQ

. Photograph of a UFO near Pitlochry, Perthshire in 1990

JAll correspondence, (letters, memos, etc) between ministers and civil servants
relating to the incident at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in December 1980.

submit: Send Form
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From: DI55B on behalf of DI 55-B
Sent: 25 January 2005 16:04

To: I
Ce: I 0! 5CR-CG AD; DI BCR-CG2; DAS-FOI

Subject: RE: Freedom of Information Request UFOs.

Importance: Low

I have looked through the files | hold for record of a reply by IR 1994 and can find no
coresspondence. | spent half an hour searching (B2 grade).

Original Message-----
Eron S
Sent: anuary 2005 14:43

To: DI 55-B

C- S
Subject: Freedom of Information Request UFOs.

Please see the email below from

u have any information regarding the alleged
u M. Please note that
possible.

Could you please check your records/files to see if
UFO sighting and if there is any record of a reply from
@ked for a reply (or nil return) as soon as

Thank you.

From:

Sent: 21 January 2005 12:36
B
Subject: Freedom of Information Request UFOs.

We have received a FOI request from the Independent on Sunday for the following:

“ Findings of an MOD investigation into an alleged UFO sighting above Craigluscar reservoir near
Dunfermline, Fife.”

| have found a Ll /Sec(AS)12/1) dated 28 February 1994 from ec(AS)2a) to
Wing Command%&) regarding some photographs and sketches of this UFO sent in by a
reporter with the Scottish Daily Record. uesting Wg Cdr!gl@on these. There is
no record of a reply from Wg Cdr iles, so if your files are available for this period | would
be grateful if someone could see i

Saturday 19t February 1994.

02/02/2005
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-

. The request is due to be answered by 3 February, so | would be grateful for a response (or nil return)
as soon as possible.

Regards

AS-FOI
5t Floor, Zone H:I:I

MB

02/02/2005
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Part H - UFO Reports v
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Part N - UFO Reports v

Part G — UFO Correspondence v’
Partl - UFO Correspondence
Part O - UFO Correspondence .~
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D/Sec(AS)12/Z Part R - UFO Correspondence



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5" Floor, Zone H,
Main Building, Whitehall
LONDON SWI1A 2HB

Telephone: (Direct dial)_
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax

CHOts address: DAS-FOI

E-Mail: | I @ mod.uk

FAX MESSAGE

TO: TNT Archive Services
SUBJECT: URGENT Recall of Files
DATE: 21 January 2005

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 2

URGENT REQUEST FOR FILES

The attached files are urgently required for return to this office in
order to answer enquiries in accordance with the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

Please acknowledge receipt of this request by telephone or e-mail
to the address above.

If these files can not be immediately located please telephone me
immediately.



‘I. e TRAMNMSMISSIONM REPORT 33

SID : Number : Date
Date/Timne 21-81 16:29
Dialled number
Durat. 8’32"
Mode NORMAL
Pages 2
Status Correct

From,
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5% Floor, Zone H
Main Building, Wh
LONDON SWI1A 2HB

FAX MESSAGE

TO: TNT Archive Services
SUBJECT: URGENT Recali of Flles
DATE: 21 January 2005

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 2

Information

URGENT REQUEST FOR FILES

The attached files are urgently required for return to this office in
order to answer enquiries in accordance with the Freedom of

Act 2000.

Please acknowledge receipt of this request by telephone or e-mail
to the address above.

If these files can not be immediately located please telephone me
immediately.

21-A1-85 16:29
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The National Archives
UFO Craigluscar Reservoir
Copies of a UFO reported at Craigluscar Reservoir in Scotland 19 February 1994 including a drawing at p21 showing the object.
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-~ LOOSE MINUTE
)
Q/Sec(AS)IZ/l

28 Feb 1994 , J T

orsse - vg ca: [N

UF0 SIGHTING OVER CRAIGLUSCAR RESERVOIR

1. I was approached last week by a reporter from the Scottish Daily Record,
who asked my advice with regard to some UFO photographs that had been sent in by
a member of the public. I subsequently managed to acquire these photographs,
together with a statement from the witness, and some sketches that he had made.

I have attached this material for your consideration.
2. I have spoken to the witness, a? (tel no. [ NNEG_
The following details, which were not in his original statement, may be of use:

- He appeared genuine, and rather disappointed at the way in which the paper
eventually ran the story, which he saw as frivolous (I do not have a copy of
this, but believe it was printed today). He did not appear to know anything
about UFOs, and aside from his own experience, expressed no interest in the
subject. I do not believe that he sought or received any payment from the

nevspaper. e

-~ The camera used was an old SLR model, a Chinon CS. The film used was a 200
ASA.

- The alleged incident took place at approximately 3.15pm.

- He estimated that the object was approximately the size of a jumbo jet, and
came down to a height of around 300 feet AGL.

3. It seems to me that this case is either a hoax, or something very
interesting indeed.

4, The Daily Record have already asked me for my views, and I have deployed
the standard line that our initial consideration of the photos has produced no
obvious explanation, but that we are now having a more detailed look. As word
of this case spreads (Some of the UFO lobby are already aware of the story) we
may come under increasing pressure.

5. I would be grateful for your views on this case, with particular
reference to the photograph of. the object at close range.

_ il KAE Pagiae nbe e Sec(AS)2a




DAILY RECORD 002
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII fb#kﬁfqé; E;\
"3—-..____‘_-_

On the afternoon of Seturday, 19th. February, 1994, I drove to Craigluscar
Reservoif, Just outside Dunfermline, in order to take some photographs of that
area., 1 am an amateur artist, and wanted the photographs to sesist me in producing
a painting of the recervoir. I am a member of the loeal engling club who stock and
have the fishing rights of this water,:Alresady having taken photographs there in
the summer, I wanted to have several of the landecape in winter.

1 fook a number of photographs as,l walked along the bank of the reservoir,
end was looking eastwards at the furthest point of the reservoir, and pondering
whether I should teke some photographs looking east, awsy from the water. I became
gware of what 1 can only describe as a,kind of humming noise, such as that from

high voltage power lines: 1 also felt very, uneasy, and turned slowly towards the

reservoir.

Fairly high in the air, and coming slowly in my direction, was a dise-
like object, which was definitely an aircraft, I was holding my camera in my hand,
but felt qnéble-tn use it. 1 have never experienced . such a feeling before; I did
not.THINK»dr‘taking aAshut.,In retraspect, it seems there must ha#e been some kind
of cémpulsiuﬁ. I was concentrating on the craft, yet not reaslly absorbing whet was

happening. At that point, I was very afrsid., But I now realise that the fear
péssad,'and wag replaced by & sense of "gelaxed resignationm. (I dnn;t havé.better |
words to describe it.)

I later realised that I must have been looking at whatever it was, for more
than fifteen minutes. The craft csme .close enough for me to see that it was
definitely metallic, and had several points of diffused light on its wunderside,

inside a darker coloured "rim",

As the craft began to move away, .all sense of the feelings which had stayec
my hend, diseppeared. I raised my camera, and took two photographs. The craft's
aceeleration was phenomenal - By the time I'd wound the film on between the twc

shots, it was a mere dot in the sky to the west, There was no noise at sll, apart

from the "buzzing” when it was nesr to me.

T e

I know nothing at all about "U.F.0.'s", and the subject does not interest me. Bui
nothing of what I caw or experienced, was "in my imagination™. Of that, I ar
certain. Leter that day, I telephoned R.A.F. Piteavie, to enquire as to whethe:
there had been any unusual air activity that day. 1 was told there had not been.

am an eircraft enthusiast myself, and pride myself in their recognition. [ knos

that what I saw was no conventional agircraft.
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AA/TH

23 February 1994

!ecretariat IAir Staff)

2A Room 8245
MOD

Main Building
Whitehall
LONDON
SW1A 2HB

-

Scottish
Daily Record
& Sunday Mail Ltd.

Anderston Quay Glasgow G3 8DA

Telephone 041-248 7000
Direct Line 041-242
Fax 041

Please find enclosed prints and artist's drawings of the UFO which we talked
about today. ‘I would be grateful for your comments and assessment of these

at your earliest convenience.

Thanks for your help with this.

Yours sincerely @

Picture Editor ~—

PY . T owlh o want J.%}Wmmlm;

A Company registered in Scotland No. 12921
Registered Office 40 Anderston Quay Glasgow G3 8DA



rsimpson
UFO Report Calvine 
MoD papers covering a UFO report from Calvine, Scotland, in 1990, that included photographs showing a large unidentified triangular UFO accompanied by two Harrier jets, released in response to a FOI request. See also p10-11


R
i

‘w.‘.pj\cgs: " This one plus one

oL

Daily Record

Anderston Quay Glasgow G3 8DA

* Telephone 041-248 7000

Direct Line 041-242 3
Fax 041-

= FAX Nc/:.:'"'

 Attached text as discussed this morning.

" Picture Editor

Scottish Daily Record & Sunday Mail Ltd.

A Company registered in Scotland No, 12921
Registered Qffice 40 Anderston Quay Glesgow G3 8DA
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Loose Minute

D/Sec(AS)12/2

14 September 1990

APS/US of S(AF)

Copy to:
Head of Sec(
DD GE/AEV
DDPR (RAF)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT - SCOTTISH DAILY RECORD

1. US of S(AF) may wish to be aware that the Scottish Daily Record may run
a story regarding an alleged sighting of a UFO near Pitlochrie in early August.
Such stories are not normally drawn to the attention of Ministers and the MoD
press office invariably responds to questions along well-established lines
emphasising our limited interest in the UFO phenomenon and explaining that we
therefore do not have the resources to undertake any in-depth investigations
into particular sightings. On this occasion however, the MoD has been provided
with six photographic negatives of an alleged UFO by the Scottish Daily Record
and has been asked for comments almost certainly for inclusion in a forthcoming
story. For this reason it is felt that US of S(AF) should be made aware of the
background and the line adopted by the DDPR(RAF) in responding to the newspaper.

2. The photographs, which were received on 10 Sept, are alleged to have
been taken near the A9 road at Clavine, north of Pitlochrie on the evening of 4
August. They show a large stationary, diamond-shaped object past which, it
appears, a small jet aircraft is flying. The negatives have been considered by
the relevant staffs who have established that the jet aircraft is a Harrier (and
also identified a barely visible second aircraft, again probably a Harrier) but
have reached no definite conclusion regarding the large object. It has also
been confirmed that there is no record of Harriers operating in the area at the
time at which the photographs are alleged to have been taken. The negatives
have now been returned to the Scottish Daily Record.

3. In consultation with DDPR(RAF) it has been agreed that the attached
lines to take should be used in responding to the Scottish Daily Record. These
are consistent with the position adopted in the replies to the many public and
occasional parliamentary enquiries on the subject of UFOs.

Sec(AS
MB8245




SCOTTISH DAILY RECORD - PHOTOGRAPHS OF UFO

DEFENSIVE LINES TO TAKE:

- Have looked at photographs, no definite conclusions
reached regarding large diamond-shaped object.

— Confident that jet aircraft is a Harrier.

- Have no record of Harriers operating in location at
stated time/date.

- No other reports received by MoD of unusual air
activity or sightings at location/date/time.

IF PRESSED

Who in MoD studied pictures?

— All sighting reports (including on occasion
photographs/drawings etc) received by MoD are referred to
the staff in the departments which are responsible for
air defence of UK who examine them as part of their
normal duties.

Other reports of UFOs from Scotland?

- UFO reports from Scotland are rare.
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Case Number: 12-01-2005-153628-029 Expiry: 9 February 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:
Please let me have details of Unidentified Flying Objects: MOD’s policy
statement on alleged UFO phenomenon, and reports which have been
released to the public from as far back as possible.
Case for release of information

—has been advised of the MOD’s policy on UFOs and told where
she can access released information, both in the MOD FOI Publication
Scheme and at The National Archives. We have told the applicant that we are
compiling a database of UFO reports for future publication in the PS.

Please see attached a draft reply.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.



Reference: 12-01-2005-153628-029

| am writing concerning your Freedom of Information request for the Ministry of Defence
policy on alleged ‘unidentified flying object’ phenomenon and reports which have been
released to the public. Your request has been passed to this department as we are the focal
point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if | explain that the Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or
role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise
of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. | should add that to
date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged
phenomena. Any reports of UFO sightings the MOD receives are examined solely to establish
whether what was seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is any
evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or
unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom
from an external military source, and to date no 'UFQ' report has revealed such evidence, we
do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it is
possible that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be
found for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification
service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond
our specific defence remit.

With regard to the records the MOD holds of such reports, these are kept on paper files in the
order in which they are received and this department currently has such records spanning a
25 year period. These records are not held electronically, but are filed on paper files in the
order in which they were received. In order to assist members of the public with enquiries
about UFO sightings reported to the MOD, this department is currently compiling a database
of reports which we intend to publish in the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme
at the end of June 2005. The Scheme which already contains some documents about UFOs,
including a class of information on the well known events at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in
December 1980, can be found on the internet at http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under ‘UFO’
will direct you to this information. In addition, there are MOD files on UFOs which are open
to the public at The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. The National
Archives on line catalogue and details of how to access these records can be found on their

website at http://www.nationalarchives.gov. uk.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main
Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information
Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the
MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of
the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5" Floor, Zone H, 0|

Main Building

Whitehall

London



‘ SW1A 2HB

das-ufo-office @ mod.uk

R February 2005
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ,
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office @mo
Your Reference
_ Our Reference
Enniskillen I0)5-t01—2005-144546-047
ate
ouaty Fermanagh 14 March 2005

pear IR

Thank you for your letter dated 17 February concerning contact details for the UFO group
mentioned in my last letter. I apologise for not replying sooner.

The UFO group which passed us details of reports from their members was the Nottingham and
Derbyshire branch of the British UFO Research Association. The individual who corresponded
with us used his home address which I am unable to provide in accordance with the Data

Protection Act 1998. However, you may wish to be aware that BUFORA have a website where
their address is given as BM BUFORA, London, WCIN 2XX, e-mail:enquiries@bufora.org.uk.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely,




ENNISKILLEN,
County Fermanagh,
N.Ireland.

17 Feb. 05 Your Reference:
05-01-2005-144546-047

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your reply of the 1°* Feb. Could you please send
me the address of the UFO group you mentioned who reported
their members seeing the Triangular UFO between 18:00 on
the 4" March 98 to 06:00 on the 5" March 98 as | wish to
contact them to find out more and compare notes.

Yours Faithfully,

DAS
102No.
< TTn 05

|FILE




AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Case Number: 05-01-2005-144546-047 Expiry: 2 February 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

| would like the details of all the reported Triangular UFO sightings between
March 1% 1998 and the end of April 1998.

Case for release of information

We have searched all of the available UFO report and correspondence files
for 1998 and the only reports of Triangular UFO sightings are the report

made himself, one in London and one that we were informed of
by a UFO group (BUFORA). _has only asked for the details (not
copies) so these have been included in the attached draft letter. Personal data
has not been included, so no redaction is necessary.

It should be noted that this request would have been completed on
12" January 2005 but TNT have been searching for one of the files
(D/Sec(AS)64/3 Part O — UFO Correspondence) which | requested on
5™ January. Today (01 February 2005) TNT have informed me that they are
unable to locate this file. This information has therefore been supplied without
any relevant information which may be contained in this file. The letter to

has been drafted to reflect the fact that we have provided all the
available information.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.



' [
1
g

From SN

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office @mod-
Your Reference
_ Our Reference
Enniskillen ]())5101-2005-144546-047
County Fermana ate
Northgrn Ilrelandgh Jo- February 2005

e
Release of Information

Your correspondence dated 30™ December 2004 concerning reported Triangular UFO sightings
between 1% March 1998 and the end of April 1998 has been considered to be a request for
information in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

We have examined all our available UFO reports and correspondence files for the period you have
stated and have found a total of three reports which are relevant to your request. One of these was
the report you made on 10 April 1998. The details of the other two are as follows;

1800 on 4 March 1998 to 0600 on 5 March 1998

The MOD did not directly receive any UFO reports, but a UFO group informed us that they had
received reports from some of their members. There were several different descriptions of what
was seen but some of these described the object as being a dull grey or black triangular object,
about the size of a conventional passenger jet, or smaller, with panelling or grooves underneath.
Some of those reporting this described a low rumbling noise and others, no apparent engine noise.
These sightings were between Mansfield (Nottinghamshire) and Shirebrook (Derbyshire).

0100 to 0430 on 16 April 1998

MOD received a report of a large triangular object with flashing green and red lights seen in the
area of Regents Park and Baker Street, London. Enquiries revealed that there was a Search and
Rescue helicopter in the area involved in the movement of a casualty to St Mary’s Hospital.

I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6™ Floor, MOD Main
Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
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ENNISKILLEN,
County Fermanagh,
N.Ireland

dhotmail.com

30" Dec 2004

Dear Sir,

| would like the details of all the reported Triangular UFO sightings
between March 1% 1998 and the end of April 1998.

Yours Faithfully,




Ministry of Defence,

Directorate of Air Staff-Freedom of Information
5" Floor, Zone H

Main Building,

London,

"SW1A 2HB
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REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

1. Date, Time and
Duration of Sighting _16 Apr 98
between 0100A & 0430A

ANNEX A TO
SOP 502

2. Description of Object -
One, large triangular object with
flashing (green & red) lights

3. Location (outdoor

/moving)

4. How observed - naked eye

5. Direction 1n which object first
seen

Southerly

6. Angle of Sight (Estimated
heights are unreliable)

7. Distance (By reference to
a known landmark)

8. Movements (Changes in 5,6 & 7
may be of more use than
estimates of course and speed)

9. Met conditions during
observations - Clear

10. Nearby objects

11. To whom reported - military




12. Name and Address of Informant
Name
Address

13. Background of informant that
may be volunteered

14. Other Witnesses

15. Date, 16 Apr from 0100 to 0300

16. Any Unusual Meteorological
Conditions

17. Remarks

A number of reports from the area of
Regents Park/Baker St. After
checking with W Drayton & Kinloss it
turned out to be a SAR Helo involved
in casualty evac/movement for St
Marys' Hosp

Date: Aug 97— AM 74

Distribution:

Chots address:

SEC(AS)2Al1A
DI55C

ADGE1

NB. Note that the format of this form accords

o7

ACo$70

w1!! CleOl formats
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From: Secretariat(Air Staff)2a1a, Room 8245, i
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, i &/
Main Building, Whitehall, London. SW1A 2HB e

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
{Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)

Your reference

Chapel en le Frith, e nSY /64 /3
Stockport, 04; (AS)/64/
Cheshire. |C+ April 1998

w [

1. Thank you for your letter of 17 March.

2. I have looked back through our sighting report files and have
found that no reports were received by the Ministry of Defence for
4/5 March in the Nottinghamshire or Derbyshire areas.

Yours Si




B.U.F.O.R.A.

(BRITISH, UNIDENTIFIED, FLYING, OBJECT, RESEARCH, ASSOCIATION)

SeECreTaiaT B sTARE Yo Ve
Room guus, .
MURIA TR Al Chapel-en—le-Frlth,

H]

VO T E HALL, High Peak,
[ - MD&—'\J‘
St A CARE
Tetephone N

1 7 MAR 1,  Dear SirMadame;

i Recently I have been asked on behalf of a number of members of
the public to find possible explanations for a sighting of an unidentified ariel nature, this sighting was
witnessed by over thirty persons to date, and I have included a brief concerning these sightings upon
the page following this letter.

If you were aware of any further reports, possibly connected to these reports- that you can pass onto
myself, then I would be most grateful to receive these.

Further if you or your staff were aware of any possible causes that may account for these reports, then
I would be most grateful to hear of any such ideas, that you may have.

Finally, 1 am aware that there was a laser display operating within the area of Mansfield, upon the
night that the sighting reports concern, from my inquiries- I have eliminated many of the reported
sightings that this display has already caused, though I still have thirty plus reports that I cannot
identify as being connected to the display, some of these may turn out to be mis identified aircraft in
time.

Thankyou for all your help and assistance, please attend to this inquiry when time permits!




The majority of reports received from the telephone enquiries, if believed to be associated with the
other reports- concern an unusual object with a triangular form, three edge white lights, with no
apparent noise, sighted flying between Mansfield (Nottinghamshire) and (Shirebrook) Derbyshire,
from the evening of the 4/3/98 to the morning of the 5/3/98, by thirty plus persons.

Other details concerning the reports are as follows;

1. A very intensely bright blue-white light when first sighted, this light appears to be formed from the
three edge light sources upon the object, due to the viewers’ position at the time of the sighting.

2. A dull grey or black triangular object, about the size of a conventional passenger jet, or smaller,
with panelling or grooves upon its underportion,

3. Within these grooves appears many smaller white lights, arranged within rows.

4. Several witness report green and orange navigational lights steady in luminosity and located close
to these grooves.

5. Some witness' report what could be perceived as a shadow reflection of ground lighting, reflected
away from the clouds above the object, by its passing.

6. The object appears to have no apparent engine noise, except for a time when the object appears to
power up ready for a rapid departure towards the Shirebrook area.

7. The object has either a diamond or triangular shape to itself, reports similar to this shape, have
been reported across Derbyshire recently.

8. The object was observed as moving slowly across the Mansfield area at trectop level passing over
several witnesses in their cars, before moving off at rapid speed towards Shirebrook.

9. The object was sighted in one instance as having a glowing rear, similar to a heat signature from a
jet, similarly several received reports have noted a helicopter sighted as following the same
flightpath of the object shortly afterwards.

10. The object appears to have been flying around from 18:00 hrs, on Wednesday 3™ to about 06:00
hrs on Thursday 4th, with periods whereby the object was sighted darting constantly around the
area all night, whereas, the first report has the object as grounded close to pylons near the
Blidworth area of Nottinghamshire.

11. In one instance a report was received whereby prior to the sound of the low rumbling/powering up
sound, a brilliant flash was reported to be seen coming from the area of the craft, this lit up the sky,
before the object disappeared.

12. These details match other reported sightings from other groups around the areas of Derbyshire and
Nottinghamshire.

13. One witness described how the object had “upwards swept wingtips”?

OTHER REPORTS RECEIVED HAVE NOT BEEN INCLUDED WITHIN THIS BRIEF AT
PRESENT.

compILED BY|JJ§B.uFoRr A"



Persons wishing to report an unusual sighting, or to enquire for any information concerning this
subject may contact myself at; -

THE “BRITISH, UNIDENTIFIED, FLYING, OBJEC,T RESEARCH, ASSOCIATION”

DERBYSHIRE AND NOTTINGHAMSHIRE INVESTIGATIONS COORDINATOR;

T [———
_HAPEL—EN—LE—FRITH, HIGH PEAK,_
or reLepson: I

The group has 326 investigators in both the U.K and the world.

The group operates upon a professional and unbiased opinion, that all witness”
reports require logical, rational investigation to attain possible logical explanations
as to the cause of the witness” sightings.

WITNESS' PERSONAL DETAILS ARE NEVER RELEASED AND ARE PROTECTED
UNDER THE DATA PROTECTION ACT, A COPY OF WHICH IS AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST.
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From: _Secretariat(Air Staff)2a1a, Room B245,

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE WAy,
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
— {Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax}

Your reference

Our reference

Enniskillen, D/Sec(AS)/64/3
Co Fermanagh. Date
2 3 April 1998

NORTHERN IRELAND

b [

1. Thank you for your. postcard in which you have described an
unexplained aerial sighting observed on 10 April from your back
garden. This office is the focal point within the Ministry of
Defence for correspondence relating to “unidentified £flying
objects" and I have been asked to reply.

2. First I should explain that the Ministry of Defence examines
any reports of "unidentified flying objects" it receives solely to
establish whether what was seen might have some defence
significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the UK
Air Defence Region might have been compromised by hostile or
unauthorized foreign military activity.

3. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United
Kingdom from an external military source, and to date no "UFO"
report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify
the precise nature of each sighting reported to us. We believe
that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural
phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for
this purpose, but it 1is not the function of the MOD to provide
this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an
inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do so.

4. With regard to your particular observation, I have looked
back through our sighting report files and can confirm that we
received no other reports of "UFO" sightings for 10 April from
anywhere Northern Ireland, and we are satisfied that there 1is no
corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom's
airspace was breached by unauthorised military aircraft.

Yous ey,




s an e ALY
(N
"‘”;,, kS
\) Gl T VO z\i‘\f\} L
[E

(’ Yol X \\ (X“Q\Qx\«\ &&A\‘ ARAA k \"\\
N N Qok Graned Loc \<x‘vm5
ﬁ ARG K‘A A \-‘L B "\k{\i:« Oy Bl ‘(& y'd\\ R q\‘;\ ‘%S‘lk\’ "~

e\ b

W ¥
ff\éx'\tk\: 5 B & % w\\N U QAW\'\&. s\us,\:\:t\ e\ €\
% 5 &an =, ¢\ \ng
O T S I L T S (S o N0k
il &\‘\L.u\'a A \»i‘ x\u‘t\\-l.n‘.\ Y fdok Coxe s 'k"ﬁ»x E Souk
> DL E AT
WG e W AR adcex X Wi N

U TSI X TG WA \\i& el S 3\&\,\\“




Page 1 of 1

’
. o
AN

rrom: [

Sent: 05 January 2005 16:49

To: R co.uk

Subject: Internet-authorised: Request for retrieval of archived files

Dear Sir / Madam

Please could you return the following files to me from your archives. These are needed urgently to answer a
Freedom of information request for information.

MOD FILE REFERENCE PART TITLE

D/Sec(AS)64/2 G UFO Reports v
D/Sec(AS)64/2 H UFO Reports v
D/Sec(AS)64/3 L UFO Correspondence Y
D/Sec(AS)64/3 - M UFO Correspondence v
D/Sec(AS)64/3 N UFO Correspondence v
D/Sec(AS)64/3 8] UFO Correspondence
D/Sec(AS)64/3 P UFO Correspondence v

My UIN is full postal is:

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information

5t Floor

J

Main Building
Whitehall
London
SW1A 2HB

Please give me a call if there are any problems on_

farkt O wissing. TTelplonodd oS u/./a,oos Guery No. 31063
T

Spet bo wmi?lfflws'%‘*wwm“’;ﬂ‘ H’?’MM
Colk wa B affbncons (034

07/01/2005
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Fromi

Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office@mod.

Your Reference

Our Reference
01-01-2005-122722-017

Stonelel
gh Date
| January 2005

Surrei

I am writing concerning your freedom of information request for information about Unidentified
Flying Objects (UFOs). Your request has been passed to this department as we are the focal point
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the MOD does not have any expertise or role in respect of
'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial
lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the MOD knows
of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. The MOD
examines any reports of 'UFQ' it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have
some defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's
airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is
evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external military source, and to date
no "UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of
each reported sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights
or natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide
this kind of aerial identification service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit.

With regard to your particular request, I can inform you that the MOD does not generally
investigate reports of UFO sightings. Reports provided to us are examined, but consultation with
air defence staff and others as necessary is considered only where there is sufficient evidence to
suggest a breach of UK air space. The vast majority of reports we receive are very sketchy and
vague. Only a handful of reports in recent years have warranted further investigation and none
revealed any evidence of a threat. All the reports and correspondence we receive is filed on paper
files in the order in which it was received. No separate record is kept of any particular type of
report. These records are not held electronically. As we currently have files which span a 25 year
period, I hope you will appreciate that to supply copies of all of these records would exceed the
£600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act as provided by Section 12 of
the Act and the Ministry of Defence is not therefore obliged to comply with your request. If
however, you would like to be more specific or refine your request we may be able to assist you.

You also asked for the minutes of any internal departmental committees. There have been no
“committees” within the MOD to discuss UFOs. In August 1950 a Working Party was set up to
investigate flying saucer phenomenon. The report was presented to a meeting of the
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Joint Technical Intelligence Committee who decided that “the document should be regarded as the
final report and, in view of the conclusions the Working Party should be dissolved”. All of the
documents of the Flying Saucer Working Party are now held in The National Archives, Kew,
Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. The National Archive online catalogue and details of how to
access records can be found on their website at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. In addition
the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party dated June 1951 can be viewed on the MOD
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at http://www.foi.mod.uk. Please search under
“UFO” and then under “Report” to navigate to this document.

Finally, you asked for any reports made to Ministers or other Governments or international
agencies on UFOs. We are not aware of any specific reports made to Ministers or other
Governments about UFOs. However, it is normal practice for officials to brief incoming
Ministers as to the background of parliamentary business and for example, when answering
specific parliamentary questions. If this is the type of information you are seeking, again it would
be helpful if you could clarify the information you are particularly searching for.

We are unaware of any records when other Governments or international agencies have sought to
discuss UFO issues with the UK. However, our files indicate that in September 1978, at the 33™
Session of the United Nations General Assembly, the Grenadian delegation sought to establish a
working group of the UN to evaluate UFO reports. The British delegation did not think that such
an agency was appropriate to the function of the UN and did not support this proposal.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact this department
in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by
contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,




From: I

Sent: 04 January 2005 12:30

To: !!gelgggéEFlllll

Subject: : FORMATION REQUEST
Categories: FOI Request

The request below has been logged. You can find it in My Group's Unassigned Cases.
Please accept it as discussed earlier on the phone.

04-01-2005-122722-017

Grateful if you could upload this email when you start processing it.

————— Original Message-----

From: feedback@www.mod.uk [mailto:feedback@www.mod.uk]
Sent: 01 January 2005 19:53

To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted on Saturday, January 1,
2005 at 19:52:54

FirstName

occupation: enter your occupation
Company: your company/organisation
Addressl

Address2

City: Stoneleigh

State: Surrey

Country: United Kingdom

telephone: enter your telephone number
preferred format: hardcopy

infosubject: Dear MOD Freedom of Information Officer

3 (' J)‘é.ﬁ ci»&o/( W
/D NoO
I would like to receive from you the file containing the MOD's investigations into Luﬁ )
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs), including minutes of any internal departmental—’FikwﬂyﬁaL
committees set up in the ministry or its predecessor departments, and any reports made
to ministers or other Governments or international agencies on UFOs. _ .

I am making this application under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

I am happy to correspond by e-mail or telephone, and would accept the information in
electronic format, if available in that form originally. I look forward to hearing

1



Y

..from you promptly and in any case within 20 working days, as required under the FOI

‘iii
sincerely

Stoneleigh
Surrey

submit: Send Form



REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE e T
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SWIA 2HB

Telephone 01-218-)|rect Dizlling)

01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

PARLIAMENTARY LUNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
. FOR DEFENCE FOR THE ROYAL AIR FORCE

AF/IW 562/77 & December 1977

~.

p N
\Bew-

I am replying to the letter which you seni to Lord

on 8th December with a letter from Mr§

f Lancing, Sussex on the subject
of flying saucers. .

I am afraid that I can give you no immediate guidance
on the form any investigation into flying saucers might
take as a result of the recent debate in the' United Nations
Organisation) All I can suggest is that your constituent
should address his enquiries to the Organisation itself.

I am sorry I canmnot be more helpful.

House of Commons
London
SW1A OAA



The National Archives
FCO UN UFO Debate
Copies of Foreign and Commonwealth Office papers on the United Nations UFO debates of 1977-78, released in response to a FOI request in 2005.


REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

APS/US of S(RAF)
- L. The Foreign Office might have given us some indication when they trans-

ferred these papers of the line they have taken at the United Natiane O .o
sation. You will recall from the press reports that a dega:ebizlzg§d2;§??}‘
f}ying objects has been held there recently at the request of the Prime Hhied
Minister of Grenada. However, we have tracked down a Mr in the Ene
Science and Space Department of FCO who tells us (and, I hopey will confir;gy’
in writing) that a UN resolution calling for an investigation into UFOs has
been shelved indefinitely. The UK did not support the resolution, the view
being that such an investigation would bring the UN into disrepute: Matter
now rest, I bhelieve, on the understanding that countries interested in a UFO8
investigation should pool their resources.

2e Mr’does not seem to be particularly interested in his constituent's
request - I suggest a reply as attached. v

\4 December 1977




LETTER FROM US of S(RAF) to RICHARD LUCE ESQ MP

1. . I am replying to the letter which you sent to Lord

8 December with a letter from Mr-of'

Lanéing, Sussex
on the subject of flying saucers.

2. I can give you no immediate guidance on the form any investigation into

flying saucers might take as a result of the recent debate in the United
Nations Organisaticn. All I can suggest is that your constituent should

address his enquiries to the Organisation itself.




f\.’i?N!STEY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A2HB

‘ . -Telephone 013307522772 1 8-

A Your tefeyence
(3 o
Energy, !cience & Space Dept.

Our reference
Toreien & Commonwealth Office - D/s4(Air)8/3
Dowming St (Bast)
Tondon SW1A 2AT,

Date

/ll December 1977

<t

iu, gg Y-
Dear tir (N -

We spoke earlier today about the United Nations resolution .
concerning an investigstion into Unidentified Flying CObjects.

2. Since we reed to adviss our Minister
connection with a Parlismentary Enquiry, I
if you would confirm that ny understending
stated below, is corrects-

on this subject in
should be very grateful
of the situation, as

= The resolution has been shelved indefinately, and it
was suggested that countries interested in co-ordinating
investigations should pool their resources. ‘

b. The UK did not support, nor wish 4o be associated with
the resolution, it being considered that participation in
such an investigation could bring the United Fations into
disrepute,

Yours sincerely




-:REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUI\/IENT |
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AGOG OVER | |
UNOUFO’s

By HE\IRY MILLER
in New York :

: ‘VHILE some members -

dozed, others joked and

- still others did their best
" to conceal their incredulity,

-ths United Nations Special

- Political . Committce for-

© mally took up the question-

~ objects.

) |
i
- |
| :
l |
“ ]
! i
|
z 1
.
i
-
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“Eric said:

of  unidentified Hymg

" ‘They did so at the insngamn
of Sir Eric Gairy, Prime Mic-
ister of Grenada, who has been .
campaigning for two years to’
promote an official U.N, study on -
the issue. .

He called it *the fulfilment
of my very high expectation®
and added: “ The world is look-
ing on.” . .

Although the world s more‘
likely to consider that the 149-
nation body has mors serions
matters with which to occupy
itself, the committee nonethe-
less agreed to devote meare,
debate to the topic today. :

Sir ¥Eric, who fatersperses

-religious thoughts into his mus

ings on UF O, opened the
debate by saying: “A UiN.
study will not infringe on the
sovercignity of any aatioa. We
have the backing of many scien-
tists and I look fotrward w1th
canficence to the support of the

“world’s nations.”

3
D
H

Carter interest ‘('i

" " President Carter himself Las'
- gaid that he sace saw a UF QO

and &ir Eric said he had ’r;eeni
ercouraged by tha Preazdcl.. 3
interest in the subjoct.

Telling reporters of his own
expemence "1; vears ago, Sir
“} sew a UT O as-
I was driving home at about
fwo or ‘mree in *hes morniig.
It wds # hig ¢b a brilliant

-
feok,

S

. Iight, golden brizht, movia g)af

tremendous !
The Grenada dalezation dis-

meed.

tributed 4o .eIE‘.’d*”‘ free
'uCKeta tr a naw film, “Close:
‘Breonaters-of tha Thi Kind,”
which deals with UF (s~

o ——

- e

i ———
.

—

. -UFOs n'Qmm
CALL AT U.N.

Grenrada has
resolution to set up a special
Uniied National gency
department to c-mduc‘ rasearch

into unidentified flving objects

and related phenomewa

Instead it is circulating at the
United Nations a draft resolu-
«tion calied on the Secretary-
General, Dr ‘\a‘c’he.m. to con-

duct-a wide-rauging investiga.

tion iato flying saucers, inctud-
ing an analysis of the benafits,
priblems, and dangers stem-
miag, from -any ccnmc: with
,e,xtm‘-terrestrial nfa—Reuter. .

=—===c
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London 3. W 1' o
\REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENNX_

m The Minister of State

B

| 9 December 1977

*»

This is just to let you know that | have
transferred your letter of 8 Decerber enclesing

one fror your constituent, tir (NN
*Lancing, Sussex, ahout flying

- saucers to the winistry of Defence. You will

be hearing from the appropriate Minister there
soon, . :

House of Comrmons
London SW1A 0AA .

S e St e e e




From: — L.P. /)f/ﬂdé(, of 77

hq’w

ﬁ':?‘?% ' hac( of Stf-(@l}'

HOUSE OF COMMONS'.

o ST ' S LONDON SWIA OAA
e _ . : Bth Decembsr, 1977.

Ninlster of Sta!e, ) ' .

Foreign & Commonwealth Offlce,
T . Downing Street, : o
LOHdOﬂ, \J.u lq . . » ) o

. Deer Lozd [NNENG—_——
| : o .
: : I have received the enclosed

and I do not know whether you would care
to give me any advice on it.

Yours.sincerely, i

(Dic‘caterf by mr,-and signed in his
absence

1. Acknowisdged ..

4805000000000 000b000000@

2. Minister of State ha’s[has not seen

; ‘ 3 s cvnrerenrena Depa_{f"c'm_ent for
L advlce and draft reply from .- ~

806 080000 sstsasnotrtetosstassaceacssncnne secsnrvornersy




“Lancing,
_Sussex.
2hthr lipvenbder I977,

M

House of Commons,
Hestrinster,
London. 3VIA OAAa,

Dzar Sir, ' ' :

Recent items in the press have indicated that the
is to start an official rrobe into Flying Saucers.Although many people nay
consider such a project sormething of a waste of time I am rersonally glad

that some steps are being taken to investigate this phenomena on a serious.
and official basis, B

United Hations

The main reason for my writing to you is that in my opinion not

only should povernment bodies be involved ina project of this nature,bu

should a team of ufologists who would obviously be used to the various
problems involved, ’

t so

Although I rezlise that no decisidns may have been
the form this project is to take I feel it essential that uf
involved in this venture.l should like your opinion on this
you think the chances are of no
involved. .

rade regarding
ologists are
matter and what
n govérnment bodies and individuals being
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UFo .
N ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

» THE SPC ADOPTED THE DECISION
MY TELEGRAM UNDER REFERENCE, BY CONSENSUS,

REDACTION O

THIS MORNING

REPCRTED IN

MY TELNOS 2732 AND 2733 AND YOUR TELNO 1563,
1,

T e S g sy




MY IPT. UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS.
REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

FOLLOWING IS DRAFT TEXT -

THE SPECIAL POLITICAL CCMMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO “THE
.. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING CONSENSUS

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE
STATEMENTS MADE, AND DRAFT RESCLUTION SUBMITTED BY GRENADA
AT THE 32ND AND 33RD SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGARDING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING CBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENA,

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY INVITES INTERESTED MEMBER

STATES TG TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO GCO-ORDINATE CH

A NATIONAL LEVEL SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND INVESTIGATION -
INTO EXTRATERRESTRIAL LIFE, INCLUDING UNIDENTIFIED

FLYING CBJECTS, AND TO INFORM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL GF THE
OBSERVATIONS, RESEARCH, AND ‘EVALUATION OF SUCH ACTIVITIES.

THE GEMNERAL ASSEMBLY REQUEST THZ SECRETARY-GENERAL TO
TRANSMIT THE STATEMENTS OF THE DEL:GATION OF GRENADA AND THE
ReLEVANT DCCUMENTATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEASEFUL USES

CF CUTER SPACE, S0 THAT THEY MAY CONSIDER THEM AT THEIR 1979
MEETING. : S

THE COMMITTEE oON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPA\CE WILL

PERMIT GRENADA, UPON ITS REQUEST, TO PRESENT THEIZ ViEys TO THE
COMMITTEE AT ITS NEXT SESSION.  THE COMMITTEE’S CELIBERATION

MiLL BE INCLUDED N ITS REPORT WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE.
SENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS 34TH SESSICN,

-




YOUR TELNOS 1537 AND 1539, My TELNO 2698 AND (NG
LETTER OF 4 DECEMBER To (D U\ DEPARTMENT: UNIDENTIFIED
FLY ING OBJECTS

REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

1. THE AUSTRIANS HAVE INFORMED US THAT THE GRENADANS AND THE RUSSIANS
NOW ALSO HAVE AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT THE CONSENSUS TEXT (wHICTH 1S
REPEATED IN MIFT IN CASE YOU STILL HAVE NOT RECEIVED LETTER UHNDER
REFERENCE). THE AMERICANS DO NOT EXPECT FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS

FROM WASHINGTON AND ALSO INTEND TO-GO ALONG WITH THE CONSENSUS.

WE PROPOSE TO DO LIKEWISE. THE ISSUE IS DUE TO BE DEGCIDED IN THE
SPECIAL POLITJ CAL COMMITTEE ON 8 DECEMBER.

2. ALTHOUGH THIS TEXT 1S NOT IDEAL, IT HAS NO FINANGCIAL CR
MANPOWER IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UN, DOES NCT COMMIT THE UN TC‘AHY

- SPECIFIC ACTIOM CN UFO’S AND PRECLUDES THE INSCRIPTIG! OF A
SCIARATE UFC ITEM ON NEXT YEAR'S AGENDA (THE SUBJECT "IGULD BE -
SUSUMED IN THE CUTER SPACE ITEM AS A PARAGRAPH IN TH: REPORT
CF THE CUTER SPACE CCMMITTEE). IN ANY EVENT THERE 1S 40 ‘REAL
PRISPECT OF NEGOTIATING FURTHER AMENDMENTS.

Chm—

i
FILES

e UNCEABZIFIED |



YOUR TELNOS 2539, 2566, 2567 AND SRR 5 1TcR oF
21 NOVEMBER1 UFOs 'REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

1. WE REMAIN OPPOSED N PRINCIPLE TO THE GRENADAN INITIATIVE FOR THE

REASONS STATED IN THE BRIEF, |F THE RESOLUTION IN YOUR TELNO 2567
IS PUT FORWARD YOU SHOULD OPPOSE T, o

2. WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, BE WILLING TO HELP THE GREMNADANS OFF THe
HOOK IF IT CAN BE poONE WITHOUT ANY FINANCIAL AND MANPOWER _
IMPLICATIONS FOR GOVERNMENTS (OTHER THAN GRENADA) OR THE uN,
COULD THEREFORE ABSTAIN ON A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A GROUP OF
EXPERTS OR A SPEC|AL RAPPdRTEUR, PROVIDED THAT AS WE ASSUME FROM YOUR
TeLEGRAM 2566 THE GROUP’S ACTIVITIES WOULD BE FINANCED BY THE ‘
OVERNMENT OF GRENADA, IT WOULD ALSO HELP |F THE SUBJECT COULD BE o
PUT ON THE AGENDA OF THE 35TH SESSION: IN LINE W|TH THE RECOMMEND-
ATION IN THE'SECRETARY—GENERAL’S ANNUAL REPORT THAT |TEMS SHOULD

POT AUTOMATICALLY GO ON THE AGENDA FROM SESS|ON TO SESSION,

VE

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO KEEP IN MIND GREMNADA’S ABSENCE
0r FORTUITOUS

FOREIGN ECONOMIC INTERESTS.
TO THE DELEGATION OF GRENADA
DISPOSED TO ACCEPT A PROPOSAL

GRENADA WERE TO ABSTAIN |IN THE
INTERESTS,

(WHETHER PLANNED
s WE DO NOT KNOW) FROM THE FOURTH COMMITTEE VOTE ON ~

THE FRG MAY BE WELL PLACED TO SUGGEST
THAT SOME DELEGATIONS WOULD BE BETTER
ON THE LINES OF PARA 2 AROVE |IF
PLENARY VOTE ON FORE|GN ECONOM|C




TIVE BY GRENADA

Problem REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

1. How to react to further proposals by Grenada,

following up their
1977 initiative on .UFO0s.

2. At last year's General Assembly Premier Gairy of Grenada urged the

United Nations to establish an agency or working group for research

into unidentified flying objects. Mr—expressed the view that

the proposal would bring the UN into disrepute. Accordingly, the UK~

delegation was instructed to oppose:fhe draft Grenadan resolution. In
the event, no vote was taken on the resolution;
General Assembly "studied the text" and requested the Secretary-General
to transmit it to state members of the UN and to

as a compromise, the

interested specialised

agencies so that they might communicate their views to the Secretary-
General.

3. The Secretary-General's subsequent report contained only three replie

from Governments, (India, Luxembourg and the Seychelles) and unforth-

coming reactions from two specialised agencies.

4. The Permanent Mission of Grenada circulated a letter to Permanent

Missions in New York on 10 November, which was followed up by a statement
to the Special Political Committee on 27 November by the Prime Minister
of Grenada, who complicated matters by introducing a new resolution inste
of the one previously circulated.

Subsequent developments are reported
in UKMIS telno 2566 of 27 November.

5. The brief for this item is at ftag F.

- -

6. The Grenadan initiative continues to hold no attractions whatsoever

for us. It 1s obV1ous, howeVer, that some of _our Nestern partnerS_

ORI DL

!‘.~;s /1nclud1ng

R



(including the FQG Presidency ahd the United States) are making ap-
effort to help Grenada off the hook if this can b
to the UN. It must also be said,

proposal is no.more ridiculous tha
UN.

e done without Cost
in fairness, that the Grenadan
N many other proposals before the

in the past reportedly>taken a
personal interest in the subject of UFOs.

not positively harmful to UK interests,
open a stand against Mr Gairy could be.
Grenadans to reach a compromise,

Indeed President Carter has

The proposal is at least
whereas taking too strong ang

Moreover, if we can help the

it could conceivably help us tg

persuade them to abstain on the vote on foreign economic a

nd other
interests

in plenary (the Fourth Committee Resolution which

inter alia
strongly condems the UK and others for dealings with South A

frica).

7. 1 fFecaommend that we ihstruct the Mission to continue to resist the
original Grenadan proposal but to give discreet support to efforts by
Western or other countries to pOStpgﬁe or reduce the scope
of the Grenadan proposal as much as‘DOSSible- ------
draft telegram to UKMIS New York.

and cost_‘

8. UND were consulted on UN aspects, and concur.

4 December 1978




| MENT
M TELND 25391 AGEHDA ITEM NO 1284 UF(REDACTION ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT |

1. THE TWO MEETINGS IN THE SPC ON Tur ABOVE ITEM TODAY
FOLLOWED THE SCENARIO OUTLINED [y My TELEGRAM UNEZR REFERENCE,
CXCEPT THAT MR GAIRY COMPLICATED MATTCRS Ly PITRCDUCTHG A NE
© RESOLUTION IN HIS CPENING STATEMENT [NSTEAD CF THE CHE

FROVICUSLY CIRCULATED TQ +15S10iis (Y 7o oF
71 NOVEMBER TO BNy, i oy RESCLUTICN ELALGRATES
| THE IDEA IH THE 1uDIAN REPLY TG THE SECRETARY-AREHTRAL
(A/33/268), PROPOSING INTER ALIA THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
SHTULD APPOINT A THREE-MENDER GROUR 'OF EXPERTS MEETILG UNDER
TE RAEGIS OF Tyg CUTER SPACE CCHMITYEE AMD REPC-RTH:G THRCUGH
HAT COMMITTEE TO THE 35Th SESSION,  (TCXT I MIFT),

I's

~
[V
»
{

(]

2« .THERE HAD BEEN NQ pRirn WARNING THAT THE GRENADANS
INTEHDED TAPLIKG A Yoy RESTLUTION TODAY AHD MEMBERS oF THE
CUTER SPACE COMMITTCE, PARTICULARLY THE AUSTRIAN CHAIRMAN WHO
HAD HOT BEEN CONSULTED, WERE STROWGLY pposep TO THIS

FURTHER ATTEMPT To INVCLVE THE CUTER SPACE COMMITTEE IN THE
SILJECT GF UFos, g AUSTHIANS, MICHG CTHERS, PRIVATELY
PITIMATED THEIR Dismay TC THE GRENADAN MISSICN, wio py THE
LiD OF THE AFTERHOCH MEET :ng GAVE SIGNS OF REGRETTING THEIR
FR2CIPITANCE,  BEFQRE Tu: CHAIRMAN CLOSED TME MECTIHG FR DAY
(M 151STER CF LDUCATYION) 1uTrmvENTD TC SAY THAT TRZ GREHNADANS
VIR FLEXIBLE ABSUT THE(R DRAFT RESCLUTIGH AND 15VITED
LLEGATIONS TO convey ANY SUGGESTIONS THEY i11guT BAYE TO THE
CREZADAN MISSION PENDING RESUMPTION OF DISCUSSION CF THE I1TEM
AT A LATER DATE. |

UNG$&R83#5|ED-
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* R B
E THIS WILL ALLOW TIME TO wORK OUT Al ALTERAATIVE PROPOSAL, —T-n
THC GERMANS, WITH AUSTRIAN BACKING, FAVCUR A GRCUP CF EXPERTS -« -«

TO EE’K?PQIMTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GREHADA, “MICH MIGHT IN

e COURSE REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO THE SECRETARY-CENTRAL,  THE

us MISS)QH, WHEN MR GAIRY CALLED GN THEM ON 2L NOVEMTER, FLCATED
™E IDEA-OF A SPECIAL RAPPCRTEUR (TO BE FIMANCED BY Tig GGVEbn:;H
CF GRENADA) WHQ WOULD STUDY THE PROBLEM AHDVREPCPT RACK T0O T;E.t.T
SZCRETARY-GENERAL, THE RUSSIANS WCULD LIKE TO SEE A |

; REPETITION CF THE PRCCEDURE ATCFTED LAST YEAR: IZ 70 DEFER THE

ITCH WITH SOME FACE—SAV'NG PRCPOSAL FLR FURTHER CCHMMENTS BY
HTEDERTED T '
VITCRESTED PART’ES, OR A FURTHER STUDY. THIS LAST WCQULD BE THE

BZST SOLUTICH, TJUT GAIRY 1S SAY ING
/ S NG THAT HE wiLL o c F F
AGALN THIS YEAR, T T or

4, WE ASSUME THAT YCU wsuLD HCT WISH THIS SUBJECT T5 RE
LANDED 1IN THE LAP OF THE CUTER SPACE CCMMITTEE. IT HCU[D BE
HiLPFUL, IN THE NEGOTIATIO&S WA ICH ARE BLUND TO TAKE PLAPé/
DURING THE NEXT Fgw DAYS, 'TO HAVE AN INDICATION AS'TO W;ETHCR
YOU WOULD INCLINE TO AN ABSTENTICHZOh A VOTE AGAIWST X o
ReSPECTABLE COMPANY QY THE RESCLUTION IN iy [,F.T. \WE ASSUME
2, THAT YOU WOULD WisH US TO WCRK FCR ALTERNATIVES CM THE ,
ES DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH 3 ABOVE. IT wOULD BE HELPFUL TO
HAVE ANY COMMENTS AS SOCN AS POSSIBLE.

PILES

2. ‘
UNCEAGSHEED
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T GEVCIA rsstvaLy | REDACTONONORIGHALDORUMENT
MINDFUL OF ITS COMMITHMENT TO PRGMGTE INTER
SOLVING INTERNATIGNAL PROBLEMS,

HNOTIHG THE STATEMENTS MADE BY GREMADA AT THr
THIRTY=SECCHD AND THIRTY-THIRD SESSIONS GF
REGARD UNIDENTIF e FLY ING'CBJUECTS A!

PATIONAL co-cperaTion fy

THIRTIETH, THIRTY-F IRST,
THE GENERAL* ASSEMELY
1D RELATED PHRENOMENA VHICH
CINTINUE TO BAFFLE MAMICIND, AND GRENADAS APPEZAL To HAVE THE UNITED .

MATICHS CONDUCT AND CO-02DINATE RESEARCH INTO THESE BAFFLING PHENCME-
$ GF THE WCRLD -

NA, AND TO DISSEMINATE MoRE WIDELY AMONG THT NATIO.
INFORMATION AND OTHER DATA GATHERED AND AVAILABLE-un THE
PHENCMENA,

AYARE COF THg GROWING IMTEZREST TAKEN BY PECPLE OF THE WORLD N

UNIDENTIF 12D FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED PHELGMEMA, AND ALSG

NTEREST
MIOSTRANGE HAPPEH INGS

I VARIOUS PARTS OF THE w0LD, AND RECOGNIS NG
THE COHMITHENT TO REsearcH InTO THESE PHENCMENA DIMONSTRATED py -

CIRTANN HWATIONAL GOVERNSENTS, |HDIVIDUAL SCIENTISTS, RESEARCHERS AMD
RRUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS,

RECCMMENDS THAT,.IH CONSULTATION WITH THr APPRIPRIATE SPECIALISE!

CENCIES, Tig UNITED MATI0YS INITIATE, CCHTUCT AND CO-0PDINATE
ESEARCH INTO THE HATURE AND CRIGIN CF UH!DENT!FIED‘FLYiNG OBJEICTS
UD RELATED PHENOMENA 4 :

- REQUCSTS THE SECRETARY~GENERAL TO INVITE HEQBER,STATES, SPECTAL-
ISED AGCHCIES AND NON~GOVERNMENTAL CRGANISATIONS TO TRAUSHIT TO HiM

5 31 kAY 1979 INFORMATICN AN PRGPOSALS WHICH WCULD FACILITATE THe
PROPOSED STYDY, | '

1

5
R
A
r
o

~
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!IDFURTHrR REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-GENEPAL TO APPCINT AT THC £aR( 1ea.
POSSIBLE DATE A THREE-MEMBER GRCUP OF EXPERTS UHDER THE Asclsanlasr
CF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES GF OUTER SPACE, FUR THE
PURPOSE OF DEF INING GUIDZLINES FOR THE PRGPOSED STUDY: —_—
4. DECIDES THAT THE GROUP OF EXPERTS MEET DURING THE SESSICHS GF T
COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES CF GUTER SPACE TO STUDY luquwATloaHE
AMD PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARY-GEMERAL BY MEMZER STATE;

| SPECIALISED AGENCIES AND NON-GOVERMMENTAL ORGAH ISATICNS : -

5. FURTHER DECIDES THAT THE GROUP OF EXPERTS REPCRT ON ITS WCRK

" THROUGH THE COMMITTEE GM THE PEACEFUL USES OF CUTER SPACE TC‘THE

. THIRTY~FCURTH SESSION GF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

6. DECIDES FURTHER TO INGLUDE IN THE PROVISIGHAL AGENDA CF THE

THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AN ITEM ENTITLED -

PIREPORT OF THE GRGUP OF EXPERTS OF THE COMMITTEE OH THE PEACEFUL

USES OF CUTER SPACE FOR THE DEFIHING OF GUIDELINES FOR THE STGDY

CF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING CBJECTS AND RELATED PHENCMENA’’. o

YILES

UNEERSSHIED
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1. THISTITEN 1S NOW SCHEDULED TG START ON MONDAY 27 HOVEMBER I THE
SPC. 1T 1S EXPECTED THAT THE FIRST MEETING WILL CPEN WITH A STATEMZINT
BY MR GAIRY, THE PRIME MINISTER OF GRENADA, (WHO 1S CCMING TO hEyw
YORK ESPECIALLY FOR THE OCCASICH) AND WILL BE FCLLOWSED BY STATENENTS
BY SEVcRAL EXPERTS OMN UF0’S WHC AT ACCCMPANYING R GAIRY, AlID BY A
VALT DISHEY FILM wHICH 4R GAIRY HAS ALSC LAID ON. THE COMMITTEE wiLL
THEM MOVE ON TOs ANCTHER ITEM TO ALLCW TIME FOR CCHSULTATIONS,

o]

o, THE IDEA 1S TO LET MR GAIRY HAVE HIS DAY, WAITIIG UhTIL HE HAS
LeFT NSy YORK BEFORE ATTESPTING TO NEGOTIATE A CIHPRCMISE WITA THE
GRTNADA MISSION WHICH WILL IDEALLY REQUIRE MINIFAL, CR EVEN D, Ud
PIVOLVEMENT AND HO ADDITIGHAL UN ZXPEMDITURE. VARITSUS IDZAS ARE .
BE31NNIHG TO BE  DISCUSSED IN THE CGRRIDCRS. WE MAY BE AZLE TC REFCAT
AFTER MCHDAYS MEETING wHICH LOOK WCRTH CGHSIDERING.

FuLGs - ' '

UNBREASRKHED
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e.attached letter which has: been:circulated to Hissions'by ‘.

2 Permanant Mission of Grenada 1is self-explanatory. 'In their
preliminary soundings this :year)it would seem that the Mission of
Grenada has found little if rany support for .its more am

bitious "
proposal for establishing an agency, or department, and is trerefore

falling back on a more modest proposal.

2. I assume that you would wish us if possible tq discourace this
too, provided we are in good company and do not take tha lead.

G Tt
is possihle however that it will acquire support as a ‘fallback!
rosition which the ma

Jority will be prepared to go along with to
save Crencada's face, --We will keep in-.close touch with ouriallies,
1., e t S T P LA LN Yoo

la)

1. Th




TELEPHONE (212) 759-9878
CABLE: “GRENQUM" NEWYQR!{

o v

OUR REF:

The Permanent Mission of Grenada to the United Nations presents - -
its compliments to the Permanent Missions of Member States to the United
Nations and with reference to the Permanent Representative of Crenada's
letter of August 29, 1978 has the honour to remind that Grenada's item
on the subject of Unidentified Flying Objects and extra-terrestrial

phenomenon will come up for dlscussicm in the Special Political Committee
this week beginning November 27th. = @ 7

The Permanent Mission of Grenada wishes to bring to the attention of
Member States thgt, in the interest of not foisting upon the United
Nations, at this point in time, the setting up of a Department or Agency
which would involve heavy flnanc].al costs, the Government of Grenada is
proposing that the contenplated study and research be placed in the hands
of a small committee or ad hoc group of éxperts, whose task will be to

submit a preliminary report on a possible. framework for the study and
research into the baffling phenomenon.

It is the hope of the Government of Grenada that this proposal and -
a draft resolution fonmlated along these lines will receiye the support

.of Member States at the United Nations at this 33rd Regular Session of
the General Assembly. :

The Permanent Mission of Grenada further has the honour to attach
the general outline of the draft resolution contemplated.

The Permanent Mission of Grenada to the United Nations avails-itself

of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Missions of Member States to
the United Nations the assurances 1f its highest consideration.

New York, November 10, 1978

PR IAY NS Ui
/‘ v . ”I“J\
o VAN SRR SR RLN
Permanent Mission of Member States / B e,
to the UNTTED NATIONS : 0

NEW YORK
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. The General Assemﬁly,-~* A R

K

Mindful of its committment'to>§§q@ote'internat§¢n31 co-operation in solving
international problems, T : - : e

Aware of the growing interest taken by people of the world in Unidentified

. Flying Objects and related Phenomena which continue to baffle mankind, and

in strange happenings in various parts of the world............

Noting the statement made by the Prime Minister of Grenada at the 30th,
31st, 32nd, and 33rd Session of the General Assembly regarding these baffling-
phenomena, and his appeal to have the United Nations conduct and co-ordinate

research into Unidentified Flying Objects and related phenomena and to dis-
seminate more widel

y among the Nations of the world information and other
data gathered® : :
Recognising the committment to research into these phenomena demonstrated
by individual scientists, researchers, educational institutions and National
Governments.,

1. Recommends that there be initiated aiépeciallofficinl United ‘Nutdons

study on the nature and relationship of Unidentified Flying Objects and
extra-terrestrial phenonmena.

2. _RequastsThe Secretary-General to appoint at the earliest possible
date an "ad hoc group of experts" of not more than seven (7) scientific
experts druwn from within the United Nations Secretariat and from private

rescarch orpanisations with the task of elaborating a possible framework
for the above-mentioned study.

3. Further request; the Secretary-General to make available to the ad hoc
group of experts all the relevant material, including proposals wade by
Member States as well as previous and current studies available on the subject.

4. Further requests the Committee to submit a pr
by June 1, 1979,

eliminaly report on its work

5. Further.reguests the Secretary-Ceneral to transmit the preliminary report
of the ad hoc group of experts to Member States not later than July 30th, 1979,
6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of the Thirty Fourth Session
of the Ceneral Asscmbly the item entitled "Report of the ad hoc group of experts™

to investigate the nature and relationship of Unidentified Flying Objects and
extra-terrestrial phenomena. ’ '

‘;D¢cidcs further that a comprehensive report of the comnittee will be tabled
at the 35th Regular Session of the General Assembly.
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15 SEPTEMBER 1978

33RD SESSION OF THE UNITED N4TIONS
GENERAL A SEMBLY

AGENDA ITEM NO 128

ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGENCY OR A DEPARTMENT OF TH& UNITED
NATIONS FOR UNDERTAKING, CO-ORDINATING AND DIS3EMINATING
THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH INTO UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
AND RELATED PHENOMENA (ITEM PROPOSED BY GRENADA (5/33/131)).

Thes attached brief has been preparéd by the Energy Scieﬁce and
Space Departmant in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in
consultatiqn with Departmant of Industry and the Home Office.
Any comments should be addressed to D A Lloyd in Energy

Sclence and Space Department, Foreign and Commonwealth Office,
Tel 233 3209, ' |

7 UNCHASSIFIED



A UK AIMS

To oppose the establishment of any such ag=ancy.

B POINTS TO MAKE

2. The British delegation does not think that the establisnh-
ment of an agency for research into unidentified flying
objects is appropriate to the functions of the United Nationsg,
It considers that the éxitence of such an agency under UN
auspices would be an unjustifiable drain on UN resources
which could be better deployed elsewhere.

C TACTICS

3. Hopefully a confrontation with the representative of
Grenada can be avoided, but the UK should not hesitate to
make its views known as and when annropriate. Ynu should
seek whatever support you can particul=rly among the Nine.
BACKGROUND

4. At last year's UN General Assembly, the Grenadan
delegation, with the full support of Premier Gairy, sought
to establish an ad hoc working group of the UN to evaluate
UFO reports. FCO Minsiters expressed the view that to set
up any such body would r:duce the credibility of ths UN;
accordingly th= UK delegation was instructed to oppose. ‘
In the event, no vote was taken on tha Grenadan Resolution;
as a compromise, the General Assembly "studied the text"

and rejuested the sscretary-General to transmit it "to states
members of the UN and to interested specialised agencies so

that they might communicate their views to the Secretary-
General". '
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TIISTERS HAVE CYPR CSSED THE VIEW THA[‘, SNICE AGPEEMENT TO SET
S SUCH A’ AGENCY WOULD REDUCE THE CREDIBILITY OF THE ut, WE
FIOULD GPPOSE 1T, YOU SHOULD BE GiIDED ACCORDINGLY SEEK ING
HniFVtR SUPPORT YOU CAN, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE NINE.

 UNOIASSHEED
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' TION ON.ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
CUFO | TEM, - . REDAC

1. WE REMAIN FIRMLY OPPOSED TO A GRENADA RESOLUTION ON UFOS. WE
CO NOT CONSIDER SUCH OPPOSITION LIKELY TO BE DAMAGING EITHER TO
THE UK OR TO THE UN. YOU SHOULD, THEREFORE, MAKE HO ATTEMPT .TO
CONCEAL THE UK’S INTENTION OF VOTING AGAINST ANY RESOLUT(ON

CONTAINING AN OPERATIONAL QUTCOME, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT
THIS LEAVES US IN A MINORITY.

2. IF THE GREMADANS CAN BE PERSUADED TO ABANDON THEIR RESOLUTION
THINK THAT REFERRAL OF THEIR UFO INTEREST TO THE COMMITTLC N
CUTER SPACE WOULD PROVIDE THE BEST FACE SAVIHG DEVICE. THIS
COINITIEE 1S AFTER ALL THE ESTABLISHED UM BODY DEALING WITH OUTER
SPACE MATTERS. WE UNDERSTAND THE AUSTRUAM CHAIRMAN’S ANXIETIES
UT THINK THAT IN VIEW OF THE COMMITTEE'S EXISTING WORK LOAD,
THIS ITSELF SHOULD BE A REASONABLE GUARANTEE THAT THE UFO |SSUE

VOULD BE PLACED AT THE BOTTOM OF | TS AGENDA WITH.A FAIR CHANCE
OF BEZING IGNORED |NDEFINITELY. |

L

~
Sy
(=

F

3. WE ARE LESS ATTRACTED TO THE SUGGESTION IN PARAGRAPH 6 OF

eLho, IO T vas THE DISADVANTAGE THAT ONCE THE UFO ISSUE

WAS INSCRIBED AS AN AGENDA |TEM FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IT WOULD
EE THWERE N BLACK AND WHITE AND WE COULD HOT REPEAT NOT BE CERTAIN
THAT COHTINUING PRESSURE FROM GRENADA, PERHAPS WITH THE SUPPORT

OF OTHER DELEGATIONS, WOULD NOT LEAD TO ITS DISCUSSION EITHER AT
THE 33RD OR 34TH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.




MY TELHO 2271
SPC: UFO ITEM
1. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SPC WAS SUCCESSFUL IN PERSUADING THE ‘
SRENADANS AND THE CHAIRMEN OF THE REGIONAL GROUPS TO ACCEPT HIS
CONMPROMISE SOLUTION, AND THIS AFTERNOON READ OUT THE FOLLOWING .
STATEMENT: ’

THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
THE ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING DRAFT COMSENSUS: .

1. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE STATEMENTS MADE IN
VG SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF GHEADA onl
23 NOVEMBER 1977 AND BY THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION OF GRENADA ON og !
AlID 30 KOVEMBER AND ... DECEMBER 1977 (A/SPC/32/PV.35, A/SPG/32/8R4 3T
AND A/S2C/32/SRe esa)e -

2. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS ALSO STUDIED THE TEXT OF THE DRAET
RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY GRENADA (A/SPC/32/L.28). , ' :

3. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO A '
TRANSHIT THE TEXT OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/SPC/32/L.20), TOGETHER
HITH THE ABOVE~MENTIONED STATEMENTS, TO STATES MEMBERS OF THE UNITED
NATIONS AND TO INTCRESTED SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, SO THAT THEY MAY
COMIUNICATE THEIR VIEWS TO THE SECRETARY~GENERAL. | |

4. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ALSO. REQUESTS THE SECRETARY—GENERAL TO
BRING THEIR REPLIES TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL MEMBER STATES AND
INTERESTED SPECIALIZED AGENGIES. . | |

FILES; R o -
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The meeting was called to order at 3.5 p.nm.

AGENDA ITEif 126: ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGENCY OR A DEPARTVENT OF THE UNITED NAT'ibN's
FOR UNDCRTAKING, CO-ORDINATING AND DISSEMINATING THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH INTQ ~

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENA (continued) (A/33/1L41, A/33/0263.
A/SPC/33/1,20) | ,

1. —(Gfenada)* read out a letter from~, a former

astronaut, expressing the belief that unidentified flying objects were
~xtraterrestrial vehicles whose crews vere visiting Tarth from wore technically |
advanced planets, had himself spent two days in 1951 observing UrOs of
different sizes flying in fighter formation, generally from east to west over
Europe. A top-level co-ordinated programme was needed to collect and analyse data
from all over the world concerning all types of encounters and to dstermine hnow besgt
to rmalke friendly contact with such visitors. Man might have to prove to the
visitors that he had learned to solve his problems by peaceful rmeans rather than by
warfare before he could be accerted as a fully qualified universal team meuber, Suen
acceptance would have tremendous possibilities for the advancement of the world in
ell areas, and it would certainly seem that the United Mations had an interest in
hanlling the subject properly and expeditiously. If the United Nations agreed to

pursue the project, many more well-gualified people might agree to provids help and
information,

2, (Grenada)® said it vas important to remember thet men throuchout
the vorld had sometning in common: they werce all earthlings, a fact which tended to
be forgotten vhen man's nany differences were aired, After 20 ysars of study, hs .
believed that there was overwhelninz evidence to suggest that the planet was teing
visited by intellizently controllsd o traterrestrinl veliicles The evidence took the
fornm of eye-witness testiiony from responsible persons, physical trace cases
producing chenges in the environment observable long after the UFO
visuzl sightings, photoaraphs and abducticns, apparently by ~liens
end the subsequent return of the earthlings, although there was no
cases winere earthlings had not teen returned,

had left, radar
. of earthlings
knowledze of

3. Zvery large-scale scientific study

of UFOs had provided a substantizl numter of
n which the observations clearly

indicated that the UFO was a manufactured
Pehaving in ways which could not be duplicated by manufactured objscts on

The ability of UFOs to move and manoeuvre at thousands of miles an hour,

eny visible external engine, wings or tail, indicated that the spacecraft had
aufactured by someone other than man., Many people wished to know why UFOs
should visit Eartn and what was hznpening on Earth that could be of interest to an
advanced civilization., Probably there were many things of interest to someons
cencerned with the develooment of a primitive society,

b
o lig

However, one thing was
guzrantsed to be of interest to another civilization and that was the fact that
within cne hundred years men would be going to the stars, He himself, as a nuclear
thysicist, had worked on fission and fusion propulsion systems which would be
capable ol transporting rman to neardby star systems within reasonadle periods of tize,
and it would be obvious to any alien in the neisghbourhood that men would ta doinz sO
within e hundred years. Since the end of the Second World War, with the developzent

“he full text of this statement will appeor in document A/3PC/33/PV.3A.
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of nuclear weapons, rockets and electronics, man had become of interest to ot

: ma A her
advanced civilizations, MNaturally, such civilizations would be concerned with tﬁeir
own survival and security and would therefore wish to be informed of the activitjeg
of another civilization which was just begzinning space travel; it was therefore clear

that the UTOs were\obtaining data for their own purposes, acting as a kind of galactic
federation intelligence agency. .

4. People also wondered why UFOs did not make contact., He suggested that there vas
no one leader with whom such alien beings could make contact. Vhereas the smallest
reasonable political unit on a galactic neighbourhood basis was a planet or a solar
system, from the alien viewpoint men's was a primitive society whose major activity
was tribal warfare; it would meke nd more sense for alien beings to speak to
individual countries than for the United Nations to address individual cities,

5. Sorie people were worried at the significance of flyinz saucers and wondered why,
in the light of the importance of questions of peace, survival and hunger, people
should concern themselves with such matters. He suggested that man's very survival
might depend eon his taking an earthling orientation. The easiest way of doing so was
for him to try to see himself as others saw him., From up above, coming into the
planet Zarth, there were no boundary lines. Acceptance of oneself as an earthling
vould baconme natural when it vas recoznized that the planet Earth was being visited,
€. Tn=re were also practical aspects such as the significance of man's acquiring
rotive propulsion waich would enable hin to travel and to transport goods from place
tc place without using the traditional mcans of transport and without expending )
valuable resources which were normally burned and thrown away. It was clear that -
aliens had solved problems such as the develovmant of new and better means of

producing energy. In addition, the Earth might vell have som2 resources which could. -
be exported to alien civilizations; as the densest planet in the solar system, the

ECarth had more valuable heavy metals than any other planet in the neighbourhood and
i2ight also have plant life and other materials which would be of interest to aliens.

X2

Te tiodern astronomy frequently assumed, in relation to

with ertr
sane mann

avray .,

the possibility of contact
systems were isolated in the
in which the nearest star to the sun was four light years
However, within our own galactic neighbourhood there were approximately 1,000
stars, of whaich 45 were similar to the sun and mizht well be expected to have planets
and life; some of thosa planets would be much older then Earth. In addition,
research into UFOs had revealed the existence of two sun-like stars, Zeta I Reticulae
and Zeta II Reticulae, which were separated Ly only three light weeks: such close
oroximity would suggest that interstellar travel and communication might have bearn
developed ruch earlier than cn our isclated planat

publications had expressed the view that our enti
colcnized,

r as our own,

Three recent professicnal
;alaxy nad probably alrezd” D
ize was that the next gener
e was dong to

lear weapons and the world
ad of bacenming the earthling civilization

(5
v

m

L]
2 g gen
Pernaps the rost izportant thing to recogni ation

would grow up in a drastically different situation; unless scmething
prevent it, another dozen countries would soon have nu
would be further divided into groups instead
which vas necessary for its survival.

-
-

R

-y
R
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8. P(Grenada) invited members of the Comnittee to make suggestiéﬁg-a,;é
recomnendations concerning the draft resolution submitted by his delegation )

(A/sPC/33/L.20); his delegation was very flexible as to the actual mechanism ig be

decided on by the Committee for monitoring and co-ordinating research into Urog and
would be interested to hear the ideas of other delegations on the natter.
assumed that the vote on the resolution would take place at

9. The CHAIRMAN said thet the substantive consideration of and vote on the
resolution would be deferred until a later meeting.

He
a later date.

10, —(Liberia) requested that the statements made by the meubers of the

delegation of Grenada should be reproduced in extenso in the records so that
Gelegates could study then wore closely,

ll.

The CHATRIAN recalled that the General Assembly, at the Lth plenary neetins or
its current session, had decided to maintain the option that had traditionally been

approved for the Specisl Political Committee to obtain trunscrivtions of debates of
scnie of its meetings, or portions thereof.

12.

(United Kingdom) aske
action would be.

ked what the financial implications of sucu

13. The CHATRMAN said that such expenditure as might be incurred by the provision
cf transcriptions of tha Camittee's debates was considered to be part of the normal
work of the General Assenmbly; there were no direct financial implications, If he

heard no objection, he would take it that the Cornmittee approved the reguest made
by the representative of Liberia,

1k,

It was so decided.

The meetinz rose at L.15 n.m.
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LOOSE MINUTE CopyTo: _

- fo1l
D/DI55/108/15 ‘DHS F

06 Jan 2005

DI BCR CG3

Copy to

DI ST-AM DD E}
DI BCR-CG AD

DI ST-54al

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST - 03/05 ‘Details of MoD’s UFO
investigations, files, reports and committee minutes’

Reference:
A.  ChoTs email from DAS-FOI || cated 4 Jan 05 4:54:32PM

1. DAS, the lead branch, have asked if there is any data in our files relevant to the
request that is not duplicated their files. Within DI ST the files relating to this matter are
the D/DI55/108/15 series, which cover policy (108/15) and sighting reports (108/15/1 and
108/15/2). Due to the contamination of DIS archive only the policy reports, parts 4 to 8,
covering the period from Dec 1971 to the present, and one sighting report file,
D/DI55/108/15/2, relating to the Cosford sightings on 31 Mar 93 and copied to DAS in
Apr 04, were available and formed the extent of my search.

2. ect in her note that we do not ‘investigate’ sightings of unexplained
aerial phenomena and to a large extent the DIS files only contain copies of
correspondence generated elsewhere. The compilation of sighting reports and limited
analysis in file 108/15/2 were largely the result of the personal enthusiasm of Sec(AS)2a
desk officer at the time and is by no means typical as far as I can see from the files
examined. The only other ‘investigation’ I have found is the work done in preparation for
a House of Lords motion put down by Earl of Clancarty in Nov 1978. The LM (D/DD
Ops(GE)/10/82 dated 12 Jun 78) by Grp Capt N. Colvin has an Annex A titled
‘Investigation of Aerial Phenomena reports 16 April’ which shows the steps taken to
investigate the cause of the time coincident sightings. As the LM was addressed S4(Air),
I presume copy. I attach a copy from the file I hold (108/15 part 4). Note that
the sighting reports contain personal data. '

3. The same file has a background briefing note, (D/S4(Air)/8/3 dated 17 May 78 by
T Stevens, Head of S4(Air)), prepared for the above debate, which summarises the US
attitude to the subject and list the results of US investigations into UFO sightings between
1947 and 1969. The USAF investigation was known as Project Blue Book and this was
followed by a study led by Dr E. Condon. This LM could be released to put the historical


The National Archives
DIS Summary UFO files
Loose minute from Defence Intelligence secretariat to DAS summarising the content of their UFO files in response to FOI requests, 6 January 2005. Notes that DI55 do not investigate sightings and “to a large extent the DIS files only contain copies of correspondence generated elsewhere.”


data in the public domain, but as it is not a DIS document I expect we will need advice
from elsewhere

4. If you require any other information please let me know. Attached are the 2 LM
referred to above.

DI ST-AM ALM AD
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UFCS = DEEATE TN THE HOUSHE OF LORDS

There is to be a dehate on UFCs in the House of Lords on
12 June baged or the following PO by the Harl of Clancarty, a
prominent ufologist:

'To ask Her Majesty's CGovernment whether they are aware of the
increasing number of reports of sightings and landings of unidentified
flying objects (UFOs) on a worldwide scale, and whether they will
initiate an inter-governmental study of UFOs',

2, S4(Air) is required to provide a brief and draft winding-

up speech for Lord Winterbottom. I attach a covy of a proposed
line, which Y have put to the Department of REducation and Science
{and to FCCU, who were recently involved in brushing off an attempt
4o get UNC %o discuss UF0s). You will see that I propose that the
Government should take this opporitunity to pour a mass of cold water
on ufolegy. I would be grateful for:

a. Your advice on the proposed line of action,

b. Additional arguments or evidence that we might
offer.

3. I would bas grateful if DD Ops(GR)(RAF) and ADI 55 would

say whether we could comment more fully about evidence of cxtra-
terrestial activity from the reports we receive - le expand more
forcefully on para 4f in the attached letter: '.... perusal of
reports received glves us no cause to suspect extra~-terrestial
activity's I would also like to Ikmow how much work is done on these
reports, and whether there has been any attempt to consider them as
a ¥hole.

4, The Chief Scientist's department is at a disadvantage, not seeing
the flow of UFQ reports that arrive in AFD., However, writh M0OD taking

the lead in refuting UFOs, the inference will be drawn that CS(RAF)
endorgse® that line, Putting the matter differently, I imagine that

had CS(RAF) thought, 28 a scientist, that there was something in UFOs,

he would have been guick to draw the matter to the departmenti's attsnticn
or t¢0 have sought immedicte access to the UFO reports, As he has not
done g0 we can assume that he is unimpressed with UFOs, PBut I would be

- - , T M P 3TEVENS
17 ¥ay 1978 Head 84(air)

e L ¥ T o L Wil o TPONS Y ORTTY



P STEVERS, Head of S4{Air)

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building, Whitehall, Lonpon S.W.1
Telcphone:-0i-930-7023p0%¢. 01-215-T048

Please address amy reply to _
MINISTRY C¥ DEIENCE.
(Bead of S4{Air) ?

and quote: | 17 May 1978
Your reference: D/S4(Air)/8/3 v

Mr XK B G Barber

Roon 5/56

Departmert of Education and Science
Elizabeth House .
Yoxrk Road

LONDON

S8t 7PH

= —
Dvar M Bor es,

There ig +t0 be a debate on UF0s in the House of lords on
12 June 78 vased cn the following PQ by the Rarl cf Clancarty*

%o ask Her Maj*suv‘s Government whether unev are
aware of the 1ncrea31rg number of reports of sightings

- and lardings of unidentified flying objects (UFCs) on
a worldwide scale, and whether they'wiil initiate an
inter-governuental study of UFOs.

2. The procedure will be similar to an Adjournment Debate in the
Commens. The Farl will introduce the subject, interested members
will speak, and Lord Winterbotitom will reply for the Goverument.
The debate could last anything from 20 minutes to 4 hours: we have
been invited to draft a 10-15 minute winding up speech.

3. Ve do not take this lightly, because Lord Clancartyis an
acknowledged experit on UFCs, whilst MOD has no experts on Urlds - for
mach the same rezsons 28 we have no expexrts or levitation or bvlack
magic., There is much public interest in UFOs at preseat, drummed up
by the Daily Express and in connection with the heavy sci-fi film
tClose Encounters of the Third Kind'. There is a risk that the
Governnent will be persusded to conduct a study of UFOs, or at least
to examine the mass of evidence that Lord Clancarty and his fellow-
ufolozigts have assembled in the last 30 years. Should the Govern-
ments defences break, I neced hardly warn you that &,spon81blllty Tor
the study could wvery likely fall on your Departmenti Accordingly we
would be grateful for your help in dutermlning the proper line for
fovernment to take. :



4. We believe it would he unprsfxtable to indulge in %00 much
flippancy, and intend o propose that the Government injects a dose
of massive common gense into tne debate on UFCs., The general line
we have in mind is: '

a. Ve 4o not discount the possibility of intelligent life
elsewhere among the huge number of other worlds and
other galaxies.

Ve The technical difficulties of space travel are stunning,
with the nearest star 4 light years away, but it would
be unwise to say 'impossible ever't.

Ce. The phenomena lumpsd together as UFQs' are often
reported by responsible and intelligent people.

d. But there is a huge gap between those three statements
and the assumption that 'UFO reports! constitute
serious evidences that extra-terrestial beings are
reconnoitring this planet (Clancarty reports 80,00
verified sxghtln s, the introduction to the book of
'¢lose Bncounters! refers to'millions!),

@, The phenomena reported often have common-sense
explanations (eg aircraft or met balloons in unusual
light, or space debris): it is always difficult to
interpret accurately uwnusuval events seen fleetingly:
and the constant publicity about UFQs leads people 0
interpret the phenomena as extra-~terrestial spacecrait
and to embellish their reports unconsciously .

f. EBxtensive US studies indicate no evidence of extra-
terrestial visits. No studies have heen considered
necesgsary in UK, but perusal of reports received gives
us no cause %0 suspect extra-terrestial activity.

e If there was serious scientific evidence of extra-
terrestial visits we would expect the scientific
world to be agog and committed; but the scientific
world ceems at best unimpressed, more likely hecvily
cynical. ‘

h, There is no internal consistency about the idea of
there having been 80,000 or perhaps millions of genuine
sightingb. We would expect sone accidents or artefactis
{Clancarty has suggested that the CIA has collected and
hidden them all); or some approach to or direct evidence
held by Governments (Clancarty has suggested there is a
conspiracy of silence between Governments until they
know hovw to cove); or some overt political cr cultural
activity to show for 30 years of presumably high-technology
reconnaissance (Clancarty's own UFQO references go back to
the Star of Bethlehem and earlier\.



© o ¢

5  ¥We would olan to lead up to the argument that it is pointless

Yo try 1o persuade ine Government unless and until the sclentific
counmunity has been persuvaded. We could offer the suggestion that

the scieptific communitv is most unlikely 1o be persuaded by mere
quantity of reported sightings (as one newspaper recently remarked,
80,000 times nothlng still aquals nothing); a more prothable course
Would be for (lancaxrty, being so certain ahbout his case, t0 present
say 10 well-documented readily-verifiable recent cases in this

country oo which he would state his professional reputation as a
ufolcgist, It is dcubtiulL whetLer the 'scientific community' would
welcoue our directing Clancarty towards them, but this is surely the
proper course for a layman who believes he has evidence of a matter of
nassive scientific concern upon waich he cannot convince the Government.

6, I would be grateful for your advice on the above propossd line of
action; and, if you agree 1it, advice on any other arguments that could
be advanced. -Attached iz o first draft of a background note describing
the past attitudes of MOD, US, France and Grenada, '

To Because 0f the deadline for briefing Ministers and the intrusion
of the Spring Bank holiday, I amafraid I must ask for your advice by
pm Yednesday 24 May.

. 8, I ar copying this letter to Mr R Alston, Bnergy, 801eﬁce and

Space Department, Room E022, FCO: I have noted the robust line taken
by FCO recently with UNG proposnls t0 study UFCs.
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. SACKGROUND KOTH

The Farl of Clancarty

1. Ve understand from the Press that Lord Clancarty is s staunch
believer in UFOs. He is reported to have seen two and he has writien
seven books on the subject having studied the phenomena for 30 years.
He has asserted that a former French Minister of Defence admitted that
UF0s exist, that thers are serious problems and that many landings have
taken place. When asked to comment on a report that a UFO khad followed
a young housewife home Lord Clancarty told the Evening News that the
lights may have been those of a space craft sent to spy on us by an
unknown civilisation from another planet. A lot of UFOs,-he saigd,

gseex to disguise themselves in clouds,

The American Attitude to UFOs

2. There has been no DBritish scientific enqguiry into the possible
existence of UF(Os. However, the Ministry of Defence has kepi in touch
with the Uaited States Air Force vwho made a systematic atéempt to record
and investigate UFO sightings between 1947 and 1969, During this pericd
the USAF received 12,618 reports: of these 701 were not explained.
3. This USAF investigation known as Project Blue Book was followed
by a study which was originally suggested a member of a congressional
‘Q investigation in the Armed Forces Committee and which was assigned by
the Air Force Office of Scientific Research to the University of Colorado
It was led by Dr Edward V Coawdon, Professor of Physics and formerly
Director of the National Rureau of Standards. The main findings of thie
study, published in 1969 were that{:-
Be About 90% of all UFO reports prove to be plausmbly related.
to na%gg;é& Phenomena,
b, Little if anything had come to light from the study of UFOs
in the past 51 yeargtb@i;adﬂed t0 scientific knowledge.,
" Ce Purther extensive study of UFO sightings wag not justified

in the expectation that science would be advanced thereby.



' b. No svidencec had come to light in the situdy 4o indicate that

2 defenegive hazard,

o

UFQ sgightings might represen
e. The US Department of Defence should continue to handle

UFO reports in its normal surveillance operations without

recourse to special units such as Project Blue Book.
4. These findings were endorsed by a Panel of the National Academy
of Sciences,which advised that the Cowdon enquiry had been an adequate
scientific study of UFO phenomena and that the methodology and approach
were well chosen and in accordance with the accepted standards of scienti
investigation; The Panel added:'"We.are ﬁnanaminsus in the opinion that
this (the Copdon Report) has been a very creditable attempt to apply
objectively the relevant techniques of science to the solution of the
UF@ problem. The Report recognises that there remain UFO-éightings that
are not easily explained. The Report does suggest, however, S0 many
reasonable and possible dirécticns in which an explaration may eventually
be found that there seems %o be no reason to atiribute them tc an extra-
%erfestial source without evidence that is much more convineing.

The Report also shows how difficult it is to apply scientific methods

to fhe occasioﬁal transient sightings with ény chance o§ success., Whilst

further study of particular aspects of the topic (eg atmospheric
phenomena) may be useful, a study of UFOs in general is not a promising
way to expand scientific understanding of the phenomena, On the basis
of present knovwledge the least likely explanation of UFOs is the
hypothesis of extra terrestial visitations by intelligent beings*)

5. The USAF wound up their Project Blue Book investigation on 17
December 1969 on the strength of the Comdon Report, the advice of the
National Academy of Sciences, past UFQO studies and their own experience
of investigatiop UFC reports over two decades. Their conclusions vere
that no UFO reported, inves%igated or evaluated by the Air Force had ever
giver any indication of a threat t¢ their rational security; that there

hadvgeen no evidence sumitted or discovered by the Air Force that

technological developments or principles beyond the range of present day




scientific knewledge,Aand that there had been no evidence indicating
that sightings categorised as "unidentified" were extra terrestial
vehicles.,
6. The Cowdon Report czused a gqod deal of controversy and, we Believe,
was mich criticised. In August 1976, however, the RAF Staff in
Washington were informed by the US Department of the Air Force that there
was nd likelihood of reneved Air Force involvement irn this area. The
Department pointed to the considerable Air Force Commitment of resources
in the past, the extreme pressure on Air Force funds in 1976 and the fact
Smt 1660 e 2wickinie —id  hesm fresenledd A7 warrany
thaﬁqurther investigation by the Air Force. The Department ¢f the Air
Force added that a number of univergities and professional scientific
organisations such as the American Associaticn for the Advancement of
Science had considered UFO phenomena, Private organisations had also
shown interest in serial phenomena. It was considered that such timely
réview of the situation by private groups insurad that sound evidence woul

not bs overlooked by the scientific community.

Ministry of Defence éttitude

T The MOD policy takes its cue from the Americans., It is always
possible, of course, that the considerable correspondence addressed to

MOD might contain some hint, not of UFOs, but of something with.a hostile
terrestial origin which could have a bearing on national security. A1l
letters are therefore referred to specialist authorities in MOD for any
further investigation thought to be necessary; we doinot take the |
engquiries further than that and we do not enter into detailed correspondenc
with the public. The sitandard reply to Members of Parliament and the pubi
is fhat we have nct the resources to éonduct a scientific investigation

- into the rature of UPOs and, although we inﬁariably pass reports of
sightings ‘o the staffs responsible for the air defences, we do nét pursue
enauiries to the point of pesitive iden%ification. We do not dismiss the

rossibility that intelligent life could exist in outer space but to date

[} .
no evidence has emerged to suggest that UFO3 have exitra terrestial origins



®
or that they represent a threat to national security. 1In fact, most
of the sightings have commonplace origins, such as aircraft or aircraft
lights seen from an unusuval angle or in unusual meteorological conditions
8. The trouble is that the dedicated "UFO-clogist" will not listen and
is more concerned with selective evidence to suppert his own thesis, The
more comumon criticlsms ares-

S MOD will not let the public . .see its files. There is a

. Wgover up" for securi%y reasons.

There is no cover up and no security ban. It is true

that when people ask {0 see the MCD UFQ files they are

told the papers must remain confidential., But there is

a mundane rsason for that. The files contain volumunous
correspondence from thé general public and we camnot divulge
the identity of the correspondents, or the references to
classified subjects which some of the files might contain.
To remove these details would require extensive editing

and we have not the staff to do the job. It follows that
the files must remain closed under the rules laid down in
the publié Records Acts which a%t present preclude disclosure
‘until 30 years have elapsed since the date_of the particvlar
correspondence, The earliest reports MOD hold are dated
1962, All earlier UFO papers were destroyed many years ago.

Ve MOD employs a special UFO organisation.,

Quite untrue. Nobody'is employed full time to monitor UFO
sightings. There is no UF0 section in MOD, One of the
Secretarial branches answers letters from the public about
UFOg but it has many other, quite different, responsibilities
as well, Tt does not review or analyse the sightings. It
merely sends the ieﬁtefs tc the specialised branches who

sxamine them soldx to see if they have any hearing on the

air defences.v



C. .Vast numbers of UF0O sightings are reported to'm03,
®SNY are unexpiained

No statisticel records are kept in MCOD because of the
staff shortage. All we can say is that MOD received
rather more than 400 reports from the public in 1977, at
a rate of 20 tc 40 per month on average. There was a
flurry of corvespondence recently when the Daily Express
launched its advertising campaign for the commercial film
“"Close Encounters of the Third Kind",

Attitude of French Government to UF(s

9. Apart from American policy we have recent information on only twe
Governments - those of France and Grena@a. The’French official
procedure is not unlike ours. Reports from the public ge in the first
place to the Gendarmerie who if necessary interview the obsefver and
take statements. The Gendarmerie send on the reports simultaneously
$0 the Centrs National d'Etudes Spatiales (CENS) aﬁd to the French
Einistry‘of Defence, vho check radars etc to discover any military
iﬁplicatiOns.A Thé reports are then fed into a computer sc that they can
be "added to the statistics of the problem". |
10. The view of the French Ministry of Defence may be summarised as
follows:

a, The role of the Air Force consists solely in estimating

\ whether certain information anongst the evidence they receive

O g

Eis likely to affect national defence; this is not in fact 80 esee
No acts of aggression either against persons or property

| -~ eivilian or military have been detected.
be The phenomena cannot at present be analysed by means of
 kmown neasuring instruments .... Whilst maintaining an
open mind we must restrain ocurselves from hasty conclusions
regarding the nature and origin of the phenomena and accept
the fact that this problem like many others :emains suspended

in space.



11. In the last few months & small study group has veer set up under
the auiprce! of the CNES. It is chaired by Vonsieur Claude Poher
aﬁd is called~the Groupe d'Etude des Phenomenes Aerospatiaux Non-
identifies. The terms of reference for this group are not yet known
but the title seems to be self-explanatory. The group has no formal
links with the United Xingdom,and the Deparitment of Education and Science
advise that there is no similar scienitific group in UK to study
unidentified objects to phenomena,
12, ILord Clancarty drew attention to this group in a recent
Parliamentary Question when he also referred to a broadcast on France~
Inter radio in February 1974 when M. Robert Galley, the then French
Minister of Defence was interviewed about UFOs. The interview is reporte:
in a book, "The Crack in the Universe" which contains an accurate
translation of the broadcast and introduces the transcriplquite fairly
as an interview in which the Minister declared "there are phenoméﬁa
vhich are unexplained", The blurk on the dust cover, however, has
M. Galley freely aﬁmitting that UFOs exist and that they are a serious
problem. According to the offical transcript ¥, Galley made only itwo
points of substance:-
a, There are things about UFOs vwhich are not understood ani
have not been explained,
b. "We :must adopt an extremely open attitude of mind to this, nob

put into doubt the sincerity 6f people reporting UFOs ....

but at the moment it is really far too soon to draw the

least conclusion",

Attitude of the CGovernment of Grenade

13. In December 1977 Sir Bric Gairy, Prime Minister of Grenada, {abled
a resolution at the United Nations calling on the Special Political
Committee to set up a special agency or department to conduct research

into unidentified flying objects and related phenomena. The British

¥ .



(and we believe other) representatives were briefed to cppose such an
agency on the grounds that it would'reduce the credibility of the Unitled
Nations. 8ir Eric withdrew the proposal and‘circulated a draft
resolution recuiring the Secretary General to conduct a wide-ranging
investigation inte flying saucers, jucluding an analysis of the
benefits, problems and dangers stemming from any contact with terrestial
life. |

14, The UN Speecial Political Committee advised the General Assembly

to0 take note of the various statements made by the Prime Minister of
Grenada and to)instruct the Secretary General to transmit the text %o
Member States of the UN and to interested specialist agences., In cther

words the resolution has been shelved indefinitely.
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/DD Ops(GE)/10/8C
Sh(Air)

Copies to: -
PS/CS(RAF)

PI 55 ".!...

UFOS DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF IORDS

Reference: @

A. D/sW(Air)/8/3 dated 17 May 78

1e Reference A asked if we could comment more fully aﬁout the evidence of extra-
terrestial activity based on the reports received in the Ministry of Defence.
.Additionaliy you wished to know how UFO reports are processed and whether there has
been any attempt to consider them as & whole,

2e All aserial phenomena reports received by the Air Force Department of the MOD
are reviewed by the Directorate of Cﬁerations (A Def & 0); specifically by Ops(GE)2c.
Each report is assessed on its merits and can be subjected %o further investigation
if considered necessary. An example of such an investigation is contained in

Annex A;. a number of time.co—incident reportz concerning the sighting of aerial
phenomena over Southern England in the early hours of 16 April were eventually linked,
by RAF Fylingdalés (a BMEWS site), to the re-entry into earth's atmosphere of a
satellite or satellite debris.

3. In the period 1 May 77 to 30 April 78 a total of 501 aerial phenomena reports
were received and'processed; of these cﬁly 6% indicated that further investigaticn
vas required; each reporf needing appreximately 3 working hours to process fully,
Such investigation requires that detail contsined in each report be mapped and the
resultant posSible trajectory/track be correlated with any factﬁal evidence that
may be available either from the Ballistic Miesile Early Warning System (BMEWS) or
the Air Defence Ground Environment (ADGE) radar sites. During this period Air
Defence radar sites have no record of vnusual observations. Indeed ﬁone of the
unusual phenomena reports have ever been coufirmed as having an unknown origin by

our ground radar sites.

SIFIED



The National Archives
RAF report Neil Colvin
RAF DDOps(GE) report compiled by Group Captain Neil Colvin summarising results of an investigation by air defence staff of a series of UFO reported received on 16 April 1978. The report includes an analysis of some 501 reports logged by the RAF during 1977-78, none of which were corroborated by radar.
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lf.” Until the receipt of Reference A no attempt has been made to consider the
xrepéfts as a whole, indeed the effort required would be difficult to justify. A
review of the reports still held on file has been carried out; the statistical
results appear in Annex B. Two points of interest emerge: firstly there appears

to be a. dramatic increase in the number of reported sightings since the end of 76,
although it is possible that some reports received during the period 72-76 may

have been destroyed. Secondly the detailed plotting of a number of the reports
received in the period 1 Jan 78 to 30 April (Annex C) reveals a number of observation
patterns which could be interpreted as the sighting of manmade space objeets and/or
decaying sateliite debris re-entering the earth's atmosphere. The CS may wish to

" comment on this. However, much detailed work would be necessary fo investigate fully
this hypothesis.

S. RAF Fylingdales advise that on 23 May a total of 4,661 items of manmade space
objects were orbiting the earth. Of these, 65% (3,343) had an angle of inclination
which would result in an overflight of the United.Kingdom. At Annex D is a table

of the number of menmade objects launched each year since 1972. The table also shows
yearly a&ditions to the spéce catalogue and the number of items which were removed
from the catalogue as they decayed from orbit and entered earth's atmosphere. It

is estimated that approximately 20% of decaying objects are of sufficient size to

be visible on their'entry into the atmospheré.

6. Ve believe that the majority of aerial phenomena sighting reports have a rational
explanation; meteorological .palloons, atmospheric phenomena, orbitingz space
hardware, space debris re-entering the earth's atmo;phere, cosmic debris and high-
flying aircraft (both military and civil) are among the most probable eiplanations.
Of the reports reviewed to date we can find no evidence of extra terrestial visitation
to either earth, its atmosphere or near space. The total lack of primary radar
observations of unnatural phenomena leads us to be sceptical of Lord Clancarty's

claims although we would not wish to state categorically that "UFOs" do not exist.

2 | |
YNCHERSS|FIED
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Und;ubtedly a very small proportion of sightings reports will defy rational
‘Vexplanations but within MOD AFD wevhave neither the staff, information nor the time

to investigate fully all réports. |

7. We propose to continue with the compilation of Annex B in order that you may

be given a current statement of fiéures at the time of the resubmission of the PQ.

Mg

/2. Jun 78 N G COLVIN
Group Captain
DD Ops(GE) (RAF)
MB L257 7892 MB

3
URETASSIFIED
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' . ' . ANNEX A TO

D/DD Opsl ¢E)/10/80C
DATED . JUN 78

INVESTIGATION OF AERIAL PHENOMENA REPORTS - 16 APRIL

Reference: ‘
A. D/su(Air)/8/3 dated 17 May 78.

1. As a result of the receipt on 17 April of a number of reports relating to time
co-incident sightings of aerial phenomena in the early morning of 16 April, an
investigation as to the probable cause was initiated. The period initially
investigatéd was 15, 16 and 17 April and Appendix 1 shows the initial resuits
which indicateé that on 16th and 17th sighting reports revealed that phenomena
were observed to travel from the South-West tb the North-East across the Southern
half of the United Kingdom, whilst on 15 April a reverse direction was observéd.
As the predominant number of sightings were after midnight on 16 April these were
reviewed in more detail and appear at Appendix 2. Subsequent discussion with
Fylingdales on 18 April revealed that 3 items of space hardware had been deleted
from the space catalogue and from the trajectory of the phenomens reports it

. could be reasonably assumed that the witnesses had observed decaying items of
hardware re?entering the earths atmosphere.
2, Subsequent to the receipt of Reference A the incident on 16 April has been
re~-examined, A geographical plan of the reports is at Appendix 3 together with
numerically related reports, It is of interest that while the majority of the

reports describe what was seen by the observer,reports 1 and 5 contain a limited

amount of embellishment. Over the period May 77 to April 78 .2 percent of all
received reports contained descriptions which could be interpreted as a report of

the sighting of an "UFO", Two examples are shown at Appendix 4.,

- UREERSRYFIED
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3. The information given in all aerial phenomensa reports is related to the

following paragraph sequence:

A,
B,
C.

D.

Be

F.
G.
H.
Je
K.
L.
M.
q.

0.

P.

Date, Time and Duration of Sighting
Description of Object

Exact Position ;f Observer

How Observed

Direction in which Object was first seen
Anguiar Elevation of 0bject

Distance of Object from Observer

Movements of 0Object

Meteorological Conditions During Observations
Nearby Objects

To Whom Reported

Name and Address of Informant

Any Background Information on the Informant that may be Volunteered.
Othef Witnesses .

Date and Time of Receipt of Report.

UNRCEASSIFIED



<
v
Al
| < .

‘ &
‘ /17 And » APPENDIX 1 to
!RIAL PHENOMENA REPORTS - 15/16/17 April 78 @0 A 1
TNITTAL IIVESTIGATICHN , D/DD Ops (&E)/10/8C

Dated /2. June73




P .':-}u..z...; IR IR R R L YA LY. OL/‘ Al\}i\‘:l:—fr;—;;-ffa i
D/PU Ops{GE)/1C/5C

c}/,i Dated ;2. June8




A

ARRIAL PHENCIENA REPORTS = 150100 to 160130% [0 APFENDIX 3 to
i oAU AINEX 4 to
‘ - - FINAL REVIEJ _

c},‘ D/DD Ops (GE)/410/8C

Dated ;> June78

. Estimated flight path

ey




0 ML

“

) : ‘;:\ \‘f 4 r CC“ APD R T T e e or— Lo ~'C.‘( T T ———
F.' : C ATCC Lj ' R Q“«A‘L Bt S ""**‘
0 LEDUY AIR | T
BT o : | : -
UNGLAS - ' t14174
DIG LGZ161 ~ , : | o
AER| AL FhE

L FHEnORERA :
N 150710 aon 15 sccous o i e
B CIGAR SHAPED HOSE CIoLE VLPY r"“IGPT FUSELAGE DIFFERGIT COLCUR
WHCLE CBJECT VERY ERIGHT - - - =
BOURNEN OUTH ‘u.JuORS PTATIO”:\PY

G ..

b NAKED EYE : . ‘ o

E EAST - . o o .

F 30 DEGREES Lo -

Gl nE TO 11\'0 i ILES an).l F{U'\" T i 6
H FIXED FLIGHT PATI TuﬂaLLLl'C EAST

J CLEAR : - \Gb
K GRID SYSTEH ACs OSS t:'IL:L.D AT PaAP SlREET LA iPS |

L ATC HURH - -- - - cae e \\\

M KR S".EP ST C& CIL& 2 UOODL BE R“OOD d”U HCUTH

PAGE 2 RZD QA
N HATIQIAL SER

03 UYCLF : .-
VICE WITH QAp ODC:FV:P CORP

P 1610154 AFPE
BT . .

- - Gan. ) S 4R m&w

p e a1 fed?) i)
v \. by 6P (e )L.f
Cal i D86 bk&\c,)
Cav )Y Dt 14




. /- o e
‘ 4 ( FOR
R - ) { '
N o s Kl iH o i v Y (T . . "
- cae o mm s yaen et W -
DY e e st 0 .
o T S

A 8 il e T I T
R R ‘\

. B X an ] ~ R I . ‘
. o I FORACO2 T i !.K': ISR R o ) [>\7 i
- “upmn o : ;

RIEEIEIEY _ einjﬁfTM“Mmmﬁ

VZCZCPDAGSZ Uy $arker §0%57 /,?/r;"' Tt
PR RUD S e e 4 & o - - AN - Th

pE RBOPGA 004 1061035 . e .
l‘ P\ UUUUU » ""‘WW*,.-_,.,_,_ y : enlowa ' ﬁ

P

Time

LAY s e N "

R 1 6 16 0 02 AP R .-: ' . . == ““‘Z!n‘i"ff.-:%
FH LATCCHIL , v
TO "ODU' AIR

BT
UHCLAS : ’ ' . |
DIG LGzZ160 ' . .
ﬁLRlnL DHENGHEHA . . ) \?%&J
10\,1 10A r\Dn 5 TO 1C SE.CS - ~ ' - o )
QUE Wil TE W7 1‘1 C.Xi LUST TURN TO PLATE gHAPE AND EXPLODCZV Ranan
QUTDOCRS C pDEN STalh i£S - . :
‘ 1\[\ ’) EYl_.
‘\'E.Sr 10 E*\-JT

C}elq:D suAPE FROI FIDST OQSLrvqliO“ ‘S COAL AND FI‘rLLﬁ EX?L' ED

-7 C%EQTU” HAD R CLOSE STn!hH

ZEF‘?:C‘:C.G)TQMUOUJ>
3
-
O
.I>.
F"
< 13

pACr » RBOPGA 004 UHCLAS
0 K1
P 10104)A HPR

BT

’/?’/ 5f//r°//t)/(//£/\/ &)
CAr /455( [/\f,
cyd 22 r5EE) /"'
HMHN 473 -bfsba(@%
o Ay DI rSD ).




3
i i
i

4
p

’ e 0~ + 0t o0~ =™ 1T 7T
T S U S S full

L]
5
-

3
(P
oy

’ .
¢ mm o m . .
{ - s e -

hﬁ,

F

-
[

(} - A

oy e
APV DN

LRty R
O -

[o 7. St R & i o Tl

I 4
0 A - k4
P N et L - DY
SALS. L
s goar e eromm oy v T e g TR B .
. : - - )
. — A
{ i — ]
T - Y ke S P e Ll S ol | ¢
Bt P Dl S el LI S s A R
L] (e
AN
S 4
v & i
-
o ,
- €
ay
2t
{
. I
! . ~ .
— e e e g T o e . )
R T e A 4
R S A SO R -
o &
’ [ S o
- — - I i 3
T i Sy e e i
e o
- a . ‘e
N~ B .
~ e - ‘(‘h
N " m‘ .-
. . - . %,




Shofanalzaar Snafves LR T

- -

TRV L S L e - e oy e

LT RE ULE « 8 M Tl

VZCZCPDAQSSZC uu S -
R RBDUC - . (?; I [ ————
= RBOPGA 002 1060740 . AL v
R UUULU .- R e S e
“i607102 ApR Do H2T T ICYSTE | Daprah n !
5 LATCCHIL : - - o
0 KCDUK AIR . o , Check i
T _ o TR IR MM 0P b - - _ <
MOLAS 3
1G LGZ159
ERIAL PHEMNOMENA
. 1501032 APR TO 10 1;5"03 : -- ST
. OKE WHITE AND ORAIGE EXHAUST TPnIL BRIGHT NONE NOWE
.« QUENHS ROAD SlOuL OUTDOOR STATIOCHARY Co
. NAXED EYE - - C
« HORTH EASY! ,
o H/K ¢
. STEADY . :
. SKY CLEAR T
. VICTORIA BUILDINGS CL]FTO :
« SOUT{iEAD POLICE STATIO! BRISTOL - -
.- DETECTIVE 11 °F 1KSPLCnua CLIFFOnD STAPLE HILL POLICE STATIOH

RISTOL

~—rry

YED DURING EhPLY HOURS OF 16 APR fPGu Tn

AGE -2 R3DPGA 002 CL S

. NOWE - |

‘.»SGT~CAHPEELL, REDLAD POLICE STATION BRISTOL
'SINILAR REPGRTS RECE

OLLCUING FOL1CE FORCES

ARDIFF CENTRAL FOLICE

URTCH Ot TRENT POLICE

Yol S¢r ”FSCT COUSTABULARY-

HESE RFDOFTS GIIE biC“Tluq TIHES BETWEEN

NNH ‘.,

,,,yze;}/21q/’)

:)}7 >;>é3(/3/(;)

DS /:»j)CEE)

si(WR) (2) Ae

DHYIA /u«)( s )

8z

APR

592 To 1601

e




-

.
R RO VN St et S T

/x et T
P
4
K

- .
i. e e e et e e 4o .

/// B } i Scrial

. ! AR rte . .
- . s " L e d - oY o
L tl.-.;l R G

°° YZCZCPDAOS1 uu
RR REDUC :

DE RBDPGA 005 1061210 -
MR UUUUY : f'““—*~a«~aua.4;

R 1610552 -APR
FI LATCCIIIL o "~'-'w“"“"";~°¥"—*’:.Y-mg..-%,,.’:mm
TO MHODUX AIR '
BT
UNCLAS
DIG LGZ162 :
AERIAL PHENONME!IA I _
A 160130A APR SHORT DURATION - -
B ONE OVAL ORAHGE WITH WHITE coc PIT
C BEDRQOO! WINDOW CF HOUSE -
D KAKED EYE

E FRO;4 -SOUTH WEST

E

G

HOT KLOWH :
1000FT S - - : e oL e . L
"H-CANE FROH SOUTHWEST HO\' R_D si*E WENT OFF AT GREAT SPEED TO SOUTH

K HULTI STORZY FLATS
L PCLICE MAINDIE MEWPORT - R
M MR S!u. EY 1iORGAN 27 nh‘C,LA‘ D C 'TRE HEWPORT

PAGE 2 RECPGA (05 UICLAS
NHIL

0 ML R
P 1610154 APR GUYHEDD POLICE

. CAR  Sacazy (B
Cf\“"\ hcsS C") Cfu z':) (M{
i D_)G P) C. &7 —

[ S

- Ch ISR Csi)
cAN DD

e T U o - -
- o ——— T et e e e e+ s ey A o R e RS T U UG SV S



e b e i

P EECHIN S

- .

[eo

(B

Wpr

v v
" ow
. FanN

b




LR S O

L JH ® I

[Ae

-

A

[r. iri
[+)

[N 1,
) !
(€3] ..
i) [

et AR ¥
' fey vl
o] e )
Inled

vl N A

e
rr .

Y

Y
i

R
1

-~
s

Ui

~
L1

4

Tt

(Al

%)

._ »
DRI TN A NN
e T
o
- 07y e
o Y Sy 0
n..
L [RE IRl AR el O
TR
oy
AN
.
w.., IERTRCON S W I
—t S LA
Povde, Sy EY T LY (N




LTy

[OERrRES

ek

3

..
g

N

"

doed
i

P L Py S

v
200

pele

[AM
[
i)

N
0

(SR I

O Ny

[
0.,
",

vy

1y
0y

1t

»
3
1

.~ F




.

h
3

i |

RS

i

ey 49
et

[

ek

)]

Ll
iy

v
kS

-y




.
N .
HOSRERE S S ] .
-~ .l ./ —_
H . H =
R Y B
T e et amtm creen
' A A -:1,"'
s L T e
e e e g e
NN L S

—~
-~

Qo B T e U P

- P I - T I

; P S

P s o e s T e s e} o -
oL ST T h AR
R I eern b -t PSR il
e R
[ D e RO TR ¢ -y il
A & s B e v
Lang .
TV e g ~ -y T e o= g
-~ e N Ct
—.ad - d A K
-
I
badlead .
-
- F o v e
- [N - .-
. .
el - 7 T g -,
- - . [ A A |
- 4 ~ a7
RN -t P— - o
- ; o e 5
e e - . SR . S
¥ - s
- - & i - -~

.
—y ey s
- Tl
O p ter T ey sy
h ‘ B - Ly ) *
Ll FE :,»*.:}.‘
: 1T - -~ Tr .y R .
i Ly S e =
b 1 [ AN T o

~r oy Ve

.
PLIN- { )
o R *
LTS ;
LS
7
.
¢

0¥
H

tei




) e -7 .
o e
. .
~ . - " e v - — s
H ’ IR P |
- - 1Y -t - - - » — -
- . . .

. o
LT T
— - - - B
T . R
- d -
“«coa
P . P .
L e o T N
[N GFR Y JE D

o

o
2y
R

PN

5

I TS ALY -
:

-~ e~ 2
—— o E
-,
e - F e
i L3
- s oy .
- A 2

L




P S
[

118 L S ORI ot e

(Clouds, haze, mist etc.)

Clear

C 3 o
e e I \bO % - ;,;'/ Ll
l.i REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT S
| & Date, Time and Duration of 180107A" April
Sighting. 11 to 12 seconds
B. -DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT oI g
*  {(Numper of objectis, size, hite with oronce centre :
.shape, colour, bflgﬂtness) (Mot unlike the trail of
a, roclzet firework)
- EXACT POSITION OF O3SERVER o | |
C. (Location, indeoor/outdoor, 3ﬂdOOP looxing out of 5
Statlonapy’ movn_ng) ‘IOPt:h fﬁ.Clnf‘ l‘ldO\/.
D ' HOW OBSERVED . ,
* (Naked eye, binoculars, Naked Tye
other optical dev1oes
still or movie)
E. DIRECTION IN WHICH O3JLCT
FARSY_SIEY West, ine Taat 4
(A Tandmerk may be more 8SL MOViNg nasy !
useful than a badly estimated
bearing) :
F. ANGIE OF SICHT ' :
* (Bstimated heignts are 120°from an upper room ApTrCIT
unreliable) 114 ft from ground. :
G ' DISTAN . i :_1 5
*  (By reference to known Not \nqun e ]
landmark) ‘ . \ v - 1 i
H e N'OVE vl ITS . . -
(Changes in E, F and G may be [°p€21ing vp, broke i”‘z e
of more use than estimates or Liree parts’tien disnprer: -
course and speed) ;
J.  MET CONDITIONS DURTHG i
‘ OBSERYVA .1643

s g s




L O

"NEARBY O2JECTS

'plant

(Telepnone 1linss, high volpage
lines, reservolir, laXe or dei,
Swamp or mersi, river, higi

build;ugs vall chxmnevs ‘
steeples, spires, TV or radio
masts, airfields, gbneratlro

sites with flood lignts or
night lighting)

factories, pits or other

!
t o Soe
A U

ik OUDln.’T es )uc_ L n.x.bﬂ C
all round visanility

1

L. TO WHOM REPCRTED (oayedsre polics stab-c.
(Police, military, press etc)
TeLl-
M, NAME AND AD“D"SS CF _INF OHM»NT wrs Yoodward — 3eu--9530
: 310 Tong Leone |
Qfﬁv_'! mr 'f;_zr:‘-
"~ BACKGROUND OF INFQRIUANT THAT ~ .
N.  JAY 83 vo:.ur,m-én | Sugar refiner
0. QIR WITNESSES Mr Woodward
P. DETAIIED MET REPCRT .
(AFOR to obtain) Clear with few showers
Q. DATE AND TIVE OF RECHETPT 1811004 April 1378
R. ADOC ASSESSIENT
(Check radars, ATCCs eic)
1. Aircraft
2. Ranges
3. Gliding
4. Balloon
5. ~Alr Sea Rescue
Activities /V /7
- s v
Date _ 'fn ATLL 2979 Sqn Lar.

DC? AfOR (HAF)

Copies Lo: S4f(Alr )/S TCCC/CPS8 qu)a/D‘ 5o SCIENCZZ/7 it
Rm 8249 Rm 42560 Rm 3/17 Rm 1205 .
Main Blg ¥ain Blg Metlropole ¥ain 35:3

(2 Copies)
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r'b/Y' R

-REPORT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING O”JJOT e

Date Time and Durablon of
Slghting.

. as
1601004 2 seconds /. O

| Mc

DESCRIPTION OF ORJECT

DlMllBP Lo Poclet Tirewar~

FIRST' SEEN

(A landmark may be more
useful than & badly estimated
bearing) | -

B AR . front nalf a hall shnpe -
* (Numoer oI objectis, size, trail of snarks % patches o:
‘ -shape, colour, brightness) brown smoke — one only
. (Looatlon 1ndoor/out oor, vetweeq nodﬂlestnn c.nrq
stationary, mov1n°) Hertford
p.  HOW OBSERVED . |
* . (Naked eye, binoculars, Nakel eye
other Optlcal dev1ces
still or movie)
E. - DIRECTION IN WHICH O3JECT

Jest to East

ANGIE QOF SICHT
(Bstimated heights are
unreliable)

1 - 2 miles:

DISTANCE
(By reference to known
landmark)

near distance - alnort,
overnead -

MOVEVENTS

(Changes in Z, Fand G may be
of more use thsn estimates orf
course and spesd)

2 L

nil

(O,

—a e

MET CONDITION
OBSERVATICNS
(Clouds, haze, mist stc.)

C)

IS _DURIN

R e e ST e S




NEARBY O3JECTS -

(Telephone lines, high voltage
lines, reservoir, lake or dam,
swamp O marsi, rlvbr high

buildings, tall Chlmﬂtdo,
steeples, spires, TV or radio

masts, alrflelds generating
plant, ¢aouo;¢es Dits or othe
sites with fflood llghts or
night llghtlng)

fiain road - fairly cla

r

(AFOR to obtain)

Ll . TO ‘V"Vq:IOML REPORT'ED . Pollce (}Iertfopd)
(Police, military, press etc) |
M, NAMB A\”) ADD ESS OF INFCRUANT ¥rs Suzanne High
\ : 24 Piversmeet, ‘Inrtford
y.  BACKGROUND OF INFORVANT THAT Hi1
* . MAY Bb VOLONTEERED i
0. OTHER WITNESSES With husban?
-|P.  DETAILED MET REPORT Sunny spells. few

- shoviers or rain or slect

T 1"\
Jiih

" "DATE_AND TIME OF REGEIPT |

1601504

ADOC ASSESSMENT
* (Check radars, ATCCs setc)

1. Aiprcraft
. 2. Ranges
- 3., Gliding
4. Balloon

5. Air Ses Rescue
Activities

C\‘\ ?
FL U

Ly

. Dale AF;\, 1({

S4f(Air)/STCCC/CP
-Rm 8249
Main Blg

(2 Copies)

Copies t.o:
. xn 4 30
Main Blg

CE)Z/DI 55

Sgn Ldr. G5G0O ﬁFOR (RAF)

SCIE! ﬂ~3/“ILZ
Rm 1205
Main Blg

Rm 3/17
Metrepola



b\
[ ST
. REPORT OW AN UNIDENTIFIED FINI G O JEOT - L
| A.  Date, Time and Duration of 180115\ April
Slghblﬂg. 10 L)GCOLJ.GQ
5.  DESCRIPTION OF OBJHCT - _ _
*  (Number ol objecus, size, Rright, white light (not
.shape, colour, bplgﬂbneos) ~nillike firework trail)
Jisappeare® tien re-nnmecrps:
- BEXACT POSITION OF QOBSERVER _ o
C. (Location, indoor/outdoor, In motor car (in motion an<
statlonary, moving) stationary)
tp  How OBSERVED
*  (Naked eye, binoculars, * Naked eye
othsr Optluul dev¢ceo,
still or movis)
E. © DIRECTION IN WHICH OBJFECT
FIRST SopN :
?A 1anamarﬂ may be more Vest to Dast
useful than a badly est1mauea ;
bearlng/
p. ANGLE OF SICHT |
* (Estimated hsights are Due Norti.
unreliables) , 30® anprox
G" DISTANCE ‘
* (By refersnce to known Anprox over Donnin.-ton
landmafk) ‘ C"\.C’tle (J"x xllleﬁ D0 )
PR R o AFis Ty |
He %OVbMENTS
Chnanges in 2, F and G may bs s . .
of move USe then estimates of Sesinle rednction in
course and spsed) altituie
' -
J MET C.JDITIC\ DURING
*  OBSERVATITVS
(Clouds, naza, mist etec.) Clear with br 18*//\\
moonlight .

\\&li//}



= - ‘ - ;
(K Q NEARBY_CBJECES 1 - |
(Telephone llneo, high voltage

lines, reservoir, laxe or Qam C
swamp or marsh, river, higi NOrie
bullulp Lall CﬂlmueJS

steenles snlres TV or radio
masus, alPLléldS generating
'pluﬂb, faotcrlcu, pits or other
sites with flood lights or
night lighting)

L. TO_WHOM REPORTED

(Police, military, press eic) Hil
~|lir Palmer Te
M. NAMU AND A DRES P INFCRUANT /3 Punert rload 0635- 43205
: Nevoury . .
Danlsa JeL- 32T slle

BACKGROUND OF TNFORMANT THAT

N, MAY BE VOLUL ORIRED accoutant with 3R
. Lu,u..u.

0., OTHER WITNESSES Miss Jane Javies

P,  DETAILED NET REPOR | Clear with few showers
(AFOR to obtain) v RO AR

Q. DATE AND TIIE OF RECEIPT 1810207 arril

R, ADOC ASSESSIZNT
~ (Check redars, ATCCs etc)

1. Aircraft
2. Ranges
3. Gliding [
4, Balloon
5. Air Sea Rescus o
Activities , [ [/
’/’/ 1; 231 107D ‘ "’:A'////{[jw)
Date 7z o0bPLl. Lui% Sqn_Ldr.iGIl} ArUR \HAF
Copies to: S4L{Air)/STCTC/TES ( (CE)e/DI 55 | SCIEICZ3/FILs
Rm 8249 | Rm 4230 Rm 3/17 Rm 1206 :
Main Blg Main Blg Metropole ¥ain Biz

(9 NAnt o)
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2 ANNEX. B _TO
I DD OPS{CE)10/8c
m DATED o JUN 78
O :
RECORD OF AERTAL PHENOMENA REPORTS STILL RETATNED BY D OF ’OPS (A DEP & 0)
YEAR | JAN FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JUL | AUG | SEP | OCT | NOV | D=C TOTAILS
1e72 4 7 7 13 2 - - - - - - - 58
1975 - - - - 1 5 - 1 4 - 1 - 10
1974 - 1 - 1.0 - 2 5 21 9 3 - - 51
1975 | - v 8 2| & |6 6 18| 6 7 181 9 91
1996 - - 11 & - 11 17 10 3 9 5 14 85
197 17 20 13 ) 70 25 62 27 43 49 27 20 387
q :
1978 29 23 48 68 = 278
5
NOTE: It is possible that a number of Reports recg.ved between 1972 and 1975/76 could have
hezen destroyed. @)
2
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o UNCLASSIEIED:
AllieX D TO
D/DD CrS(Gr)10/8/C
DATLD »» JULie 1978
SPACZ CATALOGUE - TABLE OF MAN-MADL SPACE HARDWARL - WORLDWIDS
a v c a
Year Total added to Toteli Launches Total Decay
Catalogue ; :
1972 568 99 573
1973 - 763 : 108 524 -
1974 510 106 » a %61
1975 976 125 16
1976 1128 128 674
1977 979 o0 525
1978 279 51 | 210
NOTES

1. Column b.identifies the number of items of space hardware that
are added to the Svace Catalogue each year, {Includes all
hardware remnants from a Space launch).

2e Column c¢. The total number of launches (worldwide)

3. Colurn d. Tectal number of items of space hardware that have
decayed into earth atmosphere, 20% are large enough to be
visible from earth.

4, Total number of items in Space Catalogue up to 23 May 78 = 4667

Of these 75! (%64%) have a trajectory which would result in
overflight of UK.

UNGEASSIEIED
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ANNEX € 4o
D/DD Ops (GE)/10/8C
Dated /2 June 78
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1 0 '

i i .

...

o
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Applicant:!

Case Number: 17-01-2005-103143-013 Expiry: 11 February 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Please could you let me know the number of UFO sightings reported by the
public in the last 50 years.

Case for release of information

The applicant has requested figures for the past 50 years, however, the MOD
has only kept statistics on the number of UFO reports received since 1959.
These figures include all the reports received per year and are not segregated
by source (ie. public, military personnel, civilian pilots, air traffic controllers,
etc). These figures have already been released in answer to Parliamentary
Questions and enquiries from the public.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.

Grade/Rank: ..... b 2 ................ Name.:.. _ ..............




pear [N

Thank you for your e-mail of 16 January concerning the number of UFO
sightings reported in the last 50 years. Your request has been passed to this
department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for
correspondence regarding UFOs. Your request has been considered in
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Please find attached a list of the number of UFO sighting reports received by
the MOD since 1959. We do not hold figures before 1959. These figures are
not held by source (i.e. members of the public, military, civilian pilots, air traffic
controller, police etc) so these show the total number of reports received per
year from all sources.

| hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements
or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then
you should contact the undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain
dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the
Director of Information Exploitation, 6" Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SWi1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50
of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note the Information
Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal process
has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner’s website,
hitp://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air — dom of Information
5" Floor, Zone H,H

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

Das-ufo-office @ mod.uk

26™ January 2005



NUMBERS OF “UNEXPLAINED” AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED
TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Figures from before 1959 are not available.

N.B. The figures below relate to the number of reports, received by the Ministry of
Defence, of aerial activity which was not immediately identifiable to the witness.
They should not be taken to reflect sightings of “UFOs/flying saucers”.

1959 - 22
1960 - 31
1961 - 71
1962 — 46
1963 - 51
1964 — 74
1965 — 56
1966 — 95
1967 — 362
1968 — 280
1969 — 228
1970 -181
1971 -379
1972 - 201
1973 —233
1974 - 177
1975 - 208 @
1976 — 200
1977 - 435
1978 — 750
1979 — 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
1983 — 390
1984 - 214
1985 - 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 — 397
1989 - 258
1990 - 209
1991 - 117
1992 — 147
1993 — 258
1994 - 250
1995 -373

R



The National Archives
MoD UFO list 1959-2005
Numerical listing of UFO sighting reports received by MoD between 1959 and 2005.


1996 — 609
1997 — 425
1998 — 193
1999 - 229
2000 -210
2001 -203
2002 - 100
2003 - 99
2004 — 85
2005 -4
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' AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

appiicant: |

Case Number: 07-01-2005- 16454606 Expiry: 4 February 2005
10 LTS(-000,

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

Under the guidelines of the new Freedom of Information Act, | am enquiring
about what has become known as “The Rendlesham Incident”. The date of
this incident was the night of December 27/28 1980 and centred around the
sighting(s) of an unidentified aerial object / craft, in effect a UFO an alleged
landing / near landing of same. The event(s) involved members of the USAF
and other personnel at RAF Bentwaters and Woodbridge bases adjacent to
Rendlesham Forest in South-East England, and was subsequently reported
on the “News of the World (Oct 2 1983) and later via two books, “Turn Left at
Eastgate” and “You Can’t Tell The People”. Specifically, | wish to have the
following questions addressed:

(1) Have any of the reported aerial / landed/ near landed objects been
identified?

(2) During the years following December 28, 1980 was information pertaining
to any part(s) of the Rendlesham Incident withheld from the public domain?

(3) If “yes” to Q2, why was this information denied public scrutiny?
(4) If applicable, do you have for release — to send to me — a copy of any

original document / memo that will support the official suppression of the
Rendlesham Incident?

Case for release of information

The documents on these events were not “suppressed” or “denied public
scrutiny”, but prior to the introduction of the FOI Act, they were closed for 30
years in accordance with the Public Record Act 1958 and 1967. Since 1994
the public have been able to make requests for information from closed files in
accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information
(the Code). Following such a request in July 2002, the documents were
released and are now freely available via the MOD FOI Publication Scheme.

Please see attached a draft letter to ||| | G informini him of the above

and how he can access these records. This answer: equest in
full.



Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.



From:
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 721
{Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office @mod.

Your Reference

Our Reference
1ngs Norton %7-,[0 1-2005-104751-006
g ate

oo N

Thank you for your letter dated 3 January regarding your Freedom of Information request for
information about the alleged UFO incident at Rendlesham Forest, Suffolk in December 1980.

In response to your questions;

(1) The MOD records of the period contain no evidence that anything was positively identified as
landing at Rendlesham Forest on 28 December 1980.

(2-4) Until 31 December 2004 in accordance with the provisions of the Public Records Act of
1958 and 1967, by law all Government files were closed from public viewing for 30 years after
completion of the last action. This Act of Parliament applied to all Government files, and not just
those containing information about UFO sightings. In 1994 the Government introduced the Code
of Practice on Access to Government Information (the Code). This was not legislation, but a
Citizen’s Charter which encouraged the provision of information unless its disclosure would, for
example, cause harm to defence, invade on an individual’s privacy, or it would take an
unreasonable diversion of resources to respond to a request. Information requested was supplied
wherever possible providing it did not fall under one of the exemptions in the Code. In July 2002
a member of the public made a request under the Code for a copy of the documents the MOD
holds on these events and they were released, with personal data removed in accordance with the
Data Protection Act 1998. A few papers were initially withheld under exemptions of the Code,
but these were also later released following an appeal. All of these papers can now be accessed
via the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme on the internet at
http://www.foi.mod.uk. A search under Rendlesham Forest will take you directly to them.

I hope this is helpful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the
undersigned in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an
internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
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( Ail’ Staff) AS2 (?) A T TR T TR
Ministry of Defence Kings Norton
Main Building Birmingham
Whitehall
London SWIA 2HB

January 3 - 2005
Dear Sir or Madam , Re RENDLESHAM ( “UFQO” ) INCIDENT, 1980.

Under the guidelines of the new Freedom of Information Act, I am
enquiring about what has become known as “The Rendlesham Incident”. The date of this
incident was the night of December 27 / 28, 1980, and centred around the sighting(s) of an
unidentified aerial object / craft, in effect a UFO, and an alleged landing / near landing of
same. The event(s) involved members of the USAF and other personnel at RAF Bentwaters
and Woodbridge bases adjacent to Rendlesham Forest in south-east England, and was
subsequently reported on the “News of the World”( Oct.2 / 1983) and later via two books, Turn
Left at Eastgate” and “You Can’t Tell The People”. Specifically, I wish to have the following
questions addressed :

(1) Have any of the reported aerial / landed / near landed objects been identified ?

(2) During the years following December 28, 1980, was information pertaining to any
part(s) of the Rendlesham Incident withheld from the public domain?

(3) I “yes” to Q.2., why was this information denied public scrutiny?
(4) Ifapplicable, do you have for release, - to send to me — a copy of any original

document / memo that will support the official suppression of the Rendlesham
Incident?

May I thank you, in anticipation of your co-operation in this matter, and that in
accordance with the Act, you will reply to me within 20 days.

Yours faithfu
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From:

Sent: 14 January 2005 13:38

To: otmail.com'

Subject: Internet-authorised: Request for Information concerning UFOs

=

I am writing concerning your request for information about Area 51 and contact with Aliens. Your
enquiry has been passed to me as this office is the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for
correspondence about unidentified flying objects (UFOs).

Questions about Area 51 are a matter for the US Government. I suggest therefore that you may wish
to look at the US Department of Defense website www.defenselink.mil/pubs/foi/ which includes
details of how to make a request for information in accordance with the US Freedom of Information
Act.

With regard to your question about whether the Ministry of Defence has communicated with Aliens,
the answer to this is no. The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of
'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial
lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I should add that to date the Ministry of
Defence knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. The
Ministry of Defence examines any reports of "UFOs' it receives solely to establish whether what was
seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United
Kingdom's airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless
there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no
'UFO' report has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each
reported sighting. We believe it is possible that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or
natural phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not the function of the Ministry of Defence to
provide this kind of aerial identification service. We could not justify expenditure of public funds on
investigations which go beyond our specific defence remit.

If you wish to see the information the Ministry of Defence has already published on UFOs please see
the MOD Freedom of Information Act Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk and search under
UFO.

I hope this is helpful.

14™ January 2005

14/01/2005
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Currently held with Info Access Helpdesk

14/01/2005



ENCLOSURE TRANSFERRED TO
FILE D/DAS/10/2/8/16 PART A



ENCLOSURE TRANSFERRED TO
FILE D/DAS/10/2/8/16 PART A



O07-0F 2005 -092 3 43-00i

Thank you for your request for information concerning a UFO sighting on 19" June 1978.

All the surviving Ministry of Defence UFO records for this period are available for viewing at
The National Archives, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey.

Details of how to access records at The National Archives and their on line catalogue can be
found at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. A quick search of the catalogue has revealed a file
which might be relevant to your enquiry. It is titled UFO Reports and Correspondence: June-
August 1978 (National Archives Reference-

DEFE 24/1210).

I hope this is helpful.

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5™ Floor

Zone H

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

7" January 2005

Fror N i~ S

Sent: 06 January 2005 19:16
To: DAS-UFO-Office
Subject: FOI Request for information

Address of Applicant:

Uxbridge
Middiesex

Information required:

Dear Sir,

| am interested in a UFO sighting that occurred on 19™ June 1978 and was subsequently
reported to RAF Brize Norton and the investigation that was carried out afterwards by your
department. My family reported the sighting and was involved in the investigation.

Do you have any records pertaining to this incident and can ! have a copy of them.

Yours sincerely,
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Our Reference:05-01-2005-115416-027

o=

| am writing in response to your Freedom of Information request of 4™ January 2005,
concerning records of Ministry of Defence plans for dealing with extraterrestrials (Your
Reference: rw/et). | have been passed your request, as this Department is the focal point for
correspondence concerning ‘unidentified flying objects’.

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer’
matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms. While we
remain open-minded, to date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the
existence of these alleged phenomena and therefore has no plans for dealing with such a
situation.

If you are interested in information currently available on UFOs please look at the MOD
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk and
The National Archives website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk..

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5" Floor

Zone H

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

6" January 2005
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To request information about UFOs under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 you can e-
mail me direct at this mailbox or use the form provided on the MOD Freedom of Information
Publication Scheme site at www.foi.mod.uk, follow the link for Requesting Information.
Alternatively, you may wish to write to me at the address below.

Please note in order to request information you must provide an address for a reply (postal
address if you require hard copies), state in what form you would like the information, and
clearly state what information you are seeking. Although a daytime telephone number is
optional, it will assist us and reduce delays if we need to contact you during the processing of
your request.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence
DAS-FOI

5" Floor

Zone H

Main Building
Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

- it
Sent: 01 January 2005 15:

To: DAS-UFO-Office
Subject: Freedom of Information

Dear Sir/Madam,

| wonder could you possibly tell what the procedure is for obtaining UFO information under
the new Freedom of Information Act.

Many thanks,
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