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PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA 3 MAPIER STREET,
A (P.0, BOX 70,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ESSENDON, ViC
TEL. 37 2124

26th June, 1968.

My dear Minister,

I refer to my representations on behalf of Mr. P.E.
President of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena
ation Organization and your advice of the 16th

, that you would make enguiries into this matter,

I also refer to your answer to a guestion of mine felte
to the effect that the subject was still 26
deration,

est for some rmanclal assistance from the

PLC
. too 13!11:1)' on the gr
y of a statement of C.A.P.1.0, in respect
ant of U.S. $500,000 to the
f to finance 1nveatlga‘hion of U.F.0's
ion of that Government's thinking in this

ip W. ‘Stokes) ~
er for Maribyrno

SECRETARY,
graft reply for
Tt Minister’s Signature. Please

25




* ' COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION:
s _ et LSS e A S L P
. 12th floor
Pu WP S 100 Colline Street.
i] gae Melbourne.

2 i THE _GOLORADO _PROJRCT:
i

U.S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F.0'S

In OUctober 1946 the United States Air Force announced that

a sum of $300.000 (subseguently increased to $500.000) would
be made available to the Uriversity of Colorado to permit the
establisnment of a full time project to investigate the
problem of the unidentified flying objects.

Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's
Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding
and more outspoken scientists.

:":!;lr' "_' a] f
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‘Besides Dr. Condon., the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low,

‘an Engineer, who is Project Co-ordinator; Dr. Michael

e N ‘Wertheimer, a psychologist: Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist.
R Y- and Dr. Joseph Rush a physicist.

ormation received by C.A.P.I1.0 indicates that the specific
: nte now being undertaken are the development of a
age file which will be accessible to sorting by
planning for one or more well trained teams of ,

ors; development of a special sighting . |
ing I’ .

2

v
=%

R e .

gaticn) form. preparing a manual or booklet. :Lne
ound information on astronomy for public guida: i
reporting U.F.0's; giving serious comsi armt ion

%o 6ep‘lay fuzatrumenta' for detection of U.F.0's

A .m:m- "eﬂfaﬂ is heing made to open up new sources of
informa: iun among professional pilots and others who would
T kely ti . UFC's: also to re-open information sources

N = eagons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force
 Project ('Projec‘ﬁ Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings.

For one scientific experiment. engineers of one of the 1arges1'.
aut jile companies in the country will attempt to determine
= 3t1ly what could cause ‘ailure of the electrical systems of
iy autumohiles. as is often reported as a result of the close

| approach of UFO's

bl According to "Time" Magazine of 4th August 1967, the ?rujee‘t i
T 18 now well under way and a computer-aided aralyeis of 2000
) sightings has cuumenced, In eddition. three sightings
‘supported by ample photographic or eye witness evidence are
:ecewing intensive examination. It is anticipated that the
- ﬁggect & report will be completed and published in September

One other Sciepgfist who is closely associated with the
W Colorado ProjeBt is Dr. James E.McDonald, Professor of
e Meteorclogy at the University of Arizons.




It 2% . DPr. ¥McDonsld recently appezred before the United Nations
IR ) Outer Space Affairs Grcup and made the following statement
on UFGI'S =

1. [There are strong indications of increased close approaches
~ by UFO's here and abroad.

2., I+ is not possible to explain all the sightings as natural
-ph&nomena or as secret tests of highly advanced aerial
or space vehicles built on earth.

3. In spite of official debunking., the verified evidence
: -p';nts to some unknown phenomenon about wnich all of us
' ~ must guickly become better informed.

4, The most probable hypothesis is that the UF0's are
I e; _a—tarrestrial protes capable of causing EM.
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects.

bl importance of the problem to cur world if UFO's
are actunnly extra terrestrial probes should qus ekiy
ahout internat ongl aeientific co-operation to

.onal Investigations Conmittee
and most influ sial of the

e

naw_era~of UFQ raaearqh._ an that
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OMIECTS |
Mr STOKRES—1 ask the Minister for Adr
a question which relates 1o representations
which I have made fo hiim on hehalf of the
Commonwenlth Aerial Phenameni Anvestic
‘galion Organisation, requesting a _povern-
ment grant to assist With research into
unidentified flying objects: Has the Minister
seen tecent Press reporis of sightings of
\inidentified flying objects in the Wonihagei
district of Victoria? Is he in a position (0

say whether some Commonwealtiy assistance

‘in this matter may be expected?

Mr FREETH—I have acknowledged
receipt from the honourable member of
representations seeking  Commonwealth
| assistance in {he investigation of reports of
unidentified flying objecls. This malter is
being considered, I cannot undertake o
give the honoussble member very great £n-
couragement, because as far as govern-
ments are copeerned, no precise detepmind- |
tion has tieen made as to where science I
ction begins in relation to reporis of
unidentified flying objecls or 1o what extent
| tlie Teports are related to reality.

Mc  Stokes—The United States of
 America is miaking. investigations.

| ‘Mr FREETH—I know that far more |
intensified. investigation of this malter s
 procecding in the United States. I hope 0
'be able to give the honaurable gentleman
a reply to his representations in the neat
future,

P I R e A A R B Sl

i 0 Geo.
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Hous«,

I bave received from my colleague the
Bduontion snd Science your personal

Yours sincerely,

7
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f MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

1_ PARLIAMENT HOUSE e .

I;AH'BERM ALCT
]
15 MAY 1958

Dear Hr Stokes,

) 1 have sow bed an opportunity of leok!ng
Inte the request by rx .l Horris; Clesldent

of the loumonweslth ierisl Mrencsenn investigntion
Orpentsubion for rasfutbdics from the Udonoiweatiie !
1 swsd npologise foxr the dolsy 4o replying o your .
pepiesent long,

I onferssind thet the smtters Vi forrist
,-m:mﬂn Lire dolucarsld With, namdely wsidentigid
_'-_ objfects, axe donlt with by the (omsomwoulth
Ruvnkll of Adv sl tupply anil your engyuivy,
would be wone pro.exly dizecsed to tue Ainiaters
mmmqqm. 1 hove therefare foxvarded ‘U s
: o documents %0 shom for thedr seply to you. /! i

fouze vincerely,

MALCOLW ¥RABER = Lo 4T
QLeleoln Fruser) '




' OF AUSTRALIA

4 REPLY .
mﬁ)_sz OF REPRESENTATIVES

3 NARIER STREET,
(PO BOX 703,
ESSENDON, VIC-
TEL 372328

10th April, 1968.

WINISTERS PRIVATE SECSETANY

' My dear Minister,

~ You will no doubt recall the
discussion I had with you on or =bout
the 13th March, 1968, concerninz a
reguest by Mr, P. E, Norris, President
of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena
Investigation Organisation for assistance

from the Commonwealth. S

I shall be pleased to learn
whether enything further has eventuaied
this matter.

~Yours sincerely,

. Stokes)
M




! -}'1,' I ‘acknowledze- z:encrpt of your

raﬁ‘esmta*in._s of tke 31:-:1: Octoher,
138?,, fm: which I thonic you,

Ymmu ;;_rzcsrely,

S“‘G’!&)
heaher fur I.iari“vmmvw
"""-"‘-"-'-—--1-&-—-—--_._..______;_

SERU L
i 00, C'allina \ut;feet
Pmﬂ&ﬂ’*'&. oo,




x . COMMONWEALTH -AEIAL PHENCMENA  INVESTICATION CRGANISATICN
A K.l & (Adiictng. Avsrsilen UF.Q, Sociutian)
i~ q Under the dirtingwisned Potstess of Alr Monhal e Geurge Jovn, KBE, C3, DFC

Pretidint o PETER £ NORRIS, M, “Secsterys Mo SYIVIA SUTTON.  P.0 20K 123, MOCRASAIN, VIC, AUSTRALLA,

"

Talpghens 1 05 1647

100 Collinsg Street,
lalbourne, ]
3let Octobexr, 1967,

W

* . PUV.C: Stokes, MLE.R.
. . House of Representatives,
"o | CANBERRA. A.C.2.

I Deax Sir,
RREI & 1 I have plezsure in enclosing hevewith
L 2 note deseribing the work being undertaken on unidentified [
| Zlying cobjects by the University of Colorado under the
. | =uspiced of the United States Air Fores.

e Ny Organmisation maintzins that =

_ similar Project imaugurated in Austrelia with Commonvealih
- . furds would be of assisterce in helping to solve the great
~ international problem of the UN0's.

= .

N Jidobly bt . Your assistance in bringing this matier
. %o the atiention of the Goverrment will be greatly
~ eppreciated. i

Yours faithfully.

m-ﬂ——gé:?k\




COMMONMEALTH AERIAL PHENOKENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION:

12%h £loor
100 Collins Stree...
Xelbourne.

THE COLORADD

]
' P.8. SOTENTISES 20 FROBE U.F.0'S

In Octe‘oer 1966 the United States Air Force E.rneunced that

‘e sum of $300.000 (suoseaueﬂly ingreased to 3500,000) weuld
‘be made evailsble to the University of Colorana to permit ths
‘estehlighment of z fnll time projeet fo investigate the
provlem oi‘ the unidentified flying objects.

Head of 'the Projeot is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's
‘Professor of Pnysics and one of the country's outsiandinz
‘and ‘more outepcken gcientists.

Besides Dr. Conﬁun. the Project includes ifr. Robert J. Low,
an?.ngineex. who is Project Co-ordirstor; Br. liichael :

i dmer, & paychologist; Dr. Williem Blumey. & .aeteormlogiat.
ang! Ir. Joseph Rush = physicist, :

--In.f.'ormat"on received by C.4.2.1.0 ingicates that the specific
igoments now being undertsken are the development of a2
_ _sh'bm case File which will be sccessible to sar‘omg ‘by
computer; plerning for one or more well trained teams of
Fisia investigators; development of.a specisl sighting
37 rxnggfhi n) form; preparing a menual or booklst, :meluding
el y ormation on astronomy for public guidence im
erving and reporting U.F.0's; giving ser iuaa conaideration
an =fTort to Geploy. ms‘brumen..s for detection of U.F.D'=
:L’m-* gathering guantitative data.

L mqjar effort is beimg made to open up New sources of

' informetion swmong wrefessionzl pilots exd others who would
. g likely o sce UFC's: 2lso to re—open information spurces
o, Or, Yeagons: of dissatisfaction with the Air Force
onaect-_\{l’rojeet :Blue'aook) have stopped reporting sightings,

~ For cre seientific experiment, engincers of one ‘of the largast
* autompbile companies in the country will sttempt to determine
- exectly what could cause fzilure of the electrical systems of

“ susomobiles. =5 is often reporied as & result of The clese

approzcit of UFO's.
Asecrding to "Tima! :&zga.zine of 4th August 1967, tke Project
N 15 new well under wey end = computer-sided amlys*a of 2000
iixnze hes commericsd. In gddivion; three sigatings

suppartaﬁ by smple photogravhic or eye witmess evidence are

recelving intensive exemination., Tt is anpicipated thel the

- %’_‘;gject'a report will be completed and published in September

o

Gne other Beientiet who ie closely sssgcisted with tha
Oolorado Project is Dr. James 5. licDonald, Professor of
Heteorology et the University of Arizona, .

R




LT AT,

Dr. HeDonald T ' before the United l.':’.‘u* ons
Outexr Bpace Affas - end rade ihe following sta
on UF0's 1=

1% There are sirong indd
3 ty UF0's Zers zné 2br

2 It is not Soss3inle to sxplisin all tne s_g‘---‘.:
‘phenomer= oY &s Secrel wesvs of highly adve
] or spece wehioles Built on eavth.
"B, ¢ In spite of offipiel deb “‘L‘Hnb. the verified evidence
* points to sore unimown nhenonenon about which ell of us
X must cuickly become bstber ifformed,
4, Tho mpst probedle nypotzesis is that the UROY 8
: extra-tereesirial PLODSS eaﬁa...ala ol pausing B
{mleetromagnet*c} dnteriererice d other muau\c.l a*feots.
(5o Tho imporiance; o &e‘;*él&lem 'bc our world if UPQ's
L0 ereacTy Ily extra werresvrisl probes should oulclkly
Brinz shous infermotiorel scientific co-cperation to
&iscaver all possible FpTcrmation. :

- The prestigious Ezticrzl Investigstions Committee
on herial Prenomens: Jergest end most influential .of the
Amanicen USQ private Tesesrch groups sums up the Colorado-
"reojeet g5 fTolliowg:i-

A "clezrly '!:;.:s 43 2 new era of UFD resezrch. oW t?';a;f
Ay S5y of the Air Povep exvlanations forn WEO's
haa heeﬂ se*i s1y GueZtiones ene the dm..‘bta z20T26 uonon,
3t 35 Tims o7 e-orieatation of efiorts. We nhave lozg
been aware cf ke unc infivence on sublis ornizion
dex 15:3) that official crcnau..ae..ﬂ.e: e

" m"mﬂ = ressiu‘t"c“ tc Tk p"cblu....
sieraithat the Investigftors ‘ull:,r i3 '_I:a_j.'.d- oS
Jgh' Iggic. 2% the Tocts.
_Im“h*_a 13 Gone, We ==& conrident that scenticism wazl
| .




Sy MINUTE PAPER -
2 ﬂ (This side only to be written on) 569/5/451 (1) ghilh ;

Purther to our recent discussicns re folioc 22 ete, would
you plesse now initiate the following ection:-

c a. Take up with DPR the guestion of ths future

- - _ sctioning of departmentzl correspondence re

| unidentified flying object sightings. As you

X know I em concerned st the present delays that

S exist in enswering some of the departmental
) correspondence on unidentified flying objects.

Would you review the nature of the material
uhioh is sent out to enguirers. TFor example,

I don't think that we should continue to send
out lir Roberts' address which was made in 1965.
In sddition I wewkd feel that the synopsis of
sightings ghould be reviewed with a view to
pruning out some of the earlier years sighbings.

R L 6. In respect of para 7, folio 22 on this file
e i would you prepare an appropriate draft letter

e to Department of Defence raising this general

aspect for consideration. In particular the

letter should outline our general role in this

; subject, some of the earlier history as to how we
e bwmaimulvedanﬂtheayatm which we now

-y follow. Then we should refer to the types of

R mesmtaxim that are now being made on this

. subject e Gemwealth assistance for funds

etc, and then raise the general question as

to whether it is ‘appropriate that this department
should continue to be the sole "Commonwsalth

sgency" in this matter of unidentified flying
:Uh;}at:ta - or whether some other Department should
‘co-ordinate overall Comnonweaslth aspects.



vm“}nnm:,gl ci-stm:r.
oy
e, Freeth suid the mnt-
e s hefmyr “considersd,
Lt he could’ oot wndees
,tnk ‘pive M. Stokes
uehgement,
Jov us governments
'nze mgm ned. At hins never
Tbeen preclsely  determined
wz;m.- scicm:e fetion onids
fr ‘ncse ol ei:_u

1:-“1\@'. I\c 'f £

FRE]ETH

Mface

SAUCER9
STUDY

CANBERRA, — T he $ea ¢

Minister for Air (Mr,

. Freeth) said vester-
“day ke could not-give
any  encouragement,
fo peup}e whio wanted

Commonweallh
m provide srants for
. research into uniden-
tified fiying objcets.

_Ht was replying. in the
House of Representa-

1 465 10 NIr: Srokes (Lib,,
Viz)) who said the Cam-
monwezlth Aerial Phe-
Nomeng Irmz;t‘ ation
O"E!lmsalian hnd reques-

ted the grants

ﬁr ‘Stozes. -ashed H Ar
Freein had scen tecest
Teparks of UFO stehtings
dn7  the Wenthaggl
tigtricl,

Mk Precth satd the maltat
Was  beig  considersd,
hut hc £ollld fon under-

og Mr. Stolics

BT,

5 Goyvernments
ara’ eorceried, It has
Hever' hepn o preclaely
determined where
£ fiolion ends o
theie  olijecls
to e rdsted o

X




Hansnep

1888 Questions
McKinna stated that, whereas 201 Aus-
tralian soldiers have died during the whole
Vietnam war, it is ¢stimated that 3,200 per-
sons will die on Australisn roads during
19687 Does the Minister agree that many
protesters against the war in Vietnam have
their priorities badly mixed up?

Mr SINCLAIR—I am not in a position
to siy how many Australians have been
killed or injured in the course of the war
in Victnam. It is truc that, having repard
to the number of fatalitics on our ronds last
year, we can expect that more than 3,200
people will be Killed on our roads this year.
The conclusion drawn by the honourable
member from the comparison of fatalities
in: Vietnam and fatalities. on our roads
speaks for itsell. Naturally every member
of the Australian community is very con-
cerned at the high incidence of fatalities on
our roads, A considerable measure of pub-
licity is given to this pmbiem. One somic-
times wonders whether, in considering their
order of prmrme.s, members of the Opposi-
tion have a5 much concern sbout faralities
on Australian roads as they have about their
explanations of their understanding of the
war in Vietnam,

SUPERANNUATION

Mr GRIFFITHS—I dircet a quiestion 1o
the Prime Minister as Leader of the Gov-
ernment. Will Cabinet, prior to the ntro-
duction of this year's Bodget, review the
ﬁnanclal plight of superannuation pen-
sioners in the light of increasing costs and
their falling standard of living? Are super-
snnujtants  receiving f

$40.50 a week plus fringe benefits of tax
. free pensioner medical service,

| Deportment concessions and con-
“in respect of rates and travel? If
financial proposals for 196869 the
‘Goverament dogs not ease the means test,
‘will the Prime Minister wnuder the fea-

ospital  and medical services for
i 15 of superannuation, thus eliminat-
'inx A longstanding anomaly?

r GORTON—The honourable member

i , asked whether Cabinet will give con-
“sideration 10 a malter of policy at a par-
ticular time. Annotncements as o policy

la;1| of providing taxation relief and

> 4 JUN 1988
[REPRESENTATIVES]

Questions

and the consideration of policy by Cabinet
are, T understand, matters nol appropriate
to be dealt with at question time.

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Mr STOKES—I ask the Ministér for Air”
4 question which relates to representations
which T have made fo him on behalf of the
Commonwealth Aerial Phehomena Investi-
gation Organisation, requesting a  govern-.
ment grant fo assist with research into
upidentified flving objects. Has the Minister
scen recent Press reports of sightings of
unidentified flying objeets in the Wonthagei
district of Victoria? Is he in a_position 1o
say whether some Commonwealth assistance
in this matter may be expected?

Mr FREETH—I have acknowledged
receipt. from the honourable member of
representations  seeking  Commonwealth

assistance in the investigation of reports of &

unidentified fying objects. This matter is
being considered. 1 cannot undertake to
give the honourable member very great en-
couragement, because as far as povern-
menls are concerned, no precise determinis;
tion has ever been made as to where science |
fiction begins in relation. to reports of
unidentified flying objects or to what extent

~ the reporls are related to reality.

Mr Stokes—The United States of.i"
America is making investigations,

Mr FREETH—I know that far more
intensificd investigation of this matter i§
proceeding in the United States, T hope 10

be able 1o zive the honourable gentleman

-' é reply to his representations in the near

future. x-/\—/-
—— o S

AUSTRALIAN SERVICEMEN KILLED
IN VIEINAM

Mr JAMES—I ask the Minister for the
Army a question, Is it @ fact that the/Army
has three or four different scales of burial
costs for Australisn servicemen killed in
Vietnam and returned to Australia for
Burial accardir ing to whether the Army
wholly arranges the burial, whether the
parents arrange a non-military funeral or
whether the parents or relatives hold a
privite funeral? Is a special rate allowed
for the burial of officers?




M MINUTE PAPER o
1 % (Write on this side only) 569/5/451 d:{ -
SuBJeCT: UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS - CONFERENCE

| Ay
/ﬁ (through S/uéﬂ-ary)

1. At folio 20 on this file is a request from the Secretary
of the Cenberra U.F.0. Research Society for an officer of the RAAF
to give a talk at a final public session to be held next week-end
in Canberra during the Third Conference of the Commonwealth Aerial
Phenonena Investigation Organization.

AT The specific reguest made has been that an officer not only
attend, but also bring with him a synopsis of UFO sitings investigated
h by the RAAF to date.

3 This particular request does raise some considerable problems
il which may be summarised es follows:-

2, There is difficulty in finding a suitable
officer to attend for the purpose. TUnder
present arrangemenis the Directorate of

it : Air Force Intelligence is the Directorate

which is responsible for the co-ordination
and investigation of Unidentified Flying

Objects Reports.

%l b. Primarily the Department of Air and the
s RAAF's interest in flying objects has been
5. - concerned with the Defence (iir) aspects of the
" Commonwealth and has not been concerned with
. any other aspects related to say the scientific
'E; nature of such sitings.
i ¢. There does not appear to be any other Commonwealth
Ty Agency or orgeaization involved in this matter,
M=, and subsequently this Department has become the
I e “Commonwealth anthority” on UFO sitings, elthough
"‘.'_, - as I say its prime interest has been with Air
i’ Defence aspects in particular.
.—L o In 1965 lr Roberts gave an address to the Ballarat Astronomical
R Soclety, and a copy of this paper at the time is abtached in the material
b ‘being sent to Mrs Klein. lir Roberts is still in the Department with the
jere Operational Research Office. However it is not part of his responsibility
‘to be associated with this particular subjsct, and he has not been involved
- for the last three years.
e S The possibility of an officer from the Directorate of Air
. Force Intellipgence being sent hes been considered, tut to send an
officer from this Directorate, underlines that our interest in this
. subject is that essocisted with Air Defence/Intelligence aspects, and
this could cause some problems and lead to some unwanted publicity.
;
li f 6. Taking ell fectors into account at this stage, the reply

s at folio 21 attached hes been prepared on the basis that en officer
; cannot be made availsble, but that the attached meberial might be
useful to the Conference. This reply is sccordingly referred for

= your sipnature.

/2




ot e It is intended however to take up further the question
‘of Commonwealth responsibility in this particular subject with other
Commonwealth departments, e.g. Defence, Supply, Education and Sciencs,
?:.-.I.m JMinister's Department etc, to see whether some other Commonweslth
- ‘is better placed to essume responsibility for Unidentified

o - Flying Objects. At the same time we would maintain our interest in

v the matter and work with any other Commonweslth agency who is con-

ir sidered to be more appropriszie as a co-ordinsting agency for the

s Cormonwealth as a whole.

v )
[( ;ﬂi‘t{-‘-‘“‘v"t'
e
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Parliement House,
CANUERRA, A, 0.7,

46h Jm. 1968,

i 1 refer to ) hﬂuotimw.
h e =1 m request that a R.A.A.P, Officer
nal {-ﬁ gezeion of %hn Third C.AP.1.0. Conlere
in Canberra on 8%th Juse. You ulse asked ﬁt
sis of U.P.0. investigsted by the R,4.8.F. to

S - WW; ‘be also provided.

Unfortunstely, due to the mla»‘bivo]q' short

renuest and slso the fact thet th

sgion concerned tukos place vn & mh-ui._
to ngs for a suitable officer

erence.

h "'I'J_'._‘ o

- A ™
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Russell Offices,
Canberre 4.C.T. 2600

I sefer to your lebter of 17th lay, 1960, in which o
A«¥s Gfficor ettend the final pabliec Y
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‘ C U F o R S CANBERRA U.F.0. RESEARCH SOCIETY ... 4

] H. Zwankhuizen P.0. Box 872,
President : Mr. H. Gonberre' Clty,
St ST (s hoves) ACT. 2601
‘Secretary : Mrs. V. Kisin
ﬁma:n.m I7th May 1968

‘Minister for Air,
‘Parliesment House,
King George Terrace,
ga_rxea. '&'ICIT.

2600

: : ¥ N
Desr 8ir, 7 _ \
3 4 The Commonwealtn Aerial Phenomena Investigation Organisation }
+P.1.0.) will hold their third Conference in Canberra, 8th - I0th
58, '

~_ On behalf of C.A.P.1.0. we wish to request tie presence
an officer of the R.A.A.F., with a_synopsis of U.F.OQ, signtings

gtigated by the R.A.A.F. to date. This request was most ably met
3t Conference in I965 by Mr B.G.Roberts. :

If the request is granted we would wish the Officer to

. the Fi‘na&"é%gsion, 8-30 p.m., 8th June, and we would also

know ho nis talk would oe and if it would be illustrated
ipment he would need. The Final Session will be neld in
of Science snd all facilities for the showing of slides
‘e available.

Yours faithfully,
o) AKle—

(Hrﬂ) V. Klﬂin \ {
Secretary |

SECRETARY,
qu-dr{ﬁ' reply for
“3 Ministes’s Signature, Pleass



UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS - AN SVALUATION BLSED ON

Am!ﬁﬂ , AMERICAN AND BHITISH LIR FORCE REPORTS

A summary of sn address given by lir B.G. Roberts, to the
Ballarat Astronomical Society at BALIARAT,

February 1965

UFO and Some Cbjections to it

Unfortunately the term "unidentified flying object", or UFO for short,
e of its widespread and indiscrininate use is generally regarded as just

” r word for "flying ssucar". This is a rather iromic situstion since the

m was originally introduced to combat just such an eventuslity, and so over—
‘come the tendenoy sutoratically and haphazardly to relegate all unidentified
B.ighili.nga to the category of "flying saucers'.

) Even the term "unidentified flyinz object" is somewhat of a misnomer,
1 Mﬂ ba‘bly is the underlying reason for its indiscriminate use. We
A yro 'be a misnamar on & number of counts, Firstly many sightings are

jeets. Fresk weather conditions, elacur:mel storms and musual
ions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the
ed to them and the time of viewing is short. The eye is not
fpsﬂ‘b. For instance Radar is far from infallible. Radar echdes
and pmkets of a:tzz are q_ulta comuon and can give the erronecus

s elnaaifing.tion is a pu:cely ’cenfa,tive one, since infomatim
& tﬂ thei observer generally provides an adequate identificstion of the

tbsequently. It is our experience that more than 90% of all well reported

3 ddentified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific-

: @ the obssrver's report of the sighting does not contain sufficient

“&u provide an identificztion, or in cases where it is considered that

. westigation is unwarrented. An example of the latter is illustrated by
ﬁemeof a wonen who wrote in 1964, after reading a newspeper repart of a UFO

sighting, to tell us of sounds she hed heard one night more than twelve months

she did not know what date it was she had heard the noises and, as she

was too frightened to gt out of bed, she did not see what was making the noise,

Could the "object" be identified? Naturally it could not be.

_ Although it is difficult to conjure up & name which adequately describes

> sightings I think a more appropriste term than "unidentified flying objects"
; . be "unidentified aerial sightings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only
imam_n as the observer is concerned. It could be defined as an observation which
a8 unexplained to the viewer at least long enough for him to report it. Although
% tern may still be insdequate in some respects I think it removes some of the
misleading inferences which were spparent previously when using the term "unidentified
.ﬂﬁ"ﬁ!s object.

, The assessment of reports of unidentified serial sightings in
: [RALIL and the TERRITORIES is ths responsibility of the Department of Afr at
W There is no hidden implication in this sllocation of responsibility.
D@aa:tment ig nimply the most eppropriate authority for the task, which is
M to determine whether or not a threst to the security of the nation
is involved,
S A
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e Much effort and time is devoted each year to the assessment of aerial
sightings. Reports have been received from as far south as TASMAWIA and as
far north as NEW GUINEA. Immedistely following a report the observer is
usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-forma covering all
aspects of the sighting. If there is no immediate and obvious explanation for

' the sighting the observer may then be interviewed by a member of the RAAF so

IGIE that his creditability may be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional
information., The Department of Civil Aviation msy then be contected concern-
ing civil siroraft movements in the area, while military aircraft novements
and weather balloon flights are also checked; in case they may heve been
responsible for the sighting. Satellites are also respomsible for a number

I of reports, basicelly because of public intersst in satellites and the

s inoreesing number out into cur skies. The movements of satellites and

W satellite debris are checked through the Department of Supply, which tabulates

] data on all satellites, regardless of country of origin, Because of the

} steadily incressing amount of traffic in our skies, and in space for that

7 matter, (more than 500 pisces Of satellite herdwere are orbiting the earth

- at this minute), the task of identifying serial sightings is assuming substan-
tial proportions.

i B. Reporting Procedure. The procedure to ce adopted when reporting an
(S unidentified merial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest RAAF base or,
|

Where the sighting took place;
(@) Position of the sighting when firot observed (e.g., overhead
S " coping from behind e hill, over the horizon etc.)s
= (e) Whet was it that attracted your attention; (e.g. light, noise);
f) Did the sighting appear to be a light or a solid object;
What was its colour;
What was its epparent shape;
e (3) Ifmre than one sighting was concurrently observed, how meny
were there snd whet was their formation;
(k) Was any detail of the structure of the sighting observed;
g (13 Was any method of propulsion obviocusj
(n) Was there any sound (Qescription, if any); and,
[ F (n) Your estimate of the object's height, speed and direction of
' flight.
i 9. ¥ow this last item is very important snd I would venture to say that
' unless you have some experience in estimatinz height end speed your impression
of any object's height, speed and direction of flight could be completely
erroneous, Why this is so becomes clear when one realises that any esiim-

‘ation of apeed requires that we have some idea of an object's height and this,
in turn, reguires thet we have some idea of the true size of the object.

14}. _ If a sighting appesrs as a ligat or is so fer away that we cannot
disgern any detail about it other than that it eppeers to be an object, then
we have nothing sgainst which to compere its aize, Consequently an estimation
of it size or an impression of its height and speed are likely to be in error.
Foar exanple, en nircraft flying overhemd at 300 mph at a height of 5,000 ft.

3/ -

1 sltematively, to the neerest police station giving your nsme and address and
b ‘a8 much of the following information as you may be able fo recall :-

l.f‘ : ) Date and precise time of the sighting;

i : Length of time sighting under observationj

oy
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could easily give an observer the erroneous impression that he had sighted
en object. flying et 3,000 m.p.h., il he thu'_.@ht that the height was abcat
50,000 ft. Thistledown, less than one inch in diameter, which sre blown up
to 100 £t or so by the wind during our sumner montha, can appear ss objects
flying very high at fentastic speeds and capable of the most anazing men-
|osuvres, sinply because their size is a mebier of conjecture at the time.
Similerly an aircreft flying directly awsy from the observer, particularly
at night, could appear as = slowly descending or hovering object.

1. Since the size of the sighting, the direction of its flizht snd
4ts distance from us is normelly impossible %o estimate accurately, it is
better to make an estimate of the sighting's initial engle of elevations
.above the horizon, the an{,le throngh which it subseguently may sppeer 4o
move and the time taken to do so.

e Identification of Asrinl Sichtin

b 3% Identified Sigl_ﬂ:;&g With the informetion available from the merial
‘sighting report, an attempt is made to identify the sighting., In 9 out of

10 well reported cases this is usually possible. By fer the greatest number
of sishtings heve been attributed to astronomical phenonena, such as falling
meteors or the visw of a particular plemet (such as Venus, Jupitor or Mars)

which mey have zopeaved unusual to the observer. Adrcraft sre responsible
for the nexb highest percentese of sightings, waile a variety of other causes,

‘such &8 rocksts of the firecrackers variety, weather ozllooms, satellits meterial
‘and S0 on, combine to form the remainder. T is *‘:.g:d."icant to noie thot

-records show,
jgi‘eatagt mmher erf ﬁarial gigntings were repartnf‘ were slso the months of

th in 1963 and agein in 1964, ¢ ths months during which the

The mopths of July and August consistently bring in
an any obher month of the year.

b gmax:nlly a::cepr.ed '[:hat uhgre is, and always w::ll be,

i  of sightings (2ue to high eltitude thenonena, which sre stranze
ﬂm_ mtrmneﬂ aya) for which the =svailsble information will never be
tls an identification ts be ms &. In other words it is
to achiows o 100% record of successful identificstion. The
cached but not achieved, simply becsuse the inaccuracies
type of work militate egeinst its achievement. So much for
;3 what of the sxperience of oversess Air Forces such
_tarkaa ‘the USAF.

sricnce in USA., BExperience in the UNITED STATES runs parallel
_ Jmtmm exXperience. The Americans, howevsr, handle many more reported
sightings, sveraging from 400 to 600 each year. The snalysis of 211 reported
sightings in the USA hes been thoe responsibility of the USAF Air Tschnical
Intelligance Centre since investigations started in 1947. Since that tinme
‘they have inyestigated some 9,000 reports,

252 In their effort to identify reported cerial sightings the

‘Americens use sutomatic sorting and computing technigues, because these
methods provide the best way to hunile such sreat smounts of data. The
vrﬂ'-tan reports ave reduced to IBI punch-cerd zbetradte by means of logieally
developed forms and standavdised cvelustion procedures, The svaluption of the
mpa:‘ta, A cruciel atep'in the preparetion of the daba for statistical trest-
lmw,dmsieta of an appraisal of the reports, the subsequent classification of
‘ﬁh&&igh:b_ » With ths enphasia on complete consistency and objectivity. This
itency and pbjectivity can be maintained right through the anslysis since
. computer is a nashino ond ot & mon.

4/
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16. A typiczl breskdowm of American identification, before improved
::epmeti.ng end- imatigating procedures wers introduced, would have been =za
follows -

Astronomicel phenomenad 25% of total sightinge
kircraft: 20% "
Balloons: 155 1
Other causes (lights,birds,hoaxes): 13% "
Rsports with insufficient inform-

stion: 17% 4
Unidentified reports: 9% "

'11. Reports classified under the heading of "insufficient information"
are those for which an essential piece of information ia miesing. For exanmple
tha omission of eighting time or location.

-18. 4Lfter the new procedure had been in operstion for some 6 months, the
percentege of sightings renmszining unidentified was reduced to one third of the

previous figures. The figures for this period then became:-

hstronomical phenonenas 23% of total signtings
r 21% 0
26% n
Other causes: 20% "
eports with insufficient inform-
=tion 7% "
‘Unidentified reportst 3% "

‘The effect of the new reporting and investigeting procedures has
continued to be merked, raducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1.6%
and, on one occasicn, to 25 low as 0.7%.  The Anericens, in fact, believe the
ntage can be reduced even further.

20, Experience in UK, In the UNITED KINGDOM a somewhat similar picture
‘presents itself. There, 21l reports of unidentified serial sightings are
:p_muasaaﬁ through Defence Ministry iir Intelligence, and an average of 9 out of
10 sightings heve been idontified. Astronomical phenomene and aircraft are

the msin ressons for sightings. The Defence Ministry is confident
mm:e reliable informetion a d improved reporting procedures, the number
4 be substantially reduced. The Minietry shares the opinion
Americans that the impossibility of devoting more time and money is the
:ni.n i'antm: pnevenhng the achievement of = rational identificetion for avery

21. T would 1ike to repeat the nzin points I have nade as I think

thoy are inpnrtant. Reports of unidentified eerial sightings have been
‘assessed by the Depertment of Adr for the past ten years or so. Nearly all

of these sightings heve been identified a5 either astronomical phencmens,
adreraft, fireworks, balloons or satellite material re-entering the earth's
‘atmosphere. Astronpmicsl phenomena is responsible for the greatest number of
\mtd!ﬁ.nas and it is significant that there is = noticeable relationship between
the lms of year when the grostest number of sightings are reported and the fime
ted sightings each yesr arcund sbout the main meteor stresm dates, which
it i8 hard to belicve ie purely coincidental, and conversely there are few

e mnﬂta during the principsl geps betwecn dates of neteor activity.

5/

sat-st meteor activity 1s experienced, [There tends to be an increase of
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22. Both in the UK and USA, enzlysea of reported sightings have
‘resulted in similar conclusions to ocur own. In the UNITED STATES, where some
9,000 sightings heve been investigeted over the pest 18 years, scientific
thods of data reduction have consistently dsmonstrated that there are no
‘significent similarities between sightings which have not been identified. In
mt improved reporting and evaluating procedures have markedly reduced the
number of sightings falling into the "unidentificd" category. Only the
dmposaibility of providing an intensive effort and immense expense prohibits
+the expectation of a complete reduction of s:.ghtmga, which currently remain

unidentified snd which now stznds at around 2-

23, The number of unidentified sightings each year in AUSTRALIA does
not warrant such great effort or expense. Only where there is evidence that

seat to the security of the nation is involved (e.g. the possibility of
reign aircraft infringing our air space) would this attitude be reversed.
' -Bap_artmant of 4ir believes that there always will be aerial sightings of
i altitude phenomena which are strange to the untrained eye and that of
:se sone will not be identified.







a Maﬂ. in F12, the RAAF's prime concern in UFO investigation
there is no threat to hstmna. s security and the

‘,m %o o evd.d.eneﬁ to suggest that any UFO's threaten
% and, from a defence point of view, increased effort
:igation would meem to be unwarranted.

ar evidence sugzest that scientific, as opposed to
on of these phenomena would be more appropriate if
on is desired by the government.

=
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Fie Folio lﬁ is referred for your commente and advice so thet a
reply can be prepared for the Minister.

P oA

x X : ‘ngld you plesse give this metter priority so that either a full
o or interim reply cedr be forwarded from CAS Branch as soon as possible.

o |

If ,y-cm e.ra un&hle to prcw::,de matana.l for a fu.ll repl,)r within




8 - : COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
ScaprPioO -
| Under the distinguished Potronase of Air Momhol Sic George Jones, KB.E, CB, DFC,

MM'I!*I m amia'm_ Secratary : Mre. SYLVIA SUTTON B/, BOX 180, MOORABBIN, VIC., AUSTRALIA. Talephone : 951659

166 Collins Street,
M=lbourne.

31st October, 1967

- Mr. P, Howson, M.H.R.
) House of Hepresentatives,
CANBERRA. A.C.T.

Dear Bir,

Sty . I have plesswre in enclosing herewith

# note describing the work being undertaken on unidentified
: flying objects by the University of Colorado under the

55 auspices of the United States Air Force.

il _ My Organisation maintaing that a
ol gimilar Project inaugurated in Australia with Commorwealth

) funds would be of assistance in helping to golve the great
o Tk international problem of the UFO's.
e e T )
-t ;-&_1 e AT Your aesistance inlringing this matter
_'7---; $ to the attention of the Government will be greatly
(7o il appreciated. :

Yours faithfully,

i P. E. HORRIS.




- Besides Dr. Condon. the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low.

- Infommatipn received by C.4.P.1.0° indicates that the specific

" automobiles. as is often reported as a result of the close

COHHONWEALTH.&ERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATICON ORGANISATION:

12th floor
100 Collins Street.
Melbourne.

THE COLORADO PROJECT:

U.S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F.0'S

In October 1966 the United States Air Force announced that

a sum of $300.000 (subseguently increased to $500.000) would
be made available to the University of Colorado to permit the
establishment of a full time project to investigate the
problem of the unidentified flying objects.

Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. Condon the University's
Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding
‘and more outspoken scientists.

an Engineer. who is Project Co-ordinator; Dr. Michael
Wertheimer, a psychologist; Dr, William Blumer a Meteorologist,
‘and Dr. Joseph Rush a physicist, '

‘assignments now being undertaken are the development of a
‘sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams of

eld 1uvestigators. development of a special sighting
ogation) form: preparing a manual or booklet, ineluding
ound information on astronomy for publiec guidance in
oha, ving and reporting U.F.0's; giving serious consideration
‘effort to deploy 1nstrumenta for detection of U.F.0's
and for gathering gquantitative data.

A major effort is being made to open up new sources of
information among profe351ona1 pilots and others who would
be likely to see UFO's; also to re-open information sources
which. for reasons of dlﬁs&tl&fﬂction with the Air Force
Project (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings.

For one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largest
automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine
exactly what could cause failure of the electrical systems of

approach of UFO's.

According to "Time" Magazine of 4th August 1967, the Project
is now well under way and a computer-aided analysis of 2000 i
sightings has commenced. In addition. three sightings
supported by ample photographic or eye witness evidence are
recelving intensive examinztion. It is antici pated that the
{gggect 8 report will be completed and published in September

|

One other Scientist who is closely associated with the
‘Colorado Project is Dr. James E.McDonald, Professor of
Ehtsarelogy at the University of Arizona.




Dr. McDonald recently appeared before the United Nations
Outer Space Affairs Group and made the following statement

on UFO's :=-

15 There are strong indications of increased close approaches
by UFO's here and abroad.

r It is not possible to explain all the sightings as natural
phenomena or as secret tests of highly advanced aerial
or space vehicles built on earth.

3. In spite of official debunking, the verified evidence
points to some unknown phencmenon about which all of us
must gquickly become better ihformed.

4, The most probable hypothesis is that the UF0's are
extra-terrestrial probes capable of czusing BN
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects.

The importance of the problem to our world if UFQ's
are actually extra ierrestrizl probes should guickly
bring about international scientific co-operation to
discover zll possible information.

The prestigious National Investigations Committee

on Aerial Phenomenz. largest and most influential of the
American UFQ private ressarch groups sums up the Colorado
Project as follows:-

"Clearly this is & new era of UFO research. Now that

the validity of the Air Force explanations for UFO's

has been seriously guestioned and the doubts acted upen,

it is time for a re-orientation of efforts., We have long

- ol , public opinien

£ 'delay:ng ‘an open study anﬂ misleaﬁ;ng those
‘who could bring a resolution to the problem. All
‘indications are that the investigaters fully intend to
haveta thorough lock at the facts.
._ia is done, we are confident that goept;cism.will
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& §69/5 Jusy

I refer to your letter of &th May, 1957 about the poseibility
of making funis aveilsble for speciaslised researeh into unidentified

1
&
i
E
;
|
:
i
:
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present time for a special grant for sescarch to another agenoy such as
l; the Commomwealth Soientific and Industrisl Ressaroh Organization or &
mﬂ”.

You may be asmured, however, that the Depariment of Adr will
il wumd&mmhthmzmmt

| poseible.

Yours sincerely,

? =z HOWSON

.E-h, \-\,,: Pl i

: Peter Yoweom
S B
Honorary Seoretary, :
Commomweal th Aerisl Phenomena W/-+ |
PJ0s Box m. w‘.
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f{éTTERS FROM HERALD READERS

Those ,., R
tying s

. saucers

1y In reply to Trevor Skinnee's lotter (Herald, |
[y 1-4-67), referring to my letter on unidentified
(L Flying qb;em 128-3-67), 1 wish to point out 1} =
fir Lt that | did not use the term “'Hying sauces' nor |
‘was the heading my invention.
. The term “Bying saucer” was, in fact,
i by the US. Press arter the Kcmwt‘n
. sighting in 1947 and it has been
ﬁc?mm,v -used, by world-wide Press ever

Rnlph Dittor, o barber,
of Zaneawic Ohio,

he.
ﬁﬂwe wcinl tmi: uhzcu ; hu&ogra .Jmn! tms Ul
5 U W the % ff Tying abject .
&phwiml nbove Ry house with

eleotri- laro, Ter
murl’mnm to radles, 5240 _Ldsn_ ...a

Ieiovision, o nng aevo-
* plone bs. oar heads

Y ehids, | divziness, | mipior
HE burss, skin (ritations wn
e s e e

it ‘M'“ p]fnuh‘f et
relntively o 1o
e Um There has. been o
: Feason for

Jeflects, ]
- IF Tievor Skhnmer uu'e.p
at= ‘tﬁlﬂkl‘tmc!.nm 1hi
8 nub%gtl:# i gme care-
) nrnalysis:
= Jbe will fing - dogu lyuefi
o m}‘?m“z?’wfa"’”““““
’t‘ [ hl»-!m' hm:mgmce
J&m

s.—-\MnI Syiru ‘Subton,
-~ Hon.  Secretary, Com-
[ menwealth hmal Pherio-
'mend Investigation Q-
._Pa?nruliun, Maarabbin,




MINUTE PAPER

(Write on this side only) 569/5/451(12)

UFOs: I AUSTRALIA - CAS

Az you are aware the RAAF's prmc concem in the investization
of UF@s is to a.,cartm whether any report suzgests a posgible threst to
lzgtralia from the gir, Frovided we can "'ata.:m this prerogative we have no
‘objection io the Govermment giving officis]l and financial backing to some
msat:.an which would like o delve more deeply inio the UFD guestion.

his Diveptorate obviously cannet decide the Government's policy on

oo bold
WE Cdr
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me;l.d you ple&aa gwe th:l.s matte:: pnonty 50 tha.‘t‘. e:l.ther a full
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COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA |NVESTIGATION ORGANISATION | . ., ./
c A P , o ; {Aflinting Austrolian UF.0, Seciaties,) e
Under the distinguished Potrcnoge of Alr Manhal Sir George Jones, K.BE, CB, DEC,

t: PETER E. NORRIS, LLB. Secratary : M. SYLVIA SUTTON P.0. BOX 180, MOORABBIN, VIC,, AUSTRALIA.  Telephone: 951659

6th March 1967.

¥r Feter Howson, M.EH.R.,
Minister for iir,
Parliament House,
CANBETEA. A.C.T.

Desr Sir,

y 45 secretery of the sbove-mentioned federation, I am writing to you
again with reference to unidentifisd flying objeets.

fhe pest 19 years, with so many well-autheniicated sighting reports
our own rapid advence in the Space Age technology, have brought a basie
in the genevel public's thinking. From disbelief and ridicule has
tance that URO's exist but the nature of the phenomenon is still pure
: _ However, it is a matter of vital importance to every living
 porson on this plenet.

T would like to drzw your attention to the recent grant of §300,000
hich the U.S. Air Foree nade %o the University of Colorado for
e purpose of investigeting UFO's/ This venture, to be run with
complete independence and without military direction, is in line with the
recommendations made by Congress earlier last yeer.

On 5th April 1966 the second session of the 29th Congressional Hearing
: U.5.4. dealt specifieslly with the subject of UFO's and whilst
ed that the Air Force had been dilizent in its UFO investigstions
‘affected national seeurity, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board
an inderendent body be sst up for more specialized investigations
with strons emrhssis on scisntifie analysis. The afors-mentioned
appezrs to be the result.

‘Australis would like to see similar assistance given here to some
4l orsanisation such as the G.S5.1.R.0. or perhaps a University.
on good authority that already the University of Colorado haa approached
seientist with a rsgusst for co—operation and suggestions as to the
_ careh It is obvious that larze-scale work cannot be
out financial assistance

18 private UFO resesreh groups and societies throughout the
vork with only limited resources of time and money. They
ent sponsored projects by providing the
on from their respective areas. Ilo doubt
societies would be willing to help, if
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The long range plan iz for an Internaticnal Orgenisation with the
mitnal benefits it could confer. Alrscdy the Scouts Movement which
commenced in Japan less then two years ago hes cped into the International
Suv Beauts, Thers areslso people in other countries who ave thinking along

v 1ines and with whom we have exchanged correspondence.

Thenking you in anticipation thet you will give this matter your
sericus conaideration and edvise us on your deliberations.

Yours feithfully,

(Mrs.) Sylvia Sutton.
Hon. Sec.




o COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION

Under 1ho distinguished Potronoge of Alr Mombal Sir Georpe Jones, KB.E, €CB, DFC.

Secreloty ¢ Mn. SYLVIA SUTTON POL mkﬂ MOORABBIN, VIC., AUSTRALIA. Talephona 1 95 145%

180
6q fi sl
5 ([" 3 4' 12th November 1966
pps- R
= =11 bls,
ﬁrl- Bl w“hm,
‘Secratary,
Dept, of Air,
CANBEFRA. A.C.T.
Dear Sir,
 Thank you for your letisr of 2nd inst. and for the accompanying
‘synopsis of UFQ sightings.

The latter is being duplicated to send to the affiliated societies
‘of C.4.2.1.0. and we do appreciate your co-operation.

Again thanking you for your time and trouble,

Yours faithfully,

J_ 790—4’&&.\/
(¥rs.) ®ylvia Sutton.
Hon. “sc.
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING ORJECTS — AN EVALUATION RISED ON
AUSTRALIAN, AMSRICAN AND BETTISH ATR FORCE SRPORTS

A summary of an address given by Mir B.G. Roberts, to the
Ballarat Astronomical Society =t BALIAR:T,

February 1955

The Term UFD and Some Objections to it

1. Unfortunately the term "unidentified flying object", or UFD for shert,
‘because of its widespread and indiscrininate use is gzenerelly regarded as just
another word for "flying ssucer'. This is 2z rather ironic situation since the
term was originally introduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over-
come the tendency automatically and haphazardly to relegate all unidentified
sightings to the category of "flying saucers'.

2. Even the term "unidentified flying object!" is somewhat of a misnomer;
and this probably is the underlying reason for its indiecriminate use. We
‘ﬁalim it to be a misnomer on a number of counts, Firstly many sightings ave

ot mate-ial objects but of what the cbserver, in all good faith, believes to
= be material objeots, Freak weather conditions, electricel storms and unusual

! ‘ 1i conditions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the

i: : ob: » i5 urmsed to them and the time of viewing is short. The eye is not

I 3 alone in this respect. For instance Radar is far from infallible. Radar echoes
L from dense clouds and pockets of air are gquite cormon and can give the erronecus

g imassim that some material object bas been detected.

3. Secondly it is our experience that, except in sightings of aircraft the

~process uf ﬂying is ravely involved. Many sightings are of the planets or of
eors ing the esrth's ztmosphere, and, in one case, we received an excellent

t ﬁm some 17 separate observers in the Central NORTHERN TERRITORY of the

y of the Eussian Satellite Cosmos II into the earth's atmosphere.

Qm m:ldrt even go a stage further and challanga the word "unidentified"
{ 2 grounds that the classification is a purely tentative one, since information
Mt available to the observer generally proyvides an adequate identifioation of the '
ng subsequently. It is our experience that more than 90% of all well reported
=5 can be identified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific-
‘becsuse the observer's report of the sighting does not contain sufficient
to m:o‘vide gn identificstion, or in cases where it is considered that
nvestigation is wnwarranted. 4An example of the latter is illustrated by
i of & woman who wrote in 1964, after reading a newspeper report of a UFO
8ig g, to tell us of sounds she had heard one night more than twelve months
-praviwalm she did not know whet dete it was she had heard the, noises and, as she
rightened to get out of bed, she did not see what was meking the noise.
ﬁmﬂﬂ-; the "object" be identified? Haturally it could not be.

B Although it is difficult to conjureup a name which adequately describes
‘these sightings I think a more appropriate term than "unidentified flying objects"
would be "unidentified merial sightings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only
~ingofar as the observer is concerned. It could be defined as an observaticn which
~remains unexplained to the viewer at least long enough for him to report it. Although
ﬂw'tmm still be inadequate in some respects I thinlk it removes some of the

mis’ & inferences which were apparent previously when using the term "unidentified
ﬂiﬁﬁs uh;}aot".

Assessment of Aerial Sightings
6. The assessment of re
ports of unidentified aerial sightings in
m and the TERRITORIES is the responsibility of the Depsetment of Air at
Gm. _ There 18 no hidden implicstion in this allocation of responsibility.
!h“ rtment is simply the most appropriate authority for the task, which is
_ formed to determine whether or not a threat to the seourity of the nation
.. :lmn.'l.ved..
2/.s
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o Much effort and time is devoted each year to the assessment of serial
sightings. Reports have been received from as far south as TASMANIA and as
far north as NEW GUINEA. Immediztely following a report the cobserver is
‘usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-forma covering all
aspects of the sighting., If there is no immediate and obvious cxplanation for
the sighting the ohserver may then be interviewed by a member of the HAAF so
that his creditability may be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional
information. The Department of Civil Aviation mey then be contacted concern-
ing civil aircraft movements in the area, while military aircraft movements
‘end weather ballvon flights are also checked, in case they may have been
Tegponsible for the sighting. Satellites ere also respomsible for a number
‘of reports, basically because of public intersst in satellites and the
‘increasing number out into our skies, The movements of satellites and
.sa’callita debris ere checlked through the Dopertment of Supply, which tabulates
data on all satellites, wegardless of country of origine Because of the
'staaai?q increasing amount of traffic in our skies, and in space for that
(more than 500 pieces of satellite hardwars are orbiting the earth

;ﬁ-i'f thit minute), the task of identifying aerial sightings is assuming substan—
‘tdal proportions.

_Reporting Procedure. The procedure to be adopted when reporting an
i ed aerial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest RAAF base or,
:a&tma.hlwly, to the nearest police station giving your name and address and
£8 much of the fonmrmg information as you may be able to recall i~

(a) Dete and precise time of the sighting;
(b) Length of time sighting under observation;
(e) Where the sighting took placej

(a) Position of the sizhting when first observed (e.g., overhead

I coming fronm behind a hill, over the horizon ete.);

(e) Whet was it that attracted your sttention; (e.g. light, noise)s

(£) Did the sishting sppear to be a light or a solid objects

(g} What was its colour;

(B) VWhat was its apparent shape;

(§) If more than one sighting was concurrently observed, how many

were there and what was their formation;

(k) Wes any detail of the structure of the sighting observed;

(1) Was any method of propulsion obviousj

gm'} Vias there any sound (description, if eny); and,

(n) Your estimate of the object's height, speed and direction of

. flight.

9. Row this last item is very importent and I would venture to say that
unless you have some experience in estimating height and speed your impression
of any object's height, apeed and direction of flight could be completely
‘erroneous. Why this is so becomes clear when one realises that any estim-

‘ation of speed roquires that we have some idea of an objeot's height and this,
in tumn, reguires thet we have some idem of the true size of the object.

10- If a sighting appears as e light or is so fer away that we cannot
:ﬂ:I.BBem any detsil sbout it other than that it appeers to be an objeot, then
'We have nothing ageinst which to compars its size, Conseguently an estimation
'of its aize or an iwpression of its height and speed are likely to be in error.
For‘exenple, en niroraft flying overhead at 300 mph at a height of 5,000 ft.

3 es
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could easily give an obscrver the erroneous inpression that he hed sighted
an object flying et 3,000 m.p.h., if he thought thaet the height was about

50,000 ft. Thistledown, less than one inch in dismeter, which .are blown up

%o 100 £t or so by the wind during our summer months, can appear as objects
flying very high at fantestic speeds and cepable of the most amazing non-
oeuvres, simply because their size is a metier of cocnjecture at the time.

‘Similarly an aircraft flying directly eway fron the observer, partioularly

at night, could appear as = slowly descending or hovering object.

N b5 Since the size of the sighting, the direction of its flight and
its distance from us is normally impossible to estimate accurately, it is
better to meke an estimate of the sighting's initial angle of elevations
above the horizon, the angle through which it subsequently mey eppear to

‘move and the time tekeén to do so.

ntification of Aerial Sightings

12 JIdentified Sightings With the inforsation available from the aerial
_aighting repart, i attempt is mede to identify the sighting. In 9 out of

|1 reported cases this is usually possible. By far the greatest number
of sizhtings have been attributed to astronomical phenomens, such as falling

.'mtam or tha view of a particular planet (such as Venus, Jupitor or Mars)

_mey have appesred unusual to the observer. Aircraft ere responsible

for the next highcst percentege of sightings, while o variety of other cauges,
‘such as pockets of the firecrackers variety, weather ballooms, satellite material
znd so on, m‘bina to form the remsinder. It is sipnificant to note that
racords show, both in 1963 ond agein in 18964, th=t the months during which the
greatest number of asriel sishtings were reported were also the months of
greatest peteor activity. The months of July and August consistently bring in
nave aisht:mg tha;l any other month of the year,

't inze Ihe mzmber of m{:—,htmgs which cannot be

d. m& sbtmt t\m a year. Ihdeed., gzven snfriclent time and effort, the
of unidentified sightings probably could be reduced further. One hes
3_,‘_'_ ‘assess, hovever, whether the required additional time and effort is
werranted. It is generally accepted that there is, and always will be; a
snall number of sightings (due to high =ltitude phenomena, which are strange
untrained eye) for which the availayle information will naver be
ficient to ensble an identification to be mz'e. In other words it is
not possible to achiove a 100% vecord of successful identifiestion. The
‘ideal can be approached but not achieved, simply becsuse the inaccuracies
‘inherent in this type of vork militste sgoinst its achievement. So much for
: ience in AUSTRALIA; whet of the oxperience of oversens Air Forces such
‘a8 for ingtance the USAF,

14. Experionce in USA., Bxperience in the UNITED STATES runs parallel
to Australion cxperience. The Americans, however, handle meny more reported
sightings, averaging from 400 to 600 each yeer. The analysis of all reported
sightings in the USA hes been the responsibility of the USAF Air Technicel
!ntallisanoe Centre since investigations started in 1947. Since that time
they have investigoted gsome 9,000 reports,

15. In their effort to identify reported gerizl sightings the

Americens use automatic sorting and comptiting technigues, becsuse these
nethods provide the best way to handie such great amounts of date. The
mﬂiﬁn reports are reduced to IE{ punch-card shatrscta by means of logically
developed forms end standardised eyalustion procedures, The evaluastion of the
reports, a crucicl step in the preparation of the data for statistioasl treat-
‘ment,consists of an appraisal of the reports, the subsequent classification of
‘the sighting, with the emphasis on complets consistency and objectivity. This
esneistency and objectivity can be maintained right through the anelysis since
the conputer is a nechine and not a man.

4/
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'j,f. 4 typicel breakdown of Americen identificatiun, before improved
reporting end investigating procedurcs were introduced, would heve been as
follows &=

Astronomicel phencranat 25% of totel sightings
Adrcraft: 20% "
Balloonad 15% "
Other causcs (lights,birds,hosxes): 13% "
Reports with insufficient inforn-

ation: 17% »
Unidentified reports: 9% "

_ Reports classified under the heading of "nsufficient information"
A ose for which an cssential piece of information is missing, TFor example
\the omission of sighting time or location.

=62 _ifter the new procedure had been in operstion for some 6 montha, the
! tege of sightings renaining unidentified wes reduced to one third of the

-  previous figures. The figures for this period then becamsi-

“sstronomicel phenomena: 23% of total signtings
Aircraft: 21% g
Balloons: 26% "
Other causes: 20% "
Reports with insuffioient inforn-

ation j 7% "
Unidentified reports: 3% H

The effect of the new reporting and investigeting procedurcs has

40 be marked, reducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1.6%

1 one oceasion, to 25 low es 0.7%. The Anericans, in fect, believe the
e cen be reduced even further.

1 UK. In the UNITED KINGDON 2 somewhat similar picture

 prosents iteelf. Thers, =1l reports of unidentified seriel sightings aro

[ : through Defence Ministry 4ir Intellizence, snd an average of 9 out of
10 signtings have been identified. Astronomicel phenonens end aircraft are
once again the mein reusons for sightings, The Defence lHnistry 18 confident
gith more reliable informetion & d improved reporting procedures, the nunber
tified could bo substsntially reduced, The Ministry shares the opiaion
he Americans that the impossibility of devoting more time and money is the
rt"‘m”mmnﬁn& the achicvement of = rationsl identification for overy

Conclusions

2L I would like o repeat the mein points I have nade as I think

they erc important. Reports of unidentificd serial sightings have been
ssgessed by the Department of Adr for the pest fon years or 80. Nearly all

of these sightings heve been identified as either astronomical phonomond,
siroraft, fireworks, balloons or satellite material re-entering the earth's
atﬂospherm iAntrononical phenomens ia resycnsibls for the greatest number of
signtings and it is significent thet thore is a noticeable relationship vetween
the tine of yoar when the greatest number of sightings are roported and the time
‘when the greatost meteor activity is experienced. There tends o be an inorease of
?3‘7@1 sightings each yenr awound sbout the main neteor streanm dates, which

hard to believe is purely coincidental, and conversoly there are few
s during the principel gzps batweecn dates of neteor activity.
5/es
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22, Both in the UK and USA, snalyses of reported sightings have
» A resulted in similar conclusions to cur own. In the UNITED STATES, where some
= 19,000 sightinzs have been investigeted over the past 18 yeors, sclentif:_c
» : methods of data reduction hrve consistently demonstrated that there are no
) ‘significant similarities between gightings which have not been identified. In
fact improved reporting and evaluating procedures have markedly reduced the
G e ‘number of sightings folling into the "unidentified" category. Only the
i impoesibility of proviling en intensive effort and immense expense prohibits
| the expectation of a complete reduction of sightings, which currently remain
x! unidentified =nd which now stands at around 2-3%,

= 23. The number of unidentified sightings each year in AUSTRALIA does

| not warrant such great effort or expemnse. Only where there is evidence that
| ‘2 threat to the sscurity of the nation is involved (e.g. the possibility of
i - foreign sircraft infringing our air space) would this attitude be reversed.
(g ﬁla I?epwtmu\t of Air believes that there always will be aesrial sightings of
H ‘high eltitude phenomena which are strange to the untrained cye and that of
e L not be identified.
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' RY OF UNIDENTIFIED AERTAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED TO DEPARTMENT
S LIR, CANBERRA, ACT, FROM 1960

Date of Brief ﬁesoription of Aerial Sighting Possible
Sighting Cause
23 Jan 60 Twin Yellow Lights over Launceston, Tasmania. Rafraction
Elevation 200 - 30° of light
4 Feb 60 Bright object emitting flashes, moving W to E over
Melbourne, Vietoria. Astronomical
| T I
26 Mar 60  Spherical, silvery object, elevation g™ — 657 , over
',' ; Canberra, ACT. Astronomical
13 Jun 60 I‘la,sh:.ng red light and fixed white light over
i ¥ ; ‘Mangslore, Victoria. Rircraft
I i '
| 26 Jun 60  Explosion of light with spark showers, elevation 40°
Il en route Melbourne, Victoria, to Launceston, Tasmania Astronomical
(L 2 .ﬁsg 60 ight flashing object travelling E to W, 160 miles
i -E o£ Mallewa, Wa. Astronomical
b
| ZiPet 69 Crescent shaped object, horms lighted, 5° above
i gouthern horizon, Launceston, Tasmania. Astronomical
! = M5 flying saucers and a mother ship" cigar shaped,
oS 4 mtipal bands, over Cressy, Tasmenis. Astronomical
= e
= gty angle of elevation 45 - HMackunda Dowms,
] ﬁm&_: Ymns, Q:eena snsland. Astronomical
i UAS traversing sky, W to E over Launceston, Tasmania Met balloon
o with light
e attached,
. e
. Slow mn\fine eigar-shaped object similar to airveraft -
bright orange rear portion, rest dull grey. Probably TAL
aircraft
Viscount A
VH-TVG i
27 Oet 60 Mteriqua explosions, Cressy Area, Longford, Tasmania - |
orange coloured ball hovering in sky, also described
a8 cigar-shaped. Astronomical
27 Oct 60  Orange/blue/red round object, trailing cloud of sparks,
exploded at Poatina, Tasmenia. dstronomical
15 Nov 60  Orange transluscent ball, approx 70 £t in dismeter e
at eltitude 35,000 ft heading 1409 at high speed. Astronomical \
; 27 Nov 60  Light in eky over Poatine/Cressy, Tasmenia Astronomical \ !
| 29 Nov 60 Point of blue/green/red light, just obove horizon, )
i rising slowly overTrevallyn, Tasmanis. Astronomical

The ming summary of information prepared in the public interest, inoludes the final

mﬁ ‘of each sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is

l that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.
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21 Dec 60 24 grey/blue objects, moving southwards over Great Lakes,

25 Dec 60 Star like object, 20 minutes to pass over %+ sky over
Campbell Town, Tasmania, west to east.

| 5 Jan 61 Brish‘i: light in eky, Oatlands, Tasmania

Mw Bright, white sphere, 450 from vertical, over Campbell
‘ Jan 61 Town, Tasmania.

18 Jan 61 Apps;ranthr controlled light, no sound, several sightings
J ' "~ around Kerang, Victoris.

i I21la‘:.'61 Bright 113!11'., with tail of orange sparks over Indooroopilly
| ‘Queensland, from N to S.

4 g ipr 61 es of light west of Beaconsfield, Victorie, similar

23 May 61 Larze objsct like s mefeor - pesition 32305 15240E
il < ; eb;‘iaet ‘broken up.

]‘
._|- | 2’% May 61 Dall silvery thermometer-shaped object - Devonport,
.'1 s manis - seen through binoculars.

1%§§ﬁgﬁﬁi; ;Bpgigﬁlﬂdﬁagaﬁ'oﬁjaat falling to earth - Darwin, WNT.

1‘2;‘5& 61 W uha@ed, red-glowing object, Cairns, Queensland,
- sographed through 4 in telescope

31 Jul 61 Long white glowing object, flaming tail buzzed train

A on railway, 285 miles south of Darwin, NT

'5 Aug 51 12 ah;}e s flying high, in pairs, dropping white
substance - Meekatharra, Wi,

24.&:& 61 Red light, elevation 3.5° at Hobert airport.

v/Dec 61 Golden sphere with silver protuberances on either side -
like motor armature, moving and rising inwesterly
dirsction, Koorda, Wi.

28 Dec 61 Spherical object, emitting flashes of green and orange
Llight - slow moving - Collaroy, NSW.

16 Jan 62 Tiery, rocket-like object across Caumlfield, Vie.
23 Jan 62 Green fading to yellow object over Bast Sele, Vie

Brief Description of Aerial Sighting Possible
Cause

Silvery, disc-shaped formation of 30/40 objects over Flight of

Launceston, Tasmania, flying southwards, pigeons

Re:'raction of
light

Satellite

Astronomical
Astronomical
Astronomical
Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Lstronomical
Temperature
inversion,
sighting of
an aircraft.
Astronomical
Probably
migrating
"balloon
spidera"

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical
Astrononmical
Probably

private
aircraft.

fbra@ing summ:y of information prepared in the public interest, includes ‘the
meaament of sach sighting reached by Department of iir, CANBERRL, and it is
‘that no further correspondenmcen be undertamken on this subjact.
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*Tste Brief Description of Aerizl Sighting Possible
0/Jan 621  White spherical object, Manly, NSW Astronomical
. 25 Jan 62 ) Bright white, planet-like object, sometimes orange and
2 Feb 62 opeasionally zig-zagring or changing direction, Astronomical
13 Feb 62 ) Fremantle, WA.
; 3 Mar 62 White spherical object with metal lustre, Manly, WSW Astronomical
! 11 ¥ar 62 Star-like object, 75% elevation tc 5SW of Flinders
! ' Island, Tasmania Lstronomical
. 13 Apr 62 3 objects, 2 with firey trails, moving from W
I|'- P direction over Tennant Creek, NT. Astronomical
i ; ]
| 5 May 62  White object, zig-zagging, Redcliffe, Wi. Astronomical
R 1. 5 May 62 Contrail and metallic glint preceding contrail, _
i qay 62 Dark glinting object leaving 4 condensation treils -
= e climbing vertically over Holbrook, Victoria Axreraft
.' | % May 62  Ligut, travelling across sky, stops, ohanges course
i : and graduslly disappears, Tacindz Point, Queensland. Astronomical
i x [y ] .
- 250 62 ng red chject, great size and speed at Kurrajong,
g e Vs = fhstrononical
: 62 Silver-coloured object over Yass, NSW Astrononical
like object, ved/green/blue - slowly moving : A
1/rigat/left over Kimberley, Tasmenis. Astronomical
right star-like object moving across sky over
faric, WA. dircraft
tarlike object, stationary in sky over Cressy, Tasmania  Astronomical
\ ving, star-like object Launceston, Tasmania. - astronomical
i J = e S e
W 23 Bep 62 Bright cluster of lights moving from S fo N - Aircraft
] . en route Christchurch, NZ, to Sydney, N3W. Astronomical
i 13 Oot 62  Aircraft like object high over sky, leaving yellowish
£ treil - Canberra, ACT. Aircraft
i W
30 Oct 62 Large object with red front emitting thick orange
‘I coloured exhaust - over Goulburn, NSW Astroncmical
F 3 Nov 62  Bright metallic glinting needle shaped object flying
- din straight-vertical path over Cressy, Tasmania. Aireraft
] 8 Deo Yellow, star-like object from S to N in streight path, Probably
1 over Cressy, Tmsmania. Satellite
b ‘17 Dec 62  Cylindrical object, with 2 vertical projections
I Airoraft

travelling NNE/SSW over Norfolk Island.

The foregoing sumsary of infomation prepared in the public interest, includes the
final assessment of sach sighting resched by Department of Adr, CANEERRA, and it is
Tegratted that no further correspondence can be underteken on this subject.




- Date of Brief Description of Aerial Sighting
Signts

FPossible
Cause

Jan 63  Apparently spherical object, white vapour emitted.
Moved downwards in sky over Pennz, Tasmania.

15 Feb 63 Grey, rotating object descending and then moving over
to West - gave off swishing sound, Moe Victoria.

Feb 63  White, spherical object, illuminated, in level flight

.." over Maitland, NSW.

£ ‘Feb 63 Two bluish/green lights, oval in shape, oscillating in

| . sky in tandem, Braybrook, Victoria.

i e : el r - .
4 Apr 63 Two bright objects, star-like, side by side, stationary,

T %53{ Long slender, silvery-white pencil-like object - soundless,

N, Fors’%ar, NSW
19 May 63 w.gm zed/white object, rising vertically, looked like

ll'!‘. Gambier, S

1 .Jul 63 Explosion of light in sky over Nelboume, Victoria.

o | o
 3Jul 63 Bright gree

L dodn 6 starliks object, red, stationsry over Delorsine,
= ia
14, el ey o

'I -, _ﬁ-ﬁﬂ 63 grey, circular object, noise like jet engine heard,

(1S s above Warragul, Victoria.

= .

'|i| ;::'_5-. r of lights over Darwin ares, N7, m=king swishing noise

3 Explosion in sky Turner Station/Ord River Station, Sd.
S'Mm spot or streak sighted before explosion.

hite starlike object, bulbous fromt and elongated tail
W ])mamang area, Victoria

iﬁ;ﬂb‘vﬁa Bright orange light, jet cngine ndise - from W to MW
Mocralin, Vietaris. {

!6 Tov 63 Pinkish/brown starlike object oscillating over Beaumaris,
Victoria. Rotating in circular manner towards south.

‘24 Dec 63 Marks on negative of photo taken at RAAF, Darwin.

Astronomical
Tornade like
neteorological
manifzetation

Satellite

Refraction of

Refraction of
light.
Aircraft

Astronomical
Astronomical
Lstronomical

Tornado
lstronomical
Re-entry of
Cosmoa 2.
Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Static charge
on photo
paper during
loading of
camera

Tf_aa' 2m ‘going summery of information preparsd in the public interest, includes the
final assessment of each sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
regretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject.
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!_J'éte of Brief Description of fAerial Sighting Possible
sighting =

23 Jan 64 Seen st sea by crew of a vessel NE Point of Groote Eylandt,

= Wi. Large lights in waber, made compasa go "Haywire!. -
‘Shadow in centre of lights rotated clockwise, casing lights nknown
to pulsate.

24 Peb 64 Bright light like bushfires Balladonda, WA,

2 Mar 64 Eyre Highway (178 mile peg). Lstronomical
| 8 Mar 64
i 3 Mar 64 White, planet like object, bright light, Bridport,
'1 : Tasmenia, Astronomical
! 22 Mar 64 Cigar shaped, travelling sideways, brown colour, at
. Armidale, NSW Astrononical
I 9 May 64 Two moving lights, yellowish, Fascoe Vale, Vietoria Refraction of
St i cillating in sky. light.
1 24 Jul 64 Pormation of whitish objects over Longreach, Queensland. Astronomical
.'.’-. 1 and 2  Bright headed object, glowing tail over Onslow, Wi. Astronomicel
\ e 64 £
! 2 dug 64 Focket like object, with windows in side, yellow/orange,
~ above Wittenoon Gorge,/Hammersley Ranges, Wi. Astronomical
1
l'i‘l. ;‘gm 64 White 1i 'f_ moving 2cT08s sky over Kavieng, Papue and
PR, = ex. Satellite
N Astronomical
| 25ep 64 Refraction
(L ; of light
s 22 Sep 54
T~ g Astronomical
.~ B T¥ov 64 t at horizon, Lowhead Lighthouse, Tasmania. Lstronomical
| :
' B Nov 64 Long and narrow, red/orange cbject - travelling fast _ .
\ over Po t Sorrell, Victoria. Astronomical
&ﬁa&&ﬂ. Strip of scrub 600 yds wide, 4% miles long subjected to
‘extreme hoat, Queensland. Bushfire
13 Jan 55 Apparent aeriel cbjacta, with vapour trails, flying in
formetion over Tasman Sea. Astrononical
1 Jen 65 Elongated light with tail- oscillating in sky over Trevallyn,
‘asmania, Astronomical
17 Jan 65 Two red lights and line of apparent cabin lights - Refraction of
stationsxry over Mentone, Victoria. light
23 Fob 65) Orange lights in sky ovor South Cottesloe, WA, Probably
30 Mar 65) ' Vanpire
1 Apr 65 aiveralt
from RALF
Pea.t‘ce.

m’ f“‘m summary of ini’umtian prepared in the publiec interest, mcludas the
‘assossment of ecach eighting reached by Department of Air, CANBIARA, and it dia
rapretted that no Marther corrospondence can be undertsaken on this subject.



6.

Brief Description of derial Sighting Possible
cause.

39 Mer 65 Yellow spherical cbject moved frum overhead to horizon

X in SE direction - Lakes Enirance, Victoris. Astronomical

19 War 65 Orange spherical object, West Tamar, Tasnania. Astronomical
i 21 Mar 65 Sphere with red dome on top; 3 illuminated tails - Weather
- 5 : e S
e moving Southwards over Malvern, Vidtoria. balloon
‘I 22 Mar 65 Yellow steady light from spherieal body moved about the
1 sky Astrononical
;' ?‘*}Wés 2 objects, one above the other, silvery, moved from Refraction of
I

w6
L Ly 6
[ =
- B s
L= el 3

29 Jun 65

88W over Geelong arce, Victoria.

.Bark gray/bla.ok amorphous object over Pakenham East
‘Victoria - moving erratically up and down

Bansna shaped, white/orange object over Nowbray, Tasmania

G:.‘een'dhanging to orange to green llght over Youngtown,
Tasnania

‘Blightly elongated, brightly 1it, broks into several
_ni’anas, over Griffith, HNSW.

ish/yellow light travelling fast over Queanbeyan,

i

~Blue light eminating from object coloured red - through

to green - wavered in sky. Eminated light sufficient to
illuminate beach - Schulea Papua and New Guinea

Bright starlike object, increasing in size, Bowen/
Pmsewp:ime area, Queensland.

Yellowish ball with tail. Emitted brillient bluish-white
l;ﬂl’”h on disappearing over horizon, Mudginberri Station

Bright object, emitting red light directed to earth
Passed over Sewataitai, Papua and New Guinea

Star shaped object, yell:awa,sh,’whmte, moving over Young-
toym, Tasmenia.

Sancer ahape- come top and rows of lights across front
‘and along side - bluish white, red trail, Daunia Station,
via Nebs, NT

Bright light, oseillating from L to R - Bwaruada,
Papue and New Guinea

Blue to green, cigar shaped object, red glow at rear
lindisfarne, Tesmania.

Bright object with short tail, moving E to W over
Launceston, Tasmanin

Light

Tarnado

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Unknown

Astronomical
hstronomical

Echo 2
Satellite

Astronomical

Astronomical

Astronomical

Aatronomical

sgoing summary of informstion prepared in the public interest, includes the
assessnent of each sighting reached by Department of dir, CANHERRA, and it is
mﬁm ‘that no further corvespondsnce can be undertaken on this subject.




Ts

Brief Description of lerial Sighting Possible

Cause
Vivid 1ight blue, circular shape, travelling NS,
Longford, Tasmania. Astronomical
Loud hunming, glowing object, yellow/white light
eminating from object illuminated herd of cattle,
Kimberly, Tasmania. Astroncmical
Bright white light, near Blliot, Queensland Satellite
Bright light over sea, Tewetewa, Papua and New Guines Satellite
Bright light oscillsting from L tc R, Bwaruada, Papua
and New Guinea Astronomical
Brilliant white light in sky at moon rise over Murella
Park, NT Astronomical
White spherical object, Canberra, ACT Astronomical

‘Red glowing cylindrical ocbject, moving from L to R
(oseillating) emitting "diesel-engine" sound, Astronanical
Nivani Plantation, Samarai, Papus and New Guinea

Bright light turning from red, through whife to green
and red, Dalby, Queensland. Astronomical

wver coloured object - disappearsd with flash, 70
%&B wast of oakfem s 7 1

Astronomical
_?&ue& akaped object with biuish zreen glow at Tim,
grey in colour, Vaucluse Beach, Sydney, NoW SW. Tornado,
‘Bright green/red/white ligh, Woodstock, NSV Astronomical
Two starlike objects over Frankston, Victoria Met Balloons
Silvew sSphere with acrizl on top, Orange, NSW Met Balloon
Red/orange body, leaving trail of white, ceme from SW
Lat 048, sonuth long 13315 Bast, Western Australia Astronomical
Flashing light travelling NS, Goomalling, Vi Astronomical
-S;iﬂ__;;-'::ic_u,' starlike objects, Launceston, Tasmania Astronomical
Floshing red, green, white, flying object, Ganawe,
| Papue and New Cuinea Astronomical
: 19 Sep 65 Streak of light, Dubbo, NSW Astronomical
15 -ﬁe_p 65 White object sighted west of Port Moresby, Papue and
Wew Guinsa. Moved westwards, slowed then sped north- Onknown
gl AT ards,
E?Eepﬁﬁ Bright light in sky WSW of Goroksz, Papuz and Hew Guinea.
Tntensity of light fluctuated. Later disappeared below Satellite
horizon.

The_fwmw sumnary of information prepared in the pullic interest, includes the
: assessmont of oach sighting redched by Department of Air, CANBERRA, and it is
mmﬂ:ﬂi that no further correspondence can be undertain on this subject.




Brief Description of Aerial Sishting Possible

Cause

Dull verticel narrow beam sscending fron sea of fshore
‘Bunama Point, Pepua and Hew Guinea Water spout

White, apparently triangular in shape, stationsry in
Bky, under moon, Launceston, Tasmenis. dstrononical

. 2Dec 65  Bluish-through-to-reddish light, larger than ster, 20°
' 1 above horizon. Disappeared below horizon after sbout _
10 minutes. Fopondetta, Northern Territory. Satellite

A;!Ehn iamgamg  summary of infprmetion prepered in the public interest, includes the
T ment of each sighting reached by Department of Adr, CANBERRA, and it is
. no further correspondence cen be undertaken on this subject.




ﬁ é A P ' o COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION

Under the distinguished Potronoge of Air Monhal Sir George Jones, K.BE, CD. DFC:

5=

 Predent’s PEVER E. NORRIS, LB,  Secretory: Mn. SYIVIA'SUTION  PO. BOX-43, MOORABBIN, VIC, AUSTRALIA.  Teliphona: 951659

21at October 1966

Mr Peter Howson, MN.H.E.,
‘Minister for Air,
‘Parliament House,
CANBER®A. A.C.T.

Thank you for your letter of 17th May last. This vas
circularized to the member grours of C.A.B.1.0. tut further reference was
\made to it at the recent C.A.P.I.0. Conference held in Adelaide.

- Tt was noted that a synopsis of UFO sightings and a brisf
.Wmnt. of ganme conld be made available and accordingly I have been
instructed to request that a copy be sent to us at your early convenience.

Tharking you in snticiration,

I remain,

Ymsiﬂceml” - ¥
[H.rs ) 8ylvia Sutton.
Hon. Sec.
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k - P ' COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGAMNISATION
:‘ s & A Undar the  disting: 3P af Air Monhol Sir George dones, KB.E. CB, DF.C.

J _ige
President+ PETER E. NORRIS, LLB.  Secretory M, SYLVIA'SUTTON  PIO. BOX 43, MOORABBIN, VIC, AUSTRALIA.  Telephone 95 1659

2lst Dctober 1966
Mr Peter Howson, M.H.R.,

‘Minister for iir,
Parliament House, Canberra. A.C.T.

LIST OF C.A.P.I.0. OFFICE-BEAWEES October 1966-67

President Mr Peter Norris, LIE. Melbourne, Victoria.

Vice-Fres. Mr Les Locke. Perth, Western Australia.
Vice-Fres. Mrs. M.L. Roberts. Brisbane, 'Qusansland.
‘Secretary Hrs. Sylvia Sutton. Moorabbin. Victoria.

Treasurer Mr 8.7. Czynski Ballarat., Victoria.



Parliament

I 17 MAY 1966

~ Yeur letter of 23rd April raises a rumber of which
 woudd 1ike 0 refox for the benafit of yous oxgmtiane

when an :
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Secretary

Commonweslth Aerial Poenomena
Investigation Organization
P.0. Box 43

MOORAREIN VIC

gj_,ga.\‘-/" A

’ L
¥ Your letter of 23rd April r=ises & number of pointshwhiuh I
would like to refer %6 for the bDemefit of your organization.

- AS you say the Commonwealth Covernment has besn Tecsiving
and evaluating reports on sightings of unidentified flying objects
for a 'number of years, &s have ths Goveraments of ihe United Kingdom
and the United States of America. The first point I would like 4o
make 18 that during the course of the investigations in these thras
npmtmgn no information has come to-light which indicaters the

i tenecs of extra-terreastrial vehicles, or that we are being observad
by beings from outer space.

'i'our letter infers that the Government is inxiods to keep
I would be tha
ﬁmf ‘bo ‘dgree ﬂth you that such a pnllc]r would be likely to cause
. misunderstanding among the publiec, and I therefore hasten to advise you
ﬂfat such is not the case at zll. Jnyone who is interested in sightings

eloome o $i& sinopeis of UFD sightings which Anoludes & very
assessment of ths p::obx‘ble cause of the report. Furthemmore; in
rea%fmee-.#n public demand for informziion on s particular URO sighting,
ﬁfﬁataman‘.‘s have been ‘made on behalf of the Government in the press and on the
‘Howaver I consider that too mach publicity on UFO reports would
‘ba ikalx t0 cause concern and even zlarm in the minds of those members
bi "pm:.n ‘who are not so well informed on these matters as the members
nf‘ sw;r -magaui zation.

X Rﬂ _l_lﬁ‘ Oovernment believes the appropriate aubthordty to invesitigate
UFC's in Auatralia is the RA/P and I'assure yoy that scientific advice 18
‘Bought from mppropriate authorities whenever necessary.  Your membars
should be re-assursd that if snd when an investigation reveals any
W‘@i@wzc@stmat&_ndea_ relating to the origin of an "unidentified flying
object! pf Govermnment will immediately release the facts to the public.

/5’- Any requests for information by your orggnization will be resdily
kandled by the Department of Air and I again assurs you thot no facts
will be withheld.

AL My best wishes to the members of your organization who I am sure
muat find mich to intersst them in the study of serizl phencmsna.

./u"ﬁ‘l-' ,-,\'_..;._al.-.tl'-l?

(o0l




3 ' %
Parlianent House,
5; Cenberra, A«C.T.
t : 26th April, 1966.

. Immmmmmnt
rd April 1966 on behalf of your Association
_MWMB&M!&M&

I shall write to again on this
mhm:lm.ﬁm iy

Yours sincerely,

(Sed) PETER HSWsoN

p dreaft reply for '
Miniater's Sigiaiure, Ploass.

{._.,,.g Trrivato: Hoorsasy
MINISTER Ol AL

4 ’emf;“rﬁ/ﬁﬁ \ wg\‘o




] COMMONWEALTH AE?’:‘AL PHEMOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION
R, & A P ' o Under the distinguished Potronage of Alr Momhal Sit George Jonew, K.B.E, CI, DEC

President's PETER E NORRIS, LUB.  Secrsfory s M. SYLVIA SUTION  PiO. BOX 43, MOORABBIN, VIC. AUSTRALIA.  Telephone: 951659

23rd April 1966

Mr Peter Howson, M.H.R.,
The Honourable Minister for Air,
CANBERFA. A4.C.T.

My association is an amalgemation of Australian UFO research societies.
I have been instructed by my members to place before you the following comments
perta.i.ntng to the subject of unidentified flying objects:—

T My association is aware that the Commonwealth Government has for some

tﬁm bnen reneh:lng and evalusting information concerning the existence of /
ed flying objects, (UFO's) and believes that this fact, together with -

le sml,ysig of all sightings investigsted, should be published, with the

b0 ‘the obstacle of public ignorance from this research. There

“Wm@gpygmng the public at large concerning UFO's and

of secrecy can engender only further misapprehension. On the other

g gnd open discussion of the subjeect would enlist the full cc-qpers.ﬁrgg

1ia .a&u.ya

My association is convinced that much information is withheld by persons
ﬁn ﬁuﬂ nlh ﬁm otm's but m dsciina to repax‘b their information

~_As there is considerable evidence indicating that some UFO's are manned,
>tions should be given to defence forces and all police, not to commit '
oked acts of hostility against UFO's.

MMMammmaeinmpm of UFO's during 1965
1966) resulting in obvious need for further investigation into
henomen Simatham:kaprimﬂaconcemadwithmﬁmot

3, My assoc tion : submits that responsibility for seientific investigation

£ UFO's should be vested in the CSIRO. Any project inaugurated by your govern—

. ° | ment along the lines indius.taﬁ would receive the full support of my association.

e 4 /

5 N, 4
dugbed T et

0 - Yours respectfully,

. & A
w PAeas ode L1 g TR BN (e g

(Mrs. ) Sylvia Sutton.
Hon. Seec.

'Rh-l N ot '“I-'. a-'l--‘l _'- %
-'.”1‘.!1‘ j"f‘"" »
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