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E 2'lit::~Cnt Hou~e, 
C ~berr!t. A.C.T . 2600 

- 5 AUG 1968 

I tic te t t yvu 11'111 MTo rocoim b n:: ht.tcr t.roc 
• Clr.1r'tz ~teO 25t~ Juno, 1%3, r.dlot he .ct n ililio~ ra- >S.r r 

.nio!l oct o u.t the nt'o view on :lnvo.:l1.i t cmo into I.IDi t1f1o4 
oer1o1 ;hc!1 

(Sgd.J GORDON FREETH 

W.~JfliBg;:-



~~~!;, PARL.IAMENT OF AUSTRA L.IA 

, - '' HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI V ES 
,).~ ·.~~-~,-,(. 

3 NAPIER STR£ET, 
IP o. eox 70), 
ESSENOON, VIC 
TEL 37 2ll6 

~.,.___~.,. 

26th June, 1968 . 

My dear Minister, 

I refer to my representations on behalf of Mr . P . E. 
Norris, President of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena 
Investigation Organization and your advice of the 16th 
May , 1968, that you would make enquiries into this matter. 

I also refer to your answer to a question of mine 
without notice to the effect that the subject was still 
under consideration. 

The request for some financial assistance fro~ the 
Commonwealth to help solve what is now recognized as an 
international problem is one which I feel should not be 
dismissed too lightly on the grounds of scepticism. 
I enclose copy of a statement of C.A. P.I.O. in respect 
to the United States grant of U. S. $500,000 to the 
University of Colorado to finance investigation of U.F.O•s 
as an indication of that Government's thinking in this 
matter . 

Ron. G. Freeth, M.P., 
Minister for Air, 
House of Representatives, 
CANBERRA. h£.:.1• 2600. 

2 7 J~' 1963 

Yo~~~ 
(Philip w. Stokes) 

Member for Maribyrnong. 



CO~ONWEALTH A-ERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION: 

THE COLORADO PROJFCT: 

12th floor 
100 Collins Street 
Melbourne. 

u.s. LCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F .O'S 

In October 19-6 the Un1• d States Air Force anm meed that 
a sum of $3 0. 000 (eubeeq ~ntly increased to $500.000) would 
be made availabl~ to the U~iveraity of Colorado to permit the 
establishment of a full time -rojeot to investigate the 
problem of the unident1fied fly ng objects. 

Head of the Project is Dr.Edward U. rondon the University 's 
Professor of Physics and one of the country 's outstanding 
and more outspoken scientists. 

Besides Dr. Condon. the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low, 
an Engineer. who is Project Co-ordinator: Dr . Michael 
Wertheimer, a psychologist: Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist. 
and Dr. Joseph Rush a r :lYSiciet . 

Informatior received by C. A.P.I.O indicates that the specif ic 
aa$iKnroents ~ow being undertaken are the development of a 
sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by 
comp ter: planrir.g 1or one or more well trained teams of 
liel .... r:-· s• igators; de•alo;;:cent of a spec1al sighting 
interrogation) f rm: pr . . ng a mta:'lual or booklet. including 

~~ckground 1nfo: ·~tion on astronomy for public guidance in 
observing and reporting U. F. O's; giving serj ous consideration 
to an effort to .eploy instr uments for detection of U.F.O's 
and for gathering quantitative data. 

A major effort is being made to open up new sources of 
information amon~ professional pilots and others who would 
be likely to see rro•s: also to re-oren i~formation sources 
which. for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force 
Project (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings. 

For one scientif~c exp• iment. engineers of one of the largest 
automobile companies i.1 the country will attempt to determine 
exactly what co • l cause ailure of the electrical systems of 
a tomobiles. as 1s of~en reported as a result of the close 
approach of UFO's. 

"Tir.-£>1' W:agazn1e of 4th August 196?, the Project 
~ n a omputer-aided ~~a_, 1is o! 2000 

a r.ce . In addition. three aightings 
y ample photograph c or ~ye witness evidence are 

intenoive exam1natio . It is anticipated that the 
report w1ll oe completed ar.d published in September 

One otrer Sc1e~ st who 1s closely associated wjth the 
C l r~oo ?roj~ t a Dr. James E.b onald. Professor of 
Meteorology at the University of Arizona. 
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Dr. :.:cDor.a1d recer:tly ap eared before the United Nations 
Outer Space ~rfairs Group ar.d mad e the following statement 
on UFO's :-

1. Tbere are stron~ ir.dications of increased close approaches 
by UFO'S here and abroad. 

2. It is not po~sible to explain all the sightings as natural 
pher.omena or as secret tests of highly advanced aerial 
or s?a~e vehic1cs built on earth. 

3. In spi•e of of~ .c ~el decu;;Kir.c . the verified evidence 
points to sc:::e .~r . . ~wr.. .:;r.eno~enon about which all of us 
must quickly become Letter informed. 

4. The most probable hypothesis is that the UFO' s are 
extra-terres Lrial probes capable of causing EM. 
(Electromagnetic} interference and other unusual effects. 

5. The importance of the problem to our world if UFO •s 
are actually extra terrestrial probes should quickly 
bring about international scientific co-operation to 
discover all possible information. 

The prestigio•ts Natior.al Investip:ations Cocmittee 
on Aerial Ptenome~a . largest and meet influential of the 
l..:nerican :.:-ro ~r:vate :resea!"c!: groups sw;;s up t'"-.e Colorado 
Project as ~allows:-

"Clearly this 's a new era of UFO research. ~iow that 
"':;"'r.e valid"ty "f the Air ?:>rce expla~ations for UFO's 
has been seriousl:,• ~ ·:estio!led ar.d the> doubts act.e ... upon, 
it is time f < r .... r~- !":.er.t<Hlor. of efforts. We have long 
been aware ol the llllc~e influence on public opinion 
(including scientists) that official pronouncements 
r~ve had , delay~r.g an open study and cisleading those 
who could bring a resolL<.tion to the problen. All 
indications are that the investigators fully intend to 
have a thoro·;gh look at the !acts. 
If this is done . we are confident that scepticism will 
end". 

.. •••••••••••• 0 •• • 
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2 5 JUN \968 
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.''ile llo . 

( :rotice .'arer 
(1 ;::.rli:llllento.ry JJcb:o.\.Q3 in 

tho 
(~ 
(notwe of Hepl.'.:laento.tives 

UNlOENTIFIED FLYT:-:C OHJECTS 

1\lr ~TOKI\S~l ask the M.nlstcr lor Air 
~ qu~~tion which relates to rcrrcscntations 
which T have matlc to him on buhnlf o( the 
Commonwcnl!h Aerinl Phenomena lowc•ti• 
g~lion Orl,'llnis~tion, requcM ing a govern· 
mcnt [lrnnt to assist with research into 
unidentified fiying objects. H~s the ~lin •stcr 
$~en recent Press reports of sight111~s oi 
unu.lcntified llying objects in the Wontha~gi 
<ll\trict of Victor~a? r. he in " po'ltonn to 
~ay whether some Commonwealth a<sist.,ncc 
in thi' m;,ttcr may be expected? 

;\lr FRI::t:.Tll- 1 have ackoowledgcc.l 
rcceirt from the honourable mcmhcr of 
rcpre,entations $Ccking Commonwealth 
~--i<tancc in the mvcstigation or reports o[ 
unidcn:ified flying objects. This m:ltter is 
being constdcrctl. I cannot undertak~ to 
~·'c the honour.1hlc member I'CC)' ~rcat en· 
coura~-emcnt, because a' far a\ [:ovcrn· 
men\~ arc concerned, no precise dctcrmina· 
tion h:~s ever t>ccn m~c.lc as to where ~cicncc 
fiction bcy.in$ in rclat•on to rerom of 
unidentified flying objects or to what extent 
the reports .ore related to reality. 

Mr Stol;cs-The United States of 
America "' making invcstigM•ons. 

Mr rnEETll-I know that far mo re 
mt cn<~focd investigation of thi• mJttcr l~ 
procccuing in the United St~tcs. I bore 10 
be nhlc to g<ve the honour~ble gcntlcmnn 
~ reply to nis representations in the ncar 

future. 

j,'Or prepe>.ration Of ;l reply for the l!ini::ter IS c.n>rov,:U_ ple ~39 • 

I I 

..... ······ ...... ····· ·· · ...... . 
.~ .. 0 doo. 
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Parl iLment Ucus , 
C ffi PA . A.C.T. ~(>00 

16th N~, 1968. 

Deer Mr. Stokes, 

I baYe r coivod from my colloaguo the 
Minister for [ducnt!on and Science your peraonnl 
reproacnt tions on beha lf of r. P. . orria, rrouidon~ 
of th~ Cor.l' onvodt.b Aorbl lhenomeut. Investigation 
OrJan.Ls:a\ion. 

I shall onquire into tho ~ttora you 
bave raiaed and vrito to you kgnin shortly. 

P.V. Stokea, Faq ., M.P., 
Puliaeent House, 
~AND mn .c.'I', 2609 

loura ainc~troly, 

{Sgd.) GORDON FREETH 

( GOnJJ(H! FREETJI ) 

/ 
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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE 

• I • • J 

Private Secretary to the 
Minister for Air 

PARUAMENT HOUSE 

CANBERRA. AC.T. 

1 5 M~f 1968 

llALCOLll .V!1:\..,~ -· 

1 Clr • 

For your J.linister's cons1.derat1.on 
please . 

Private Secretary 
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1 .:Tr-:. .. .. .. • 
;,;,.k:=r/...;·;'• Yl').'ifi!!AM'Ii: :r OF' AUSTRAL IA 

<£o7i;l[.•'~··~ ~6~£~l~ OFF ~PRESENTATIV ES r...,,..., '/.• •, lf ~'hJ• 3 NAPIEJI STMET 

14 CPO 80X70:, 

I
• <ssfNDON, VIC 

TEL J' 23.26 

10th April, 1968. 
I 
My dear Minister, 

You will no doubt recall the 
discussion I had with you on or about 
the 13th March, 1968, concerning a 
request by Mr . P. E. Norris, President 
of ohe Co~onweelth Aerial Phenomena 
Investigation Organisation for assistance 
from the Commonwealth. -=-

I shall be pleased to learn 
whether a~ything further has eventuated 
in this matter. 

32:~~ 
(~hilip~. Stokes) 

Member for ~arib;vrnong. 

Ho~ T ,. "'-aser " P -6~ -l. '-'• J,;.l • ZJ.- f ......... , ~~~ 

l!i~ste:: for Education and Science, 7; .... 
Co~cnwealth Parliament Offices~v ~ • 
~. 0. Box 1692P, 
~~o~. 3001. 

,r 

-· 



!lr . ? . n. l!or.r :::s, 
~ .. c~.:.:lcnt , 
c. l .. . P. r. o .. , 
; 00, Collin~; 3t:!.·~et , 
lfELBOTt:;~ ;, , 'l,OOO. 

/ 

I 
J 

20t:C J::cea.:1ber, 19p7. 
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CO.WI.O~'.'IEAl.7!1 AE~IA~ F11Er:OI:.ENA INVESTICATION ORGANiSAT.ON 

r~...,,;.l'ij Jwat•- """" uF.o. ~tu..J 
~Jnc:: _, ,"'14 cS;e,t,,.~ .tw.:~ ?.:trOI"'",. .:-t A.r .*/t;l'l/'fO: u.. G.ur :~ k tu.. -=.a.. c.F.c. 

100 Col11r.a Streot, 
! .• el bour M . 
Slat Octobe~, 196 7, 

~. P . W . C . Stokes , l.Ui.R. 
Hous" of Repr.::a.>:::tatives, 
0A!1BE1'L~.>. . ; . . C . ~ . 

:::.ear Si:r , 

I have ?leas~e ~n er.closing te~ewit~ 
a :::.ote d escr:!.bir.g: the ,_.tcrk be<.,., g -:.:r..iertaker. o~ unider.t ifieo. I 
~lying ObJects by ~he University cf Colo~aao ur.d~= t he 
auspices of ~he United Sta~es A~ Perce. 

'.::y 0~~:-!isatic:'l rr..aint:::ir.s t 1-.at a ~ 
sim:!.!.ar Projec"t ~aug-~ated in :.us-:::.-alia 19i"t!"! Co::!l:lonwec.l\. .• 
i'w:ds would be c! assista!:.ce i!l :'::.s!.pi:ng to solve tl':e c::reat 
ir.t~r:::.atio~~l preble~ of the ~?0's . 

Your ass~s~er£e ir. b~!~ei~g t~is ~;te~ 
to the atte~~ion of ~~e Gove~~=e~~ will Oe g~ eatly 
aJ:p:·eciated . 

--::::-· . 

I 

P. 3. NCP.RIS .. 
Pre3id.:nt . 
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12th floor 
100 Collins Street. 
!:elbourne. 

U.S. SCIE::~ISTS 'l'O ?nO!'E U. F. 0 'S 

!n oc'to'l)ar 1966 the United Statec Air Force announced that 
e a..::: o:: S300. 000 (suoseQ.uer:-;;ly :.r.crea so?d to .1500.000) wou:.~ 
be ~de ~vailable to the U~ivarcity c! Cc:oruao to per~.!t t~a 
est~bl:.shccnt of a fu~l time project to ir:vestigate the 
problem of the unidenti~ied flying objects. 

~e~j of ~he Project is Dr.E~warc . u. Condo~ t~e Ur:ive~si~y's 
?ro!'esscr o!' Pcysics a.:-.d oce of the country's outstatLdi!!g 
and more outsp<:ken scientists. 

Besides Dr . Ccr:Joi .. the ?reject :!:.eludes :~ . Robert J . :.c-,·:, 
a:: Engi::::.eer . who is Project Co-ordir.ator' :D:::- . :.:ic:--.ael 
l'ler'thei Eer, a psyc!1ologist; Dr . Willi:::.m Elu.u:er a ~!eteoro:ogist. 
::.:.c Dr . .icseph R:.:sh a physicist . · 

Inior~~~ion =aceiveC by C.A.?.I.O ~Cic~tes trzt ~~e specific 
aswigr~ents nmv being undertake~ are ~ne develo~ment of a 
.si,;:::ti:l£; case file which \'Till be accessible to sorting by 
.cor::?::.te~; pls.~~ l.l.f; for or.e Ol" ::ore wa!.l t~ai-::eC tea~~ c: 
!!~ld :.:-.~;estig~::o!·s; develcp=ent o.f.a spec:.i..l sig~ti:!S 
(ir<'terruga-tion) for::1: pr.;-pari?ig a t".am.:al or boo~:let. l.r.cludi:.s 
backgrour:d inforz::s."ion on ast::-onol:ly for public guida:1ce i~ 
obse=ving sr.e re~orti~g U. ~ . O•s: giving serious cor.sieeratior. 
'tO a~ a~:ort •o de~loy ir.s~~er.ts :or detection cf u.F.O•s 
and tor gathering quanti tatiYe data. 

:. ::::::.jo:::- effor• is being made to open up new sou::ces of 
i:;~crr:E.t:.o:--. G:nor..g 'P~ .. o:"e:::s:..cr.a!. pi::.o-ts c.r.d otr..ers w~o v:o~~-d 
b~ like::; 'to see u?O's: also ~o r'l - o-pen ir.forr..ation so~ces 
which. ::or reascns oi dissatisfc.c-.:.or. with the Air ?orca 
froject (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sic~'tings . 

Per C':':e sc.er:ti!"ic e:-r;eri::!er~~ . er...;il:ee:-s o~ c:--,e O!:~ t .. .;: :a:"ge~t 
~uto::obile compa:-~ies i::-! the country will at•e:::pt "CQ de~.c::.-:::::.n~ 
exaot:!.y what could cause failt<l·e of 'the elec;rics.~ sycta~s of 
au~o:::obiles. as ~~ often re~o~ted as a result of t~e close 
a:;.-p:-oac:~ of L'"'?C 1 ...i . -

:,cccrdi~f! to "Ti:ne" l.!e.gazine of 4th Augus-.; 1967, the Project 
is :-em well m-.d er wa:r e.nd a c omputer-e.iced ar.alys::.s of 2000 
~1s::..t:.r~Jc t-...e.e com~er.ced. r~ e.~di tio~. -::::ree s:;.g::,;i~g:: 
cup'!Jorte':l b;r C:i?le p!lo-; ograpr.ic or eya w:.'tr.ess e•r:.ce:::~co:! =c 
:rec~:;iving l.nter.siva e>:e;r.inatio:·.. It 1e ano;;icipa-.;.sd th~t -cha 
~~~jGc-c ':J report w:!.ll be completed ar,d published l.n Scpt.:n:be:r 
.L~c8 . 

Or ... ot!:e::- Sc:!.er-tist ?'ho l.S clo-ely as;:J ci!!.ted wi'th the 
Colorado Project is Dr. James E. ;.:cDone.ld, Profq:}sor of 
1:eteorology e.t the U:uversity of A:rizon ... . 

I 
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D:-. !.:c:Jor:a:c = ece:--~v:y a-p;,aa.~ac be:c:-e ~he Un! t(l~ ?•atiC:lS 
Ou"':a::- s~acc ..!.:!~2~S O.rVU1l er.= ::.de -;;he fvllv;•/,!T.g s-::.te::":\?:'l-; 
o~ L':'o·5 =-

~~e~e a~~ s~~o~~ ~~~~ca~~o~s of i~c=e~s~d closa ~~~=o~~r.a~ 
·:.y '-.;70 1 s :.a.r .a a;-d a b:: oaC.. 

2. :t ~s !'1~-: ~c:;s:_·~le i:o a:·:l;:s..:.r_ all "t!";.e sig.""lt!~gs ~z :-2.til:'!;:.: 
~~e~o=e~z or es see~e~ ~e=t3 o~ hi£bly aev~~c~~ ~e~ia: 

" '" 

o:: space \"'e!'li.cles b'-ti'!.t o~ ee~"th. 

:...~ sp:.te c! o!fici.e.l C.e:r.:~:.::K:.~:..g. ,;he ve~i:Lied ev=..Ocr .. ce 
-poir:~s to sc::.e ~r~~~cwn ;:::~:::.c::enor. about ·.v::!.ch. el!. of u~ 
!:USt Q.U:.c·.,.;;_y ·oeco;ne oett.:::: i7:-.for:ned. 

T;.o :nost ~!"o·os..bla hy~o-:::-_esis is th~t tt":a UPC • s ~a 
e:<:tr::.-terres •.rial '!'robas cz.pable of c::.usinf!; ':::i. 
(Electro~ag!le~;i.c) inter!'ere!".ce a:'ld ot~e~· 1.<r.u:;.u::.l effeo-;;o. 

Th.: ir:;pc:'ta~ce c! the J:.::'C~!e!:i to o~ worlO '!:" tTO • o 
t:re e.c~~.:.l:.y e:·:~Z'C.. Je:i"!".;st::-i&l p:::-obes· .:,hOtA1c1 c_uie~-::y 
b:rir.z a':>o:~-; i!','te!.•;.a:c::.o::-.::1 sc:!.er::;:.f:.c co-cp'":•a;;io~ to 
C.iscvver ~:.l pcss:"_ble i:~~:-:-ztior... 

~he ~~est~~~oas :a~ic~al ~nvastiget:o~s Cc=~~~~ee 
o:- .. -erie.l :?:!-_a~:o~~n!:!. ~a=g~st s.nc! -::os:t i-:-,fluer.-::1~1 .of t>.~ 
,., :::-icar. U?O ~==---l~-;e resa=-::-c~ grcu.-ps s~c:z ""'~..J t.tc Cc:.~raC.o 
? ... ojec-:: as =o::o\':s:-

.' 

•~c:..ea::·l:r ~:: -:_s -; s a ::.~ ... ·; e~a o! L~O :-e:.;e:.:-c!'.. : ~w t!:!!."t: 
-;._,._e vs.::!.~~-:y c= ~=--a .-... ~ ?:;;:7~e e ::~:~!"~~::ic!:s :-c~ U:C ·~ 
~~s ~e~~ se~io~s:y q~a~~~u~e~ ~~C ~~e c~u~ts 'CV-- ·.~­
it i!:! «.;::.~e -:-er a :!'e-o:-:.e~ta:t:.c~. cl ci'fcrt!:. \'"e !'a .. _..z : ........... 
bee;. a ... ·:-~e ~: ~~e ur .. \i·u.e :.~::·..:.e~~a c~ ;.~o::!~ c~:.~i"'~ 
{!:..c:':....~:.:.~s sci~~is"ts) ~~;;:~ ofi:.ci~! '!""!"Cnoun-.; ... :_ ... :-_ .... ~ 
r..a~te :~.at:, Cela:~~~ a:--.:. c;e!! s-:~C.y a::o ::islce.d~=:.~ :;~ .. cs~ 
w!".o cou:d briY!g 2. r~sc::tt:.c~ to "t?-'..e ~~c".ji:::l. .. .. 
ir.C:c~~~o~s ~e ~~2~ t~e ~~ves~icztc~s ~u:ly :~~e~J t~ 
~2ve a ~~~=o~g~ l ock ~~ ~he f~c~s. 
If ~!:!i::; ~s Cv::1g, \7e ~e ccnfiC~::t tl'".c.t scept!.c~ ... ~ \'1:::.::. 
er.c". 

I 



Subject.: 

MINUTE PAPER 
(This side only lo be wrillen on) 569/5/451 (1) 

~ec 0 (Air) 

Further to our recent discussions re folio 22 etc, would 
you please nor. initiate the following ection: -

5 Jun 66 

a. Take up with DPR the question of the future 
actionJu~ of departmental correspondence re 
unidentified flying object sigbtings . As you 
know I am conce:m.ed at the present delays that 
exist in answering some of the departoental 
correspondence on unidentified flying objects . 

b. 1/ould you review the nature of the material 
whi.ch is sent out to enquirers . For example, 
I don ' t think that we should continue to ae.nd 
out r.tr Roberts 1 address which was made in 1965. 
In addition I ~ feel that the synopsis of 
sightings should be reviewed with a vie17 to 
pruning out some of the earlier years sightings. 

c. In respect of para 7, folio 22 on this file 
would you prepare en appropriate draft letter 
to Departcent of Dei'ence raising this general 
aspect for consideration. In !)articular the 
letter should outline our general role in this 
subject , some of the earlier history as to how we 
became involved and the system mrich '17e now 
follow. Then we should refer to the t;rpes of 
representations tbat are now being ~e on this 
subject re Co.cJIIlonweal th assistance for funds 
etc, and then raise the general question as 
to whether it is appropriate that this department 
should continue to be the sole "Cocmonwealth 
agency" in this matter of unidentified flying 
objects - or whether some other Department should 
co- ordinate overall Comnonwealth aspects . 

} 
A Sec A 



( ',\:\J:tr.n \, 'l:ucs.- The 
' )Jint .. t,~ for Air (;.Jr. 

I 
J·'r"·C'll1l s.J.id tod lY he 
could J10t ;i\"t- an,· t'll· 
CO\ r:.trcmcnt to pr-.,pfc wlto 

1 \\ ;.~nlcd tht- ('ommon-
weallh tn sub.-.idlsc. re­
't'.arch Into unidt:n~ilicd 
llyin: o1,Jccb. 

He v.-.~~ r4"J>Iymg in thP 
llou<e or Ropre;;em:\th·es 
to :-orr. P. \",. C. S!oJkes 
t1.1b. V•c ), '·ho s:ud the 
Couln:OJ\'o1C'::Ith Acri I Phe­
nomcn' Jr.vc.hg't oa O:-­
C·1nl;~fio" had :\skcd !or 
l he e;rt~r..ts . 

~fr. S~fkts x-ked i! ~11.·. 
Frct•lh h"'d "W('U rcc~"\t. re-

~~L\·~~n~i;'?dl ~~~~,i~~ !:[ 
VIC:(Ol'•·'· ~ 

ltl'. F'rc-r.th s: ld the ltlal-; 
t1~r v::.. h~~in~; cou:,.ldt'l'e:d.l 

~~~c hfo c~~~~ f~,.t ~~~~; I 
nny encout ,,::;cantJnl. 

''A'S f.lt' :n" gov-crnmcntc. 
:-.re CIJ•tCt•r.lcd, tL h:U nt.!ver 
b '·'t\ pr1•cl ,f"ly det'~rnlincd 

~,l,'jrcw~~~~lett.11~~Jo~bf~~1~ 
Ut•i;ln l.? b_o .... r~l.,~e I let 
n•ullty, II< .•ld. 

FRE~TII 
4)/44£ ~ 

CHG.J, ON 
J/6/Cf 

'FLYING 
SAUCER' 
§T'JDY 

CAXBERlU, - T h c 
1-linister for 1\ir •Mr. _.,..­
Freeth• oaid yestcr- / 
day he couli no~ gll'e 
any enc:ouragement 
to people who wanted 
the Con: mom •e.1llh 
to provide grants for 
re:;eareb iuto uniden-
tified t!y:ng objects. 

1fe \\a& rep!y.r.g m the 
House- of Rep:~en! .. 
th·es. to :\tr. S:o~:f'>~ fLJb .• 
\'tc.l who s'i<l 'he COil­
ruon'll'eal:h .·'.erl · t Pr;.p.. 
nomena In"rt'it,!..a!.lon 
0:-:g:uma!:<>n lu<l r<''! le~­
;ed the gran•:;. 

Mr. Stokes a!ked tt lrr. 
Freeth had ~een recc::t 
T"parts of l'l"O "&h 'tn~ 
1.1 the Wontbnz~t 
dtstr!c". 

:Ur. Freeth M!d thr mlltt.N· 
"·as bi:mg consido~tr·:-d. 
but ne t.o~old not t dcr­
take to gn·e 3.fr. Sto;;t."i 
a.H~' e.ncou:·.-.g.c:ncnt 

"-As Ce.r ~ .. , Go. e-rnmcn·~ 
are cooce .. 1cd. I' hns 
n~·. cr been pn.•cls~1>• 
dt-t<-nnlned w h e r c 
sclc . .ne.e fict on ends nnd 
•:het'e- th e obJec 
begin •a he s·d:ltrd ta 
r~nllry" 



UIIIY~,,~ j) .. .... JliN 1968 

1888 Qurstiotu [REPRESENTATIVES] Question1 

1\lcKinna >t.llcd that. wher~•~ 201 Aus· 
trali.>n soldier.- hnvc JieJ dunng the wholo 
V1etnam \\.1r, it >S e>t1mated that 3,200 peT­
~ons \\ill die on Austnhan roads du.riog 
1968? Do.:~ the Minister agree that maoy 
pr<>tC\tcr< again<t th~ w:.r in Victn3m have 
thc>r priomics badl)' m1xcd up? 

:\tr SJ:>;CL.\lR-1 am not in a position 
to s:t)' hO" many Au,trah:ons hav< been 
~illed or m)urcJ in th~ cours~ of th" w:~r 
in V1etnam. It "' true that, ha,·ing regud 
to the number of fat:>litics on our roads la.st 
l cor, \\C can e\pect that mNc thJ~ 3,200 
people will be killed on our r0:1Js th1s year. 
The conclusion c:lra" n by the honourable 
member from the comp.trison of fatalities 
m Viemom and f3tnlities on our roads 
speaks for 11\Cif. Natural!) every member 
of the Au,tralian community is very con­
cerned at the hich incidence of fatalities on 
our roads. A considcrabk measure of pub­
licitY is !!"'en to this problem. One some­
times wonders whether, m considering their 
order or priorities, members of the Opposi­
tion have as much concern about fatalities 
on Australian road> as they h~ve about their 
explanations of their undemanding of the 
wnr in Vietnam. 

SUI'ERAN!'.'UA TIOl'\ 

Mr GIUFHTlls-l direct a question to 
the Prime Minister as Lc~der of the Gov­
ernment. Will Cabinet. prior to the mlro­
duction or thi~ year's Budget. reVICW the 
financial plight of ~upcr:mnuation pen­
sioners in the light of incrcasins eo~b and 
their falling standard of living? Are super­
annuitants recc1vinc net pensions or 
upwards of S60 11 week much \\Orse off 
fin~ncially than other pcn5ioners rc.:etving 
$40.50 a week plus fringe benefits of ta.'t 
rehcf, free rensioner meJical service, 
Postal Department concesSIOns and con­
ces\ions in respect of rates and travel? Ti 
io •ts financ1al proposals for 1968-69 the 
Go,·eromcnt docs oot ease the means tc>t. 
will the Pnmc :'-!mister consider the fea­
Mbthty of providing t.txation relief and 
!rec hospual and mcd1cnl sen•tccs for 
recipients of superannuation, thus eliminat­
ing a long~tanding anomaly? 

Mr GORTON- The honourable member 
ha~ asked wllether Cabinet will give eon­
siderat ion to n maucr ot policy at a pnr­
ticular Umc. AnnouncementS n$ to policy 

anJ th~ con,iJcr~tion of rol1cy by Cabtnct 
nrc, l uoder:.tand, matters not appropriate 
to be dealt "ith ~~ question time. 

tJ:\IDEt-.'TIFIED FL'\'I:\G OB.ICClS 

:\fr STOK£5--1 ask the Mlnincr lor o\1r 
~ qu~$l"'n w.,ich relates to rcprcscntnllon~ I 
"hich 1 ha\e m~dc to h1m on bchllf of the 
Commonwealth Aerial PhcnomenJ lnvc,tl­
galioo OrganJSalion. rcque,ting a sovcrn· 
mcnt grant to assiSt with resear.;h into 
unidentified Ryins objects. Ha~ the \llm~tcr 
seen recent Press reports o{ ""'"'"S' of 
unidentified fiyint objects 10 the Wonthag£1 
d"tn~t of Victona' I< he m .1 pos1110n to 
say whether some Commonwealth asshtancc 
in this mallcr may be expected? 

:\Ir FREETH-I have acknowlcdg~u 
reecipt from the honourable member of 
representations seeking Commonwcnlth 
M<btnncc in the investigation of reports of , 
unidentified flying objects. This matter i5 
being considered. 1 cannot undcrt~ke to 
give lh<! honourable member very great en­
couragement, because ns far as govern­
ments are concerned, no precise dctcrntina-,r 
tion lifis ever beeo mnde as to where science 
fiction hegins io relation to reports of ) 
unidentified flying obj~cts or to what extent 
the reports are related to rcal>ty / 

Mr Stokes--The Un1tcd States of \ 
America is making investigation~. 

Mr FREETH-I know that far more 
intcnsifie,l investigation of this matter is j 
proce.:ding in the United StJtes. l hope to 
be ahle to give the bonour:tble gentleman 
a reply to his rcprescnt.Oiioos in the ncar 

future. ~-----.-------....., --.__./ -
AUSTRALIAN SER\'ICE~m;•.; KILLED 

t:' VlET'i \" 

M; JA;'\I.ES-1 ask the 1\>fini>ter for the 
Army a question. Is it a fact tb~t the Arm) 
has thru or iour different ~calc; of bun.1l 
cost; for Australian servicemen killed in 
Vietnam and returned to Au5tralia for 
burial aeeoLding to whether the Army 
wholly arranges the burial, wllcthcr the 
parents arrnoge 11 oon-militat)' funeral or 
whether the pnreots or relatives hold a 
private funeral? Is a special rate allowed 
for the burial of officers? 



- MINU T E PA PE R 
(Write on this side only) 569/5/451 

SUBJECT: UIHD&F.IFIED FL Ynfe OBJECi'S - CONFE!!mCE 

1. At folio 20 on this file is a request f'ro~:~ the Secretary 
of' the Canberra U.F.O. Research Society for an officer of the RJ.AF 
to give a talk at a final public session to be held next week-end 
in Canberra durine, the :J.hird Conference of the Coomonwealth Aerial 
Phenocena Investigation Organization. 

2 . The specific request made has been that an officer not only 
attend, but also bring with him a synopsis of UFO sitings investigated 
by the RAAF to date. 

3, This particular request does raise some considerable problema 
1'1hich may be summarised as follows: -

a . There is dilficulty in finding a suitable 
officer to attend for the purpose. Under 
present arrangements the Directorate of 
Air Force Intelligence is the Directorate 
which is responsible for the co- ordination 
and investigation of Unidentified Flying 
Objects Reports . 

b. Primarily the Department of Air and the 
R!AF ' s interest in flying objects has been 
concerned with the Defence (Air) aspects of the 
Commonwealth and bas not been concerned nith 
any other aspects related to se.y the scientific 
nature of such sitings . 

c . There does not appear to be a.ny other Commonwealth 
Agency or organization involved in this matter, 
and subsequently this Department bas become the 
"Commonwealth authority" on UFO sitings, although 
as I sa;y its prime interest has been with Air 
Defence aspects in particular. 

4· In 1965 1lr Roberf;s gave a.n address to the Ballarat Astronomical 
Society, and a copy of t his paper at the time is attached in the material 
being sent to ~Ira Klein. :.ir Roberts is still in the Department with the 
Operational Research Office. However it is not part of his r.osponsibility 
to be associated with this l)articular subject , and he has not been involved 
for the last three years . 

5. The possibility of an officer f'rom the Directorate of Air 
Force Intellib"eelc~ being ;3ent has been considered, but to send an 
officer frou this Directorate, underlines that our interest in this 
subject is that associated with Air Defence/Intelligence aspects, and 
this could cause ::lOCla proolru.:s and lead to soma un;vanted uublicity. 

6 . Taking all factoiS into account at this stage, the reply 
at folio 21 attached bas been prepared on the basis that an offioar 
Cani\Ot be made available, but that the attached material eight be 
useful to the Conference, This reply is accordingly referred for 
:fOUl: signature. 

. . ./2 
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7. It is intended however to take up further the quest ion 
of Co=onwealth responeibilit~ in this particular subject rtith other 
Coranonwealth departittents, e . g . Defence , Supply, Education and Science, 
Prime ~ister ' s Department etc, to see whether s~e other Commonwealth 
Ae,ency is better placed to assume respo.llBibility for Unidentified 
Flying Objects . At the same til::e we would maintain our interest in 
the catter and work with any other Co~nweelth agencj who is con­
sidered to be r.ore appropriate as a co- ordinating agency for the 
Co: J:lOllwealth as a whole. 

3 Jun 68 A S~c A 
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Parliament House , 
r. \ . J'. T . 2600 

4tll June, 19()3 . 

Dear Mrs. Klein, 

l refer to your letter of 17th Hay, 1968, 
in vhich you r~~ue st t hat a R. A.A.P. Otficer ~ttend the 
final public ~e~~ion of the Taird C •.. 1 •• Conference, 
to bfl !1 ~1•1 ' n Cl\!ll>err en 8t- .ru o . Tv u.lao sted that 
n ~ OTJ£116 (d {. , . (, , 1.11VOSti(; ted by tho P,, •• • , "I) 

d t9 1 he al.so }tTOVi ded . 

'i.Jnfor tun t cly, due to th l' s hort 
not ic of :yn\t r r-e"U()St c.nil l.!. lSO the f .• ct 
pa:::tiC\\le.r SP-SS \ on Cl'n c rnf'il t !tel> pl .• c on a lleo :-end, 
'We h iLvo \.loon unLll, ~o r.r-. nns :f'Jt ~ sui bble o:ffJ.cor 
to (O t tend your forthco~ing Con!crcncc. 

Hcvevcr 7 I nm ~tt,chi~ :u c mat.c r :ol vluch 
is ~ surn t\ry of unidentified aer ial sightillt rcl.orted 
to f:ly Department !ron 19~0 on,r:rC:s, tocet.hcr with Ci 

&\1R\t:l&ry of e.n address given hy ~~r . r.obe:;ots of t!tis 
Depart~en~ to the Enllar•t ~trono ionl 'ocicty in 
February 1965. 

1 recret ~bat ve nre ttnable to moot your 
r equest for &n Officer to at~end your Conference, but 1 
do hopo that thc tn o.tcrial which is ~ttnchcd llill assht 
ycur. Society in mo.tt@ra undt!r di~cttr.sion 1 t tl.o Conference. 
I vo11ld lik e to tBkn this op;ort tnity to o:xtcud toy beat 
Wl~hee 'to the membnra of your orgtmiz,,t.iou Qnd to lo'iah 
the Confe•ence ~ver,r succe,s. 

Hrll. ' • Klc1r., 
Se::ret:~ry, 
Canbt1rrn U.F.C. fitsc 1ch Societ y , 
r' .O. Box 972, 
c l .c . 2~01 

Iu4rS sincerely, 

{Sgd.) GORDON FRBBTS 

(cor DON' FiU~Tn) 
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Russell Offices • 
Canb€!rra A. C. 'l' . 2600 

• Klein, 

I roarot tba! c<J .r~e to JDCGt ~ ~ t toJ: 
GO Oftioor to o.ttcnd .:r. · ;:encc, ibd I c1o ~ thnt tho 
~t4D.'1&11 1ddeb l8 at J 'l .o1Bt ~ oo1ot., in o:o 
UDdor 41eowJelon at "c:rmco. 1 110014 1Sl:o to tGl:o t111o 
o ~tr 1o est t 1dahen to th or fCUr 
o~ioD o a1ah tho cootc:mcc evor. ... 

, 

OOnrx:ll m 

• z'fo 2(,01 
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CUFORS 
President : Mr. H. Zwankhulzen 

Phone : 43319 (eftor hours) 

Secretary Mrs. V. Kle1n 

45 Gardiner Street Downer. 

A.C.T. 2602 
Phone : 42238 

~lnister for Air, 
Par liament House , 
King George Terrace, 
ParKes . A . .., . T. 
2600 

CANBERRA U. F.O. RESEARCH SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 972, 
Canberra C1ty, 

A.C.T. 2601 

!7th May 11;168 

\ 

Dear Sir, ) 
The Commonwealth Aer 1al Phenomena Investigation Organisation 

(C . A. P. I . O. ) w1ll hold their thi rd Conference in Canoerra, Bth - lOth 
June I9t;8 . 

On behalf ol C.A.P . r . o . we wish to reouest the ~resen~e 
of an officer o! the R.A.A. F . with a synopsis ot' U.F . O. sientings 
inv t1 ated b the R. A.A . F . to d te: This reouest was most aoly met 
a t tne Ist Conterence in I o5 oy Mr B. G.Roberts. 

If th~ r e9uest is granted we would wisn toe Otficer to 

/'

attend tne F1na1; sess ion, 8- 30 p . m. , 8th June, and we would also 
wisn !O ~<now now l.ong nis talK would oe and if 1t would. be illustrated 
and wnat eauipmen£ ne would need. The F1nal Sess1on w11l oe neld in 
tne Acad~y of Sc1ence and all facilities for tne show1ng ot slides 
ana films are RVallaole . 

v \Q~ 

Yours falthfully , 

{.) ~ 

(Mrs) V. Kle1n 
Secretary 

:.ECRETt.RY, 

Fl)r ~ Pnlv for 
I I 'll S a 1 Plett~• 



UNIDENTIFIED FLYI:TG OBJECTS - Mf 3VJJ.UATI011 B.;.S3D ON 
AUS'l'RALLJ~ • .AMZ.iUC.UI ],liD BRITISH IJR FORCB REPORTS 

A summary of an address given by Mr B. G. Roberts, to the 
Ballarat Astronomical Society at MLkR.t~T, 

Febmary 1965 

The Term UFO end Some Objections to it 

1. Unfortunately the term "unidentified fl.ying object", or UFO for short, 
because of its widespread. o.nd indiscrioinate use is generally regarded as just 
another word for "flying ssuce1." . This is a rather ironic situation since the 
t erm was originally intrJduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over­
come the tendency autouatically and haphazardly to relegate all unidentified 
s i ghtings to the categorJ of "flying saucers" . 

2 . Evan the term "unidentified flying object" is some11hat of a misnoZJer, 
and t h i s probably is the underlying reason for its indiscriminate use. We 
believe it t o be a misnomer on a number of counts. Fi.rstly many sightings are 
not of mate_'ial objects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to 
be !liSteria! objects. Freak ':7eather condi tiona, electrical storms and unusual 
light condi tions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the 
observer i s unused to theu and the time of viewing is short . The eye is not 
zlone in this respect . For instance Radar i s far from infalli.bl e . Radar echoes 
f rom dense c l ouds and pockets of air are quite cor:ll.:lon and can give the erroneous 
i!:Jpression that some naterial object has been detected. 

3. Secondly i t is our experience that , except in sightings of aircraft the 
process of flying is rarely involved. Many sightings are of the planets or of 
I:le t eors ent ering the ea..-nth 1s atmosphere, and, i n one case, 11e received an excellent 
r eport f rot'l aooe 17 separate observers in the Central NORTHERN 'l'ERIUTORY of the 
re- entry of the Russi an Sat ellite Gosoos II into the earth 1 s atcosphere. 

4· One might even go a stage further and cba.llenge the \7ord "unidentified" 
on the grounds t hat t he classificati on is a purely tentative one , since information 
not avsilabl~ t o the observer b8fierally provi des an adequate ident ification of the 
si ghting subsequently. It is our experience that more than 90% of all \\'ell reported 
s i ght ings can be i denti fied satisfactorily. The rec.t cannot be identified specific­
ally, mainl y because the observer' s report of the siehting does not contain sufficient 
informati on t o pr ovi de an identifi cation , or in oases where it is considered that 
further investi getion i s unnarranted. An example of the latter i s illustrated by 
t he case of e. wocan who wrote in 1964, after re&ding e. newspaper report of a UFO 
s i ghting, to tell us of sounds she had heard one night more than tw'elve :~onths 
pr eviously; s he did not know what date it was aha had heard the.noises and, as she 
was too fri ght ened to get out of bed, she did not see what was making the noise. 
Could the "object" be i dentified? Naturs.lly it ooul.d not be. 

5 . .d.! though it is difficult to ool\jlm! up a name which adequately describes 
t hese sight:inga I think a more eppropnate term than "unidentified flying objects" 
~0uld be "unidanti£ied aerial sightings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only 
1.nsofa.r as t he observer is concerned. It could be defined as an observation which 
remains unexplained to the viewer at le'l.st long enough for him to report it. Although 
the term may st ... u be inadequate in some. respects I think it removes sor.Je of the 
misleading inferences which Wt~re apparent previously when using the term "unidentified 
fiying object" . 

1\.ssessr.~ont of Aerial Sightin,;s 

6. The assessment of reports of unidentified aerial sightings in 
d.UST:UU.L. and the TERil!TORIES is the rvsponsibili t.:7 of the Dcpaztment of Air at 
CMlBERRA. ThPre is no hidden implication in this allocation of responsibility. 
The Department is simply the most appropriate authority for the task, which is 
performed to daterm:ine 17hethur ar not a threat to the seourity of the nation 
is involved, 

2/ . . 
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7. ~ch effort and time is devoted each yeax to the assessment of aerial 
signtings . Repo,rts have been received from as fax south as TASMANll and as 
fax north as NEW GUINEA. Immedi~tely following a report the observer is 
usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro- forma covering all 
aspects of the sighting. If there: is no immediate and obvious explanation for 
the sighting the observer may then be interviewed by a member of the RAJ~ so 
that his creditability may be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional 
information. The Departcent of Civil Aviation mB\1 then be contacted concern­
ing civil aircraft movements in the axea, while military aircraft covements 
and ;.eather balloon flight:; are also checked, in case the;>- may have been 
reoponsible for the s i ghting. Satellites are also responsible for a number 
of r eports, basically because of public intergst in satelli tes and the 
increasing numbe~ out into our skies . The movements of satellites and 
satellite debris are checked through the ~partcent of Supply, which tabulates 
data on all satellites , raga1~ess of country of origin. Because of the 
steadily increasing aoount of traffic in unr skies, and in space for that 
matter, {more than 500 pieces of satellite herdv1are are orbiting the earth 
at t his minute) , the task of identifying aerial sightings is assuming substan­
tial proportions . 

a. Reporting Procedure. The procedure to oe adopted when reporting an 
unidentified aerial sighting is to ;vrite a letter to the nearest RAAF base or, 
cl.temativel y , to t he nea:rest police station giving your ll8Z!le and address and 
as lllUch of the foll01'7ing infomation as you may be able to recall :-

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

{e) 
(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

{j) 

(k) 

( t) 

(1!1) 
(n) 

Ja.te end pr<:cise tillle of the sighting; 

Length of tL~e sighting under observation ; 

Where the sighting took place ; 

Position of the sighting when first observed (e . ~., overhead 
coning from behind a hill, over thr. horizon etc . ); 

f.bet was it that attracted your attention; ( e . g . light, noise) ; 

Did the sighting appear t o be a light or a solid object ; 

'llh2.t 11as its colour; 

What wes its apparent shape ; 

If uore than one sighting was concurrently observed, how many 
were there and what was their formation; 

Was any detail of the structure of the sighting observed; 

~as any method of propulsion obvious; 

Was thare any sound ( desc:dption, if any) ; and, 

Your eat~ate of the object's height, speed and direction of 
flight. 

9. Ilo11 this last item is very important and I would venture to say that 
unless you have sooe eXperience in estimating height and speed your iopression 
of any object's height , speed and direction of flight could be oocpletely 
erroneous . 'l/lzy this is so becomes clear when one realises that any estim­
ation of speed requires that we have some idea of an object ' s height and this, 
in turn, requires the.t '1'10 have some idea of the true size of the object. 

10. If a aightinJ appe".rs as a light or is tlO fe.r away that we ca."lnot 
discern any detail about it other than that it appears to be an object , then 
VIe ha.ve nothing sgai.nat which to oo~:~pare its aize. Consequently an estimation 
of its s ize or an improasi.or1 of its height and speed c:u-o likely to be in error. 
Far exanple, en c.irc:raft flying overhead at 300 mph at a hdght of 5,000 ft . 

3/ .. 
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could e!l.Sily ffive an o'buurv.::r the erroneou.; i.::.pres:.ion that he had sighted 
en object flying et 3, 000 n . p . h . , if hi: tbou6ht th::~.t t~w height wa.e c..bcut 
50, 000 ft . Tbistladov:n, leas than one inch in diamutor, which .a-re blown up 
to 100 ft or so by th'i! ~linJ. durin.[) uur Sllllll!ler T'ionths , can C.}>pear e.s <Jbjects 
flying very high !1-t fantastic spoods and oap.:>.!>le of the most enazing mcn­
oouvr~s, sinply bec~use their eize is a matter of conjecture at the time. 
Sioilerly an aircraft flying directly away fro~ the observer, particularl y 
at night, could appear a.;; a slo· ·ly descending or hover:tn.; object. 

11 . Since obe si~e of the si~~t~~g, the lirection of its flight and 
its distance fro~ us is norc~lly iQpcssio:e to csti~tv ~ccurately, it i s 
b~tter to ~e ~ estim~tc of th~ sighting's initial anglo of elevations 
above the horizon, the 2115le thrv 1gh 17hich it subse~uentl:,• nay .:.:ppeer to 
oove and the til:!e taken t o ~o so. 

The I~entifica~ion of Aerial Si i1tings. 

12 . Identified Si ;htings With the infor1:1e.tio~t ~vs.ilablo from the aerial 
sighting repca·t, a~ atteopt is nade tc i dentify tho sichting. In 9 out of 
10 well reported cas"s this is usually possible . .By fe.:r the g::eatest nunber 
of si,:hti11oas have wen o.ttributed to astr.:.noc.ic.~ ph"no 1.:?na, such as .fallillg 
r:e:t<!Ors or the view Jf a. :p&"ticul !lr planet lsuch us Veru ... , Jupiter 0 1' Mars) 
w?lich -:Je;,' have z.p,x;e.re.l unusu::>.l to the ohsarve:c. .il.ircra.ft :ue responsible 
f e r the next :aghcst pe:::-cc'!'ltc.:,e of si~tii:gs, r;.rile :J. va....--ietr of other causes, 
suer. e.s ruckats of the firecrackers •ariety, weathQr oe.lloona, s~tellite oeterial 
:md so on, co::~bine to f~rl:l the :!:e:Jain:ier . Tt is :;i .. :nific~t to note that 
recor:!.s show, bor~ in 1963 ~"'d c..g.-o.in in 1964, th~t th~ Jw;,n tha during wLich the 
.,'l'~::t.:!st nu."loer o_ >erit>.l si!!:htin5s :;~re r,;;portm! -:ere ~so the m·:mths of 
gt·cat~ct meteor ecti vi ty. The IJ.)nths of July tm·i August consistently brinG in 
uor.a sightitl.~-::; than :;;ny Qther .. ~ ~th of the yam:. 

13. Unidentified Si· i1tin ... s . The l'lUI!I,ber of sis;htings which cannot be 
identified !'r:Jffi th~ infor ::-.'\tion evai.cebl o has :rcn<'iuc1 fairly consistently 
:::.t arouml about to;ro a y ar. Ind.eed., aiven sufficient ti!':le anJ. effort , the 
nur:bo:r of uni:lentifiei 3i -;:tL 3 :?rctl".bly could be roduce:l further. One h..es 
to a.3..;:;s3, ~orra,;er 1heth~r th•.: requirci ad1.it i onal ti:'l(; cr.·l effort is 
V!a.."T:Jnted. It is gen~r::.:!.ly e...:cepted that t~re ic, ::-J1~ alw".Ys Rill be, a 
S::l:l.ll nunb~r ::>f si~tin_,"B (due t o ~.igr: eltitude :!;!lCn'J .. n,,, ·:;l·.ich are stra.no-e 
tD the untrained ~Je) for r.hich ~~ ~veilabl~ i~S::>~~tion T.ill never be 
sufficient to enable -m i•lentification t:J be ne " . In other r.ords it is 
just n:.t possible t o achicY3 v. 100T• record of succossful i dontific:::.tion . I'he 
i:l~o.l c;:u, be approach.:! but n• t aohi"ved, sir.ply becau.;;e the inaccuracies 
inherent in this type of ''IOrk oilitate egz.inst its '\chi !welll<:!nt . So !:luch f or 
experience in AUST2AI.ll; 1·1r..et of the expei:ci e nce of ovl3rsea.s Air Forces such 
a.a for insta."'lce the US.I'.F. 

14· J?cprcrience in US.\. Experience in the UNITED STATES l.'UllS parallel 
to i..u.stralien experience. The kler:Lca"ls , however, hamilt: m::my oore rpported 
si~htings, wer.>e-ir.g fro~. 400 ~o 600 .:. ~ch ye.:-.r . The eno.lysis of all reported 
sig~ti."lgs -n the UZ.U :1~s ocen the responsibility of the US.'.F .• ir Technical 
Jntel!i e;.::nce Centre since investi~ti:ms sta....-tod in 1947 . SLice t~t ti.::te 
they h~v~ investigated sooo 9, 000 reports . 

15. I~ tr.eir effort t o identify repartee cori~ nibhtir~~ thv 
>cericons use automatic sorting nn1 co~puting tecr~~q .cs, ~o~so these 
octbocl.a provioe the beat \Icy to hUI!ll.:: s~ch .Jreat ::.uounto of rL.!to. The 
;rri tten r eports a:r"e reducurl to nr: punch-em:.:. <'.bstrccta by monns of l ogically 
.1ovt.loped for!!lS and sten'1."~.rdi.:~ad 'Valuation procedures . The ovAluction of tho 
reporte , a c::uci.c.l st()p i."' th" preparation of the (~at a for st!ltistical treet­
ncnt,c;,na:Lcts of a1 H!)J.rtis~::. '>f the !'eperts, the subaoquont cle;;;sification of 
thv ai ·htin.,., '7ith th':l e hll.Si.; on co:~pl..:te c;:n,;i<~tcncy nnd objectivity. l'hia 
c .w:us tency and. objectivity can be flaintaincd ri.:;C.t through th.:: n..'1' .lysis since 
t ho c-:>oputcr is ~ =chl.r.J c.tl'l. n?t a. o:>.n . 

4/ .. 



16. A typical breakdo~ of A~erican identificati~n, before improved 
reporting end investigating procedures were introduced, would have been as 
follows :-

Astronomical phenomena: 25% of total sightings 

id=raft: 2o% " 
Bel loons : H>% " 
Other causes (lights, birds, hoaxes) : 13% " 

Reports with insufficient inforo­
ation: 

Unidentified reports: 
" 
" 

17. Reports classified under the heading of "insufficient information" 
are those for which an essential piece of info~tion is missing. For example 
the omission of sighting time or location. 

16. ~ter the new proce&ure had bean in operation for some 6 months, the 
percentege of sightings reue'.ining unidentified wss reduced to one third of ~he 
previous figures. The figures for this period then becat:~e:-

11.stronomical phenocena: 23% of total sigiltings 

.aircraft: 21% " 
:Balloons : 26% " 
Other causes: 20% II 

Report s with insufficient infom-
e.tion 7% II 

Unidentified reports: 3% II 

19. The effect of the new reporting and investig~ting procedures has 
continued to be narked, roducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1.8% 
and, on one occ?.sion, t o as low as O. 7%. The ..i.oericans, in fact, believe the 
percent86'9 can be reiuced even further . 

20. Experience in U'.t(, In the U'tiiTED KI:mro.: a sooewhat sicrilar picture 
presents itself . There , all reports of unidentified :lerial sightings are 
processed through Defence tlinistrJ :.ir Intelligence, anti an average of 9 out of 
10 sightings have been identified. Astronomical phono~en~ and aircraft ~~ 
once again the main re~sons for sightings . The Defence tlinistry is confident 
t~t with mare reliable informetion ~ d imp~aved reporting procedures, the number 
unidentified could be substantially reduced. The Ministry shares the opi.aicm 
with the Americans that the iopoasibility o£ devoting more time and money is the 
cain f actor preventing the achiGvement of a rational identification for every 
report. 

Conclusions 

21. I would like to repeat the cain points I have Llade as I think 
they are ioportant. Reports of unidentified aerial sightinga have been 
assessed by the Departoent of Air for the past ten yeacs or so. Nearly all 
of these sightings he.ve been ilontified as either e::~ronocical pheno:~ens., 

aircraft, fireworks, balloons or satellite material ro- en :ering the earth 's 
atmosphere. Astronooicr~ phen)mena is responsible for the greatest number of 
sightings and it is significant that there is a notiooablo rela~ionship between 
tho time of year when the trroatest number of sic;htinga are reported and the time 
when tho ~at_st meteor activity is experienced. There tends to be an incro~se of 
rcpvrtoQ siehtings each year ~und about the main meteor stream dates , which 
it io harcl to believe is purely coincidental, and conversely there are few 
reports during the principal b~pe between dates of r10teor activity. 
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22. Both in the UK and USil., en-J.yses of re:_Jortud sightings have 
resulted in similar conclusions to our ::JI'In. In the U:II'rED STJ.T".t;;S , ;vherc some 
9,000 sightings have wen investigated ;rover the ... --e.st 18 years, scientific 
oethods of data re:lucti:>n h•\Ve consistently 1e::~onstrated that tho "' a.:-c no 
siglificant si.cilarities betiTaen sightings which have not been i dentified. In 
fact ioprovad raporting and evaluating procedures have markedly re1uced the 
nwnber of sightings f'llli:lg into the "unidentified" category. Only the 
impoasibilit.y of providing en intensive effort and imcense expense prohibits 
the expectation of a complete reduction of sightingc, whic~ currently remain 
unidentified end which nOI7 stands at around 2-3%. 

23. The nw.'lbcr of unidentified sightings each year in .:lUSTRA.LIA does 
not warrant such great effort or expense. Only where there is evidence that 
a threat to the security of the nation is involved (e.g. the possibility of 
foreign aircraft infringing our air spece) would t his attitude be reversed. 
The Department of air believes that there always will be aerial sightings of 
high altitude pherto:nena which are strange to the untrained eye and that of 
these some will not be ident::.fied. 



Viotori.t\ £arracka, 
lolelbourne. Vic. 3004. 

2. 2 NO~ 1907 

1&''' 
/ 

,~ 

thank ,-ou !or the report on the work 'Wlderlilken lb7 the Univm-aity 
ot ())lorado forwarded with ,.our letter o£ 311!ft Ootohr , 1967 . 

Aa you are a are the Government iJ1 presently aatie!ie4 that the 
arrall8'8Mnta ll!lde.r wiU.ah the H • .A.A • .F. ia r~sponaible !oJ: the ir.Yeltip.tion 
of unidentified tl;r1tle obJects in Austre.lia adequately a(IJ:'Vea our l'l:ltionnl 
:inter at . 

HoHYOr, I am keenly a-raro of the developliBnte taldl''C place 
oTSr .... aod I aball continua to watch th~ with intereot for their poaeible 
illplioaUon to the eUuaUon in .Alut.ralla. 

far o P o Eo lon-1a, 
Pftaicl.-t, 
())~ th Aerial Ph8POI!Iell& 

ID.wati!ation ~~ation, 
r .o. l!oz 180, 
KIOlWDIIJ. VIC. 3189. 

Toura aincerel:f, 

PETE {Sgd 
owsol't 

Peter Doweon 



DEPARTMENT OF AIR 

MINUTE PAPER 
(TitiJ •id• ooly to be wrlttOJ> oo) 

Subject: UFO ' s 

1, As stated in F12, the RAAF's priDe concem in UFO investigation 
is to ensure that there is no threat to Australia's security and the 
present ~ resources for investigation cannot go beyond this directive. 
At present there is no evidence to sugges1; that any UFO's thJ:eaten 
Australian air space and, from a defence point of view, increased eft'ort 
or expense on investigation would seem to be un~arranted. 

2. The weight of evidence suggest that scientific, as opposed to 
defence, investigation of these phenomena would be more apryropriate if 
any further investigation is desired by the government . 

/ /!upp.._J1.-
(}roup Captain 

/) . rJJ. , 

St. 4117 



DEPAR'.l'!!ENT OF llR 

MINUTE P A PER 

Subject: u F a? 

J)A-f=l 

1. Folio I i is referred for your comments and advice so that a 
reply can be prepared for the Minister. 

2 . 17ould you please give tl:U.s matter priority so that either a full 
or interim reply can be forwarded from OAS Branch as soon as possible . 

3 . If you a:r:e unable to provide material for a full reply within 
7 days would you please return this file so that an interim reply can be 
prepared . 

J ~ 1 /1 1 6'7 



c A P I 0 
COMMONWEAlTH AERIAl PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 

(Af,Uictit'IO A.U!trollon U .F.O. Soc.•eh.,,) 
Ul"'dtt the d~inV\1 1~ Potronoge of Air ,_...o,...hof Sir George JCM'Itl, 1(.8 .£., C I., O.F.C-

1\, 

Prt"Kk>nt PETER E NORRIS. ll.l. S..O.tory J Mrs. SYlVIA SUnON P.O SOX 180, MOORARitN. VIC., AUSlRALIA . lel•phono, 95 t659 

Lir. P. Howson. ;:. H. R. 
Hcu~e of Repres~ntatives. 
CA!ffi:ERRA. A.C . ~ . 

::ear Sir , 

1~0 Collins Str~et, 
:,e1"'- rrne. 
31st Oct ober, 1967 

I have pl easure in enclosing here lith 
a not e de~cribing the •;Jerk being •.ndertaken on unidentified 
f1ying objects by the Univers ilj f Colorado under the 
auspices of the United States Air Force. 

tzy Organisation naintains that a 
sioilar Proj.:ct inaugurated in Australia with Commonwealth 
funds would be of assistance in helping to ~olve the great 
i ntern3tional probl em of the L7G ' s . 

Your assistance inlringing thit~ mat""er 
to t he a t tention of the Government will be .. reatly 
appr f'ciated. 

(.o.{~) 
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COMMONWEALTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION: 

12th floor 

THE COLORADO PROJECT: 

100 Collins Street 
Melbourne. 

U.S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U.F. O'S 

In October 1966 the United States Air Force announced that 
a sum of $300. 000 (subsequently increased to $500.000) would 
be made available to the University of Colorado to permit the 
establishment of a full time project to investigate the 
problem of the unidentified flying objects. 

Head of the Project is Dr . Edward U. Condon the University's 
Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding 
and more outspoken scientists. 

Besides Dr. Condon. the Project includes Mr. Robert J. Low. 
an Engineer. who is Project Co- ordinator: Dr. Michael 
Wertheimer. a psychologist; Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist. 
and Dr. Joseph Rush a physicist . 

Information received by C. A.P.I.O indicates that the specific 
assignments now being undertaken are the development of a 
sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by 
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams of 
field investigators; development of a special sighting 
(interrogation) form: preparing a manual or booklet, including 
background information on astronomy for public gu~dance in 
observing and reporting U. F . O's; giving serious consideration 
to an effort to deploy instruments for detection of U. F. O's 
and for gathering quantitative data. 

A major effort is being made to open up new sources of 
information among professional pilots and others who would 
be likely to see UFO's; also to re-open information sources 
which. for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force 
Project (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings. 

For one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largest 
automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine 
exactly what could cause failure of the electrical systems of 
automobiles. as is often reported as a result of the close 
approach of UFO•s. 

According to "Time" !'fagazine of 4th August 196?, the Project 
is now well under way and a computer-aided analysis of 2000 
sightings has commenced. In addition. three sightings 
supported by ample photographic or eye \'iitness evidence are 
receiving intensive examination. It is anticipated that the 
Project ' a report will be completed and published in September 
1968. 

One other Scientist who is closely associated wjth the 
Colorado Project is Dr. James E. McDonald. Professor of 
Meteorology at the University of Arizona. 
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Dr. McDonald recently appeared before the United Nations 
Outer Space Affairs Group and made the following statement 
on UFO's : -

l. There are strong indications of increased close approaches 
by UFO's here and abroad . 

2. It is not ~ossible to explain all the sightings as natural 
phenomena or as secret tests of highly advanced aerial 
or space v~hicles built on earth. 

3. In spite of official debunking, the verified evidence 
points to some unknown phenomenon about which all of us 
must quickly become better informed. 

4 . The most probable hypothesis is that the U:'O's are 
extra-terres rial probes capable of causing ~ 
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects. 

5. The importance of the problem to our world if UFO•s 
are actually extra ~e~restrial probes should quickly 
bring about international scientific co-operation to 
discover all possible information. 

The prestigious National Investigations Committee 
on Aerial Phenomena largest and most influential of the 
American ~TO Private research groups suos up the Colorado 
Pr oject as follows: -

"Clearly this is a new era of UFO research. Now 'that 
the validity of the Air Force explanations for UFO•s 

.. 

has been seriously ~uestioned and the doubts acted upon, 
it is time for a re-orientation of efforts. We have long 
been awa;re of the undue influence on public opinion 
(including scientists) that official pronouncements 
r~ve had, delaying an open study and misleading those 
who could bring a resolution to the probleo. All 
indications are that the investigators fully intend to 
have a thorough look at the facts. 
If this is done, we are confident that scepticism will 
end" . 

• ••••••••••• ' •• 0 • 
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l_ 

Vlotorl.a &ar •a, 
'> 1 bourne. s.o. 

2 6 APR 1967 

1 refer to JOUI' letter of 6th Mq, 1967 About tt. poeaS.bilit.J 
of Mkillc taM• llft1lable far upeo1al.UI4 l'e8081"0h ibto \lftld•nUtt.4 
t171ae ob~'M· 

I aa PIN tlat ~ OD!tltd States Covernoont lwt G!14o a GUll 
of flltllllle1 ....Uable w tho Urdwrrdv of Colora4o for tbt purpoae of a 
olNIJ' !afta\ScatlGD SA\o uat.aaatifted fi11Jts olt3eOM• 1 would think 
u..t SD 4aa oouna t.M naulu or th1a n•aroh 11'111 be mae aYailnble 
DOt oal,r tot» tatlte4 states ~t but abo to ot.bcr uooolatecl 
u4 Satuenel orpllizo.Uou ill otblr oocmtt'See. 

Aa JOU alnadJ' ~. the ~ :beU.e~ thAt the ri£bt 
aatbcrrltJ to S...nScate UD1c1ectlfted f1¥1aa objeote 1D Australla 18 tho 
loJal A.tnlba All' Foroeo !'be CoyerDMQ\ la so.tictied that 01l1" maUoul 
Satuena U"8 adeq~~&teq 8U"Wt b.J 'UI!a ~to 'rho RoAo.AoPo ...U 
~q~pnpnate aolaUtlo a4'doe whea nquiftd aDd wUl, or oouree, lie 1D 
OOMUltaUoa wi~ the tes.tecl Stntea Ail' Foroo an tb1o put1cular lsa\111! lf 
tbt .... an. •• 

1 4o not beU.eft, '\harefon, that tbon 1IJ eey neod at tbl 
pre ... t tS.. tor a apeclal grCDt tor Naoat'Cb to eaotber cemc.r auob u 
the Cowawalth Solentlfio a W~W Reoeuoh Orc.nlcation or a 
lllllWHitJo 

You 11111 be Udlll'04t ~. tbat tba tcpart:lont ot Air will 
ooattm. to oo-operaw w1 th JOur orp.nlsaUon to tho tulloct extent 
~S.l»le. 

.... c. Cuttco, 
aa.oz.U"J tleoN\OZ7t 
C-ll th Allrial Pbeno::1o 

lawni«aUoo Or£t~Di£Gt1cm, 
P.o. Bos 18o, 
!OOBAR!!· m. 

~ . 
)c.f /-f . 
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Parliament Hou.oe, 
CanberTa, A.C. T. 

I nter to 1f1Ur letter or 6th J.brch, 1967 abollt 
unidentified ~ objeots. 

'!'he r.oyal .&uetmli.an Air Force is conoemed with the 
investi.t;ation ot re~s of wdd.ent1£1Gd .t'lJinc objects trom the 
aspeot or the air 4e£enoe or Auatmlla. In the absence or 8ZJY 
evidance o£ a threat to air defence, the RAAF coUld not justit;r 
t!le we of reesarch into aM aciontific lllllB.lyeis ot reports or 
tm>e which you. contcpl ate. It was p:rcbabl:r tor ei.mil.ar reaaona 
t b&t an ~t bod,:r baa been obar.GQd r.ith the reSl'onaib111tT 
t or this i;nle of iznoeetisati<m in the t'nited States. 

!be Go-nnmant ia aware or the steps ~ in .&ael:l.ea 
d will• I am 811......,, cake p:rcvision tor oimilar reoe!U.'Ob end 
analysia ehculd 1 t consider such a.ction necessary. 

L!ra. s. ~tton, 
Hcr.o:au::,· Sel:retc.z;y, 

Peter Eonc:n 

CCXCIOn.na.l.tll .&.erial PbenCJNI!Il& InveaU aaticm 
O::c"..ni :r.at ion, 

P. O. Box 180, 
!lDC::A::rnm, VIC. 

L. 
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FROlv1 f-IERALD READERS 

/r]t;:f.J'> 
i -l-&1/lll<-.i> 

In reply to :revor Skinner's lc•ter ( Herald, 
1-4-67), rcferrrns to my l;:l:er on unidentified 
flying o.biccts I 28-3-671 , I wish to point out 
th.1t I d1d not usc ~he term "flying saucer" nor 
was ~he heading my invent, 

I . The tcnn "il}lr g saucer" was. in fact, 
comerl by the U.S. Press after the Ken11f'lh 
Arnold s1ghti 1S in 1947 and It has been 
cons1stcnt1y .uscct l>y world·\Vidc Press ,vet· 
Since. 

• 

_, 
Ral ph Di tter, a l>arbt•r. 
of Zauesnlle, Oh1o, 
U.S.A.. cllums lie 
pltotograp/zcd this U11-
zdcntlfir d fl•tmg object 
abol!e 111::1 house with. 
a polaroid camera. 

... 

• 
"--...J ·-·- ._ ... 

I~ 



PAPER MINUTE f2 
(\\ rite on this side only) 569/5/451 ( 12) 

c•~ ~··~----------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUBJECT: UFOs T • A STRALIA - C!PIO 

Exec 0 Air 

.:>s yr:JU are a 1are the R!_ F ' s prime conccu"n in the investigation 
of UFOs is to ascertain \lhethcr any report suggest3 a possible tr~eat to 
.,ustralia from the air. Provided e ca...'l retain thi3 prerogative we have r.o 
objection to the Goverr~cnt ving official ~ financial backing to some 
ort;a."lisation r.hich r.ould like to deh•e nore deeply into tb.e UFO q_ues'!;ion. 
Ho ever tr.i.s ::Y...rectorete obviously ca.Il!lot decide the Govc=e."lt 1 s po:icy on 
this =tter . 

~~ 
for DAFI 



DEPART!!ENT OF llR 

MINUTE PAPER 

Subject: ~10 

1. Folio 10 is referred for y9.11:r comments and?dvice so that a 
reply can be prepared .Pu ll W · •tnr .-0'~ . 

2 . \Vould you please give this matteor priority so that either a full 
or interim reply can be forwarded from CAS Branoh as soon as possible . 

3 . If you are unable to provide material for a full reply within 
7 days would you please return this file so that an interim reply can be 
prepared . 

1£/ 3 /.67 



c A p I 0 
COMMONWEALTH AERIA L PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 

tAtr.l,otirtg A.vstrotion U.F.O. Soclehet.., 
U~dtt tht di.J11.ngt.~.ithed P01ronogo of A.lr Mo,.kof Sir Gooroe J~.,, IC 8 E., C e.. D.F.C. 

p,...ldent PETER E. NORRIS, ll 8 Soo• tory, Mn. SYlVI-' SUTTON P.O. SOl( 180, MOOAA881N, VIC, -'USTV.ll-'• T•loohone t 9S 1659 

6th !-!arch 1967. 

De r Sir, 

As secretcr. o ... the abo e-:::tenti ned feder tion, I am writinz to you 
abain ••ith reference to unidentified flying objects . 

The t 19 ye rs , 1dth so mary >lell~uther..tic ted sighting ra orts 
and our o~ rspld a vance in the Space k~e technolo~y, hnve broujnt c basic 
chanc-e in the ..,en ral public ' s thlrJang . .Frolll disbelief and ridicule h~s 
come accer-t.anc:c that u.?U 1 e:dst but the nature of the henomenon io still I IU'O 

s eculati Ho~1c r , it is a t:.a t t er of vi te.l im ort..'Ulce to every living 
ptrson on this ls.n t . 

I \lOUld like to dr .. w your e.tter.tion to the recent ·ront of 300 ,COO 
( . 2..~7 ,857) which the U.S . Air Force ~"..ade to the :Jniversity of Colorado for 
the sole u_~ose of i~vesti~ating ~· sf 7his venture, to be run with 
con lete inde endence e.nd without milit.uy direction, is ln line \<ith the 
r eco endations made y Congress ~lier 1 t yenr . 

On 5th ~ ril 1966 the second session of the 89th Congressi nal He ring 
at asbington, U.S.A. dealt s ecifically with the subject of UFO ' s and wb.ilst 
it o conceded that the .ir Force m.d been dili ent in its UFO inve::tigations 
ins ofar as it o.ff cted national security, the Air Force sc:ent· fie A viso!7 o:1rd 
~ con=e ded thct nn inde en ent body be set U? for cere specl~zed inv sti~ tions 
and ev .. luation, lJith strong e.;;~ basis en scientii:ic analysis . The ai'ore-::1e.ntioned 
300 ,000 n.nt a ecrs to be the result. 

I We in Austrelia \-tould like to see silrilar assi tanC'e given h"re to sot;e 
a~roved o: icial oro:an.i....atLn such c.s the c .s.:: .F.. .O. or :>E'rha sa University. 
\le have i on eood autt.ority that alre d:.J the University .,r Colorndo h&s a rroched 
.an Austrnlie.n scientist 1o1i t. a r que ,t for co-oprration and sug ,estions as to the 
\best matt o s for r search. It is obvious that large- sco.le \:ork cannot be 
P,c:Ueved without fina.ncial assis ... nee . 

The t:ll!:IC\rous private UFO rose rch grou s and societies throughout. the 
world do ster ling \lorl: with only limited r,.sourcPS of time and money. They 
co,.Ud give m. kria.l al"sis1.ancc to Govtrnment s. oneored p1·ojects by providing the 
thousands of \ratoldne eJcs and infor.nation from their respective nr :::: . I o doubt 
mD.ny privnte citizens unconnected \lith societies 11ould be willing to help, if 
they kn w there a Gov rrunsnt backing . 
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The lon ranee plan is for an Int.Er!'latiUlal Or c.nisation 'With the 
cutu.o.l benefits it coul confer. .llr J the Slry Scouts l o cnt w ich 
coo= need i Ja~ 1 s than t o years azo bcs develc ed into the Int rnationnl 
s· y Scouts . Th re re l"'o o le in otlur countries \1 o re thi ins along 
s · · l.ar lin s and lli th \1 oc ...:e ho. ·e e::-:dw.nged corresoondencc . 

T~dlnc ou i antici ation that you will give t~G ca ter your 
ser i us c I:S1deration and advise us on :; :.u- deliberations . 

Yours faithfully , 

(Lrs . ) Sylvie ::>u~.ton . 
Hon . Sec . 



c A p I 0 

l.r A. B. !.c:Farlane, 
s~cr,tary, 

Def-t . of A1:-, 
CA!:BEF.P.A. A.C .T. 

De:tr Sir, 

COMMONWEAlTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 
Under 1ho dbtlng\lkhed Potron.o~ of A1r Montl.ol $lr Goorg~~ Jon•t, K.8.E., C.8., D.F.C 

M.._ SYlVIA SUTION P.O. &OX~ IIOORABBIN, VIC., AUSTRALIA. 

180 
111t~,. I 95 16$9 

~-61 f-Ill~' I 
.,- :.) 

12th llovember 1%6 

Thank you for ~·our lett<>r of 2nd inst. and for tb" accompanying 
SYJ10psis of UFO sil;:htinr;s. 

The lPtter is bei~ duplicated to send to the affiliated societif'!S 
or C .. LP .I .0 . and we do appreciate your eo-operation . 

Again thanking you for your time and trouble, 

Yours faithfully, 

-!_ -f~ 
(Hrs . ) vylvia Sutton. 

Bon. "ec. 

I If ~ 
~-- 6 1 /f/ 4 ~ "! 

'~_gt~ 



UNID:::!TTIFI::D FL":'l:.lG OBJECrS - ..lli EV..,.LU.'l'!'IO .. - SED ON 
J.UST!l.ALL_c, MJ:&TIC..!r .;.:m B?I'!'ISH AIR FOr.cE .'· .noRTS 

...\. sllllll:iB.I'y of an address given by :!r B. G. Roberts, to the 
Ballarat A.stronoclical Society e.t ll...LL..;.:'i-. .'::', 

Februery 1965 

The Te.rm UFO end Some Objections to it 

1. Un£ortunately the tem "unidentified flying object" , or UFO for short , 
because of its widespread. ac.d indiscrioinate use is genera-lly regarded as just 
another word for "flying saucer". This is a rather ironic situation since the 
term wes originally introduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over­
come the tendency automatically and haphazardl.y to relegate all unidentified 
sightings to the category of "flying saucers" . 

2 . Even the term "unidentified flying object" is somel'rhat of a misnomer, 
and this probably is the underlying reason for its indiscriminate use , We 
believe it to be a misnomer on a n~ber of counts. Firstly many sightings are 
not of mate ial objects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to 
be material objects . Freak weather conditions, electrical storms and unusual 
light conditions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the 
observer is unused to them and the time of viewing is short . The eye is not 
alone in this respect. For instance Radar is far from infallible . Radar echoes 
from dense clouds end pockets of air are quite conmon and can give the erroneous 
impression that some material object has been detected. 

3. Secondly it is our experience that, except in sightings of aircraft the 
process of flying is rarely involved. Ua~ sightings are of the planets or of 
oeteors entering the earth's atmosphere, and, in one case, .1e received an excellent 
report !ron some 17 separate observers in the Central UORTHERN i'ER!UTORY of the 
re-entry of the Russian Satell.ite Cosmos II into the earth 's atcosphere. 

4· One r.rl.ght even go a stage further and challenge the word "unidentified" 
on the grounds that the classification is a purely tentative one, since inforoation 
not available to the observer generally provides an adequate identification of the 
sighting subsequently. It is our experience that oore than 9o% of all well reported 
s ightings can be identified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific­
ally, oainly because the obs13~-ver's report of t he sighting does not contain sufficient 
informetion to provide an identification, or in cases where it is considered that 
further investigation is unwarranted. An example of the 1a tter is illustrated by 
the case of a wonan who wrote in 1964, after reading a nei'Tspe.per report of a UFO 
sighting, to tell us of sounds she had heard one night more than t1velve months 
previously; she did not know what date it was she had heard the. noises and, as she 
was t oo frightened to get out of bed, she did not see vrhat was making the noise, 
Could the "object" oo identified? l~aturally it could not be. 

5. Although it is difficult to co~ up a name whioh adequately descrioos 
these sightings I think a more appropriate term than "unidentified flying objects" 
v:ould be "unidentified aerial sig."ltings" - the sightings being "unidentified" only 
Lnsofar as the observer is concerned. It could oo defined as an observaticn which 
remains unexplained to the vie'l7er at least long enough for him to report it . Although 
t~e ten:' ms,y still be inadequate in some reSJ>ects I think it removes some of the 
l!ll.sleading inferences which were apparent previously '17hen using the term "unidentified 
flybg object" • 

.\ssess_cent o..f_~rial Siehtin,."S 

6. The asseosoent of reports of unidentified aerial sightings in 
~lJST!I.A!..ll and the TER!liTORIES is the responsibility of the Depa1:trnent of Air at 
CLRBE~. There is no hidden implication in this allocation of r~sponsibility . 
The Departm~nt is s~~ply the moat appropriate authority for the task, which is 
performed to deterau.ne whethur or not a threat to the :;eouri ty of the nation 
is involved, 

2/ .. 



2. 

1· Much effort and time is devoted each year to the asaess!llent of aerial 
sig:1tings . Reports have been received f:ron ss far south as TAS!WH.\ and as 
far north as NF;:/ GUll~. I=edia.tely foll011i.ng a reJ'Ort the observer is 
usually contacted ani requested to conplete a detailed pro-formn covering all 
aspects of the sightins. If there is no iln!)ediate and obvious explanation for 
the sighting the observer t~ then be interviewed by a met:~ber of the ru.AF so 
that his creditability oey be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional 
information. The Department of Civil Aviation rn.ey then be contacted concern­
ing civil aircraft movements in the area, while military aircraft movements 
end \"leather balloon flights are also checked in case theJ- may have been 
reoponsible for the sighting. Satellites ere also responsible for a number 
of reports, basical~y because of public interest in satellites and the 
increasing number out into our skies . The oovements of satellites and 
satellite debris are checked through the Dopertnent of Supply, which tabulates 
data on all satellites, regat~ess of country of origin. Because of the 
s t eadi ly increasing S.'liO\Ult of traffic in cn.r skies, and in space .for that 
matter, (more than 500 pieces of satellite haJ.•dware are orbiting the eat·th 
at this minute), the task of jdenti fying aerjaJ. sightings is assuming substan­
t i al proportions . 

8 . F.eporting Procedure. 'l'he procedure to be adopted when reporting an 
unidentified aerial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest RA.AF base or, 
::tlte:rnativel y, to the nearest police station giving your name end address end 
&a much o.f the following in.fornation as you nay be able to recall :-

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

( f ) 

(g) 

(h) 

(j) 

(k) 

(1) 

(m) 
(n) 

~ete and precise time of the sightL~g; 

Length o.f ti:1e sighting under observation; 

Whe~e the sighting took place ; 

Position of the sig..l-ttin.g ,1hen first observed (e . ~. , overhead 
conll\g fro~ behind a hill, over trr hoTizon etc . ) ; 

\.bet rrae it that attracted y~ur ettention; (e . g . light , noise) ; 

~i~ the sighting appear to be a light or a solid object 1 

What vas its colour ; 

i'lhat was its apparent shape; 

If ~ore than one sighti~ was concurrentl y observed, how many 
were there and what was t heir fornation ; 

i7e.s any detail of the structure of the sighting observed ; 

Was any method of propulsi on obvious ; 

Was t here any sound (description, if any) ; and, 

Your estimate of the object ' s height , speed and direction of 
flight. 

9 . Non this last item is very important and I 7lould venture to sey that 
unless you have soce experience in estimating height and speed your impression 
of any object ' s height , speed and direction of flight could be completely 
erroneous . Why this is so becot~es clear ~vhen one realises that any estil::­
ation of speed requir~s that 01e have some idea of an object'~ height and this, 
in turn, requires that ·.ve have SO:!!e idea o.f the true size of the object. 

10. If a sighting appee=s as a light or is so far away th~t we cannot 
discern any detail about it othor than that it a.-ot:e~s to be an objcot, then 
~1c have nothing Ci,"Bin3t wh~ch to coopare its ;;iz~: Consequently an estirotion 
of its oize or M bproosion of its height and speed .:::rc likely to be in error. 
Far exe1:1ple, r.n -:.iroraft flyii1g overheed at 300 .cph st a h;)ight of 5, 000 ft. 

3/ .. 



3. 

could easily give an obs~rv~r tha err~ueous ~pression that he hed sighted 
en object flyinc et 3, 000 .o. p . h . , if he thought the.t t'le height r~as about 
50, 000 ft. Thi~tlvdown, less than one inch in diaccter, which are blown up 
to 100 ft or so by the rin.i during our s=r --:onths, can appea .. · e.e objucts 
flying very high at fc.ntastl.C speeds and capcble of the l:!ost ooazing ::-..:ut­
oeuvros, sinpl:f because their size is a oatter of conjecture at the time. 
Sioilsrly ~ aircraft flying directly a~ay froo the observer, particularly 
at night, could appear as a slody descending or hovering object. 

11. Since the size of the sightiilg, the direction of its flight lllld 
its distance from us i s nornally impossible to estimate accurately, it is 
better to m~e an estim~te of the sighting's initial angle of e levations 
above the horizon, the angle through which it subsequently may c.ppear to 
oove a11d tho time taken to d.o so. 

The I dentification of ~erial Sightings. 

12. Identified Sightings With the information available from the aerial 
sighting report, an attempt is nade to identify the sighting. In 9 out of 
10 well reported cases this is usually possible . By far the greatest n~ber 
of si3htings have been attributed to ast~nooicd phsnonena, such as falling 
n£.:teors or tho vie•.v of a particular planet (such as Venus, Jupiter or Mars) 
which oey have appeared unusual to the ol.>server. A1.rcraft are responsible 
for the next highest percentege of sightings, ~;bile e variety of other causes, 
such as rock~te of the firecrackers variety, weather balloons, satellite meterlal 
and so on, cocbine to fo= the re::~ain:ler . It is significant to note that 
records eho"N, both in 1963 ~d :..gain in 1964, th~.t the months during which the 
gr~a.test nu...,ber of aerial sightings 17ere ~·eyorted 71ere e.l'>o the months of 
greet~st oeteor activi~j. The oonths of July and August consistently bring in 
nore sightings than &l:;{ other r::mth of the yaa:r. 

13. Unil.mtified SiJlt:ings . The n~ber of sightin,ss v1bich cannot be 
identified fr~~ the L~fcr~tion available hes ~c~ned fairly consistently 
et around about two a y,;er, Indeed, (Jiven sufficient tir.le and effort, the 
nu..,b~r of unidentified sioati~s probably could be reducee further. One has 
to assess , hm7cver, whether the required additional tiCJ(: a11d effort ia 
w~.rronted. It is generally accepted that the:re is, and al1veys will be, a 
snall nu."'b·:!r of sightings (due to high alt-itude pheno!'.ena, l'Thich are stra.nse 
to the untrained eye) for which the availa'Jle infom..-.tion will never be 
su.:'ficient to enable an identification to be ue. e . In other 1vords it is 
just not pos~ible to achieve a 100% record of successful identification. The 
i:leal con be approached but not achieved, simply because the inaccuracies 
inherent in this type of 77ork nilitate against its achievement . So rnuuh far 
iilxperience in AUST:tALIA ; what o£ the experience of overseas Air Forces such 
a.a for instance the USAF. 

14· Experience in US.n.. Experience in the UNITED STATES runs parallel 
to Australian experience . The bmericans, however, handle many more r,eported 
sightinge, av~ragin.g from 400 to 600 eaeh yee.r . The analysis of all reported 
sightings in the OS.u. hes been the responsibility of the USAF ll.ir Technical 
Intelligence Centre since investigations started in 1947. Since that time 
they have investigated so~e 9,000 reports. 

15. In their effort to identify repor~ed aerial sighti~ the 
i.oericans use .Ulto~:~atic sorting and. conputing techni~ues, becauso thuse 
IJOthode provide the beat :Tey to handle such great a..':!ounts of de.to. The 
·;11'1. tten roports IJX9 reduce-d to Iltl puncb- ce.r.i ebstrocts by ceMS of logically 
tlcvolop<3d forma <.!ll<l stan·L'l.rdi..>e'i evaluation procedures . The uvaluc.tion of the 
reports, a c1~cic.l utep in tho prcparc.ti~n of the dc.ta for statistical treat­
ncnt,conaiats cf ~ ~ppr~sel of th2 reports, the subsequent claseificntion of 
tho sighting, with tho e::~ .. •hz.ais on cor:.pl~te o:mai~tcncy and objectivity. This 
c nei3tency nnJ objectivitJ can be naintained right through the anelyais $inoe 
the cooputer is a uachine antl not o can. 
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16. ;_ ty.,·icel bra:lkdorm of .dneric:;>.n i : cntifi.cc-.ti ... n, before ior roved 
reporting e.nd invastigating procedur~s r.e~:a introdnccd, ·.1::1uld hc.ve been :lS 

follo;·.'S :-

lstrono~cel phonoc~: 

iU:rcr:Ut: 

25" of total sightings 

20'% II 

Balloon~: lS% 

Other causvs (lights,birds,hoexes): 1.3% 
Ruports with insufficient infom­

ntion: 17% 

II 

II 

II 

Unidentified reports: 9% 11 

17. 
al.'G 

the 

Reports classified under the heading of 11insu.fficient irt:formation11 

those far which ~ essential piece of i.nfo~~tion is missing. For exanple 
omission of sighting time or location. 

lB. ,".fter the new pr<Jceci.ure h13.d bean in opers.tion far some 6 months, the 
percentage of sighting:; re:rlinins unidentified W:l.S reduced to one third of the 
previous fic:;ures . The figures for this :;:Jeriod. the.l became:-

.t.stronomical phenocena: 23% of total sightings 

.il.ircr'\ft: 21%- II 

Ballo;,ns: 26% " 
Other causes: 20% II 

Reports with insufficient infer:~-
o.tion 7% II 

Unidentifi'.11i raports: 3% II 

19. The effect of the nen- :::.-eporting and investiJf.ting procedures haS 
contL~uei to b~ ~.r~od, reducin6 the percentage of those unidentified to 1.6% 
~.ni , on one occ1sicn, t~ -~ low as 0.7%. The ~ericans , in feet, believe the 
percento.ge can be re:luced even further. 

20. Elcperiencc in U't~ . In the UliTTED ICC·;GDQl; a. some~th.:!.t si.oilar picture 
presents itself . Th~re , all reports of unidentified 3erial sightings arc 
proce:>sed thr"ugh Defence iii.nistry Air Intelli5ence, ?l'ld an average of 9 out of 
10 sightinca have b<;Jcn identified. Astr onomical phen01..1enr. and aircraft a.xa 
once ~in the ~~in ru. sons for sightings . The Defence ~nist:cy is confident 
th~t ·nith more reliable info~~etion a. d improved reporting procedures , the nuober 
unidentified could be substm1tially reduced. The Ministry shares the opinion 
vd.th the lll'!Gricans thnt tile iapossibility of devoting more time and money is the 
cain factor preventing the achievement of a rational identification for every 
report. 

Conclusions 

21. I w"uld like to repeat the oain po:il1ta I have nade as I think 
they aro icportont. Rcport'-1 of unidentifkd eeria.l s i ghtinga have boJen 
a3Scsscd by th.a D ... 1,:..rtl':lent of llr far the past ten yee.s:s or so . Nonrly all 
of these sightines heve bGen ilontified as eit~r ~trononical phon?~ona, 
tircraft, firew:Jri:a, balloc.ns or s~tellite oe..ta~ial :::e-an~ering the earth's 
abcsphcre. "str.:.n?::rl.c'll p't-.enoi.lelm. is res nnsibl c for the srea t ast nUJJbor of 
sightinss o.ni it ia aicnific=t thet th(ll'e is !1 r.otic~ablc relationship betwe.m 
tho tioo of yoar when the t.-roctest nuober of si.;;'•tings arc reported an-1 the til:lll 
when tho gr •{'.t at oeteor ~ctivity is ex.tJcrience.f. There tends t :~ be an inorc:l.S~ c.f 
r.::pc.rto~ sichtings each ;;or:o.r c;..'OUn<' ab~ut the cain r.:cteor strca;~ dates, which 
it is hl.U:'l t o bcli..,ve ie purely c 'incii.mtal, anu oonverlloly the ro a.r.a few 
reports during the p1:incipel b""'!?S bctw.::Wl dates of nc teor o.ctivity. 
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22. Botb in tho UK and US.lJ., en ;.l lses vf reported sightings have 
resulted in s i rula.r conclusions t o our o1vn . In the UlUTED STl.TES , -.vberc some 
9 , 000 sig'1tings have b.;;on investi gated ...war the I>ast 16 yecrs , scientific 
methods of data reduction h~ve consistently demonstrated that there arc no 
sianificant similarities between sigbti~~ which havo not been i dentified. In 
fact improved reporting 'Inn evaluating procedUl:es have markedly redUced the 
number of sight ings fo.llin.:; into the "unidentified" C(ltcgory. Only the 
impossibility of IJrovi ling an intensive effort :md imoense expense prohibits 
the expectntion of a complete reduction of si~1tings, whioh currently remain 
unHenti£ie::l !!lid l'lhich now sknds at around 2-3%. 

2). The nucbcr "Jf unidentified sightings cnch ~ar in aUSTRALIA does 
not warrant such great effort or expense. Only wlwre there is evidence that 
a threat to tho security of the nation is involved (e. g. the possibility of 
foreign aircraft infringin& our air space) would this attitude be reversed. 
The Department of air believes that there ;:llways will be aerial sightings of 
high altitude phenomena which are strange to the untrained eye and that of 
th~se so~e will n6t be identified. 

25 Oct; 66 
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569/5/451 

.llet!r Yra Sutton, ~ 
. 6 2Nov w 

Tho Liinister !~ lul.a a.skod ce to nolalowled8e receipt 
o! yoar letter of 21st Oetober , 1966, and to !'orwnrd to ;you a copy 
o! the synopsis of UFO sightJ.nBs nhieh you requested. 

I attach a copy or the synopsis, which includes a brief 
assesscent of the probe.bl.e cause of the reported sightin.!D. 

1fra Sylvia Sutton, 
Bon. Secretaey, 
CbiiCIOmreal th AeriAl Phenol.lel:la 
Irmtst~tion Crgani.sa'tion, 

P. O. llox 180, 
!.tHliU.mlm, VIC. 

Yours i'aith!ully, 



Date of 
Sighting 

23 Jan 60 

1 Feb 60 

26 Mar 60 

13 Jun 60 

26 Jun 60 

18 Aug 60 

2 Oct 60 

t, Oct 60 

13 Oct 60 

25 Oct 60 

15 Oct 60 

18 Oct 60 

27 Oct 60 

27 Oct 60 

15 Nov 60 

27 Nov 60 

29 nov 60 

smrt.RY OF UJHDENTll'IED aERL\L SIGETINGS REPORTED TO DEPARTMENT 
OF liiR, Ct""U!ERRA, ACT, FROM 1960 

Brief Description of aerial Sighting 

Twin Yellow Lights over Launceston, Tasmania. 
Elevation 200 - 30° 

Bright object emitting flashes, moving W to E over 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

Spherical, silverJ object, elevation 80° - 65°, over 
Canberra, ACT. 

Flashing red light and fixed whi te light over 
~~elore, Victoria. 

Explosion of li@lt with spark showers, elevation 40° 
en route Melboun1e, Victoria, to Launceston, Tasmania 

Bright flashing object travelling E to W, 160 miles 
N of Mullewa, WJ.. . 

Crescent shaped object, horns lighted, 5° above 
southern horizon, Launceston, Tasmania. 

"5 flying saucers and a !!!other ship" cigar shapE:d, 
4 veL•ticcl bands, over Cressy, Tasmania. 

White light, angle of elevation 45°, Mackunda Do'ITnS , 
Queensland . 
~owns, Queensland. 

UAS traversing sky, ;·: to E over Launceston, Tasmania 

Sl01v ooving cigar- shaped object simile.r to aircraft -
bright orange rear portion, rest dull grey. 

M¥sterious explosions, Cressy Area, Longford, Tasmania -
orange coloured ball hovering in sky, also described 
as cigar-shaped. 

Orange/blue/red round object, trailing cloud of sparks, 
exploded at Poatina, Tasmania. 

Orange translu::~cent ball, approx 70 ft in di&~eter 
at altitude 35,000 ft heading 1400 at high speed. 

Light in sky over Poatir.a/Cressy, Tascania 

Point ~f blue/green/red light, just above horizon, 
rising slowly overTr~vallyn, Tasoania. 

Possible 
Cause 

Refraction 
of light 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

Aircraft 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

.astronomical 

:.Stronomical 

l.stronomical 
d.stronomical 

Met balloon 
with light 
attached. 

Probably TA.t\ 
aircraft 
Viscount 
VH-TVG 

Astronomical. 

Astronomical 

.\stronomical 

,\stronomical 

!.stronolllical 

The foregoing suomary or info:rnation prepared in the public interest, .includes the final 
assessment of each sighting reached by Department of Air, CillfBERRA, and it is 
regretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject . 
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Date of 
Sighting 

7 Dec 60 

2. 

Brief Description of aerial Sighting 

Silver,y, disc- shaped formation of 30/40 objects over 
Launceston, Tasr.lal'ria, flying southwards. 

21 Dec 60 24 grey/blue objects, moving southwards over Great Lakes, 
Tasmania. 

25 Dec 60 Star like object, 20 minutes to pass overt sky over 
Campbell Town, Tasmania, west to east . 

5 Jan 61 

Early 
Jan 61 

Bright light in sky, Oatlands, Tasmania 

Bright, white sphere, 45° from vertical , over Campbell 
TOI'm, Tasmania. 

lS Jan 61 Apparently controlled light, no sound, several sightings 
around Kerang, Victoria. 

12 Mar 61 Bright light, .nth tail of orange sparks over Indooroopilly 

Possible 
Cause 

Flight of 
pigeons 

Re. -recti on of 
light 

Satellite 

J.stronolllical 

hstronolllical 

Astronomical 

Queensland, from N to S. Astronomical 

9 ~pr 61 Flashes of light west of Beaconsfield, Victoria, similar 
to lightning. Astronomical 

23 May 61 Large object like a meteor - position 32305 15240E 
object broken up. 

25 lJa¥ 61 Dull silvery thermometer-shaped object - Devonport, 
TasBania - seen through binoculars . 

5 Jun 61 Conical shaped object falling to earth - Darwin, NT. 

7 Jun 61 Oval shaped, red- glowing object , Cairns , Queensland , 
photographed through 4 in telescope 

31 Jul 61 Long white glowing object, flacino tail buzzed train 
on railway, 285 miles south of Darwin, NT 

8 Aug 61 12 objects flying high, in pairs, dropping white 
substance - Meekatharra, w:.. . 

24 aug 61 Red light, elevation 3. 5° at Hobert airport . 

Nov/Dec 61 Golden sphere wit~ silver protuberances on either side -
l1ke motor ~ature, mov1ng and rising investerly 
direction, Koorda, .r .... 

28 Dec 61 Sph~ricel object, e.itting flashes of green and oxange 
light - sl~ moving - Oollaroy, NS~. 

16 Jan 62 Fiery, rocket- like object across Caulfield, Vic . 

23 Jan 62 G,reen fading to yellow object over Ea.st Sele, Vic 

Astronomical 

.nircraft 

Astronomical 

Temperature 
inversion, 
sighting of 
an aircraft . 

Astronomical 

Probably 
migrating 

"balloon 
spiders" 

Astronoclical 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

J.stronotrical 

Probably 
private 
aircraft. 

The forcg:>inB' BUL.."'lary of infornRtion prepared in the public interest, includes tho 
final assessment of oach sighting reached by Departnent of .i.ir, C1JHL:."'R.R.., end it is 
r~tJrettod thut n fUrther correspondencccan be undertaken on this subject. 



De.te of 
Sighting 

30 Jan 62 

25 Jan 62 ~ 
2 Feb 62 
13 Feb 62 

3 Mar 62 

11 V.ar 62 

13 Apr 62 

5 May 62 

5 Mey 62 

1 Mey 62 

25 May 62 

25 Jun 62 

22/23 :.ug 62 

16 Aug 62 

31 Aug 62 

lug 62 

aug 62 

23 Sep 62 

13 Oct 62 

30 Oct 62 

3 Nov 62 

e :lee 

17 Dec 62 

3-

Brief Dcscript~on of 1erial Sighting 

White sphericel object, Manly, NSW 

Bright whil:e, planat- like ob,ject, sometimes orEll'lge and 
occasionally zig-zagging or changing direction, 
Fremam;le, 71A. 

Vlbite spherical object ·.vith metal lustre, Manly, NSW 

Star-like obJ~ct, 75% elevation to SS";/ of Flinders 
Island, Tas~~ia 

3 objects, 2 with firey trails, m~ving from w~ 
direction over Tennant Creek, NT. 

7fuite object, zig- zagging, Radcliffe, '.1A. 

Contrail and metallic glint preceding contrail, 
over Richmond, NSi7 

Dark glint~ object leaving 4 condensation trails -
cl:il!lbin$ 'rertically over Holbrook, Victoria 

Light, travelling across sky, stops , changes course 
and gradually disappears , Lucinda Point , Queensland . 

Glowing red object, great size and speed at Kurrajong, 
NS\7. 

Silver-coloured ob.jcct over Yass, NSW 

Star-like object, red/green/blue - slowly moving 
up/down/ri~t/le!t over Kimberley, Tasmania. 

Bright star-like object moving across sky over 
Denuark, WJ... . 

Starlike object , stationary in sky over Cressy, Tasmania 

~oving, star- like object Launceston, Tascania. 

Bright cluster of lights moving from S to U - Aircraft 
en route Christchurch, NZ, to Sydney, ~rsw. 

Aircraft like object high ov.er sky, leaving yellowish 
trail. - Canberra, ACT. 

Large object with red front emitting thick orange 
coloured exhaust - over Goulb=, NS'J 

Bright ~tallic glu1ting needle shaped object flying 
in s~raight-vertical path over Cressy, Tasoania. 

Yellow, star-like object fl'Orn S to ll in straight path, 
over Cressy, T~snania. 

Cyl:i.ndrical objuct , with 2 vertical pro,jeotions 
travelling llNE/SSW over Norfolk Island. 

----------

Possible 
Cause 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

h.stronomical 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

J.ircraft 

.\J:rcraft 

;).stronomical 

iis tronomical 

..\stronomical 

Astronomical 

Aircraft 

astronomical 

... stronomical 

,Astronomical 

Aircraft 

Astronomical 

llrcrai't 

Probably 
Satellite 

Airors.ft 

Tho foregoing eucmary of Lnformation prepared in the public interest, includ~s the 
fi:1al (I.SSassrnent of each aieht 1ng r:!ached by Department of .\ir , ClJIJlERR.,, and it is 
regrotted that no furth~.!l.' oorr spondcnce csn be undertaken on this subject. 



-

4. 

Date of Brief Descriptio.;·n cf Aerial Sighting 
Sighting 

Jan 63 .lpparently spherical object, 1?hite vapour emitted. 
:.xoved dorm v31•ds in sk:; over Penna, Tasnania. 

15 Feb 63 ~rey, rotating object descending and then moving over 
to "Jest - gave off swishing soU.!'ld, :•loe Victoria. 

Feb 63 l~ito, spherical object , illuminated, in level flight 
over Mai tlend, NS'{f. 

27 Feb 63 ~vo bluish/green lights, oval in shape , oscillating in 
sky in tandem, Braybrook, Victoria. 

4 Apr 63 Two bright objects , star- like , side by s i de, stati onary, 
Tasmania. 

7 Apr 63 Long slender , silvery-white pencil- like object - soundless , 
Forster, NS\7 

19 1lay 63 Bright rcd/1~hite object, rising vertically, looked like 
bulldozer, Mt Gambier , SA. 

1 Jul 63 Explosion of light in s'Y..y over ~lbourne , Victoria. 

3 Jul 63 Bright greenish/blue lizht over Iron ilar..ge , (iueensland. 

19 Jul 63 Bright star-like object, red, stationary over Deloraine, 
Tas:::.ania. 

25 Jul 63 Light grey, circular object, nois.e like jet engine heard, 
hovering above Warragul, Victoria. 

8 Aug 63 Sho·;er of lights over Darwin area, NT, m3ltiug swishing noise 

20 Aug 63 Explosion in sky Turner Station/Ord River Station, SA. 
Silver spot or streak si~1ted before expl osi on. 

23 Oct 63 Tfuite starlike object , bulbous front and el ongated tail 
- Mt Dandanong area, Victoria 

19 Nov 63 Bright orange light, jet engine noise - from W to N111, 
Moorabin, Victoria. 

26 Nov 63 Pinkish/bruwn starlik~ object oscillating over Baaumaris, 
Victoria. Rotating in circular a.anner t owards south . 

24 Dec 63 Marks on negative of photo ta.lten at RA.U', Darwin . 

Possible 
Cause 

.~~.stronooical 

Tornado like 
meteorological 
manifestation 

Saiellite 

Refract ion of 
light . 

Refraction of 
light. 

Aircraft 

h9tronomical 

istronooical 

Astronocical 

Tornado 

Astronocical 

Re- entry of 
Cosmos 2. 

.lstl•onomicel 

il.stronomical 

Astronomical 

Sto.tic charge 
on photo 
pap.:~r during 
loading of 
carn~ra 

The for~ going s=ary of infc=a!ion preJ~ared in the public inteNst, includes the 
final as3essor.nt of each sichting reached by Depart:"Jent of Air , CANBERRA, and it is 
regr_tted that no furth~r correstondence can be undertaken on this subject. 



Date of 
Sighting 

23 Jan 64 

24 Feb 64 
2 Mar 64 
8 Mar 64 

22 ?.!ar 64 

9 May 64 

24 Jul 64 

1 ani 2 
!.ug 64 

12 Aug 64 

17 Aug 64 

2 Sep 64 

5· 

Brief DescriptJ.Jn of .'o.erial Sighting 

Seen at sea by crew of a vessel NE Point of Groote Eylandt , 
,:a. Large lights in watur, made compass go "Haywire ". 
Shadow in centre of lii;hts rotated clock1vise, casing lights 
to pulsate . 

Bright light like bushfire{ lla.lladon:i!a, WA, 
Eyre Highway (178 oile peg) . 

White, planet like object, bright light, Bridport , 
Tasoania. 

Cigar shaped, travelling s ideways, brown colour, at 
>tmidale, NSW 

Two moving lights, yellowish, Pascoe Vale, Victoria 
oscillating in sky. 

Formation of whitish objects over Longreach, Queensland. 

Bright beaded object, glowing tail over Onslow, Wu. 

Rocket like object, with ~~ndoi?S in side, yellow/orange , 
above ~ittenooo Gorgc,/~ersley Ranges, W~. 

:?hi.te light moving across sky over Kavieng, Papua and 
New Guinea - like bright star. 

Bluish star like object, caving in circles over 
Launceston, Tasmania. 

Two silvery solid oval objects seen on flight Melbourne/ 
Canberra 

22 Sep 64 Object like exploding oeteori~e - lit up surface of sea, 
C=bridge Gulf, •lA. 

8 liov 64 Light at horizon, Lo1vhead Li~hthouse, Tast:ISl'lia. 

8 Nov 64 Long and narrow, reu/orsnge object - travelling fast 
over Point Sorrell, Victoria. 

4 Dec 64 Strip of scrub 600 yds wide, d· miles long subjected to 
extreme heat, Queensland. 

13 Jan 65 Apparent aerial objects, wi~h vapour trails, flying in 
formation over Tasnan Sea. 

17 Jan 65 Elongated light with tail- oscillating in sky over Trevallyn, 
TasClaltia. 

17 Jan 65 1'170 red lights and line of apparent cabin lit;hts -
stationary over Montone , Victoria. 

23 Feb 65~ Orange lights in sky over South Cottosloo, 1/A. 
30 l4c:r 65 
1 t.pr 65 

Possible 
Cause 

Unknown 

.i..stronooical 

Astronooical 

As tronomical 

Refraction of 
light . 

As tronor.ri.c nl 

t.stronooicel 

.-stronooical 

Satellite 

l.stronomical 

Refraction 
of light 

Astronooical 

....stronooical 

Astronomical 

.Bu.sh.fire 

..stronooical 

Astronooical 

Refraction of 
light 

Probably 
VampiN 
a.i1·craft 
froo RAAF 
Pearce. 

Th foregoing sunoary of inforoation prepared in the public interest , includes th~ 
fin!ll llBSOSSI'lcnt of c"'lch sighting r;Ja.ched by D<ili>=tccnt of :.ir, CAtl!mtRA, and it i:. 
r -r. tt l that nJ f\.1.,.t•, r c rr a pond once car. be undertaken on thio subj"ct. 



6. 

Date of Brief D~scription of ueria1 Sighting 
Si ghting 

19 '·!cr 65 Yello11 spherical object ;'lOved froc overhead to horizon 
in SE direction - Lakes Entrance, Victoria. 

19 1!a= 1=:5 Ora.n.le spherical object , ~·;est I'a.:·1ar, 'Easnania. 

21 Mar 65 Sphere with red d?ue on top; 3 illU!Jinated tails -
movine; Southwards ave1· !.ialvern, Victoria. 

22 1~ 65 Yellow steady li~1t froo spherical body oovcd about tho 
sky 

24 May 65 2 objects. one above the other, silvery, moved from 
SSW JVOr Geelon~ area, Victoria. 

21 apr 65 Dark grey/black aoorphous object over Pakenham East 
Victoria - moving erratically up and down 

5 ?.lay 65 Banana shaped, white/orange object over Mowbray, Tasmania 

5 l.lay 65 Green changing to orange t o green light over Youngtown, 
Tasmania 

13 May 65 Slightly elongated, brightly l it , broke into several 
pieces, over Griffith, mm. 

13 !icy 65 Greenish/yello'~ light travelling fast over Q).leanbeyan, 
Nffif 

25 May 65 Blue light eninating froc object coloured red - through 
to green - wavered in sky. 3c.inated light s.Uficient to 
illuninate beach - Sehulea ?apua and Hew Guinea 

3 Jun 65 Bright starlike object, increasing ia size, Bo1ven/ 
Proserpine area, ~eensland. 

13 Jun 65 Yellowish ball 11i th tail. Emitted brilli ant b1uish- 17hite 
flash on disappearing over horizon, Mudginberri Station 
NT. 

17 Jun 65 Bright object, ecittir~ red light directed t o earth 
P~ssed ovbr Sewataitai, Papua and New Guinea 

24 Jun 65 Star shaped object, yellowish/;vhite, moving over Young­
to~m, Tasmania. 

24 Jun 65 Saucer shape- cone top and r o;vs of lights across :front 
and along side - bluish white, red trail, Daunia Station, 
via Nebo, NT 

24 Jun 65 Bright light, oscilla.tin,;; from L to R - Bwaruada, 
Papua and He·:; Guinea 

29 Jun 65 Blue to gre~, cigar shaped object, red glow at r~ar 
Lindisfarno, Tasoania. 

!.9 Jun 65 llri;:;ht object with shQrt tail, ooving E to W over 
Louncaoton, Tasmania 

Possib-le 
cause. 

Astr.onor.U.:al 

;,s trononical 

Weather 
balloon 

Astronomical 

Refraction of 
Light 

Tornado 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

AstronoLlical 

Unknown 

Jl.strono:llcal 

;,s tronomical 

Astronomical 

Echo 2 
Satellite 

flstronor.~ical 

.~stronomical 

Astrono:::d.cal 

i<s tronomical 

Tho foregoing sun:::ar:f o f inforuJO.tl.un pr.::parc:i in the public interest , includ<}S tM 
final aascesn ... nt of onoh ai~ting rco.chod by Dopa.rtaent of ,\ir, Cf.NDEI<:ti.. , and it is 
regrattcl that n? further correspondence can be und~rtakan on this subJect . 



Date of 
Si e;hting 

29 Jun 65 

3 Jul 65 

5 Jul 65 

5 Jul 65 

12 ,Jul 65 

15 Jul 65 

15 J ul 65 

17 Jul 65~ 
18 Jul 65 
19 Jul 65 

22 Jul 65 

1 J\.ug 65 

3 b.IJ€ 65 

4 Aug 65 

24 Aug 65 

26 Aug 65 

26 hug 65 

14 Sop 65 

19 Sep 65 

15 Sep 65 

27 Sep 65 

1· 

Briuf ~~scription of "arial Sightin5 

Vivid light b_<~.a, circula.r shape_. travelling us, 
Longford, Tasoania. 

Loud hu~g, glowing object, yell0W/white light 
eninatln~ frvc object illuainated herd of cattle, 
Kii:lberly, Tas&~Mia. 

Bright white light, naar Elliot, Queenslanl 

Bright light over sea, Tewetewa, Papua and New Guinea 

Bright light oscill~ting from L to R, Bwaruada, Papua 
and New Guinea 

Br illiant Vthite light in s}:y at moon rise over Murella 
Park , NT 

;lhite spherical obji.'!Ct, Canberra, ACT 

Red glo·.nng cylindrical object, moving from L to R 
(oscillating) eoi t ting "iiesel- engine" sound , 
Nivani PlMtation, Samarai , Papua and New Guinea 

Bright lisl'Jt turning froc red, through white to green 
and red, Dalby, Queer.sland. 

Silver coloured object - Jisappeared with flash , 70 
niles west of Cook, SA 

Sauc~r shaped object ~ith bluish green glow at rio, 
f!:r..JY in colour , Vaucluse Beach, Sydney, NS\7. 

Bri~;ht e;reen/rcd/-:;hite ligit, 11oodstock, NS.i 

~Nv st~like objects over Frankston, Victoria 

3ilvary sphere with aerial on top, Orange, NS\f 

Red/oranee body , leaving trail of white, came from SW 
Lat 1048 south long 13315 East, 'Jestern australia 

Flashing light travelling NS, Goomalling, ':Ill. 

Spherical, starlike objects, Launceston, Tasmania 

Flashing rod, groon, ;,•hite, flying object, Ganawe, 
Papua and New Guinea 

Str.:cl; of li!Jlt, Dubbo, US'J 

I./hi te .>bject siehtacl west of Port :Obresby, Pspue lltld 
:kw Guinea. Moved 'o'lestwards, slo.~ed then sped north­
wards . 
Bright li!,'ht in sky 7!5;7 of Goroka, Papua and :lew Guinea. 
lntansity of light fluctuated. Later disappeared bul.:>•n 
horizon. 

Possible 
Causs 

Astronvcical 

Astronomical 

Satellite 

Satellite 

Astrono::lical 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

ustronor.lical 

AstronCJr.lical 

Tornado 

Astronor:dcal 

!lfet Balloons 

Met Balloon 

.Astronomical 

Astronomical 

Astronomical 

As tronor.lical 

hstrunol!lical 

Unknown 

Satellite 

Th0 f~roGQi~ ~unoary Cf infon~~ticn prepared in the public interoGt, includu3 the 
fin~l a:;scssxnt of !lch :.ighting re'l.ched by Dcpartr.-.ent of .\ir, c:o.NBERf~'... anJ it is 
rogr<lttcrl. that no further correspondence can be undertakn on this subjuct . 



Date of 
Sighting 

2 ~Tov 65 

27 rfc.v 65 

2 Dec 65 

a. 

Brief Description of .\.!rial Sighting 

Dull vertical narrov.- bea:J :?.Scer.di..1g f'roc sea offshore 
l~ll"la.":lc Point, P::>-pua ::md Uew Guinea 

/hi te, o.pparently triangular in shape, s-cati>mary in 
sky, unier noon, La.unceston, Tasnania. 

Bluish-through-t:- reddish light, larger than star, 20° 
above h?rizon. Disappeared below hor1zon after about 
10 minutes . Popondetta, NDrthern Te~itory. 

Possible 
Cause 

\:atcr spout 

,\stronorlica.l 

Satellite 

The foregoing summary of informetion prepared in the public interest, includes the 
fin. 1 assessment of each sighting reached by Department of Air, CANBERH.Il., and it is 
r egrc:tted that no further correspondence ce.n be undertaken on this subject. 



A p I 0 COMMONWEAlTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 
U!"'der tht dlJtingubhed Potroi'IOge_ of A1t Morthol ~t Gooroe Jon••· r..e.E.. C.l., tH.C::. 

r;;r 
Pft$klent 1 PE1l.R E. NORRIS. ll.8. S.cntorv A\tt., SYLVIA SUnON P.O. SOX .... , MOOAA!BIN, VIC._. AVSfR:AliA 

!lor Peter Howson, I .H.~., 
Hinister for Air, 
Par lle.oent HoU3e 1 

CA113ERLA . A.C.T. 

Dear !-!r Howson, 

21st October 1966 

Thank you fo::· your letter of 17th l;ay 4st. Thio was 
circularizoo to thl!l membE'r ~l'OlJ!'S of C .A .P. 1.0. but fnrther reference was 
made to it nt the recent C.A.P .I.O. Conference held in ·•delaide. 

It was noted that a synopsis of UFO sightines and a b-M ef 
assessment of same co ·ld be lllllde available and accordinely I have been 
instructed to request that. a co:-::1' be sent to us at your early convenience . 

Thankin~ you in antici~ation, 

! remain, 

Yours Sincerely, 

(Hrs . ) Sylvia Sutton . 
Ho . Sec. 

}
\ t.!o h.'~'"'' 
}i ETXR'l, 

c' For dra{t reply for 

\M.L~<-"u.J ~ u,-- -- -·--.,..... 
, 1 Private S. trt~ ~ 

wmsnm. t>Ol\~~: 2. 3 01:1 ,~oo 



·C A p I 0 COMMONWEALTH MRIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 
Undot the dUtlrtguhhed Po1ron~ of Atr Mol'lhol Sir Geo'rQ<e: Jon••• K.B.E.. C..B.~ O.F.C. 

I~ 
Prnldonr PElU E. NORAIS. Ll 8. ScocnlofY 1 Mn SYlVIA SUTION P 0 80)( <08, MOORABBIN, VIC,. AUSTaALIA. 

Mr P~ter Ho1o1son, l. .H.R., 

Hinister for Air, 

Parliament House, Canberra . A.C.T . 

21st October 1966 

LIST OF C.A.P.I.O. OFFICE-BEARERS October 1966-67 

President 

Vice-Pres. 

Vice-PrAa . 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Mr Peter Norris, LLB. 

Nr Les Locke • 

Hrs. 1 .L. Roberts . 

Hrs. Sylvia Sutton. 

l1.r S .J . Czynski 

Signed : 

Melbourne , Victoria . 

P ·rth, ~~stern Australia. 

Brisbane , ~ueensland . 

Hoorabbin. Victoria. 

Ballarat . Victoria . 



Door 1!rs Sutton, 

~ 
Po.rlinmont ~ 
Gl'.nborrn, A. C • • 

1 7 MAY 1956 

Your letter or 23rd April raiuog n num)or of pointn to vhioh 1 
wo'J.ld like to rorcr £or the ~~moi'it or your o-,7-'lization. 

/1/J you S:lJ tile COl!ll:o:n :onl.th Government hlo t.~~cn eocivin~ :l.d. 
evaluatin rapo on oi_.htin29 or u.ni:l.onti ied r~ objects tor a 
nuotor or yoaro, no Ot.ve the ovorr.::~ontt> of tho Un.J. ted Kin:,\\oo nn.a. t o 
Unit d .. t t s or - :-i.e.;.. '.rho firo ~ poi.'\t I nould lil:e to r:u::o iJ th:.t.t: 
du.ri;IC t c o u c or tho inv eti::;:.lt ... o!l:l in these three o untri~ no 
Wom tio:n tm.o c0t10 to li!:;ht 11hioh bdice.tcs tho e:a:Jtcnco or oxtm­
ter t:r:W vchiol 5 , o .. ttut c c...-a c:in" obucr.rod b;r in fro.':! outllr 
epace. 

Your letter info.rJ thc.t the GovCX!Il:lcnt io cnxiOWl to keep 
ooret the Ill a or in.u1 i o into :re.o to or U. P. O. :J. 1 voul1 e tho 

first to o. ... -oe nth ou thAt ouch a. policy would 0 lik ly to o:.uno 
moun eratarulin a.;on the public, tmd. I th cf'on lustcm. to o.dvi c ,you 
that ouc!:l is not th cn.:~o at nll. :'lYon!! ~ 13 intorostod in ei_, tin~ 
ot' U. F. O.a C!l."\ o.J; ly t tho ;o,rtl:lCilt of .ir for ini'o~tion an thin 
a bj ot, and 1.n .,~lco::tc too. s_ynopsis or U •• • o. si:;htin_.. hie incltl os 
a vocy brici' t or t . ro~bl c.::uo or t o=t. "'L t =o , 
in ~8 to pll.JliC do::LJnd ro ir.fo. tJ.on ar. ll ;::1;ie-..1l.c.r U • . • 
si !'htin!;, oto.t .~a h.:.v b en ::!!!de on bch:!l!" or the ov :t:::I:>nt in the 
prc:s:s elli on tb io. tiormver I c noi er th; t too 111.0h publicity an 
U. P.O. repott o likely to c=o e -~ rn end. cv 1 lU'I:I in the 
cin13 o ~ho s or t public ~ are ot o well Wooed on 
thc!le ttors m ~rs or ou::: o ~mtian. 

ter o=on 



Subject: 

DEPARTMENT OF AIR 

MINUTE PAPER 
('IbU aide only 10 be written on) 

Her wi th a suggest d iTaf't r eply to th" 1<> ttRr on thi ubJrct 

at Folio 2A. 

Gp Cap t 
DAFI 

't 



)r Lw ltfl': ~ 

Pad.. a .... r 1/Mt 
I 

~ecr.,tary 

Co~onwealtn Aerial P~enomena 
Investigation Organ1~~tion \ r, .o. llox 43 

1~00RA~ 

..::.. .... J~, 

( CIA·U""' ;; (. ( 
I 

~ 
...V. Yo"r letter of 23rd J.pril raises & numbe:!" of pointsAwn:icn I 

would hke to refer ~ for the benefit of your organization. 

z As you say the Commonwealth C~vernment nas been receJ.vlng 

and ev:ll1.1ating reports on sigttings of unidentified f!ying obJects 

for a number of years, as have t~e Governments of the United Kingdom 

and tho United States of America . The first point I ~~uld .ik to 

make> J.S thdt during th<> co,.ll'Se of th~ investigations in thes~ thr• 

countries no information t. ... s come to light wbJ.ch indicatP.s th.o 

"XiStPnC!:' of extr&-terrestrial ''"'hic.>.es, or that W"' aro b"ing obsrrv~d 

by beings frow outer space • 

.,;:{. Your letter J.nfer.;; that the Government is .mxiou, to kr<>p 

secret tt result~ of J.nquiri~>S into reports of UE'Os . I .'IOuld b"' th" 

!'1rst to agree m. th you that such a policy would b" lik ly to caus'l 

m1sunierst::mdin among tile> pub:.ic, and I tterPi'ore hast n to advier> you 

tnet sue~ is not the c~se at all . .hnyone who 1s inter sted 1n Sightings 

of u70s can ,opl~ .o "u.e Department o"f: _tir for :=.nfor..ao.tion on this subJect, 
.l.; 

and i ... welcomo;~ to ~ iiJ!lopsis of :IFO sightings w!licn inCJ.udes a VPry 

brief a~sessment o~ tt. probab:e cause of tte report . Furtner.nore, in 

response to pubhc demand for in:Lormation on o particu:i.ar UN sighting, 

statements have been made on oehalf of t ne &overnment in the pre!;S unu on the 

radio . However I consider t~at too mo.tch publicity on UFO rPports I'IOuld 

be likely to cause concern and even alarm in the minds of those members 

of tbl? pubdc 71ho are not so well infonned on these matters as thf> members 

or your org-anization. 

A. l:y Government believes the appl!Opriate autoon ty to inveetJ.g:JtP. 

U?O's in .ustraha ib th" R&F and I assure yoq that scirontific advic" iS 

sought from appropriate authorities whenever n"c .. ssary. 

should b<> rE-assured tMt J.f and when an investigation rrov ls ny 

suspicious Clrcum.,tancos r.;lating to the origin of an "unid nbi'i d fl.)'lng 

ObJ ct" ;q Covemment ,f.ill immodiataly re ... ease thr facts to tb~> 'PUb~lC • 

./). Any requests for information by your ore,"2rlizatlon Hill b r"adil.y 

nand ... d by the ::X, artm,.nt of Air omd I again a& ur you tn<.t no facts 

v1Ll b" vnthheld. 

J.!y best ~shea to th,.. m<'mbers of your org&~ization w I sure 

mu t fin a aucb to lntert>FJt them 1n t ne study of a'lnal phenoa: n 

{ ll !/ ..... 



Dear r.trs sutton, 

Parliament Houoe, 
Canberra, ,,.c.or. 
26th April , 1966. 

I have r eceived your letter of 
23rd April 1966 on behalf or your ~sociation 
concerning unidentified flying obj ects in Australia . 

I 6hall write t o you again on thia 
~3ttcr in the ncar ru~. 

Mra Sylvi t utton, 
Secretory, 
C.A.P. I.O. , 
P. O. Box 43, 
OO~{BBin . VIC. 

~\ ~LeLt.-t..u 

"" /\..<.fL-1 ~ -;, ... {..., 

Yours einccre~ , 

(Sgd) PETER H~'VSON 

Pet er IIowoon 

'~--- · 



A p I 0 COMMONWEALTH AEI«Al PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 
Under 1M dlthrtgu~ P01ronoge of Air Mor~hof $1r Gtorvo Jonot, ~8.£.. C.8., O.F.C. 

P. .. ldonl PETE• £, NORRIS. U e s.<-retory s Mn SYLV'A .SUnON 

Mr Peter Howson, ~~ .H .R., 
The Honourable Minister f or Air, 
CANBERF:A. A.C . T. 

Dear Sir, 

P.O 80)( 43. fo\OOIIA&&'N VIC., AUSTRAliA. Tile- 1 9S 1659 

2.3rd April 1966 

My association is an amalgamation of Australian UFO research societies . 
I have been instructed by my members to place before you the f ol l owing comments 
pertaining to the subject of unident ified flying objects:--

1 . My association is aware that the Commonwealth Government bas for some 
time been receiving and evalueting information concerni ng the existence of 
unidentified flying objects , (UF0 1s) and believes that this f act, together with 
a detailed analysis of all sightings investigated , should be published, with the 
obj ect of removing the obstacle of public ignorance from this research. there 
is considerable misapprehension among the public at large concerning UFO is and 
a policy of secrecy can engender only further misapprehension . On the other 
hand a frank and open discussion of the subject would enlist the full co-operation 
of the Australian public . 

2. My association is convinced that much information is withheld by persons 
who have made sightings of UF0 1s but who decline to report their information 
for fear of ridicule . A favo.ra!:>le govel1llllent statement on UFO 1 s would therefore 
result in much valuable information on UF0 1 s being received from members of the 
public . 

3. As there is considerable evidence indicating that some UFO 1 s are manned, 
instructions should be given to defence forces and all police, not to commit 
unprovJked acts of hostility against UF0 1s . 

4 . There has been a marked increase in reports of UF0 1s during 1965 
(maintained in 1966) resulting in obvious need for further investigation into 
the UFO phenomenon. Since the RbAF is primarily concerned vith questions of 
defence , my association submits that responsibility for scientific investigation 
of UFO 1 s Should be vested in the CSIRO . Any project inaugurated by your govern-
ment along tbe lines indicated would receive the full support of my association. 

I 
Yours respectfull y , 

_j)-P 
J J ......_.~ 

(Mrs . ) Sylvia Su tton. 
Bon. Sec. 
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