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Tozu· letter T'o3tm:Jrkod !rOi} 161 1;)491 hC.3 been 
re(;e~p:1d and I ur.tP'lt to tror.1r you for cll'!ding ne tn/orr:.:tt 11 
concord:':r t!:a no':' t.,:r y:)!/. me'1tt aned •. It u;n i n~lle(t (lery 
t"IOU:lIt.J'~' Of you to reOi't t1;:l'C Get:: to ,tll'n or['~r:'::c;tL?1l • 

stncerolll /lour:;, 

• 

G r. R .• ~ 
John gdgar Hoover 

Director 

1:07E: Correspondent saw a small object tn the s1r1l near the 
end of the day wh~ch t~o1r varlous shapes and through glasse8 
appeared ljke a double bloom tratltng someth~ng below jt. 
She be}tlJes. it might be a flying dts1r. In utet? 0/ her nebulous 
information and as it.wa~ very possibly a weather bal1oo~ 
no ~~a~_~ion is deem.~d necessary. ; § g 
Wl! :mt;.'! :- I l " .';; 

- . ",.0 '~yF;f 
COMiI1UmGATlONS sEcniji~' .' frJ' ..... ~ ti-

MAILED 1'3'-"- I "~'" .,,,':',,':' .~ ~ ~ 
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Office 'Memorvtndum • UNITED S'f.'.-)ES GOVERNMENT 

TO : DI~CTor, FBI DATE: 5-17-49 

~ 'ye, RICHHOND /? 
)~ 

SUBJEct !Lynx:; DISCS SIr.HTED AT RADFORD, VIRGDIIA 
l:AY 12, 1949 

Ther" are enclosed 4.we- clippines concerning what has 
been described as a flying disc sighted at Radford, Virzinia on 

S l R. ~f, 

!lay 12, 1949. The D."reau-rr.a~;-deiirre to refer this to the J;epart.,..ent 
of the Air Force. This office has no infonr.ation other than that 
appearing in the news iten~ h~ich appear to cover the best infoTrr3tion 
available. The matter was not reported directly to this office ~,d, 
therefore, no investigation or inquiries are being r.~de and none of 
the individuals who aU"lgedly saw the thing have been interviewed. () 

F.LB;GTC 
Enclosures (2) 

EX-42 
" --1Jl" 

.". \ 

58 JUN 131949'''· 

RECORDtD - 7R 

tx·42 

1«" -,J,j//</. J 7 ~ ---~.(' J!]; x: 
31 MAY 2;')1949 
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These flying Discs 
Are af If Again, 
Virginians Report 

Zoundsl Here we go ilhain! Inter· 
r1anetory space-ship! Visitor from 
Mars? A new Russian rocket ship:' 
Air~oing submarine! Just take your 
choice, your guess is every bit 8S: 
good as the next qne according to: 
reporli: from "arious sections of Vir-! 
ginia and TE'nncssee on last night"sl 
strange phenomenon. I 

What it was, where it came from 
and where it was going, no one 
knows. but even Civil AeronautiCl 
.~dminjstration officials were puzzled 
and had no answer. 

I Whatever the thin, was, it re· 
semblf'd a long cigar, with a bright 
red nose and trailing smo.ke. Re

\ rorLs coinciding with that descrip· 
tion came from localities along an 
almost direct line through Tennessee 
And Vjrginia and seemed sufficient 
to convince even the most skeptical 
that what the callers said they bad 
seen",,'u no figment of imagination. 

The desc{iptions generally jn· 
ciicatpd the object came over the 
Eouthwest horizon and resembled a 
ttreak of fire. There seemed to be 
1'ed liShu or a powerful red Jllow in 
the nose of the object. Far. back at 
tbe tail there was fire and smoke. 
. The first report came from Roa
noke about 8 o'clock when J. S. 
Mays and W. F. Mullins. both of that 
city, said they noticed the objecL 

NIt looked like :II streak of fire." 
said Mays, "and appeared to be go
ing almost straight up aDd was' 
Itepping on it." . 

Suddenly. he said, it appeared to 
level off and head eastward, re
sembline: ·'a snake wiggling on 
'water." . 

Other reports followed from 
Kingsport. Tenn., Brist

I 
Pulaski, 

; Chr~. tiaflsburg and pain s west of 
Roa ke. I W liam C. Flanik. ch .f aircraft 
rom unicator. eM Preston 

I
Gle airport. said none or tile 
Lyn burg tower men bad lighted 
any unusual objects in the sky. 

~-r S·r., 

r 1JI - R1CY! "() JD 

~:,\: 1 41949 

-~ .. :'.,.l?-'-",-' ""..... -! ...... : ~-__ :---':'~~-"":'::"~-:" ~ ... ·~.~--'~r,.-r:.-'T.::-.--" ~.r< -':---... :-':; .... _i,.:--:-:---,_- ?--- - -~ ....... -
__ _ • . , . . - - . -r ...:'. --

/ 

... 



IN REPLY. ,!'LEASE Rl:FEft TO 

F1U: ______ _ ,,) 
D.cllcral illurcau of JnuclltigatUm 

Uniicll §tutcs Dcpurtnumt llf iJUlItice 

lJId Yo-u:See It? Well;Wllaf Was Ii? \ 
81 W!LLS CALDWELL 

The str:r.nce· object seen travel· 
',g ,"croll the huveJu just' after 
JOdown . last night has caused 
idespread speculation here - in 

'ddford as well u in other sec
.)ns of Southwestern V,irginia 
-:·1 Eastern Tennessee. 
Exactly: what the mysterious 
weIer was, no one' here s~ems 
know, and the number of con· 

,,,:~1O' reports have only added 
the confusion. . 
r~lS much Seems to be cet
n: the object appeared over 

('- Southwest horizion' shortly 
"'(ore' 8 p. m. and was moving 
-:tward. Also, it was black, ·tlt 

. least part of it was ... 
A RadfOrd man, living in the 

·Sl end section, asked that 'his 
ime not be U5ed, but gIve thUs 
'rsion: . 

·1 w.u worki~g' in the yard 
~en I glanced' up . and sa~' ii 

ni black thing flying acro..,,' 
1fo sky. 1t came from the diTec~ 
on of Pu1aski. It looked a 
"eat deal like a rounded. stick 

wood which' was· burning in 

front' The object wal trailed by Harvey S'tr~els, gave' this ver· ito ·be. traveling too ,lowly 1 

either vapor or ,moke and fadM. sian: ~ At the' first appe~rance it I that. > It appeared in th~ sou' 
from view when it seemed to be looked like I comet. I rec .. Il west and traveled toward I 
direcUy overhead," , HaIley's comet'and it resembled east. There- was a kind of r~ 

Mrs. Alfred Tolley, of 1702 that. There was, at first, a dish looking smoke about it," 
Seventh Street. west.. teported bright ~pot ahead 'of the stream Miss Dody Jones, 'of Harv 
her 12-year·old son, Albert. was of fire, but the trail 4idn'.t. look Street. reported watching 1 
playing next door and noticed so bright V?hen the object reac~- pttenomenom . with • group 
the object, She said her son had ed its zenith. children in the neighborho. 
been studying cornets in .school "It appeared to be moving slow- She saia it looked like "wha1 
and called her' attention to the ly at first and later very fast, think a comet would look Uk 
phenomenon, thinking that it was which indicates that it 'was quite "It was a red flare", she cc 
either a comet or a meteor. a distance away wh.en J "first tinued. "which was light on 1 

!The strange jooking oojecf!, saw it.; . The objeci seemed' to iro,ni it moved slcwiy in 
she said' "was long and black follow a 'straight path, ,however the Soulhwest and traveled wt 
wIth ~ light on the front end .. It it v~ered a little once - in sort seem£d to be straight up. 
seemed to follow the air route of an' arc - 'and 1hen straighted curved toward the east and t 
from the directon of Pulaski, out agin. I heard no noise:"., fire streales trailing it got loni 
later turning and headmg toward Mrs. James D. Heinline, of 60 as they began to fade out." 
"bl __ I __ "L. .__ ........ ___ ... ___ ~,_ .... I T __ '. ___ ,.. .. ___ .... ____ _ _ _ ...... ,... ____ '- __ • _ ........ '_' 

DJ5l:K.:'UUI"G._ ~neI"e WilS .. JJgn~ I JaCK-son .::o~reet., JVlonroe lerrace, .Lt. D. vrayoeilJ, 01 L.nnsuar 
on the front end and ,reat IO:lg said she and her husband watch- burg, a former Air Force pll 
streau of fire. We saw it for ec it with some neIghbors." estimated the' altitude of t 
about 10 minutes" I .. It look~d like a long black object at 8,000 feet. He ~c 

Miss Joe Stewart, of the Rad· cigar which was on fire~'9' she there was a light from the obJI 

!~~~ ~l.0!~~~ .. b!~~ogy depa~~~e~~t.. ~.:~~~~. "::~l.e~ h::.:~ ~!~~n:. ~~~~; I ~~ .. ~..1~~d over ~d a "ro~Tl 
""'\.1. DIIII:' iDAW ~1I11:' object .U\.I. .;:t- WIIH .. II uUISU~ 1101"11:' Ut::If'U • ~UUUJ.1 iDVUIlU, • 

surned it was the exhaust from motor, At tImes it looked like O~her reports have' been I 

an airplane .. She added that ,.he an airplane 'way, 'way off. 1 ceived from a, far West as KIOI 
was "in no way alarmed," thought at first it might be" a port, Tenn., and as far East 

Fred W. Hurt;' of Fourth· and comet or a meteor, but it seemed I Bedford. . _. 

.~ / 
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Remember Flying Saucers? 'vVeJ/ 
Looks Like Flying Seegars N,?w 

l"J;rin, saucen are passe. 
Now people in Bristol are ... m. "lone. ciear - shaped 0b

Ject" fiuhin,. acrosa the aIQ'. 
But Bristoll.ana were not the 

only cpectaton of the strana. 
eratt yesterday eveninc. 

The naming object wu reo 
JIQr\e4 aiglrted at Kingsport, 
Christi..,.burC and Roanoke 

. and three at Pulaski. 
Rex Rainey, 1805 Slate Street, 

reported that he AW a "whit-· 
lah. glistening mus, long and 
eyllndrlcal like • b~ cigar," 
tlylng from aut to west about 
7:15 yesterday. He said be 
lighted the "cigar" ~ vel'7 
npidly over Virginia Heighla 
and got out hia binoculara to 
look .t it. 

..... unidenliIied calI.. iD
formed the Herald Courier last 
night that sbe bad siahted 
IOmethin, that "looked like 
white smoke with a blue 1lama 
thaI traveled to the north and 

~
• .bout the SlIme time. .. It 

d- 't look like an airplane," 
- said, "ooly like white IIllOU 
J wu just a streak and almoot 
o t of sight it was 10 ~h.. 

..... other local woman reported 
that sbe bad seen a ·silver 
streak that looked like It .. u 
about 100 feet Jonatl flash 'croa 
tile ak:r sbortly alter seven 
o'clock. She estimated the speed 
at about 200 miles per hour. 

A lnHic COIllrolman at Tn. 
CiU.. Airport, who uked that 
hie name be withheld, said that 
tile strang. craft bad not been 

'seen at tile airport IIIthough 
tIley had had inqUIres CIa thot 
-clpr-streak. ... 

He Did he had checked with 
the Atlanta Air Roule traffic 
COIItroI center alter receiving I 
iDquiri .. but they reported no 

n
knoWledKe of ~ jet alrcraft ill 
thia vlclDity. 

He opeculated that the streaks 
me,. have been C'au~ b;y • jet
propelled plane or plan ... "The 
objects Were report ~ fiyinC at 
aD IIItilude of 30,000 feet,' he 

Pulutl ndio reported two ...... 
there. One about , p. m., and 
the other an hour Iat.... lie 
Aid that Pula$Iti IIIso bad .: pi
lot', report of the "streU" tn,,· 
eIing DOrtheut at ,.. llltilude of 
about 30,000 feet. 

Reporta OIl the "1lamlD, 0b
Ject" were nceived at Chris-- I 
tian.burr and Roanoke but air- . 
ports in those vicinities reported 
no information OIl the 1tn.DIe.: 
craft. . _, 

C .. .,/f>IEIi! 

'. 
Aid. -11 a jet plane were tly
log that high, it would he mov
in, 10 f ••• the vapor trail would 
he about all • fUOOO OIl the 
...... nd could see. - I FBI - I\IC'I:'::.!D 

1.'be euuttolman Aid that the , 

• 
"I. of!., • .. ~ ... -.,. 

ft.::: 1 7 :949 

I 
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P.en !.uts Obispo, CalUom1a 
:'ay 15, 1949 

~ , 
, i 
\...4-/ 
I ~. 

"falte,- l1inchell 
lTew York, New York 

~uSu: ~ 
j I ..3-

Under attached cover you will tind ehl~our item. 
Should you do no more than take ouM'LYIN' sAlICrn out, care
tully read the instructions, and tly it; I w1ll bave IlCCCIII
p118hed II port10n 01' my e~ectat10ns. 

For the paRt ttm weeks I have l1st"ned with more than an in
different attitude, to Y"ur vnri0us Sunday evening broedcasts 
and cornonts concern i!1p' 71y1nr f08.ucers. l"ron the start, much 
as mHny another individual who has tried to ~et ahead by his 
own initiative. I have v1llillllzed y/hllt the ri/dlt type 01' 
publicity 1'IOI1ld do tor my interests. 

':0 stnte my IlCtionll in any other mrumer, lIIOuld belittle your 
intelliRf)nce, and the 'IftI,,1aI 01' 1'orethoUf',ht and Sincerity in 
'1hich thill 111 submitted. 

, . 
'Your cOJTl8nt this evening, concerning the Gyroscopic Theories, 
spsrkolup.~ my Bctions. 

Aloup. ~ith the phil lie II 01' J!l.erchondillirlr: ment i">ned in the Iltt
sched articles, I IIhould like to mention thllt one troop 01' 
Dol" Scout!! in JOII Anr:eles are purchAlling and rnthusiestic
ally bcluite th8l"! 1'8 e mejor portion 01' their recreetion 
PrQQ;reJn. 

'Iv thAse tocts, it is epparent thAt our "urIN' S/,UC-:R 111 
. '7Orthy n1' every ettort ~Ie Dre shle to surnons in meking 1t 

" , ,JLo.. snoiCl1t¥J)mericen pastime 01' Yo-Yo proportiona. 
',- ~ p.<rt . 

--::""C1P~O \ Trustirlll th·.t ,.,., ere justified 01' your cODsidel'fltion 1'rCIII a 
, .... ' I.} ne1'1S1rorthy standpOint, I :remain , • \ i 

f"'-Il !.uis .. 

@// 
- .. \jjiJiH51S49 

-_ .. ,--- - -- - ---:. ,-----

/.2-
.. ~ 
~' 

.17 " 
t" I • 

I 
" 

- :- --



f , 
• 
'" • 
t 
• • 
! 
I • 
f -J 

-1 , 
t 

I 
I • • -;1 
t 
:'i , 
J 
! 
j 

• 
i 
~ • 
i • I 

i , , 
i • . . , , , 
· , 

« e t 

.0 

-'&ea,-III-Cbarce. 
J'ecleral lIv_ of IDT.8\l&aU-. 

"lan\.. a.oret.. 

Dear SUI 

. t D « d 

~. 0.( . .,: --
~·U ..., ~ 

ax 
h1G 

lIIIelo .. 4 Ie a carboa of a leU., "tIl .. UIlC 'ear ••• h of th ..... 

.nal alrcran .... Allar lIoa\coael7 • .uab&aa" Jwl:I M. 1H8 • • 'orl •• 00.

oera111C wI11cb •• ro earrle4 " D ... up.olic1"'iJIc Sa '\lanta. 

It .., Jl •• h. cw.ro1ch' " _OM 1a Uae olralalaUo ... I, '" 

tile Atluta JGU1IAl. 01' It .., !laY. ) .. ·alaN' UId • ___ 111' h zoe-

cuoUDC \JI1a Vpe 01 1af'o~dlo:a ...... tIIo1Icta it ... ,uu.be4. ... tllero-

h •• dIoacb I eUUlC!' 14.Ur, IVAU to UIe "laata JCIIUUl ,..11 .... 

01' .WI'. I _ to 7fte J ... wolb' b4opeza4oaU7 .. UIe pZ'oU. of MI'I&l 

aboU ... of vhlell I ".11_ \h1o .... 0Dlllll0. wlth an IV lata .iJIc 11-

not17 to offleW ... 4 _alI.n of 'ho ooCDr1\7 offtce '" UIe !\oIdo __ • 

eo-•• 100 • .u_. 1.\01110 '",Joe'. 100 • .u_ ........... to U&Il .... n '" 

tho Y.,. Doput .... Saclu41ac a. .. Il10 .. ~ .... PoIlriIlV ... I.ntT aa. 
_Nlor. 1\. 1M "'tollo ,_ ...... of ,Jat. V ... I.nv lldrlo\. 
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.ADd \hoU&h I haTe 

alr~ _d. reporh \0 XaJ. of Lo • .11uo. aD4 \0 General 

lfanq. I would appreciate the 1'I1ller newpaper .tort .. appearln« 11l \he t 7C. 
pre .. \here. 'fhanldUC 7011 kin417. I ... 

S1ncere17. 
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YlchU. Falb. Texas 

Aug. 5. 1948· 

On Ju17 25. 1948. I maUed • letter encl,alnc .:55 cente ill eoill 

I -

am4 an a11'118U .. If-addr .. sed snT.lop \0 7OlU' clrcal..Uon depart .. nt. ..ldB« 

for har she.te of the Atlant. JOW'lIal oonta1l1lnc the .torl .. OIl • ·.tran«e· 

or llIIflter1OUS· aircraft .. ell aear llontcoDe17. Al.b .... JulT 24, 1948, b7 ho 

pllots. Cep't O. 8. ChU •• and John B. Jlhitted. of the ••• t.rn All' Liu •• 

• clos.d 18 an additional .:55 cente. and IIDOther Its.11p8d B.lt-ad

dr •••• d .nTelop. Ylll 70Il ld.n417 I" that 70ur clrcul.tion depart_t coa

pll •• with thl •• lapl. requeltt 

I _aure 70U that WI lnhr .. t 111 the .bo ..... torle. 11 prollpte4 '117 

lntere.t ill the def.ns. of our COUllt17. and 70U are her.b7 chen WI tulle.t 

p.n18a1on to tum th1l leUer 1'e'l1"UD« ·the oopl •• of the .torle. oy.r to 

the nI, ahould 70U wish. 

!l'hankln« 70U Ye~ ldn417. I ". . . 

cc/Agent-la-Chart. 
J'edera1 Jureao of InTelt1catlon 
Atlanta. Ceorcla 

• 

8111O.re17. 

- - ... ----.--------------- ------- .-.-.~--'-:----
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'LlKEBIG F~OOR LAMP FLYING 'ALONG' - ~ 

Everybody's Seeing 'Things' I 
Whizzing Through Night Sky 
.,. CBAALES rou .....nt ill mid-aJr. o( a noOrlamP, and It ",.. tile 

, la that Thin, no mora Ihaa a .. A nash at ebe1'1"7 ted fire. [prettieR thiD, I eve' ..... It calM 
w_ard noor lamp? •. A meteor. D.d paSHd 10 quick-I Ill'" It 

Mrs. .Noah Atkinson, 01 Brook- Mn. AtkiDlOIl kept her Flr- ",,,,I bave been 500 mil .. aD hour 
.aven. saw il And wbat did. th.t ina Floorlamp secret three weeks. or taster,-
'J'hinllook like? B~t abe knew &he wasn't ReiD' Apd how about th. two air_ 

"A creat hie Door lamp, .u Ut thin,. ..,h ... she .. w the TblnI. line pilots, C. 5. Chiles and Jolla 
up. Ob. it wu beautilUl!" She and ber bllSbeDd. who also B. Whitted. nt AUanla? 

ADd C. M. Bowles. an ExpMi- saw 1t. kept mum. Tho storr Woll. they took ntl Iodu 
tiOil Willi, J)ainter ,who liv .. near roally aounded a litUe .lUr unlil armed with a urn .... ADd tho; 
~ MUnJopal alrport. S,:"nday th~ two IU' ~ne pilOts. saw \hell' hope to brinJ: back • 'picture of 
mlbt sa", a "huee. hrUlianU, ThinI pmbolio, and Iire-bceath- that Tbiu&. 
liIhlod object" _kine over At- ill, throulh air-line. aid.. earl;( 
lanla aid .. at ma:rbo 30,000 feet. Saturclu momiDe·' Beach Throngs Cane 1 
Mr'-.Bowl .. thiDJu; the.Thini,"" After that. Ih~_<!ocided he( tale. • r -

~ IIIraiCht mill ,M....,,,,.'.·,- ,t ~d be told:.'" ".-c I J 
',,, ." At 'Silver Cylinder' j'~ 

. . Two· aIr Une Jli1ou: first · ... er-e . My husband and t .·ere ~t-
.t&rtIed' by the newest astronomi- Un, aD. our tront porch the night ASBURY PARK. N. J .. July ~, 
cal -What-is-it" near Montc:omery o~ July 5, and at • Quarter to • (N).-Boa.rdwalk throllP. at. this 
earJy Saturda,.:To them, it was "a a clock we saw this Thi.nc, Our resort aty cra~~ their ,necks 
winll:l~ craft. spurtina name like tront porch doesn't have a ~ Monday at. I.ilver. cylinder
• Buck ROlen rocket ship. - Else- and we wen sUUn&, De.u the they reported fiymc blP over
wh.ere. all over the country that edge where we could lee good. bead. 
niDc w .. variousl, idonti1i~ u: "I uw it fint. It woo not hilb The, dOS<ribod it .. "Dr up 

1. AD aluminum covered bal- up-about 200 foot. I Ill.... but In the air," and like 0 blimp "onq 
Joan. ' it looked lilte it .a. rilht above blunt at both ends." 

2. A baU nt fin. the treetops. 'Look. there'. I Officiai5, reallin, Mfi7iDC sau-
I • - ... uaually briCht Jilht. rolled to _ husbeDd. and be cera," asked Fort Monmouth per-
4. A rod and bluo !lame that saw l~ too. nne! 10 ... if tho, coUld iclen~ 

, M kod __ ~~ tho top part It. .._ 

ATLANTA JO:JIillAL. 7/26/48 
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'Aying Floor ~amp/ .. 
Again Sighted Here' 
117 CHAIlLZS POU Ihe did _ ka ...... t ball of fire! 

That "fI¥in, noor lampN II at with a ...... t lon, purple tail on 
It .pill!" iL" -Tbat wu about 8:40 p. m. 

Aa . Illuminated cantaloupe -Blllla11 Streak ., Lleb'- ' 
An attendant at 'the naval air 

rolJed. over the city! ltation thought be wu wat~hi~, 
ADd • newspaperman AW "IJ'U' • falliDJ star. until it st.rteci 

ben. of fire! climbina and banked away from 
What', mo .... two Richmond Va AU.nIL To him. it looked like • 

IChoolteachers "7 the,. saw th; "'bJu.iab. strulr: of ll.JhL" 
ame "name-Kpurtinl" lit,. mon- And now about ~he n~wspaper-I 

: der which was spotted by Eastern man. John BatU~ CIt,. echtor' of the 

~
. Lin' M Au~st.a Chronicle. hun. up the 

es pilots near onta:~~. telePhone, .fter, • doun calls about I 
LIke Red 1'1_ Lam. weird ,olnp-cm in the AUlWita. 

-t saw H.ney· .... comet--and It skies. .,' . -.. ' . j 
nolhin, like what I saw Jut. HllIf ,,,1.-'-';" ,. , 

ni,ht.' deelared Mrs. W, R. Delk. - HI'A LLA3L'''Y HI 
", JJf Hemphill ave.. N. W. "'LJ 
Brealhle.uly. Mn;.. Delk cantlnued: ~ 

"The front end of il looked Iik.e I 
• Oyin, floor lamp-a fiery.red . 
noor lamp. Then it trailed aU in ' 
little SQuare sections. ' 

. "Oh. Halle,.', cornel was nolhinJ . 

llike that.-
And Mrs. Delk wo. joined b" at 

least 15 other Atlanlians wbo saW 
• Thine Which banked and rolled 
and breathed fire over the cit)" 
Monda" nichl' between • Po m. 
and 8:45 p. m, 

ID the downlown secUOD.,1 Mr. 
and Mrs. Richanf P. Sellers were 

\

mindinl their own business when 
• ·recIdiah~white ball or fire about 
the size of a cantaloupe with • 

I
tai1 on it"" darted over buildin,s. 

Mrs. A. C. Mi. bJ. uP'Carey Park, 
I has never seen • purple cow but 

. ... - ~ ... -- .. ~- .. ..... l". - .~.. .1 •.•• "'1 ~-;-.-....,..-- ...... -~ .... 
.... ..... ··v ~-.~.; ... ...!"' .... ;...~'\-..., ............ "' ...... ! . . ",.. . 

,. , 
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/Sky. Devil-Ship' Scares Pilots; 
Air, Ch-ief Wishes He- Had One 

Plane Makers 
Dubious About 
Alabama 'Thing' 

117 WILLlAM KEY 
What wu that ThiDJr that 

the da71i&h1l out of twa 
I Atlanlla EuIera AIr LIne pUob 

IPOOQ houn Satuntar 
Imon>inc? 

11 there IOIIMI Itratospherle Loc:h 

~~'Ei~~~,;~j~ N.. fi.re-breathiD, - em .t' IoIi.Ib w~ run betw .... ~At-
aDd- New OrleaDa?,J :.~~r~.., 

EA!t FLIERS DESCBmE WINGLESS AIRCRAFl' 
Copilo JoG Whitted ud c.pt. C. S, Chiles (right), 

A1'LUlTA Jcmuw. 

SUliDAY. 7/25/48 

The' pUoq;'Capl.:c. S. Chiles. 
of Atlanta. ... d Co-Pilot J. a l 
Whitted. of Hapeville. would llIo:.1 
to know. The Army Smtell. AIr I 

:ColllUlland would llIo:e to know. B\&, 
I airplane manufacturen abo are ~ 
I curious, but Ili&hU,. dubious. "I I Pilol1 Chiles and Whitted told 
i their thri1linIr story upon aniv
lint at municipal airport here Sat-
I urda,. on the Houstou ... AUanta. 
I Bootoa nuL Here ta what they 
say they lAW. aear ){oa\&omery: 

I A &ifaall. plaDe without wiop, 
black a,ainst the Diut lb. 
streakin" throulh the heavens at 
5,000 feet altitude with • fiery 
comet'. tail 2$ to 50 feet iD 
length. It had • l00-~oot fuselAP, 
about four times the circumter .. 
..... of • 8-lS' .. and two ro ... 
of hrilliantly 1l&hte4 oquare 
windows. Creepiest of aD. it 'IVa I 
• veritable jllipr...,Dutchman' of 
::,. ~ N:rj a llviD& soul ..... J 
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ConUDDOPS L'.... - I 
The pUalo admitted they had 

,oose pimpl .. riding plck-a-badt 
on loose pimples. What'. more, 
the-7 aaid one of their 20 passen,en-C. L. McK.lvie. of CaIUIII-' 
bus. Ohi~wu awake and __ 
the same thIn&. 

, Reporters nailed Mr. McKelvie 
at Kennett Square, Pa. How about) 
it, the,. asked him-had he SHD' 
what the AUanta pUoIo aai4 lie 

·AW! -
Well. now, said Mr. McXelvie

not exactly. He said he I&W -ao 
.,orm 01 ahip· whatever. He saw • 
-continuous li&ht _peed put~ bla 
window • 

• Bul.~ added Mr. Mdt., 'Till' 
not vtr7 well verSed in aeronau-I' 
tica. and cert.a1Dl,. I wasn't 1001<
In& fa< 'aD7 Budt Ro,en apaca: 
abip.- .",. , 

Out at Santa Monica, eal., the' 
famOWl C.... Geor,e C. Kenney, 
chief of the Strat.1ie Air Com
mand, W3S bearded In his dO. 
HiI ey" twiuk\ed. No, be said, 
c:autioual7, It wam't on. of hia 
plan... The ArmY u yet ham't 
,ot ~DI lite \he Thint: .... 
qverJ4onlj[~mery. " .. , ' " 

l'i..t.·'''''''N'- ~"-~ .. : -; , 
".?";;i~i.i"~~ dj4.~~ On -.; ,"i 

said 'WLlUully. "1 lure 'W'o~·;::1 
liked to .. e that Thin,." 

So Aid William M. Allen. Ples .. 
Iden! of the Boein, AirCnlt eo.. 
up at Seattle. :I'm pretty ..... 
It wun't one at our plaUI.. aai4 
Mr. AlJeD. moclestQ'· 

,\!mOlt Identical statements is
sued b,. the Arm" Air Fo..... at 
WuhinClDn and \he United States 
Weather Bureau at Manq:omery 
-.led 10 U>«>W some \ilbt ... 
thiJ tantas7. Both IOIttceI -,ested that, the AUanta pilots had. 
flown past an air radar weather 
obserVation balloon. Th_ \hiDII. 
the,. explained, are 10 leet in 
diameter and have IIIU."" tinfnU 
_ .. {utened to them. 'hie box" 
renee\ licht and "pve atrana· 
Wuslo"'" ~ they twist and turn. 
Maxwell :field &aid they aen4 'em 
up at aix-hour intervall. 

ADcI Maxwell Fie!!!J" at Kat-, 
aomery. • 

- ' , 
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Do YOU HAVE spots before your eyes? Do vari<olored 
disa lIulter and sail in tbe air in f root of you? Do you 
see Oying saucers in the sIdes? 

If you do, don't call the doctor nor jump on tbe wagon. 
And don't worry. Other persons are seeing Aying sauccn 
too-sccing them lIy throuj!h tbe air-and secing them 
on the sales counters of tbe stores. You can evco pick 
them up and fecI them, and, preferably, buy them to play 
~& . 

It all stuted many years ago-long before the recent 
Surry of lIying saucers--whco a little boy named Freddie 
used to play with his mother's pie tins. If be threw them 
,.ith just tbe right twia of the .. rist, they spun and turned 
in (ascinating curvcs. 

Freddie grew up into a man called Fred Morrison. .. ho 
always remembered what fun be had had playing .. ith the 
pic tins. AJ a grown-up, be applied his knowledge of 
aerodynamics 10 the problem of developing a disc which 
could be thrown and tossed and its Aight controlled I»' 
tbe thrower. 

He evolved a metal model that sailed through the air 
in • most satisfactory manner. The curved disc was 9 m. 
in diameter and a scant 2 in. decp, with radiating arc
shapped fins and a beavy outside rim. A snap of the wria 
whco throwing gives & centrifugal motion to the disc 
which in tum gives guidance in Bight. The radial fins 
create a vacuum on top of tbe whirling disc. and stability 
from beneath is provided by the heavy rim. 

The.metal model sailed through the air bcautifully
but also, bcinll metal, it sailed through windows and 
hed&" and other obstacles, somewhat after the manner of 
a miniature cyclone. A material other than metal seemed 
a wise idea if tbe disc-or lIying saucer-were to become 
a commercial product. . 

A lightweight, slightly lIexible plastics looked like the 
answer, and Morrison brought his metal model to Soutbern 
California Plastic Co., Glendale, Calif .. to sec what might 
be done in plastics. Stanley J. Gray and Edward L Ken
nedy, president and secretary of the lirm, took tbe metal 
disc out on the lawn to "demonstrate" its possibilities 
and were soon breathlessly convinced that • great dc:aI 
of fun could be had by young and old alike.. 

A plastics model of the disc was carved from a solid 
block of material, and then a mold m.de in the shop of 
Southern California. Engraving of the mold was done 
I»' United Engravers, Los Angeles. 

Then came the problem of the right material. A search 
was made throughout the rany;e of thermoplastic molding 
compounds to find the proper material that combined 
ftcaibility, impact strenph, and stability while in motion. 
(1lx- discs achieve considerable speed-·and strain--whco 
in lIi/tht.) Cellulose acetate provided the bc<t combination 
o( properties to do the joh. Acetate discs will not break 
glass windows, nor shalter when falling (rom a great 
beillht, nor scar the finish on automobiles, nor injure the 
players. 

n.r •• ,..1 FlyiA" SaIK_ ... ,..,... ...... ius' dan ....... 
.. , .Ir __ ald", of to.,." _II lightweilht cen"l... .cet.te ." 
s..: ...... C.I;fornMi Plcutic c... G .... d.. h ... __ ill MCOf'dctMe 
.... ..,odynoMic princip ...... 'M 'fyi.' Saucer .... ......... .... .. 
..... the lrea'''' of HM. Here ............ _ tile elbe III .... 
..... Ioft ....... 

An interesting part of the story is that producinll 
acetate "Flyin' Saucer" is onl, part of the story. It;, 
product with a wide market (how many yo-yos were ~ 
in the US last year, do you suppose 1); but it must 
demonstrated to be sold. Everyone who .... a FI 
S:mcec in action is enthusiastic. Anyone who s«s 
lying on a sal .. counter is likely to pus 1»'. 

That prescots a merchandising problem that has 
sal .. sta1f of Southern California Plastic hard at w, 
thjnking up ways and means (or demonstrations. a(1 
publicity, visual promotionll stunts. With a record 
steady-selling staple consumer items now on the mar 
Southern California has no intention of letting the FI 
Sauccrs sit on the sal.. counters. Carcfully<ontro 
distribution, related to on-the-spot demonstrations or I 
motional campaigns. has bcco the rule so far. Nati, 
markets ~11 DOt be tackled until all the promotional 1:1 
have been unraveled.. 

.eprinted from PACifiC PlASTICS, August 1948 
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fLYIN-SAUCEI performs in an amazing way as you 

develop your ski! in Ry;ng it. A novel way to 

play catch. You will think of many game, 

'0 play. Adaptable to almo,t any ga_. 

HOW TO flY 
Launch your fLYIN·SAUCER straight ahead 

with Q snap of your wrist making it spin GI fast 

as "",sible. DON'T THROW TOO HARD .•••• ', 

the spinning that gives it lift. legin by Ry;ng about 

10 NM. When windy, throw acros, the wind. You 

wi1l quickly learn haw to bank to the left or right • 
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FLIGHT INSTRUCTIONS 

FLY •• ' SAUCERS -.v. fll.ht c •• raet.rlatlca vet7 .1.Ilar to alrplan ••• The SAUCER 15 launched 
I_ Identical I, 'h ..... -.nna' .... lllnl lour hat onto a hoolc-bl spinning and fo,.. .... ee>
tiOft. 
,n or •• , to tl, In. atrall"t line. the SAUCER .ust I •• v. the hand In a laval po.ltlon~ To 
curve ,~ SAUCEA. It -us, I •• y. the h.nd b.ftked or tilted In dIrection of desired eurve--for 
•• .-pla: for I.ft curve--th. I.ft .Id. of the SAUC{A .ust ba tlltad da-n. 
FOR 8EST RESULTS __ The s,lnnlnl of the SAUCER Is -ost '.portant and -ast difficult to -as
t.~: Bete~se th= Sp!~ ~re=tes e a;rc~e~p!t eet!~~ ~h!eh ccr.t~!! the =tt!t~= of the SAUCE' 
'n flll"t •• .-oot". f •• t 191."lnt dallvarl should ba daveloped 00 not hold the SAUCER too 
t I, .. t. 
anal,z. ~our _Istakas and .. ka corrections ., tlltlR, or '.nklng SAUCeR. T~ corraetlon ~st 
.a applied to the SAUCER •• It I.av •• th4 ~.nd. 

SAIL 'EM BACK AND fORTH - PLAY CATCH I 

f1?-
:1il_ 

_ - - - - - - - -"". ,. COiIII!!S> 

BegIR " fl,lng ,our .aucar about 10 f .. t. 
The dl.tance ,ou ar. able to fl~ It .111 

qulckl, Incre .. e .lth pr.:tlce. 

MAKE 'EM TURN I 

II r.I ••• ln, the SAUCER 
I ... tllt.d .. n".r, ,ou 
c.n .. ka It turn to t_ 
laft or right. &.nk It 
the •• , IOu •• nt It to 
turn. It I. Mvl.abla to 
I •• ,.. to 11, atral,htbt
fora start In, to .. ka 

turns. 

MAKE 'EM COME BACK! -:.~ 
~,;-,:o;, -&---,';.#" Aft.r I.arnln, to 

r
~ fl, straIght and .ak. 

turns 10u'll be able to 
.. k~ 0 r S.1Uq:R return to IOU 
b{ •• fIYng It Into the 'r~.za 
a a .h.rp angle. The harde,. a 
wind blOws t t~e flatter an .n
gl. ,)'ou can fJ,!t to aake Jt 

~ ~ return _ S91n SAUtER as -.c.h as 
~ pOSSlb'a. 

ha"" suri.: •• Right ald. for left-handers. - " J 
MAKE 'EM SKIP' c.:::P 

__ 
Aight-'!anders launch SAUCER so that laft sid. strikes «-...,;;: 1-

~ -:------------ \I/k..::::.------ '.4:.-
. ".' . 
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THE GAllE Of HECkLE provld.S 
SAUCER can •• , .. iG'e4. R .. I" 
eo-petltlon 

.... ns of .. tlllzint the vnlqve •• nn.r In which the FL~I.' 

.ftd regulations .... provided, fo ... I"g the ba.l. for skill and 

PLAYERS - Four - .It" two on .ach t .... 

OBJECT - To fll SAUCER around HECKlEDS 'nto ,our ,artnerta cl rele. 

ALL C._CLI •• _ •• FliT •• l'AMlTI. ca.TII ".CI .aY W •• Y .,~ AI'~ITY. 

All pIQ.'" ..... t 1' ... 11' In their clrcl. until SAUCER I. elf1K)l"fte .. 

The g ... begins .Ith th4 Filer IAI atte-ptlng to .all the SAUCER around the HECKLERS f. the 
clrcl •• 18) and lei so that hi, partner In the R.c.lv.r', circle 101 can cetch It. 

Filer tAl _.t r ... I" In "'s tl rcle .... 1'1 .ervlng the SAUCER .. 

HECKLER 18J ~st 1' ... 11'1 In hi. circle at all tl ... ~lle his te .. I. def.nslve. He", .t-
t~t to .top the flllht of the SAUCER, or distract the Filer In an, .. nneI'. Shoul. he 'tap 
or fallout of "i_ cl refe, hi. te .. forfelta I poInt and the Offensive t ••• ' retain •• e""' •• 
MECKLER Ie' re-aln. '1'1 hi. clrtle until SAUCER I •• Irborne. H • .., then le.ve his elrel. to 
heekl. the Receiver (01 In an, .anner so lorg •• he doesn't Intarfara .ith flight of SAUCER 
or touch the Receiver, or step Into the Pee_'yer'. circle. Hec~'.rs forte't 2 points for 
e.ch Infraction. J 
Recelv.r IDI att .. pts to c.tch the SAUCER In hi. clnele. ShOuld he do so, the ~is t ... re
cety., 2 points. Should tt be necasur, for the Recel.,er· to I •• .,e "Is circle to catc" the 
SAUCE~, theft his te .. .core. 'ut I point. Should h. dn3p or .155 the SAUCEA, no points ar. 
Scored, .~d the te..s Change positions. IAJ change •• Ith 181 and It I changes .Ith IDI. 

ICI Is now the Filer, and IB' the Reeetv.r. HECKLER 101 ~st r ... ln In hi. clrcl., ·.nd t~ 
HECKllA IAJ b.eo-es the roving HECKLER. 
r .... ch.ng. position. when the Recelyer f.lls to c.te~ the SAUCER. 
In the event that no Aef.nte I •• vall.ble, dispute •• 111 .. settled " ~tu.l .gr .... ft~, or 
the fll, 0' • ~oln. 

Thl, Is • PlptO PRODUCT 1.-__ ..., 

, 

• 

• 

San lui. ObIspo. C.,I,. 

• 
_ . .-" 0' ... , ..... 

. . 

• 

.... ... ' 

• 



, , 
, i 
i. $ ,. 
: 

UNITED STAQS GOVERNMENT 

TO Director, FBI DATB: June 2, 1~9 

r.\, .. ou:· I 

~UBJBCT: (l FLYING DIsrS 

-=-

Poe SAC Letter 38, dated Yarch 25, 1949 entitled as above. 

The IJureaa is advised that throllr;h the Office of ,laval IntelUeence, 
Uerr Orleans, Louis:iana, this office has been advised that l1iUli.n the !last ten 
d~s three siE;htines of flyinG disc's have been reported in the City of !lew Or
leans. Th<:l infornation seens to be that the sincle'd:iscs -were in stra5.!:ht flight 
and traveline in a eeneral direction of North, in late afternoo~ about the size 
of l'n obscr"/ation plane, but the shape of a saucer. The Navy stated that two 
.. .:.tncsses have "'Ivised t!Jat the ol'ject l7as tra~lin{; end over end; that weather 
conditions "'ere :;nod; that si~htinGs ;~ere m"lde olltdoors ~ p ... .rsons mo did not. 
we'll" elasses; that the dates _re Ua;y 16, 19 and 23, 1949. The Navy states 
that it was possible these objects \TP.re weather balloons, but that these are 
usl!d froCl only one airport, released over an hour before the times of sichtine 
and would generalq be out oi sight in a few minutes. 

The above is beinG furnished the Bureau foc future reference since 
t:le lIavy has infoTCled that all three instances were investieated by tIle i.rr:rt 
Intellieimce. 

. - ......... ' ... _ S_L - ."'\,"'" 
. . ". - . .. .. -
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-- H. B. Fletcher' f.t.-}r ",j .. -. f\: bAD: Kay 23, 191&? 

SUBJECT. 

~
the afternoon ot Vay 20, 1949 
Chicago 2$, Illinoill, was rej~erred 

irector'lI Office. 

stated llhe _II going to be in Washington tar a 
staying at the sadar She stated 

that f in 
Ch1ca~ad_some information . discs. Il1ss said I 
that _ theory _s to the effect peopre died souls IJ 7 C-
entered a space on thill earth which is, or course, invisible to human 
eyes. He said that in this soul world tbare are good aOO bad ~le aM_ 
that they have become involved in a war. According to 1(iS8~ 
theor,y ill that the flyingdises which have been seen are the explosives be-
ing used in the wartare between the good. am bad souls. 

¥.is: stated that the real purpose of bar visit to the 
aJreau 1O&S to get her 01Q'l name cleared. She said that the FBI has been c0n
ducting investigation regarding her aOO that she wanted to know the results I 
ot the investigation. I asked her what kind ot an investigation the FBI bad A1 
been making regarding her and she stated she was un:Ier suspicion ot espionage 
activit1ea. I intonned her that I could not furnish her with any intonnation 
which is contained in the Bureau' II files inasmuch as our files have been 
designated as confidential by the Attorney General. 

1II.SII • accepted thill explanation am. stated regarding her h 
present activities that she had been in the lilacs as a private and had re- 7(... 
caived an honorable discharge in 1916. She said at the present tt.esbe 18 
working as a model in au.~ago. 

She impressed me as being sQllewbat mentally unbalanced. 

& check ot the files tailed to reveal that we bave conducted UIT 

" ..... t""'~ nlat1~ t • ..,. ""'""'Ul .... -- -:~0N 
l' ' , 

FJB:m 

" ......... 

PE~·62 
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Mq 10. 1949 

..~ .. 
I wtah \0 aclmovledce 1OUl' letter dated "11>1'11 29. 1949. and t.o 

expre •• .,·a!~reclatlon for tour ~o~htfullle •• 111 writ.lnc \0 me. 

III Tiew 01' the contents of Tour letter. I h&Ve taken the 11bcrt7 
or .elldine a COpt to the Ull1ted Statea Air .force. 

III the future. It 70U have 1Ilfor .... t101l whlch D#l7 be of iIlterea' 
to u\fe Bt-J.ree.u i ¥oe. r!B; f1nd It 1iOZ'6 co.n.en1eilt '0 comm.nicate wi;h kr. R. B. 
11004. Speelal Agent ill Charp 01 our to. AllCel .. Off1ce. 900 se~l t1: Duild!-IIC. 
Lo. AlIple. 13. Callfornia. 

t .... 
Slllcere17 tour., 

.' 

.D1~ljje'w= 

ct L" .... , ...... • o~-.r l~o"... . , . . .' V 

The correspon~ent communicated with the Bureau 011 one previou8 occasion 
enclosing a clipping froc a Spanish laD6~&e newSpaper in T8xaa. She was ftpp8ren~ 
1) diasathfied with the canner in which the Latin AmeriCll.ll8 we~ted 

"in Texaa. A cordiAl letter OJ' ac':noliledge",ent WeB 8ent to her. ~ h 7 c 

C\)MMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAILED 1 

* MAY.1 0 \949 P.M. _ •• l 
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:JEXT TUESDAY APR I L 19TH rIB'; NETWORK 930 TO lOPl.! AND lilVE . - ... . 

YOUR .. OI.TENTS ON FLYING DIs\': AND YOUR EX\;LUSIVE 1(;:OWLEDuE 
.. - -.~--.---.-. 

OF TIllS LATEST !-U~_SIAN y~!~A~E. REGARDS rEL~VE IT OR 

=R I PLEY= 

1 c). "r·· q- 0 lOP" ... . "" .... ;; .... ,~. 

----

• 

. . : .". . 
,.( - . ..;' / i __ _ 

. F· B I 

-/7~ 

" MAY 27 f9.:~ . 

, .-
, 



, -1 

~ 
, , 

r -j 

" 
. ! 
i 

~ 
• --, 

t 
~ 
" 

UNITED SlQ.ES GOVERNMENT 

DATIl: 

Iral ter Winchell 1'arward~ the Director a western l1nion 
teleUaJII he had received from Robe, pley which stated that he, Ripley. 
had the on17 authentic Japanese saucer ever recovered in this 
country. lIr. 'lincbell noted on the teleuam. lITo J. Edgar Hoover - True?" 

DETAILS. 

This matter was discussed by Special Agent as with the Intelligence 
Division 01' the 1orIq. who advised that the,- had no in1'orJ11ation concerning ~ L 1~ 
Japanese fi,-ing saucer, ever having been recovered in the United St.atea. IJ 

This matter was discussed with CSI-USAF. 
who advised on A,prU 27. 1949 that he had interested in the !'lying saucers 
and related subjects and that in so 1'ar as could be determined by hila through his" 7l 
sources in the Air Force, which are excellent, there is no authentic informatica 
available concerning the phenomenoa 01' the !'lying saucers. He advised he would check 
with the IJUthorities at 1Iright Field to determine i1' arv information 111 available 
calcernlng the .recovery 01' a Japanese fiying saucer. . 

C010nel~ has now advised that there is no information available 

11 
in an,- - of the .ur Force to the effect that any fiying saucers of an:r Id.nd have 
been recovered in the United states. Colonel ..... stated del~ had been h 7 c. 
encountered in determining this fact inasmuch as inquiries had been directed throiigt. . 
individuals known to him a:xI trusted by him and not through the usual channela 
floOD which he possib~ would receive a lltock answer. ": 

!he detailll of this case were not discussed by either Special ~eD~'" 
or: Sanders with the ArIJ;r or Air Force and they are not aware of the telegram sent, 
by Kr. Ripley to lIr. Winchell. /J 7( 
~IOfh 

~ . ,-
!he foregoing ill 1'or ,-our intormatio,} and--~ dillpollition being desirable. . ~. 

" .. .. 
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ff·~·· ~Jic;:;;:::'~~~~~.'~N~;~O ST!~~~VE~~~~~-'~ 
is ~:~ ~;'::',:,., 
t i '--'f:. ~ ~"f ~VTWI 

DATB: Ka:r 13, 1949 

tri S~J1I~~'DISK" REPCR1' . , t I~~ e., rlOIl CQ{C~" = . " 

, t,.. D8Wspap~,Ka~r~~!~Lomla; adv1S~ a s~:~~~;:; the Sun-Star' 5 I 
I;; that b1e paper bad been oontaoted b7 Lt. Col. STANLEY JACOO3, Int.ell1&fIl108 iJ ( l 

• I.~ oruoer, Castle . Air Faroe Base, J{erced, Calirornia, reaUve to &lrJ' 
,~<" report. that tbe newspaper aigbt have received oonoerning·!l71ng d1lJu· . 
, 't~ 10 tbe lIeroed rto1n1t.:r. . '., . ./ . 

~ ... l 'stated a olese ~r~erd er bia, one 2 .....-1 ...... L· ' 
'.... . Vereed, t.d advised bis th~t be bad. observed ~ '71: 

[, 

.... :. ;::':' object, and aa be ia in tbe Air Cerpa Reaerve, be reportec1 aame lJ ,-
. to tbe Intelligenoe OrUcer at Castle Field. 

(h tbe SAllIe date lIr. GEORGE B~, Detachment Commander, oru.,. 

f .. ~.'I." :',: •. ' ;!~1Al Tnvellt1ga:~~~;h~b!~\~'~~: !~I!~~~:!i :!~:;-t!dadvUed 
.eeing a -rlying di.kw to the Intelligence arrioe at tbe Base but tbat 
the Intell~fIl1ce Offioer bad not furnished the 1nformation to b1a • ..... 
& ,. l~te~ 0!l_~~e_ ~e _ da~e :~n~a:ed SA.> , , •• ,"!- ~~~b~~?d Il le.tt~ 

" 

, 
• ! 
I 

~ ! 

"., t 

i' .. '~i't f 
: __ ~ . t-. -.~ 

It; 
lJ 
i..'< ' 
~. !<: 
K~'-;~ .-~ 

wntten b7 STANIJ!:Y l'. JAC0B3, L~. COL., ~, AaJUl.&ll1i \Ln1ie.l.ueenoa I 
Ofticer) to Commardlng General, Air }!aterial CaDand~ Wright-Patterson D 1(. 
-m,.~. ~_io. Tbis letter oonta1ned a statement given b;r 
lIr. ______ whiob read as rollowsl WI bad ocoaaion to step 
hom -.:f bome, located approx1mate17 one aUe west .r tbe town or Vereed, 
DO tbe nigbt ot Apr1.l 4, 1949, at approx1matel,- 2220. IQ' attention _. 
diverted to • oUcking nobe ot considerable lntensit:r.' I stopped on tbe 
sidcrwalk about 20 reet trom the tront steps ard recognised tbe source ot 
tbis clicki~ to be 1n tbe sky"in an area about 40 degrees rrca tbe .urh.ce 
ot tbe earth in an easterly direct.ion. The sky c.OOition lIae :COOUO thin 
breken witb 12 Idles rtsibil1t7 and surrace winda wlIl'e reported as north 
nine W.P.B. at Castle Air Force weather station. 111 hOllle is approrlmatel,
.even aUes south or castle Air Force Base and 10 an area .OIIeahat sbeltered 
!I'm !rurl'ac~'!rtnd3;e.nd DO appxoeclable surrace wind _a apparent at tbe 
time the aural oMervation waa made. Arter about ten seconds or looking 
1nto the ii:i=eildescribed prevlousJ.y as be1ng the source or this sound, an, 
objeat _s observed blanJc1ng out atars in desoribing a !light path in a 
west or northwester17 direation. Onl,- one object was apparent, it. shape 
can be deaaribed as oniy a solid mass. It. ahe can be estUliited aa i'oUl' 
or rtV8 reet in diameter 1n keeping with an eet1Ju.ted altitude or COD
a1derab17 less tban 1000 (ena tbwsard) teet. Color _s shown by the 
re!l~tlon Dr grouDci'ltght. ,eel enl,- tw. ecaasloll8, alld ~ppelll:edy~ be /7/ 
100-2112 ' . ,RECORDED· 110 10,.1 -X'd _ /.1 ~ 
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dull lIurtacted, light colored Iletel. Tbe on11' ground l1ehtll ot in- " : ,:~{; 
tensit1 were a roll' ot IItreet lights behind Ile one bal.! block which lealie 
ae to believe the under surtace ot this objeot to be curved 111 shape. ' . 

• ;;, .• I ~ .' '-*';..';' 

-This object 1II1en first sighted, _s ];loving vt!lr1 IIlo ... l;y in a ... est ' 
or northwesterl;y direction. I ,would estwte that I bad it in R:1 riiige ." 
ot vision tor 3S seconds,'arter having heard it about ten seconds before 
locating it. It passed on b~nd the house and lII8Jlel1vered through an ." 
arc or turn to the lett or about n1oet1 degrees. The cl1cldng swnd 1188 

, continuous throughout this tum, however, it became louder as it returned ' 
011 its new heading or Iklutb or southwest.' On ita return tbe cJ.1ck1nC ' • 
sound became louder, but I _s unable to see it at this t1Jne. The tl1ck- ' 
ing stopped 'when it _9 at ita greateet 1otens1t1 and appeared to cOllIe 
froa • position directly oftr bead. I was unable to see the object a!ter 
the sound stopped. 

~ -' " -This olicking sound, retained the II&1II8 pitch and speoo through-
CIflt the entire course observed, but 10tensity varied. Tbere _s not 
wbisjole,.pr.roar, but Q/IlJr the cUcking noise which m1ght be oompared to 
beaters ot a bome mixer that were not properlJr meshed. If. lights or 

-tlame were observed during the entire course with exception ot the 
prpviOUII des,crilled renections twice. Ifo exhauat trail __ d1st~ish- , 
able. . . 

-

"lf7 dog was with 118 and directed her attention in the general 
-d-1recti()/:I ot thie object's night throughOut ita course. She bad been 
1"OIIIping With lIS on oomirW out or the houlMI but without spoken woriS 
stopped and directed her attention on to the previouslJr described area. 
The Clicking sound Rigbt not have been unusual to tbe dog, but thera 111 
a possibility ot sounds on wave lengths diecemable onl;y to the dog, .',. 
be~ emitted.-

It 1.8 to be noted that is • m_er ot tbe Active b 1£ 
USAF Reserve with rank of )!ajor. He atu.1oed rating of pilot in Auguat 
1941 and bas approximate.!.1 2200 hours f'.I.y1ng time. During his active 
dut1 period 1n WW2 he stated that he had considerable night fl7ing 
experience ,q. COllnection with his .i11tary assignment. The Intelligence 
Ott1oer in the above IIIE'1ltiolled letter madll the tollowing statEllient, -An 
attempt t.o locate other witnesses in the area or tbrough the locaJ. a_II-
paRSr proved unsuccessful" • 

.-. advised t~t be is planning to olear with his b~-' ~7~ 
quarters office and will probabq conduot an investigation. " . 

. '. 
, 

-",.,... 
Tbe above is being furnished tor tbe information or the Bureau. 

• . . 
I ~-

• 
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To, 

]'roa, 

SllbJect: 

Director of Special Inve,ticationl, (I. G.) 
r.partment of the Air Forea 
'l'he l'enb.o;OD 
lia,bington 25, D. C." 

J'LYIlIG SAUCERS '1/ J 

"-llmlIDWT1' {} V 

EncloBed I, a photoltatlc COPT ot 
reealved.b7 tbi, Buraau from Mr' 

dated April 29. 1949. I 1("" 
eoncerninc tl7inc 'alleer,. ~ . 

fha corra'pondent hal been advhed. \hat a cOPT at hal' letter baa 
baen forwarded to the United. Stat .. Air Force. 

fbi, letter h baiD6 torv~ded \0 7011 for aD7 acUon TOu m.q 
deem adviaal!la. 

! CO MM U HIC" TlONSSECTlON 
BY 

SPECIAL ,MESSt:iiGER * MAY 11 i949 * 
1Dill!. ICREAI If IllmoI!!". 

I. S. IUAlIF..IT If JIIST1CE 
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Dear Kr. 10.10' 
Your letter or AprU 77; 1949." baa beeD received.. 

aDd I want to thank you for aen<l1.nc CIII the newspaper 
clipping which you enclosed tocetber nth your observations 
coneeminc the designa you IlUbmitted to the fed.eral 
gevemeant in 1942. Although I would like to be of service, 
checks of the t)'Plt ;you dee1re are not 111. thin the scope or 
thia Bureau'. activitiea. It waa very thoughtful of you" to 
contact _ in that regard • 

/ 

WN:rlo ,~ 

John Edgar Roever 
Il1.rector 

.... " L.,LfJ~-< 
{"JM~UNICATt ~' 8 :I 

, ~ ft..t A I L E" 0 76, i'ld co V ; 
MflY 4 }949 r P.M. 
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SAC - San Antonio Aprll Z6, 1949 
'.- ... 

Director - FBI .. 
. . YL YING DJSKS 

~. \1:l'lNTERNAL SECURITY - R 

~~ -, -j I ./ /-.f"',/ •• " ',/1 . 
{JI ... ' ,. '.' 

Reference la made to your letter dated Aprll 4, 1949, captioned 
"Pl'otection of V 'tal Installations ... You are instructed in the futu.:-e to 

ti-' \ ,\eport. info~tl~n relatina to fiyina d~sb, un~: the above caption. 

, - In reaard to your request for information that would substantiate 01' 

.. 

discredit the statements made by Walter Winchell on bis broadcast of 
Aprll 3, 1949, your attention is directed to SAC Letter No. 38 dated March lS, 
1949, captioned "FlyinS Oisks.·· 

For your strictly confidential information, the data contained in 
SAC Letter No. 38 was obtained in confidence from a colonel in the United 
States Air Materiel Command, who obtained his information from persons 
actively enSased in the investigation of this subject.· 

. No interview with Walter WinChell will be made by the Bureau con
cernins the source of his statements referred to in your referenced letter. 
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Office J:lfemor:tndum • UNITED slDES GOVERNMEN:f 

TO • Director, FBI DATI!: April 4, 1949 

nOM I ~ SAC, San Antonio AIR !.'AIL 
SP;CiALDEL IVERY 

$uaJIICT: PRVl'£CTlai (F VITAL I!(l;TALLATlct;S 
(Bureau file 65-48300) 

Reference is made to San Antonio letter to the Bureau dated l!arch 
22, 1949 which submitted inform&tion related by military authorities concerning 
unconventional airoraft. 

The Office of the Assistant Chi.r or starr. G-2, 4th Army. has advised 
that at 11150 P.U. l:'&rch 31. 1949 a lighted object. about the sin of a basketball, 
reddish white in color. follawed by a fire trail. was observed southwest of 
I.illeen Ease. adjacent to C8I:lP 1I0od, Texas. The observation was me.de by 1st 
Lt. FRE"ERIGK ». DAVIS, who was in cl-.o.rge of a platoon, Company C. 12th }.=orad 
:o:ntantr.r llattaliOll, which is assigned as a rurt of an alert force (called fcrce 
Abel) fram Car::.p Hood. whose fUnction is to protect the installation at Killeon 

1>$0- -': .• llase. ~/:. 

Lt. DAVIS advised that the object was at an altitude'"est~t~cr7;~-
6.000 ft., _. travelinG parallel to the ground and passed directl:.' over hil:l at 
a rapid rate of speod. It was in view 10 to 15 seconds and sucidenly disappeared 
hif:h in the oky without having descended.. }!o sound or odor _s detectod. The 
night ~s clear and visibility good. The object passed al~st directly over the 
a~r strip at.Killeen Base. 

"nen Lt. D."VIS attempted to advise his headquarters by telephone 
iT<.,~i~tely after the sighting. he heard static or electrical interference on 
the telephone line which he stated might be possible radio interferecco •• 

G-2 has advisee. that other lights of unknovm origin were observed on 
!iarch 6. 7, 8 and 17, 1949, by milita.rJ persOl'll1el of the alert force stationed 
approximately 1000 ~rds east of the fences ~hich surround Killeen Sase. 

The object sizhted on !larch 31. 1949 '""'5 reported &IS l.eing of a 
different nature from the li&hts seen earlier in the month. 

April 3. ].949, st"ted tha. t "flying di~)';" seen in tl:1s coun ry deflnitely 
er.anated frOIl Russ la.. . ." . 

. ' . 

It is noted that l!.r. ':'>ALTE)..;XI.[}ICHELL. on. his Sz evening broadcast. 

• On April 4, 1949. 0-2:' 4th Army. CO&tacted~' .~ifice. inquiring as 
. to whether r.e had any inforn..tlon that \1'~1C: substar. '. or ciiscredit the state-

::ents made by 1'YA,LTER OiDlCf.t1,.!-. . .j:' 
f .. . • .I~ 

2 00 - El Paso (lClO-45Gl!) d\. \~ '( ,", _ .v'" / - /, I 
".,~rOR\)t.u __ --- --,.-'" . 

JI:J 11:.'0 ~- .,,' " •• ' L~ L 
100-754.5 . .., (y ,u \t,,~ -\\fl 6 MAY 5 lC::J £ ~ 

S~ J..\ t.,. ~\:, I 

.' 
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Letter to Director 
SA-1OC-7545 

o o 

April 4, 1949 

In view or the interest and concern of 4th ~ military avthorities 
Who have the duty ot proteoting the vitai instaiiations at Los Aiamos, N. ~., 
Sandia Ila.se, N. I!. in the El Paso Division, and the Camp Hood area in the San 
AntOllio Division, it is su&.:;ested that the Eureau _y desire to arran~e to hve 
);r. WmCHELL interviewed concerning the lIouroe or hiB 1nfo~tion that "flying 
dillcs· emanate from Russia. 

It would be approoiated if the Bureau can. supply any information that 
can be transmitted to military authorities Which would ch rify this raatter. 
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Dates 

To. 

o o 
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! 
'co~ 
BY SPF,cIAL l!i.s5F.IQ£P. 

Ul7 2~ 1949 ; .",. 
• A .' • 

'. 

Director ot specal Invest.1gat1oos (I.O.) 
DoplU'tlDBnt. ot the Air Force 
lbe Pent..:leoa 
",('ash1n~on 25, D. C. 

Be • 

John :dear Hoover, Director, Federal &reau of Invcst.1j;" tioo 

rLIIlIQ DISCS 

l' .' ..... 

A reliable am. eonf1dontal saurce baa reeent~ 
Unt tho first part ot I.!rll, 

'Z1 

'!'be abon intonation is belnB turn1shed to 7ClU fer 
whatever aotloo Tou desire arxl no investigation 1a being DOn
dueted relative thereto 117 this au-eau • 

- .. 

. f ' !'I~I <.uJi..r.1 
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COMM •••• ONER8 

MAURIE LUX~ORD 
P.C.'DtlIIT 

MItS. ROLL.IN 8ROWN 
"'IC£·N~SIDIlNT 

"'''S. WILLIAM J. WILSON 
C. TONY PEREIRA 
ROBERT L BURNS 

J. J. HASSETT 

{CITY OF Los ANLVES 
CALIFORNIA 

F'LETCHER BOWRON. 
..... TD. 

DEPARTMENT OF 
RECREATION AND I 

~CITT HALL 

LOS ANGELES Ii 
II I~I.AN 8211 

CEO. HJIELTE 
e&NltaAt. -....cAGE 

GILBERT L. SKU' 
euPPINTEHD€.NT Of' 4 

r!ollYi.'.)od,Callf .r,pril 10,1949. 

tlr.\!, 1 t<!r ¥.inch<!ll 
~:<!W York C1ty,?l.Y. 
Uy Dear Winchell. 

Vilth r.;ference to41Yi!':!7 Di5c's Qr 
oth<!r flyir.g objects,tho~eht you ~oulo Oe interested 
ir. th<! following. It ir. a measure subst"ntiates your 
s ta te:nen ts. 

noticec an u 
g')<Jd look to 
fr<!~uer:tly fly over. 

About the same tim<! tYJo of :lis Den 
\;'orkin" ~bollt a half mile af:-':y sa,,' the obJect.l'i;ey 
checked ~,ith ench other and arrived at the sa!!le cor:c
l'Jsi'm. It ,'as a Disc and they r1'.n to a telepn'Jne to 
r~port th<! ir:::id;mt. In th<! meantime DeJarnett :,t::.rt:c. 
to tile l:)::ation ~;here his men I',ere v.orking to check u.d 
see if l~ey had seen the object. 

T!J.ey had both seen it .. hich prov"s 
beY')nd a quest1·)n of a coubt that sJillething of the L·isc 
type ,:as in the air and ;.hen th~ third ... an s ta ted he 
also saw it,I am satisdiied you are very much rit;f.t in 
yJllr st;.t:?;J~nts and I a:n inclir.ec' to call a person n 

IlIH' thnt Snys(th::1RfOOROCCF, ris'f~'~ -1- If _ / (.1 
J(j ~ of your' fn ~. 

T /,'" y .. -
./ -/,! 

7,-,c, . ----

• 
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.. Office Memof':tndum · UNITED 'STf}ES GOVERNMENT 

TO • DIRECTat~ FBI DATIl: 4-22-49 

nOM ~..AC ~ LIT'l'IE ROC! 

SUBJI!CT: UNKNOI'IN. ~UBJECTSi 
/llWAao; H.~ lIARRlSOH - INFORMANT 
v FLYING DISGS _ 
-FCHT' SUITH; ARKANSAS (4-16-49) 

Fo~ Sm1th~~S::.Ri;C:O;~J:~e:e aa~;~~ Rg;;i1v!:,.B:s;;~er b7 
the Fort Sm1th Post O:t!1ce DepartJllElnt. 

~ISOH stated that at 5125 p ••• ~ Saturdar. Apr11 16. 1949, 
while delivering special delivery 11311 in Fort SllI1th~ he stopped hU 
automobUe at • signal light located at the iDtersection or »o~h 
Eleventh Street am Grand .benue. He glanced up at tb! stop light and 
observed a brilliaDt object movIng in a soutbeastern direction. He 
presumed tl!! object "!!'as approrlmatel:" 2 !liles high. H. got out nr hill 
autaaob1le and pointed up With the suggestion that other automobUe· 
dr1V1tre, stopped trr the signal light. could see the object. He dOE'S 
not know who ans or the other people are fir what theT saw. He was 
obliged to move on atter the light changed' and the drivers began honldni 
their horns. He watched till object untU it was obscured bT the line 
or trees in that section. He estimated he watched it travel SOlll8 

3 fir 4 .ues betore he lost 818;ht ot it. He stated the weather 1138 
clear, ndbUitr was good, and there were no clo008 near the object. 
ThA object. IIIAl!4! no nOlle perceptible to !!I!iRTSOH. However, be c(!mIIlem.ed 
that he was stopped at an intersection where the tratfic was heavy and 
there was considerable noise. He tirst thought possibly he had seen 
some t7P8 or a retlectar OIl an airplane. but could not locate fir hear 
a plane 8Jl1Where. ". 

411ARRISON drOVlt to the 1400 Block or Barth -C- Street. where 
he observed an A.rrq ofticer. wearing the 1nsignia or a JJiajor fir lieutenant 
colonel. standing back or the officer's automobile. He stopped and 
asked the otficer it he had observed the tl.y1ng object. The officer~ 
name unlcnOllD to the informant. answered negatively and then remarklld, 
-1 .. glad other people are also reporting seeing tlJ"ing objects.-
The of!1cer then related that the da¥ previous, Fr1da¥. AprU 15, 1949, 
1Ib1le the officer was traveling out or Oklahana CitT toward Fo~ Smith • 
hb wife observed a f1¥ing object in the sky vary 1'1ml1ar to that 
described bT {l,&RlnSoIl. The officer stated he saw the object too, but 
turnished no .ore information. 

R£CORDfP - 119 
U·llS 

"'II'" 1'" 'TI'~""'D' '-'~ .. ~ '&_,', ~.'. 1.4 ~ .. INDatO . "g 
2'iu I;O\, 1.8,1%40'· 

., "=~ .. -.. -.~~. ""-:~7-"'1 ... :. ... : ... ,;: ... _: .... '-'-.• -.-.... -. ~-. ~-~-~;-_ :.:,-•. -.... -. ~-......... -.--. ,-.~-:~-.• -,.-, ~-.. -'..-........ -;...-... ~ ...... ~ .... -;--.. -'\.".--.-.--:----.-.-:-:"---.• -"'-.-:~~-.·-:-.-r-.--· ... -.-.):-... -:..-.-~-... -.. -.. -_-:,..---.. ' 
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o 
LET TO DIRECTCll 
FLYIW DISCS 

4-22-49 

4lARRISON described the object as a;'lpearing saae :3 « 4 
inches in diameter traa the distance be BaW' it. It .. as very bright 
and reflected a l~ht in a lIIB.IUler s1roilar to a Jl.irrer. He repOrted tba 
~idellt· to· the loCal press at Fert Smith and inquired if AIl¥ooe had 
made • si .. ilar report. He received a negative reply. In thls connection, 
please tiDi attached all article trOll the tront pa~ or the Southwest-Tillles 
RecQE'd Ilewspaper published at Fort &.ith, Arkansas, S1lIldq, AprU 17. 
1949. 

The intervie .. nth flARRISON developed be 111 52 years ot age. 
He has had considerable college tra1n1n& and attended the seminary at 
Testm1n1ster. IlarYland 2l rears. He stated that his eYll8~ht is very 
good ter • ~ ot- his age am that he has .. erll read1ng- glasses ool7-
t« the past tn years. He W'aII positive he had observec1 the object 
as related above. Ha .. as unable of course to state just what the object 
was « turnish AII¥ additional in1'ormation coocerniDg it. lio information 
was available at Fort Smith indicating the Object had raileD 10 that 
section « that it was observed by others. The Little Rock ortiee :18 
aaJdng DO turt.her inquiries cOllcern1n& the S1lbJect matter. 

1/. '1'be oftices orOSI and J(JD have been notified of the intorma-
(I tion. set out above. 

-2-
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SOUTHF.EST - TIllES RJ;CORD 
Ft,_ Smith, Arkanlu 
April 11, 1949 

J 

· -Local Man Reports Seeing Wha£\ 
He elieves Was "Flying Disc" 

Wa arrisan. Fort Smith post office employe. reported Sat· 
urday ed. what he believed was a "flying disc.. .. 

Harrison saw what he believed was a "nyin. dise
o
, as he was 

drivinll east on Grand avenue at Eleventh street. He &aid the object I 
was sma]) and wal moving lOutheastward at a rapid rate of speed.;z: 
• There were DO other "porta of "1lyiDI cliI<:a- in \be area • I

He uid the object resembled a tiny mirrOr. -

urcI~ __ .' , ' -' 

I 
ENCLOSURE 
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RECORDED • 3& 
~ -- .. 

TO. 

mOM •. 

Legal Attache 
IIBxico City. D.P., 

.. 
Director •. FBI .." 

~ 

SUBJEXlT: FLYIN!l DISCS . 
... . , 

,( c -~'.~-~--~-------

o 

Jlq 4. 1949 ;. 
., --. 

COllrF''H'u 

:.: ~ 
" , . -, .' . .... 

. .. ~ 
~ .... ~ '; .:.. • .'t ... ~ ~!~ 

Referenoe is made to your letter dated April S. 1949 captioned as above 
in _hich you request. a copy of' the Air Force lIIelllorandUlll l:Ientioll8d ill S1C Letter 
1)8. Series 1949 dated llarch 2S. 1949. 

i , . 

• 

(detached) 
.;, oj ~~: J t , 

. , 
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Date: 

To: 

From: 

o OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
ueASS'f rillE \JIlTED STATE.S r:I NIEK:A .....,.an 

April 5', 1949 

Director, li'BI 

o 

Subject:OFLYIIIG DISCS 

Legal Attache h 7 c. 

!1ofo!'or.ce is !!lade to S,,-C Letter )38, Series l<)l!·9, . 
dated Earch 25, 1949, advisin~ thnt a co!'y of a meJnorandU1\ 
fron the De:nartnent of the Air I"orce, nated February 15, 
1949, and entitled "Unconventional Aircraft," as furnished 
to the Bureau, ~as bein~ fO~1arded to this offico in order 
that all aeents assienod to the !:oxico City Office night be 
inforned of the type of infornation desired by the Air Force 
in this matter. 

. ~~is is to advise that the above-mentioned enclosure 
".'ras not receive(l by this office and it is ros!lectfully request9d 
that a copy of this memorandum be fO~7ardod to ~exico City. 

J:!S :'111 

.. ! 

" : 
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TO' 
ROUTING SLIP 

: . 
I.orna: 

AFC 5L "4 
'e~ )nv,:/.~ -R,.d£lo7.5 

7H4«L.. 
"''I 

Lorna: DA". 

.,..,...,.,.. 
. 

Lama DA". 

. ..,..,.. 
FOR: FOU.OWlNG ACT1OH(S) AS CHEa<D> 

0000"""'..- MOTI MID ItETUllK IWOfI;M.'1'l:)lII 

MEC[SS#J!:T AC1'1C* IlttOMMEJCDo\'1'lt* ..... 
sa OR PHOtE ME .....,., ... SlGMATUR£ 

COMMENT d<.-~ z.~ ALU--~ 
:>0 ~ au... 

f:: ;6.-~ 10 ~ 
F. B. r . 

FROM: 
. :X" , . 

omCf AFOI,R- CO """" 10. 
,:,-E..2 0.3 

lt1DMDUAL 'e~ 
. -A1UI777e :. 71tJ t,1 - ''-';': 7-

AF H'1torm l' 11 o. u 
~I .. .. _n __ MI.'I •• wncI 

J 
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DEPAR'I1lErtJ' OF THE AIR PORCI 

IIEIUlQUARTERS UNITED nATES AIR FORCE 
DIRECTORATE OF DlTELLJOENCI 

WASHIHO,.ON as, D. C. 

--''''-' .. .-#-.l'_.,... • • "_ .•• " 

UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT 

;. .. -
--'--"~-~ --- .. -

__ ._.-:: .-':::~ __ J<.'.' 

:. "--- . 
_. ~,=:-==--O-"---_. 

11 Pebruar, 11(' 
. _-:_";:;'-·;~·".T _' __ 

.. ~ _. -

---~ .-. .,;.;:-_;------

-- -
- ...... ~.""...-.. ;-::.-.-- -.--

. - -. - -.~-"""'.""' .. " ~ 

PART I • OENERAL . 
.. =,--___ -_r- ,," ___ .. "-,-:-_=-- 1"< ---..... -- _." 

- ---:--~ ------- ------

.. .'1'0 ~lIah ~I for ,.portl1c ~ laronuUoa. 

.. JU:SClSS1OM ._. ~ ____ .4 

Depar1JneJll fII VIe Arm'1 COUeetlOD ).!emoran4wn JfIImber " daled 11 faDII&r7 11148, aDd Wtar. -.~--
CSGlD 42~.1, dated 2S ).\a..reb lQ48. boOI Mject as abovt, which ....... bHzI tnDafan.c! to AIr --
Poree &Ceocl_ for aeUOD, Ut ber .... 11b wper~ 

• _ '_:";"'_~_.Ii--

(1) As complete IJI answer to the HqlllNlmerU IJIIInCleted III Part 11 ... _'1 1Ie pi _.- -
~Ie. IIhould be dLspetebed bJ In.IM of tlectrleel trlMrolaSlOD Immedl"'lJ allu 81&"" .... , 
II) Ivppleroema.r, nport& Ihould 1Ie fol'WlJ'ded .. .nI1Il>1e " Ole ao.t ~ _ 
COCIt.tanl wllb lbe Import&DCe of lbt lnforlD&1lOD ,.pon.4. . 

. ' .. _~_,--A.--", .• _ '. __ 

.. )lSor Air Commands (Overleas) and Air Att.&cIIeS -.. ~-.--.--~. 

• 
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o. 
(2) Supplementary written reports, prepared 011 AF Form 112, will be forwarded to the 
Director of Intelligence, Headquarters United States Air Force. 

(3) COmmanding General, Air Materiel Command Is authorized direct contact with major 
Air Commands (overseas) and organizations under their control In connection with the. 
developmenl of information on this subject. . . 

c. Major Air Commands (ZI) 

(1) Reports will be forwarded direct to the Commanding General, Air Materiel Command, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, OhIo, Attn: MCIAXO--3 by installations recelv
,ing lnformatiOll pertaining to the requirements enunciated In Part n. 
(2) Copies of such reports may be supplied the Command Headquarters 01. the tnstalIatlon 
coocerned. . 

(3) A copy of all reports sent to Air Materiel Command In accordance with these instruc
tions will be forwarded at the same lime to the Director of Intelllgeoc8, Headquarters 
United states Air Force. 

(4) WrtlIen reports will be submitted on AF Form 112. 

(5) Commanding General, Air Materiel Command Is authorized direct contact with major 
Air Commands (ZI) and organizations under their control In connectlOll with the develop-
ment of information on this subJect.' . 

d. Non-Air Force Agencies 

(I) Addressees ot4er than those of the United States Air Foree are requested to forward 
reports direct to the Commanding General, Air Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air 
Foree Base, Dayton, Oblo, Attn: MCIAXO-3. 

(2) In order to reduce the lime factor Involved In transmission of this type of information 
It Is requested that, wherever communications facUlties permit, subordinate elements be 
authorized to communicate reports direct to the Commanding General, Air Materiel Com
mand. 

PART n - REQUIREMENTS 

General 

1. o.te of sighting. 

J. T1me of sighting (zoDal by 24 br. clock). 

•• Where sighted (observer's position): 

L Ground 

-
- 2 -

_i~. __ .?_ 

(2) Distance and direction from clly or town, road, intersection, etc. 

(3) From bulldlng (story), yard, etc. 

(4) Map coordinates (If feasible) showing latitude and longitude. 

"'4*I'IE6 

_ as .......... -~-. - ~... .. 
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(1) Type alrcraft, speed, &ltltllde, clliectlOll <1 flight. 

(2) DIstance and direction ,from city, town or known landmark. 

(3) Clock position 01. object from observer's aircraft. 

(f) LatItude and longitude: 

c. Sea 

(1) LatItude and longitude. 

(2) ProxImity to lsnd. (Name city, country, etc.) 

,f. Number <1 objects. 

Formation type Of any), sketch If possible . 

.! . 

.' '-. ,I' 

", 

.'. , 

: 

.. 
6. Observable celestial phenomena or planets that may account for the slghtlqr. (Local facUitlee 

or organlzatloos which foUow such celestial pheoomena should be consulted for such information.) 

8. DIstance <1 object from observer. 

L Laterally or horizontally. 

,b. Angle <1 elevation from borlzon. 

c. Altitude. 

7. Time In sight. 

8. Appearance 01. object. ----
L Color. 

b. Shape. ~etch If possible) 

c. Apparent construction. (Of what material or substaDce) 

d. Size. 

(1) Estimated size. 

(2) Size as It appear"ll from observer's View. (Compared to known object) -.. 
II. Dl.rectlon of rugiF. 

10. Tactics or maneuvers. 

" 

.1 

. ' 
Vertical ascent or descent, borizontal, oscillating, Dutterlqr, evasive, aggressive, erratic, etc. 

11. Evidence <1 exhaust. 

L Color of smoke. 

'b. ~ and width. 

f!SUIIiED - 3-

_. ----..,.... ... ::----~--
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c. 0cI0r (If alIT). 

d. Rate 01. evaporatlaa. 

e. Does traU vary with soUDd? (spurta) 

11. Effect 011 clouds • 
• 

a. Opened path thru clouds. 

b. Forced claud or mlsta. 

c. Reflected OIl eloud. 

d. Showed thru claud. 

13. Lights. 

a. Reflected or "H"c:hed. 

'. 
e. Blinked OD and aIf In n.1aU0I1 to speed. 

U. Support 

a. WiDp. 

b. Aerodynamle l1st 01. fuselage. 

c. Vert1eal Jet • 

d. Rcta"~ c:yUnder or eone. 

e. Aerostatle 11ft (balloon or dirigible). 

15:-- Propulsion. 

a. Propeller. or Jet. 

b. Rotor. 

"'" :" .. :.-. -' 

e. Aerodynamle vanes (flapp~ or osel1lal~) (Katz Mayer effect). 

d. Visible ezhaust or jet opeDI~. 

111. Control and stability. 

a. Fins -= -.. 
b. Stabllizers (borlzoDlal or vertical). 

(1) Size. 

(3) Shape. 

(3) LoeatiOD. 

- 4 -
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17. Air ducta. 

a. Slota. 

b. Duct openIDgs. 

18. Speed - M.P.B. 

111. SoUDd. : 

c. 

a. Continuous whine or buzz. 

b. Roar, whlstle, whoosh. 

c. Intermittent. 

lID. Manner of disappearance. 

a. Explode. 

(1) PosslbUlty of fragments. 

(2) Other physical evidence. 

b. Faded from view. 

c. DIsappeared behlnd obstacle. 

Relative to the Observer 

1. Name of observer. 

2. Address. 

•• Place of business. 

a. Employer or employee. 

I. Pertinent hobbles. 

L Is observer amateur astronomer, plIot, engineer, etc. 

b. Length of time engaged In hobby (experience). 

8. AbUlty to jitermlne: 
I .~ 

a. COI6r. 

b. Speed of mo~ objects . 

C. Size at distance. 

,. RellabUlty of observer. 

•• Sources . 
. " :'" 

UST""1& - 5 -
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f\ o 
(1) NeighbOrs. 

(2) Pollee Dept. 

(3) FBI records. 

(4) Employer. 

- 8. Notes relative to observer WI! 
: 

a: Slghtlngs In general. 

b. How attention was drawn to obJect(s). 

(1) Sound. 

(2) Motion. 

(3) Gllnt of llght. 

c. Deg"tee of fatlgue and duration of flight at Ume of sighting In cases where observer Is 
airbOrne. 

L Addressees. 

b. Occupation. 

c. RellabUlty. 

10. Comments of Interrogator regarding tbe intelligence and character of perSOIl Interrogated. 

Reiaiive to Radar Sighiing! 
- -

1. Re ri.dars operating on ground. 

L Observations of range, speed, altitude and size of target. 

b. Old target executive any tur ... ? If BO, what angle (1ao<», ete. and what radius of turn. 
If radius of turn ts not observable, how long did the target stay In tbe turn and what was Its speed? 

c. Note particularly any separation of distant target Into several targets upon approach. Track 
all If possible. 

2. If alrbOrne when object sighted. 

L Were there anpadar inductions or extra noise on radio circuits? 

b~ Give esUrnates of s\!.-e j speed, !!'a.aneuvers, et..c. 

GENERAL 

1. Teletype sequences of local weather conditions. 

2. Winds aloft report. 

- II - USB: r&D 
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3. Local filght schedules fJf commercial, private and military alrcraft n~ In vicinity at the 
Ume.. (Check Canadian activity If close to that border.) 

4. Possible releases of testing devices In vicinity sent aloft by Ordnance, Navy, Air Force, 
Army, Weather Units, Research Organizations or any other. 

6. If objeM contacted earth, obtaln soU samples within and without depression or spot where 
object landed (and then presumably departed) for purpose c1 ~ compartson of soils. 

8. If object came sufficiently near other aircraft or kncwn objects check surfaces with Geiger 
cO"'.mters for possible radioactivity_ 'Make compA-Z"isOl's w1th other unaffected aLP'Craft objects. etc. 

7. ObtaIn photographs (or original negatives) where avaUable; If not, secure sketches of: 

a. Object. 

b. Surro\llldlq; terrain wbere observed. 

c. Place wbere It contacted earth (If this happened). 

II. Maneuvers. 

e. Format\oo If objects were more than two. 

8. Secure signed statement. 

II. ObtaIn fragments or phYSical evidence where possible. 

10. Was any radio antenna to be observed, I.e., (any projectlOll8 or extentlons that might presum
ably be construed as !I\lCh). 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding Gener~ Major Air Commands, 
ZI and Overseas -

All United Stales Air Attacbes 

DIrector of Central lntelligence 

{':I-?~ 
c. P. CABELL 
Wajor General, USAF 
Director of intelligence, omce of 

Deputy Chtef of Staff, Operations 

q lal Assistant for Research and Intelligence, 
Department of State 
ector of Intelllgence. GSUllA 

, ef of Naval lntelllgence 
COlI)mandant (INr), United states Coast Guard 
ptrector, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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~OR 
FLYING DISCS •. INFORI1ATlON RECEIVED AT LOGAN, UTAH ELEVEN AM TODAY 

• 
THAT AT NINE AI': A GUARD AT THE ARMY GENERAL SUPPLY DEPOT, OGDEN, UTAH, 

OBSERVED WHAT APPEARED 1'0 BE AN EXPLOSION IN THE AIR ACC0l1PANIED BY 

A FLASH OF. LIGHT FOLLO~ED BY THE FALLING OF SILVER COLORED OEJEC1. 

THI~ \lAS SEEN AT HIGH ALTlTUDEIrIEST OF OGDEU NEAR lHE TOWN OF TAYLOR, 

UTAH. ABOUT Tr.E SA"'.E TIME LT. _OF LOGAN, UTAH PD SAli n:o 

rUFFS OF S~10KE HIGH IN TP.E AIR WEST OF LOGAN FOLLOl~ED BY FALLING OF h 76 
SILVER COl-OR ED OBJECT. ALSO AT ABOUT SMIE TIl''.!: UTAH HI GH1:JAY PATROU1AN 

__ 'AT HANTUA, UTAH, SAW A SILVER COLORED OBJECT HIGH UP 

APPROACHING TfI.E MOUNTAINS AT SARDINE CANYON SEn.'EEN LOGAN AND bRIGI'A:', 

CI TV, UTAH AND AS OBJECT NEARED THE ~lOUNTAIN IT APPEARED ~ EXPLODE IN A . 

FLASH OF FIRE. SEVERAL RESIDENTS AT TRENTON, UTAH, WHItt IS lIEST OF 

" LOGAN, HAVE REPOR1ED TO SO, LOGAN, SEEING WHAT APPEA~ TO BE ~O AERIAL 

EXPLOSIONS FOLLOWED BY FALLING OBJECT WEST OF TRENTON AT AbOUT NINE 

n:Ef:n' At-: TODAY. ABOVE INFOTUlA TlON HlMEDIA TELY FURNISHED TO OSI, 

HILL FInn, UTAH.' ANY rUR11lER PERTINENT DEVELOPI~ENTS WILL BE FURt!l SHED 

llli!:F.'U Foa lNFOrmATION. OSI HILL FIELD HAS 'JUST NOW ADVISED AI:OVE ------_.-



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Loo ANG&LES 

SYNOPSIS OF·~ ACT'8; 

HOUSTON 

3/30/49 

cOr:l!>lainant; 
Dec'emb'~ 27. l!?48 

.- .-' , 

DrrERNAL SECURITY Jl 

.," ... -. '. 
...... 

Object described by complainant as possible 1"lying disc 
determined to be a model t..()1'f tdrget or kite l"IhJcn had 
been aba.ndoned after unsuccessful tests. Portions or~ 
target positively idcntUied by L.A. 1 c. 
manufacturer and erstwhile financial baci<er as beine 
part of the model tarc;et or kite • 

. RUC 

'i'eletype from ~;ouston to Director dated 12/28/48. 
Teletype 1'rorn Los Angeles to Uirector dated 12/26/48. 
Teletype from Los Angeles to Director dated 12/29/46. 

This investigation is predicated upon the recei:lt or referenced 
teletY!'8 from the P.ouston Office advising that .. ad located 
an object in the desert near Helendale. CalifOrnia, resc~o ine a flying diSC'

t This objec~ descrihed as a flying !!isc. had been located by.._._ 
.. anti. .. of South Pasade!la. ca11foIT.ia. ap;:.roy.i- , 
r.-.a"ely or:e hundred and fifty l1iles northeast of Pasadena or about twenty .. , 
mil'ls from Lone Pine, CalL.'ornia. 

~dete~ined 
was t.raveling in AriMna 

i : ( .' 

I 

interviel! 7 

~ __ 7tr-.w.ff~~~~~~~~~_~ •• ====j_.~_~~~_~~--_---_~_~~---_==~ 
~,,,,.-,,,,"""t ... :-.-,., ,.,.: -~:--:-'~""'''''''''r-<...;:---. . .:.r:r--e.=::~); ..... -...; ~~-.-;;----':" .. """"~~--=.--7---"'~_"-',,"": .. ~."'-~ ... "'::' __ . 

• ... '": .... . ~ -. -'." .: ... .- •• _ - _"'. .. ._ ..... • - _4' _ ... _ • ;. ":.. ""'" _ .-
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L. A. lo5-LL5 

1 r. '~venuc, 
!;outh o!:l.-iect 17as 
discovered, advised :Jpecial A(;ent on December n, V1:8, tr.at 
he was present at the time the object was ate:! on his, ~ landi!li! 
!iele! near Helendale, California. ~visw that they tad ta~en scx;,e I ,., 
pieces oft ti:e .,bject and that subsequently, upon returning to Los Angeles, lJ I~ 
he had learned that ect was actually a model kite to~ target which 
had been buUt by of ~_AnCE'les. 
llr. "stated had talked to that ti:ay 
had adl'!it~ed to him having experimented tiith . object over hiS, ~ 
airfield. l:r. cad., available three of the parts of the tarcct Hhich 
he h~d secured wi:ile at the airfield. 

~ information furnished by tiro 
Agent in an interview yd th Mr. 
l:A.rT""FACTU::UG CO!.:PAl'!Y,~ Los Anee1es. The ;>arts made 
available by ))". _were exr.i.bited to lJr. and he advised that 
the JIlOdel tow targ-;;t""Or kite the for flight 
tests by hin:se1.t and Los 
l.ne.eles W, 
of the object and had originally a:-reed to finance 1".iI:I 
to develop the tart or as a toy. }:r. "'-e>.?bi:·ed t.'lat 
they Tlere ?I"irr.arlly interested in developine the cor:traption as a toy 
kite to be sold in a much smaller model; however, the inventor, against 
ti:eir wishes, had develoIJed a much larger model Which he had hoped to 
sell as a tow target to be used behind airplanes. l'r. • stated that 
since he had gone that far they felt that they should give the project 
a test and thereuxm they took it out to the desert as a precautionary 
measure. !:J'. "stated tl".at the flight test was a failure; the '!!Odd 
crashed soon after it was airborne and .... as thereafter abandoned on ti:e 
field. 

~n the absence of her husband, ~rs. 
~ .was in~er"'"ieY;ed and e>?'t . tlle.U.r",,: ~[ 
of th!, n:J.t~ ;nac,", :,vaJ.lable 0:- J.lr. ~ :.oil .. readJ.ly l.c!entl.fl.cd tJ:e 
thr£,e of a kite her husoWld had built for th~ 

.1iI ••• She advised that she also accompanied her 
to til..: l.k"ert at tl".e tilr.e the tests ",,,re made. She eX!)lai ned 

th...t· the kite had cra::hed a"d that the rnanuf"cturine company did not 
Toant to put an;)' I.,ore casi: in it so it was ,,:'andoned on the desert. 

Tt.e tJ:ree parts of the kite were returned to"'-'on I 
January 1, 1949. The Sub-District Office, I. G. (USAF)~ . '" 7(.. 
streot, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles, ~a1ifornia, was a<.ljrised of t:.e 
information contaired herein 1mrrediately upon its receipt. 

REFEP.RED UPON COl'rLSTIOl: TO TilE 07HCE OF ORIGI1; 
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MEllO FOR lIB. HOOVER 

TOLSON 
CLEGG 
CONNELLEY 
GLAVIN 
BARBO 
LADD 
NICHOLS 
BOSEN 
TRACY 
BAUMGARDNER 
BOSWELL 

Marc~ 27.1tA 
V v'" 

CALLAHAlI 
CALLAN 
CARLSON 
CARTWRIGHT 
CONRAD 
DOWNING 
EDWARDS, 
EGAN 
FEENEY 

B. L. 

FLETCHER, B. B. 
GURNBA 

(1 
FIE: FLYING DISCS 

HINCE 
JONES, II. A. 
KBAY 
LAUGHLnf 
LEONARD 
LONG 
IIcCABB, E •. J. 
IIcCABE, B. B. 
IIcGUIBE 
IIcINTIRE 
1I0BLEY 
IIOHR 

NANNA 
NAUGHTER 
NEASE 
PARSONS 
PENNINGTON 
RENNEBERGBR 
BOGEBS 
SIZOO 
TAW, Q. 
WAIUBT 
,ALL 
WHITSON 

Your attention is directed to Bureau Bulletin 1r'57. Series 1947. dated 
October 1. 1947. relating to the discontinuance ot 1nvest1gation b7 this Bureau in 
matters concerning flying discs. 

For 70ur confidential information. a reliable and confidential source 
has adviSed the Bureau that fl71ng discs are believed to be man-made missiles rather 
than natural phenomenon. It has also been detennined that tor approximately the 
past tour years the USSR has been engaged in experimentation on an unknown type 
of flying disc. 

7-
!!he Department of the Air Force has furnished to the Bureau the attached 

memorandum classified "restricted" dated February 15, 1949. entitled "l.lIlconventional 
Aircrai"t." 'lb.is memorandum is being furnished to 70U in order that all agents 
assigned to 70ur office can be infonned ot the type ot intormation desired b7 the 
Atr Force in this matter. 

As set forth in Bureau Bulletin #57. referred to above. no investigation 
should be conducted by your (Juice ~-ela.t1ve to tlj ... ...ng diSCS, hO'o1ever, the attached 
memorandUl!l should be referred to 1n secur1ng data frolll persons who desire to 
voluntari17 furnish information to your ottice relating to fl71ng diSCE:. 

EDelosure 
• 

Ver7 truly yours I 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director I 

I I. . '. .- '.' I' :' ., , .... , ,. -------NOT RECORDED 

150 I~'[l 4 1949 

.. 
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• UNITED ST.JES GOVERNMENT 

TO DIru);TOR~ FBI 

nOM 
I SAC, SdN ANTONIO 

SUIIJECT, P:1OTECTIOIi OF Vrr;.L INSTALLATIONS 
Bu:lEAU FILE 65-5S300 

! ,. , j), 
, 

DATE: Karch 22, 1949 

Re San Antonio 1ettc;r to the Director dated January 31, 1949, which outlined 
discussion had at recent nea:;l;T Intelligence Conferences of ~, OlU, OSI and 
FBI in the Fourth :~rmy Area concerning "t1nidentified Aircraft" or "Unidentified 
Areial Phenomena" .therwise l'~'1oun as "fl,y1ne discs"" "Flying saucers" and "balls 
of fire". It is repeated th<:.t this matter is considered secret by Intelligence 
Officers of both the Amy and the All- Force. 

0-2, 4th ,:rmy, has no.1 anvissd th<:.t the above matter is no\'! termed "UnconvUl
tional l.ircraft" and inv68tieetions concerning such matters reve been given 
the name IIProject Grudgen• 

0-2, 4th Army, advised on February 16, 1949, a. confermce was held at Los 
iJ..amos, N6I1 Ue..-d.co, to consider the 8CH:alled "Green fire ball phenomena" 
ll!.ich began about DecGllber 5, 1943. It was brought out this question has been 
c:lassif~ed_ nsecret" and thD.t investigation is norl the priJDary responsibility 
of the U.S. J.?:r Force, '\ir liateriel CaIIlWld, T-2. 

Dr. LIlICOLN L:. Pl.Z or the Unive!'sity of nen lleXico, discussed one siting Tlhich 
he hinseli' had made which T£.S temc;d the "Starva.tion peak incident" and des
criboo the following characteristics which indicated that the phenamenon 
could not be classified as a normal meteDrite fall. ", 

1. TherG was an initial bright light (no period Dr intensity 1ru:rGase) 
and constant intensity durine the duration of the phenomenon. 

2. Yc.llou green color about 5200 Angstrans. 

3. Essentially horizontal path. 

5. Duration about tl~o seconds. 

~. flo accompanying noise. 

RECORDIt .@J 
JE1:md 

2 cc: El Pas. (100-4562) 
2 cc: Dallas 
n ., Houston _ 
" n Little Rock 
n n Oklahcma City 

~ .. ,.... ..-
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DIREX:TOR, FBI lIarch 22, 1949 

It liaS brought out thnt since December 5, 1948 thoro have been moro th~ 
ten incidents ana.l.3gous to the "grGen firobill" above descrihGd and SOUle 
tl'enty othGrs nith miner dcvi1:.tions from tho above, It is ciso pointed out 
th~t the o~ sitines r.hioh had occurrGd seEJ:led to haVG been confined to the 
Los Al3ll1Os, Las Vegas, end '1cst TQ"..aB tr~EJ. 

G-2 Illso <:dvised th~t as of Navanber 1. 1948 .. inCo{Ul:ltion h~ been rGceived 
from higher I!illtary authoritiGs that the Air Force hl'.li advised that such 
eitings occur period1cnll¥ and that anothe.r pGriod at sitings liaS th(l'l 
imllinGnt. Further, on FGbruary 14, 1949, higher llilitary authorities advised 
that it nas bGlieved thd ultiIuateJ.,y it llould be found that the phenomena 
in qUGstion have a n~turnl GXplanation. -

It is further noted that ~.bout 7:30 p.m., lk.rch 6, 1949, what naB at first 
thought to bE: a narc lIas S6en £.ppro~t~ one-h.:.lt mile north of KillG6ll 
Bas6 in the area ot the Vital Inst.clJ..:::tion at Cump Hood, TGXD.s. and a SGcond 
n:u-e Has noticed at 1:45 a.m., lIc.rch 7, 1949, a;->prCllCimc.tc.ly thrGG miles from 
KillGCJl lJ.."\se. It hus sinco bGen concluded thnt thG fkrGs S£;.1;ll ne= IDl£;.cn 
t.ro prob~ly simil:u- to the phonomG!l<'. previously noted in tho Los :J..."'lIIOS, 
5<-:ndia Base Area although these ar6 the first sitings of such phGnomena nGar 
C2IIlp Hood. 

Th6rc· e.j>pe.:\l'S to be reason to bc1i.;ve th.:-t the abovc-mcntioned ph611om= III1lY 
be connected tlith sc.crGt ~1l6rim<;l\ts bcing conducted by some U.S. GovGITllIIC.nt 
~Gncy D.S it is b6licved th.:-.t the UnitGd Stdes is farther adv!lllcCld in guided 
missilE; dGVGlopmont thnn any forciot power. 

Although the pri.rnm-y rGsponsibility for invGstigating such matters is now 
1I:ith th6 U.S. i..F. Air llatcriGl CQllIIk"\lld, G-2, 4th Army is.still intcrGstod 
in being·lldvised ot !mY further sitings ot such phcnamc.nn which might be 
obssrvvd. 

- 2. ... 
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• UNITED STi • .J~S GOVERNMENT 

• DATa: l~arch14. 1949 

PURPOSE 

The approval of the EXecutivesConference is requested for the 
attached SAC letter furnishing to the field the type of infonnation 
desired by the Intelligence Division of the A;i.r Force in connection with 
the captioned matter. 

BACKGROID!D 

you will recall that by Bureau ~lletin 1157, Series 1947, dated 
october 1, 1947, the field was advised that effective as of that date the 
Bureau had discontinued its investigative activities in connection with 
flying discs. The field was advised that all future reports concerning 
tM.s matter received in t.he field should be referred to the Air Forces. 

Colonel Air l~at.eriel CQuman<i, 
ruclear Energy for the Propulsion of Aircraft Research, Oak hidge, 
Tennessee, has recently and confidentially advised the Bureau that 

I 
flying discs are believed by the Air Force to be maD-Clade missiles 
rather than some natural phenanenon and that as much as four years ago 
it _s learned that some type of flying discs were being experimented 
upon by the Russians. It. was further determined fran hat. 

'

most all of the flying discs seen by persons in the United states approached 
tnis count.ry from a northerly direction ano returned in the same direct.iOll, 
inaicating the strong possibility that they are co~g from Russia. 

'!'be Depart.nent of the Air Force has furnished to the Bureau a 
sufficient nwnber of copies of a memorandum dated ~b~l)' 15. 1949 captioned 
-Unconventional Aircraftn which can be furnished to our field of1ices. 

I ·~ ".' >. . - I G () -'--~;- "J ~ "Y 

STAT15 RECORDED· /6 
At t.he present. time this Bureau is conduct8'IllAllo2ullli!4ftigation of 

ir..fonnation. received in the field relating t.o the caPtion~:. atter • ./ ... 1·i!. ! 
~~. ~Ii\:" . J 

aEoo.~~!'.NDATION -. =\ .... ...-. (l'! ':,.:.. l! 

; 
.'-.-

It is rccQal1lended that the attact,ed SAC letter and Enclosure be 
forwarded to the fielo to advise them of the type of questions to be asked 
or persons who voluntarily submit infonuatior. relative to "flying discs." 
Although no active investieation will be conducted by the ~eau, it is 
believed that the captioned matter 1s of sufficient iJnportance tv the 
internal secuIity·of the country that our field offices should secure as 
auch information as possible from comfhinants in order t.o assist the .. ~~. 

I- 1· • 

:~~~ttff;thQ Aif9,,~\ce. • I . ~"I' S< ___ 
Attachment If' II' r--~ 

.... . 
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UNITED sli}ES GOVERNMENT 

TO J.nuc.r:;- 31 1949 
DATI: J , 

PI.OIol ,s,'!:" s,.N ;JITONIO 

~r:J. 8PJ177 
.. t recent ~iee!d.y Intelli.:;ence C.:>nfGrenCeD of G-2~ DtII, OSI~ omd F.~.I., Jp-
in the Fourth :.rr:ry •• rl>~, O~ficers or G-2, Fou:-th ".roy h.:.v~ dit:cu:;s"c! t..'1e 
I.e ttl>r of" "Unidl>ntifi6d :.ircrdtn fll' nUnidentified ,lericl Phonar,l6ru:l" otheruise 
::nOtJl ~s !nF1"~..Discsn .~"F1~ S'.ucer:;" £'.Ild II~S of Fi::-e". Tl:is =tter 
As. _<:~ns.j,cfeXf:.~~£s_~c_~e.~ :07. .iA.~~~li~n:c.e~~O.f.f,?,c.f:.1:1! .0/', R.~t:~ .t}\.c. 1::-:7. £A4 :th~ •• 
:"~. !_:J .. r!?e..s~ • 

It is _11 !:na.on th.".\< t.:,el'6 r.c.vc 0,,611 durin::; the ;:l<.zt tno ;-c.::l·S re.'orts frca 
the vcrious p.:rts of t:,6 count~- or the sit;htin::; of uniGGllt.ificd .:.cr~~ 
objects nl:ich h,,-ve bECil c.llcd iil nC11s;J~.?Cr p.. ... rlc.nce "f1~L"1C cliocs" .:nd 
"fl,:'lnG s~uc6rs". The fi::-st such si.:;htin.:;s r.cre u;x>rted frow ~\lGclcn, £'.Ild 
it .. ':'5 thou.:;ht th.:t the object:;, the Il<".ture of I~lich \"I"S unknOl"lll, i.rl.r;ht h.:.vc 
or~~ted in ~ussiz. 

In Jul,' 1945 <:n unidcntifioo aircr<.ft. tu.s "sl>6O" b;- an z...st.ern :.irlines 
r-ilot ·t'.nd C:>-Pilot. £'.Ild one or utor6 ;>.sscngcrs of the E..-.st.£.rn . .irlinc3 Pl:::ne 
over ~.:>ntga.le~, "-.l~.OC.LlC.. This tircrut. u.-.s rG)o;:-t(.d to be of • .0 uncon
·.,cntiont~~ tJ'P\o, 'rlithout. ~·d.4"lCS =m~ rcsc.C1l>lcd tcnCl".:.U: ~ IIroc!~ct. shi)" :)f tho. 
t~-.)" C:e,)ictcd in co;,uc s ~ri;>s. It :':'.:? ",:'ort.ed t.o h;:,vll hoo ttindO\iS; to 
h::.vc. been Lrscr t.~.o t.he ~stc.rn :,lrlines pL.-.ne, <:n<! t.o n.:vc oGGn ~r,vcl:in& 

-' ;:.t £'.Il <:.sti=.t6d s!",e;;d of 2700 ni.llls ;:n :.our. It ..'.;,!>,,::roo out of .:. th~cr- ;$ 
hG-~d cl1".:>.d of t.he £ost.ern :~rlines ;>1:.n" ~.nd imrncdi<'.tcl:· dis~);>e;:.rcd in =.:>thct; 
cloud n=ro.,~ ntis sinS ,:>. collision tiith t.he ::.:- stern .-.ir lin"s :>1..--.oe. lto • 
sound or ~ C:ist.u:-b:-.nce 11;:'8 noted in cOMection llith thill :-.;)P~:-.FllCe. 

Durin-.. the X:it t.\10 :'lonthll v~rious slf;ht.ings of unc.;;:.-'L-.ined ;):'C-llOOcn.:-. n.".v£ 
:'ecm :-e).?l't.ed in the vicinit;' of t.ha .:.~.C. Insk.ll~.tion .:.t Los :.l~nos, 
hell L~CO, .,h~rc t.hese ;>:,CllOm.:Jl .. no-.-: <:.'pe,.r t.o 'be concei"l.t.r·-.t.cd. Durin.:; 
Dccerabcr 19l,3 .:1 thG 5t.h, 6th, 7th. 8th, 11th, 13. 14t...,. 20th end 2C,th 
lIi&ht.in!;s of un<:.Xj)ldned ;>hcnoocn. ... ,",erG Ul.~dc ne~.r Los :.1=05 by S!>llci:-~ 
':ccnts ~ the Office of Specicl. Inveztit;:.t.ion; • .ir1ine Pilot.s; i:ilit.-.ry 
: ilots, Los ;',L"JIIOS .3ccurity Ins.JIlctors, ~d ;)riv.-.t.e cit.izens. On 
J:nu~ry 6, 1949, mothcr siu1::.r objc.ct ~I.-.s si:,hted in t.he S'-i!I'; ,x<;..:.. 

~ 1:ctcoro1ogist. af somG not.Il, t'~".s been &Cller:-.lls in 
of t:le .bse.rv:·.tions n~.r Los • .l,lIlOS, •. ttGIJ)t.ill[; to 1c..".rn ch.·.1··.cter
of t.he unc~)l'-'ined ;>hcnOctco.:>.. 

u) t.o t.his tL~e little concrllt.e infoJU:.t.ion h::.S b(;:4' obt.'.in.:.d. 

Rt-,·,," I /,..? -
uv',_::.0· ·,/.1c., ..... ' 

- ~--
F 8 I 
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DIPJOCTOll, FBI 1/31/49 

Th,; .. , .k .... ve b~cn d~' ti.:I:; siGhtings r.t.ich ;:re tcnt-.tivd.:' con:;iQ&l.'ed to possibly 
resctJble the cdl".ust of sO;ae ty;:lC of jet .)ro,::>ell<ld object. iii[,ht-timc si<;htingll 
h.".ve t..".kcn the fona of light!: usu.:-.l1y describe-d .. 0 brilli~t .7(.=, si..dl."!l' 
to t. ~rew. trdfic sign'.l or {;recn neon light. Some re.!lorts indie .. tGd t.'l. .... t the 
li~ht bc,:;.-n .-nd 6£ldcd \lith ._ roo or orcngG flr.sh. Ot.:.er rc;)ort& hc.ve ~iven the; 
color ;:!.s rod, Tlhite, blu-l:i1itG, =d ;;~llmlish :..:rcGn. Tr::-illill> l~t,hts S.J<le-
t~ .C5 obsG.rYed. ~.re 3~<! to Of;. red. The s]cctrtu'U. :-.j"l.:-.1-:r!;is of onG litj'1t L'ldic.::.tcs 
tt ... ~ it .r;, be .-. cop;>er co. ,:,ound of the tve ::no.:n to be uccd in rocl:&t 
0; 'cri.:I6£lts 1'Jld ,11ich co."lctc1,y disintGgr;:!.t6s u.,on ~)losion, lc..~vine na 
clc:'l'is. It is :1otc.d t:l:t :10 dcbrio lor.s ever been :~"1min to be loc:.tc.d .::ny1zhcrG 

r::.£ultin.!; froLl the unc:;>ldnea ~,henoo=. 

Recent o:'se.rv .. tions h::ve 5.10ic:.tcd th::t th<l unidentified :-.l,c.,=m.-: tr.:vcl ;:!.t 
;. r'.te of B;le6d 6,.tiiX'.tecl i:!.t c [~'.IU.:1 of thre& niles .161' sc.coad end :\ LU..::illlUlil 

of tllGlv& ..til&s ;>"r second, or ;:!. ~'n co.1.cul. ... tcd s?eoo of seVGll .:nd on~'1cl..f 
;.riles a second, or 27,:xJO ailes {'II hour. Th£ir rqortcd course inOic.:.te.s th.-.t 
the:' trcvcl on <'.l1 r.-st - ~:cst li."1e :Iith ;,.ob,.bility th.ct the;- •.• '?l.'o • .c;, from 
the; !!orthem .1U.Qrcnt, ':ll~ch ~:ould be the kst st.".Le 0:: the i..;,·eL.t circle routa 
i.i the:' ori,:;i.n..,t6d in Ru&si.~. ~.bon observed they S;;'c.:! to be in levGl fli:;ht 
'.t-. tei.;,ht of six to ten :illes L.Jld ttus tr:.velin,:. on ~. t:'''1~el1t to the e:!.I'th'a 
sU!'~i:!.ce. The;'. occ.~sioncll:· di;) •. t the end of the j,:.th ::nd on t·:o occ;:;~ons 
::. cici:i."1itc vGrtic:.l chc.n::;e in -,r.th ,;~.:; indic:tcd. Th;;se ;)ton:uen:. h<.vc !lOt 
"".;... ::nmm to h:vc been si.:;hted, hOl;cver, ::-.t • .ny intcr.ncdi:-.te .?Ol.I1t bet~:eCil1 
:;o.osi:. ~nd Los '-~~J.lOs, but only .:-.t the end of the fliUtt to-.• ('.Xd the .::~p.-.ront 
"t;:.l'Get", n~aly, Los •• l.:rdOS. 

In every c;:!.sc but onG the s:lqe of the obj,-ctc h::'11 beal re;:,ol·tcd ::.s round 
ill ~ poi,"'lt of li&ht "i~l a clcrinitc. :'..r~_ t..o the li~ht' s sourC6. One I'G..Jort 
.;iv,;s :. d.:...:.:toncl shq,e; .nothe.' i."ldic.::te.o th:t trdli.ac liLhts r.re elon",:.ted. 
~(. lIize i:: u:lU~':l:" eo.!) •. r;;d to onc-fourt.'l thG di~leter 0; the full :n.:lon, :-.nd 
t:'C'. ;"'VG .~so ken co.:tpw cd i., size to C ;;' •. s:.ct;'<l.l ldth trcili.1C; lic;hts the 
size. of ~ ~:.scb--ll. 

CIl no occ ·.sion h-.s SOune: ;'een .... ssoci::ted dircct~· ~,ith 
ul1"".)l.·.ine.d-sounds : • .:ve beUl .e)ortcd fro.", Los '-.l~"nos. 
re.. >o.ts ':':-.ve oc= recci vcd 0: the sij'ttinc; of Ji\Illtiple 

the p:lc.nai:lc.n~., ~)\:.t 

On t·.IO occ -.sians 
units. 

030,1<' nine scicnti.:ic rC:.cons Lrc st::tcd to cr..ist t:hich indicdccl th;.t the 
?lI"nOi'1enr. o;'servcd .::rc not. due to :letcorites. Thc. onl;' conclusions rcC'.chcd 
thus f.".r ~.r;; th.'.t the~' •.• e eit:ler hithert .. unobsc;.'VGC: n.-tur<·.l phcna':tcn". or 
th .. ~ the;;' ,".re Jl1.".n x.de. ;;0 scientilic CX)CI'i..IGnts ::.re ::n01:n to exist in this 
count~ lb'.icb. could Give rLe to SUC:! phmo.dc."1'::. 
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~ th~ subj£ct of 
, 1948, Entitled, 

1/31/49 

•. Ll.-.n~,"- office 

/;7& 
3he ~-s r.rittEn ml'ny lettGrs to llilikr::- .-.uthoritiGs concemin,; her th<;ori£s 
rc,:;.:rdi.n& :;tOOlic Energy. S::£. 1'. r. ,,~,"rilly beet! consiC::ercd unrcli •. ':lle ::.nod 
:,ossibly ::Hmt.illy ~cl.<'nccd. ShG, ho~.evc;r, hLlS submitttd to lfilitmy 
authorities thG onl"v t.:leor;" thus fL!X !:n<T.!rl tMt h~ ~ crGdibi:!.ity ::t :::11, 
=e~, th.:.t the li;;hts .:>.rG ~.:nif£st.:.tions of cosmc 'rqs Ilbich u-c; dir;;.ctcd 
w".:-:d c s7Gcific ;Joint. ShE furthGl' thEorizes th:.t such r::.;:s ::t<y int",rfere 
:;ith thE i[,niUon of Jotors end ;;J.O::;; ~ccount for v=.rious unWC;l.:.inGd air crcshes. 

The :-Dove is subilltted for the confidenUd iafornc:Uon of the 3u.c"u end 
officEs to ::hich CO;oiES of t::i:; lEtter ere directG<! so th:.t thGSC o!iic-.s ~ 
cv::ul...:.t.o ;:n:r such rc ... ~o~·ts the? c..c·:j" hr.vG. rG.cc.ivcd or or.;; receive in the. fU·~Ul'C. 

I~ is not.::: t..'1;:t the r"urt!l' ;~~lw ::':-'5 the .es·lonsibilit,· of).·otccti."I,:. vit.cl. 
in~:'.:-ll.:-.tions r.t Los .~:lJOS" 11..,:: ~.:xi.co" s . ...ndic. ~~.s(.J i;e":; i:-:'xico, .::.nd C-···~ 
:,.)0:;. Tc;:as. ;.n:,' infor~lation dcvGloilcd s!lould be cx".:;d1tiot!sl:- tr • .nS111t.tcd to 
G-~, Fourth • .;~,.~. 

I:' :'.1 furi:.hc::- not.ed tr,,-t G-2 ~:: 0.5.1. arc .::.ctivcly;;n.:;:.&sd i::1 investi<:;.:.tins; 
tJ--.i:3 ..lL.. tt&r. Uo l.t."lv(.sti[;:.tion is ocin~:; conducted ~y this office. 

• 

-3-

- -" .. -



. ! 1 

• 
r-----~--~ .. ~ o , .. T-.. b ___ _ 

• UNITED, S1Al~OVE1J..N~,fBlNT_1 
··~R __ 

DATIl: 

a:r.w.:. .. __ 
>:. . .....".~,,-,--

-":t'.n..C7_~ 

"'!r .. r.,;.,. .•• _ .. _ 
1.1.<. C'!ll'a. ...... ___ • __ _ 

~~~ 

llei'ereIlCe 1s made to JCno:n-111e letter to the Dir'actor dated 1(!i.ilUa;r'7' 
1949, ent1tled as above. 

There 1s being t'oMl'arded t'or the Bureau's informatiOl1 a 

a letter from -:==:::::;:: 
Oak to Mr. • 
u. s. EneI'g7 Ccmn1ss1on, Rid8e. This letter 

1s self sxplaneto17 and revealB that the photographs foIVal'de4 
nth :referenced letter are the result at accident or purposei'd 
boe:.I: and are not actual~ photographs at a "flJ'1n8 Baucer". 

~ peraonal~ adT1sed that while the photographs 
are not real, his statemente made concem1ns the eXistence at 
;flJ'ing saucers and the op1n1ODB expressed b;r him ZlBTertheles8 
stand as preT1ousl,y stated • 

\ CCMcS:.1Jc 
65-11 

;NCLOSURE A'l'TACam 

';" \" 
, 

• 

>, ..--" 
f I ,.' " . ~ 

"Sr"C::JISt ~ .. ___ ~ _d~lII~""'.::S",---.IIl"'r<w'_-"")~;";'·""'-":-;"""""""ho!~~ .... -----Li~;;;-:~:-_=-:=-_ ';';' ~~._, ,- __ ._ ,, __ !.-_ . ___ t 
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.".. t.be aesaUn,ocmta1D!DC the Iphere, 1_ e7 .. "'e4 
_ .trons 1DoI~ Usht, 1t b DOW. that the ~.t0l1 
18 ra1M4 at that po1Dt abaft the Dor.t.l ,.l·-at the 
I 1p1ns ~.toa. ~t. 1Dd1catH tAt eIther a aro, 
at wuw. vater or a aro, at 4en1oper ri.Nolt the fIla at 
tJa1_ po1Dt aD! roUea (oq thl_ DepUTe aD! the nooae4-
1JIs -saUn. -

.~ f'vther nltetaDtlate tJa1_, 1t rill 'be DOte4 that 1I!Ma 
the tiro (2) JMS&UTee azoe place4 db 117 .1 ... rith the 
..... otr the fila .1 'sne4, tbe __ 11..& -a..u.. 1. _ 
1;1DQoQa, that 1e the two HCUODII _tela, 1M1oaUDc the 
&rot roll ... 011 f'rca CDS JMS&Un 1;0 the Den. 
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G. D. QAssr:R 
Co1oBe1. USAJ' 
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coHFliJElJrW. 
PJmlMfl 

DEP JJI'ftUH'f or 'l'II:I: ARkT 
~ USSAGE CMU 

Ilcer.IIG CLASSIlIEIl hESSAGK 

P AlIAPHRASJ: lIO'f RE~UIJOO) 

hcs: co It1rUand AJ'lI Bew kex1co 
: 

to: Chief of Staff USAI' attn Dir of Special InT .. tigatlone 
Officer of the Inspector General 

051-1_90 
. 

Reference praTioue reporh, eubJect; unknovn, aerial 
pheno&eDA, file number 34-8. Si&bting of identical objec\ 
repor\ed a\ 2455Z 30 Jan 49 b;r aprx 30 people. Eatimate a\ 
least 100 total aighUnga. AEe, US'IIP, 4th Ar~, local 
cOlWll&lldera perturbed b7 implicationa of phenollle-. Sighting 
rapor\ed froll m. Paao, AJ.burquerque, Al&lllOgordo, Roswell, 
Socorro, and other locations. AJ.l appear to be S&Ae object a\ 
different pointe in traJeetol'7, Unle •• instructed t~ contrar;r 
thh orfiee wUl -.lte all out innstigation with Ti.,. \0 
location of iJopact poiDt if A7. Requeat repl7. 

AC'lIOll: 

UFO: 

Q. IX 3a:I. (2 reb 49) DTG: 312145Z 
RC 5/1 

5 (} fl~ 
~ _. 

.- ------- --. .-'-- .--~--------,-- -~- .. , 

1~ g}!'f-:J£; 
F ., 
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~ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
·.ASHINGTOK, D. C. ~ 

Date 1/2'/49 
Case References 
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.' OffiC(? ivlC1JlfJ1'S:jtlt,JJl 
~ : The Director 

FROM : (JD. lI. ladd 

SUBJECT, FUING DISCS 

Tennessee. 

.A 

• Ilo:lTEI> H,'\n GOVERNMENT 

onF. Janual7 24, 1949 

~tat.ed that be knew nothin~o~ __ en_otn~ial, nature,!l9.!l,cerning 
~:pis:,~" o~than the tact that tbey are bel1eve~~by_A..:U:,t:.oZ:tll!,],ntelijg~ce 
ott,icialll to be man-made missiles, ,rather,tban 80IJIe natural p\enolllena. It wall hb 
turther beliet that a great deal ot information has been c~iled concerning,these 
mis8ileLbY~,1r _torce intellIgerice;-and' t.hat~iesearch (1Il the matter was beine -
ext,!!!.8,i,vely done at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. h 1C. 

___ then continued with his 0Ifll ideas as to what migbt be 
the nature ot these discs whicb ideas be bad torDJUlated througb reTi •• ot those 
known tacts ani tbeoretical c(1lljectures or bimself and other IIcientists co:lcerning 
the nature ot fiyiog dillcs end methods or propulsion tor such type ot aerial 
mechanin. According to him, tl¥ing dillcs have long been a theoretical pollsib1J it,., 
and,in tact, a possJ~i+~~,'!,h1ch lIould indic<ote one or t:te best meanll by wbich to 
break through the barrierll ot the supersonic area. He stated that scienUsh .. bave, 
for'lI18I\Y 'yearll, been attempting to develop this type or aircraft. Some exp:eri
me~~!-~ion,bas_ bel'l)~~'.ven'in 'toile Un,ited sta~ea, tut insofar &8 is known,iIi the 
United Stat.es at the present time, there haVe never been an,. practical ~eveloplllents. 
Aa a secOOd-iact.cir-'ot consideration, ~ILIlt.atedth.e.t_~sorar"all is known 
to U. S. scientists, at, tbist.1me, there ill no known chemical fuel 1II1icQ_woull1 make 
POUib, 1e tremendous, range ot flight Sl.ch as is 'ascribed to the reported, "nylng I 
discs:·---Aceord1ng t~ there is ~CZlU£~~~'_ fuel ~ch could be lJ 7C. 
ut'llizedwhich is :1Jl accord ,with present, theory, ,l!Ild that ill the utilization or 
atoadc energy. ' , , ' , 

He stated that thlAJubjeet...matter_l!alL.b,eing,giV!Jn,_~~~ol~el7 no disS8l1!.i!1l1ti<l 
by th~, air force or, other military, personnel, ,and that, they had .. not deeaed it. 
advisable ,to, advis~ him ot all intormation pertaining to thill .. tjype millsile. He 
continued, however; that. in hilu:onversat,ion, with representatives at Wright, Field 
end in reading reports returned to this country by fOrElign agents, he had gathered 
together certain information which might be of assistance in determining whether or 
n~1iUles! s~called adasiles were authentic, usable and ot danger to, the United Stat • 

• 

EHIl:hhr 

1" , ,-;" I, /' 
l't,J.'.~ 

.' 
c. _ 
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He pointed out that knowledge of such a PJ:Jss:!J:1le_aircra!t...1.a Dl)t....b;r_~_I!!'».lS . 
ne.!..!!l_d .• th?t it.1!!'s )movlll. &5 .. ear,l.Y.i",f!1ur;rears ago that some type ot flying 
disc was being eltoeTi~n!<,~.(Lw1tdU)l~_~<!.~;I~,ans. In addition he said that IE!. 
recent reportLba'(o...been..r.flc!':I,v<;d . .)'rom representati"es_of' •. the, Central .In",elljg.ence 
.\8!lnc;), in Southern Europe and Southern .Asia. toP the efre~t that 'the Russiaoa.."ere 
experj,nwntJ.agJdtT8oniEd.Y~-·ot radical airc:-att or gui1~ .mis~Ue 1Ihic:b...could be 
di~!tche.d. for great distanceai)ilt over"ttie a.ea, "made to, tum in .fli~ht . and return 
t.o the base il'QiFi which it. '" as 18llncQecl. He relat.ed t.hat this 1liformati On _U 
extremel,y wort.hy ot-notic~ as eiperiments in this count.I7 have so far only developed 
to the point where we are concerned with delivering am1ssile to the required point 
of impact, et\lt~l'IO condderation has been given to imparting to that missile the 
abili'tv to retun>, He also advised that it is a known tact that the Russians .are 
;tt;;;;Pt.in& t.O·d~.Y~IOp. '.eome"'type .0J: .nuctear-er;;;gy •. that.t.he;y .receiv,eda. .1!ealtb..of 
WONation concerning p~<::l.eaJ:'.ene~ .at the tilDe of their occupation in Ge~, 
ana that tF.eYh/ije-':"&Lthei.t:..disposal a . limited 8UpplJ" ot tissionable materials; 
He Fointed out that the 1l!:!!,.sianahave .. spmB .veJ'1. capable scientish in the field 
ot atolD: energy and that, in additim thereto. they took into t.heir custod;r some 
ot the moet.ad¥enced. and ca~ble. scient1ste of the German'Natioo. 

is fOUnd~a:t:'!::i;~~t.p-a('{~ ~~p;:in~~:e:a~-fi:~es h1L 
usUilly-appror,ch the United, St.ate'i .trom,a .norther!, directim and ha.ve been reported . 

. asl'etifriimg1D-a-northerl,y direction. He advised that ncn8 have ever been-kiIoWlIl 
tocra.i1!~_~~.i).ici! !?r.d.isint.egrate ,Qy.et: _~ric'>ll SOil, but it "oUlQapPear',~iiat t.hey 
come to the United States, cruise around, and go back aver the North Pole. He 
,statea:thaf:'iiliiofar as is knollilto 'tUm there h.A:Lnever been !1!.\1...2"'~_ ()1:.a_~.esne 
ot this'type recovered trom an,. /puree whatever in order that an analytical stud,y 
or.1te· :riature could' be 'made'- He' stated ',~~, ~ reP9rt tla.s~ell,xeceived __ co!!cer.n1n8 
& collidon or ttlJl.~Jd~ISUeS..l'ith. ...n9!-~Ltll)~u~f_aH:<;ratt. Tbia. x:eport» accQl'ding 
... - ..... - _ ... _ ...... _...1 r-...._ f'I .... ,.. .......... , "_ ... t,,. ...... 1'V'f +I'V"II" ... 1 .. ,.6 • c-hn....+_ t_~MA ",.,...in,. tn thPl ,..Ann1*"t. """ ,".,LIIl, 1:aUCIo&J.~"VU ..... -vw v.".., ... ,.1""!o ......... ~4CI> ~ v"""''''' t".IOio .... V __ ....... ,.." .. .......,..- l"'" _"":" ... ~ __ ~._...r. 6 .... 

ot crumerouil dillc.!.. ~r.!JW·Un~t·~_Sjat.ii:--According to~ a Czec.holliovaki 
tr¥sport' ~~~ _~?O~edf7._~o!1:id~t!. with lS.om~ uni~entif:l,eq missUe. '!<h~e_in. .~~ 
overt.5e ocean, &rid t.hat the miuU.e....l!ll~ tx:~~rt lIere col!!Rl,e:t.~lLA~i,n1.~ted 
withQut recovery ot parte or lIUl"Vivon !rom either. 

~nc1uded t.hat. this JDatter, wQge s~~P..,pur!'lJ'_AJIIlt;.!!" 
ot ~e.s~~:Jc,,).s_.l)8Ye,rtheles8 a so~ce ~! g".'4t, concem tc? the .. militSl"J'.e st~8htmnt 
or:tnis .countr:r~ ~ advised thatgreaLerrorl,_~..!~ been ~nd"<i_!lLth_~,,~1ht.arl 
--~..I __ ..... - ~_.a.. ___ .t __ '&''''- ___ .h_ .... ft." ........ ..,. .... _"_ ... -C1 •• "" ... .:.r-;;"Mn 111"\ ~AtO'Mh';n"nl1 dRt'dd .. 
..,rv~ce JiO gt;~l!l!_.'!.l_'-" ua,t"w. 'G VA. "'JI'I:;O~g uu.. ....... .&.gt;J cu. ..... ~......-u ............. - ... -.. ----o.j -_ .... _--

whether or not an adequate 'detensecan be'established. He stated that it has given 
impetus to the research being done by the air torce in their Olm program ot nuclear 
energ;r tor the propulsion ot aircraft to develop guided missiles. /, '1 G 
ACTIOtl: - , 

., 
Hone. The above 1.a for ;rour intormation. 

, 
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bterence 18 made \0 Loa Arleelel telet1Pll dated U/29/1JJ and to 
Roa.tOD telet.,.,. dated U/28/1J3, end tne .ubsequent. t.rans.rlttal or IIDJ 
.. 1I0rt. tilll taken by Mr. -.. along 11'1 t.b several l'8rt.1 ot 7 & 
~ IUpp0ae4 n."u, duo to t.he~ory tor eu.a1natl00 •..... 

~ , .. ,.~' .. 
Since prior \0 reoelpt; ot t.l:e abO ... lteU- by the l.&borato17 the 

intormation 1r&Sobt.a1ned~wb1ch W.nt.1t1ed the nppolle4 tlJ1ng dillc U • 
t.ow t.arpt; and later' _ ~ Idte. no lIaz1l1&~lOD waa cvod:JCted here. 

u1l.. 
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UNITED S·DrES GOVERNMENT 

Dire,ctor, FBI 

, Houston 

ComplaInant ~ 1{; 

AttentIon: AssIstant DIrector D.M. Ladd 

~
o he ~au'8 information, on 

an attorney wIth offIces 
ouston, Texas, telephonIcally contac 

OffIce to advIse that he had a frIend, 

matter. 

who had some informatIon on an object be i' 
a flying dIsc. Mr stated he was Ing in 7C. 
response to Mr. suggestion and as a means of 
determL~lng what authorities Id have an interest 
in thIs matter. 
employed by the 

~. in call1ng, advIsed that the dIsc, or 
, was approximately eight feet in diameter, had al t' 

tail' and wings, and apparently was equIpped for jet D 1C 
propulsIon. He stated ~ad observed thls.object 
at a desert locatIon ne~ Vegas, Nevada; further, , 
that Mr. Ilad taken some movIe film of the dIsc and ' 
that th1s film was currently in h1s possession. I' 
Immediately upon receIpt of the above information, 
~:~ m~_~ft _~e ]~"4 *,?~c:~l ... ~!e~~.'0 O,:~. ~:~+:!;1ngton . 

• 
r • .I.." ...... \"I~' J..'I;Aa.Q, 11(;1. ... lA.""" • .L ....... w Gog "Q.~ ... .L W,fiOO VA vo .... "'g~U, l 

' MID representatIve, also Houston. As a result of . 
e referrals, arrangements were effected wIth lolr. 

to his film to the Houston Office for a showl 
P.M. /48. This was done with lolessr: ) h 

and SpecIal Agent 7 and 7G 
-¢'Q>-~()., wr ter ervIng. Arrangements were then made for:), 

-,Mr. ~to again a~pear at the Houston Office on the ' 
.~. "\ morning of 12/28/48 in ord t his Informs tion might be 

""~1I""~ ton v,.1t:1n",. M,.. maldnll' his initial 
~p;;~;n~~ ~t -th~<>offlc~ surrend,ered;'h18 ~o.~~e~;:riim-which 

~ ~consisted of one 50 foot roll of 8' nan movrs.;lflTm. Approximately 
~~ \l J" V-f1fteen feet of this roll relates exc'luslvely to the pictures 

)\\ ',\Y' of the flying disc. .:. '. ' -' ' ~,6 ~ 

\ ~I}~, ,.~ . ' .-n 4j 1Y'2,:~,_~8'2{./~f1~ 
1\~CtJ;;f:, D. ;-:"T:tlTo'P.D J!! \\tctj'i";'t' ... v· V~. ]c'1 II ::> 

2'iv ~OVl8.l~"~~~,(\:'·: (,r ~ JAN 141949 
1\ ~I " -. - . , , J \t~.litj.C.\)· . 
1.1. (.. ....... s';:-.~. ,.'-" " 

... -.-- -~-"""".-:"':,.-:-~ .. -.--'-'--"'or-"'",;. ___ ;.---.--;_.."..._,.-. ".'-...... - ... ...,. •• --A. ... ..,..- --,,- --._-..-'- • _ • 
' .. 4 .-,. ..... '''~ ............... _#",-..; ... ~ ... "':._ ........ ,.-_ •..•• __ .... ... I.,-+--=- ," ~ _ .. - ..... ./' ...... __ ~,'- .... --- .. i-:.- ... .....-:- ~": 

• .. ." '. "" • .... I __ & - ... 
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o 
Director 
Re: FlyIng Disc 
HO 12/28/48 

o 

While observing the object, Mr. loted an alumInum 
cylinder which had become detached from one of the wing b 
tips and he brought thIs back with hIm as a souvenir. This 1l: 
cylInder conc~lvably could act as a rudder, a rocket 
housIng, or fuel tank attachment. Mr ........ lnltlalled 
the cylinder and surrendered it also. 

There are attached hereto tor the Bureau two copIes ot a 
sIgned statement taken trom Mr ....... dated Houston, Texas, 
12/28/48. TWo copIes ot the statement are attached for I 
the Los Angeles OffIce, and one informatIonal copy 1s beIng)) ~~ 
desIgnated for the Cincinnati Division. The original is 
being retaIned in the Houston file. One copy ot the statement 
is attached to the copy ot this letter for oratory. 
During the interview with Mr.~ Mrs. a 
stenographer for O.S.I., EllIngton FIeld, recorded the 
statement for O.S.I. use. 

Initial information obtained concerning this flying disc 
was furnIshed telephonicall~ to Inspe~ 
at the.Bureau, 9 A.M., 12/28/48. Mr. requested 
the Bureau be given a summary of the in ormation by teletype'l 
with interested offices being similarly notified, and that ~7c 
the signed statement of. be submitted AMSD. He further 
instructed that he did not want the Bureau aside tracked" in 
the handling ot this matter, but that FBI representatives 
should assume an active interest in the investigation 
throughout, cooperating, of course, with O.S.I. representatives. 

Mr.~headquarters are the District Commander, 5th 
O.S.I. District, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. On the morning 
ot 12/28/48 Mr.4Ii 3 sent a telegram to his District 
Commander giving a general summary of the original complaint. I 
Mr. ___ was unable to advise how the 5th O.S.I. DIstrict IJ 7c. 
woul~ handle their inquiry in this matter. He stated this 
could either be handled by WrIght Field dispatchIng a special 
plane to California or by having their District Commander, 18.0, 
O.S.I., San Bernardino, California handle it. He stated 
in any event it would be necessar .... r O.S.I. representatives 
to first confer wIth Mr. named in this statement, 
as being the indIvidual who initially discovered the flying 
disc and would know also its present whereabouts. 

-2-
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Director 
Re: Fl'yinj: Disc 
HO l2/28/lJ8 

o o 

indicated, maintains a business a 
Los Angeles, California, telephone 

To insure the Bureau's participation in this matter, 
SAC R.B. Hood, of the Los Angeles Office, was contacted 
telephonically at approximately 11:30 A~M. (CST) 
12/2_4 w th the suggestion he maintain contact with b 1c. 
~. ~ 

J JI-T1 

Also in keeping with Bureau inst\ouctions, the roll of L I" 
f11m received from Mr.-... together with the aluminwrP Ipjr_ . ..J' 
portion of the fuselage~eing forwarded separately to ~~r~ 
the Bureau, attention FBI Laboratory. 

GNW:NK 
Encl. (2) 

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 

CC: Los Angeles (Encl.) AMSD 
Cincinnati (Encl.) AMSD 

FBI, Laboratory (Encl.) I 
Package 

-3-
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o 
Houstoft 6 Texaa 
Dec. 28. 19~8 

, - ..... ,,-- ~ • \ , .......... " ••• ~ ......... "- •.••••• ~./,~.. £., 
•• 

" .:_._ •••••• _, .••.•.• ~ ~ ., ..... L- ," - _. . .... '-.- . -. - .... - . ' .. 
;t· ........ ~.. '.. ~ t- l' ••. 

. I~ ..,. ~Ce1dlng ~ .. 
•• ~) Housto .. n.... the followIng 8tatel!:ent to 
Spec1a1 Azent~ and~ • » 
representat1 ot Spec1a1 InvelSt1gat1on~ '1 
Ellington OSI and /!J C 
Spec1a1 Agents ~~~~~~~~~~!!~::::~~~who~~~ .; - .... ~I ,lqj.0.lt~Q..J~!tA.MQ: '--..... 

nye8 .. ~gatlon. , 
-"." 

6 P.K. 
Mr. another 1nIll1~ name recall 
and I dinner at Old V1rglnia Inn, Loa An,"&1ea~ 
Cal1fornia. After cUnner we went back to Mr. ~ 
electrical manufacturing company whloh he owns and operate. 
in Loa Angeles, CAl1fornia. Mr. a told us about aeeina 
• tly1nc diac and w. made an appointment to leave earl~ 
the next aorning b~ car~ With our camera., to so to the 
location of the dl.c. Kr. -.was detained at .ome 
prIvate aIr £Ield 80 we dId n~eave untIl about 2 P.K. l 7' 
on December 7. 1948. We arr1ved at the scene or the 0 l.I 
flying d180 and took pIcture. ot the d18c whIch wa~ atlll 
171ng around. Mr. • ~ook about 10 teet o£ 16 DIll f1lm 
and Mr. -.-took t1ve or I1x ahota w1th a Speed Graphl0 
Camera. lfe noticed that the t1rst three ahota were taken 
when the adapter on hl. lena vaa e10nd too llUe~ I 
don't knOW 11' they turned out all right. Mr.~·· 

. . ·;uggeate4.-1 hold'th. tl711'1& 41&0 'IQ) &DC! rotate:J.t· aroun4 
• an~ he'~llf tan lilY~lctu~'w1th lIIYea~xla;·-A.n·leri'.·.·_.'" 

taking the pictures. we pstchea the fence ot' Mr •• 
propert~ where people had been cutting the wIre to get to 
a road. We lett and then drove baok and had dinner at 
Eaton'. Inn and they took me back home to Hollywood, 
Cal1t'ornia. 

I would l1ke to reCite that I lett Houston, Texas 
11:30 A.M. on Sunday, December 5. 1948, tor Cal1fornia by 
plane and tlcw to Hollywood. CalIfornIa on a commero1a1 
p1an~ on businells mattertl. On arr1v1ng in Hol1:ylfood~ I met I 
Mr • .-.In Hollywood on Monday. December 6. 1948. and IJ 
at that time he told me about the flying dIsc he had located. 
Se ltated he had gone to .. Las Vegaa b~ hia personal plane 
and aaw the dlac trom the ."r on hl. WIly baok.· 

. '. 

· l .. p---------------------
.) . ---.-..\.-- ..... ----:---.. ~ ...... - " ........ "",'- --- -,.;:--" - .-- - -~ - --- ----~; , - ~. . _.- - ~. • .-... " ... -" .• -;~ .:."--- .• -~ .... ~ .• /'#.+- .,. .. ~ ...... ~ ... ~;....~ a •• ' ....... _ • .. .. - ..... - ... • .. - , '- ·.a . _ -. 

~ • • _. , • #. ". 

~ ... : . . ~ .. . ... - '. - .. 
i .-.. ~ 



, .. 
, ? 

• -. I 
~·.l 
co' 
-, 

: .', . 

o o 

. '" On December 7. 19~8 .e .ent Ollt in Jbo. ~ 
-.rcar and plclced up hla wite and lett hls hOlle In'"' 

South Papadena about 11 A.M. We drove out to an alrport 
where hia plane wal about torty lI111es troll Pasadena ore 
he •• s having the plane repalred. He wanted to be sure 
the plane .as on a truck betore we lett tor the destinatlon 
where the disc .u. In mak1ng th1a tr1p, we proceeded 
out by a race track and pasaed one of the Kalser a~.eel 
.orb and the Virginla Dare Wine Orchard. I would ",... 1C. 

~"""',",' ...... -'!.~tDt dll'jt£tbJl9rtb _C?r..llorth~a8t tro. Pasadena .. · ;.. .'. 
call1'ornIa. lle"arove"£1iro\i81i , t~nll1f'~~O"(~--' 

: (phonet10) and followed. road throughaome aounta1ns and 
through a amall desert. I would estimate the dlstance tro. 
Pasadena to where the dlao .as tound to be about 150 miles. 
The terrain in wh1ch the dlac waa found oould be described 
as tlat6desert. and desolate. 

t .ould like to explain that JIlo. -...haa 
private -)lJ'Opert,. (an alrport whlch he purchaar'frolll the 
lonm.ent) right bJ' the location ot the dlao. 1Ir • .-. 
thought the dIsc migbt have )een launched tro. hia airport, 
but whether that .as It or not - .e don't know. Mr. ~ 
aald he uauall,. rlew at an altitude of about 8,000 teet 6 . 
and, ot, course, he tlew lower 1n aome apaced. He dld not 7c 
mentIon hla altItude at the tl .. be tirat aaw the disc. 
!be diao waa located practIcally ~t outs1de hia propertJ' 
aneS •• were &olng north. eo 110 .ould be eut ot his pro~rty. 
Be has about 900 aorea. 

+ .: " .#'.' .-

"'.", When w. arr1Ye4 at Jbo. __ property, w ..... 
,~ 12180. O'l" ,nrtn& w1DS.' and 1t n. OIl the ~ -In •. f: b 1 
a~id-vertlcal po.ltlon~ - approx1Jnllte17 •. _'<de~ue engle.'; C. 
w1th the lert wing imbecH!d in the ground. In 10ok1ng at 
the ground, It appeared that the Object had hit the earth with 
considerable torce and had alld 300 to 400 teet. It was 
dente4 but was generally intact. I think the pioturea I took 
with a Revere 8 IlIII camera quite •• 11 show the torm, shape 
and a1ze of the "winS.· I am 5'7· tall and in standing next 
to the object when It waa in an uPright posltIon6 It was 
sl18htlJ' higher than .,. height. I would .a7 It was roughly 
I.ven teet 1n diameter. betore crashing. 

Oft eaoh alde of the object there were w1nga 
approximately tour teet b7 twenty inches and three 1nches thIck 
wIth an axle that protruded through the diac and into the Wings. 
It was lIOunted on ball bear1nga eich the cUso l'Otated on. 
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. !he d18C ~elt was approx1lllate17 two teet thick 

in the center. tapering to a feather edge at,t}leer1lll. On 
the outslde ot the disc. near the r1lll# there were tunnel 
shaped cups bradded on and these wore spaced all around 
on both 8ides. each cup be~ approximately twenty inches 
apart. '!'he openings ot these cups were to the rear. The 
d18c Itse1t' vas natural alUJDlnuq with nO paint on It except 
ot the type' of alUlll1nwa which vas 2" S. i'. and 'it bore th18 

,- .' .t8Jllp.:,~~' W1ng~ were pa1nte4 a 7Gllow·lreen camouflage '. . 
-:·~AO~""::;"--d·":i...~r··;,;",·;\~'::,·-,,,;,s~':·""·""-j·'~,:Il",·~",,,::,-i~ ':::..;~<' ", ,:'\ ,,~ .. ' .. _ ... . 

-- ••• __ I. _ ' -_ .... de .. 'i e ....... ... 

'!'be wing has a leading edge similar to that ot 
an airplane and tapeM to the rear to a teather edge. 'nle 
w1ng was ribbed throughout with a1UJD1nuq r1bs tor substant1&l 
atrength. Each wing had a 811D1lar rocket cartridge on each 
Up tutened b7 two bolts. I had one ot the w1nga 1n my 
posae8s10n and bave turned 1t over to the proper authorities. 
'l'he cartridge on the one I had waa apparentl7 knocked ott· 
1nthe orash.· ., .', ,. '! . . , ~ .- , " "" 

. ,.;, " . '!'bere were two atrut bars attached approdJDatel7 
twenty inches t'rOlII the dlao leading to the rear with an 
elevator. Also. the two struts protruded toward the tront 
with something attached. a weight or some tOIl s1stelll, Which 
vas during the crash anchored 1nto the ground and bent 
and we could not exactly determine how It vas Weighted or 
oontrolled.I would say the elevator was approx1lllate17 
tventJ'-tvo inches long and about 5/8 inch thiQ)c nth a slight 
taper to the rear and probab17 ten inches Vide; The atl'lrta'\ 
extend1ni!: t'rOlIl the' trailing edge ot ~ "ing to the elevator 

r '-' ... re aade-or 5JA inch .teel,tu~.'i' 'l'he dl8O. 1Jl be1nC ,../-',f 
i .01. .. lUted. r ·wOUl.~Y:r.;cfge ··to We1~ t'roli'~tl)'lOO ·Poun·~.' .,,""'.- . 
! With respect to the pictures taken, I took 

approximatelJ' 15 teet or colored 8 mm tl1m. 

'nle dIsc wa. built where they had the proper 
equIpment to do the necesaar7 work because they had to have 

welder and building equlplllent to Ilake the dU'ferent 
I I\dd that 8111 an instl'lment \IIIlker tor the 

and have a generally good 
..... ,,....L work. There was nothing on 

the obJect to 1ndloate Its origin, whether AmerIcan or fore1gn 
alee. It would ap~ar, hovever. trolll the aluqinUII,workmanahip. 
eto. that it probab17 vas American aade • 
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, 'After we tin1shed tak1ng~lctures and CUscu881ng --. 
the obJect among our8elves~ Mr.~exPressed an intentIon 
of obtaIning a truck and hauling the obJeot to hl. ehop. I 

::.;.n::J::{ ::/~!. a:~:l:h~~:ic~~;l~a:~~jj ~; ~~I:~e~here 67 e. 
our observat10n and p1cture taking at approx1mate17 5130 
or 6 P .... on DecellJ)er 7." ". '. . . " 

.- ,- .. : ...... !.i .. ~ :;':i':.r"-.~:.· i::'," ( " ',.";. " .. 'A~':: ,', ', .. ~:.':'. '.~~ '". '-:, ?",: ::' . ~., ~. ' .. 
. ,~,,:~ .... ~~~.ponae to Mr; Db- 2.1nqu1t7. there waa np;./ .' . 
. '. . 1'4010 equl.pmen~tlfron th :ec t' m en., ,~rJhi.tAt-oP.ro_;K.4'01(J ..... o ..... 

We returned to Pasadena. C&lltornla l that evening 
arrlYL~g in Hollywood about 9 or 9&30 P.... I took 80me more 
plotures that night along Hollywood BoulevaN on the unrinishec! 
roll or tll.a and then wetn over the Chinese Theatre and took 
• ploture ot the a1Snature ot George Ratt anc! finished the roll. 
I bOUSht anotbl!l' roll ot t11a. and took them to the Eastman Kodak 
CompanJ ~. followina MOndAy whieh woula b. December 13. 19~8 • 

. U I recall. th1a Eaatman abop was on Loa Palmu Street 1ft 
LntI Angelea. calitornla. The7 1ntormed me the7 would deTelop 
the tUII and that it would be ready On ThursdaJt, I lett 
Callfornla on Wednesday .~he7 Dalled the tl111 to me at ~ . 
business address. Houston. Texas"7£: 
X receIve4 theae t11ms on December 23. 0 

Atter ., return trom Cal1torn1a I mentloned to •• v.r~----
o~ ~ '!!u='lnaa: .1'\41 !!B~"!!!!,! aonuatnta.W'!IC! •• 't}ll...!lt ! had seen ..... 
obje.t. a dislor saucer or whatever 70U ~t call It. an4 
told the. tba, I bad taken pioturea and would be glad to show 

, ~ '" . Ule. wen the pictures anlneS.' All atated; X recdved .the , 
. • -<;. fila on ])ea'-.r 2'3 and at 1,30' ...... dak% aowed,' 

> , the 1m to lowing, 

whose names 
8Iel1 work in the instI'Ulllent shop with me at 
Comp&ll7 •• I alao showed the filll to Ill' broth,,.,. .• i 
ot Pasadena. Tex.a. at home on the tollowlng night. 

On ChrIstllllla Da7 I met ao_ triends and one ot the 
e!rle waa with • 70ung b01 who waa interested in photography. 
I do not know hia name but he woro at S'>uthern Pac1tI0. I told 
him I had sOlie pictures ot ~be tlying d1sc but X dId not show hta 
the pIctures but explained the dllo. X think th1a bo;y la the 
~raon who bad h1a I'rieneS at the newapape~ oontact ... 

-\-



I .. , 

> 
~ 

~ -;. 
, r 

o o 

I got hOIll8 about 10:30 A.Jr. and-.. 
ot the Cit)' Desk at the -Houlton POat- ca.iled'iiieandWante4. 
to know about the dUe. I told h1ll I oould not ely. h1Jl • " . 
arl7 1nformation on it. He begged me ror the ator,y. but I "7 
told him I would let h1ll know and that I had friends I b ( 
had to contact betore I couldglv. ~ any 1nformation. 

I then lot 1n touch wIth Jfr. lIl7' 1 
la1qer. the rollowing morning and asked blll 1r he knew 0 (, 
arqone in the P.BZ. He ItateeS all the FBI per80nnel he blew 

---'~" _erA DO 'ong," .taUoQe4here. ' I thencontactecS the 01 
, a.n4 turned the ma teria"l.""""OVer t& tlr'li".- - --.- me ...... -~ __ _ 

Although I can't delcrlb. where this object 11 
located, I believe I co~o back to It and I am lure 
111'. _ and and Mr ... could go back to it. 

addreas 1a_ 
•• AYenue, South I 7C 

.Co!IIp8~/'" IJ ," 
OrillA . ;": ..... . , " .. , 

Pol' record p~oae.. 1n taking the picturel above 
retei-red to. I cUd 10 using exposure or 16 rrame8 per aecond 
at a d1apZuoap opening ot t6.3. I used :etne-Xodak I:odachrome 
fila. 

Vitnenesl 

Representatives osl. BIlrng£on FIeld, Texas 

,. . . . '. 

J'B1. Houaton, rena 

, 

h. tr-----_'-_-______ -5_-______ _ 
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Office MemOr~dum · 
: ,--' v·' <. '",.~ 1"0 
" -, - , 
~ ~ i ./ AnON •. -SAC 1mOXYILI.E 
(!,:;': ~X I J 
, t·, y~JECT: "'-{.filING SAu:~n OBSmvm omt t t: , '" - OA!: RIDGE AREA ' 

',' ,:,_':,' :IlfmUiAL ~~ - X ..J,~ • I I) - 1'1J~ ,(, __ 
• ~~ y~ ",f",1 (V(\-1, t···· --c-:-r .. 
~ J;_: ,l ....-'\ 1\-: r ........ - , ....... - . - -. , '; ~."~' ,. 

'. t'" -1 There are beiDa BUbn1 tted brevi th tvo photographs of re];.utEl~~~!li~aEr:::: 
: l' : saucers"wich vere seen at Oelt lllcJee, Tennessee, sOOletime durlD8 

, inf'ormatlon contain"'" in this vas received f'raII ••• iIi! 

I
;,~;:! At<D.1o Ph«rQ Ccmu188 ..... ~ ........ ___ ~~ 
-.,;j. ; I Air terial C<mnend, Un1ted.Statoa_" 
" ' arDI;7 technioian at the ~~~Q~fOl" the Pro- 1 L 
..... ' _~ Center at ~ lllcJee. Tenneasee. 

t 1. -• , ,I "vised that the attaohed pn-o+~phs vere ~ b. -
fl' :' ,1 /, n J~ or l~7. lie stated that intarviev -;ith evealed that he 
, L ~ photographs or ius fam1l.7 in front at hi" resIdence at_ 

..-. Oak llicJee. Tennessee, late in the afternoon. won he looked 
:' 4 into the sl<y and obaernd the yapOl" trail as exhibIted by the photograph muDbared ;' I' . ! "1." • stated that he took a snap or thII1 trail, Vas v1Du1l6 - the tUlII to t ~;':i the next number, won he looked into the Blq and" observed the ball or t1re all 

; -'! IIbOll1l in photograph 2. Upon observ1ne the unusual phonanem, he used hill last C. 
J • ! 

~ I' ,t,'. which Is--alIIo beiDa eubm1tted herewith to the Bureau, the prInt vas T6r7 1nd1s-
• .; t1notLthe neva story did not oontain IUQ' !'actut\l 1ntarnation; 8Dd it -. regarded l,l', i ' ._s~~ ~i~ ~~U~110 at the t1.me all a :.vse:';..)le triok. 

f"~ r - ":-' later. It vas learned b1 that •• !!II_ 
'" bad J!lBde several copIes ot this photograph and had distrIbuted them _O~ his ['1 f,' 'f acquaintanoe.8 at Oak'llidge, Ternnesslle. t1pa:l ftnd1D8 that the C 
, .:, photographs had reoeived aome distrIbution, he requested &II Jlead at -
-,' the_ to recover &II lIIaIV &II possible or ; l' l·~....;the Photographs, ~ersoDB In woae possession the~ vere taurA to ~ ~ 1 (, 
~ -; p... nothill8 to 1UQ'0ne ()(Jloern1ng them, and 12..r~~ ~he sa~d photographs_to him .. 

. 

;;."l:'~', _'~_',:ll _t~_~~S:OD ~th~ ~~S~~s_1J.r Foroe !ii~e~~~e~~e~:~ .. _~~~ __ ~~~ ;' ~. • I aaTlsOB tna.lO he sucoeeuea 1D roun<U~ up -rour OOpl.lIOI OJ: -weB" pno~.pwo. 
and that, aCQOl"d@ to::; 8tatements no more copies vere made or 
dilltributed. ther stated bad appeared utremel1 cODCsrned 

; -:' over the mtter lIeeDl$d to bll quIte that the mtter should be siven 
"'I no more publloity than -. a'beolutel1 neoess~. also advised that he _ 
" ,--t studied the nesatiT6s f'rom which the reprod, uotlO1lB vere made. 8Dd appeared .Q t, .~i to. be authentlD in that trIck photograp~ should baTe been apparent, fran the vr~ 

,:_ ; 4', i J RECOiW -~ I '-~ 1} t'VJ -xS~c 
l' ( ':"~~?~,}r~~oaro.:': ~>,:.~l /Akr' - ? ~ 

, ;-- . ,. 
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negatives certainl,y did not appear to be· the case. It wa~ 
observation that had the negative been -doped" wIth some Bort of chemical, It 
would have removed the emulsion from the face of the tilJu in such a wl!1.:1 that 
the negative vould have been thin at the point which Is supposedlJ' a ball of 
fire, wherea.B, In ract, both the vapor trail and the corona of fire are dark 
on~e, indicati118 that it vas an actual exposure. It vas the opinion 
~that the photographs were, without doubt, authel}tio. 

In accordance vith 1lureau instructicna, no ~ct1ve investigation of 
this matter was made, but it vas deemed adv1s6.ol.8 to interv1ew~ 
prior to submitti118 the photographs to the 1lureau. 

__ .. __ ~~~~!:.f~.~!!.. r~"::~~~~:~~~ft ~ .. ::~~~_~~ra" 
ur -vtlVO'''"J uuao"' ... .:::;o UJ 'D\lQU~. ~v &,KII .... 110_ "~"U...LUO ..., ... ~ "' ...... .&. ...... u. ... ~v ...... v 

conoern1118 them, other than the tact that the~ vere believed b~ air force'" 1 L 
intelligence officials to be man-made missiles, rather than s~ natural 
phenomena. It vas his turther beliet that a great deal of informatio'1 bad been 
C<lIIIpiled concern1ne these missiles b;r air force intelligence I and that research 
on the matter vas beins extensivelJ' dODe at Wright Field, ~n, Ohio. lie also 
expressed the'opinion that information at the disposal of tb)j"United states A:nq 
).tr J'oroe Intelligence had, in all probabllit;r, been made available to the 

.~ /Burea~ ~t Waahinston, D. C. . _ . 

~ I .......... ~&. I then' continued With his own ideas as to what might be 
• . the nature.pt these discs, which ideas he had foI'lllUlated through reviev of 
3 'those known facte and theoretical conjectures of himself and other ecientIets 
~ I concern1118 the nature of tlyine disce and methods of propulsion for 8uch t;rpe 

, of aerial mechanism. According to""'!!;", tlyine discs have lone been a theoretical 
-~~poeaibnit;r and, In fact, a possibili~ which vould indicate one ot the beat 
~.~~ means b;r which to break through the barriers of the supersonic area. Scientiets 
~ . have, for man:r ;rears, been attemptine to develop this t;rpe of aircraft. Scae 
.~ . experimentation has been done e':en in the United States, but Insoi'ar as 1. -s -known in the United States at the present time, there have never been any .• h 

practical developments. All a sllCOnd t,!c;t9r pr cOJ;)8ideration, . 7e 
::} stated that insof'ar as Is knO'oln to U.· S; scientists at this time, there is no 
~, known chemical f'uel vhich would maks possible trellltlJldoWl range of flight lIucb 
.. as 1= ascribed to the reported "!"l.,-1ng saucers. n There Ie opal.T Y:!t!6" poss!ble 

tuel which could be utilhed which i8 In accord w1 th present theoq, and that 
1. the ut~.l1,~ation ot 8tom16"lIlIergy) As further evidence of this possible JD8!Ul8 

of proP
d
lilllion

1b
, j _ ball _# rca ill ahittehn~:olltatotethemi:~POt rg1tr&ll and galdse;,!. . 

'" corona escr "'" 8S a \n re, v c ... II S .,... VII some liven 
, to the tact that a radio-acilve field is preseni. Be explained that. t~ coroM, 

or exhaust, has what appears to be la;rers of 1ntens1t;r vhich are circular rathllr 
than elongated and have no tendenc;r to trail ..... the extremIties, as would be 
the case if a normal t:rpe of exhaust from a oombustion engine vas being utllhed 
in the propulsion of' these aircraft. He continued tha'tP"the vapor trall left. b,. 
the missile appears to be one single line of' unlfol"lll intensi t:r which i8 extremel:r 
Blov in dissipating. It vas pointed out b;r him that In the cas8 of a nomal 

- 2 -
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ftpal" tra11 being left b7 an aircrat't moviI18 at extremelJ' high speeds or extremelJ' 
high alUtudes, the vapor tra11 USU8llJ' will be fran the ving tips aOO/or tJie 
exhauet of the 8Il81nes, thus prest>nt1ng several 11nea. :BU~ ,1n ruq event, eTell 
though onl1 ooe llne were Tis1ble, it would be ~ther'quick to dIssipate. Th18 

-indicated to him that the vapor tra1l represents sane atmospherl0 change aloog 
tJ:e path of the II1ss11e, 1Ih1oh wuld not be the case were it lUI,}' presentlJ' known 
tne or aircraft. ..J~' b,J-r<1 . 

\1\ 
Jle continued that Infar'1l8tlon 1"urn1ehed by: him should be g~~ vth 

~."p.~.Jlonflden~, in thAt he was not"!J?~I18 __ o!,fIcla~ but as 6..l!.ersonal 
~tte~!?!-~~~e~t.1gD. He stated thAt the JlBtter was "beIng \~abel?lutelJ' no 

dlsselilInatlon by the air force or other 1II111tar;r personnel, aOO that they had 
not deemed it advisable to advise hiD. of all infar'1l8tlon pertaln1I18 to the 1II18S118. 
Jle cootinued, howevC', that in hi. OOIlT8r8atl00 with repreaentatiT811 at WrIght 
Field and in readiI18 reports returned to thIs COIDltr,' b7 foreign aeents, he had 
gathered ~ther certaIn InformatIon whIch II1ght be at assletance In detenrdn11l8 
whether or not these so-called III1ss11es were authentlc, usable and of danger to 
the United States. First, he poInted out that tnowled8e at such a possible 
a1rcreJ't Is not b7 ruq means nev, it having been known as ee.rlJ' as four 7ears 
aao that SC11:8 t;ype of flJ'1II8 disc 11M being exper1mented With b7 the Russians. 
In addltloo thereto, he stated that more rocent reports have been received 
frail representathes of the Central Intelligence "sene7 In Southern Europe and 
Southern AsIa to the effect that the RussIans were exper1mentiI18 with sane t;ype 
at radical aircraf,t or guided missile vhich couid be dispatched for great dis
tances out over the sea, made to turn In f11ght am return to the base fran which 
it vas lalDlched. ThIs fact 11811 extremelJ' vortb7 of notIce as experiments In 
this oauntr,' have so far onl1 developed to the l>olnt where we are coocerned with 

-dellver1ns a mi8s11e to the requIred point at impact, and no conelderatl00 has 
been given to 1mperting to that mi8s11e the ablllt7 to return. SeoODdlJ', he 
stated that it 1s a known fact that the :Russians are attempting to develop 
sane type at nuclear energr, that they received a wealth at InfonDatlon concern
ing nuclear energr at the time at their occupatIon in Germ8nJ', and that the7 too 
have at their dlepoeal tbe l1m1ted SllPPlJ' at the necesBar7 fiBsiOll!l.ble _terlala. 
Jle stated that insofar as ruq opin1on aa.~. ether or not they haTe the ablllt,. 
and scientUio knowledge to create such ' ue1eo.r-propelled III1ss11e 1s str1ctlJ' 
a _tter at conjecture, 'end that he wou '";sitate tOiIiJCe !fl,f dlIfi'n1te statement. 
Be pointed out; however, that the Russians have sane very capable scientists in 

• the field at ,atclml.o. energr and that, in addItion thereto, they took into their 
'0U8~ sane at ~ most advanced and capable scientists of the Gerlmn NatiOll. 

. Jle alao stated that a peculiar fact' concern1ne the II1ss11es exists 
fran reports he has received wh1ch is warth1 of notioe, aDi that 1s that frca 
all appearances, the7 UBuallJ' approach the United States frca a nartJier17 direc
tion and have been reported as return1I18 in a narther17 direction. Jrone have 
ever been known to crash, collide or diSintegrate over American so11, but it 
would appear that th81 cane to the United States, oruise around, and go back 
oorer the North Pole. Jle states that insatar as 18 known to him, there baa never 
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been &ll¥ piece at one recOTered traa. &ll¥ souroe whateTer in arder tJlat anal,rtloal 
.tud;r at its I1Ature could be lIIlde. Insofar as vas known to h1lll, the onl,r actual 
material which would be at &ll¥ Talue in determining ita I1Ature are teleDhoto 
photographs vbich are nOlI" in the possession of engineers at Wright Field, Da:ton, 
'Ohio. BOIl" detal1ed and hOll" olear these photographs are, he vas unable to state. 
Be stated that 0118 report has been reoeiTed CODCernins a co111s1on at theae 
missl1e. with another t1P8 at aircraft. Thi. repart, accarding to h1lll, took 
place e. short time prIor to the report or numerous discs ovar the United Stataa, 
and the ropart e:znated f'ram Czecbosloval:1a. This repart vas that a Czec:ho
sl.ovaJdan transport bad oollided with 8ane unidentified missl1e vb11e in mld-all' 
OTer tho ocean, and that said missl1e and said tranapart had been completel,T 
disintegrated withoot reoOT81'1 at parte ar surTivars f'rQII e1ther. It was the 
bellef of I 2 tJlat,thi8 mdescr1bed missile vae perhaps the .... ame •• t.1P8 
at thing ali the fl,ring aaucer y Another faotar' at nottoe, acoord1ns to 
£ , and u i. partra,ed b: the photograpbe, It would appear tJlat the missl1es 
oan be 1IIIt.1ntained at It. certain altitude abOTe the oontour at the ground. Thia 
oould be done by means at SQ118 t:rne or rad10 alt1lDeter ar radio eontroL IlI!.tn- I 
ral.l,r, the path" at the .iB~l1~ 1.·~t- ~e~t-Parill;1-to-th;-C~~~~-U-1t; b7C. 
purparted great .peed would create cona1dsrable lag in ita fll8ht. Another ' 
faotar'vbioh la warth: at note, aocard1ll6 to _ ~a that 1t 1s 
nCllWU.l,r reparted as be1118 aeen at tremendousl1 h1e;h al.t1 tudes and alva,. traTBl.-
1ns iii 6 iftra1ght 11M. Be stated. that he li1mBelt Ob&8rTed" OIl em; occaSion" • 
81ngl.e 'fApar trail oaning frQII 8~ type at aircraft at unbelleT&bl,r high alt1tudee, 
1Ih10h T&pol' tral1 f!xtended f'rClll harizon to harizon in a perfectl,r atral8ht l.1ne. 
Be observed the T&par trail. while 1t waa in the proces8 at formation and states 
that 1t vas completel,r 1ml1ke &ll¥ T&pol' tral1 he had ever ob8erTed befare in all 
or hi8 ,!%perienoe with the a1r force. It vas hie Judgment that vhatenr cr6ated 
the T&pOl' trail wae traTBllng at an mbel1evabl,r tremendous speed. Thi., tosethsr 
with reparte that when close to the ground, the Jlliasl1e traTel.e at speeds wh1ch 
-.ka possible Tisual observation at 1te actions, would reflect that there 1s 
1C!De abl11tJ to con~l the speed or these mee11ee as yell e!! the eJ:t1tude. 

6 3 concluded tJlat this matter, whl1e still purel,r & atter 
or gueasvark, is nevertheloSB a source at great concern to the mil1t8r7 eetabl1sh
.. nt at this oountr:;,.. Great etrarte haTe been ex:rended b: the BerT1ce to determine 
3\18t vbat the I1Ature at these misB11es might be and, upon so detendn1ng, decide 

, whether ar not an adequate defense oan be establ1shed. He also stated that it 67~ 
-, has giTen impetus to the research be11l6 done 11)' the a1r far'08 in their own pro-

, ,~ gram of nuclear entfiE(!;T far the propulsion at aircraft to dnelop guided II1SS1188:) 
, i Jle also adTieed that inaotar as ne know to him; there 11&8 absolutel1 DO oon-

I 
~ neotion between theee II1ss11ee and the fact that the: vere observed olose to 

:( ()all: lUaae, T8IID8ssee. Be stated tJlat th1a 11&8 perhaps, and probabl,r, a _tter 
',t at coincidence and the: vere seen in this erea merel,r as th87 vere seen in fart,'-
" dx at the fart:-e1ght statee at the United States dur1ll6 the Month at Jul,r when 

Ii:' .0 ~ r::~::::i~:::Ubm1tted to tbe lmreau tar vhateT8r Talue it 
it \ ~ be, and no further action in the IIIltter 18 be1ll6 contemplated b: thi. attice, 

~ J ~ unl.ess adTl.ed to the coo1=.l7. 

J~: jCM:bk -t,~ '65-11 J:; . ~losur8B,~ 3 -IJ-
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GOVERNMENT 

DATI! : December 28, 1948 

FLYING lJISCS 

Reference is made to the teletype of December 28, 1948. 
fro. the Houston Office. 

At 3:30 p.m., I called Sf.C Hood of the Los Angeles Office 

•• 1'ot... __ 

:: ~:fli_ 
:: =.'KIOllU'---".10) __ 
•. tnc, __ 

:: "==->.-------
... ~')O __ ., -,.....---
:::~t_ 
'hle.~_ 

:;.":r:. • 
.. n ,_._ 

and inwucted that he atterr'l't to locate IU-. • and lIr. and )[no .... -ili-_ .. secure nhotooranhs and fila in their Dossession and also , J lI.o!J4I" 
sec~ from tn~ th~ iocati~~'~r the d;s~ribed n).1~ di~~: I also \I\-IA~~(' 
instructed that JIr. Hood send out sufficient Agents to find the disc " 1 G 
aDd guard it until it could be properly handled by the appropriate Governmen !J 
authority. I also tele~oned the Houston Office and told them to send 
in the }ilotogra}il.s Or illm in their possession, t.ogether wi. tb the part which 
had been recOII'cred from the machine by the Informant Noack. 

At 5:00 p.II., SAC Hood called back and stated that all lIOrk on 
this matter should be 1IIInediately discontinued. They had managed to 
reach Ilr.. 5 and he stated that he knew all about this matter; 
that. it was not a fl;r1ng diSC, but an object which had been identified 
all a tow kite, 1Ihich has a disc center and -.dngs. This kite is actually 
made i~ Los An£eLes by the S l:arufacturlng Company. A call 
was mace to. JI who Adrpi tted mAlrl ng a 1ci te along t.he lines 
described b;i'. and they explained that they had tried to fly it 
and it had failed and they had abandoned it. 

l!r. Hood stated be did not have full details at the time of his 
I 

call, but he did have tilis report from tile Agents. Therefore, I instructed h 7/. 
that he call lIr. ~01' the Houston Office im!tediately in order that the V 
film and the part available to the Houston ·Office will not be forwarded 
tor Laboratory examination. 

HBF:esb 
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t·.} /DIRECTOR ROUTINE 

9-07 PM. 
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·'l __ .~ i FLYING DISK, COMPLAINANT. 

-- . 

I: ~ TELETYPES FROM HOUSTON AND LA TWENTYEIGHTH INSTANT. lHi~l'!! 
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THREE PARTS OF SUBJECT DESCRIBED BY 

LA AND EXHIBITED TO 

t".ANUFACTURING COMPANY, 

LA. ~OSITIVELY IDENTIfIED THESE PARTS AS COMING FROM A\. 

MODEL TOW TARGET CONSTRUCTED BY 

~IRfIELD NEAR HELENDALE, CALIF. THE TEST WAS A FAILURE, THE 

TARGET CRASHED AND WAS ABANDONED AT THE AIRFIELD. NO FURTHER 

INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED AND THE THREE ITEMS SECURED FROM 
t'\ 

LL BE RETURNED TO HI M UNLESS BUREAU ADVISES TO .... 
GdDH~T~~~E! CONTRARY. REPORT WILL BE SU~rITTED. ,. , 

HOOD RECOROED.42 i ~';:::-._.-:' J.J/I~-Ir 
. INOF)(f:O • 47 ~~ J • A ~ 

CINCINNAT~ND HOUST~\,.-~V. 'S'EP. M JAN 3 1949 
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FB~OUSTON 12-28-48 1-12 P~l CST EP :.~. . ~ .. ------
~RECTOR, SACS CINCINNATI AND LOS ANGELES U R G E N T 

I:r.! .t-... _-_ .• 

lI'. Jlk!ar • __ ._ .. 

II,. r.; ..... _____ _ 

..... -._,-,--
---' --_ .. -_._ ..... . 
RESIDING HOUSTON, CONTACTED THIS 

OFFICE DECEMBER TWENTY SEVENTH ON CAPTIONED MATIER.AND IN SIGNED 

STATEMENT TODAY SUBMI~TED THE FO~lOWING. 4I11III EMPLOYEJrAS A 

MACHINIST BY HOUSTON, LEFT HOUSTON BY COM!1ERCIAL 

,IURLINE DECEMBER FIFTH LAST ON BUSINESS FOR HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. ON 

MONDAY, DECEMBER SIXTH, CONTACTED 

BLVD., LA., AN ACQUAINTANCE, WHO REMARKED OF HAVING SEEN ON THAT DATf, 

SOME DISTANCE FROM HOLLYWOOD IN A D~SERT AREA, WHAT APPEARED TO BE A 

LA., '7 
AND () c. 

SOUTH 
• 

?ASADENA, CALIF., DEPARTED BY PRIVATELY OWNED AUTOMOBILE IN SEARCH OF i 

DISK. SMIE LOCATED APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY MILES NORTHEAST 

OF PASADENA AND ABOUT TWENTY mLES NORTHEAST OF LONE P1£U:, CALIF. 

TOOK PHOTOGRAPHS OF Dli~~' MOV~tJ:tji l!i:_~i 
SPEEDGRAPHIC CAMERAS. THE FILM WAS EIGHT~1I~t£METERS IN~~IZEL- J 

. ,,~":JI M JAr. 4 1949t! 
AND CAI·IERA !·IADE BY REVl:HE.:: D.SSK' '-Oc..o.TED DESER~EA NEAR NINE HUNDR~t.l 

ACRES OF LAND OWNED BY PERSON AS PRIVATE AIRFIdD. AD, HIS FILJl{jJ,· 

-.' \ wEVELOPED BY EASTMAN KODAK CqMpANY AT UNKNOWN ADDRESS LOS PALMAS ST.,LA. 
'-0-
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PAGE TWO 

THESE FILMS RECEIVED~HOUSTON, BY MAIL DECEMBER TWENTY THIRD 

LAST. tI!~ SHOWS 'DISK TO BE APPROXIMATELY SEVEN FEET IN DIA~IETER 
AND APPROXIMATELY TWO FEET THICK IN MIDDLE WITH FEATHER EDGE ON RIM. 

.ftBUTTING SAUCER IN ~iIDDU: AND ON BOTH SIDES ARE FOUR FOOT iiiNGS 

RESEMBLING CONVENTIONAL AIRPLANE TYPE. NO MARKINGS, NO RADIO, AND 

.~PPEARED TO HAVE LANDED AT GREAT SPEED. DISK IN COMPARATIVELY GOOD 

:ONDITION. THE ENDS OF BOTH WINGS HAD ATTACHED A SMALL ALUMINUM 

CYLINDER APPARENTLY FOR JET PROPULSION. ONE OF THESE CYLINDERS OBTAINED 
f : 1 f ~ BY AS SOUVENIR AND CURRENTLY IN POSSESION OF THIS FILM 

f r SHlILARLY MAINTAINED. SA OSI REPRE LINGTON 

t ~ r E:lEJ.J?,.:L~X.I\S,_NO.TlfIED D4C~!1ru:~TJ(PlT¥.-.sElTJ:fiI'H. _ fILM EXHIBITED 

'f THIS OFfICE INSTANT DATE AND SHOWS DISK IN ALL POSITIONS AND ARE 

t 1 AUTHENTIC. MR. OSI, ON DECEMBER TWENTY EIGHTH NOTIFIED b 7 c 
f D!STRICT cormANDER, FIFTH OSI DISTRICT, WRIGHT FIELD, DAYTON, OHIO. 
~, I 
~ ! 
t i 
" 

-- p' _ ..... - •• - --' 

'..ITH ,REQUEST THAT HE MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH IN ORDER THAT ,.. ---.r-- - -.. .... _ . ________ ~. _._-
t, ' BUREAU AGENTS MAY ASSIST OR ACCOMPANY OSI REPRESENTATIVES IN ACTUALLY 
,\ j , - --.------_ .. --'-'.- ----

• 
}~ 

; 
• ,. . ~ 

• i " 
~. , 
~ I , 

OBSERVING AND.RETRIEVING FLYING DISK. THIS ACTION TAKEN PER BUREAU 
~ -.----~-------.- ... --

INSTRUCTIONS. NO FACILITIES AVAILABLE HOUSTON FOR REPRODUCING MOVIE 

fILM OF HOWEVER, STILL'SHO'TS CAftSC .!5':VELOPED BY COI1PETENT 

~ 
..... ~ J- , 

- • - • • . , . 
, • • END PAGE TWO :.. I· . 
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f t i comlERCIAL REPRESENTATIVES. ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY OSI, DAYTON, OHIO, 

fht~_:_:~.::.:.' NOT KNOWN AT THIS "OMENT ANO IT IS POSSIBLE THEY NAY DESIRE FILM 
- FOR REPRODUCTION THEIR FACILITIES THERE. IF BUREAU DESIRES LA OffICE 

tf~'~ TO OBTAIN THEIR FILM AND NEGATIVES, THIS MIGHT 

f 1 ~. BE CONSIDERED. PICTURES TAKEN BY PERSON WITH FOUR BY FIVE SPEEDGRAPHIC 

t I:' ; ", r , .'. L CAMERA AND THZSE PICTURES SHOULD BE READILY AVAILABLE ........ FILH ~ ;t: 
M~D PART OF JET PROPULSION WING TIP BEING MAINTAINED HOUSTON AWAITIN~ } 

'I~- • 
>."" SUGGESTED DISPOSITION AND HANDLING BY EITHER BUREAU OR OSI. CINCINNATI 

< , 
, OFrICE BEING MADE COGNIZANT TO COVER POSSIBILITY THAT BUREAU MAY .. _-_..-.---- --.--~.-.-~.- .. -~-- .. -.~ .. -.:----'-.--.. -- -- - ... - . 

-f DIRECT LIAISON WIT.lL.Os~,..,))A'iTQN., AMSD LETTER rOLLOWS TO BUREAU AND 

" :=: INTERESTED OffICES ENCLOSING SIGNED STATEMENT OF 

r 
I 

I 

, " WILLIS 

i' I 
END A IN 0 PLS 

VA 225P~1 OK FBI VA LS 

~ "_ ~ CI OK rBI CI JCL 
; 
t 

'" , 
t 

, . 

; , 

." LA OK rBI LA· EDS 

DISCH 
< 

. ' 
; " 

I .. 

"! : : ~ I· . . -
.f L : 

• • r · . · . . . " • c " 
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~. (jES. GOVERNMENT 

December 28, 1948 

SUIJaCT, 

At 19'!"'oo a.m. toda;y, SAC Willis, Houston, called in and stated 
that ' a business man in Houston, .Texas, had furnished . 
certain p!Ctures taken by a b'iend ot his, 7 S ot the b 
~ Houston, Texas, and had related that J had been flying 
with a b'iend in a private plane from California to Houston and that at a 
point about 30 miles east ot Lone Pine, Calilornia, sOl:le object lying on the 
ground made a very strong refiection and they made a--check to determine lIhat. 
lIOuld cause this bright refiection. They finally landed the plane and found
an object which could be described as being 8' in diameter with wings about 
4' long. The object is about I' in thiclmoss and in the center there appears 
to be scne type or gyroscope. The wines apparently are titted with some type 
of jet propulsion. An examination lJaB made boy and his f'r1end and they 
could tind no identifying marks and took photographs of the object they 
observed. 

SAC Willis stated he had intormed Lieutenant~ ot the 
W', Ellington Field, and the Army representative in Houston, 
ot this obj ect and that would interviewed that morning in the Houston 
Oftice nth Lieutenant being present. Lieutenant ~ wanted the 
statements of • ~alcen by a stenographer and he will furnish the 
stenographer for that purpose. 

I instructed SAC Willis to furnish complete details or this matter 
by Jlir mail special deli very, including a copy of the photograph. I further 
instructed that he furnish the same details to the proper field office because 
unquestionably the Bureau would want to run this thing out. 

Atter talking with you, I phoned SAC 1I':I.llis back and told him to 
insure the presence ot a Bureau Agent at the time this object lIaS examined by 
the ~ Air Forces and that he should make proper arrangements with the office 
in California to see that an Agent was present. I also told him to advise me 
of the developnents. J ../ 

1ft 
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AND SACS HOUSTON, CINCINNATI URGENT 

'l";,",""'~'V EIGHT. MR. 

LA, PRESENTLY IN ARIZONA, EXACT WHEREABOUTS UN~NOwN TO HIS 

OFFICE, EXPECTED TO CALL ~:ORNING or DEC. TWENTY NINE. 

MANUFACTURING COMPANY, SOUTH PASADENA, CALIF. AJVISED HE 

-~ •• AND _ PURCHASED AIRPoaT IN 110JAvi-l>ESERT NEAR 

CALIF. STATED THAT IN EARLY PART or DEC. EXACT DATE 
, 

\ 

\ 

\ 

ADvISED HIM H~ HAD FOUND A FLYING DISK ON THEIR AIRPORT. 

AND 1:.1:.0/1:." TO AIRPORT WHERE THEY 

LOCATED DISK, TOOK PICTURES OF IT AND REMOVED III PORTIONS 

OF DISK, _ RETAINING SOME PARTS AND. KiEP~NG b 7 {, 
SOME PORTIONS WHICH AilE STILL It~ HIS POSSESSION ... AD.vISEI> 

THAI DAY AFTER LOCATIN4rHE DISK AN EMPLOYEE OBSERVED PA.US RETAINElJ 

3y ...... , AND STATED HE BELIEVED THE OB~ECT HAD BEEN ~~NUFACTURED 

LA._ BY 

ANCING 

ON OPEN 

HE THEN CONTACTED _ AN o STATEU THEY WERE FIN-

DEVELOPING A KITE FOR .wa;~ SALE ,. 

STATED HE HAD PREVIOUSLY GIVEN 

. . i 
• 

'-.-

ENll PAGE ONE 
I 

PERsmSSION TO USE HIS PRIvATE AiapORT AT ANY TIME. 

TOLO. TKEY HAO TA!io!);XP .. ;HENTAL K1T~S TO ~. 
RECORD~t.a_ 1 h l - {, ., ~~ -".? 

INOEXln : blS ~, B J ~':" .\ 

"OJAN 5 is~ gz-'fl 6 
tlEC 30 ",,~ t -
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PAGE TWO 

AIRPORT AND UPON DETERMING KITES NOT PRACTICAL HAD ABANDONED THE PROJEC1 

STATED HE HAD TAKEN SIXTEEN MM PICTURES WHICH ARE PRESENTLY BEING 

DEVELOPED. STATED WOULD ~lAKE PICTURES AND PARTS FROli OBJECT AVAILABLE 

TO THIS OffICE. _ DESCRIBED OBJECT AS APPROXUiATELY SIX FEET IN DII 

METER, CONSISTING OF DISK MOUNTED ON AXEL WITH BEARINGS, WINGS 

ON EITHER SIDE, TAIL SURFACE SUPPORTED ON BOOr~, CUP MOUNTED 

ON EACH WWG TIP RESEi-iaLING ROCKET POWER CON-TAINERS. STATED DID 

NOT OBSERVE ANY CHEMICAL OR OTHEJ:1 MATTERIAL IN CONTAINERS i:f:-UCH COULD B! 

NAN· USED AS SELF PROPELLING FORCE. 

UFACTURING COMPANY ADVISED FINANCEi) BY THEIR CONP~ 

IN DEVELOPING TOY KITE, THAT HAD PROACHED IDEA OF MAKING LARGE 

MODEL T~ BE USED AS TOW TARGET FOR AIRPLANES BU~ECIDED 'l ~ 
mAT HE ~lAKE ~ONLY KITE SUITABLE FOR SALE AS TOYS. II II 'IK HOlir.VB.,7 

_ ;·jADE LARGE MODEL APpaOXHIATELY SIX FEET IN DIAMETER, WEIGHING 

FIFTY POUNDS, WHICH TOGETHER WITH OTHER MODEL HAD BEEN FLOWN IN DC THRO 

TO PRI VATE AIRPORT OF .RsolJU. _ AND 

COULD NOT RECALL EXACT DATE, BUT __ STATED *'f IT 

~~S IN EARLY PART OF DEC. .....STATED DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED IN 

FLIGHT OF KITE, AND THAT IN VIE'" OF SIZE OF LARGE MODEL IT wAS NECESSAR) 

TO TOli IT ~EiUND PLANE TO OBSERVE FLIGlIT. STATED MODEL CRASHED AND'" 

~~D _BANDONED EXPERIMENT LEAVING AIRPORT WITH _ RENAINING BE· 

HIND TO CONDUCT FURTHER EXPE:lH1ENTS. • STATED DID NOT KNOtv' THAT !VOL

FERT HAD LEn THE LARGE MODEL AT THIS AIRPORT UNTIL ADVISED 

EN,j PAGE TWO 

"·1 ~ r 
'.,. j ~ ..... - -~'- .. - ... - - ,- - ~ ..... -- - - ... - - ~ ---------:---
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THAT THEY HAD fOUND THE OBJECT. CONTACT WILL BE MADE WI 

AND TO SECURE PHOTOGRAPHS AND SAMPLES. 

HOOD 

END 

A IN ORDER 

PLS 
A 7-45 PM OK fBI 

HlCBVUlfltVHBH 
iG~R OK fBI HO UICF 

CI OK FBI CI J!i 

CIse 

-

WASH DC • .iii 

BUREAU WILL BE AJVISEJ 
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Be: 

c FEDERAL BUREAU or INVESTI"~!~~ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTItENT OF JVCB 

J:.!-:-X': .. Di~l) 
9/22/48 

project "SIGN" 
E,.Y.alldna tion of Soil e 

Laboratory lork Shee\ 

rUe I ~ 62-83894-146 V' 
r _.. • PC-2J142 CO .... ., .. 

• COIDlilandine Genera.l, Air loiaterie1 Command, Wright-Pa.tters' 
Bxamlnation requested 117: DI U Base, Dayton, Gbio Attention: :.ICIAXQ-) 
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H~DQUARTERS 

AIR MATERIEL COMMAND 

9 September 19l18 

Director 
Federal Bureau of Invest~tlon 
Department of Justice 
Wallh i ngton. D. C. - ~ .A!l'm: J'BI Laborator,r . - , 

i --
&IBJID.r: Project "SIGIP 

~tlemen: 

Acco!!p8llyinc thil letter 11 a small I8qIle of soU. !hi. 
soU(wa& taken from a depres810n reputed to have been caused 
'b7 a-JIfiy1ng BalCer- described as being Bpproximtely ho feet 
in diameter iiDd one foot thick which IIUppOsedly eettled gent17 
to the ground. rebounded to a bei&ht of about t'ole1lty feet and 

I ~ ;L 

then cont1Jmed. on its,101lrnq. Altho1Wl the declivity vas i""'8d1- . 
ate1y covered 'b7 a large washtub a heavy rain Slbsequently filled W 
the depression about one/third full of water before ~ 8a111ple of 
dirt could be taken. -

In en effort to approach this incident objectively to date!'
JII1ne ever.r possible clue, it has bE,en deemed advisable to have 
this 8011· sample e.nalyzed and testea. Upon inquir.r. 7Ot11" nvton 
representative stated that the fBI Laborator.r vould 8CCOJIIll1eh 

the required testsR£(,,O\{\)f.D • \ ~:J __ 13 . rot:l1 -/ L/ b 
It 18 the desirJl of this Reed~larteT8 to as.ephin. in parti

cular. if there are traces of. unusual Eemezkl or ~oys adhering 
to th~..surfe.ce of the particles. o~lf SI!V lil"nb'Ma1i ty in structure 
existlF9howiDg that the soU 1ias suo~~tense beat, gase8 

. or redio-active substl'..nces. etc. Unfor • in this regard, -
110 one tho~t to forward a sample 0 "SW l'6lmdi ng the de-

..... f..-- pression 60 no comperison of sol1s can be Il8de at this time. S10uld 
, -r- the subsequent test show 8IJ¥thing unusual some arrengement could be 

made to procure some ,of the ~round1ng soU so that a coqJBrative 
analys1l could be made. The accomp~1ng S81q>le bas IlOt been test
ed by ~ other agenq. JIOr vlll it be. 

... , 
.. . f.~ ./,..... • 
~.-" , '"i 

PiES -DESTRCYED . ~, 
'i U NO'J 18 1954. .-

. ); .,.J:. .:. • . "I '-" . _.. . . 
r ... ,~. • ~ 
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9 Sept l~ 

In the event the tests scow nothing warranting further investiga.
tion you IlFq dispose of the S8Iqlle. The report should be addressed 
to this Command marked for the attention of MCIAID-3. This DlYision 
will appreciate .1f1UZ coOperation in this matter. : 

Incl 

• 

2 

Ve:t7 truly JOUr •• 

. ~ . 

Y.R.'4-q~~ 
ColonO~ . 
QJ.ief. Teebnlcel Intelli4:enC8 

DiYisloD 
. Intelli4:ence Department 

. ..... .... .. 
-;: Q~' !enllar 

.1 . , 
;§" 

I 
I 
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~DERAL ~:'~~T:' ~~n~no. '.Y~&~~W; 
.~ '7, 19.". 

, . 
\. .~ .. 
! " ..... " ~ .. ' :",,: ... 

OcnIandl~ General. 
Air Ifa\erial. CaMnnd 
'l'ri&h\-Patterson J.7 Due . 

. J:IQ'ton, <ld..o , ,~ '. '. ltteaUCDt. acuxo-, _.' 
~. . . 

. . 
": . '" 

,- 4. • ~ 
.. ~. 

' .. ' 

, . 
... :' :\:.{ ~ . 

.... . .'. - .~ -,' ;.,.... . , 

," , . 'fhere to'11cllll tbe l~' ot the J'BI Laboratory GD the ~':1.1OQ . 
.. of ft1dlPOe reo.1Ted f!'C111~ ott1oe GD 'Q~ ~ ..... ~ 

'. . JoN '4too H_, 0.-
. . 

. . YOUR FlU' IIQ. . 

'""~j""."8i\lIP 
Fn ..... UQD at 8011 . 
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Letter dated ~ 9, 1948 

1am'08OClp1a, (~os1o) 

Q1 8aspl. at ~ 

JIeIIul.t. .of 1IIaudnd1alU 

.. 

" 

- - . 

, . 
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.. FEDERAL BUREAU (IF INVESTIGA't 1" . L-n 

UNITED STATES DEPARTWENT OF JUSTICB 

l,~...x. ;,iY-;O 
~/22!!.3 

lie: Pr<>ject "SIGN" 
Exlmlriation of Soil. 

··tI . 

EXamination requested b.Y: 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

, 
· • • FUe ,I !J.ilf 62-aJa,)4-1~ ."..-

, PC-2Jl42 CO' Lab. I 

COIII.'c,andine General, Air ~terie1 COflI;rand, \irill:ht-Patters( 
III U' Base, Dayton, uhio Attention: i.!CIAXQ-J 

Date ot· reference c~mmunicatlon: letter 9/9 Date received: 9/17 
~vid. 9/14 ReG·1l71535 

EXamination requested: )iicro (Petrooraphic-Geo1oeic) 

Bx&lJlinatlon by: ~ Result ot Bxamination: 

Specimens submitted tor examination 

~, Sample ot soll. 

~at::A~~~ 
~~. 

~~~r--. 
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Be: 

llE:X'nDF.D 
9/22/48 
kac 

Pro~ct -51GB
'Z&Z1na~lon ot Soil. 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

FU. I 
Lab. I 

Examination requested 117: Comcand1ne Celleral. Air Mater1el COm:tand, Wr1&nt-Patt.ar.a: 
IH U BaGe, Dayt.on. tbio Ut.a:lt.lorll ;/CI.U(,-J 

Dat. ot reterence communication: laUer 9/9 Dat.e received: 9/l1 
&vid. 9/14 Re::.U71S)S 

Ulcrc ("t.ro;.rs;;h1c-~GlcClo) BEamination requested: 

Hesult ot Examinat.ion: Examination by: _ i 1(" 

/P/;/.?~~ 
Specimens submit.t.ed tor examinat.ion 

• 

1 
! 
i ,-

"f 
.0- t 

'{: 52NOva 1918~ .. _- . ) 

~~ . l . . , 

t 
i:., __ .-=-,., . ..--_-.,.- - _ ---- -
< ~;. •• ~~ .... ~---.: -" ............. '---.rl" -"r"--... ---....'r" . - ,~- =--__ - - I " .. _. ,," ... _ ..... ... • ._ ~. .._ ._ J'"). ~. ....~_ •• , \ ...... , ~..,~ ~..--... __ - .. w---- ........ ---.,- ... ,. • • _ ", , ' ., ~ --. -- '". - " '"' -, ~ 1 
.~_.¥ . ..... ... . ...... ~ .. # ",,' -.''', ..... -,- .. ~~ ..... _ ... i 
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. - (l ....... n-al Bun au of Inl)l'lIt19 .... 'O -
.nitl'lI 3tat ... Dl'parbill'nt of J"ullfic, 

Director. J'lIt 

... ,. ." 

Dear Sirl 

Po.t Office Bos 1850 
Atlanta 1. Georg1& 
Jucus\ 10. 1948 

AIlIJl.AIL SPECUL DIiLIV!!iR!' 

JIll 

o· . '. - ., 
Ft(;/YG ])1.:5 ~ S 

fran •• 1Ued herewith for the :BurellU l • lDfol'lla\1on are 
copt .. of a letter, together wUh anclosure. fro. the abo.,.e 
capUoned 1I1dbldual. Ina.web .. there 18 JIG record ill thb 
office concerDlDC captioned peraol1o 110 replT hal been aade to 
in.taDt letter, wUh the' thoU4:ht the lIa.rean mar 4ee1re to aclmov
ladee in.tant cOllJllUDicaUcn or co-ucate further concerD1ac 
the aattar v1tk \be Dalla. Office. .. 

ror the intorll&tioll of the lIa.reau and the Dalla. alI4 
San Antodo Office., the cllppbtg. reterred to are tranealUed 
herewi th to the :BurellU. Dallae and San Antonio Oftl ee.. U be1l:rg 
lIOted that Wichita lalla 1e conred by Dula. and Fort SaIl Bou.
ton 18 coTered bT ,he San Antonio Otttoe.-

. . 
lh1clo.ure. - I 

"'W,. .... • .,. .. 

.~ "'., ...... 
cc-J)aUaa (Ene>-3) .ufSD 
~1Ul Antonio (Inc-3) AMSD 

:IJJ':SL 

-l --
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5 () APR 19m~!' 

COMMITT"EE ON APP'ROPRIAT~ 

April 1. 1948 

The P'.onorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal liureau ot Investigation 
United States Deparment ot Justice 
Washington 25. D. C. 

Dear llr. Hoover I 

• 

'l:l:ank you very much tor fornarding 
!!r.? ~ 11 ( letter to the proper IJ t. 
authorities. Your cooperation in this instance 
was deeply appreciated • 

KENNETH S. WriEHRY 

/~",/ -I 

-.-----
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• , • 'It. 
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RECQru>ED ~ ." _ i '3" C! tl .. J t 3 '," ' 
~7{.. 

" :~',' . ~- 7 (... ".",. '. ". :., . '. ;' .' 
. ". . .~ " . ~. l'ourZe-U. r dat.1s" lIarch 141 19481 ,_ 

Dear 

.- .. ' to'tM Honorabl. run.thS. Whtlrrfll DniUd,,, .' 
stat •• &lnahr" 110. bun re'/.rred to u.for '. 
attenUon. Since t1le'aatt.r floll unttoned 
t. not .ttlltn 'lb •• cops 0./ outllor'tg 0./ tla'. 
Bureau# I Aall. -taken the Ubert/l 0./ ./Umbh-
'ng a cOPII 0./ /lour co .. un'oatton to 'OM 
&lcretarll 0./ '1u A"'/I" Nat'oRoZ DfJ./en •• 
Bu'Zdtngl Wa.lItngtonl D. C.1 and ta the 

., .lIent /lou'halle an/l addlt'onal I~o,..attonl 
... , 

,t t • • uggs.ted 1I0u.a/lde.tr. to cocaun'oat. , .''011 h'_ " " , .,.',' ',' .. ,', '. :' '. . . ." ... ., ... -' ".... '.. :' .. 
, , 

S'nc.r.ZII 1/0',.,'." 
I. ~ Hoover 

.10M Edgar Boowr 
D'notor 

, , 

CCI 

Na"e 0./ tOIDll pel' Postal Qulde 

"P: Jeo,! \,\\.' 
to. I, if ' ',)1. 
A -;.- '.' \:, lo £ ') , ,iI\;Y. :,': ",'\' 

COMM "'CAnONS SECTION ' ' A, \1-.'. ., ., .. ' 
111. t.~.. 1\ ..... \\\., 

t . '.1 ", , 

A I L ED 

tr M R 2~'1~6 

9 0,;;1 ','t. ~. 
".,"'v :,.. 

P M'~' l~ , 'r", .. "\ \ '" 

, " 

• :~ 

....... :" 
'-" -=> 

!:! 
(0 ::;-. 

c:t l' 
'J 

-', 
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. 
=... <:: - (r 
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~ 
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~ 
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TDur le~u,. 01' JlaJOOh RR. 1948 .. 
~ttA enolo.u~~ hoe been ,.ecelved. Slnoe 
~he eubJsct aotter aenttoned tn vou" oon
e~ltU8nt'. l.tte,. te no~ ~Ith'n t~ eco~ 
ol'au~ho"'~, 01' tAt. Bur.au. I have token 
th.H~rt, 01' I'(Ho/cordlng G cOPfI 01' At. 

" ldt.r and vou,.. ~o. the :;.cr(l1;o,., 01' the 
-;""'A"'U~ 'aUonal lHIl'.n •• BlIUdfng,; rodlng

ton .. D. C.~ 1'0,. At. tnl'oJ'llLt1tton. 1'0",. 
thought/'Ulne.e tn bringIng tht. to aU 

. a~t.nt'on t. Inde.d apprecIated. I aa 

b ~
n oafng CI COPII 01' -II lette,. to J/7'. It ~htcA I thought 1I0U .'ght like 

to ave I'D" 1/0U" 1''1 ••• "togetM,. .,Uh hI. 
.I61te,.. " !..';:,~ .. :. ,'. ". -

. , 
r'tA e~pr.ee'on.'ol' a, hIgbee" 

GIld bed regard ... 
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l.tte r 10 Ua. 
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CMAIoI "_1'. 4. ~ .~ _ ......-. 

Co WAY\..AhO MOOI(&,. ...... CA-. HAYOU.u..... ""'n 
~ .. .;.:::::::: ~ ~~_«J. 
_1111£ •• ~ IIOIM:II. MPtAIIO ........ 1:I...i:" ... 
au.c.TN S. _Dun..... PAT MCCAR...-,,.,,. 
-CO«DOH.~ _""~ ..... 
LEY£.-TT .... l.TOI'qJTAU... leA ... JiOI.O'M Co o·~ ....... 
Mft..TOJrt .. 'I'OUMCl, N.. DAIC., ~ 1'1U!fC1 ............. 
~ Po KNOW\..AIClo ~ • 
....... C. D i'ORSlY''''t, IOo\MO 

................ 
Karch 22, 1948 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau ot Investigation 
Department ot Justice 

.. , 

• 
. :--~ 

: - .-.... 

• 

Jrashine:ton 25, D. c. 
Dear 111'. Hooverl 

Attached 7011 will find letter which _y or 

11/1.7 not be ot interest to your ottice. However, I 

telt it should be passed on to you tor whatever the 

information is worth. 

Kindly return ~ constituent's letter 

although it you wish you make a copy ot it. 

)(511': e!IID-J 

Ene • 

_ i " 
. I "' 

( -
{·1 
"". ; ; 
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J/r~-Cenne"th F1I8 1'1'11 
united Statea Senate 
Fashington" D. C. 

Dear Xr. 'herrl/I 

o 
Benke lilian" Neb1'aaka 
Jiarch 14.. 1.948 

On Horch 13 at 2:80" Ji.S.T. 0 'clock 1n 
th. ajt8FnOon 1 wttnessea a atranga .Ight tn the 
.kl/ traveling at a verI/ high rate 0/ apeed at a 
uerl/ high altitude. 

I ~aB fir.t attracted to this Bi~ht bu 
a not.e 0/ motor- or ~hatever 'It IDOB. It .ound-=' 
to me like that 0/ a train r~mbltng in the di.tance 
0/ /rom 10 t, 12 mtle. on a Btill dal/. 

At /1r.t glance 'It looked like it might 
be a vapor trail le/t bl/ a high /ll/tng plane. But 
the ~hite .treak that waB in the skU never changed 
'It. shape or did it change in the direction 0/ travel. 

It traveled much /a.1;er than anu plane I 
have 8een traveling in alrl/ high enough to leave vapor 
trot I. 

As Ii.a!' aa I caRd.scribe this BlgIIT; 1110. 
that it might appear to be a .trea. lined train 
traveling at a verll h'lgh altitude at verI/ high rate 
0/ .pud. 

Th'l. rocket or IIIhatever 'It might have been 
»0. high enough to di.appear jroft .ight ~hile it 
ilia. I/et verI/ /01' above the horj20n. 

I a. no£ IIIrl~lng ~nls 80 that it m'ght 
Bee. to be another disc .. /an or IIIhatever I/ou might 
call thea. I just .aw this and it has been on ml/ 
m'lnd and lO thought V there 11108 anI/thing that I 
could be 0/ help to 80lve this thing I wou2d write 
thiB to I/OU and I/ou can /or~ard thi. to the proper 
Dept. t/ 1t i. neeea.arl/. Thanking I/OU kindll/ 
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Co~o. or a ltttl~ to the south. 

I ltve alRost due east about l80 at. by 
atr and I looked to th~ south a ltttl~ to b~ able to 
get sight oJ object. 

This object was also witnessed by ay son 
~ho· ~as with ae at the tt ... 

I saw the smoke cloud leJt by so called 
.. teor ~hlch ezploded over at.Horton_Cans. Thts 
object was no~ 4 bright ball oJ Jire like tt ~as. 

The silver streak in the sky traveled as 
iJ it ~re a long connected ·streak. This did not 
reseable a line oJ saoke left by a train traveling 
along it aoved altogether as a unit. IJ it is not 
against any regulation and tJ possible would like to 
have ans~r to this object. 
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DATB: Fehrual7 1948 
~~!iiiri-
~~, --

:/~:';UIIJBCT' hLITNG ,[t.,,,{ .. 'l~ 
<tl(i . SECURITY lIATTER -,/1,/1.-:. w~.:;; 
~~ The attached'lefter flom/the San Francisco Field Division 
, ~~::'. dated FebruaI7 12. 1948. raises the question as to whether there baa 
"~" " been a change in poliCT concerning the investigation of flying discs. . "",' .~., .... ~. 

\:~~~-.. ;.~ ~ RECOWENDATIOlf I. 

01&"". ..... 
• J~D 

w' '. :;.; '\ .. ' ... ~f' 
'~i'Y';~~ It. is recommended that the infonaation contained in the attached 
'>-"~~;:letter b. discussed b1 the Liaison Section with the 'Air Forces • 

...... :.'., . 
:-." 

~~.~l·-.,.~·.:-

~ 7C ,!,: 
,~ 

ACTIO!'h 
.. ' .. , ' A letter is attached to San Francisco advising tbell that there 

-:-,>; . bas been no change in Bureau poliCT. IlAJW!..Ff'· f, 
',;.; .. ,~/ croP I :Jl. 
' .... :. 
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Office • UNITED STl.:rpS GOVERNMENT 

TO 

now. 

SUIIJBCT. FLYING DISeS 
SECURITI 1lA'I'l'ER - X 

DATlh 

Reterence Is made to • memorandum to you from lIr. . ! 
in the above-cap1:ioned matter dat;~~ February 19, 1948. 'lbe memorandum ; 
indicated that the ~ FranciSc,)"Freld Division had received a letter f'rOIII 1'1 
the headquarters of the Air DefeMe Command, Jl:I.tchel Air Force Base, Ne. York'9 /' 
dated February 4, 1948, entitled, -Investigation and Reporting of 'Flying Disc 'rJ:' 
Incidents.- rus cOlllllunication indicated that investj.gations should be 'I. 
coordinated with the FBI. ,. 

The Agent in Charge of the San Francisco Field Division inquired as 
to • change in policy regarding the investigation 0.1' !lJing discs. A letter 
.as forwarded to San franciSCO advising them that there had been no change in 

hu 
/J!;-3 

the Bureau's policy. This matter has been discussed by Special Agent ~ 1C. 
• ..... 0.1' the Liaison Section with Lieutenant Colonel------ 0.1' the 
Intelligence Division of the Air Force. Colonel ~ 7 . 
that apparently the Air Detense Command at ll!.tchel Field was not awars of the 
tact that. the Bureau was IlD longer conducting investigations regarding flying 
discs. He stated that he wuld take the necessary action and straighten out 
the. Air De:fense CO!!ID8nd as to the present policy regardingJf~t~ents :! 
flying disca.: JmOORD~ I ~.),_-:-:-;!!(('?~~/1:j; -
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SlC. san Francisco Febru&r7 20. 1948 
\ . 

mrector FBI d ' , 

. ~'i--~3~'1~·-J't"(J ",'" 
, ",,!t'OY,v FLYING DISCS ~ ~ '.', '.~ ',' 

" ' 
<. 

, . 

, '. \\G SECURITY IlATTEll - X 

tJ.. Reference is IIIIlde to TOur let.ter in t.he capt.ioned IIIIltt.er dated 
Febru.ary 12. 1948. 

You ere advised that Bureau Bulletin 10. 57 dated October 1. 
1947. still appUes With respect to !lying dleca. The Bureau is conducting 
no Investigat.ions concerning tlying dlecs. 1I'e will, ·however. give the Ur 
Forces &n7 in1'ormat.ion which 'comes to our attention and will receive &n7 ' 
in1'onlllt1on which the Air J'orces volunteer. ',' '. -,:: . 

The Headquarters ot the Air Forces in .ash1ngtbn,ar~ being contacted 
b7 the Bureau in order to insure t.hat there is no Illisunders~1ng .. to thI 
Bureau's position in this matter. ': ;:.,. 
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AIR IUIL 
'j;-~ 

o J:rl1rral ~url!au of Iltuuti9ntioO 

IInitrl1 itatr.lJl'partmrnt of ludict' 
San Franoi.oo 2. California 

February 12, 19.a . 
,> 

PERSONAL ~ C01;MUL ~~O-~1J/~~~' 
D irec tor. FBI - .;;A;.;t.;:.t.:,e",nt.:,i;;;.0:.;n=-I=-..;;;A:.;;8.;:.a.;:.1c:.s.;:.ta.:,u",t.:...;D,,1;;;;r;-;e:.;cc.;t;.:o;;:r-,,-D.;;.' ..;Jl;;..:." ..;LAD=..;;;.D 

U 
Re. FLYING DISCS 

Security Katter - X 
... ~ .. 

-' -, -
Dear Sir. 

.... " #-. 
,. - . 

" , ~.- .. "! .. 

.. :'-

" -

. ~ ........ . . 
~ -" 

I am tran~ltt1nt;"herewith for "the informatIon of the Bureau 
.nclo.ure dated February 4, 1948 receiTed from Lieutenant Colonel 
A-2. United Stat .. Air Foroe. Hamilton Air Foroe Base. California. re / "1 
1 ... confidentlal letter addressed to the eamnaDdint; Generals of the Firat. SeooDd/J ,'{. 
Fourth. Tenth. Eleventh, aDd Fourteenth Alr Force •• A1r Det.ns. CoDllland. rrOlll Head
quarters. Air D.fana. Co_and, Kitchel Air Force Ease. New York. by oOIllll&Dd ot 
Lieutenant CeDeral STRArDlEYER. It coneerna the luYeaUgaUoD or tlylnli: <ihc. b7 
All' Force personnel. " 

Your attent10n 1. part1cularly oalledto Paragraph 2. whlch lDdlcates that 
certain report. ooncernlDt; the luYest1gat10n ot nyiDt; discs by Air Force IntelUl!:ence 
.. ill be r.ported to the FBI office ooorerned. Your attentioD 18 further called to " 
Paragraph 2-B. which ind1cate. that w1nvestlli:ationll will be ooordinated with the / 
FBI orfice conc.rned •••••••• • ... l~~ts.i hr' ~ ~i..u ... 

Inasmuch a. th ••• r.cent inatruotions ot the H.adquarters. A1r D.t.n •• 
CanmaDd. lf1tohell Alr Forc. Ba ... Hew York. ar. contrary to the instructions oon
tained in fl1reau fl111.tin 110. 67. S.rl •• 1941. dated October 1. 1947. in which lt 
18 1ndicat.d that all tuture report. connect.d with tlyint; duo •• hould be 
ret.rr.d to the A1r Forc. and no luYestigat1T' action tak.n b7 Bur.au agent •• the 
Bureau 1. r.que.ted to adThe th1. ottioe. a. 'w.ll a. other int.rested fl1r.atl 
offioes. a. to whether there ba. been a change in Bur •• u policy with ref.renoB to 
the hllndllnt; or .uch .. atters or wheth.r Bureau Bulletin Ho. 67 dated Octob.r 1. 1947 

," ,1'- .tUl in effect. n 
~ 0"( 

'\ ,). "., .. ~ ';. : , .'.. Ver,- truly your •• 

I •• ,:'J.., ~ 
BMK lemD" •. v~. ".' ~y J. DlIBALl-. SA~ 
EDClo.ur. (in dllpl1cate) Jr' "-J .... ~ :-. --.-:~ ~ ~.'~. 

J' ~;(~i1'.t. $).~~~}.~~ ~ -.R .3 R 9;. ,,1"1- () " 
,JI. t?~ J'J17 "I" - -- ,0 '-- i 

='=-~"'"-'-:-"'I'/, "11", 1 /'}?1~~t1{.4QI'- ./. r 
-". r~ll . -"'/ ~" EX _ II S " \;T <.-~ r.I:, ~ r.." 

ii" ~ COPIES Dr:SnOYF.D ~'4. ~ "~" 6,40'""~ I 
~: .: ~ 2'i v NOV 18 1964 ~i ¢'-1~i' 
I . 
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D SSS.t; (CIS) 
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LifJ $ i f'w IAt 

Headquarter. , . 
Alr Detense CoD1lland .' . 
Mltchel Alr rorc. E. ... 
1 "." : '. • • 

, rebNary 11l4!! 

.. .... -,; 

I .. :~rk ..... ' .... : "'., .. '!. 
~ .0'-0 • :: , ••• 

.,' 

SUBJECT. laT •• tigation and Reporting 01' "F17ir.~ Dilc" !cold.nt. 

TO. Commanding Generall. Firat. Seoond. 
Air ForclII. Air DereDi. CoemIand 
• UU. AC ot S,A-2' ,;: ".' 

• '. .- -. - ~ .; .. £.0 • ,')0'" •• ..,.. .... . 

Fourth. Tenth. Eleventh. and FO:.Jrteenth-
. 1 , . 

, .' 
• _ • ,": ... \000 

1. The DUJllbered lir torcn 01' th1l COIIIIIlIInd are rlllponli Ue tor the proapt 
lmutigation and reporting 01' iDeident. r.lating to -f'17ill{: dhcs" "hich occur 
within their re.pectiv. area.. Numbered air torce A-Z_. arter evaluati~ di.c 
1Do ident •• "ill determ1De the .xtent 01' investigation. FutUe exr"nditure of' .iUtalT 
.tlmds and anp<l1fer _.t be avoided. 

2. "Fl71ng dilc." will be iur.stigated a. provided f'or in Counter lDtelll- • 
gene. lDcid"nt ca •••• taking oognisance 01' the USAF OperatlD{: IDtelli~enc. Eohelon 
structure. Where it 11 evident that witneu8I. who w.,re tocether at the time or 
iDeident but who are widely separated at the tiM of' lureatigat10n would corroborate 
.ach other's story. only one witn" •• need be interrogbted. It there is a rea.onabl. 
indication that a reported incident i. a hoax or the rabrication 01' a publicit7 
.eeklD~ individual. no turther iurestigativ., ettori wl11 be expended. However. I 

repo.rt of'_J!1chcircumst&nc.s ,,111 be .ubnitt.d tc ~e rBI otfice oODCerned. 
.. 

I. CIC personnel attaohed tc the numbered alr t'oro81 or th1l coaund 
"7 be utili.ed to proseoute the i~ve_tigation ot' subject 1Doident •• 

•• ". " _." ... 0. •• :-.. • ....... 

b. laTeltig.tionl will be ooordillated with the FBI Ottioe oonc.rned 
1D accordance .ith instructions cont.ined in letter. thie headquarters. D ass.s EX, 
lubject. "Cooperation ot FBI with AAF on Izrre.ti~8tlon 01' 'Flying Disc' Incidents.". 
a S.ptember 1947. 

s. Report •• 111 be narrative 10 style .nd .111 cover only thOle tact • 
pertlnent to the .ubj~t. Wher •• curce creditl1ity cennot be •• tabllshed. or .hen 
an lnoident lacke to~d.tion. the r.port wl11 merely Itat. lame. Two types or r.port 
wl11 be lubmltted on .11 incldent •• 

I. Spot Reports (fragmentary report.) will be aubmltted on all incidents 
and wl11 be f'ollowed ~ a Letter Report. 

i . 
. b. Letter Reports w111 be aulaitted to report the oompleted lmeStiglltiOD. _ .... :i 

01' a!l"tlying dlu" J,.,ldenta. . _ ~~ 
-.~-- ~ -. -, _~-~ 1 

t.· ~port_ ,,111 be aubnltted ln dupl10ate promptly. Ulually be regular 
.an. However, Spot "porta OD incidente 01' aubstantlaloharacter. 1. e •• tho.e in 
whioh the patent oredlb1l1t7 01' the "Une .. 11 be70nd ohallenge and who.l.4~~hnlcal 

"'0-~ .-. Ijfii1.~ '-'. 
f".NClOSi,iR£ r 11 or, i-

t. -.~ 0·'-: .. ' -"! oj /1-1 fl.) .. • < • ,. _ J 
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bac~lr'~ t~::~!~-"'~"l"'b;'''le''I-~'lth h~' ob"rTltiona ot In oocurrenol obTlousl,. not I~o- '. 
'pher e-l..r:,cel •• tlal phenomena, may be transmitted by m. Report' wUl be .ul:mitted 
directly to'.lleat\qu·p.rwn.' USAF, ATTlfa Directorate ot Intellitence, Air !nhlll,;enc.' 
Requireme~"..~~aJt. One 1nf'onnational oopy ot elch report ,ubmitted will be torh ' : " 

warded to thh command, ATTlla AC ot S. !ntenitence. Report. will be cl ... itied at 

~ 
; , 
1 

, 
\ 
! 

i 
• , 

I 
I , , 

. ~- • ..... .,.; 
~. 

~ . 
• 

" 
, 

, " , , 

i, 
i i'i'~:~ 

leut CONFIDENTIAL. : 

• 
BY CCI6lAND Of LIEUTENANT GENERAL STRATE1tEYERa 
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,RICHARD W. GEUSS .• ' '" 
C. pta in, USAJI' 
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IOUJ" lriter datad JanUllr1/ '29, 294tJ, I!~ 
Non J"Dcetued, end I front to e:pJ"D8IJ 11&1/ app7'Baf
atfon to JIOu /'Dr lIoutng 1t4dCf l'nOfm youJ" utelDtl aon
e.rn'ng tho nottOJ" 1/Ou nentfoned. 

',.,-.. ' ~-' SfnceNlIIl I/oura
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• T. i . , . 
John &$ga.,. RoolHl.,. 
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. ':;..;~~'" '.~ -, Tou,. le-t-te,. 0./ Janua;'11 5i' 1948. lias bu" 
,.ecetved and I ~an-t to -t~anl 1I0U ./or ./or~ardlng 
'n/orDat'on to ac "elatlng to the subject IIOU 
lIenttoned. The ./acts you relate~. ho~eve,.. do not 
,.eflect anll violation 0/ a Fede,.al statute wit"" 
the Investigative jurisdiction 0./ the FBI. T'e 
-thoughts pro apt IlIg 1I0U" cOllllulllcatlon or. 'nde.d: 

. , , app,..ci ated. . ,,'.: , )' 
, " 

. -'" ~. ~&, . 

I .......... ' .. 

• . ·:,.~l~,~ 
. . ... -'" -- ' 

" ... 
",', '--.,S' nc.r.l,l ,1ours. 

, . 

Jo\n gdpa,. Hoove,. 
lH ,.ecto,. 

• 'a •• ' 
'. • )o'~,' .~_ .......... ~, ~ " 

, , 
~" ".--". ,~ .~; 

. ~ 

~'~ . 

NOTE I Co,.,.espondent reports correspondence she 'has 
-hod with the ZI.//-Davls Publishing Co.panll In connection 
with the "./1111 ng saucers" !Dill ch ~ere observed bll her 
brother. She Is 0/ the opinion that this publication 
lIall be trying to conceal In/onaatlon related to our 
Nation's securtty and ahe aentlons a threat that,!-oes 
not ,.e/e~~lnjury to person or propert,l. . ~ ~, 
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SUBJBCT. 

1J1reo'tor. 1'D1 

SAC. Albe.uJ' Q' .. 
. FLYIID D.ISC.S.<... . I .. 
as • • • I~b7C. 
RlNl"let dated 9/25/4.7. ' 

All Agent at tid, ottioe oontaoted l!r 
deDOe in South Royalton. Vermon1; and he atated tha 
oorning the fqiug diBOll he II&W. 18 .et forth in the 
Bursau dat8d September 17. 1941 •. 

.-

. " -." ~ 

'I. • 

lattor that h. sent to th. 
~ .. 7/ -.-::'~ ..... ,rv #". ~~ 

JIr. 2 ad~'ed that as tar ae he knows. ZID Olll else in South !:;:-~-~:> 
~lton I&W these flying dilOI. and. that he beUeves he saw them 1nasmuch al he hal,': 
uDiz.eua117 good eyesight &lid that he can I .. bees. etc. tw-ther thAn ~ne elle~: lIe~· 

•
s.ta.t.ed.that polsib~ these flying disos 1I'IIre out ot the range or ZlDrmal TidOD •. JIr. j 

_s aaked to turtliah any additional inf'ormation that ccnas to hh attention 
ooncerning these flying disos direotly to the Air Foroel siDe. thB7 ZID1r haDdle.l!Iatterl 

or 1;bi; typo. :~,.~>' f6p,-1 
., further aotion is being takea b7 thia otrioe. !t: ~ . f> .. iii 

• I I 'J., fi J f ft"" / J <.J ""':.:. • 
\lr~-F' . .a ~ I. 

31
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m · UNITED ~ )VERNMENT 

: Director, FBI DATa: 10/lJ3/47 

Be related that the occasion or seeing the flying object 
Deal' Bethel was CIII a Jul,y dlV' when the sk;y was cOl!Ipleteq clear or clouds, 
alii it being during the ear4' part, it is dlV'light the entire night. 
The time or his sighting this tlying object was about 10 Ft.I and the sun 

:~ E~li~! tiE ~~:~~E1i!~:~:~eE:i:~~A~~~g 
it apparent4' was obsezved at approxiJDate4' the same time by ~.~ '1" 
alii both of them lII8.lIipulated the controls or the plane making ei'1'orts b' V 
to miss the object inasmuch as they could nat tell in which directioD 
it was going. They made a torty-tive degree turn in order to get out or 
the wlV' or the object and then noted that it appeared to be going avIV' 
tFam them. He described the object as appearing to be some t4'lng wing and s 
!!aid that it appeared to he about the size or a 0-54 without 8Jl.$ fU!!ele.ge. 
He could not se.e a.a;y }ropellor or III1Y exhanst trOll jet propulsion or III1Y 
vapor trails and could not estimate the size due to his faUure to be able 
to estimate. the distance he was away from the object. He was tqing at 
1,000 1'eet and stated that he tried to catch up with the object and ~ 
creased his manifold pressure to approrlmate4' 42 jnches and was traveli9g . 
at the rate or 170 miles per hour. . h~ 

~'", --
He called on his radio to the Civil Aeronautics h3m~ 

tration ste.tion at Bethel. askins! what aircraft was in the vicinity aId 
they bad no reports ot anY aircran.. The object ~ sighted was -
same tive or ten 1II11es from the airport betore hi$ arrival and stated 
that the path did not go direct4' across the airport. He, of cou:se, could 
not tell whether the object was making a.a;y noise and stated that it was 
t'q!ng at a thousand t'oot altUwe am est1Jr.ated travel. at 300 all ... per l7< 
hour. It was traveling in tile directioll !:rom Bethel to Nome, which is 1.11 0 
a northwester4' direction. He noted no radio interference ani is unnble to 
describe the color other th8Jl. that it appeared dark but 01' detiDite shape 
and did not blend iDto the Sq but had a definite, concise outline. IIoth 
he and Mr •• clear4' obserVed the object at this time. 

/' ~e~, 

~f!,-'f 7J~ ~~l -0- 1lfzJ~~'1:') it :.:-.1311f~ __ '.J.2. 
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