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Page AIB.— Paciﬁc Flyer March 1987

H-C

thalét the FAA is now
78, mail-order package
emudent

yaceship drawmgs by the
d statements by air con-
:There's also four glossy |
otos' of regenerated
ta, all for a measley

can order mdmdual
ging from a-30 cent
the .FAA form sum-

ape of the interchange

155t
% e crew and ground

LYo w111 recall that Capt.-
Keijyiis Terauchi reported on
No ;717 that -he .saw a giant
: the-size of two air--
iers,which looked a lot
like'a giant walnut. The appari-
tio; swas also spotted on radar
" by; ATC and Air Force radar *

) ‘{": L L A,
u just have to have this'
UFO ackage (or are just a fan
of ‘giant walnuts), ‘write to the
FAA;:701 C. St., Box 14; An-
chorage, Alaska 99513.

Fpackige includeés t?lll"’ v
_with the.crew mém-: "

7 ‘créw ov n?-Alaska 1:

" vertiber aiid fedl that the tinie {s' “gen 6t Window
right . to -reveal . .mrmlar%ex-

_-perience I hid in my Cessn
: OVer: downtown 5

g
mght flight to quallfy for my"
private ficense. Of course, I had-

my instructor with me but since,

he (like most of them) had P

second jo f' to make ends meet,.
he fell asleep shortly: after
takeoff

I'd better not’ say which air-

might be able to track him .
dﬁr\m and I don't want to get the
0
hardly skipped any of the AA
meetmgs lately. . ...

Anyway, it was about: exght

y in trouble. Besides, he's

‘around it that

sticki
n one on the; right: it} ialso
E_ld what looked .like three o

filled the cockpit.. (It reminded
me of that scene; from “Close

Encounters” where -the guy in"

!'the, picktp -truck’ 1s bathed in
llght froma UFO behmd him.)

: ¢:1t: made -thisy roarmg noise

. thiat I could hear: sClearly and

‘which ‘got_ louder: as it ap- -
proached me. I Was scared, I

mafizin the sighting to a $50 port we left-from since the FAA  don't miifid telling you, I started

to wake up my instructor but he

ave me strict ofders to leave

......

im alone unless I-got lost and
-was almost out ot fuel.

I guess 1 kirid ‘6t got trans-
fixed by. watchifig. this uniden--

o’clock at night — also last No-~_tified’ object’ bafreling toward

'vember — and I was cruising to. ¢
our destination of Santa Monica
, Airport at about 3,000 feet. I

Wwas marveling at the sight of all

the Los. Angeles hghts t\mnkl’- * that" maybe 1t mtended to ram -

.OUR PI.ACE OR Yﬂl ines

me because I dida’t do anything
for.a,lofig time...just stared at it
wishing 1 had ;a camera. Bt -
then .it began to:dawn on me

g out on and a -

ur:giants headlights that just”

---7.-“ 51 }r-w»:-p...

ll':lllgght bm% to'ev
by some tticky

-, I piilled the
nosed the lane

City | ‘toward me. I'dof't
_know exactly how Jow I got ==

‘ since 1 couldn’t see the altimetér”:
because I didn’t liave any clibin -
lights — but'I was looking D zit :

the Hollywood mgn
_ Anyway, [ did: “te jo b
because  the UFg ‘just “kept

" going vnth a terrible, WHOOSH

and roarasit -passed overtiead.
" It had soite sort of alienFwriting

on it that, of course, L coitldn’t
read but. it,vlooked(somethmg‘--

ike this&“Usted: ip' 3
staﬁ’ed to wake my‘l istria

= I

‘to d}'ﬁm what really hapl:tel:leiit;r

overiiito a dwe, '
watclgg the lights. of Centuryr.

1& plane survived. ihea;é’if-
éfice okay and I'm allhght

iy instructor is expected to be

f the hospital in, a few
. I'm glad that he had dé-

ed«to go to his AA meetings

. Maybe I shouldn’t have

i‘ bt Sl
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an fllustration based on a description Japan Air Lines pilot Ken
which he estimated to be twice the size of an aircralt carrier an
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HusTann oy Wham Hays

[u Terauchl provided to Ancharaga litustrator Willlam Hays of the larger craft

d 2 to 3 miles away.

A night flight
to remember

Veteran JAL pilot who never
believed in UFOs does now

" By HAL BERNTON
- Daily News business reporter

in a Japan Air Lines cargo jet loaded with

French Beaujolais wine. He was bound for
Anchorage on a route across Greenland to Elsmere
Island, Canada, over the Beaufort Sea, then into
Alaska air space above Fort Yukon.

For the first two and a half hours, the flight —
crewed by Terauchi, co-pilot Takanori Tamefuji and
engineer Yoshio Tsikuda — was uneventful, The sky
was clear and the winds — except for some light gusts
aver Greenland — calm. Then Terauchi’s jet cruised
into Alaska, and he first saw the two belts of light.

They were an estimated three miles ahead of the
plane, slightly to the left of the pilot’s cockpit seat,
and 2,000 feet lower than the plane. They emitted a
steady amber glow. They hovered almost stationary,
shifted from side to side, then pulsed across the sky in
abrupt bursts of speed.

The objects, Terauchi believes, “were not made by
human kind. They were of a very high technology and
Intelligence."

The events recounted by Terauchi in the 50 minutes

See Back Page, FLIGHT

full moon shone in the arctic sky as Capt.
Kenju Terauchi took off from Iceland Nov. 17




FLIGHT TO REMEMBER:

| Continued from Paga A1 |

after that first sighting of
ts are gsome of the most
blzarre in Alaska aviation
 history. Since first becoming
public In late December, the
reports have transformed this
soft-spoken, 47-year-old, An-
chorage-based pilot into an
International celebrity, inter-
viewed by People magazine,
Tokyo television and more
a dozen other national
and Internationsl publica-
tions.

Terauchl has lved quietly
In & comfortable house In
Anchorage, his base for the
last three years. He spends
sevaral weeks a month flying
polar routes between Europe
and Alaska. During his time
off, be enjoys flshing for red
and sllver galmon.

» This week, Terauchi i
home . Hig phone rings
ften with reporters eager to
gur about hls strange No-
vember flight,

“Terauchi has an impressive
lat of professional credentials
o lend welght to his rather
incredible tale, He hgg 29

He

years experience,
gays be hasn't often navigated -

the Iceland-Greenland-An-
chorage raute, but he has rou-
$inely flown othet trans-polar
poutes, Loo-

Until November, Terauchi
gays, he never belleved In
UFOs. Now, he does. He
thinks they’re sent by visltors
from outer space. In fact, lest

u;tehay. Tttar:‘uchl ue;ghnln re-
pol mysterlous ts of &
¢ - 3paceship during a flight to
* Anchorage.
.This time, however, he ad-
" inits be made a mistake, He
bow concedes that there was a
more terrestrial explanation

27 to what he saw. He a

grees
o with Federal Aviatlon Ad-
ministration officials who

speculated that the second
sightings were the lightg of
villages reflected off Ice crys-
tals In the atmosphere,

But Terauchi remains con-
vinced that the lights he saw
in November were spaceships
of some unknown, extrs-ter-

restrial origin. In interview

after intervilew, he methodi-
cally makes his case, charting
the events of the sighting on
flight maps of the arctic sky,

One day, he's convinced
someone else will see the
crafts, and his account will
take on hew meaning. ‘T
think we have to keep this
record, .. ."

Terauchi's encounter began
with hiz sighting of the two
belts of amber lights. To
check them out, he radiced
Anchorage air traffic control-
lers, The controllers replied

that no military or clvilien,

flights were in the vicinity:

e two belts of light con-

tinued to dence in front of the
place. Terauchi grabbed for
his camera, but realized that
taklng a ‘pleture would be
futile becuz;:sa there was lt:gt
enough t to expose the
fllm properly. .

Flve m.ll:utes after the
lights first appeared in front
of the plane, they suddenly
moved farther out ahead of
the plane, he said. He could
then make out the shapes of
the crafts — cylinders
wrapped In lateral lines of
light thet extended from a
darker centér.. The lines ap-
peared to be exbaust outlets,
and they alternately pulsated

t from the two sides of

e cylinder, They appeared
to be controlled by comput-
ers, he said. As the two ob-
jects reversed directlon, the
exhaust lights appeared to
flore brighter,

Co-ﬂlot Tamefujl, in a sep-
arate Interview, also reported

Veteran JAL pilot recounts sighting of strange company

Above s an lllustration based on 8 doscription Japan Alr Lines pllot Kenju Terauchi pravided

*+* Bustration by Wiism Heys

Ulustrator William Hays. it shows twa omaller craft Tersuchl cays hovared In front of the

cockplt window of his 747 cargo planon Nov. 17, At a di
as they moved closer, square (82 c'rewn here). He
directlon of the darker panel In the miudile, which he

with glowing orango embers.

seeing the two strange lights.
"I saw several lights in front
of us, and then I couldn't see
them, and the captain told me
they were on the left-hand
alde,” he said. .

After about 15 minutes, the
first two lights disappeared,

Terauchl said. Then, on his’

left, he saw a big band of

glowh;g white light, similar
to the light emitted by a
fluorescent bulb. He turned
on his weather radar and
tuned it to a 20-mile radiys.
At eight miles, on the lefi
slde of the screen, the radar
showed a tiny ball,

Terauchi radiced the FAA
flight control. center in An-

stance thay appeared rectangular and,
described the lights as pulsating in the
sald sald re_lembl?q black charcoal dotted

chorage. Three controllers
monitoring radar saw what
they thought was an object at
about the same reference
point on thelr monitor, ac-
cording to Sam Rich, an air
traffic controller, and Paul
Steucke, an FAA spokesman,

Steucke, however, said sub-
sequent examination of the

radar tape showed the ol?ect
{o be a split-image of the JAL
plane. Rich said none of the
controllers, at the time,
thought that wag the case.

Az the plane flew over
Falrbanks, the lights of the
city gave Teramuchi a better
view of the new object. He
says the band of light eircled
a huge walnut-shaped objfect
that eppeared to be twice the
slze of an alreraft carer,

As the lights of the ety
faded, Ternuchi agaln ecould
see only the white band of
light. To try to loge the ob-
Ject, he got permlssion from a
controller to descend from
35,000 to 31,500 feet. The ob-
{ect descended *in forma-
tion," he said. .7

Then Terauchi, after egn-
sulting with the controVlym,
made two 45-degree tumns to
R e S

e, turn.
mmainserceleln view, ‘

As the JAL plane flew ﬁut
Mount McKinley, controllers
asked a Fairbanks-bound
United Airlines flight to try
to eonfirm the sighting. The
United plane veeréd off to
follow the JAL flight path at
a lower altitude.

Just before the two planes
passed one another, the white
light disappeared.

"It was llke 8 dream. Up-
bellevable,” Terauchi salgd.

Mulling things over in the
living room of his Anchorage
bome, Terauchl postulates
that whatever he saw was
friendly. I can't understand
the technology, but it was not
dangerous. It was completely
controlled.” KR

It he sees.the gbjects again,
he's ready to'tfy communicat-

Ing. Perbaps four blinks, of-.
e

the wing lights, then :
more. o0

In Morse code, he uyl.

that's “HL"




FATRBANKS DAILY NEWS MINER - DATEW

P N L T T
I - T .. A . L TE 4 3
e g . SPRECE |
. | o & an X ' o o _‘:'2\'
r - A I! - ' a 55 .
. £ M NN e f i _

- . .ByJIMFAIN
. WASHINGTON—Flying saucers
are as pure a blessing as fresh air
and snowflakes, but—in our chur-
lish way—we insist on thinking
they’re out to get us. )
The record proves these celestial
sprites never harm a soul, though
some humans do themselves in by
chasing them too far, toohighor too
fast. Saucers are friendly, inquisi-
tive, fun-loving. Only pointy-head
bureaucrats call them UFOs.
* When a Japanese cargo pilot
spotted a giant walnut of a saucer,
“two times bigger-than an aireraft:
" carrier,” flying formation with him
over the Arcticrecently, hereacted
with characteristic humanoid skit-
tishness. He got FAA permission to
take evasive maneuvers: .
Silly. boy. Nobody evades a sauc-

!

‘Tough airport marketing eff

By SUE CROSS
Associated Press Writer -

JUNEAU-=Alaska officials have:
been trumpeting stopover:- day
businesss at the Anchorage and.
Fairbanks internationalairports-
- as a big plus for the state econorny,.,
" but they're worried about losing’ * with a promotional plan for the air:."
ot Aluska Soaato It com st pomie g

e nate.-It was-drafted Rim also are p tig them.
by Sen. Arliss Sturgulewski; R- 20 ke Promotirig them
Anchorage, and co-sponsored by 18

that advantage because of new

aviation- technology and competi-.

tion, : .
Several travel promotion grou,
and nearly all of the Alaska Senapt:

want to offset the changes with an.
a.ggrist:we marketing plan for the-

“1f we don’t do that, we're'go to
have an international airport sys-
tem that, instead of making money
as it dgm today, will lose money.
When it starts losing money, the
1anding fees and fueling fees for
don'xesth flights will go up and all of

er. To these.fun-loving visitors
from outer space, a plane’s darting:
away is an invitation to dance:. - -

I’'ve followed’saucers since their-

~debut in 1947, In the late '50s, as an

Air Foree reservist, I hadadeskin-
anintelligence shop next to the Pro-
ject Blue Book officer who resear-
ched'all saucer sightings:: .

- He found the saucers curious ah-
out everything on earth, especially -
junk food. A gentleman in the Mid-
west once came uponseveral extra-
territorials picnicking by a parked
saucer. He sent in a sample of what*

they. had béen eating. Chemical -
aqalysis sho_wed ‘it to be pancake .

mix.

knows flapjack eaters arelaid back-
and mellow. If saucer:crews.were.
mean:-spirited ideologues like Pat--.

- ) . A
1 N -
7 H e - T
N i ZHZS‘
y - .
- ]
g Y

Aﬁy student:.of 'p"éthographics :

rick Buchanan, they would -not-eat - This lady, w§
flapjacks. They would breakfaston -
All-Bran and fried eggs like-other:
curmudgeons. -

Saucers contribute to the gross,
national product, providing weekly
articles for the tabloids supermar-
kets-sell. These frequently deal-.:

escaped. froj

invariably-d4

tra-terrestria

with food; as when a saucer several - " Forget it,’)
years ago hijacked-a truck load'of Earthlings gt
peanut butter. It wasreturned after, brim with gu
tasting, much a:f?_magician hands. not germs.
back your.tie after appearing:to .-, .. . °
- mangie it: Though saucers-are } %’;‘m
* corrigibly. imischievous; there’snot 534 A
a. mean-of:Thendacious ‘bone;in ¢3US€ We mal
themz ~ (S e L ) N B . 0!1: own' 1ma
CVemaseni e - 0o i riddentogras
The current Weekly World News:  ful to apprecis

features a sketch of a female space-".
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us will be hurt,” says Dale Fex,.
director of the Alaska Visitors
“Association. Fox was inJuneau to=" solution; Alasks

other senators.
.~ A.major, angle of state:tourism
efforts hasbeen to get international
passengers from. flights-refueling

in Alaska off thieir planes to visit the

:itate enroute to their final destina-

-tiops,--. .. - ,
In addition, carge flights make

up 60 percent of the airpo.

. B0, Sturgulewskl said=» <! ;.

-

otherstates, Foxsald. : '—,; -

But according
§ on, Alaska’ " success: - ting-inte
in winning’ stopover: business. is- g “An'tﬁ
by development: - advantiy

]  to'lose §
:z:ggsgo;g agr;atershareo! ated: last
markets- for trang-Pacific flights;s and"Faif
international tourism- and‘air-car- ' come grn
witkl'sa o 7 venues;
- - - Fox said such promotiong;have~' ' “Good}
long been run by.the Seattle; New: is good bi

. York, Los Angeles and other major~ said,
" about the encoroa— <.

A

rts’ busi.

ness, gnd they must not be lost to-

crashed.in }

and may be g
the tabloid sa

harm coming"

, : we: lack’ the
alien under: a:headline;.“UFO.. absurdity of |
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FAA to send report to Washington

UFO inqui

ANCHORAGE (AP)—Federal
Aviation Administration officials
say they will send on to Washington
their radar tapes and records from
an inquiry into a Japan Air Lines

ilot’s report that a UFQ followed
is plane over Alaska.

Because of public interest in the -

case, the agency interviewed the
pilot, Kenji Terauchi, a second
time Friday, said FAA spokesman
Paul Steucke. ‘
Terauchi told investigators three
lights started following his Boeing
747 cargo jet Nov. 17 just after it
crossed into Alaska from Canada,
and stayed with him for 55 minutes.
He said two of the lights were ab-
out eight feet across, while the third
appeared to be part of a darkened
globe with a diameter lﬂc'):iu?erlmps.
two alreraft carriers p end-to-

The pilot said the large unidenti-
fied flying object registered on his
cockpit weather radar. But images
on military radar screens at the
time were dismissed as ‘‘clutter,”
and a blip that showed up on FAA

. gereens was considered a coin-

cidental “split image” of the air-
craft, Steucke said. ’

A JAL spokeswoman said
Terauchi was on a flight to Europe
and was unavailable for further
comment. - -

Flight 1628, with a crew of three,
left Iceland on Nov. 17 with aload of

‘wine bound for Tokyo from Paris.

Terauchi and his crew picked up
the plane in I far the Polar
leg of the flight to Anchorage.
The sky was clear as the jet,
cruising at 525 knots, crossed into
Alaska from Canada just northeast

. of Fort Yukop at 35,000 feet.

ry records to be forwar

Terauchi said he then saw the
wavering lights eight miles in front
of his aircraft.

The pilot reported the lights were
yellow, amber and green, Steucke
said, but notged, the international
color for aircraft beacons.

“His main concern was trying to
determine whether he was overtak-
ing another aircraft,’ Steucke
said. He said the pilot reported he
dimmed cockpit lights to ensure he
was not seeing a reflection.

After about six minutes,
Terauchi reported the lights and
air traffic controllers told him to
take any evasive action needed.
Terauchi decreased altitude to
31,000 feet, but said the lights went
down with him “in formation,"
Steucke said.

South of Fairbanks, Terauchi
tumed_;hg plane in a complete ¢ir-

cle to see if the lights would foliow,
They did, and moved to the left side
of the jet, Steucke said.

* The FAA and the military in
Alaska use the same long-range
radar in Fairbanks, Steucke said.

. The FAA also uses sophisticated

computer systems to remove clut-
ter from radar images, but the
military does not, he said.

‘““The military decided about a
minute into this exercise that what
it was seeing was clutter,” he said.
The Air Force did not send up an
interceptor and is not investigating
the matter, Steucke said.

Atthe FAA center in Anchorage,

controllers following the flight '
noted occasional second blips, or -

“'split targets,” on the screen near
E‘hght 1628, Steucke said.
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Pilot’s UFO sightin
called a bright image

| of the planet Jupiter

NEW YORK (AP) — A Japan Alr

. Lines pilot who claimed to have seen

an unidentified flying object along-
side his airplane last Novemnber was

- actually secing an unusually bright

image of the planet Jupiter and pos-
sibly Mars, an inventigator said yea-
terday.

Philip J. Klass said astronomical
calculstions show that on Nov. 17,
when the pilot claimed.to have seen
the UFO, Jupiter was extramely
bright and was visible precisely:
whera the pilot reported that he saw.

- the UFO. -

Mars was just below and to the

" right of Jupiter. snd may explain the

pilat's initial Teport that he saw twd
lights, Mr. Klass said.

Mr. Klass, at ediror with the mag-
azine Aviation \Veek and Space Toch-
nology and & longtme investigator
of claimed UFOQ sightings, said the
prlot'a claims that the object fol-
lowed him as he made a 340-degree
turn are contradicted by what he
told Right controilees at the time.

John Leyden, a spokesman far the
Federal Aviation Administration in
Washington, quoted from a sum-
mary of conversations between the
pilot and ground controilers in
which the pilot reported losing sight
of the object after completing his
mm,

The object reappoared a few mo-
ments later, according to the FAA
sumrary quoted by Mn Leyden.

"The pilot, Capt, Kenjyu Tarauchi,

 was over Alaska enroute fram Eu-

rape, vis Iceland, to Tokyo when he
claims to have sighted the object.

Paul Steucke, a spokesman for the
FAA in Anchorsge, said that Mrn
Terauchi told FAA officials in an in-
terview that the object stayed with
him as he turned.

Mr. Steucke said the FAA would be

releasing the resuitg of its awn inves-

tigation in mid-February.
According to Mr. Klass, who re-
viewed a complete copy of the tran-

script, the pilot never reported

seeing Jupiter or Mars, even though
they were clesrly visible.
Mr. Klass' report was issued by

the Committes for the Seientific in- |

veatigationof Claims of the Paranor-
mal in Buffale, N.Y., an organization
of scientista who investigate claims
of UFQ sightings, ESP occurrences
and ather so-called paranormal phe-
nomens. :

Mr. Klass, who heads the organi-
zation’s UFQ subcommittes, is the
author of “UFOs: The Public De-
cetved” He has been investigating
UFO sightings for more than 20
years, :

“Jupiter was only 10 degrees
abave the horizon, making it appear
to the ptlot to be roughly at his own
15,000-foot altitude,’ said Mr Klass
in his report. Mars was vigiblecloser
to the horizon and to the right of
Jupiter, but was not as bright, the
report said.

“This i3 not the first time that an
experien pllot has mistaken a

bright celestial body for a UFO, nor
will it be the last,” Mr. Kloss said.

A United Alrlines flight and an
Air Force C-130 cargo mne that
were in Mr. Terauchi’s vicinity at the
time of the claimed sighting were ;
asked to look for the object, and ned-
ther reported seeing it ‘a

uf think that the Japanese pilot
shottld have been & little more skep.
tical when the United airliner and
the Alr Fores plaite reported seaing
nothing Mr. Klass said yesterday.

A reported radar “blip” near the
Japan Air Lines plane was a =pu-
rions echo from the mountainous
terrain underneath the aireraft, Mr.
Klass said.

Mr. Terauchi reparted 4 second
UFO sighting in approximately the
game ares on Jan, 11. That sighting
was explained by FDA officials as
village lights bouncing -off ice cry-
stals in the armosphere. .

Mr: Terauchi later conceded that
that was a reasonable explanation,
Mr Steucke said.

_..._”
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JET pilet Kenju Tarsuchi’s
sketch shews whers the UFO

Driver aims
at ferry but
misses hoat

Widow Jessica Rawlings
missed the boat and nar-
rowly avoided a disaster
when she drove her car
down a ferry slip — and
straight into the water.

The 74-year-old Poole, En-
gland, woman was rescued by
courageous bystanders who
wa into the icy water in 60
: ds to pull her from

|}
tirely my own fault,”
3: e flustered oldster.
there, but when 1 drove down
the ramp it wasn’'t. The next
thing I knew I was in the
water.”

I thought the ferry was| - \carrier.ltdwarfedour747. _

5 WEEKLY WORLD NEWS

LA IRP TR YIS S -

By DICK DONOVAN

Lol

GIGANTIC UFO

- THAT SHOCKED

The U.S. government at first con-
firmed, then mysteriously denied that
a huge UFO, described as bigger than

l two alrcraft carriers, was tracked on

radar as it played a bizarre cat-and-
mouse game — with & Boeing 747 jet!
FAA air traffic. controllers had flatly
stated they had tracked the gigantic spacecraft
for more than 32 minutes as it followed a

Japan Air Lines cargo fhght bound for An- craft end his 747. The plane is the tiny bleck shepe st right.

chorage, Alaska.

Then, in & surprise offi- 3
cial flip—t‘lop. en agency |-
spokesman said the eerie |-

blip that zipped helter-

skelter across the radar |
scope was merely a dupli- |.

cate image of the 747,

That bit of mumbo jumbo,.}
however, flies in the face of |-

eyéwitness accounts of the jet's
three-man crew that had been
kept secret for six weeks —
until a crewmember leaked the
story to the press.

According to a vivid and de-
tailed account of the incident
by veteran JAL pllot Kenju
Terauchi, his 747 was flying in
clear skies at 35,000 feet and'
crulsing at 525 knots when
three walnut-shaped UFOs, the
huge one and two smaller ones,
streaked out of the heavens.

“We could all see the UFOs
very clearly,” the 47-year-old
pilot said. “One was very large
. two times bigger than an air-

“The UFOs were flying par-
sllel and then suddenly ap-
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flight control reports, the
UFOs dogged the 747 for at
least 32 minutes.

Terauchi, however, said the
ships followed him for 400
miles.

Terauchl, whose flying ca-

proached very close. They.

moved with amazing speed.” .
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PILOT'S shetch of plane’s
reday lhlﬂ how UFO L

reer spans 29 yeu's. said he
and his erew tried to escape
the UFOs by following FAA
instructions to descend 4,000
feet and make seversl evasive
maneuvers. '

But the 747 jét was no
match for the maneuvering
ability of the spacecraft.

“They were still following
us,” Terauchi sald, and FAA
radar at that time confirmed
that at least one of the UFOs
remained nearby.

FAA investigators ques
tioned the 747's crew in An-
chorage and said they are
“normal, rational, profession-
al” people with no drug or al-
cohol problems.

cargo of wine bound for Tokyo
from Paris when the UFOs ap-
peared eight miles zhead.
Terauchi radioed that the
lights he saw were yellow,
amber and green, but not red,
which s the International
color for aircraft beacons.
Paul Steucke, the FAA
spokesman in Anchorage, said
his agency iz continuing its in-
vestigation into the incident
and that radar tapes and the
recorded radio messages are
being sent to Washington.
But Terauchi said his only
conclusion Is that the three
UFOs ke saw on that Novem-
ber 17 flight were not from

earth.
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JAL pilot
sees lights
in the sky

Object doesn’t show
on military, FAA radar

By DON HUNTER

Daily News reporter
For the second time in two
moenths, a Japan Air Lines
. pilot has reported seeing an
unknown object flying near

his ajrplane over barren inte- -

rior Alaska.

Capt. Kenjyu Terauchi re- :

ported the second sighting at
about 7:30 a.m. Sunday mom-
ing, as he, a co-pilet and a
flight engineer flew at ahout
37,000 feet, said Paul Steucke,
a spokesman for the Federal
Aviation Administration. As
on the night of Terauchi’s
first report in November, he
was flying cargo in a Boeing
747 from London to a refuel-
ing stop in Anchorage.

There are more differenceg

than similarities between the '

two reports, however,

Unlike last time, the lights
Terauchi saw Sunday mom-
ing did not show up on mili-
tary or FAA radar screens.
The pilot himself told FAA
‘investigators there was '‘no
similarity" between the flagh-
ing amber and white lights he

saw Sunday and the massive.

flying object. that Terauchi
reported trailed his aireraft.
for hundreds of miles on Nov.
17, Steucke said.

As on the first sighting,
Terauchi was accompanied by
a co-pilot and a flight engi-
neer, They were not the same
crew members, Steucke said.

Steucke said the cargo
plane's co-pilot was flying the
plane at the time of the sight-
ing Sunday morning, The co-

nilat rennrtad <oaine +ha

Teae

Lo

aircraft’s flight engineer, who
sits farther back in the cock-
pit, "indicated he was uncer-

tain whether he saw any ...
¢ lights at all,” Steucke said. -

“We asked him point-blank

- if this was like the Nov. 17

sighting and he said, ‘no, no,
"See Back Page, SIGHTING

anuary 12, 1987 &

SIGHTING: Lights in sky

I Continued from Page A-1 |

there’s no similarity between
the two,’"” Steucke‘saxd

Terauchi reporied seéing
the lights twice Stmday morn-
ing, once for a period of about
20 minutes and once for about
10 minutes. In both cases, he
said the lights approached
from the front of the 747,
went underneath the aircraft
and reappeared belind it,
Steucke said. :

Terauchi radioed word of
the sighting to an air traffie
controller in Ancharage.

“His statement to the con-
troller was ‘lrregular lights,
logks like a spaceship,’’
Steucke said.

Controllers and their super-
visors immediately checked
radar screens “to see if there
were any objects around the
JAL au'craft » Steucke said.
‘“There were none, and that
was confirmed” by military
radar, he said.

Steucke said FAA officials
and experienced pilots specu-
late that Sunday's sightin
could have been caused by a
weather phenomenon called
“hounce light effect.”

Both times Terauchi report-
ed seeing the lights Sunday,
the airplane was flying over
villages, Steucke said.

“The ground temperature
in the area was about minus-
23 and there was. a tempera-
ture inversion at 23,500 feet,”

" he said. “Temperature inver-

sions in cold climates, with

\

to create a bounce light ef-

f Al

Lxght from the villages
could have reflected off ice
crystals in the inversion and
appeared to be hovering in
mid-air, Steucke said. As the
plane appmached and passed
over the villages, the reflect-

ed light would have appeared

to go under the aircrait and
reappeared behind it, as Ter-

" auchi described the lights he

saw Sunday, Steucke said.

Steucke said the bounce-

light theory is only specula-
tion, not an agency finding.
“Those of us involved in this
talked about it,”” he said.
“Pegple who are experienced
at flying mentioned that it is
not an infrequent occur-
rence.”

On Nov. 17, Terauchi re-
ported that two brightly lit
objects and a much larger
third cbject — roughly twice
the size of an aircraft carrier
— trailed the JAL plane for

more than 300 miles as it

crossed into Alaska from Ice-
land.

Terauchi said the ohjects
 changed altitude with him
and paced the jet for nearly
an hour. In Anchorage, air
traffic controllers. monitoring
the JAL plane’s progress saw
what appeared to be the radar
tracks of another flying ob-
ject in the air space near

_ Terauchi’s plane.

Both incidents are under
investigation, Steucke said.
Terauch1 could not be

am e ...l. Teem Tnar
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" There’s no

e

plaining
ose lights

JAL crew reports

f . -
‘strange’ sighting
Associated Press

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration today said it couldn't €x-
plain strange flashing lights that
spooked the crew of a Japan Air
Lines 747 cargo plane as it flew
over northemn Alaska last month.

“We are not investigating as
there is nothing to investigate,”
said Paul Steucke, FAA spokes-
man in Anchorage.

He said the military has been

ble — or unwilling — to pro-
vide any information.

“They're saying nothing,”
Steucke said.

The incident began at 6:19
p.m. Nov. 17 as the JAL plane
was headed for Anchorage on a
flight from Europe via Iceland
its way to Tokyo. As j
raft entered U.S. ai

pilot ported 'mg u;nisual
white and yellow flashing lights.

the & 40

79 & FOH OV
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The lights were approxi- gf:_ﬂf.’.

mately 8 mijes away, at the
altitude mﬁf&hﬁ 0

ing at the and in the
same direction as the JAL plane,
the pilotreported.

Steucke said the pilot called
the air traffic contro! center and
asked if there was any reported
traffic in the vicinity. A control-
ler replied that there was no

4mown traffic in the area, but .

‘that he had an unidentified blip
on his radar.

Steucke said a subsequent re-
view of the radar tapes did not
reveal any such object, but that
the controller insisted it was
there.

As the lights continued to pace
the 747, the pilot requested per-

descended to 31,000 feet, the
lights followed “in formation,”
Steucke said. :

The pilot then requested per-
360-degree

mission to make a

mission to change altitude. As he

__’» e
TUESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 30, 1936

Siglrting:

Continued from page A-1

Bk ). x.{Upon completing the ma-
neuver, the pilot reported losing
contact with the lights.

—Steucke said radar operators
_in Fairbanks picked up nothing

on their screens in the vicinity of
_ the JAL flight. And he said a

United Airlines flight headed to--

ward Fairbanks spotted the JAL
plane but saw nothing else in the
sky nearby.

_ Military authorities were noti-
fied of the sighting within a few
minutes of the initial reporty but
{t's not known what — if anything

. r 5 -

o ———

byt

Nothing

—they did about it, Steucke said.
~ The JAL crew members were
interviewed by the FAA upon ar-
rival in Anchorage. Steucke said
they all appeared to be “well-
trained, professional, rational
ang ?ot affected by drugs or al-
cohol.”

He said all three reported that

the blinking lights accompanied
their plane for about 50 miles
across the northern Alaska sky.
The entire incident lasted about
30 minutes, Steucke said.
_ As for the time lag since the
u;c:dem. Steucke said; “‘We
didn’t exactly broadcast it until
the news media dugit up.”
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@ FAA can’t explain '
lights in the north

L,

.

J

¢ saying nothing,”

The Associated Press

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration sald Tuesday it
couldn't explain strange
fleshing lights which spooked
the crew members of a Japan
Air Lines 747 cargo plane as it

flew over northern Alasks -

last month,

“We are pot investigating
as there is nothing to investi-
gate,” said Paul Steucke,
FAA spokesman in Anchor-

e,

He said the military has
been unable — or unwilling —
to provide any information to
explain the incident. “They're
Steucke
said.

The incident began =t 6:19

L Continued from Page A-1 I

center, and asked it there was
any reported traffic in the
vicinity. A controller replied
that there was no known traf-
fic in the area, buf that he
had an unidentified blip on
his radar.

Steucke said a subsequent
review of the radar tapes did
not reveal any such object,
but that the controller in-
sisted it was there.

As the hghts continued to
pace the 747, the pilot re-

quested permission to change -

altitude. As he descended to
31,000 feet, the lights fol-
lowed *“in formation,"
Steucke said.

The pilot then requested
permission to make a 360-de-
gree turn to see if the lights
would follow. Upon complet-
ing the maneuver, the pilot
reported losing contact with
the lights.

Steucke said radar opera-
tors in Falrbanks picked ‘up
nothing on their screens in

p.m. on Nov. 17 as the JAL
plane was headed for Anchor-
age on a flight from Europe,
via Iceland, on fts way to
Tokyo. As the aircraft entered
U.S. mirspace at the junction
of the Canadian border and
the Beaufort Sea, the pilot
reported seeing unusual white
and yellow flashing lights.

The lights were approxi-
mately B miles away, at the
same altitude of 35,000 feet
and traveling -at the same
speed and in the same direc-
tion as the JAL plane, the
pilot reported.

Steucke said the pilot
called the air traffic control

See Back Page, LIGHTS

the vicinity of the JAL flight.
And he said a United Airlines
flight headed toward Fair-
banks spotted the JAL plane,
but saw nothing else in the
sky nearby.

Military authorities were
notified of the sighting within
a few minutes of the initial
report, but it's not known
what — if anything — they
did about it, Steucke said.

The JAL crew members

" were interviewed by the FAA

upon arrival in Anchorage.
Steucke said- they gll ap-
peared. to be “well-trained,
professionzl, rational and not
‘affected by drugs or alcchol.”

He said all three reported
that the blinking lights ac-
‘companied their plane for
pbout 50. miles across the
northern Alaska sky. The en-
tire incident lasted about 30
minutes, Steucke said.

As for the time lag since
the Incldent, Steucke said:
“We didn't exactly broadcast
it until the news media dug it

up-l| .
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By HAL BERNTON
Daily News business reporter

The mysterious flashing
lights sighted by the crew of a
Japan Air Lines cargo jet last
November aren’t the only
strange things pilots have
seen through their cockpit
windows.

In the past 20 years, more
than 3,000 sightings of UFOs
have been reported by pilots,
according to Richard Haines,
a NASA scientist who trac (s
UFO sightings by pilots in his
spare time.

“Some of them are vepy
spectacular and very signiv-

ASA worker tracks
JFO reports by pilots

|
etting a better ides on how
tgo ci;:racterize the phenome- \9
na,"” said Haines.. (
He said the sightings are
reported by military, civilian '
and commercial pilots who X

fly both national and intemma-____¢. ........__

tional routes. UFO reports A
from Alaska pilots are rela- Q
tively rare.

The sightings tend to occur 4
in cycles that peak about ev- é
ery five years, Haines said. .
For the past two years, sight- -
ings have been in a trough. %

Haines said many of the
reports fall into two .main

S0 Back Page, SIGHTINGS .

cant from the standpoint of

SIGHTINGS:
. UFO reports

L Continued from Page A-1 j

categories.

One category involves
UFOs that suddenly appear
within view of the cockpit
and then disappear very rap-
idly. “The girplane is flying
elong essentiaily minding its

. own business. Then some-
thing comies up and does bar-
rel rolls around the airplane.”

Many other reports, includ-
ing the Nov. 17 sighting by
the JAL crew, involve UFOs
that tail eircraft for periods
ranging -from a minute to
more than two hours.

Haines’ interest in UFOs
Tesults from his more than
two decades spent working in
NASA’s man-in-space pro-
gram. In the early 1960s, as he
began studying visual optics
in space, he encountered
many reports from pilots who
claimed to have seen UFOs.

“l thought I could explain
all these strange phenomena
as nothing more than strange
lghting,” said Haines, who

' now studies “‘human factors

in space” at NASA's Ames
Research Center in Maimntain

i

Dr. Richard Haines, 415-941-0958, Ames Research
Center, NASA, Moffert Field, CA 94305

“But I had to look at the
data as an open-minded scien-
tist and pretty soon realized
that we are facing something
totally different.””

NASA currently doesn't in-
vestigate any UFO sightings.
But Haines, working out of
his Los Altos, Calif., home on
his own time, has clipped
newspapers, interviewed pi-
lots and talked with control-
lers to amass reports of more
than 3,000 sightings.

Haines said he hopes to fly
to Anchorage to Investigate
the Nov. 17 sighting by Capt.
Kenju Terauchi, pilot of a
JAL cargo plane en route
from Iceland to an Anchorage
refueling stop. The report was
made public .in late Decem-
ber.

Terauchi, a 47-year-old pi-
lot with 20 years-of experi-
ence, told United Press Inter-
‘national that two small
brightly lit objects and one
enormous object — the size of
two gpircraft carriers — fol-
lowed his fumbo {et for 400

77" Terauchi first sighted the

lights shortly after the plane
entered Alaska airspace. At
first, the lights were directly
in front of the plane, and
Terauchi feared a midair col-
lision, said Paul Steucke,
Alaska spokesman for the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. Terauchi then obtained
permission from an air traffic
controller to try and evade

the UFOs with several turns

and drops in altitude. He fi-
nally lost the UFOs about 80
miles northwest of Anchor-
age, nccording to Steucke.

The FAA controller who
monitored the JAL plane,
Flight 1628, reported tracking
the UFOs several times on
radar, as near as five miles
from the aircraft. ““The traffic
(UFO) stayed with JL1628
through turns and descents,”
said the controller in a state-
ment released by the FAA.
The identity of the controller,
however, has not been re-
leased.

The Military Regional
Operations Control Center re-
ported picking up the UFO on

* radar about eight miles from
the plane. The military center
then lost track of the UFO for
11 minutes, then picked up “a
flight of two,” according to a
flight chronology released by
the FAA. It picked up the
UFOs as they dropped back
-and to the right of the plane,
then lost radar contact.

) \ More recently, Steucke has

said that neither the military
. nor the FAA puts any faith in
the early radar sightings.
Steucke said that the FAA
controller mistakenly inter-
preted a split-image of the
cargo plene as a UFO and
that the the military now
reports its radar images were
simply “clutter.” -

e

e
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By ROBERT ENGELMAN
Scripps Howard News Service

A Federal Aviation Admin-

Istration probe of a UFO that"

showed up on an air control-
ler's sereen in November was
set back when a radar record-
ing tailed to show the craft's

"signal, an FAA spokesman

said Friday.

Agency officials Friday al-
s0 interviewed for a second

~. —-time a Japanese pilot who

Anchorage Daily News

was helped by an FAA air
controlier to evade what he
sald was an unidentified fly-
ing object over Alaska in
mid-November,

But the UFO sighting re-
mained a mystery, with FAA
and Alr Force sources saying
it was unlikely that the origin
of the craft described by Ken-
ju Terauchi would ever be
determined, )

Terauchi, a veteran pilot
ferrying JAL Flight 1628 from

Sunday, January 4, 1987

nNg suira mystery

Iceland to Japan, told United
Press International last Tues-
day that on the evening of
Nov. 17 he had been shad-
owed for more than 30 min-
utes and for nearly 400 miles
over Alaska by a mysterious
aircraft much larger than his
own plane, -

The object, which Terauchi
said was twice the size of an
aircraft carrier, was accompa-

See Page B-3, UFO
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. - . -
UFO: Does not show up on a recording of radar screen

I Continued from Page B-1 7

nied by two smaller aircraft,
the pllot said. The night was
clear, and FAA Investigators
who questioned the crew con-
cluded in a report that they
were rational and profession-
al and showed no evidence of
drug or alcohiol use.

Anchorage FAA spokesman
Paul Steucke said the agency
was investigating the matter
further only to find out if
unknown alreraft had violat-
ed the Japan Air Lines
plane's airspace, not to ascer-
tain if the unknown craft had
extraterrestrial origins. He
sald he did not expect Terau-
chi to add to the information
in press actounts.

But Steucke confirmed that
an FAA air traffic controller
had spotted the unknown
craft as a “‘weak, intermittent
signal” on his own radar. The

signal appeared within eight
miles of the JAL aircraft and
at the same speed and alti-
tude,

When the recorded radar
transmission was replayed
later, however, there was no
imege of any alrcraft except
for the commercial airliner,
Steucke said. He said it was
possible the signal from the
UFO was strong enough to be
picked up while the incident
was occurring but not strong
enough to register on the ra.
dar recording system.

Officials with the Air
Force's Alaskan Air Com-
mand initially told the FAA
air controller they, too, could
see the object's radar signal.-
But Friday, Capt. Larry Jen-
kins, a command spokesman,
sald the signal didn't last
long enough to be confirmed
and that the command now
attributed the signal to elec-

tronic clutter,

“We're not doing any fur-
ther Investigation,” Jenkins
said. .

The FAA has no systematic
procedure for evaluating re-
ports of unidentified flying
objects. The Air Force once
did, but abandoned such in-
vestigations more than 15
years ago, Jenkins saig.

A spokesman for the North
American Aerospace Defense
Command in Colorado said
officials there had no radar
slgnal that could correlate
with what Terauchi described
and were not investigating
the incident.

Terauchi and his crew of
two told the FAA at 6:19 p.m.
on Nov. 17 that they were fast
approaching the lights of a
large flying object and re-

P——

quested help In avoiding it,

An FAA controller, spot-
ting the signal of the mysteri-
ous craft on radar, directed
the JAL ptlot to take evasive
action, at one point approving
a 360-degree turn to shake the
object.

Steucke said both objects
appeared to be traveling
about 550 mph at 35,000 feet
In altitude and traveled to-
lgether for more than 350 mi-
es,

“I haven't seen anything
like this (situation) before,"
sald Steucke, who has lived
in Anchorage for 12 years and
worked in the FAA for four.
He said theorles on the origin
of the mysterious object var-
led from "“a UFO to some-
baody else's (forelgn) military
alreraft,” .

e —e e . e e
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ublic interest spurs on FAA’s U

Associated Press

he Federal Aviation Ad-
. istration has stepped up
irts “ to determine the
ree O6f wavering lights that
ged a Japan Air Lines
20 Jet across Alaska's
it sky for nearly an hour
{ovember.
We're looking at it to en-
: that somebody didnt vi-
e airspace we control,”
\ spokesman Paul Steucke
. Sunday. “We looked at it
ut slx weeks ago, but
e then we've gotten a lot
ublic interest, so we went

& and reinterviewed the .

t. He provided us with
itlonal information.”

‘eteran pilot Kenji Terau-
told Investigators Friday
ngh an interpreter that
- of the lights were small,

LY

perhaps no larger than eight
feet across. He sald the third
light was on an aircraft, a
huge darkened globe with a
diameter of perhaps two gir-
craft carriers placed end-to-
end, Steucke said.

The pilot sald the large
UFO showed up on his cock-
plit weather radar. But Images
on military radar screens at
the time were dismissed as
“clutter,” and a blip that
showed up on FAA screens

‘was analyzed as a coinciden-

tal “split image” of the air-
craft, Steucke said. .

. Radar tapes, transcribed
interviews and radio mes-
sages are to be sent to the
FAA in Washington, D.C,, 1at-

—ar this week for review,

Steucke said.
A JAL spokeswoman Sun-

day sald Terauchi was on a ' or for aircraft beacons,

flight to Europe and was un-
available.

Flight 1628, with a three-
man crew, left Iceland on
Nov. 17 with a load of wine
bouhd for Tokyo from Paris.
Terauchi and his crew picked
up the Boeing 747 in Iceland
for the Polar leg of the flight
to Anchorage.

The evening sky was clear
as the Jet, cruising at 525
knots, crossed into Alaska
from Canada, just northeast

-of Fort Yukon, At 8:19 p.m,

(AST), as the plane flew at
35,000 feet, Terauchi said he
saw three lights eight miles in

_{ront of his aircraft.

The pilot reported the
lights were yellow, amber
and green, Steucke said, but
not red, the international col-

“

*“The two smaller ones
moved a little bit, changed
their angle. The smaller ones
did not show up on the weath-
er radar on board,” Steucke
sald. “The larger one did.

“It appeared to him it

.-might be possible that the

lights might be exhaust pipes,

they kind of wavered but did ,
not blink, His main concern’

was trying to determine
whether he was overtaking
another aircraft.”

Steucke said the pilot re.
ported he dimmed cockpit
lights to ensure he was not
seeing a reflection.

“He flew for about six min-
utes before he decided to re-
port anything,"” Steucke said.
"12: can't say I blame him for
that.”

FO investigation:
ANCH, News

Terauchi radioed of-
age FAA air controllers, who
direct all airceraft traffic,

The pilot reported the ob-
ject was staying with him and
controllers told him to take
any evasive action needed.
Terauchi decreased altitude to

© 31,000 feet,-hut the lights

went down with him "“in for
matlon,” Steucke said.

South of Fairbanks, Terau-
chi turned the plane in A
complete circle to see if the
lights would follow. '‘That
was pretty clever,” Steucke
sald “'It allowed him to elim-
inate any natural phenome.
non which would have stayed
stationary." .

The lights vanished, head-
ing east, when the JAL jet
was about 80 miles north of
Anchorage, Steucke said.
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The Federal Aviation Administration
has stepped up its investigation of wa-
vering lj that dogged a Japan Air
Lines cargo\ jet across Alaska’s night

for nearly an hour in November, an
f icial said Sunday.

“We're looking at it to ensure that
somebody didn't violate airspace we
control,” said FAA spokesman Paul
Steucke. “We looked at it about six
weeks ago, but since then we've gotten
a lot of public interest, so we went back
and re-interviewed the pilot.”

The veteran pilot, Kenji Terauchi,

told investigators two of the lights were
small, perhaps no larger than eight feet
across, He said the third light was onan
aircraft, a huge darkened globe with a

diameter of perhaps two alrcraft car-

riers placed end-to-end, Steucke said.

Terauchi said the large UFO showed

up on his cockpit weather radar. But im-
ages on military radar screens at the
time were dismissed as *clutter,” and a
blip that showed up on FAA screens was
analyzed as a coincidental “split
image" of the aircraft, Steucke said,
Radar tapes, transcnbed interviews
and radio messages are to be.sent to the

.westlgators give No vember UFO

FAA in Washington, D.C., later this
week for review, Steucke said.

A JAL spokeswoman Sunday said
Terauchi was on a flight to Eurcpe and
wasunavailable, *

Flight 1628, with a three-man crew,
left Iceland on Nov. 17 with a load of
wine bound for Tokyo from Paris. Ter-
auchi and his crew boarded the Boeing
747 in Iceland for the Anchorage leg of
the trip.

The evening sky was clear as the jet,
cruising at 525 knots, crossed into
Alaska from Canada, just northeast of
Fort Yukon. As the plane flew at 35,000

ANCHL TMES,

H
1
|
1

sighting a second look

feet, Terauchi said he saw three lights

: e1ght miles in front of his aircraft.

i

The pilot reported the lights were

, gellow gmber and green, Steucke said,

ut not red, the international color for
aircraft beacons.

“The two smaller ones moved a little
bit, changed their angle. The smaller
ones did not show up on the weather
radar onboard,” Steucke said. “The
larger one did.

“It appeared to him it might be possi-

. ble that the lights might be exhaust

pipes, they Kkind of wavered but did not
blink. His main concern was trying to

determine whether he was overtakmg
another aircraft.”

Steucke said the pilot reported he
dimmed cockpit lights to ensure he was
not seeing a reflection, '

“He flew for about six minutes be- )

fore he decided to report anything,”
Steucke said. “I cant say I blame him
fortha ”

- Terauchi radioed Anchorage FAA air
controllers, who direct alt aircraft traf-
fic in the state, except for planes near
airports, Steucke said. Fairbanks con-

-trollers checked their screens but saw

only Flight 1628, Stuecke said.

]-5- g7

- W ey s e mam s ame s w—t ema

e By e el v D



P T e A

GhetbashingtonPost,

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4. 1987 A3

RMA Reopens

Its Inqu]ry
Into UFQOs -

Objects. Violated "

Alaskan Atrapace
: e r 'medecillmtoreopentheinqmry
Urnited Pread m"“'w was made by the renionl! director of
ANCHORAGE, Jln. 3—The Fed. | tho FAA, Steuckesaid, .-
eral Aviation Administration lias ree An unknown objsct appeared oo
opened its foqulry into what hap- | rader screens monltored by the An-

pened the night a Japan Air Lines
Boelng 747 cargo crew reported
seeing unidentified flylng objects
(UFOs) over Alaala, an FAA lpokoo-
man eakd today,

FAA M\uﬂgaton interviewed
Capt. Kenju Terauchi, the pilot, for a
second time Friday and are review-
ing all radar records from the eve-
ping of Nov. 17, 1088, when an un-

screens as the' JAL crew mpomd
seeing mysterious lighn.

"The reason we're exploring it i °
that it was a violation of airspace,”.
FAA spokeaman ‘Paul Steucke sald,

'rhntmyootmdmsa but that's
what It was.* '

Wlwnthohddéntﬂutunum.f
light last week, the FAA reported
that it was no longer investigating -

and considered the matter an unex-

However, a thorough review of

available data in the case began Fri- -
day and will continue this weelk,

Steucke sald, noting that he is calls

hshmlnqulry.notmlnmﬂn-}

“The object o! the hqu.lry—d
collecting all the data and interview-

ing peopie—Is to Identify the object, .

i posaible,” Steucke eald,

- “However, considering the typs of -

data we have available, no one con-

sidera it realiatlc that we can identﬂy .

the object,” e added.

| ¢horage Air Route Traffic Control

Center, the Alaska Air Command at
Eimendorf Air Forcé Base and i the
cockpit of the JAL plans, -

. Air Force officlals have dllnsll;ed'

the unidentified blip s “random ¢lut.
ter,” but Staucke siid the FAA’s ra-

dumtemudealpedtoremm‘
:thiekmdofcluttor. I

explsined blip lppemd on radar - )

e
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Controller says unknown image tracked on radar
Image seemed to be followmg JAL cargo plane that reported sighting of UFO

By HAL BERNTON ;
Daily News business reporter

Three air traffic controllers
. tracked on radar an image
that seemed to be following
the Nov. 17 flight of a Japa-
nese Air Lines cargo plane,
according to one of the con-
trollers who helped monitor
the radar.

The captain of the JAL
plane reported that an uni-
dentified ﬂylng object was
tailing his aircraft at the

same loq_ntion as the radar

Lm'a'il.l three of us thought
there was a track,” said Sam
Rich, a controller who has
worlked for the Federal Avla-
tion Administrationr for more,
than a decade: A track is
what air traffie- controllers
call the radar image of an
aireraft.

In previous news releases,
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration reported only one
-controllrr sighting the myste-
rlous object — described by

- of the cargo plane as &

thec:ewaswaverlnglights—

.on radar. That controller,
‘whose name has not been

released by the FAA, mistak-
enly Interpreted a spnt-imagg
1

object, FAA officials said fol-

lowing a. revle'vmo!r radar .

tapes, R

.On Th
no .knowledge of additional

‘controllers who had. tracked

the UFO-reported by the
JAL's .

ursday," FAA spokes-
man Paul Steucke said he had-

.pilot and two:maq*

Capt. Kenju Terauchi said
the UFO tailed their plane for
more than 300 miles as it
crosged into Alaska air space
en route from Iceland to an
Anchorage refueling spot.

Terauchl told United Pma
International that he saw two
brightly lit objects and a
third enormous object —
twice the size of an aircraft
carrier —. follow the plane.

s-auf.p.ulo

UFO: Controller says there was something on the radar

| continued from Pege A1 |

That report triggered a new
FAA investigation of the inci-
dent and a burst of interna-
tional publicity for Terzuchi.

Controllers have been in-
terviewed by FAA officials,
but until Thursday- had not
talked to the press.

Rich said he was on duty
for the half-hour during
which the JAL plane reported:
spotting the UFO.

He sald the JAL crew first
contacted the Anchorage air
controllers as their plane flew
over Fort Yukon. “They said
‘something was following

them.' It appeared to be light.

And appeared to be white,
orange and yellow,” he said.

Rich said the pilot sounded
shaken. “He was concerned.
There was“a quaver in his
voice.”

Rich said the controllers
immediately turned -down
their radar range to
small-scale that would better
define the air space around
the JAL plane,

“There did appear to be a
track near the plane about
where he (Terauchi) said there
was. So we kept looking.”

The track was not real
strong, Rich said, but neither
he nor any of his colleagues,
then thought it might be a

split l.mage

After spotting the track
Rich said he called the Mili-
tary Regional Operations
Control Center. ‘‘They in-
formed me that they had the
same tra

. Another controller then
told the pilot to make a series
of turns and a descent in an
effort to shake the UFO. Fi-
nally, as the plane headed
south from Fairbanks, the

controlle_rs lost track of the-

UFO.

Since the November inei-
dent, the FAA launched a
major review of the radar
tapes; initially confirming the

controller tracking, then dis-
missing it as a split or dou-
ble-image of the JAL plane.

Rich confirmed that double
images often occur on the
FAA radar screen, which re-
lies on computer-generated
data. But the plane didn't fly
through the areas where the
split images normally occur.

The JAL pilot isn't the first
pilot to report strange things
in that northern corridor.
During the past decade,
there's been about a half doz-
enn reports of unidentified
lights from civilian and mili-
tary pilots. “It's pretty real to
them (the pilots),” Rich said.

[y
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At Anchorage alrport Terauchi demonstrates how a glant object maneuvered to fly in formation with his plane.

THROUGH THE ALASKAN DARKNESS .
KENJU TERAUCHI, A 747 PILOT, IS |
PURSUEDBY A UFO—OR SO HE CLAIMS

As the Japan Air Lines 747 cargo jet
winged through the night skies over
northern Alaska last Nov. 17 there was
no hint of anything out of the ordinary.
For the three-man cockpit crew of
flight 1628, the leg from Reykjavik to
Anchorage was a routine milk run,
though the hold was brimming with
cases of Beaujolais for the Japanese
market. Then around & p.m., with the

plane cruising smoothly at 35,000 feet, .

Capt. Kenju Terauchi, 47, sighted “two
columns of light” piercing the darkness
about a mile ahead and some 30 de-
grees to his left. "'l thought it might be a
military aircraft,” he recalls, “sol ra-
dioed Anchorage flight control to ask,
‘Is there another plane near here?’ An-
chorage replied, 'The only traffic
isyou.'”

- Asfor the pilot's account of the bi-
zarre events that followed, Steven
Spielberg could hardly have scripted it
better. “Suddenly the lights came to
within 500 to 1,000 feet of the plane,”
says Terauchi, who saw “two dark cyl-

TA

inders with row after row of spinning

- amber lights, one row spinning in one
direction, the nextin the opposite.”
These were no ordinary lights—"They
were incredibly bright but cast no
shadow,” he insists. ‘| was sure it
wasn't another plane; it moved so
quickly that | realized it was not some-
thing human but had to do with very
high technology, very high intelligence,
| thought it might be a UFQ.”

A JAL flier with 19 years experience,

Terauchi was astonished at the spec-
tacle, yet says he felt no fear. The twin

cylinders *“flew in formation, and | real-
]

ized they had better control of their
craft thanidid, so there was no fear of
collision.” He watched mesmerized for
three to five minutes as the UFO sped
ahead and disappeared. Inits place
the pilot saw two white, fluorescent-
like lights perhaps eight miles away.
He flipped on his weather radar and
got a faint blip on his screen. Gradually
Terauchl's 747 overtook the apparition
» and, against the glow of Fairbanks’ city

lights far below, he glimpsed a star-
tiing silhouette—a giant ball “the size
of two aircraft carriers™ with protrud-
ing lights and a light band through the
middle.

Since Ancﬁorage air controllers had
registered a radar target hear fllght
1628, they called for a backup radar
check from the regional military con-
trol center. The U.S. Air Force control-
lers reported seeing a blip similar to
Terauchi’s, but called back a minute
later to say the signal was gone. Te-
rauchi nevertheless received permis-
sion to make any course changes

“needed to avoid the traffic.” As the

- 747 flew a 360-degree turn, says Te-

rauchi, the UFQ “followed along in the
same beautiful formation.” Finally, at
6:53, aII5|ghtlngs ceased, and flight
1628 proceeded to land in Anchorage
without further incident,.

Otficlals from the Federal Aviation
Administration’s Anchorage office and
JAL promptly launched an investiga-
tion. Far from providing a reassuring

CONTINUED
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explanation, the probe has served only
to deepen the mystery.

The customary explanations of sup-
posed UFO sightings—speciai climatic
conditions, refraction or reflection of
light from another source—have all
been suggested but none seems ap-
propriate. What about tHe radar
signals? The Air Force can’t vouch for
what Terauchi saw on his weatherra-
dar and now attributes its own brief
blip to “‘electronic clutter,” possibly a .
radar echo.

More intriguing is what Terauchi’'s
crew, copilot Takanori Tamefuji.and
flight engineer Yoshio Tsukuda, saw or

didn't see, Bath sighted a peculiar light.

tracking their plane, but'neither wit-
nessed the closer encounters with the
UFO. The pilot's suggestion that his
crew was too busy with flight dutles
seems curious and, still more perplex-
ing, news reports suggest there was
minimal cockpit chatter of the “What-
was-that?” variety.

The FAA has discounted the possi-
bility that Terauchi might have halluci-
nated the whole experience due to fa-
tigue or the influence of drugs. And no
one has accused the crew of taking il-

.. licit sips from the cargo. Although the

crew was not tested, the FAA solemnly
reported that ‘‘crew members were
not influenced by drugs or alcohol.”

Ultimately the issue hinges on the
credibility of Captain Terauchi, a one-
time Japan Air Self Defense fighter
jock and a pilot with an impeccable
record. No one could suggest a reason
why he might want to invent a cocka-
mamie. yarn and risk professional ridi-
cule. Terauchi contends that other pi-
lots have seen things in the skies but
don't report them because doing so is
bad for one's career.

To date the FAA takes the position
that while Terauchi is a responsible pi-
lot, there is scant evidence to corrobo-
rate his strange sighting. But the cap-
tain is not done with UFOs. Just last
week, tlying a similar cargo mission
from Europe to Anchorage, he said it
happened again. “Please record this,”
he radioed air traffic control excitedly,
lapsing partly into Japanese. “Irregular
lights, looks like a space ship.” This
time there were no unexplained radar
contacts, though Terauchi's cockpit
companions (a different crew from
flight 1628's) again were uncertain as
to what, if anything, had happened. The
FAA will investigate. Watch this space.
~~Written by Dan Chu, reported by
Nancy Faber
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Was an FAA-confirmed
sighting really a UFO?

to fly, according to an experienced pilot

who watched it from as little as eight
miles off. It was fast—fast enough to keep
pace with a 747 jet for halfan hour as it flew
over the empty Alaska wilderness. It was
flanked by two smaller objects that maneu-
vered with it; together the three objects
flashed a brilliant pattern of yellow, amber
and green lights. And—if this sounds aw-
fully familiar to connoisseurs of UFO
tales—there is one thing that set this par-
ticular apparition apart: it may have
shown up on radar.

Although the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration confirmed last week that some sort
of sighting did take place aboard Japan Air

It was big—bigger than anything known |

Lines Flight 1628, much of what happened

remains a mystery. The incident began on
the evening of Nov. 17, with veteran pilot
Kenjyu Terauchi, 47, at the controls of the
JAL cargo plane, which was en route to
Anchorage from Reykjavik, Iceland, the
middle leg of a Europe-to-Tokyo flight. The
weather was clear as the jet crossed the
Beaufort Sea off Alagka’s north coast. Sud-
denly Terauchi and his two fellow crew-

Strange Encounte

riOv

e
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aska

men spotted flashing lights moving along-
side them—about eight miles off, at the
plane’s altitude. of 35,000 feet. Terauchi

- radioed FAA controllers and received per-

mission to descend to 31,000 feet. After a
minute the controllers asked if the lights
were still there. “It is descending in forma-
tion,” the pilot replied:

Terauchi said he glimpsed the full craft
only once, in profile. “It was a very big
one—two times bigger than an aircraft car-
rier,” he reported. He sketched it as wal-
nut-shaped, with a wide flat rim and bulges
above and below. According to FAA spokes--
man Paul Steucke of the Anchorage re-
gional office, Terauchi located the object

with his own an-board weather radar. Both-

Air Force ang civilian flight captrollers
reported briefly seeing echoes of what
might have been another craft nearby the
JAL flight. But when radar tapes covering
theperiod were replayed by FAA investiga-
tors, Steucke says, the reported echoes
could not be found. The Air Force, he add-
ed, is now attributing the supposed radar
sightings to “clutter.”

‘A mystery": Approaching Fairbanks, Ter-
auchi steered his plane in a 360-degree cir-
cle, but the object stayed with him, finally
disappearing as the 747 approached An-
chorage. FAA officials interviewed the
crew on the ground and found them, in
Steucke's words, *‘professional, rational,
well-trained people.” The FAA confirmed
the incident after inquiries from Japanese
reporters, who heard about it from a rela-
tive of one of the crewmen. But it has closed
its inquiry into the sighting. “It’s a mys-

tery,” Steucke concedes, *but, really, we.

have nothing here to investigate. The con-

" trollersawwhathesaw. . . Asfaraswhatit

could be, on the extreme side it could have
been the. proverbial unknown object, or
possibly military aircraft from the United
States, Canada or some foreign country.”
AsforTerauchi, hetold a UPI reporter that
he believes the object he saw over the Alas-
ka sky that night must have come from
another planet with a civilization far more
advanced than ours. Only that can explain,
he says lightly, their interest in his cargo:

. cases of French Beaujolais wine:

Jed tounseat Rose Bird; bu
_the controversial chief justice:
of the state’s Supreme. Court..
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FAA has no conclusion about UFO

By HAL BERNTON
Daily News reporter
The Federal Aviation Administra-

tion Thursday released the results of its
investigation of the celebrated Nov. 17
sighting of UFOs by a Japanese Air
Lines crew. There was first-person tes-
timony from the JAL crew members,
statements from controllers and reams
of radar data. Everything but a conclu-
sion.

-"“The FAA does not have enough

The FAA originally said radar data
confirmed a UFOQ sighting in the area.
But after a lengthy review of tapes, the
agency determined that three control-
lers on duty that day were mistaken —
the radar did not pick up an object.

However, reporters who flocked to
the press conference from as far away
as Japan and Philadelphia did not go
away empty-handed. Each received a
free copy of the FAA’s anthology of the
event, a thick packet; of doctments,

3 ot
L3 =3 - iy, LT

flying over McGrath. As twe pilots
examined a weather radar, they noticed
a “'target” out in frent of them.

“Up at our altitude, (35,000 feet) ...
you haven't had any UFO reports
lately?"” one of the pilots radiced the
FAA controller.

The crew reported the target quickly
moved off their radar screen at an
estimated speed of 300 miles a minute.
They reset their screen from a 50-mile
to a 100-mile radius. Thev brieflv spied

Anchorage Daiy NewsMichael Pann

FAA spokesman Psul Steucke walts as reporters read his agency's ﬂlidlngl about the JAL pllol"l_ sighting of a UFO.




UFO: FAA releases reams of data from investigation, but comes to no conclusion about pilot’s sighting

L Continued from Page A-1 I

except on radar.

The FAA did not have
ground radar coverage in the
McGrath area, so there was

no way to confirm the plane's,

sighting. Agency officials in-
terviewed crew members af-
ter they landed, but formed
no opinion about the Alaska
Airlines sighting.

FAA officials Thursday
had more to say ashout the
Nov. 17 reported sighting of
two small UFOs and an enor-
mous “mothership.” The JAL
pilot’s initial report appeared
to be partially confirmed by
three ground controllers, who
saM in statements released at
the press conlerence they
thought they picked up cne of

the UFOs on FAA rada r.

But also on Thursd: ay, the
FAA released a formal review
of the controller rada r tapes
by New Jersey-based agency
technicians that conclu ded the
controllers mistakenly; inter-
preted a split-image of the
JAL plane as a second object.

*'It is unfortrinate,”’
Steucke said, that tlhe split
image appeared “just when a
pilot was reporting: seeing
something outsicle his air-
craft.”

Steucke said, the FAA
launched its three-mionth ex-
aminetion of tlie Nlovember
sighting to malke siare some
strange alrcrafli watin't men-

,acing the safety o the alr
Yrafiic contral gyystiem: Since

the radar didm't pick up a

second alrcraft, the FAA now

considers the air, traffic sys-
tem safe and the case closed.

"We are not in the UFO
business and don't intend to
be," Steucke said,

Does that mean the FAA
doesn’t believe the reports of
the sightings from the JAL
crew?. Not at all. “As far as
we know, the whole crew are
people of integrity and did
report what they saw accu-
rately,” Steucke said.

Kenju Terauchi, the pilot
of the JAL plane, describes
the sightings in almost mysti-
cal terms in 8 December re-
port titled “Meeting the Fu-
ture" to JAL management.

"Once upon a time If a
hunter saw a TV, how did ke
describe it to other people?
My experience was similar to
this,” he began his tale. ...

There was no danger, but it
created many questions that a
human being cannot answer."

Terauchi said he first saw
two spaceships that hovered
almost stationary, then rapid-
ly pulsed across the sky.
“*Most unexpectedly, two
spaceships stopped in front of
our face, shooting off lights.
The inside cockpit shined
brightly and I felt warm in
the face,” Terauchl wrote in
his report to JAL officlals.

Later, as the JAL plane

’ flew over Fairbanks, Terau-

chi reported a third UFO, a
huge spaceship the size of two
battleships. He said the space-
ship followed the JAL plane
south of Fairbanks, then
abruptly disappeared as con-
trollers directed a United Air-

lines plane to check out the
sighting.

gIt:: an interview with FAA
officlals, Terauchi sald the
Nov. 17 Incident was the third
UFO sighting of his 20-year
carcer as a pilot. A fourth
sighting Terauchi reported In
January he later dismissed as
the lights of a town reflected
in the clouds by an air inver-
sion. :

Co-pilot Takanori Tamefujl
and engineet Yoshio Tsukuba
said the November sighting
was thelr first. Both, in Inter-
views with FAA officials,
confirmed parts of Terauchi's
account.

Tsukuba, the flight engi-
neer, sald he saw-~strange
white and amber-colored
lights that glowed with a

strange intensity that “I can-
not describe ... not even in
Japanese,”*

But in two interviews with

FAA officlals, he said he
didn't know whether the ob-

+jects wepe UFOs. “When I

was Interviewed here the first
time by F.AA personnel,” Tsu-
kuba sald in his second inter-
view, *'I was not sure whether

the object was a UFO or not.

My mind has not changed
since then.™

Tamefujl said he spotted
the first series of-lights about
the same time as the captain,
and that they followed the
plane, ‘But he said he could’
not make out the large object
spotted over¥Fairbanks be
cause it followed on Terau-
chi’s side of the plane.



e ——
e ————

l'l- L

Skeptics brace themselves.

1ot oiher attack of UFOria

) . e
48y CuRT supLeg:: :
£ The Washingtori Pogg.
3. Heads Up, Ameriea. Thig

erockery. According to Les Stacaptibiifey
.glndicaegrs. we're in for a- delixge—-ogeufﬁﬂq,

' #that'll make the Galveston flood fﬂoktllf:e"p%g# s S
;g-;,baﬂltub ring, . o < Inve

b B AR - t0-astra]- ity —. are. boing takay -
¢ Three reputapje Publishers — Randﬁ? sericugly outs; ‘thir as.” 4 aw |- ‘
f‘HOUSG, Morrow and Atlantic Monthly Fress oW tidrs b ey MicLaine’s multiple [
. stare releasing major ‘non-fiction accoufits- of, -past- Hyea: _thﬁn:}'ﬂnkunnlibéswelt'sone; Qral - i
4 bumang contacted, abducted op tortured:: by~ Row:mms hom-to-hormy: combat . with -
1_egtraten'e9tﬁals; i . - yigelt, 4 newsstands-are

*" Popular infatuation with the UFO. sightqgf - d

f‘hy a Japan' Afr Lineg Pilot over Fairbanis iy

1 November hay Erown . sky-bigh _ forcin _the & Th
5 Federa} ation Adminjstration” 1nto the, -
¥ I Busim z

oy

-t



UFO: Americans look to the skies while skeptics prepare counteratiack

I Continued from Page D-1 |

(“Warday,” “The Hunger,” “The Wolfen'') was the first out of
the UFQlogical gate last month with “Communion™ {Morrow).

“E.T." it ain’t. The gruesome "'trye story'" of how Strieber
and his family were repeatedly tormented by creatures he
calls The Visitors includes such delectable interludes as
needles stuck into the brain (“What can we do,” a female alien
inquires, “to help you stop screamlng?"’), a sort of anal rape
with a metering device, a thin probe shoved through the
nostril to the temporal lobe and other manifestations of what
Strieber assumes is a form of interspecies research. With his
son haunted by night terrors and his marriage crumbling,
Strieber — hoping for mere madness — turned to neurology,
psychiatry and hypnosis. Still the horrors persisted, obliging
him finally to regard The Visitors as somehow real, even to
find a grudging empathy for their purposes.

He says he wasn’t keen to write the book until he met
several similarly afflicted persons through Budd Hopkins (a
Ieading investigator of abduction claims and the author of
another saucer-season volume, detalled below) and saw the
“human suffering,’ Publishers were equally reluctant: Of the
13 houses to which he submitted the manuseript, five *tumed
it down with contempt and a number rejected It as a favor to
me — with the recommendation that I never ever publish it"
lest his reputation be ruined. But four houses felt otherwise,
and the bidding finally reached $1 million for hard-cover,
softcover and other rights, It may have been a bargain:
Sunday *“Communion” hit the No, 7 spot on The New York
Times non-fictlon best-seller list. .

Strieber, who says he has continued to have visitations
since writing the story, is not too surprised by the success,'
since “in December The Visitors told me they would help me
with the book.” He's even founded a company to make a
movle version. But what if the creatures should be displeased?
“Well,” Strieber says, “if The Visitors are real and completely
separate (from our own minds), and I .were to sell this to
semebedy they didn't like, I'd be In more trouble than I can
imagine.” After that: a book on how the experience affected
his wife and 8-yearold son.

It would be easy to dismiss Strieber as a guilt-sodden wacko
who concocted his nightmare avengers from obsessive apoca-
Iyptic fears ("Warday” and “‘Nature's End" concem nuclear
holocaust and environmental devastation, respectively) com-
blned with remorse at his father's death. And by his own
account, ke's a bit odd: “I remember being terrified as a little
boy by an appearance of Mt. Peanut.” But he preempts much
critielsm by his obstinate skepticism, Even after psychoanaly-
sis, hypnotic therapy and a CAT scan found him sane and
healthy, Strieber does not, finally, insist that The Visitors
exist independently of his family's experience of them, and his
book ends in a plea for further research,

It can't come too soon for the agonized subjects Budd -

Hopkins describes in “Intruders” (Random House, April).
Hopkins, a successful New York artist with works in the
Corcoran and Hirshhom museums here, has spent the past 12
years studying 132 persons who claim to_have been abducted
by allens, employing psychiatrists, psycholog!sts and lie-detec-
tor experts to screen his subjects.

In “Intruders,” he recounts the experiences — often re-

vealed through hypnosis — of more than a dozen victims and
their relatives. Despite wide divergence in region, age, sex and
soclal class, the subjects share an alarming similarity: Mem-
bers of the same family "seem to have been systematically
abducted, at varying times and locations" for anatomical
examination,

There are accounts of sperm and ova ripped from their
donors, tubes Inserted and withdrawn while victims lie there
like laboratory meat, bables artificially birthed and stolen.
The staries are so alike in pattern and detail, writes Hopkins,
55, that they reveal “a central purpose behind” the abduction
phenomenon™ — namely, "a genetleally focused study of
particular bloodlines.” A hideous notion, “but I have the case
material and I'm stuck with it.”

The book's credibility chiefly depends on the assumption
that so many people could not be lying in such eerily identical
ways when they have nothing to gain except public humilia-
tion. (And pain. Listening to his subjects, Hopkins says, “I'd
match them tear for tear.”) He purposely withheld from the
book certain of the victims® key recollections {such as the alien
writing they saw) as a benchmark for subsequent stories.

Without physical evidence, he concedes, **There's no smok-
ing gun. But we're gonna find it one of these days." And face a
saucerload of angry aliens whose cover is blown? “The weird
thing is," says Hopkins, *'I don't even think they care, "They
wortk covertly according to thelr own pattern.”

He first got Interested in the subject in 1564, He thought he
saw a8 UFO on Cape Cod, and when he mentioned it later at a

«jarty, people began regaling him with thelr own sightings. *T
realized,”vHopkins says, “that there was kind of an pnder-
- ground of pepple who had kept it to themselves." -

* I 1815 heWrotk up an account of a mass sighting ¥n New
Jersey for The Vlllage Voice. The plece was ‘reprinted in
Cosmopolitan and suddenly Hopkins was a name to be
reckoned with. He began collecting stories of people who had
lost hours or days out of their lives to abductions. In 1981, it
became his first book, “Missing Time.” And there'll be
another after “Intruders,” though he concedes that *you have
to ipso facto be crazy" to believe in his thesis, “But if this is
true, then it's the biggest story there is."

Gary Kinder sgrees. His book, “Light Years" (Atlantic
Monthly Press, April), re-examines the notorlous case of
Eduard Meler, a Swiss laborer who in the late '70s convinced
thousands that he was in constant contact with an amiable
outfit from the Plelades.

Meler amassed hundreds of photographs of the allens'
saucers, thousands of pages of notes on their science and moral
Jore (ostensibly conveyed to him by Semjase, a comely
Pleiadean about 330 years old), and yards of film of UFO
maneuvers. For months, fans, reporters and film crews flocked
Ao hear the one-armed, self-educated Meler sermonize; no one,
however, actually saw his mentors, Then, in 1980, it all came
apart. Several UFOlogists, after more or less research,
declared his photos bogus, his story a fraud.

The case is “unadulterated hogwash,” says Walt Andrus

from MUFON's Seguin, Tex., headquarters. “Xn absolufe

hoax,” says Sherman J. Larsen, director of the Center for UFQ
Studies in Glenview, Ill. Andrus and several other UFOlogists
were so worried that a resurrection of the case would open
their pursuit to ridicule that — without reading the book —

they implored the publisher to dump it. e
“I'm catching so much hell," says Kinder, 40, an Idaho >
lawyer-turned-writer who came across the subject while on the”!
promo trail for his last book, “Victim,” the 1983 account of al,
Utah murder. The original investigators in the Meler case (who "
hold the copyright to much of the film, tape recordings and -
other primary materials) were looking for someone to write Bn
book on the subject. After seeing the films and photos in the |
fall of 1583, Kinder was hooked, o
Three years, a modest advance and $30,000 in expenses later, ++
he has turned up a number of name-brand scientists, technical ...
experts and eyewitnesses who stipulate that Meler’s films, ...
metal samples and recorded saucer sounds — whatever they -
are — are no simple hoax, (Research chemist Marcel Vogel, a -
27-year veteran of IBM and holder of numerous patents, .,
examined a metal specimen Meier allegedly got from the.:
aliens. Though he wouldn't say .it was extraterrestrial, he M
confirmed that “with any technology that I know of, we could -
not achieve this on this planet.”) By the end of the narrative, - |
the colorful case becomes plausible, if not convinecing, Though “*
“the truth of the Meler contacts will never be known," Kinder **
says, “I thought the field fascinating, There really is some- =
thing flying around out there. I'm convinced of that," )

It's still a minority opinion in the science establishment. '’
Astronomer-exoblologist Car! Sagan, who regards the search *
for intelligent life In the universe as "exceedingly important,” o
thinks the odds against its landing here are, well, astronomi-
cal: Even assuming that-our galaxy contains 1 million o
advanced clvilizations, each one would have to send 10,000
missions a year Just to find us among the billions of possible .
venues.” . .

Phillp Klass of Wnshingtgn, contributing avionies editor of
Aviatlon Wee Space Technology, dean of UFQ debunkers, .
says he was expecting the spate of new books: "'Slnce the
mid-'60s, the UFO movement has grown so desperate to
sustain momentum that they have embraced such tales of -
abduction.* '

If such events actually bappened, Klass wonders, “Why has "
not a single one of them ever reported the abduction to the |
FBI?" Mareover, ““We Americans love to collect Souvenirs, Bat -
not a single one of these 100 or 200 alleged abductees has
brought back a physical souvenir* or even the explanation of .’
a new sclentific fact, “There's not a single piece of physical
evidence.”

Strieber 15 worried that the new books will bring all sorts*"
of nuts and kooks out of the woodwork — thus distracting .
attention from the few Intrigulngly unexplained cases he calls
*“true UFOs” or “TRUFOs.” The general public, he says, "isn't -~
going to know what to make of it, since there are so many -~
hoaxes." -

The most recent Gallup Poll on the subject was taken in

1978, At that time, 57 percent said they believed UFOs were

rea] and 9 percent said they had personally seen something -~
they thought was a UFQ. Last June, the National Science ..,
Foundation released the results of a nationwide survey that -
found that 43 percent of adults surveyed agreed that “it is »
likely that some of the unidentified flying objects that have
been reported are really space vehicles from other civiliza- .
tions.” The NSF saw dismaying evidence of scientific {llitera-
cy; book publishers may see a market. "
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" »; WASHINGTON—Flylng saucers
caiaaupureablwsingasfreshalr
and showflakes, but—in our chur-
l1sh way—we insist on thinking

"re out to get us.
srecord proves thege celestial
never harm a svul, though
m ang do themﬂelves in by
g them too tar, todhigh or too
~ fast. Saucers.sre friendly, uisi~
tive, fun-loving. Only pointy-
bureaucrats call them UFQs.
Whein & Japanese cargo pilot
Spotied a glant walnut of a saucer,
‘itwo tiines bigger than an aircraft
" cartier;” flying formation with him
over the Arcticrecently, hereacted
with characteristic humanoid skit-
tishness. He got FAA permission to
take evasive maneuvers.
Silly boy. Nobody evades a sauc-

Tough airport markeﬁlig' efforts

By SUE CROSS
Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU—Alaska officials have
been trumpeting stopover -
businesss at the Anchorage and

Bealnhotble fobdreoes dl a1 o

P

‘: 1d Alaska UF O just wani plé

er To these fun-lovlng vlsitors
ffom outer space, a plane’s darting
away Is an invitation to dance:. ..

I've followed‘saucers since their

_debut in 1947. In the late '50s, as an

Alr Force reservist, lhadadeekln
an intelligence shop next to the Pro-
ject Blue Book officer who resear-,
ched all saucer gightings.’ . |

. Hetoundthesaucerscuﬂous’ab-

out everything oh earth, es

junk food. A gentleman ln the b:il}f
west onice came upon several egh‘a
territorjals plenicking by &

saucer. Heseht in a samplé of whiit

they had béen eating, Cliemical
:lni;lysis showed it to be pancake

Any student of psycho a hlcs
knows flapjack eaterbarelald back
and mellow. If saucéricrews were
mean-spirited ideologiies like Pat-

us will be hurt,” says Dale Fox,
mga of 1tz'he Alaska Visitors

on. Fox was in Juneau to- solution, Alaska
day to ask state officials to boost in winning stopover business is

their airport marketing efforts,

\.‘l b2 ol RN O

rick Buchanan, they would not eat
flapjacks. They would breakfast on
All-Bran and fried eggs like other
curmudgeons.

.. Saucers contribute to_' the gross.

'l‘hls lady wu o a starnhlp that
" crashed-jn- Brasi). last summer,
escaped. from & detention center
and may be on her way to the U.S.,
the tabloid sdys. Then, as humans

national product, providing weekly invarlably dd; it speculates about

articles for the tabloids supermar. 17 coming “",m" "‘“’“3“ ex
kets sell. These frequeritly deal.; h i

with food, 6 when a saucer several 1 ,F
’years ago hijacked a thick 1¢ad of
peanut butter. It wasreturned after. 'brim with gqsto and good humor,
tasting, much as a magician hand¥ not gerlns

back your tie after apmrlns % \'Why ds poupé tnsist oi thinking
g
m“"sl"oln { | satiers are bostle? Probably be-
AT ! '‘¢ause we make everything over.

men X our owh' image. We're too guilt-
O Y < - tidden'to grasp innocence, too fear-
Tbewﬁntﬂeekly World Nivws ful to appreclateradlance. Because
feamresasketcho!afemale ce we '1a¢k the zest to enjoy the
alien under a headline, ‘‘UFO, . ubsurdity of life; we maké every-
Crash Survivors on the _I..o{nu’a."i

"ﬁendaclo 3 Jbone in

thlngout(obeas"grimasweare

fc

other states, Fox said. airporta
But aecordingtothepmposedre— cltlg:ns
' success ting into

“Ancl

being leonardized hy devalnmmont  adonobe

E Wétld News .
. Saucers

ane S wme"

‘Saucers afe for merriment, high
jinks, fun. Unlike the bashful Nes-
sie of the Scottish loch or Yeti of the
high Himalayas, saucers are spi-
rited extroverts, sociable as pup-
pies. Astronomers say a huge
galaxy was born the other day.
Small wonder thesaucers areout in
Loree,-hghtlng up the heavens.
“What better way to mark the birth
of new stars?-

When thé next flying saucer
shimmers up to you, grab on and
soar. If peanut butter sticks to your
palate, ask for wine. The saucer
that glommed onto the Japanese
plane the other day knew exactly
what it was doing. That 747 was
loaded to its gunnels with new
Beaujolais.

©1987 Cox News Service
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Publishers wha selt paperback myster-
ies for $2.98 may be envious of the Federal
Aviation Administration’s regional office in
Anchorage, Alaska. The office is offering a
pricey mystery that’s drawing a lot of at-
tention—a $134.30 unbound coilection of re-
parts dealing with the celebrated sighting
of a UF0 by a Japan Alr Lines pilot over
the Arctic Ocean last Nov. 17.

. “We've sold 30 complete packages so
far,"” and received about 300 orders for
portions, says Paul Steucke, an FAA
spokesman in Anchorage.

Glossy Color Photos

In consideration of UFQ-watchers
whose resources aren't astronomical, the

agency will sell separately any of the 20 -

items in the cotlection. These include a $50
cassette recording of the conversation be-
tween (light controllers and the JAL crew
during the 50-minute encounter, and a $36
set of glossy color photos of radar read-
outs, The prices are based on the cost of
reproducing the materials,

Orders continue to roil in despite the
FAA's conclusion—in a separate report
that costs nothing—that it couldn't substan-
Uate the sighting. Its technical experts in
Allantic City, N.J., said blips on a radar
screen that appeared to cmEirm an ohject

%w
We're Going to Ruin the Ending:
‘The Split-Radar Returns Did It -

in the vicinity of the JAL jet were actually
“split-radar returns”-shadows of the
plane’s primary echo.

The conclusion was bolstered, says Mr.
Steucke, by a report of a United Airlines
pilot who, at the request of Anchorage
flight controllers, flew near the path of the
JAL jet at the time of the mysterious ra-
dar readings. He saw no other aireraft.

The FAA normally doesn’t get into ei-
ther the UFO or the publishing business.
But it investigated this incident because an
aircraft might have ventured unreported
into the airspace of the JAL cargo carrier,
which was en route from Iceland to An-
chorage, Mr. Steucke says.

A Pllot’s View

And though the agency routinely makes
certain reports available, it has been as as
mystified by the demand for its costly doc-
uments as some people are by the sighting
itself. But the graphic testimony of Kenju
Terauchi, the FAL pilot who reported the
sighting, probably hasn't hurt sales.

He told the FAA immediately after the
incident that he had been followed by two
strands of lights, pulsating with amber
glows, and a huge craft that appeared to
be a “mother ship.” He later said the large
UFQ was the “size of two battleships” and
appeared to be made by ““a very high tech-
noln'gy and intelligence.™

I' JOURNAL,

used against nematodes have been banned.
because of environmental problems.

New Healing Salve

A healing salve prepared from blood is
being developed.

A University of Minnesota surgeon, Da-
vid R. Knighton, explains that after a
burn, cut or other wound the bedy pro-
duces substances that trigger tissue re-
growth and healing. Some of these healing
factors have been tracked to the platelets,
tiny plate-shaped particles that help blood
to clot. Dr. Knighton, working with Cura-

"Tech.Inc., a small company in which the

University of Minnesota holds a stake, has
developed a *‘platelet-derived wound-heal-
ing formula” using platelets from a
wounded patient’s own blood. The formula
is made into a salve applied with gauze.

Initial tests on burns, chronic ulcers
and other wounds that are slow to heal are
promising, although definitive controlied
tests on burn patients are still to be com-
pleted. "It's not a miracle potion, ** Dr.
Knighton ‘says. But, he notes, “this is the
way nature heals wounds; all we're doing
is mtmicking it." One theoretleal attribute
of the salve is that blood contains factors
that turn off tissue regrowth the moment a
wound is sealed. Thus, the salve should
help reduce scarring.

The researcher is now working on ways
to extend the shelf life of the salve and to
see if the healing factors can be extracted
from donated blood rather than just the
wounded patient's awn blood.
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ANCHORAGE, Alaska = "It:you

. want an inside look at a-Japan+Air °

Lines pilot's recent claim -tizt: he
saw a UFO, the Federal Avfation
Administration will send you every-
thing you ever wanted- to-4mow
about the incident for $194.302
" The complete package indludes
tapes of interviews with crew shem-
bers, spaceship drawings- by the
JAL pilot and air -¢ontroller:state-
ments, even four glossy color phittos
of regeneratedradardata. - ~ 6> -
"“The unusual FAA majl-brdetTof-
fer is an effort to cope;with'stor-
mous publi¢ interest’in the Nodém- -
ber sighting, sa.ld spoksman*‘l?au]
Steucke.. -, LT Lol
Since the pilots claim was"-}a‘ub-
licly disclosed,-the FAA" Archor-
age office has.received Informeation
requests from more than 200 ndm-
bers of the news medid, as wellias
46 requests from individuals.. i
For those on 'tight-budgetsithe
FAA’s UFO package can be bpoken
down into less extensive tidbits,

from-a $50 tape of atl:rcrew—#hdm«
trarismissions to "a_J30-cent ‘FAA i

fifary of the sighting. Order€of
ess than §$5 are free, and can bead-
essed to the FAA at701C St.rBox

1) Temuchl Te-.
ported on Nov.-17 that his Boeing
747 cargo jet was shadowed by two
belts of light as it cmssed :nto\)\las-
ka airspace on a fhght from Icé{a"ild
to Anchorage: ©_ eI

In an encounter ihat lasted abdut
50 minutes, Terauchl also reported
seeing a third alrcraft, a huge space-
ship which he said was the'sizé'of
two aircraft carriers: He radioed the
sighting to Anchorage FAA flight
controllers, who saw  what they
thought was an object on their i'adar
screens. | C e O

Philip J. Klass, an’ edxtor‘Wfth .

" Aviation Week and Space Technol-

ogy-and a longtime invangatnr'uf
claimed UFO sightings,, has*ln(resu- .
gated the ‘incident and concluded ’
that the pilot was actuallysee.lugan
unusually bright image of the plamet
Jupiter and possibly Mnrs. R
The FAA is scheduled to rélaase
on Thursday the results of its mves-
tigation of the sighting.’ ) '_ _‘_
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" FAA .Selling Tapes; Drawings On UFO I:c—ident

Assoclated Press regenerated radar data. : > - Of than & - '
ANCHORAGE, Alaska — If you gl'he unusual FAA mall-order of- ?’,22,“"“ Orders of less th $Sare ;eported seelng & third alrcraft, a
want to know more about a Japan ter 1 an effort to cope with enor- Information requests sh u‘j‘g" £%?h:£ow:lum be sald wes
want {0 Koo ) pilot's_recent Mous publlc lntercet, 15 the No-  gerr ot RAA ot 701 C ould 6 o radioed the ® outing & carpere:
clalm that he saw a UFO, the vember sighting, sald spokesman 4 Anch a St, Box o "paA Ml ng to Anchor-
Federal Aviation Administration Paul Steucke. g oTage, .Alabkl- 99513, mb h tght controllers, who
will send you a whole package For those on tight budgets, the JAL Copt. Kenjyu Terauchl re- - ob]eétwo nfihe]ey thought was an
about the incident for $194.30. goA\ﬁn 8 I%Fho package l?ntt;e rt:;ok;n g:m;oﬂig:-vlv that his B:aelgﬂ phmppx]a,: ;'j,%g':m“& Avi
: . The agenc offe 0 as shadow N -
mt'le'hrgiel;g:kfﬂsﬁhlncludes tapes of -lndividual‘lte%ns, fanging trom g two beltsof llahtultmmding-' ;";::“lwg:g and Space Technology, .
Ay Juth crew members,  $50 cassette tope of communica- Alosks airspace o8 3 flight from  soncluded igated e Incident and
Pt and air contrglle ym e tions between the controllers and Iceland to Anchorage. ally :eel at the pilot was actu-
even four gl b otoments, the flight crew to a 30-cent copy - In an encouster ' lasted image og an unususlly brig’d
glossy color photos of of an FAA form summarizing the about 50 minutes, Terauchi a!fao posslmg%l;fmme pleset Jupitor and
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J. ANTONIO HUNEEUS

Strange Sighting Over Alaska Revives UFO Debate

The media’s recent interest in a UFO incident in Alaska
has shown that “llying saucers” are still alive and kicking.
Despite four decades of official ridicule and academic
indifference, it takes just one new good case to bring
back again for public appraisal the ofd UFOQ question.
Captain Kenju Terauchi’s Japan Air Lines (JAL) Boeing
747 cargo jet, Qying across the Arctic Circle between

‘| Reykjavik, Iceland, and Tokyo, provided just that case,

The incident occurred on the evening of November
17, 1986, yet it wasn't untit New Year's that the story
was leaked to the press. The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) and the U.S. Aic Force acknowledged
initially that the UFO had been detected by ground radar
in Fairbinks, Alaska. OnJanuary 4, FAA spokesman Paul

| Steucke admirted the agency was conducting a formal

inquiry of the event and had interviewd the JAL crew for
a second time.

The “official investigation” of the radar tapes later
labeled it an “artifact,” which in radar jargon means a
“ghast,” in this case the 747's “double image.” Nonethe-
less, it was — in the late Dr. J. Allen Hynek's classifica-
tion — a “radarfvisual” case. Captain Terauchi insisted
he saw “a very big” object, approximately “two times
bigger than an aircraft carrier,” as well as two smaller
objects which paced his plane for 400 miles during at least
haif an hour, The copilot and tlight engineer also saw the
UFO lights. -

Evasive Action

JAL Flight 1628 was fQying enroute to Japan on a
routine cargo haul between Iceland and Anchorage. The
747 was cruising normally at 525 knots at 35,000 feet
when around 6 p.m., Terauchi sighted “two columns of
light™ about a mile ahead and some 30 degrees to his lefu
The pilot radiced the control tower at Anchorage to
check if there was any other air traffic. Anchorage

"I responded in the negative. “Suddenly the lights came to

within 500 to 1,000 feet of the plane," said Terauchi. He
described the lights as “two dark cylinders with cowafter
row of spinning amber lights" which cast no shadews.

“| was sure it wasn't another plane,” he said later in
an interview. “[t moved so quickly that I realized it was
not semething human but had to do with very high
technology, very high intelligence.” Stranger things con-
tinued to happen. A blip was detected cn the 747s
weather radar, and the cylinders “flew in furmation” with
the jet. At this point, FAA spokesman Steucke expliined

* later, “his (Terauchi) main concern was trying to deter-

mine whether he was overtaking another airceaft.”

The captain then requested from ground authorities
permission to take evasive action, which granted it and
proceeded to give him instructions. The Boeing dropped
4,000 feet 2nd made several turns, but the lights “were
still following us,” said Terauchi.

Near Fairbanks, Terauchi glimpsed a huge round
object, about “the size of two aircraft carriers.” He later
speculated it was a “mothership” of possible extrater-
restrial originn Copilot Tamefufi and Oight engineer
Tsukuda, however, did not see the large UFQ, although
they did see unusual lights pacing the plane. The lights
finally vanished at 6:53 p.m., and Qight 1628 landed in
Anchorage without further incident.

FAA officials interviewed the crew, releasing a
statement to the effect that they were “normal, profes-
sional, rational, (and had) no drugs or alcohol
involvement.” When the story was finally leaked, both
the Air Force and the FAA admitted that ground rzdar
blips had beea detected arcund the time of the JAL
sighting. The Air Force soon dismissed them as “elec-
tronic clutter.” The FAA and the military use the same
lang-range radar in Fairbanks, but the FAA also uses a
sophisticated computer system to remove clutter from
radar inages. FAA ground records indicated that some-
thing stayed close to the JAL 747 (or 32 minutes. This
radar evidence was also dismissed by the FAA as the
plane’s “double tmage.”

This writer decided to go behind the headlines and -

soe ITUNEEUS pgs

L Antonio Hunceus is a freclance science writer who hus
Jreguently written for publications in Noerth and South
Amerivd,
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DETAILED SKETCHES by JAL pilut Capt. Kenju Terauchi show cylindrical lights and a huge mothership that
dwarfed his  Boeing 747.

A Japan Air Lines pilot who claimed to have seen an
unidentiffied (ying object alongside his airplane tast
November was actually seeing an unusually bright image
of the planet Jupiter and possibly Mars, an investigator
said Tuesday in a dispatch by the Assodiated Press.

PhilipJ. Klass told AP that astronomical calculations
show that on Nov. 17, when the pilot claimed to have
seen the UFO, Jupiter was extremely bright and was
visible precisely where the pilot reported that he saw
the UFQ. Mars was just below and to the dight of Jupiter,
and may explain the pilot's initial report that he saw two
lights, Klass said.

Klass, an editor with the magazine Aviation Week and
Space Technology and a longtime investigator of claimed
UFO sightings, was quoted as saying the pilot's claims
that the abject followed him as he made a 360-degree
turn are contradicted by what he told flight controllers
at the time,

John Leyden; a spakesman for the Federal Aviation
Administration in Washingten, quoted from a summary
of conversations between Lhe pilot and ground contral-
lets in which the pilat reported losing sight of the object
after completing his turn.

The object reappeared a few moments later, accord-
ing to the FAA summary quoted by Luyden

The pilat, Capt. Kenjyu Terauchs, was over Alaska
enroute from Europe, via Iceland, to Tokyo when he
claims to have sighted the cbject.

Paul Steucke, aspokesman for the FAA in Anchorage,
said that Terauchi told FAA officials in an interview that
the object stayed with him as he wurned,

Steucke suid the FAA would be releasing the resulls
of its own investigation in nid-Febnuary.

According to Klass, who reviewed a.complete copy

What Pilot Saw was Really Jupiter, Says Prober

of the transcript, the pilot never reported seeing Jupiter
or Mars, even though they were clearly visible.

Klass' report was issued by the Committee for the
Scientific [nvestigation of Claims of the Paranarmal in
Buffalo, N.X, an ocganization of scientists who investi-
gate claimg of UFO sightings, ESP occwrences and
other so—called paranonmal phenomena,

Klass, whoheads the arganization’s UFQ suboommit-
tee, is the author of UFOs: The Public Deceived. He has
been investigating UFQ sightings for mote thap 20

. years.

"Jupiter was only 10 degrees above the horizon,
making it appear to the pilot to be roughly at bis own
35,000-foot altitude,” said Klass in his report. Mars was
visible closer to the horizon and to the cight of Jupiter,
but s not as bright, the report said.

is is not the first time that an experienced pilot
has miistaken a bright celestial body for 4 UFO, nor will
ithe Lhe last,” Kiasg said

A United Airlines flight and an Air Force C-130 cargo
plane that were in Terauchi’s vicinity at the time of the
claimed sighting were asked to lock for the object, apd
neither reported seeing it, “I think that the fapanese pilat
shou!d have been a Bttle more skeptical when the United
airliner and the Air Force plane reported seeingnothing,™
Klass said Tuesday.

A reported radar "blip” near the Japan Air Lines plane
wa3 a spurious echo from the mountainous tertainundes-
neath the aircraft, Klass said,

“Terauchi reported a second UFQ sighting in approx-
imately the same area on Jan. 11. That sighting was
explained by FDA officials as village lights bouncing off
ive crystals in the atmosphere, Terauchi later conceded
that that was a reasonable explanation.
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Los OVNIs Nuevamente Hacen Noticia con el Testimonio de un Piloto Japonés

NUEVA YORK

n incidente OVNI ocu-
rrido recientemente
en Alaska ha demos-
trado upa vez mas que
el viejo tema de los discos
voladeres todavia genera inte-
rés publico. A pesar de cuatro
décadas de indiferencia oficial
yacadémica hacia el fenémeno,
basta un caso nuevo de cierta
calidad para que los medios de
comunicacién ventilen otra vez
.1a antigna controversia OVNL
El capitén Kenju Terauchi, a
cargo de un vuelo de carga en
‘unBoeing 747 de la Linea Aérea
.deJapdn (JAL), provey6tal caso
.mientras volaba sobre el
" efrculo Artico en Alaska.

‘“Sﬁhitamenle’, i
- explicd ’
posteriormente el -
. piloto, ‘Ias luces se
, acercaron a una
" distancia de entre
150 y 300 metros
" del avi6n'; parecian
- ‘dos cilindros
* oscuros con fila tras
fila de lucesde - -
" color dmbar’
que no
- producian sombra,,

El incidente ocurTi6 en reali-

, dad en la tarde del 17 de no-
. viembre del atio pasado, aunque
. la informaci6n sobre el mismo
. no fue revelada en la prensa
hasta comienzos de este afio. E
vuelo 1628 de carga de JAL es-

. taba volando sin novedad entre
Islandia y Anchorage, Alaska
en ruta al Japén, a 525 oudos de
velocided y 10,600 metros de al-

, tura. Alrededor de las 6 p.m. el
capitin Terasuchi avisté “dos
columpas deluz”amasomenos
un kilémetro y medio de distan-

, cia, a unos 30 grados & la iz-
quierda del avidn. El piloto se
comunicH lpor radio con la lorre

dn mamben n Ancharnan narn

averiguar si habia otro avitn ci-
vil 0 militar en la zons. La res-
puesta fue negativa.
“Subitamente”, explicod pos-
teriormente el piloto, “1as luces
se acercaron b una distancia de

entre 150 y 300 metros del -
avién"; parecian “dos cilindros .

oscuros con fila tras fila de lu-
ces de color ambar” que no
producion sombra. E! capitdn
Terauchi parecia predispuesto
& creer en los OVNIS: “Estaba
seguro de qgue no se trataba de
otroavion," dijo.“Semovian tan
rapido que me di cuenta de que
no era algo hecho por €l hom-
bre; estaba relscionado conuna
tecnologia muy glta, una inteli-
gencia avanzada. Pensé que
podia tratarse de un OVNI",

Un eco de radar fue registra-
do entonces en la pequedia pan-
tallade radar metereolégico del
avion. Cuando los “cilindros™
empezaron & seguir al 747 en
forma paralela, el piloto pidi6
autorizacion de la torre de con-
trol para tomar medidas
evasivas. la Agencia Federal
de Aviacion (FAA) concedio el
permiso, dando las instruccio-
nes del casa, El Boeing descen-
di6 mas de 1,200 metros y efec-
tud varies giros pero, indicéd
Terauchi,“laslucesnos segufan
todavia®™,

Anln més, Terauchi divisé
cerca de Fairbanks un objeto
redondo, giganlesco, del
“tamano de dos barcos porta-
aviones”] Terauchi especuld
después que se trataba posible-
mente de una “nave madre” de
origen extraterrestre. El copi-
lota y el ingeniero de vuelo no

_vieronelobjeto gigante, aunque

s{ observaron las luces mis-
teriosas que acompafiaron al
pvion durante mis de 640 km,
desapareciendo finalmente a

1as 6:53 p.m, El vuelo 1628 ate- ~

rrizd entbnces sin més contra-
tiempos en el aeropuerto de An-
chorage.

Funcionarios de la FAA

entrevistaron a la tripulacidn, ,

diciendo posteriormente en un
comunicado gue ésta era “nor-
mal, profesional, racional, fy no
hab{a consumido] drogas oalco-
hol”.

Cuando la historia finalmen-
te sali¢ a la luz publica & co-
mienwna de mho tanto le FAS
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como la Fuerza Aérea admitie-
ron que sus sistemas de radar
habi{an captado ecos durante el
avistamiento de la JAL. La
Fuerza Aérea concluyé
sapidumente que se trataba de
simple “ruido electrénico”. La
FAA, que tiene sistemas compu-
tarizados para eliminar el
ruido, admiti6 en cambio que el
radar capté algo cerca del 747
durante 32 minutos. A sudebido
tiempo, la FAA también des-
contd la evidencia de radar

,como una “imagen doble” del

svidn. .

Este columnista quiso ir mas
alld de la noticia y buscar la
opinién de una autoridad cien-
tifica en este campo. El Dr.
Richard Haines ha trabajado
para !la NASA desde 1967 en
problemas de percepcién hu-
mana y aviacién; actualmente
trabaja en el Centro de Inves-
tigacion Ames de la NASA en
Monntainview, California. El
Dr. Haines es también un inves-
tipador de accidentes aéreos
parala FAA y el Panel Nacional
de Seguridad para el Trans-
porte (NTSB). En susmomentos
libres, el Dr. Haines se dedicaa
la investigaci6én cientifica QV-
NI. He publicado un libro sobre
-la percepcion humana frente al.
fenémeno y durante aios ha
recogido casos avistados por
pilatos. Actualmente, su listain-
cluye mas de 3,400 casos. El Dr.
Haines noscomunicd parteléfo-
ro que efectivamente estaba in-
vestigando el incidente de Alas-
ka, al que califico de
“gignificativo” y “s6lido".

Fl Nr Haines sprepd que

hab!a entrevistado por teléfono
por mas de tres horas al capitdn
Terauchi, asf como a! personal
de otro vuelo, la FAA, la Fuerza
Aérea, y otras personas. El ex-
perto espacial anadié que el
caso “segufa abierto” para ély
que no podia dar un veredicto
final hasta terminar la inves-
tigacion.

Sin embargo, el Dr. Haines
resumid sus conclusiones preli-
minares: “En base a toda la in-
formacién [recogida), pienso
que s un caso muy sélido; no
contiene efectos electromagné-
ticos a bordo del avién fuera de
los contactos de radar, pero de
todas maneras indica un tipo
comun de encuentros [OVNI] a
gran sltura”.

El Dr. Haines nos explicé
también algunos de los detalles
miéstécnicos de lasoperaciones
de radar y aerondutica, asf
comode las meniobras evasivas
ejecutadas por el avion. El cien-
tifico anadidé que la informacién
recibida de la FAA “indicaba
que habia habido contacto de
radar en tierra... Posteriormen-
te 1a FAA cambid el calificativo
y se refiri6 a un artefacto”. El
término se presta a confusion,
peroenellenguajedela ciencia
o ingenierfa, un artefacto signi-
fica algo causado por una iden-
tificacién errénea, explica el
Dr. Haines, En otras palabras,
la FAA quiere decir “que se
traté de un error mecdnico o
una ocurrencia inusual”, dijo
Haines.

Este columpista consulté a
otro experto espacial interesa-
do en los OVNIS. James Oberg

es un conocido escritor en te-
mas espaciales e ingeniero
electrénico de Houston, Texas.
Oberg es también conocido
como un investigador escéptico
del fenémeno OVNI, que ha cri-
ticado en el pasado a Jos pilotes
como malos 1estigos visuales,
debido & que su mayor
preccupacién es la seguridad
delavién y los pasajeros. Oberg
reconocid, sin embargo, gue el
caso de Alaska era de interés,
lNaméndolo incluso “extraordi-
nario”, Descartando la posibili-
dad que se tratara de algin lan-
zamiento espacial, Oberg
indic6 que no tenfa atn una ex-
plicacién definitiva.

Oberg senald que el capitdn
Terauchi pareciz estar “entu-
siasmado en los OVNIS™ segiin
se desprendia de sus declara-
ciones a la prensa. “En vista a
esto,” dijo, “conclui que él vivié
esta experiencia con un bagaje
previo de literatura OVNI”. Es-
fo resulta ain mas aparente
después de un segundo avis-
tamiento OVNI reportado porel
capitan Terauchi enlanochedel
11 de enero pasado cuando
volaba otra vez sobre Alaska.
Sin embargo, el piloto admitié
después que con seguridad
habia visto“1as luces de un pue-
blo” reflejadas sobre cristales
de hielo. Segun Oberg, todo esto
“no es bueno para su credibili-
dad”. Por otro lado, el récord
profesional de Terauchi parece
impecable. Fue piloto de la
Fuerza Aérea Japonesa y tiene
19anosde experiencia de vuelo.
E! Dr. Richard Haines —que lo
entrevisté durante tres horas—
senalé que Terauchi “hizo un
buen trabajo con los bocetos y
descripciones verbales de lo
que vit".

Hace unos meses atréis, este
columnista y e! periodista ar-
gentino Alejandro Agostinelli,
entrevistaron a fendo al Dr
Haines durante un congreso
OVNI en Massachusetts. El
cientlfico sedald varias razones
por las cuales los casos de pilo-
tos son de especial interés, Una
de ellas es que “]os aviones po-
seen muchos instrumentos, dijo
Haines, “como compés, Tadar,
radio, sistemas de inercia, etc.;
los efectos del OVNI pueden in-
terferir o cambiar ¢l comporta-

miento de los sistemas del
avion”. Asi como ustedes y yo
tenemos huellas digitales, el
OVNI podria tener una huella
digital propia en términos de
frecuencia, energis, tiempo; los
sisternas del avion son quizas
una forma de caplar esa huella
digital del OVNI",

“Cuandola

historia finalmente
salid a la luz piblica
a comienzos de
ano, tanto la
Agencia Federal de
Aviacién como la
Fuerza Aérea
admitieron que sus
sistemas de radar
habian captado ecos
durante el .
avistamiento de la
Japan Air Lines.

El Dr. Haines respondié tam-
bién a las criticas de James
Uberg sobre la mala calidad de

los testimonios visuales de los |

pilotos. Indicd que él investiga-

ba exhaustivamente cada caso,
tomando en cuenta todos los
factores fisicos, fisiol6gicos,
psicoldgicos y mecénicos,
utilizando la experiencia que
habin adquirido como investi- |
gador de accidentes aéreos pa-
ra la FAA y el NTSB. El Dr.
Haines ha reunido as{ un banco
de informacidén con *més de
3,400 casos de pilotns comercia-
les, militares, privados y de
prueba, de la mayoria de los pa-
fses del mundo, ¥ que empicza
en 1923". Aproximadamente,
un 70 por ciento de los casos son
gvistamientos legitimos OVNI
mientras que alrededor de un
20 par ciento incluyen registros
de radar. Finalmente, estA por

' gparecerunlibrodel Dr. Haines

sobre su investigacidn de la
desaparicién del piloto austra- |
liano Frederick Valentich, el 21 .
de octubre de 1976. Pero ésa ¢
oira historia.[]
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+ ANCHORAGE, Alaska — If you
wARt an inside look at a Japan Alr
ngs pilot's recent contention that
he saw a UFO, the Federal Aviation
tion will send you every-
3g you ever wanted to know

gbant the incident for $194.30.
“The complete package includes
tapes of interviews with crew mem-

bérs, spaceship drawings by the

JAY, pilot and air controller state-
mehts, even four glossy color pho-

tos of regenerated radar data.

The unusnal FAA mail-order of-
fer is an effort to ‘copé with enor-
mous public interest in the Novem-
ber sighting, said spokesman Paul
Steucke. .

Since the pilot’s contention was
publicly disclosed, the FAA's An.
chorage office has received infor-
mation equests from more than 200
members of the news media, as well
as 46 requests from individuals.

Steucke said the information re-

- = e

| EAAjoffers public an inside look
at Alaska UFO sighting .

-

quests exceed those that followed
the 1983 downing of a Korean Air
Lines jet by the Soviets. “Without a
doubt, this thing has had the most
inquiries,” Stencke said.

For those on tight budgets, the
FAA's UFO package can be broken
down. The agency is offering 20 {n.
dividual itenm, ranging from a $50,
cassette tape of communications be-
tween the controllers and the flight
Crew to & 30<cent copy of ‘an FAA-
form summarizing the sighting. Or-

dersof less than $5 are free.

ported’ seeing' a third aircraft, a

UFO sightings, has investigated thes

“We wanted to be as responsive
as we can to the public. We don't
want them to spend $100 for data
they don't need,” Steucke said.

JAL Capt. Kenjyu Terauchi re-
ported on Nov. 17 that his Boelng
747 cargo jet was shadowed by two
belts of light as it crossed into

Alaska airspace on a flight from Ice.

1and to Anchorage.
In an encounter that lasted
about 50 minutes, Terauchi also re-

huge spaceship which he said wag
the size of two aircraft carriers. He
radioed the sighting to Ancherage

FAA flight controllers, who saw

what they thought was an object on
their radar screens. .
The objects, Teranchi said, “were

nhot made by humankind. They were.

of a very high intelligence.”

Philip J. Klass; an editor with.
Aviation Week and Space Technol-.

0gy,and a longtime investigator of

" on March 5the r

incident and concluded that the pi-:
lot was actually seeing an unusualiy-
bright image of the planet Jupiter*
and possibly Mars,. . - . -+, -

The FAA is scheduled to release
esults of its frivest-.
gatidnofthesighting,” . . ~ *:
Those interested in FAA reports®

or data on the sighting should write &
to the FAA at 701 C St, Box 14, Ans
chorage, Alaska 99513. R §
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U.S. Is Selling Kits ~
On UFO Sighting

Anchqraée .o
If you want an inside ook

* at & Japan Air Lines pilot’s re-

cent claim that he saw a UFO,
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration will send you everything
you ever wanted to know about
the case for $194.30. -

The complete package includes
tapes of interviews with crew mem-
bers, spaceship drawings by the
JAL pilot and air controller state-
ments, even four glossy color
photos of regenerated radar data.

The unusual FAA mail-order
offer is an attempt to cope with

~ enormous public interest in the No-
" vember sighting, said spokesman

Paul Steucke.

Stnce the pilot’s clahﬁ was pub-
licly disclosed, the FAA’s Anchor-

age office has recelved jnformation”

requests from more than 200 mem-
bers of the press, as well as 46 re-
quests from individuals. -

For those on tight budgets, the
FAA's UFO package can be broken
down. The agency is offering 20 in-
dividual items, ranging from a 850
cassette tape of communications be-
tween the controllers and the flight

crew to a 30cent copy of an FAA

fo_rm sum;nartzlng the sighting. Or-

ders of less than 85 are free.

. * “We wanted to beas responsive -
a8 we can to the public. We don’t
- want them to spend $100 for data

they don't need.'f Steucke said,

JAL Captain Kenjyu Terauchi
reported on November 17 that his
Boeing 747 cargo jet was shadowed
by two_belts of light as it crossed
into Alaska airspace on a
from Iceland to Anchorage.

In an encounter that lasted

about 50 minutes, Terauchi also re-
ported seeing a third aircraft, a
huge spaceship that he satd was the

size of two aireraft cacriers. Hera-

dioed the sighting to Anchorage
FAA flight controllers, who saw

" what they thought was an object on

their radar screens. -

The objects, Terauchi said,
“were not made by humankind.
They were of a very high intelli-
gence.”

Philip J. Klass, an editor with
Aviation Week and Space Technolo-
gy and a longtime investigator of
claimed sightings of unidentified
flying objects, has investigated the

- {ncident and concluded that the pi-

1ot was actuaily seeing an unusually
bright image of the planet Jupiter

oo

e o

flight .

o

e _

and possibly Mars. .y
The FAA i5 scheduled to. Fe-

lease on March 5 the results of its

fpvestigation of the sighting. . =

| The FAA address in Anchoage
is 701 C Street, Box 14, Anchorage,
Alaska 99513, - 5
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UFO follows plane across
Arctic Circle, crew claims

“ by United Press International

ANCHORAGE, Alaska —
_The crew of a Japan Air Lines
" cargo jet claimed-that a mysteri-

ous UFO with flashing white and

. yellow strobe lights followed

them across the Arctic Circle en

route from Reykjavik, Iceland to
Tokyo.

The three-man crew radioed

* air traffic controllers in Anchor-

-age, reporting the huge UFQ fly-
“ing “in formation” with them and
-the Air Force confirmed an ob-

ject briefly flew near the plane,

Federal Aviation Administration

" !spokesman Paul Steucke said

Monday.
Although the Air Force radar
" briefly picked up’a second ob-

" ject, Steucke said, FAA control-

lers in Anchorage and Fairbanks

. did noL.

The strange sight reported by
the pilot, copilot and flight engi-
neer of JAL Flight 1628 remains

The incident occurred Nov,
17 but was not made public until
‘a news reporter questioned the
FAA.
) "';‘Followin'g the UFO sighting,
the plane landed at Anchorage
Intérnational Airport and FAA
security manager Jim Derry in-

_terviewed all three crewmen.

According to the FAA ac-
count, lights appeared only a
mile from the plane as it crossed
the Arctic Circle.

“They said they could not see
the shape, onty the lights”
Steucke said of the crew's ac-
count. -

The white and yellow strobe
lights followed the Boeing 747 for
50 miles. The crew estimated

.they were 7 miles away. The

lighting was not normal aircraft
marking pattern, the crew re-
ported. -

Derry concluded the crew
was not hallucinating and was
not influenced by drugs or alco-

* a mystery,

hol.
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RLANDO- FIE™F  was down

spending a few warm hohdays

with a friend. His name is Gerald

Rutberg, and I've known him since we
were promising young men together.

Rutberg weuld have made a great

newspaperman., He had all the moves of

a erack investigative reporter. He could -

be getting to the bottom of the Iran
arms deal today but he chose to study
the law instead.

“What I do,” he has explained to me.
“is try to keep people out of the joint.”

For the record, he has a winning
percentage,

It was maybe two years ago when I. -
got a call from another of Rutherg's
friends telling me that Gerald had gone:
to the Mayo Clinic to find out why he
wasmsomuchpamanthenme.

“He's been living on asp:rms. the
friend told-me.

The news was terrible. Rutberg. su~-

the initia! diagnosis went; had cancer. .
He would have to undergo ﬁdangen-

LEWIS |

'GRIZZARD

tients impotent orslenle or hoth. :&“
- Miracle No. 2. >
1 sawherfortheﬁrstumeafew A

before Christmas. Her name is-Lej

&nd she has just turned 15 weeks.; ~
She has beautiful eyes.

said.
He held his child in his arms and she

~ furned those eyes on her daddy.

_ .Even if he lived, the doctors said, he.
likely would -be paralyzed from the
waist down.

Rutberg couldn’'t-make it that way,
his friends agreed. This is a man of
enormous energy who has been known

to declde to go-to a Super Bowl 3,000

miles away on the day of the game and

pull off the whole thing, comple'te with

tickets-on the 50-yard line.
We ' prayed. We:- all crled ar litt.le.
tagether, and then, privately: Rutberg is

-a lot of people’s best friend.

ous operation to remove the tumnr. We got th.e miracle we- prayed for. .

Feds to hear pilot’s UF

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ANCHORAGE—A Japanese-pilot's account of.
being shadowed for almost an hour over'Alaska by’
a UFO the size of two aircraft-cariters has’been;.
turned: over to Federal Awation Admimsn'at:on
officials in Washington. ™ .©° © » " vapr e Tve, T je

Because of public interesr in “the: case, t.he =

Steucke, said:

man-Paul Steucke said-yesterday. SRCH
Terauchi told" inyestigators three lights. fol- does not, he smd.
lowed his Boeing 747 cargo jet Nov. 17 after it

any evasive actlolr nwded. Terauchi decreased
alntude to 31.0&0 feet,~bug said the lights went
own with him “in-formation;” Steucke said." "~
South of Fairbanks, Terauchi-turned the plane.
In::a complete circle to see if the lights would 7
“follow They did, and-movéd to.the left side of the

e FAA. and"the military use Lhe sama long-

agency interviewed the Japan Air Lines cargo. range radir.in Fairbanks, Stencke said-The FAA,

pilet, Kenji Térauchi, a second time; FAA SPOkB& also uses sophistfcated computer systems to re- -

move clutter from:radar unagés, biit the lmluary
'“}

When the tumor was removed it mmed
out not to be malignant after all.* -

Rutberg emerged from the operation.
still able to walk. In a matter of months
he was as active as ever. -

“The first time | went to softball
practite after the operation, and ran
over and caught a line drive down the
left-field line, I appreciated life more
thamr I ever had before,” he said.

There was just this one other thing.
Doctors told Rutberg he might never be
able” to father children. The operation
_he had had been known"tu render. pa--

Fu

 account

"The mxhtary decxded about a uunute into tlus
. exercise that what it was seeing was clutter,” he'
- said. The. Air Force did not send up an interceptort
and js- nnt inuesngatmg the matter, Steucke sald.a _

Rutberg calls his daughter *
P&zoozer

me when.she's 16 and Im still” call' i
‘her that,” he laughed. P
Leah’s mother is Beth, who is also‘a

lawyer. -

E HAD lunch together and she .
brought Leah along. Other di-
ners stopped. by our tableto
remark on how well-behaved the. lm.le
" baby had been. -
The new parents, fully aware of theli'
blessings; beamed with pride. *

€ Copyright 1985 Cowles Snnluh ln;v_
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At thes Anchorage FAA center, controllers

- followmg the flight noted oceasional second blips,”

 Steucke said.

or “split targéts,” on the screen near Flight 1628, -
Steucke:said:.

Y |
The lights vamshed heading east, when the:
JAL jet was about 80 miles north-of Anchorage,,

crossed from.Canada into ‘Alaska near Fort Yukon
ard stayed with him for 55 minutes, Steucke said.
The pilot said the sky was.clear and the jet was
cruising at 525 knots when-he saw:the wavering
lights eight miles in front of his aircraft’ -

8.foot-long lights.

He said two of the lights were about 8 feet:
across, while the third appeared.to be part of a
darkened globe with-a diameter of perhaps two.-
aireraft carriers placed end-to-end,: Steucke said.-|

The pilot reported the- lnghts were -yellow,
amber and green, Steucke said, but. not red, the
international color for aifcraft beacons.

The pilot said the large unidéntlﬁed flying
object registered on his cockpit, weather radar.
But images on military radar screens at the time. !
were dismissed as “clutter,” and a blip- that
appeared on FAA screens was cons1derec[ a co-

LOST HAIR!

incidental “split image” of the plane, Stéuckesaid.  SEURITIN 0
“His main concern was trying to-determine | yguies psgaIASS, * -
whether he was -av another aireraft,”  yiLiE0, ALL DISORDERS-

Steucke said. He said the pnrot dimmed. cockpit

lights to insure he was not seeing & reflection.
After about six minutes, Terauchi reported the

lights and air-traffic controllers told him to take
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NASA worker tracks
UFO reports by pilots

By HAL BERNTON
Daily News business reporter

The mysterious flashing
lights sighted by the crew of a
Japan Air Lines cargo jet last
November aren’t the only
strange things pilots have
seen through their cockpit
windows.

In the past 20 years, more

than 3,000 sightings of UFOs
have been reported by pilots,
according to Richard Haines,

a8 NASA scientist who fracks
UFO sightings by pilots in his
spare time,
“Some of them are vejy
. spectaculer and very signiy-
cant from the standpoint of

getting a better idea on how
to characterize the phenome-
na,"” said Halnes,

He said the sightings are
reported by military, civilian
and commercial pilots who
fly both national and interna-
tional routes. UFO reports
from Alaska pilots are rela-
tively rare. .

The sightings tend to occur
in cycles that peak about ev-
ery five years, Haines §aid.
For the past two years, sight-
ings have been in & trough.

Haines said many of the
reports fall into two .main

Soé Back Page, SIGHTINGS

Dr. Richard Haines, 415-941-0958, Ames Research
Center, NASA, Moffett Field, CA 94305

SIGHTINGS:

UFO reports

Continued from Page A-1 j

categories.

One category involves

/~&6~8 )
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*But I had to look at the

National Aeronsutics and
Space Administration

Ames Research Center

Moffett Field, CA 94035

Mail Stop 239-3

(415) 694-5719

(FTS) 464-5719

Richard F. Haines, Ph.D. )

Chief, Space Human Factors Office o
Aerospace Human Factors Research Division

Os that suddenly appear
within view of the cockpit
and then disappear very rap-
idly. “The airplane is flying
along essentially minding its
own business. Then some-
thing comes up and does bar-
rel rolls around the airplane.”

Many other reports, includ-
ing the Nov. 17 sighting by
the JAL crew, invoilve UFOs
that tail aircraft for periods
ranging .from a minute to
more than two hours.

Haines’ interest in UFOs

- results from his more than

two decades spent working in
NASA’s man-in-space pro-

gram. In the early 1060s, as he

began studying visual optics
in space, he encountered
many reports from pilots who
claimed to have seen UFOs.
“I thought I could explain
all these strange phenomena
as nothing- more than strange
lighting,” said Haines, who
now studies “human factors
in space” at NASA's Ames
Research Center in Mountain
View, Calif. .

‘.1l—l_"'

‘national that two

‘data as an open-minded scien-
“tist and pretty soon realized

that we are facing something
totally different.” -

NASA currently doesn't in-
vestigate any UFO sightings.
But Haines, working out of
his Los Altos, Calif., home on
his own time, has clipped
newspapers, interviewed pi-
lots and talked with control-
lers to amass reports of more
than 3,000 sightings. }
+. Haines said he hopes to fly

"to Anchorage to investigate

the Nov. 17 sighting by Capt.

‘Kenju Terauchi, pilot of a

JAL cargo plane en route

" from Iceland to an Anchorage

refueling stop. The report was
made public.in late Decem-
ber. - .
Terauchi, a 47-year-old pi-
lot with 20 years of experi-
ence, told United Press Inter-
small
brightly Uit objects and one
enormous object — the size of
two aircraft carriers — fol-
lowed his jumbo jet for 400

Terauchi first sighted the
lights shortly after the plane
entered Alaska airspace. At
first, the lights were directly
in front of the plane, and
Terauchi feared a midair col-
lision, said Paul Steucke,
Alaska spokesman for the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. Terauchi then obtained
permission from an air traffic
controller to try and evade

the UFQs with several turns

and drops in altitude. He fi-
nally lost the UFOs about 80
miles northwest of Anchor-
age, according to Steucke.
The FAA controller who
monitored the JAL plane,
Flight 1628, reported tracking
the UFOs several times on
radar, as near as five miles
from the aircraft. ““The traffic
(UFO) stayed with JL1628

through tums and descents,” .

said the controller in a state-
ment released by the FAA,
The identity of the controller,
however, has not been re-
leased.

The Military Regional

Operations Control Center re-

ported picking up the UFO on

radar about eight miles from
the plane. The military center
then lost track of the UFO for
11 minutes, then picked up “a
flight of two,” according to a
flight chronology released by
the FAA. It picked up the
UFOs as they dropped back
and to the right of the plane,
then lost radar contact.

More recently, Steucke has
said that neither the military
nor the FAA puts any faith in
the early radar sightings.
Steucke said that the FAA
controller mistakenly inter-
preted a split-image of the
cargo plane as a UFQ and
that the the military now
reports its radar images were
simply “clutter.”

NASA



