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D",ar Hrs . Golden: 

5.0.'""' "( _ 3d./Lt Col Tacker/mhb/72291 
I 
' l 

29 August 1960 

Your telegram of 16 August 1960, :tddresscd to the Secretary 
of State, concerning a Brszil i an U:<'O p icture has b",m referred to 
this Office. 

For your in:-o~:]"cio!2 , t he U .. S .. Iiovy evcluatcd this picture 
as a hoax end officia l record:; i r:d::cnte this l:sa tricl{ photo~rap!ly . 

No vl i tncsses ~']ere -present ",hile the photozrophcr c.evelo.Qed t:;,-.: 
ne~8tives. 

Mrs . Cstherine Carter Golden 
334 Thrall Street 
Cincinnati 20, Ohio 

Sincercly~ 

~j-i:n~~'!CE J" . TACKER 
Lt. CalG~cl, USA? 
PLblic Infon~otion Divin ion 
Of'fic~ of Ini'ol'":.Clo tion 
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MonoI'cb!e G<!I>l!'doill H . SebOrCl!' 
1-'.0000 of RCPl!'COOllbeivoo 
Wc.o!:lincrton 25, D. C. 

D ocl!' Mlr . Scoor~r : ' 

, u, , 
I r 
, I 

In yOUI' letter of 24 Aucust VOU !or=rcled a copy of Q 

lctWr {rem Mro . Caeherino . CurtOl' GolC!cao of Cixu:!.ntIOti iIi .... hicb 

,. '. ' 

che dioc1>1O!led tho 6'll1DjCCt o! t.:lnidcntiiicd flying objeado . Mre. Golden 
oec::l1lcd p:uticclcdy interected il!!) the pictures takeIl in Bl!'aai! end 
oho= OD the Deve Clcrro=y "how. 

1M ~hotOfl'rap~ rcfc:'Nd to by M re. Goldon ",co taccn by a 
!r~a -lAnce l?hoto~p·cp~er . Cc",bo.ry to her information. thlo p!::oto­
graph ",ne not developed b tho pIrooence of pcroeaD oilier th:)n the 
photofJ?np~ll' . 

M r o . Golden hoo COI'Il'ooJ.ro::::ded ,,,{ah the DO~l!'tmGJllt of Stote 
end the Ail!' Force fell' 0=0 abo C~ ~o eenc .. el subject o! unidenti ­
fied !lyiIlcr cobjccto . Tko DCl'o.ut:nc"a of ilia Air Forco h.:l" pri=ary 
rcepoDclbi!!~ foll' iovc:otiaceina U:!Ict>m~Uo~ pertaininG to U!-'O'" . 
M.-o . Golden lI'cccctlV c:oZl~ctcd eke 5b~c Dcpllri:m(!I!1¢ _ l!ho Dabject 
c1. the alleged Ehc.:::!Hc.:r! c!Chtincr =d b:1 .. '<!t!e:-y =e .. efe .. rod to the 
Dcpst'bei!.t of ~ A! .. Fc!:'ce ",!;.ooe 11"Cl"!V !o c.t~chcd . Thio Agc!!cy 
belo = infOlL'lOQni02 O~Cll' eco ~~ 'Ob!c! bo cbcae1v OOOIlil pll'cvided 
~ Air !ro .. c:o = tblo oubjcce. 

Endootl?c 

Di stribution :" 
Orig &. 1 - ."dd r e s see 

1 - OS1 

SIG~1EU 

J o!::.:l S. 1:] c.:?'"~!7 
l.oC§.o!cl~~ c~n 

1 - L eg. C ounoel - ou'bject 
1 - L eg . Councel - ok'rono 
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! 
I 



ROB M
ERCER



ROB M
ERCER

.-.. . .". 

" ~ '.l. 

\ - .~ 
... -~ - .•.. : '- 1-­

... " ~ .......... t ... ~ .. ~ .. , ..... ..:..' 
.-. ' •.••• ",",'< 

('1..1. : .... ~.-.• Ie!:.; 

.... "' . ",~., .:. ....•. "'~' ............ ,.. c· ... · .~ 

\,.IN:TT.D p;;;u:.~. "'r.Y.SP , r:T~R;:':; 

••• tr .... T ....... ll'< ...... 

.. 1; .... YOWI(, ... ~ .. yo .. ..: 

~!'. r,.' ij'.)r-~,J" All'!::1 
r;,··\o K_::\':'~ 

<:;.11·· •• • q ... ,~ . .", 

',J,_ r.::-o> ;.l,.;. t: ... d tc .'ldm\7 .. ~u~c:~ :,;,"'\'7' :·~:.t:::r v.i '::;:'y }::: 
i:-l ... ~~c:-r. :lC,'ol i7\l":I.d.:-cd .:I: .c>;~t r':;'itt"d ;:':-"\..:;:;, ~r(,t_c'~ .::! ;;. 
t:PC ~J.!r- -:'~ir.S. ,; :..6 _ 

-' 

.<~» ~;~ . .1:.::( .. ::: .••• , :,~;~c it: ::.-:.~ c.!" !:,{' j..:-,t..:_ 
r'':'~':'''' 'J;: .1 ":-:!j'~:".". !.o"'; •. ~ ". :." ';;:,\:- "'; ;- ,~ ... :,~.ly 

.l.~",,~.rd ·~.e :;;"'; ;0;::';':""" .-h:'· .",·;-.· .. i ~::~p 

A::l:-:!"~:lt." ':;;.l:::.;,~;"'. :'r,' ;:'("';}7!..~':'f.r. ~I::.v: 

1'1~i"'_r7 'JC"_::'~~":l ::'l!' :.;~:)~ .. :..,::b:::'1:1-:';t' .-:":h . 
:'5°: • • in c. c!.;.t~-."t .... -:~.~, ~~:>~ I t\ ... ~t, ti.( 

?!.c-~.rt>~ .... r:. .. ~ • .:..a''':'; ~:;I .-

:~:-:--... ~;, -..-~.:. 1-- ',:.:J •. ,,'.:' .:-... --
: .... ' .. "i., ·i .. ~ .-. ' . -;'-,~ . (, .. , , 

::;:I~ ~T'~--l ... :-::':,".~ 0:":-" r:;·,c.to !\·:'.t/:!:r .-~~- .... - ¥~- " .. 

R.:C li51;-12. 

'. 
Here i~ the reD .... O~l!Clivn .,! :1-.c L:,.ltl~C !T~;' .• "';"(l!O a!l(i ccrtiil.!1:y i¥ .:i\'<lil~ 

o:.b!e to be tIS Am FORe:.:: . !t !~.t::-: '-?J->C.1rD tTl:!.: tbo! AIR FO:tCf: ~a~ r.-.:>t 
k<:c?Li.3 fOl.ith t!:~ :..~:~ ~.1.)'<.:" 8 who 1,-'0; t;-:r bill. Pb.ci:1G it.:; Cdti.t in t!-.e S • .}, C 

r.1aSl:i\'c r~~,)::;.;,;.;.io71 io ~ m ...... ~,.,bl"(: JO;{Z wr.i ... !': I;v~~d,ly l:).~y : i:':l.1 th~ LIS 
at t!1.e r.-;~::-c'J 0: L~(: n:::.tion on ::.:-_,; .,Lnct t:-:...:.t lI'o}V(!;} It.c prob!..:;n of ELEC ­

TRICAL FL1G!'IT . Certainly "::;0::.~ - O;~('\" :lJ;:,.;:;:.ciy h,J.s . 
MERE!S TS2 A!x'S',::r;::t 70 TH,S i". !!l ::-O:~CS "CO·..r:~q - U?" GIVEN TO UP!. 

Sr\LEy. --- LEa ... : .. o~ A"iDS/-.Lr:\,~ :~R0/.nC/.ST::R '.;;. CORIA"');': ALLEN 
TODA"{ ACCuSED :'HE U. S. /.;3,. FO;-{CE .. :~; 1i . .sS,S WORDS - -" OF WiLL 
FULLY DUPT;"\'C T~rE U · S T.\X ~/~ YS!t I:. .... !T:> !-'::?.i0:'IC OZ:-:L;.L OF 
UNIDENT:F'JED F LYIKG OBJE:::::T ::'1::1'\..::n.t~i'::-..". 

A :-:'Ji.:?OR. FRO~t. 7:-:-E AIR. FO;'.C£ (fjl.:.,~:,:,d o:.::,.:r~.,) ',=:"s.\s::n :-·:J DAY 
SAYS Tr-!:-::tE .'\RE ';-:0 AlR l;'C~CE D':)GU:-.:::''':-.s ':,"::.G~: :.:>:,OV:: 7;:2 
EXf$TE:'JCE OF FLYING SADCL,S OR £1-iOW T!'A':" -:;T~~ :::.RT~{:5 lH:­
OBSZ-R'.'ED . VISiTED , Or. 7~{~i:AT;:::'\':-":D 3Y ::-.~o\C1-:;:~:>: :;':,O~.: CT7-n:R. 
PL.;I,j'E7S". 
ALLEN · · WHO IS PRES!D.:::;NT 0:: RAJ)!O ~;TATiON ~~SH:'::-: S .-• .;...EM 1'-... :\'D 
KGAL :N LEBr.NO!'l SA YS liE ~A~. ;:-,,--vi"1'" .; -r::E .... ::" .··(;.:~C'::": -rO SEND 
REPAESEKATNES TO EIS O:-FIC= TO SS:: ',·;;;r.7 LZ :r;:;.::~'.! BED AS 
"SOME 0:::- THE BEST ?ICTt'RZ~ OF i?'L '.' .. i'iC :-'At;C::~-:".~ !:'J ZXi5TE1'\C£. ,. 

T HE ArK FOx.CE Rr.PORT l ... D!.07S Tj-:::r IT r.AS ri?:::.': IJ~A8LS TO EX ­
PLA!~ :!i ~ EiJ(;rtT::> 0;,' U:,· : i):: : t~'. ;:- .r:;) f' L':;~~G O:.~.; ;:--~-:7~ Di =~::.'~ ':j~ E 

lJ ~. !O:-:TH~ £:~~.JS~) ;t.:LY }:.:;'i'. --- -
;-

r 

-, , 
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Here i::; the re?1"c.::lu(.~iO;l .:J! th~ t;: . .ito:;o : ..... (:.~.1 rh,..,to ;.;:;tl '::(."TI~ir.!y )r, ;l'o'al1 · 
.:lble to the tiS Am FORe::::. I!. t!:(.:, . .j,~·.·:;J.r:; :h •• : tl':<;: Id~, ::-O.1.C:': '"";.' :;'~ ..... ot 
keeping faith the :L'- ~ay<.:r::; ..... :-'0 foc'. til ... bdl. Placi:"l:; its {:lit"', 10 the ,s • .; C 

r."l.il.l):oi\· c r e!",li..l.~ic:l i" a. r::.'::'ca.w!:n'':; :OitE whir-r:. ::~;: ... c,i;;.y l:)':'y !lnd t.ho CS 
::l.t the :nc:cy of ~ ... c n;::.t:oa:">11 :!:lS rl..:. •• et tr.:::.t ~olvc.::, tr.~ ?rob!c;':'i. of ELZC­

TRICAL FLIGHT. Cc-rt:J.1.,ly ":. ..... C-C>h\'!.' · ,l.)=c;.c:::.y 1:;;" . 
HERE IS THE Ar\$Wr.:R Tv TEE AlR f"-o~Cr; ';;OVE:t - UP" GiVEN TO UF'!'. 

5ALE~·~---LE2..A..:;ON Ai:DSAU::',: :\H.0J\~n::: .\S7E;~ .,: . GC:::';};J~ .\:"LEN 
TODAY ACCljSZD TlL2 U . S , AIr;. :FORCE - .:~: j.';_-;;~;: wO,,-uS_ · 1I 0:- WiLL 
FUl..LY DUPING THZ U-S TAX P/. YE: ~ £'{ ~T:; FZRI0'!}JC D£~i.AL OF' 
UN!DE~":TLFIED F Lyme OBJECT i:'~ZI\O!\H-::;;" ", 

A REPORT FROM 7HE AI:-? F02.CZ' {r:'l;.o~cd ::.1:,. .. :: ..... '~) R::LE.''1..St:0 TODAY 
SAYS THERE ARE ''!':O AiR FO!lCE IY.JC~j:-,:!:t'\!':;; ·.', ..... I:CP. P::,OVE TEE 
EAi.:;T£!\.C2 OF FLYING SAUC~.s.S O:t .3EO';-; 'Tll4,T TlI2 I:,\RTH;:S BE­
OBSERV2D. V!SITED. OR T:~~:l\'T;::)';?::1 !'.! I\:...\CH;N2S FROM OTHE~ 
PLt.,:-'"E7S" . 
ALLE>J'- - WP'O IS PRES::).E:\'T o:~ R.A:cro ,s7AT:0!-l' :::Gi\Y 1:-': SALE::V{ _~....;-";f) 

KGAL :N LEBA?\O~ Sl'. YS I:Z PAS iN"Vl-:ZD T::::: Am FO:,-CE TO :;ii:ND 
REPR£SEKATIV:::;S TO !!IS CE"E"'!C':: TO S::': W:-;A-:." ~!E DiSCt'}.! DE::! AS 
"SO~~E OF THE nEST ?ICTt.::l:::S Or i:'L'!li'\C SAt:CSRS IN ZXISTL:-.iCZ." 

(THE AIR FORCE RF:POR T Af)~..rIIS ':';.-:.-.'.; IT H: .. S r):':E:-i v!"AR'.'-;: TO i=;X ­
PL-\!~ 21 ;'Z;..>0;;.T:'::. l,.';" U";:D :'~ ~~-:-!:; :-::) !'!';,::G Q:";. ~:;-;:-.:; :):_ H.:'(j -:·P.E 
13 ;\~ONTH.c..: :::-~.:)::.::) ;l'LY :;'.~'.- . 

ALLEN $: .... YS T::'-;':- E:: :~," .• :'. .- ,_ :. !' -: :.; ::i.. . ,,::-) ":"I ! .. j-' •• l~ !:.,. ;';;:::--1:-
07 BRAZIL OF .'!'~' 0:';::::C1." ?l·;~~")-.~"·.r:::.:.' ';"0':' '_: i ..... ':;i:';,!C, :.:.--.t;CL·:. o::.s 
E V!:D FRCM 'r:::;:: r:~A::!':'.:'/"'~~ :;~'{ S';; \,:::,,' f·,:;~' :.L~'~""' ... ·:-:··~.'LD,\.t"ll _\. 

WHILE JT \\' AS 05" .. - .... .far: !Si-,\-.:' .. y::-· ·L,-l;':;~:::;. C: 

Ai....L£:\" . A:-.J El....r.CTR1C .... L :':':G:::.,:":', A:'\D IT. ~~:..;~!:!o::;~ 0:-- A r .... lJB:.JC ­
A'!!("J:-i e, ... !....l.ED" S?A(:E-C!).'\:·T S:G~-::-;:'" 5.\":.'2' 7:-i:\7 .... ·1:'\ :!i~ OPU..; · 
JC~ ELECTRiC.-\ L F LiC:n-S \I:::·;:~~~"'.· l' ,:'O:~::~.LOr~~ C~'. J':':T':; u.s:NC 
fHE F"Rr':E SP.-\C!A l. I.:L1::CTI{!Cr7 ': T;~.;:- r-i.f~~· .. ':> T::;::: i.!NN ~:l~!"": is 
?0.·O;--:F.L!::. .a.:-1~ '!"i;AT T!i~. \..; . .-..:.;: ,JYO .~~:: , ':.'::-'-, .'"";:';: W -:--,:.\;' "SG ~'.;t:.:· 

o~,,'"=:··:~ NOW <.:";.~~: ...... !h"lS ~.~;'·.h:;~ \i:;- !~d' F_, ,:..:.-·,...:~':":"j·i'. i~Y '!':\'AV~':.L. 

,\LL-:: r': S:\'lS-- ", :-i.\\'?: '-:-lE ?:(.:"':.'-::.~ -.G. _~(\~.::'": i"7"·. 

THI-::;r:: ~''':::T'LT~ F.:S h .... -t:! ... ,:,c.~ ;., ••• ~ ! .~;._::...: ::..~ ~:',c. ?~ < :,. '1..:.';" (,; ;h~' ' .J~f"~' ' 
'l!"".,j 0: L'l}~I-::" (,<:.1:- ... ,;=, .. t:l' ~ O· . • ·- .• ;- ,' '._:,.-.~.~_.,. ..... ;~~-. [;''''':''. ?\~.-T . :o r.c.:.n."),,-

:~ rt:,t,: :~c~~; ~:-~i:: :r. :::,,'~~c~~~: e"~.:~~:'~:~~:;' ~;,~ ~~/.: ~, ~ .. ~::; .. \~ ':. :~~ ~ n'~·:,. = ~~,~!~) r 
:00: ... :1 Tl"l" t-!.:.!",:, b'..:c:} ..... ,,,· 'WC'- ~...;::;;. . .... t>" .. ·r, .. :.-.-; , ,', . ..: .. :" ;:~~-:::: ,,,,,.~ ;'l 
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.' 
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UFO INVESTIGATOR JU~JG 1960 
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New Genuine UFO Photographs: Important picture taken at the mid-Atlantic island of 
Trinidad (Brazil) on January 16, 1958, by photographer on lOY vessel, certified 
by Brazilian Navy officials as not f~(ed. Ralph Benn of Los Angeles takes movie 
of paired UFOs December 1 (similar to Tremonton film) and gets decent treatment 
from Air Force (from Max Miller I s Saucers). Famous 1953 movie taken in Port 
Moresby, New Guinea, unearthed and published by Australian investigators: shows 
right- angle maneuvers • 

• 
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Photographic evidence tc\.![!:"cts tho r oD. Ii ty of IIFl.yir:e Saucorsn in 

1960-61 was once again on t he incroa3G , Th3 Br[\7,ili~n Navy r.nd Brazilian 

Congress re-confirm8d postiV8 proof -cI.at tho "S~.ucors Exist" in 1960, when 

it confirm8d the existence of photo5Taphs t aken of a UFO noar the Island 

of Trindade Aboard the IGY Ship" Alinire.nto Saldcnha" by photographer Al'l1iro 

Barnuna in January, 1958. This event Was confirmed by hundreds of crow mGmbers 

aboard the ship and by many of tho natives on shore. Brazil still r8mained 

the only country in the world that officially rec orgnizes the existence of 

"flyiIlg saucers" in 1960-61. 
j 

1 6 , t:h_ e ~."""8 ·~ "_":""_"0':10 0'" TU'-' ))' , ..... "'~ .......... -, C' .. . ..., ... ...... _ _. _·v ... ....... vlJ .................. .... 

... ," .. ' - ., 
OJ .. ..; ... .! .. 

.'.' . ..... ~ .... ... ,;. .. ..,"..1_ : 

c:::C. 

... - ..... , ............ .. 
;/* v • c..;....... ....H 

-.' -' 

v· .. ~ 

~ ".' 
.. ~ J 
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Comments: 
a) No record of anyone "seeing" the objects. 
b) Fhotos hazy ,r.!.th no detail. 
c) Der>.ied by Brazilian NaVtJ. Wnat officials??? 
d) No record of Radar reports o 

(If there ~rere subsequent reports ho,", do they lmo,", these ,,-ere the same object s?) 
e) "IF" his case is based on t.l-tese supccositions then it surely falls apart, because 

1. The photos ,rere not genuine.. 2. Noone sat-' the UFO that Barauna supposedly 
photographed. 

f) 1'ne photos ,';ere never a "Top Secret" subject, having been !'eleased to the press 
almost :ilnmediatelyo (?) And if "top sec!'et" surely this must be called a breach 

° of security etc •••• 
g) Some reason for authenticity, and if so m3.ny ~ople "smr" it, name mIE. 
h) Developed in the dark room ,~"1E, by Bara=ao L ,:,:/",- " t ,:" ,.', -] 
i) The photos ~rere sub.'Ili.tted but analysis revealed then to be fakes. 
j) No longer utop secret II, only HOfficial use OI'..ly1l 0 cons"t-itu-ae 
k) Note the official Brazilian Navy announc=ent " The photographs do not -f,fliiy{y,1 

sufficient proof •••••• 
1) ~~1hat witnesses~. 0 0 CI 

m) The photos ,Jere never "authenticated"by the 
efforts to supress t he;n. 

Brazilian Navy, In fact they made 

n) 1. False, 2. False, 3. Becc.use 1 & 2 are false, 4. False 5. True, and the Navy knew 
they ,.;ere not real, 6. Fal-ee, probahly being analyized and the ship didn't get to 
Barzil fer almost a month9 Y'. (?) s. (?) 

0) Poor Brazjl;an Navy, Just like the USAF, vr.!.thholdillg the "facts" ••••• (THEY say) 
p) This doesn't say anyt'Jing about the Saldahana photoso Only that UFO's exist, and they 

do. We get about 500 a year, illcluding photoso Unfortunately none of the UFO 
reports are "flying Saucers" from Outer Space. 

q) This conflicts ,·lit.h 0'..lT iP..formationo 
rs) 1'nis is the "theodolite" observation . Uno checked Venus??? Three hours. 

) Again, no duration and no "feel" for alt itudeoo 1/2 degree of a1:'C'???? 
t) AlmoscALL esential elements (facts) for a'1alysis missing. Duration, Illaml er of 

disappearance, fli!Sht path, manuverability» hao'r ,-!as the altitude determined, etc •• 
u) Sea gull •• • Meteor??? Ale a11nost anything form this limited data. 
v) 1'ne one of a fe'-T seconds could be anything, r eflection, li@1t, meteor •• ' •• 

The ~eceng pzs some of the characteristics of a star or planet but no positional 
data is included. Also missing is the I/x data etc etc~ •• 

w) Sounds like the same as the other sightir.g . Venus again? And there are numer011s 
reasons for the transmitter to go dead~ Like t he b3.ttery or mal1'unetion of any 
number of parts. \'las the receiver ,lOrking???? 

March 1960 
a) Disagrees t-r.!.th the ONI Report. 
b) NaVtJ didn't say so publicly. 
c) Officie.l Navy statement. No officer or sailor from the NE 'Almirante Saldaharz' 

witnessed the event. 
d) Big deal ••• o IVs not a balloon, 

not a plane, not a planet, not a 
f~-llg saucer (sorry) ••• 

tray 1960 

or missile~ 
sundog, not 

It IS also not a cloud, not a meteor, 
the kitchen sink, and not even a 

a) Note that Hopf isn't saying a thing, since he didn't a.~alize the nega~~ves. 
b) Stated that pictures ~Tere taken, did not, that Saucer "!as si@1ted or that photos 

were genuine. ." '/ 

e
c) Navy says that there is not enough evid~nce. Does t his say they are real? 

) Keyhoe tactic, emitting names ar>.d lending "e.;.,.n to authenticity 0 

f) Goody, one 1llO!'e saucer "believe!''', unless he is being- quoted out of context ••• 
g). Still not saying that the photos ~Tere genuine. 
h) What ,.r...nesees , a.'1d t-That proof ••• 
i) Some set-up. One of the few who "claim"vto have observed the object helped develpp 
the fDm;; 

, , ' 
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AFC:;:;;- 4l:;2:x !Haj Friend!arr.c!69216!typetl 27 July 60 1 AU G 1960 

OUI IniorJ.1.ation ~cJlort (Fly:tnt; Sa llc '3r Photo~raj.) hcd frorr.. Almira..."1te 
Sa1da,''1M) 

1. Attac~·.~tl al"e co?ics of' '~"!e C!E 11l 1c r-:r.;:.tion He port, subject~ 

".cruzll - Ha:v"J - ?1;ri 110 Sauce~" Photog~aphou frf)~ ALl.i r Q'1to S.:ll danha,tI 
c.:..J.7,cu. 11 ~·jarch 1?5~ . Thin r eport t-iL!S req 1.:e s tccJ. by L/ e ol Tac Ker 01" 

~;At'vr-3tl on 26 J'ul y 1960. 

2. ':1.'ills repor-t is uncl z.ssified . i'he report is en a stnrldard rJavy 
fo~ ... ;i th Confidential star:;!1Sj hO~levcr, t he "word Hunclassifiedlt has 
been typed ::icross t ile classification box ty t he off ice of ori£;in . 

FOli. THE CO:·IHllND£H: 

;
-' , J:::.L-6 --' /:.-71 y,;' P () 

. >I'?HILIP G. ~VAl~S 
Colonel, uSAF 

1 Atcll: 
Cy ;jX I Inf o 2lpt, dt<.l 11 H&r 58 

Deputy for Scie:1ce ~nd GOlr.pcne:1t~ 

COORDINATION: 

- AFCIN-4E2@~ 7' Date 2~!ry ~o 

AFCIN-4E2 ~ __ ~~~_~=t:..pj><-.-",()l",--,,-_'Daten c;.~h 
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SERIAL NO. 

OFFIC!: OF NAVAL 1 NT!:LLlG!:NC!: 

OPNAV FORM 38Z0-Z (REV. 

• Z z 

;~: ~~~. Naval Attache, Rio de janeiro 
i: u 1;1 

Press 
~ALUATION 

l:J - 21. 
REQUEST NO, 

!::: ~ "£~ SUBJECT . 

~ :0 ~ ~ BRAZIL - Navy - Flying SaUcer Photographed from ALHIDANTE SALDANHA 
• z ~ ~ ~ e BRIEF (POR FlEPORTS OF MORE THAN ONE PAGE , E NTER CARE FUL 5u /.fMAR Y ) ITI NQ 96000 
• ~ < ~ Encl: (1) Set of 4 Brazilian Navy photographs of subject 
S d :: ~ 
i ;:; :i S 
:J II: - I~ 

W ~ a. 
III :c '"' 0 :c to- 0( oJ 

t- Ir ::E ~ 
"- 0 !II 0( 

o Z r Z 
,.. 0 I- ... 
on <ii 0 

~.~ ~ !:i 
b ~ Z I 
a z 0 U 
.J ~ }:: III 

. « I- u r z , .. 
o I:J 0 

~. Announc ement . - On 21 February 1958~ tuo of the l ea.ding nel,rspapers 
in Rio de Janeiro printed photographs ' shovring a l leged :flyi ng saucer 
photographed from Brazilian naval ship, ALNffiANTE SALDANHA, at approxi ­
mately midday on 16 January 1958 1-Jhile the ship Has anchored off Trindade 
I s l and some 600 mile's east of Rio cle J aneiro 0 The ship at the time i·ras 
engagecl in research as part of Brazil ian Navy participation in the Inter­
national Geophysical Year • 

- :c 0 ~ 
~ : ~ ~ Z. Photographer, The ph9tographs thernsel ves Viere taken by a free lance 
~ ~. ~ photographer, Almiro Bar aun a , us ing his Rolleiflex c amera set at speed 
" ~ ~ & 125., lens opening 8~ and vrere developed in a laboratory in ALHffiANTE 
CI 0( ..J 0( 

OM .. u SALDANHA, This gentleman has a long history of photographic trick shots 
~ ~ : ~ and is vlell knm'ffi for such items as f a lse pictures of treasure on the 
~ ~ ~ ~ ocean floor. Another time he prepared a purposely humorous art i cle, 
~ M' ~ published in a magazine, entit~ed "A Flying Saucer Hunted He at Home", 
~ ., ~ 5 using trick photography. Baralma, after the relea se of his l atest 
~ ~ ~ ~ "flying saucer" photographs, told the press that the Navy secret serviCe , 
",; ~ g had interrogated him for four hours concerning his photos. ''The negatives 
~ ~ ~ ~ Here projected in large size on a screen. If t h ere lvas any trick, the 
~ ~ S ~ gigantic projection lvould have revealed it. After questioning by officers 
8 ~ ~~ of t he Estado-Maior, the Chief of t he Secret Service, the senior officer 
~ng present said to me, 'I am going to ask you a fe\-! questions. Don't be 
• < .. 
::E .J ~~ DOWN AD 
' • z • OR ED 'AT 3 YEAR INTE~V)\1.3; 

, a
~-g ; ; ~ _.::ORD=ER::::..=-P=ROT=as=-::BY=-=O=rJ~IN::·as~.~1322=:.;1~O:!::8-,T:.:HR=U-,13~22~1~1",,1 2... __ -!:D:.::E::!CL=A",S""S,;;;IF~I~E",D~A~:;cF4T~Ei!!R~12,--",Y£EAR!£ll",$1.L' ---
Y' ... r THI S REPORT CONTAINS UNPROCESSED INFORMATION. PLANS AND/ OR POLICIES SHOU LD NOT BE EVOLVED OR MoI'lDCildji<ll;lR,oiOOO. i.oIS O F THIS REPORT. 

' :~ ~ ::: g ~ ~~~~~~~~~----------------==~==~~~~~==c"tr== 
; ~~ ~;;~~~~;~'~T.'r _ ~O()M 10; , I rfl\jr+~ qs IFIED ' 

, ~' <l"IB JTION BY 0>' (,n'y to th,,", ,n' ",o~,on';-;;;;;;;;;;:; 

(') 

10SI, USAF 
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IICA 
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eo iaV 
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-•. _,,,;,= 

I 

I rom<"hI , •• 

I COMSTS 

NRlOP 
I § ONR OP 

PIC OP 
0P25 OP92 
0P30 16 921 E • 

I Yl 
I Y1Z 
I Y2 
I Y3 

OP31 F1 C Y ~'.g 21-
IlP33 F1E 

OP34 I F1V1 , j H ~E' 
!JAG OP3S F2 _ " 
I BuSandA om F3 1111 1_f.:1 i 
I BuShiDS ' (1'40 F4 ...., , 
BuAeI (P41 I ~ H1 II (or&;/ J I V) 



ROB M
ERCER

· UN'CLASSlt '- ' " _.,$Q 

NFORMATI ON REPORT 

-- nOWNGRAD .-., " .. --- . .• '.--. 

DECLAss~~IItllF~~~R INTERVALS_ 
DOD DTn 52 12 YEARS " 

-U\, 00,10 ' " 

REPORT NO. DATE 

U.S. Naval Attache, Rio 39-58 11 March 1958 

offended because I don't doubt the authenticity of your photos but I need 
t o hear from you. If you 1:1ere going to make a flying saucer appear on 

' a neg::rtive, hOH '-TOuld you proceed?' Comandante, I am an able photo­
graphe:;r specialized in trick photographY but not one would ,vithstand 
close 'and accurate examination. II 

3. Brazilian Navy Stand . Immediat ely after the photographs of the 
flying saucer ''lere publicized, the Brazilian Navy refused ' to make any 
official statement confirming or denying the incident. Hm,reV'er, proofs 
f r om the original negatives 'vere sent to the other armed ' forces and to 
the President via an officer-messenger \.ho related the complete story. 
According to the press 9 the narration so impressed Mr . Kubitschek that 
he became convinced of the VeraCity of the happening. 

On 2i~ February, three days after the photos were first published 
in the press, the Navy Hinistry finally made an official statement: 
BlUth reference to the reports appearing in the press that the Navy 
is opposed to divulge the facts concerning the appearance of a strange 
object over Trindade Island, this Cabinet declares that sUch information 
has no basis. This Hinistry has no motive to impede the relea~e of 
photographs of the referred to object t aken by Mr. Almira Barauna, who 
t>las at Trindade Island at t he invitaticn of -the Navy, and in the presenee 
of a large number of the crew of ALHffiAl'lTE SJ..LDAl'l'HA from ~lhose deck the 
photographs ,Jere taken . Clearly, this J.1inistry "Till not be able to 
make any pronouncement concerning the object seen because t he photo­
graphs do not constitute sufficient proof" for such purpose. 1f 

4~ s t atements of SALDANHA Personnel. On the morning after the photos 
of the flying saucer 1I1ere published in the press ( Febru?,1"Y 22), the 
ALMlliANTE SALDANHA departed Rio to continue its mission i n connection 
vlith the IOY, Two days later hovrevel', the ship docked at Santos 
(February 24) for voyage repaIrs and this was the f irst chance that 
newspaperman had an opportunity- to intervieiv officers and men aooardo ' 

The Assistant Naval Attache lIIaS in Santos at this time in mm:l! connection 
,-tith the visit of"' USCGC VJESTVlIND (linsna Rio m: 36-58 of 10 March) and 
had an, opportunity to v:j,sit aboard. The commanding officer, Capitao-de­
Y~r-e=Guarra (CAPT) Jose Santos Saldanha da Gama, had not seen the 
objec t and was noncommittal . The executive officer also had not s e en it 
bu~, arriving shortly thereafter. had formed the opinion that those on 
de¢k had seen it. The captain had reported that hIs secretary, a LeDR, 
had sean it but this officer ,,,hen personally questioned atJoided discuss­
ing the matter., Later, it was learned that the photographer was , 
accompanieq. to the darlc room by an officer i'rho waited outs,ide the door 
while Barauna developed the negatives alone ~ 

At the time of the official visjl,t of t he commanding officer of' 
\VESTvlIND to ALHlliANTE SALDANHA, Captaip Saldanha da Gama freely dis ­
cussed the flying saucer and sho"red th~ original proofs to the call.ars 
but a:ai~ di::1 not commit hiinsel1' .. ; .' lJNCLASSIF e' 
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REPORT N O. D ATE 

, 
U.S . Naval Attache, Rio 39-58 11 Harch 19~)8 

50 Public:!.ty. The press reports after the publication of the photo­
graphs covered a great deal of newspaper space for about a week, tending 
to prove or disprove the authenticity of Baralin8's photographs. DTARIO 
CARI9CA reported that personnel of SALDANHA were under rigid orders of 
sile~ce. 0 GLOBO published a story .,ith photographs by photographeI'~ 
Jeap ' l1anzon 7 of flying saucers (china) ta1ren a·c Cabo Frio. 

, Federal Deputy Sergio Magalhaes sent a note to the Navy Ministry 
on 27 February protesting the Navy's failure to secure Sl-lOrn statements 
of \...-itnesses. "For the first time in flying saucer history, the 
phenomenon ,·las attended by large numbers of persons belonging to a 
mili~ary force 'IThich give these latest photographs an official stampo 
Threats to national security require greater official attention and 
action," said the Deputy. In the middle of all the publiCity, other 
IIfl.ying saucer" sighting reports carne out including a naval officer "rho 
saw a flying saucer a month before sighting from SALDANHA off the coast 
of' Espirito Santoo CO and ere,>, of KJ'.A TRIDENTE sal-r flying sauc",r 
several days befora S~ANHA sighting but kept information secreto 

DOWNGRADED AT 
DECLASSIFIE.D ~FYTEEARR'··I?\'TERVA.L9' 

.">.' 1" "!<'.< '" • 
DOD DIS 5200.1 o~ :, ~""-R0. UNCLASSIFIED 
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U.S. Naval Attache, Rio 

Preparing Officer's Comments: 

REPORT NO. 

~" . 
" .... " ; 

DATE . 

11 March 

1. Most flying saucer stories are not worth A'lasting much time· or . 
effort, but this story apparently substanti~ted by official Navy 
photographs taken in the presence of large number ·of Navy personnel 
under y10sely controlled and almost ideal circumstances should have 
absolufely proved the existence of an unidentified flyl~g object. 
Unfortpnately, further investigation provided onlyfrust~ationat every 
turning. A number or Brazilian Navy · officerS profess to believe the 
story ;implic itly but whether they have more information than \~e is 
unknow.a. 

2. There appear to be only Vwo explanations 1'01" this peculiar incident: 

(a) Some overwhleming power has told the Brazilian Na~~not to 
orficial1y verify this incident (\.;lTlch they should easily be able to do, 
if it occurred) nor to deny it (which they should easily be able to do, 
ir it is a fake). I personally do not believe that anyone has told the 
Brazilian Navy to keep qUiet about it because there has been no hint of 
SUy.}} suppression in either Brazilian or U.S. circles; and also because 
I doubt their control or the individual orricers and man is good enough 
to hold the line. 

(b) The "lho1e thing is a fake publicity stunt put on by a crooked 
photographer and the Brazilian Navy fell for it. This seems like · the 
most likely considering Brazilian's love for sensationalism and gossip, 
their \'11311 knovffi propensity for never 1ettE'lI:g the truth stand in the way 
of a good story, and g.eneral bureaucratic inerficie~cy. ' 

3. In addition, the photographs furnished by the Brazilian Navy are 
unconvincing. Details of the 'land are extremely sharp but the disc 
is hazy and has little contrast and shows no shadow effect. ·· It also 
appears that the object "las inverted in photograph 2 compared to I and 
3. Also the papers have mentioned extremely hggh velocities.· ahd there 
appears to be no lateral blurring as would occur vlith 8..I."l..y re~onable 
shutter speed. . ).:" "' 

",.' 
.' 40 It is the reporting officer's priVate opinion that a"'flyirlg saucer 

sighting vlould be unlikely at the very barren island of.:~rindilde, as 
everyone knows Nartians are extremely comfort loving 3!l'eatur~s • 

• ~,.: ;: < ~. 

OOWNORADED AT 3 YEAR INTEIWM.3; 
" DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

. DOD DIR 5200.10 
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Question regarding the release of information to Ralph Rankow on the Saldahana 

photos. 

PQI NTS TO BE CONSIDERED: 

~ Rankow. Represents NICAP , and is a photographer, not a photo interpreter. 

a) NICAP's position, as per the attached t wo it ems taken from"UFO EVIDENCE". 

b) Rankow, as a member of NICAP,will use any information presented to him 

to discredit th e Air Force , if possible . 

69lllgressional inquiry . Will Rankm,r contact congresK1 

a) If g iven th e ONI r eport, only if the information can be considered as 

detrimental to t he Air Force, and in this case probably ~ anyway 

claiming that the Air Force should not eegard the photos as a hoax (based 

on the ONI analysis) without having examined the negatives themselves. 

b) Probably yes, if not given the fiNI report charg ing that the Air Force is 

witho lding information, and try to force the informatio n tnrough congress. 

c) No matter what the Air Force does in t h is case the ONI report will be 

used against us , either as a charge of witholding information or as a 

charge of incorrect evaluation, (NICAP's position, not the Air Forces) 

or rathe r no evaluation at all, since we accepted the Navy r eport. 

0. RELEASE O~ ;!"HE ONI REPORT: .~- fU::fNl-T 
~ f--<o""L.e~t; c.-;r. ~ r I ~ T<r~ 

a) UFO information/ is not possible wi thout releasing the entire r epo rt since 

1 any omissions would be hit upon by NICAP as witholding information. 

b) Entire repor t contains information which should be released only through 

the State Department 

c) XXKMKM Since the report originated wi th the Navy, the Navy should be 

responsible for it's release, however they do not want to "get / into the act" . 

and can claim that it was turmed over to t he Air Force for disposition. 

SUGGESTED COURSE OF ACTI ON: 

Since Rankow (NICAP) or someone will eventually use the Sa ldahana photos as an 

issue against t he"bes t interest of the Air Force" the problem does not reso lve 

to one of whe t her Rankow will contact congress or not. Giving him the information 

(the ONI report) would only delay an inquiry, not prevent it. One possible. course 

of action l;vould be to let Rankow contact his congressman, then answer the~ congressiona) 

inquiry wi th an explanation of wha t NICAP is and represents , and include the 
....." .rrc.1d- -'PO.tl<. If 0 ~ en:::­

ONI report that Rankow wil l reques t. Let the congressman decide wlte:t:ht!-£ he sgould life 

give aq;; _ 2 to Rankow C g t, ;e t>;'lq \&b 1 1 G i . e €tlC ........ ll:i-I-&J4!:f:-tig=of - liff&'Fi'lla:t=ron c: i 
- :;::JJ"1:'tC.C k:rE 
pxT1-iOffit. I don't feel that the congressional membe r would release the report ""~ 
without approval of the State Department knowing its contents . Rankow ~ould then 

accuse the congressman of wi tholding that part of the report not r elating to the UFO 

or accept his word that all UFO information had been released. 
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j C,l<l , Sc , a ll with in a pc ,iod of about t hr ee seconds. 
tr: .. ;cl.:!d b ;l Ck :l..! on~ its course for about 20 miles, 

_j t oursc again and di s:\ ppeared off the scope at 50 
.• , r:h:.lr ~· (' :1. c hes out only 50 miles ). 
~.:.xirr, ~{~ c1y 5 minut\.! s late r 2 m ore brgets appeared 
lrpl' .H cd oif thc SCOpe in the same direction ;":i the 

;";.d li:eS.;! we h :.ld timc to clock. The y traveled 20 miles 
,'C0!1:1s ..... ·!~i c h figJ r es out to 3600 m ph. A minute or so 
fvurth ~:;. rgc t appc:ned in the same area :.lS the other 

Jr 15 mil es northwest, and went off the scope to the 
)1 at 3600 mph. 
r:H::U docs not give height of aircraft so I couldn't 

.• th(' heIg ht, howeve r the}' h:\d to be about 10.000 feet 
r b('cause our radar's maximum height range is about 
;~C I , " 

er 5, 1957; Gulf of Mexico 

·r 5:00 a.m. the U. S. Coast GU:lrd Cutter Seb:lg:o was 
;:!les south of the Mississippi delta.. At 5: 10 the bridge 
.. ·nly showed. an unide ntifi ed target a t 246 deg rees true, 
J S. r:mge 12 , 000 yards (:llmost7 miles). On duty were 
;::i~ Schotl ey . deck officer, Lt. (j.g.) Donald Schaefer , 
quar termaster Kenneth Smith, and radioman Thomas 

,'!Xi in New Orleans, Ensign Schotley was asked how 
.car target was. 

. " T he sh ip's combat informa.tion center confirmed 
~ . At th:lt pOint it was reported falling astern rapidly. 
0",,111 pip [target] . It was a very strong contact, consid-

lames N. Schr3.der, spokesman in New Orleans , said 
: point "in two minutes it went 33 miles straight away 
'lip ." (About 1020 mph.) 
:ont:lct was lost. 
contJ. ct . was regainod, object about 22 miles north . 
uoject faded off radar screen, range about 55 miles . 
contact regained, object appeared stationary, s even 

.1or th . 
,:5 ume , A/ lC William J . Mey, an Electronics tech­
KC':5;er AFB, Mississippi (about 320 miles to the 

:11.: Gulf Coast) spotted an elliptical UFO. In his signed 
~!CAP. A/ IC Mey gives the time as approximately 
Look ir:g south, he saw the UFO a pproach on a norther ­
at about the speed of a propeller airliner, then ac ­

:pl::Ily and dis:lppear into some clouds_ 
~;':>::i ts that more than one UFO may have been op-

the area, and that the Sebago's radar may have 
u ~e th:m one of them. A/IC Me y' s report is fairly 
·,T;ith the 5:18 radar repor.t of the UFO headed north 

00 mph. If Mey actually saw the UFO at 5:28, it would 
, :ed about 1590 mph., from the time it f::tded from the 
:adl r screen. If he saw it precisely at 5;20 a.m., it 
I.' h;J.d to accelerate to nearly 8000 mph. to cover the 
,th:l t time). 
the Sebago regained radar contact, and also saw the 

!Jy for 3-5 seconds as a brilliant white object with no 
.,blc sr.a,pe. It was at a bearing of 270 degrees true 
· ... :lt ion :lbout 31 d.egrees, moving . horizontally from 
m h. (A navigator obtained the elevation by noting a 
, !i;\nlC angle and t:l.king :l sextant reading of it). The 
,. ('ate rcd :l cloudbank and disappeared. 
t~. 1.! cutte r reported its last radJ.r conta.ct with the 
~t liS miles to the north, traveling about 660 mph. 

:ton XlI, November 1957 chronology, for othel' :-epor ts 
!>J.me period.) 

196i; Mis si le Base 

:1:11 re;.o rt cer: : fi cd b y NreAP Director Don:lld 
and As::;i st:l.:lt Dircc.o . ,Lc;,a ,d Hall. Dunn~ the 

olid fuel mi ss il e , ~· ;:da :;- \ ; . ,,-:;1 . w;.s supposed tv track 
~;.":L" ir. s!.c a.d h ·:lckco :l U;70 t :1 rgct. T est e .... ~:u:l. t ion 

. " ;"" , ... ........ ' , J 
I 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

The phologmp/lic Ilwle J"i(l1 lI s ted beloll' has heen 
el.'a{llatcd wilh tllis priJlci/l/C ill milld; A s till pltolnKY"a/l /t 
pl/rportillg to sllOlI' (l UFO is . fit /llDsl. aNJl'oxilllrdclyas 
reliable (IS Ihe pcrson 11'ItO t oo/~ it. If the will/ess i s a 
r epll table pers all lind fill pCl-til/CIlI data i s prodded . his 
photognll)1I deserves carc/ul allalysis. WlIe,·c clwracler 
il/foY/natioll a(wlil the witness is iacllin,r:. the pJIO!ograp/l 
is 0/ less L·aluc a lld it is necessary to ·suspclld judgment 
about it . Still pllOlogmphs call be jaked VC1·), easily. III 
gcncral, mov ie jilms (lre more uailfalJic beCl"lllse they 
are more difficult to/aile , and IIID)'C slIbiect 10 analysis 
illdepclUie llLly o/Ihe cha .. ·acler ojlhe willl·ess. 

I 

NICAP Adviser Ralph Rankow, a professional photographer 
in New York City, gave the following estimate of ~:-,v"ographic 
evidence for UFOs: 

"Everyone knows that photographs can be faked, but the real 
ques tion is, to what e,.-tent can they b e faked? We have seen 
Hollywood movies of realistic dinosaurs fighting one anothe r. 
We have· seen dams break and towns washed away by the flood 
waters . We have seen naval b attles and ships blown up right 
before our eyes. In one movie I even saw Moses hold back the 
waters of the Red Sea. These were all very realistic scenes, and 
we had to keep reminding ourselves that what we were seeing was 
a Hollywood movie and not a real event. 

If these complicated scenes can be photographed po real­
istically why can't a simple thing like a UFO be faked? The 
answer, of .course , is that it can, and what's more it has-- time 

. and time again. A UFO can be any shape, not just saucer or 
Cigar shaped_ This makes it very easy to fake by anyone, and 
furthe rmore any unintentional mark on a Cilm can be, and some­
times is claimed to be a UFO. 

U model airplanes C:ln be photographed to look real, then 
so can model UFO's. This does not mean that the re are no air· .... 
planes, just because we are eacily abletofake a picture to repre j 
sent one. In the Saltle way, the ability to fake a UFO photog raph oJ. 

in no way implies that these things do not exist. 

This is just to point up the extreme difficulty of determining 
whether or not a photograph is authentic on just the unsupported 
word of one or two witnesses who mayor may not be reliable. 
In truth, no photograph, no matter how clear it may be, can be 
considered. evidence of UFO reality without a reliable wltness. 

NOW, this brings us to the question oC what makes a reliable 
witness? One need not be a famous person whose name we all 
know, in order to be termed "reliable" . A man's credentials 
give him reliability, not his vocation. Is he a mature individual 
or one given to playing tricks? What is the opinion of him held 
by those who . know him best? Questions of this nature will help 
to determine how responsible and trustworthy an ind ividual we 
a r e dealing with . 

It is only when a photograph is vouched for by such a ve r­
acious individual that it becomes important as evidence ." 

In ad<;iition to the question of witness re liability, analysis of 
photographic evidence for UFOs is complicated by other facto rs. 
Many of the potentially mos t signiCic:l.nt pictures were taken b efore 
NICAP was formed.in 1956. Belated attempts to obt:l.in all the 
necessary d:lt.. .. for full :lnalysis have proved e::-..-tre mely difficult. 
Since then, quite a few of the seemin~ly b etter movie films and 
photographs were submitted to the Air Force, rather than to 
NICAP. hy citize .... s unaware of NICAP's exi~tence. Secrecy and 
red tape thereupon obscured the facts. In some cases, because of 
the confUSion sur r ounding the UFO subject and reports of tampe r ­
ing with or confi s cation of films [Section IXl, witnesses have re ­
fused·to ~i vc up the ir films for analysis . 

Becausc oC t.1-:Ic s e problems, we consider it appropriate merel ~ 
to list photog raphiC evidence known to exis t. This will SIlPiJ1} 
reCcrcnce~ to data which would need to be an:l.lyzcd thorou~hly III 

any co mplete scienti fic investiga tion of u FO::; . We h..1.ve al.::;o at­
tem pted to rate each casco according to ltS probablc signiHc:locc 
;; s evidence . T he codes oc law i r,,·: i c;·,~~ ':l.hn~ , (lIm o:l ta , ar.d 

': ::, ~ : ;~:\~.. ..::. ....... .. ,- ..... ; ;'".;~G co~: r.:.·,. :-
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