












































































































NORTH\VESTERN UNIVERSITY 
BVANSTON, ILLlNOIS 60001 

DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY 

FID (TDETR) 
Research and Aerial Phenomena Division 
Wright-Patterson AFB 
Ohio 45433 

Attn: TDPT (UFO) 

UNDHBlMER ASTRONOMICAL RESEARCH CENTJ!R 

8 October 1968 

Subj: UFO observation, 19 June 1968, Rocky, Oklahoma 

To: Lt. Col. Hector Quintanilla, Jr. 

1. Enclosed is the transcript of my taped interview with Brent and 
Jerry Elston, witnesses in the above referenced sighting. 

/4a-
J. ALLEN HYNEK, Dx ector 
Lindheimer Astronomical Research Center 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 ROB M
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Report of call to t he lIIton boys-Sighting at Rocky, Ok l ahoma . 
Date of Sig hting : 19 June, 1968 

A call was placed to IIInt or ~on in Rocky, Oklahoma, 
....... 5 on Tuesday, September~. 

Operator: Can 1I1I1I~on or IIInt come to the phone? 

Answer: IIInt is here. 

Operator: Can we talk to him? Long distance calling. Is this ~t? 

~t: 

Operator: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

~t: 

Hynek: 

Yes. 

Go ahead, please. 

Hello, this is Prof. Hynek at Northwestern University. 
Did you get my letter? 

Yes. 

Fine. 

..... 's not down here any more. He's in college. 

As I said in the letter, I am very much interested in 
your sighting and I wonder if you could answer a few 
questions about it? 

I'll try. 

Which one are you, the younger or the older? 

I'm the younger. 
college. 

••• is not here because he is in 

Is he your cousin? 

Yes, he is my cousin. 

Where is he in college? 

.In Western Oklahoma. 

Well, okay then. As long as I've got you on the line I 
might as well~ talk with you, and I can call Jerry 
later. This allhappened on June 19, 1968, is that right? 
So it is not too far back. What first called your attention 
to it? 

It sounded like a helicopter at first. I guess that is 
. why I looked up at first. 

So why don't we just do it this way. You take a deep 
breath and let's go over the whole thing together. Pretend 
it is happening allover again and just describe what 
you saw. 

Well, when I first looked up there I saw it all lit up. 
There was noise there but then I heard the noise quit. 

How bright was it? 
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It was all lit up. There were lights all around it , and 
in a f ew minutes i t disappeared . 

Did you ever s ee anything like it b efore ? 

No, I never did. 

If you held your hand out in front of you, how much of 
the object would it have covered, or would your thumbnail 
have covered it? 

Oh, well, not very much. 

Well, it was really very big then? 

Pretty big. 

Did it ever pass in front of anything or in back of 
anything? 

Well, let's see, it came over the barn but I don't believe 
it passed right in front of anything or in back of anything. 

How high would you have to raise your ~rm to point directly 
at i~ when it was at its highest? 

Not too high. 

So it was fairly close to the horizon then? 

Pretty close. 

Did it have sharp edges or did it have fuzzy edges? 

Quite sharp. 

What was the color of the light? 

Just white lights. 

Did it ever change color? 

No, not at all. 

Now, if you had a tractor light, or an automobile headlight 
in front of you, how far would you have to be from the light 
to have it about the same brightness? About a block, or 
something like that? 

About a block or two blocks maybe. It wasn't too big. 

How would it compare in size to the moon, the full moon, 
for instance. 

About the same size, I'd say. The whole object you mean? 

Yes, the whole object. What impressed you most about it, 
what was the thing that grabbed you the most? 

The brightness of it. 

What did you think it was? 

I didn't know what it was. It scared me at first. 

Do you think it could have been a balloon, or something 
like that. 
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No, it was not balloon or nothing like that . It was all 
lit up and t here was noise at first and t han i t ~uit . 

How close do you t hink it got to you? 

I would ,say between 50 and 100 feet. 

But there were no trees around so you could judge its 
actual distance. 

No, there were no trees. 

Yes, that's right. I have the pictures in front of me 
and it is pretty flat out there, isn't it? How many 
people did you tell about this? 

We didn't ~!-nobody_ righ~ the n. After that we told 
quite- a few. 

What did they say, what did they think about it. Did they 
think you were nut s o r something ? 

How long before you d e cide d not to tell anybody? 

The next dafter t 

I am always interested in k nowing what people think about 
sightings and about a person who has seen something like 
this. How did you happen to make the report in the first 
place? 

We thought it~s~elicopte~s at first from the __ Quen_~iu 
Air Force Bas~ so we called and they said there was no 
helicopters up the n. 

Did they say they h a d anything on radar? 

No, they said there Kas no airplanes or nothing out that 
night. 

What was the sky itself like, was it clear? Or, was it cloudJ 

Clear, I believe. 

Was the moon up? 

Yes, there was some moon. 

What part of the sky was the moon in? 

I don't remember about that. 

Well, was it high up or was it low down? 

Fairly high. 

Well, let me ask, was the moom in the same part of the 
sky as this object? 

No, it wasn't. 

And you were looking what --- west? 

No, we were looking east. It came from the southeast. 
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How long did the whole thing last? 

About three or four _minutes. ,---

And in what way did it disappear? 

Well, I don't know, it just disappeard. We were looking 
at it and it was gone. 

You mean it went out like a light bulb? 

It just went out. 

Could you actually make out any outlines or was the light 
so bright that you couldn't make out any outlines? 

I couldn't tell about any edge or anything, it was just 
round. 

Did the light go allover the edges? 

It looked like it did. 

So if there was any actual object there, you probably 
couldn't have seen it.Is that right? 

I guess not. 

So as far as you are concerned, it was basically a light? 
Is that right? 

Yes, with lights all around it. 

Do you have any idea how many lights? Were you frightened 
at all? 

Well, right at first, I didn't know what it was. I sawmy 
cousin out there and he seen it • 

. Did it have any effect on the animals? 

Well, the dog started barking. I didn't notice anything 
about the cows, but the dogs started barking. 

Well, do you think they were barking at it or something else. 

I don't know, but that was the only thing around to bark at. 

What did your parents think about all this when you told 
them? 

Well, it kind of scared them. Tbey didn't know what to think 
about it. 

Had they ever seen anything like it? 

No. 

You don't know of anyone else who saw it that night? 

No, I guess there weren't many people up at 4 o'clock in 
the morning. 

How come you were bp that early? 

We were hauling hay. 
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I see. Is there anything else about it you think I really 
ought to know? 

I believe that is about all. 

Did it ever actually stop still for awhile? 

Well, it stopped for about a second and than it moved, and 
then it moved on around the barn. 

Well, now, how long did the sound last and how long was it 
silent? 

Well, let's see, it lasted, I «x« would say, about 30 seconds 
and then 2 or 3 minutes silence. 

I haven't the least idea what it was that you saw, but there 
have been other reports like it. We are trying to figure 
out what it is. 

You don't have any idea what it was? 

No, I don't. 

I don't know what it could be. 

How many of your friends your own age did you tell about it? 

Pretty near everybody knew about it afterwards. 

Did the papers get hold of it? 

No, they never did get hold of it; 

That's good. 

But some woman put it in the paper, but we never did. 

~thanks very much for the information, and you say that 
...... is at coliege right now? What town is the University 
of Southwestern Oklahoma in? 

Weatherford, Oklahoma. 

You don't happen to have his address, do you? 

Well. you know the other number you had in the report, well, 
that's his. 

I'll give him a ring theee and see if I can find him. 

Well, he ought to be home right now. 

All right, I'll give him a ring and see what happens. Thank 
you very much. Goodbye. 

Hynek: I'd like to put in a person- to-person call to Mr. I11III 
.... ~cated in Weatherford, Oklahoma, and the number 
is ....... 5, I don't know the area code. 

Operator: Hello, is Mr. on there? Long distance is calling. 

Hynek: Hello,·~~. lIIkon? This is Dr. Hynek from Northwestern 
University calling. I think you may have gotten a letter 
from me, or your cousin, IIInt, did. Well, anyway, y.0u 
know what I am calling up about. I just talked with .... t-
I had a nice long talk with him, and I wonder if you could 

answer a few questions. 

5? 
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Yes, I'll be h a ppy to. 

Can you speak up a little louder because I can hardly 
hear you? Now, let's see, did this object make any noise? 

Yes, it did. First, it sounde d like a helicopter approaching~ 

And how long did that last? 

,I think it was altogether about five minutes. 
'-- -- ---- -
I mean did the sound last that long? - -The sound - uh huh. 

And was there any time it didn't have the sound? 

After while, the helicopter sound turned into more of a whine 
than a roar. 

So, it was noisy all the time? 

Yes, SiJ::-, 

Now, IIInt seemed to indicate that it was noisy for only 
about 30 seconds. Than, he said that it didn't make any noise. 

Well, I heard it longer than that for sure. I believe I 
heard it for a good while. 

How did you first happen to see it? 

He happened to see it first, and he come back and he was 
scared. I didn't know what was going on. 

Did he look~a scared? 

Yeah, he was scared, he was real scared. That's the reason 
I went out there to see what he was scared about. 

Well, tel] you what, let's do it this way. Let's take it 
from the point where Brent first called your attention to 
it and you tell me in your own words now just what happened. 
It's probably a lot easier than my asking you separate 
questions. 

After he saw it? 

Yes, And after you saw it ~ . first then. 

Well, I popped out and he headed for back of the barn. I just 
happened to glance up in that direction and I seen the object. 

Well, what did ¥ou think it was? 

I thought maybe at first it was just an airplane. I didn't 
know. I was shocked, too. I didn't know what it was, 
a saucer or what. 

You thought maybe it was a saucer? 

Well, I think it was. Yeah, I know it was. 
..... ~ 

Okay, I am not questioning you, I just want to get a descri-
ption. Now let's get at how big it seemed to be. How did it 
compare in size to the full moon? 
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y:-- (Pause) When it was quite aways off it seemed pretty sma ll. 
When it got close enough you could tell it was fairly large. 

We~l; I know you can't estimate how big it really was since 
you don't know how far away it was, but anyway, how far away 
do . you think it was, when it was the closest? 

When it was close, it was pretty big, and I could'tll say 
anything about it. 

Now IIIht seemed to indicate that it never got very high in 
the sky and that it was always close to the horizon. Is that 
correct? 

Well, when I first saw it = it was pretty high,and it was 
coming at an angle towards us, and then it got high up when 
it left, and I never did see it leave. 

How ~ome you never saw it leave? 

Well, I thought it was goi~g to crash or something, and I 
headed back into the barn, too. 

Oh, I see, so both of you headed into the barn? 

Well, yes, sir, that's righY. 

I don't blame you at all, I probably would have been scared, 
too. What color was it? 

Well, it was just luminous white. 

Oh, yes. How many people did you tell about it, and what did 
they think about it when you told them? 

Well, th~firsLthin~Ld.i.d....-.WhiLe..;it walLt_l:!~~-=-so _ we_h~:kR 
tell somebody, so we told_ th~ guy we worked for. We was pretty 
shook up;-Out he was- jtist laughing about 1t a ""little bit. 
(Tape bad at this point -------) 

Have you ever seen anything like this before? 

Never have. 

Would you want to? 

Now that it happened I would sort of like to have a picture 
just to prove b that I saw it. 

Well, that would be awfully nice of course. 

A lot of people don't believe me. 

In the report I didn't get a picture of the object. I do have 
the photographs of liller's barn and the general landscape, 
but I never did get a drawing of the object itself. Do you 
think you could sketch it out on a piece of paper and send 
it to me. The address here is very simple. It is simply the 
Astronomy Department Northwestern Un., Evanston, Ill. ~ly name 
is spelled Hynek. I wish you would because I would like to 
see it, and alos, let me have any other things that you might 
think of later. Let me see if there is anything else I would 
like to ask right now. Let's see, what was the sky like, was 
it clear, or was it cloudy? 

Well, it was partly cloudy in the west and elear in the east. 

Was the moon out? 

The moon was out, I beli~V a little bit, and I believe it 
was in the east. ~ 0 
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Hynek: The reason I asked I just wanted to see how it co psre 1 in 
size. Now, as far as brightness is concerned, if you took 
an automobile headlight, let's say, how far away would you 
have to put it so that it would have the same brightness 
as this object had? A car light, or tractor light, or 
something like that. 

Well, it wasn't bright enough to blind you or anything like 
that. It was just lit up. 

Was it dim enough so that you could make out anything that 
the light was attached to. 

Well, I seen i~ , and it had lots of lights on the outside, 
and the middle was sort of glowing. 

About how many lights were there altogether? 

Just a lot, I really couldn't know how many. 

Okay, Well, did it ever really stand still at any time? 

Well, not more than just a couple of seconds. 

How close do you think it was to the ground when it was the 
closest? 

Well, there was a telephone pole out there and it seemed 
to be just righy ovet that. 

What impressed you most about the whole thing? 

Well, I guess the fact that it wasn't an airplane. It was 
some other object. 

Now, when you did tell other people, did they believe you 
or did they kid you about it? 

Well, the fellows that come out checked around for radiation, 
you know, and they were pretty nice about it, but everybody 
else seemed to think we were just making it up to get some 
publicity. 

How did it get to the attention of the Air Force? 

~)l..J1om ..ab.o~ next morning and asked her if 
she heard anything about 1t~ y~know, to sort of back me 
up, and that set her off, and she called up there and told 
them about it. 

Who came out to see you? 

Somebody from the Air Force base came out. 

And is he the one who took the pictures? 

Yes, he took the pictures and asked the questions. 

I'm glad he did and I'm glad he treated you nicely. Well, 
I guess there is · nothing too much more I can ask you. 

I'll think it over a little more and try to draw what I saw. 

Yes, I wish you would, and send it to me, and you might have 
some other things you ~i~ would like to add - after all, it 
has been several months now.-
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Yeah , I know . I never heard anything about it and I just 
figured that nobody c ared anything about i t . 

No, we do c e re about it, but there i s a great d ea l of work 
to do. You have my address, don't p ou, to s e nd the stuff 
to. I'd appreciate your sending this to very much because 
we are doing our best to try and track these things down 
and trying to find out what it is all about. 

Well, I'll tell you what, the way the guys acted out here, 
I thought maybe they had something up they weren'~ telling 
us about. 

No, I don't believe tha t was the case . 

Well, that is the way they acted. 

You mean the guys from the Air Force? 

Yeah. 

Let me ask you one other thing. How long would you say you 
were really m frightened by the thing ? Did it affect your 
sleep or your dreams or anything like that? 

Well, it really shook us up for about two weeks. I've been 
having trouble getting to sleep. I believe in them now, 
I didn't before until I saw it. 

Have you done much reading about & UFOs? 

I sure have since then. And, I'm going to take some astronomy. 

Well, That's good, maybe we will see you here at Northwestern 
sometime. Who can tell. Well, fine, keep up your interest 
in astronomy and please do get that sketch to me as soon 
as you can. 

Okay, you'll be getting it right soon. Thanks for calling. 
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TDPI (UFO) Lt Col Quintanilla/70916/mhs/16 Oct 69. 

fRO SiChtinwI Rocky, 01daLoma I 19 Ju.'1e 1963 

Dr J ~llcn !ync~ 

Reference t!i(: unidentificc3 flying object d r;'l tin,z from Rocky, 
O"dahomg, 1] Ju.'1.e 1969. 0incc you ~jad acce s s to all toe Air force 
information or:. t Ili::; :: i:::b t inc, vno aleo persoDA.lly .i.nve ,tigated i ~, I 

\.'e "",ould lil~e you " 0 cOlnplete t l:e inclose (' Proj <-' C"L Rc ·:::orC: Car, on 
this siChting. If at fill pOG5ible I. plcfl se t.ry to return the co.n­
pleT.ed car within one t.10nth after you receive it,. 

~~'.OR :g~el, QUIN"~ANILLA, Jr I Lt Colonel, USAF 
At rial Pbeno;aena OfficE.:: 

A .. rospace '.l.ecbnolo8ies Divi s ion 
Produ~tion Directorate 

lot 

1 At~b 
Project necord Care, 
FI'D ror;n 0- ::;29 
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TDPT (UFO) 

UFO Slbhti:lC, Rocky, Oklahoraa, 19 J 'Wle 68, (OUI" letter, 16 Oct 68 ) 
... 

Dr H ,nek 

To date we have not recei vea the Projec t Record Card on the 
19 J~ne 1968, Rocky, Oklaho~ sieb ting. In the event vOu have 
misIJlaced the form we have inclosed another blank card. Please 
ret Clrll it to this office by 5 December" 1968. 

~CTOR"~UINTANILLA, Jr', Lt Colonel, USAF 
~~ef, Aerial Phenomena Office 

Aersspace Technologies Division 
Production Directorate 

1 Atch 
Project Record Card, 
FTD Form 0-329 
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PROJECT 10073 ECO 0 

1. DATE· TIME GROUP 2. LOCATIO 

19 June 1968 ROCKY, OK1AHOHA 
l\pprox 4::W !\.~I. J • T . 

3. ,f0lJRCE 10. CONCLUSIO 
wo CivilianS 

UXIDFXTIFlfD 
f----

4. NUMBEOR OF OBJECTS 
ne 

S. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 11. BRIEF SU ARY A 0 ANALYSIS 

2-3 minutes An illuIiJinat ed "object" , glmdng and very bright 
in the center, with a great many white lights 

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION bordering, the glow, approached the witnesses G - Visual from the southeast, descending at a 45 deg. angle. 
The Ilcraftll or lights were rotating in a counter-

7. COURSE clockwise direction. Object filC'df' noise at first From S. E. like helicopeer--then silent when close by. The 
two boys \,-ere frightened and took refuge in the 

8. PHOTOS hay barn after two three minutes. They claim or 

i Y •• Bosit~vea~ that it wSf nOt ag_aitcrftft gr balloon. 
No 

ogs ar d, presuma y a o .lec. ase on 
evidence given, and unless boy's ~vidence ]s very 

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE largely discounted, cause of sighting is not 

DYes known. Xo- aircraft in vicinity. 
II No 

FORM ,., '3 
FTO SEP 63 0·329 (TOE) Prevlou •• dlUon. of thI. 1_-7'" .... d. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FO CE 
HEADQUARTERS FOnEIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (AF6C) 

WRIGHT·PATTERSON AIR FORCE DUE. OHIO "5"33 

ItEJt1..Y TO 
ATTN 01': TDPl' (UFO) NOV 201968 

.U~Ea: UFO Sighting, Rocky, Oklahoma, 19 June 68, (Our letter, 16 Oct 68) 

TO: 

Dr Hynek 

To date we have not received the Project Record Card on the 
19 June 1968, Rocky, Oklahoma sighting. In the event you have 
misplaced the form we have inclosed another blank card. Please 
return it to this office by 5 December 1968. 

~~fiAffir, Lt Colonel, USAF 
Chief,tAerial Phertomena Office 
Aerspace Technologies Division 
Production Directorate 

-

1 Atch 
Project Record Card, 
FTD Form 0-329 

l~ 
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