Believers, Doubters and Cultists

Flying Saucers Still SKimming After 21 Years

By William E. Burrows

WASHINGTON.

HE flying saucer game has

gone into its 21st year,
Any number of people can
play — regardless of whether
they know what they are talk-
ing ahout—and about 5 million
have.

The game was started on
June 24, 1947, by an Idaho
businessman named Kenneth
Arnold who, while flying past
Mount Rainier in Washington,
claimed to have seen nine ob-
jeets that “flew like a saucer
would if you skipped it across
water.”” A reporter described
them as “flying saucers,” and
the name stuck.

The object of the game is to
state publicly whether uniden-
tified flying objects (UFO0s)
exist, and if so, whether they
are manned or controlled by
intelligent beings from space,

UFOs are defined as flying
objects that cannpot be ration-
ally accounted for as man-
made or natural,

Then ‘“evidence” in the form
of UFO sightings is given to
support the assertion, and the
other sides rebut it, Hvidence
is the most important word in
the game.

Participants may join any ef
the following sides:

—The undecided, many of
whom are scienfists, who eall
for more and better ways of

PN SESSY ¢ Rl . Ty ¥, 16 L {8 b P

Photograph, which Ralph Ditter, a Zanesville, Ohio, barber, says he took on Nov. 13, 1
at his home, shows a fypical configuration of an unidentified flying obiect.
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DOne of the most controversial
photos ever taken, originally pub-
lished by a Cologne, Germany
newspaper. Story alleges that two
FBI agents are leading a silver-
clad occupant of a flying saucer
down an American street. No ad-
ditioral information has ever been
published.
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Seen Saucer?

Scientists Here
Ask Phone Call

A group of Pitisburgh scientists, or-
ganized to investigate “flying saucers”
(UF0s), said yesterday they are geared
up and ready to go into action.

They’ve taken the name “UFO0 Re-
search Institute,” have established a
24-hour answering service, and equipped
themselves with geiger counters, tape
recorders and cameras.

“Anyone who sces a UFO within 200
miles of Pittshurgh should call us at
391-2766,” said Stanton Friedman, a
Pittshurgh nuclear physicist and one of
several scientists on the Institute's
board of directors.

A call to that number, Friedman said,
will provide instant contact with a
trained scientisi who, if the occasion
warrants, will head for the location of
the UFO sighting immediately — any
time of the day or night.
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HOT-AIR BALLdONS, KITES HAVE TRIGGERED UFO REPORTS
Virginia Phelps and S/5gt. Harold Jones of Blue Book Office

Student Balloons

Keep Cities Nervous

By JACK JONES
Daily News Staff Writer

Building flying saucers may never
replace a trip to Fort Lauderdale as
the favorite spring past time of col-
leze students—but there’s some evi-
dence students are turning to UFOs
as the weather becomes warmer and
there’s an urge to get out and do
something different.

They’re not really UFOs. They're
really homemade hot-air balloons,
made of plastic and powered by
candles.

BUT THEY give rise to plenty of
UFO reports—take it from the Air
Force investigators of Project Blue
gook at Wright-Patterson Air Force

ase., )

Last month at least 15 ‘unidenti-
fied flying object reports were
traced to the hot-air balloons. Since
last December the total is 24.

And there’s no telling how many
of them have gone unidentified or
reported to local authorities but not
to the Air Force.

; THE REPORTS have come in
. from California to New Jersey and
many places in between. By some
coincidence, many seem to come

from college {owns, such as Clare-
ment, Calif.,, Winston-Salem, N.C.,

Urbana, Ill., Galesburg and Mon-

mouth, Ill., Portland and Corvallis,
Ore., Tucson and Tempe, Ariz., and
Morgantown, W.Va.

The hot-air balloons generally are
similar to one described recently in
a published “expose” of flying sau-
cer* hoaxes,

They're made from the plastic
bags used by dry cleaners. A Iframe-
work, usually made from plastic
drinking straws, holds the bottom
open and supports a small, birthday
cake candle.

THE RESULT is a hot-air balloon
that not only flies a considerable
distance but gives off a ghostly,
flickering light on a dark night.

Once in a while, like out in Port-
land, Ore., they set somebody’s
house on fire. ;

The Blue Book office recently ac-
quired several examples of the plas-
tic balloons as well as another kind
of UFO. This was a red plastic kite,
equipped with a battery - powered
light - bulb. Police found it near
Galesburg, Ill., after a rash of flying
saucer reports in the Quad Cities
area. : Wy
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Saii Early in the Soring of 1348,

Almost 16 years ago an un-
identified flying object landed on
a ranch near Aziec Mexico The
thirty-six foot saucer one mem-
ber of the two man crew was found
lying dead across the siil of the
door which he had apparently
opened on landing. Death seemed
to have been caused by the “Bends”
that affiction which has agonized
deep-sea divers and upper strato-
sphere Qlyers in the past when they
moved suddenly {rom one air pres-
sure area io a greatly different
one. The other spaceman was dead
by the ships’ instrument panel.

Within three hours scientisis
from Denver were on the scene
and shorrly transporied, marked as
“amunition” on army trucks to
Wright-Patterson AFB, Chio.

What did the scientisis find out?
The saucer was propelled by elec-
tromagnetic power and traveled at
the speed of light, 186,000 miles
per second.

The photo below is one of the
“little men.”
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—I'he belevers, Wwha think
UFOs are from out of this
world, but admit a lack of
concrete proof.

Friend or Foe?

—The cultists, who call
themselves ‘‘scientific UFOlo-
gists,” and not only insist
that UFOs are intelligently
controlled by heings from
space, but in many instances
they have communicated with
the spacemen and have gone
for rides in their vehiples
(which come in a variety of
shapes, including saucers, cyl-
inders, balls and cones). This
group subdivides into those
who think the spacemen are
friendly to earth. And those
who think they mean us harm
and constitute a menace.

—The doubters, who think
UFOs are really either man-
‘made (balloons, satellites,
planes, rockets), natural (com-
ets, planets, clouds, birds, hall
lightning, meteors), or prod-
ucts of pure imagination or
illusion.

The cultists are the most
vociferous players and the
most publicity seeking. They
play with religious fanaticism,
and even trace visits by space
creatures to the Bible, Lot, for
example, could not have eaten
with angels because angels
are spiritual. Lot, the cultists
insist, broke bread with mem-
bers of an intergalactic expe-
dition.

This infuriates the calmer
believers who retort, somewhat
self-righteously, that -cultists

Are CRUUKSE, © UTd8L-DUCK  art-
ists,” and ‘“‘hoaxers.”

The believers have formed
into two maln groups: the
Aerial Phenomena Research
Organization in Tueson, which
publishes a journal of sight-
ings called the APRO Bulletin,
and the National Investigation
Committee on Aerial Phenom-
ena (NICAP) in Washington,
which puts out a similar bi-
monthly publieation ealled the
UFO Investigator. There are
hundreds of smaller groups
around the world, most put-
ting out their own less am-
bitious, but often more spee-
taeular journals.

NICAP, which claims a
world-wide membership of 13,-
000 people, is headguartered in
a third-floor suite in northwest
Washington,

There, a staff of 10 persons
updates files bulging with thou-
sands of sighting reports, an-
swers gueries, stores hundreds
of books, periodicals and as-
sorted works by the cullists,
and plots recent sightings by
sticking red thumb tacks in a
large map of the United
States.

NICAP says many of the re-
ports in its files have bheen
checked out by about 30 sub-
committees around the coun-
try staffed by scientists, en-
gineers, technicians and other
‘‘reliable” people working on
a voluntary hasis.

In 1964, NICAP published
hundreds of its best sightings
in a 184-page book called “The
UFO Evidence,” which con-
cluded that UFOs are ‘‘ve-
hicles of extraterrestial origin,

Colitroliea Dy inteliigent beings
from one or more planets in
or beyond our solar system.”

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, head of
Northwestern University's As-
tronomy Department and an
Air Force UFO consultant for
18 years, says he has never
gseen a UFO, but “fton many
reliable people have seen them
to dismiss the phenomenon.”
Reliable witnesses are every-
thing, the astronomer says.

While no well-known astron-
omer claims to have seen a
UFOQ, Prof. James MeDonald,
of the University of Arizona’s
Department of Meteorology,
says there now are so many
‘‘eredible"” reports that they
“must be given extremely seri-
ous seientific attention.” Hynek
agrees wholeheartedly.

So does NICAP, which is
why, they say, much of their
time is spent cheeking out wit-
nesses and debunking reports
and photographs made by
hoaxers and the mentally un-
balanced. And that is why
NICAP makes a fetish out of
mentioning the scientists, en-
gineers, technicians and other
“reliable’ persons on its sub-
committees who make and ex-
amine reports.

Pilots Favorites

Everyone’s favorite witness,
however, is the professional pi-
lot, who is trained for and
works in the sky. He has built-
in eredibility. Pilot reports of
near misses with UFOs, or of
violent, buffeting attacks on

thelr pianes, are taken as gos-

pel.

But seldom, if ever, do the
reports inention the kind of
aerial optical illusions that
cause startled pilots to maneu-
ver violently to aveid hitting
other planes that seem just be-
yond the cockpif, when actual-
ly, they may be moere than a
mile away.

And rarely do pilets’ reports
of buffeting attacks take ac-
count of CAT (Clear Air Tur-
bulence), which does not ap-
pear on radar, but which is
strong enough to tear the four-
story-high tail off a B-52 jet
bomber as if it were tinfoil,
as happened a few years ago.
Flaps also have been reported
in South America, Australia,
Central Europe, ahd the North-
eastern and Central United
States.

And sightings, by the way,
have been recorded on and off
sinee the 18th century, but not
as saucers,

Through last year, the Air
Force investigated 11,108 sight-
ing reports and determined
that 676 of them could not be
traced to rational causes. Be-
lievers suspect that the num-
ber of UFOs is actually far
greater, because the project
has been manned only by a
major, a sergeant and a sec-
retary not up to the enormous
task of a thorough investiga-
tion,

Believers and cultists also
charge the Air Force with
fabricating ‘‘preposterous’ ex-
planations for some sightings.
A typical example, NICAP

says, was telling a witness |
that he had seen four stars
from the constellation Orion,
rather than a UFQ, when
checking a stellar chart would'
have shown that Orion was on
the other side of the earth
when the sighting was made.

The cultists accuse the Air
Force, and every other gov-
ernmental agency in the world,
which they collectively eall
“officialdom,” of pletting to
keep the “facts’”” from the pub-
lic to avoid panic.

So the Air Force, out of ap-
parent exasperation, last year|
awarded a $300,000 contract
to the University of Colorado
to conduct its own investiga-
tion under the direction of Dr.!
Edward U. Condon, former di-
rector of the National Bureau
of Standards. The Colorado re-
port is due early next year.

Ruled No Threat

Meanwhile, the Air Force
insists that ‘‘there appears to
be no verified and fully satis-
factory evidence of any case
that is clearly outside the
framework of presenfly known
science and technology.” In
other words, there is no threat
to national security, the Air
Force says.

UFOs, says a psychiatrist,
are really people who need to
feel important or who must
compensate for their weak-
nesses by belief in beings
superior to themselves. Being
“experts” or something with
scientifie connotations makes
them more potent, he adds.
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ts Seen by M any

Tvczced Soaief Space Shoi.
By WALTER SULLIVA‘\I e ! !
At about 9:45 P.M  Eastern|ported seeing a craft w:th ra-

Standard Time on March 3 a
woman ih Indiana looked out a
window and saw a procession
of fiery objects fly past in the
sky.

_“Two or three minutes xater,
she reported to the United
\States Air Force the next day,
“my cousin, my aunt and my
uncle came running into the
house and yelling and. trying
to tell me -about the UF.O.
[unidentified flying object] they
saW. )

“It was at about treetop level

and was seen very very clearly
and was just a few yards
away,” she continued. “All of
the observers saw a long jet
airplane looking vehicle with-
nut any wings. It was on fire
hoth in front and behind, All
observers also saw many win-
dows in the U.F.0.”" :

A woman in Ohio teld how

her dog, when the UF.0.
wassed over, had lain boiween
‘rash cans in her drivewny and
whimpered, “lilke she was
frichtened to death.”
The woman, although s%e had
ept 10 hours the night “:afore,
she had had “an over-
owering drive to sleep.”” She
ad the same experience after
g a UF.Q. in 1966. .

S\

ther square windows and what
seemed to be a riveted metal
fuselage. The absence of sound|,
terrified her, since she bes!
lieved the vehicle to be only
1,000 feet overhead. i

What she and the other wit-

leves, was the re-entry into
the atmosphere of the booster
rocket, or other launching com-
ponents, of Zond 4, a space
vehicle launched from the So-
viet Union the day before. A
study of Air Force files in
Ohio has shown it to be one

meénted — and revealing —
U.F.O. episodes to date:
Moscow announced on March
3 that Zond 4 had been placed
in a parking orbit until it would
be in the proper position for
launching into’ “outlying re-
gions of near-carth space.”

to photograph the moon and
return to earth, but apparently
the mission was unsuccessful,
Yesterday the North Ameri-|'
can Air Defense Command con-
firmed its assessment that the

ern United States were debris
jdebris from the Zond 4 la
ing. Meanwhile, the Aerial Phe-

5

In Tennesse, a2 woman Ie-

Continued on Page 10,

nesses saw, the Air Force be-

of the most thoroughly docu-|'

Some thought its task was -
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12 Cops, 40 Others Sigl

ANN ARBOR, Mich. (UPI)—At least 12 police-
men and 40 other persons said Monday they
watched a weird flying object, guarded by four
sister ships, land in a swamp near here Sunday
night.

Descriptions of the unidentified flying objects
tallied closely. Patrolman Robert Hunawill said
he and other residents of the area saw similar
craft before dawn last Monday and Wednesday.

In Washington, the Air Force said it knew
nothing of the reports, The Air Force’'s Michigan
headquarters in Battle Creek, central point for
radar systems throughout the state, would not
talk to mewsmen.

A United Press International reporter and
Donald Merkel, 18, son-in-law of a man who
claimed he saw the object and drew a picture of
it, donned hip boots and slogged through the
300-acre swamp Monday looking for traces of
the craft.

They found nothing but marsh grass, quicksand
and muck. However, the two persons who, re-
portedly were closest to the object, Frank Man-
nor, 47, and his son, Ronald, 19, said it did not
appear to touch the ground but sat on a base
of fog.

Frederick E. Davids, State Police commis-
sioner and head of Civil Defense for Michigan,
launched an investigation.

“I used to discount these reports too but now
I'm not so sure,” Davids said.

Mannor and son said they ran to within 500
wds of the object as it sat on the fog-shrouded

base in a hig swamp about 12 miles northwest
of here.

Mannor said the craft was shaped like a foot-
ball and was about the length of a car with a
“grayish yellow” hue and a pitted surface “like
coral rock.” It had a blue light on one end and a
white light on the other, he said.

“They were pulsating and each of them looked
like they had a little halo around it,”” Mannor said.

Other witnesses saw only the lights but their
descriptions, including those of policemen, tallied
closely with that of the Mannors. Robert Taylor,
police chief of Dexter, a small village near here,
said he watched the object on the ground from
the Mannor home.

“I saw a red glow down in the swamp,”
Taylor said. “It was a pulsating bright red and
then it grew dimmer. I put the binoculars on it
and saw that there was a light on each end of
the thing.”

Mannor said the object took off with a sound

like the echo of a ricochetting bullet when his son
broke the silence by saying, “Look at that hor-
rible thing!”

Stanley McFadden, Washtenaw County sheriff’s
deputy, said he and Deputy David Fitzpatrick
watched the object zip over their car about the
same time the Mannors reported its takeotf.

Other witnesses said the object flew over the
Mannor house after taking off.

Hunawill said four other unidentified fh ing

objects hovered in a quarter-circle over the object/

in the swamp. When it took off, they vanished
with it, he said.
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THI NEW L"-_:_‘

' momenon Office of -the Air

- Force Base in Ohio had assems
2 bled some 70 eyewitness ac-
counts of the episode. 2

'A study of this file illus-
trates the excitement that grips
some observers when confront-
¢ ed with a U.F.0. However, it
y also shows that others, such as
fot e airling pilots, can help recon-
. struct (what actually. happened,

* particularly when their reports
v are sufficiently numerous to
+weed out these thal are mis-
; leading.
Included in the file are re-
' ports from an Eastern Airline
pilot over Connecticut, a United
Air Lines flight over Indiana,
an American Airlines plane over

lines pilot over Virginia and an
Air Canada pilot north of
, Toronto.

Their in-flight reporis led the
* air traffic control centers of the
- Federal Avialion Agency. in in-
" dianapolis and New York to
~ search their radar scopes, but
. no unidentified objects below
60,000 feet could be detected.

At least two of those report-
ing to the Air Force guessed
that they had witnessed the
i re-entry of a spacecraft. Most
’.‘ pilots, however, were perplexed
by what seemed a formation
flight of several vehicles. Most
also thought the strange craft
were only a few thousand feet
. above them, instead of near the
" {ringes of space.

A 98-Cent Bargain

Such a “formation {flying”
seems typical of unplanned re-
.t entries. Yesterday, satels
" lite trackers at the Smithsonian
: Astmphys:cal Observatory in
' Cambridge, Mass., recalled what
1 they refer to a5 the “Milwaukee
1" Miracle, Early on Sept .5
" 1962, one of its Moonwatch

1
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Conﬂnued From Page I, Col, 3.[

" Force at Wright-Patterson Air

Pennsylvania, a Piedmont Air-|

. "’-’Nymg Saucef l's Traced to-Space Shot by S

(Satelhte-trackmg) teams had
been alerted to watch for the
fail of Sputnik 4, due to pass
overhead at 4:58 AM. The
chances that anyone would sec
the plunge were conssdered
slight.

Eight minutes before the pre-
dicted pass a team member,
with a  98-cent telescope
mounted on a hoe handle, saw
a brilliant object approachm«
It broke into. six pieces that
flew across the sky in proces-
sion, then snuffed out.

Shortly thereafter a police
patrol car saw.a dark object
embedded in the white center-
line of a street in Manitowoc,
Wis. It was almost too hot to
handle and was soon identified
as a chunk of -Sputnik 4. Other
pieces were found nearby.

In the incident on March, 3,
the Air Force believes, such a
procession .of - fiery objects
looked like I:gh ed windows to
some observers, Lieut, Col.
Hector Quintanilla, head of the

e Phenosaenon Oliice  in
) :..,‘n-" l“,"..';" £ g

——l--‘fn- | R

ments, according te his esti-

mate, fell near the Pennsylva-

nia-New York line. '
Further Clues Sought

His office has been phoning
police barracks throughout the
suspected impact area in a
search of further clues. How-
ever, specialists at the Smith-
sonian  Astrophysical  Ob-
servatory doubt that scraps
like those that feil on Wis-
consin will be found in that
area, much of which is forested.

A number of the reports on
this episode came from motor-
ists, including business execu-
tives and other well-educated
observers. Several ruled out a
meteorite plunge on the ground
that the object changed course
in mid-flight. This may have
been an illusion caused by mo-
tion of the observer

Almost all were im ressed by
the silence of the fiight, but
one man reported 2 sound like

that of a tin sheet being thrown|a

‘::\
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‘/“ o ; -'l’},-'.}»'i;
1'r Lo
i ' it
" 3 in the air. Another said t'hat 72} \ \1
166 "T:""R"'PO'{TS ON ||Brass fires occuried  in h]bi -i‘ |‘\
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SPRING AND UFO 'COME 10 MICHIGAN

hase in a big swamp about 12 miles northwest
ol here.

Mannor said the craft was shaped like a [ools
ball and was about the length of a car with A
“orayish vellow” hue and a pitted surface "‘lkd
coral rock.” It had a blue light on one end and A
white light on the other, he said.

“They were pulsating and each of them looked
like they had a little halo around it,”" Mannor said

Other witnesses saw only the lights hut their
desecriptions, including those of policemen, fullind
closely with that of the Mannors. Robert ‘Taylor,
police chief of Dexter, a small village near here,
said he watched the object on the ground [rom
the Mannor home.

“I saw a red glow down in the swamp,"
Taylor said. “It was a pulsating bright red and
then it grew dimmer. I put the hinoculars on if
and saw that there was a light on each end of
the thing.”

Mannor said the object took off with a sound
like the echo of a ricochetting bullet when his son
broke the silence by saying, ‘“‘Look at that hor-
rible thing!”

Stanley McFadden, Washtenaw County sheriff’s
deputy, said he and Deputy David Fitzpatrick
watched the object zip over their car about the
same time the Mannors reported its takeoff.

Other witnesses said the object flew over the
Mannor house after taking off. '

Hunawill said four other unidentified flyin
objects hovered in a quarter-circle over the object
in the swamp. When it took off, they vanished
with it, he said. i'
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Six police darsl chased the formation but the

objects vanishéd.
MeFadden, | ‘ﬂ’;)lllr}ick and Mrs. Mannor said
they saw the ofjedt tise from the swamp to tree-
top level, than-lgaint apparently to land.
McFadden Salthnl leagt 60 persons saw one or
more of the bJeels In tha air or on the ground.
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FLYING OBJECTS — These three
| blobs are flying saucers, according to
| Francis Geary, a high school photog-
raphy student, who said he took this

SAUCER ? —Francis
Geary of Seaside, a
“high school photog-
raphy student, report-
edly took this picture
of what he feels is a
flying saucer at Big
Sur a year ago. Young
. Geary said he thought
the diameter of the ob-
“ject may have been
more than 200 feet.

- e

photo at Bg Sur last year. He turned

the photos over to Louis Peresenyi,
Monterey High School foothall coach,
who also thinks these are saucers.
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Reprinted from the DAYTON USA, June 1907, by permiscion
of the publishers, Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce

by John Jakes

A Report on the Investigation
of the UFO Phenomenon
by the U. S. Air Force

In Dayton.

It began on June 24, 1947.

A civilian pilot. Kenneth Arnold.
took off in his own plane from a field at
Chehalis. Washington. bound for Yak-
ima. The time was about two in the af-
ternoon.

Arnold’s flight plan took him in the
direction of Mount Rainier. In the
bright afternoon sky. he suddenly
spotted nine strange objects flying in a
diagonal chain-like formation.

Geese?

Jet aircraft?

He watched them, caiculated their
speed, concluded it must be at least
1600 m.p.h.—

That night, on the ground, Arnold
talked to authorities. He was certain
he’d seen something besides a mirage.
What, exactly, he didn’t know (nor does
he today, according to published re-
ports; nor does the Air Force, for cer-
tain — the Arnold sighting remains a
part of the small percent of Unidenti-
fieds).

In describing the objects, Arnold lik-
ened their appearance and mode of
travel to saucers skipped across smooth
water. -

Saucers?

Flying saucers.

The identity of the newsman who
made up the term is lost, but the term
has been around ever since.

And so have the saucers, if you want
to call them that; or the UFO’s or aerial

phenomena if you want to be more ex-
act,

Commercial pilots have seen them.
Barhers have seen them. Co-eds, social
workers and nuts have seen them. Some
members of the nut fringe have even
“gone aboard” and tooted off to this or
that planet. One such “contactee” made
quite a few dollars from books which
contained fakey smudged photos of
something that looked like a 1920 din-
ing room ceiling light fixture. The con-
tactee asserted that he rode aboard this
“craft” and even ate lunch in a New
York City short-order joint with two of
the splendid, intelligent, benevolent in-
terstellar pilots, each of whom ate a
peanut butter sandwich and drank a
Coke.

From Arnold to the Lubbock Lights
—from the things that appeared visu-
ally and on radar over 'Washington.
D. C. in 1952 and threw the public.
with some help from the enthusiastic
press, into a panic, to the bloody light
falling whatever — it — was at Exeter,
New Hampshire in ’65-—from the Mich-
igan swamp-gas business in 1966 to a
picture that was probably in the paper
yesterday or will be next week . . . the
UFO phenomenon has proved irresist-
ibly intriguing to Americans.

Some interpret the lights, silver ci-
gars, jet-propelled gravy boats and other
acrial doodads, as evidence of visitation
of the Earth by survey teams or scouts

from some far-advanced, farawav star
civilization.

Some. as noted. claim to have met
the saucer crews. Psychologists point
out that perhaps the star-creatures who
step from these ships and speak to the
“contactees” in the Mojave Desert or
some other godforsaken place are God
substitutes. pseudo-religious creations
rising from the smoke of the subcon-
scious of whoever sees them. The cause
of such visions may be the cosmological
confusion that has arisen as science re-
lentlessly strikes down old helief after
old belief.

Sort of a sub-group, a few degrees to
one side of the “contactees” but with
some overlapping too. is made up of the
civilian “investigators” and other UFO
cultists who are not only convinced that
we are being watched, but that the U. S.
Government. from the Pentagon on
down, is lying to us, muzzling the au-
thorities. keeping the “news™ or the
“truth” under wraps for heaven knows
what reason—the view, in other wards.
being that we have already been con-
tacted. An alternate theory of theirs:
we are huilding super-secret saucercraft
but for one reason and another the pub-
lic is too dumb to be let in on it.

This popular Conspiracy-of-Silence
idea rises vigorously every time therc's
a rise in the incidence of sightings. and
is just as vigorously denied in high

places every time. continued
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The Lights In The
Sky——AI‘e What? contmsi

Some other people. somewhat more
reasonably. acknowledge the existence
of the lights. cigars. flying plates. et al..
don’t know what they are and would
like to find out.

A still smaller group holds much
the same idea as above, modified as fol-
lows: most. if not all of the sightings
can he logically explained. and should
be. first in the interest of national se-
curity. second in the interest of satis-
fying scientific curiosity,

Place in this last group Project Blue
Book at Wright Field, Dayton.

It operates from a small but com-
fortable office in Building 275. Star-
charts brighten the walls. A small green
ceramic elf sits on the edge of a large
ashtray on a desk beside a neat white
sign reading. Hestor Quintanilla, Jr.
major, USAF.

The man behind the desk is the man
who runs Blue Book these days. With
his gray-framed glasses and direct
hrown eyes and a quiet voice, you imag-
ine comes in part from his Spanish heri-
tage. he looks a bit more the scientist
than the career officer.

In fact he is both, being a physicist
trained at St. Mary's University in San
Antonio.* Major Quintanilla has been
a member of the Air Force for 18 years.
He has headed up Blue Book for the
past 43 months.

On his staff are a metallurgist (Lt.
William Marley). a non-commissioned
officer who handles administrative du-
ties (S/Sgt. Harold Jones), and two
women who type and do the things that
need to be done in an office.

Just five against a whole host of alien
invaders? Alarming!

Tsn’t it?

No. because, as the major explains it,
the lights in the sky usually have a com-
prehensible cause. The cause can be de-
termined by detective work. It is the job
of Blue Book to do just that, as scientifi-
cally and objectively as possible.

The major likes to define his terms,
too.

The Air Force puts no faith in flving
saucers. This is a press term, remember,
and should be equated only with stories
of discs that land someplace carrying
purple humanoids who speak exclu-
sively to lonely souls in some desert, but
never to the President or Congress or
any group, and then fly off again, the
pilots presumably munching peanut
butter sandwiches. Saucers are fiction:
there is simply no proof.

But the Air Force does recognize and
believe in the existence of the UFO’s.
That is, unidentified flying objects. The
things seen, heard and reported.
whether they be lights, silver cigars, su-

“Commercial pilots have seen them. Barbers have
seen them. Co-eds, social workers and nuts have
seen them. Some members of the nut fringe have
even ‘gone aboard’ and tooted off to this or that

planet.”

personic bullets or sky-diving meat
platters.

It is the job of Major Quintanilla and
his group to find out, if possible, what
the sky-diving meat platter that some-
one probably saw really was, Blue Book
strives to transform the U in UFO to 1.
for identified.

The Air Force got interested in the
matter in the first place back in 47 after
the Arnold sightings. The Air Corps, as
it was known then. felt there was
enough substance in sightings to war-
rant the study, particularly from the
angle of a potential threat to national
security,

A policy letter issued in December.
1947 by General Nathan Twining asked
the old Air Materiel Command at
WPAFB to make a detailed study under
a classification of Restricted and the
code name Sign.

The study concluded that the phe-
nomenon did not present a threat to se-
curity, but was worth further study.
The project was continued under the
code name Grudge. Its classification re-
mained Restricted. Finally, in 1952, the
project’s classification was removed and
a nickname (as opposed to a code name
for classified work) chosen. Blue Book
has operated under that nickname eyer
since.

Over the vyears, techniques for
gathering and evaluating information
have been refined, and the range of
scientific disciplines involved in investi-
gation broadened.

Today, a UFO investigating officer is
stationed at every Air Force base in the
U.S. Tt is his duty to look into sightings
in his area and relay information to
Major Quintanilla’s section. The major
often does additional field investigation
himself if the case warrants.

All project records arc here. Major
Quintanilla presses a button beside a
rectangular opening in one wall
There's a motor sound and tiers of ver-
tical files on a kind of dumb-waiter rise
past the opening. The index tabs read

all the way back to June. 1947.

The major tells you that this is the
only place within the governmental
structure where this information is kept.
Further, the files are permanent. They
are not destroyed after three vears, as is
the case with many official records. Ris-
ing up past the opening on those shelves
are 20 years of things in the sky. each
incident neatly foldered and labeled.

In all. the shelves contain records of
more than 11.000 sightings which have
been reported and investigated since the
day Arnold took off for Yakima.

Often the detectives can find expla-
nation of a sighting in some of the of-
ficial data which flows regularly into the
major’s office.

Among other things. Blue Book
keeps track of all the satellites orhited
by the U.S. and other countries. It
monitors dates and times of all missile
launchings from the East coast, the
West coast. from Polaris subs undersea.
cte, It receives top-level meteorological
data on conditions all over the country.

From such material. a UFO can he
revealed as, let’s say. a weather condi-
tion (temperature inversions can bollix
radar, as in Washington, D. C. in '52):
or a satellite breaking up and burning
up part by part in the atmosphere.

Here. by way of example. is Blue
Book’s tabulation of causes for 1966 (a
busy year: only 1952 had more
sightings) —

No. of
Causes Sightings
Astronomical 255
Aircraft 270
Bailoon 32
Insufficient Data 242
Other 94
Satellite 109
Unidentified 30
Pending 28
TOTAL 1060

In the “Other™ category are lumped
such diverse causes of optical misinter-
pretation as Missiles /Rockets: Flares/
Fireworks; Clouds/Contrails and a
Miscellaneous that includes such tan-

Michigan brothers claim they took a picture of a UFO behind their home on Lake St. Clair. This
drawing is based on their widely published photograph.



talizing footnotes as lighthouse and
blimp. There's a Hoaxes entry too: peo-
ple have tried to trick up photos to de-
liberately fool the experts in the past.

Blue Book prepares an annual sum-
mary of its findings. This is customarily
done in February.

And over the years, roughly 5 per-
cent of all sightings have remained
classed as Unidentified, The Air Force
does not go further. That is, the Air
Force does not publicly speculate on
what these sightings might have been,
certain only that the total range of
sightings represents no security threat.

That is the primary job anyway, sce-
ing to security, and Blue Book gets it
done.

Still, the 5 percent is tantalizing.

To shed more light. Blue Book uti-
lizes not only all of the Air Force re-
sources at WPAFB. of which Major
Quintanilla is justifiably proud. but also
the services of outside consultants.

The principal one is astrophysicist .
Allen Hynek of Northwestern. Dr.
Hynek. he of the highly photographable
beard. leaped to national prominence
last year when the TV cameras ground
away at the Detroit Press Club and re-
porters rushed into print with Dr. Hy-
nek's explanation of the Michigan
sightings—swamp gas.

Quite soon after. it might be noted
parenthetically, another rash of sight-
ings popped out. The major says that
the sighting reports always increase
sharply the moment the press gets hold
of one good story and gives it national
play. These sightings are relayed to
UFO officers at various bases: to the
Dayton hase: even to Major Quintanilla
himself. unfortunately on his home
phone at wild hours of the night.

It happened that way again after
Michigan, though the major seems
philosophic about it. smiling as if to say
people are people and it’s his job to lis-
ten to everyone, He emphasizes that.
The Air Force listens to evervone.

In pursuit of further knowledge —
and probably to help bury the ghost of
the Conspiracy-of-Silence theory as
deeply as possible—the office of the
Secretary of the Air Force last year
granted slightly more than $300.000 to
the University of Colorado.

The money is to be used for an in-
dependent study of UFO’s. Underway
since November, the study is headed by
noted physicist Dr. Edward Condon. At
the end of about 15 months, Colorado
will write a report for the USAF.

Major Quintanilla stresses that Dr.
Condon and his researchers will get any
information and records for which they
ask and are free to call upon academi-
cians of any discipline they feel is
relevant.

It’s an odd way to go about a study,
to say the least, if, as some do maintain,

the Air Force is murkily at work trying
to hide something from us.

Asked to define the purpose of the
study. Major Quintanilla replies. “Sim-
ply to answer this question a liitle more
clearly—what are we experiencing?
Most stimuli can be explained. Not all.
We hope the Colorado conclusions will
offer some suggestions, and will ke ac-
cepted by the scientific community and
the American people.”

So the UFO watch goes on from
Davton —

“It's a fine place for this operation.”
says the major. “Within the Wright-Pat-
terson complex are the best facilities
you could want . . ."" He ticks them off.
“Photo interpretation. One of the best

radar analysis complexes in the world.
The Air Force Materiel lab right over
there to run spectros, chemical analyses.
All of the scientific disciplines are avail-
able here, every one. You name it. we've
got it.” He adds, “Maybe this was one
of the big reasons the project was placed
in Dayton in the first place. and has
stayed here.”

What are we experiencing?

Using this arca's formidable concen-
tration of skills and brainpower, Project
Blue Book asks the question. and will
continue to ask it, presumably until the
time when even the 5 per cent Uniden-
tified disappears. and we know. «

*f ocal note: Like UD, St. Mary's is operated by
thie brothers of the Society of Mary.

Hector Quintanilla, Jr., major, USAF is the man behind Blue Book. His office is the only place
within the governmental structure where information on unidentified flying objects is kept.
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