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A l Qaeda s First English 
Language Magazine Is Here 
By Marc Ambinder 

As the U.S. struggles to manage its efforts to influence opinion about Al Qaeda abroad, Al Qaeda on the 
Arabian Peninsula has produced its first English-language propaganda magazine. 

It's called "Inspire," and you can read parts of it below. A U.S. official said early this moming that the 
magazine appears to be authentic. 

"Inspire" includes a "message to the people of Yemen" directly transcribed from Ayman Al-Zawahari, 
Al Qaeda's second in command, a message from Osama Bin Laden on "how to save the earth," and the 
cover includes a quotation from Anwar Al-Awlaki, the American bom cleric who is believed to be 
directly connected to the attempt to destroy an airplane over Detroit by Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab 
on Christmas Day. (The director of the National Counterterrorism Center, Michael Leiter, made that 
disclosure at a security fomm in Aspen, CO, Fox News reported.) 

The table of contents teases an interview with the leader of AQAP who promises to "answer various 
questions pertaining to the jihad in the Arabian Peninsula." It includes a feature about how to "make a 
bomb in the kitchen of your mom." 

AQAP's first effort to post the magazine to jihadist websites failed Wednesday, as many of the pages 
were contaminated with a vims. (I half seriously believe that U.S. cyber warriors might have had a 
hand in that little surprise.) 

The U.S. is quite worried about Al Qaeda's new publishing ambitions, which mark a more sophisticated 
effort to engage the English-language world and to recmit English-speaking Muslims tojoin the cause. 

The copy was obtained from a private researcher. AQAP had advertised for days that the magazine 
would appear with the interviews specified in the table of contents. It is possible, although not likely, 
that the magazine is a fabrication, a production of a Westem intelligence agency that wants to 
undermine Al Qaeda by eroding confidence in its production and distribution networks. The U.S. is 
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engaged in direct net-based warfare with jihadis; this sort of operation would not be too difficult to pull 
off. 

Since I am not completely certain that the clean PDF doesn't contain a hidden vims, I've elected not to 
post it just yet. 

^ 
^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

^ t i t ^ t ^ ^ ^ r ^ ^ ^ ^ i i ^ ^ t o 

--[finf "ll iiriiif li|rtr il IWUitfiip-ilmiriii iiitruli ililiii fi nmi 

MAY OUR S<3 
mm'^ymv/mm- -'mma 

http://www.theatlantic.com/intemational/print/2010/06/al-qaedas-first-english-language-m... 1/10/2013 



Al Qaeda's First English Laj^^ge Magazine Is Here - Global - The A t j ^ j j ^ Page 3 of 4 

I » # # 4 

.insH>M»Uf\ou'. ^tmtiwi t'-r'ad manual an how la JUidhin af-Anra m l t t ^ pf 
pfrfjlnlng to ttv |lhM In ma** a bcniti thing ingrp- rrt̂  mse:.ttegnWRii arRT) 
tUf ir^tbtan Pfninyja HiV. lotinn in n ,ri<̂ n o y«j wtr< BMimf 

Letter from the editor 

* l # i A w f s Wnd InipiR the beXeven M 
f ight j [« l -AnM t S . t t h front tHs w n e Amt 
wc derive Ihe name of our new t rayn lne . 
The word used In tfie w n e l i WWch 
k cnrmon ly t r v i d n e d E IndS. Howcwr, 
the Mcrd i h o i i d proptrly be in tu lMed at 
* w p # t moUvmte, or encourage. The wond 
Aal t f In AnMc a i r m none af the negotlve 
C O O H M k m * « t t l r En^hh anrd Inc i te ' 
car iBL lb t f iecona 'vy .K saudlyhns the 
«ppMM*memlng The autharttit lve I r ^ t c 
lat tDn'1t^«M(ur*qHatcs the ctaancsl 
W k twigmwe i c M m af-Zmyq « i s y i n g 
ihf l t t f ie verti Mr i t f cofncsfroin Ihe #^^pOh% 
k w f * * # f h iwMHi '» a m o n o r a betno # w i 
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Tteta 
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^ 

( M c r « i e n 
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