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enough points to justify a maximum custody classification,
reference (a) authorizes the Brig Commander to consider an
objective based override, provided he feels justified after
considering all factors and information available to him at
the time. In this case, the CO had a variety of supplemental
information provided to him and his staff from Manning‘s
command and previous confinement facility that they also
considered.

c. Question 2.c.: Did Chief warrant Officer 4 Averhart abuse
his discretion in placing PFC Manning in a prevention of
injury status?

Answer: No, reference (a) authorizes the Brig Commander
or, in his absence, the duty brig supervisor to place
confinees in a prevention of injury status if they display,
admit to, or if the staff is made aware of by other means a
requirement for additiomal supervision and attention. This is
normally due to risk of suicide, violence, personality
disorders, behavior abnormalities, or other gquestionable
character traits.

d. Question 2.d.: Did Chief Warrant Officer 4 Averhart abuse
his discretion in placing PFC Manning in a suicide risk
status?

Answer: -No, reference (a) authorizes the brig staff to
place individuals in a *suicide risk” status who have
threatened suicide, made a suicidal gesture, or have a history
of suicide attempts. Documents contained in PFC Manning’s
detainee file support a determination that at specific times
he should have been considered a threat to himself. It
warrants mentioning however, that on two occasions, 6 August
2010 and 18 January 2011, a medical officer determined that
suicide risk status was no longer warranted and the brig staff
did not immediately take PFC Manning off the suicide risk
status. PFC Manning was taken off suicide risk status on 11
August 2010, following the medical officer’s recommendation of
6 August 2010. PFC Manning was taken off suicide risk status
on 21 January 2011, following the medical officer’s
recommendation of 18 January 2011. Paragraph 4205.5b of
reference (a) states “When prisoners are no longer corsidered
to be suicide risks by a medical officer, they shall be
returned to appropriate guarters”, in these cases, once the
medical officer’'s evaluation was provided to the brig staff,
steps should have been taken to immediately remove him from
suicide risk, to a status below that.
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS. After the review of the conditions of PFC
Manning’s confinement, I recommended the following change. The
Quantico Pre-trial Confinement Facility SOP should be updated so
that it is in harmony with reference (a). Specifically, the SOP
should direct the brig staff to remove confinees from suicide
risk immediately upon receiving a medical officer’s evaluation.
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